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LECTURE  ON  RUBEOLA. 

DELIVERED    BY    W.     W.    GERHARD,    M.U.,    PHYSICIAN     TO    THE     PHILADELPHIA    HOSPITAI.. 

A  VERY  unusual  affection  in  general  hospital  practice  has  lately  claimed 
your  attention,  I  mean  rubeola.  To  see  it  pervading  epidemically  the 
wards  of  adults  is  a  phenomenon  which  I  have  never  before  witnessed, 
and  hardly  expect  again  to  observe;  as  it  is  a  disease  which  usually  ap- 
pears but  once  during  life,  and  is  generally  confined  to  childhood. 
During  the  last  six  weeks,  however,  there  have  been  as  many  as  seven 
or  eight  cases  in  my  single  service,  and  three  or  four  in  the  other  wards. 
jMy  recent  cases  were  as  follows : 

Morris,  a  man  of  nearly  forty  ;  Perry,  a  lad  of  eighteen,  and  three 
others  nearly  of  the  same  age. 

Previous  to  detailing  the  symptoms  which  characterize  rubeola,  I 
shall  make  a  few  remarks  on  its  pathology.  The  pathology  of  measles, 
like  that  of  other  exanthematous  affections,  is  to  be  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  comprising  the  morbid  changes  in  the  body,  which  are  cha- 
racteristic of  and  essential  to  the  disease,  the  other  being  those  which 
are  merely  accidental.  The  first  are  of  course  to  be  looked  on  as 
pathognomonic. 

The  description  of  the  affection,  given  by  Sydenham,  is  so  good,  and 
agrees  so  accurately  with  its  appearances,  at  the  present  day,  that  1  shall 
read  it  to  you  at  length,  and  adopt  it,  in  most  particulars,  in  preference 
to  more  modern  accounts.  It  cannot  be  amended  materially,  except  by 
examining  the  symptoms  with  the  aid  of  the  numerical  method  ;  a  task 
which,  at  present,  I  am  not  able  to  undertake. 

This  excellent  description  of  Sydenham's  shows  his  powers  of  obser- 
vation in  favorable  contrast  with  some  of  modern  times.  His  general 
account  of  the  disease  holds  good  in  the  cases  which  we  observed  at  the 
hospital.  Thus,  our  symptoms  of  the  first  day,  like  his,  were  chilliness 
and  cold  shiverings.  The  second  day  we  had  the  catarrhal  symptoms, 
connected  with  coryza  and  the  flow  of  tears,  as  described  by  Sydenham. 
This  is  the  best  sign  to  distinguish  measles,  in  its  incipient  stage,  from 
other  exanthemata.  In  this  stage,  the  other  exanthematous  affections 
offer  no  mark  by  which  they  can  be  diagnosticated  with  any  certainty. 
They  have,  at  this  time,  numerous  symptoms  in  common,  including 
some  belonging  to  other  febrile  diseases.  Thus,  in  scarlatina,  the  sore 
throat  is  by  no  means  sufficiently  characteristic,  and  smallpox  may,  at 
its  commencement,  be  very  readily  mistaken  for  typhoid  fever.  Dr. 
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Louis,  who  certainly  is  most  accurately  familiar  with  typhoid  fever,  has 
more  than  once  mistaken  for  it  the  incubation  of  smallpox. 

The  symptoms  that  follow,  as  the  sick  stomach,  loss  of  appetite, 
slight  cough,  heaviness  of  the  head  and  eyes,  occur  now  just  as  they 
did  in  the  liuie  of  Sydenham.  The  only  irregularity  in  Sydenham's  de- 
scription consists  in  the  large  red  wheals,  which  have  not,  in  our  cases, 
made  their  appearance,  nor  have  I  often  observed  them.  The  swelling 
of  the  eyelids  continues  the  same.  The  vomiting  occurs  particularly  in 
children,  and  not  in  adults;  we  did  not  notice  it  in  these  cases.  Loose- 
ness of  the  bowels  is  the  next  symptom  mentioned.  This  is  not  now  a 
constant  symptom  in  the  early  stage?  of  measles,  but,  it  is  to  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  descriptive  account  of  the  disease  by  Sydenham  has 
reference  to  an  epiflemic  which  took  place  in  1670.  The  diarrhoea  I 
set  down  as  an  accidental  symptom,  and,  as  such,  it  probably  complicated 
the  epidemic  of  that  year. 

We  next  pass  to  his  description  of  the  eruption,  which  he  charac- 
terizes n)ost  accurately.  We  have  it  now,  as  then,  appearing  first  in  the 
form  of  red  spots,  resembling  flea-bites,  which  gradually  coalesce  into 
semicircular,  cresceniic,  and  circular  shapes,  showing  themselves  first  on 
the  face,  and  spreading  thence  over  the  rest  of  the  body.  As  the  erup- 
tion increases,  there  is  a  diminution  of  the  other  symptoms.  The  erup- 
tion is  found  in  the  niouth  and  throat,  as  well  as  on  the  skin.  In  the 
cases  of  the  negroes,  it  was  of  course  detected  only  in  the  eyes  and 
throat.  In  the  pharynx  and  palate,  as  elsewhere,  the  eruption  was  not 
so  much  elevated  above  the  epithelium,  as  it  is  above  the  surface  of  the 
skin.  The  next  part  of  the  description  is  doubtful — that  is,  the  mode 
of  disap  pearance  of  the  eruption.  It  does  not  disappear  on  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day,  as  alleged  by  Sydenham,  for  traces  of  it  remain  for  some 
time  afterwards,  in  copper-colored  spots,  as  shown  in  the  cases  in  our 
wards  ;  even  after  the  spots  entirely  disappear  the  skin  remains  rough 
and  dry.  I  do  not  at  this  time  intend  to  go  more  largely  into  the  ordi- 
nary symptoms  of  measles,  for  I  can  scarcely  add  anything  to  the  graphic 
description  which  I  have  read  to  you  from  Sydenham.  While  at  Paris, 
and  at  the  Hospital  des  Enfans  Malades,  I  collected  a  mass  of  observa- 
tions on  this  subject;  but,  not  yet  having  been  able  to  analyse  them,  I 
must  defer  presenting  them  to  you  to  some  future  time.  I  shall  now 
call  your  attention  to  two  of  the  accidental  symptoms  which  may  com- 
plicate the  regular  course  of  measles  and  often  become  the  sources  of 
great  danger. 

The  first  is  bronchitis,  of  a  severe  character.  A  slight  bronchitis 
may  be  looked  upon  as  a  necessary  symptom  of  the  disease  ;  it  is  to  be 
deemed  accidental,  when  it  appears  under  an  aggravated  type,  or  when 
the  inflammation  runs  into  the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  and  takes  on 
the  foruj  of  lobular  pneumonia,  which  is  sifnilar  to  the  pneumonia  fol- 
lowing the  bronchitis  of  young  children.  This  accidental  symptom  oc- 
curred in  the  man  INIorris,  whom  you  recollect  in  the  first  ward,  about 
the  eighth  or  ninth  day,  when  the  eruption  was  fading,  and  our  attention 
was  directed  to  the  development  of  moist  rhonchi  on  the  right  side  of 
the  chest,  showing  the  existence  of  severe  bronchitis,  with  considerable 


Lecture  on  Rubeola.  7 

dullness  on  the  middle  and  posterior  part,  and  some  on  the  anterior  re- 
gion, of  the  left  side — a  common  seat  of  lobular  pneumonia  in  measles. 
Instead  of  getting  well,  the  man  has  remained  ill,  in  this  state,  exempli- 
fying the  general  rule,  that,  when  lobular  pneumonia  is  developed,  after 
the  subsidence  of  the  eruption,  it  lasts  for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 
The  signs,  by  which  its  appearance  is  to  be  detected,  are  dullness  on 
percussion,  with  a  sub-crepitant  rhonchus  and  a  slightly  bronchial  respi- 
ration. In  place  of  attacking  the  mass  of  the  lung,  and  rendering  it  solid, 
the  inflammation  appears  in  the  isolated  lobules,  leaving  amongst  them 
portions  of  the  lung  still  permeable  to  the  air,  which  prevent  the  de- 
velopment of  loud  bronchial  respiration.  The  respiration,  in  the  very 
early  stages  of  the  disorder,  and  in  the  portions  of  the  lungs  which  are 
not  inflamed,  is  not  lost,  but  rendered  louder,  and  roughened. 

In  the  case  of  the  boy  Perry,  the  pneumonia  appeared  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  disease,  after  the  eruption  had  entirely  subsided,  no  traces  of 
it  being  left  but  a  few  copper-colored  spots.  His  right  lung  was  at- 
tacked, as  is  commonly  the  case  ;  perhaps,  from  its  greater  size,  and 
fro[n  the  circumstance  of  the  patient's  lying  upon  the  right  side.  The 
lower,  and  not  the  middle  and  upper  lobes,  was  attacked  ;  in  this  respect, 
as  well  as  in  others,  it  is  like  ordinary  pneumonia,  but  differs  from  it  in 
the  loudness  and  looseness  of  the  crepitus,  which  ceases  in  regular  in- 
flammatory pneumonia,  as  soon  as  the  entire  substance  of  the  lungs 
becomes  solidified.  In  this  boy's  case,  as  in  that  of  Morris,  convales- 
cence has  been  very  slowly  established,  and  is  yet  by  no  means  perfect ; 
he  is  still  lingering  in  a  somewhat  critical  condition.  In  the  case  of 
Morris,  I  entertained,  for  a  time,  some  fear  of  the  existence  of  tubercles, 
the  development  of  which  is  thought  to  follow  attacks  of  measles  ;  I  say, 
is  thought,  for  I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  there  is  any  necessary  con- 
nection between  the  two  affections. 

The  treatment  proper  to  meet  this  complication  of  measles,  is  neces- 
sarily various.  At  the  Hospital  des  Enfans  Malades,  during  my  resi- 
dence, local  depletion  by  cups  and  leeches  was  largely  employed  by  Dr. 
Guersent.  But  the  debility,  consequent  on  this  mode  of  treatment,  was 
favorable  to  the  reproduction  of  the  disease  in  other  parts  of  the  lungs, 
especially  as  the  pneumonia  was  observed  almost  invariably  in  children 
of  feeble  constitution.  The  proper  rule  for  the  employment  of  leeches, 
is  to  confine  it  to  cases  in  which  there  is  excessive  dyspnoea,  and  a  rapid 
extension  of  the  pneumonia  is  going  on.  It  extends  through  the  lung 
most  rapidly,  in  stout,  robust  children,  and  in  them  leeching  does  good. 
In  the  ordinary  lobular  pneumonia,  as  well  as  in  that  which  follows 
measles,  after  one  or  two  cuppings,  the  best  treatment  consists  in  small 
doses  of  ipecacuanha.  By  persevering  with  this  remedy,  until  the  ex- 
pectoration, or  rather  the  secretion  (for  with  children  there  is  no  expec- 
toration, as  they  sv^^allow  the  discharge),  is  freer,  the  patient  is  relieved, 
and  we  may  then  complete  the  cure,  by  the  exhibition  of  tonics  and  a 
generous  diet.  Above  all,  attention  is  to  be  directed  to  position.  If  the 
child  lie  constantly  on  its  back,  the  development  of  pneumonia  is  almost 
certain.  It  must,  therefore,  be  moved  frequently  from  one  side  to  the 
other,  and  be  from  time  to  time  raised  in  bed  or  carried  about.     In  ad- 
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dition  to  ipecacuanha  in  expectorant  doses,  the  sulphate  of  quinine  and 
some  preparation  of  iron,  in  small  quantities,  may  be  given,  combined 
with  a  generous  diet,  if  the  child  should  become  feeble,  and  the  quantity 
of  red  blood  should  diminish.  You  will  find,  tliat  in  my  lectures,  gen- 
tlemen, 1  am  not  at  all  disposed  to  insist  on  too  rigid  a  diet.  I  have 
seen  so  much  mischief  result  from  the  continued  enforcement  of  a  rigid 
diet,  in  the  mode  of  practice  which  was  prevalent  in  France  a  few  years 
ago,  that  it  is  with  great  caution,  and  no  little  fear,  that  1  venture  upon  it, 
except  for  a  short  period.  In  some  of  the  wards  of  the  Enfans  Malades, 
the  practice  was  to  place  the  children  on  a  rigid  diet,  and  the  results  were 
certainly  far  from  favorable. 

In  the  cases  under  notice,  by  pursuing  the  practice  indicated,  we  have 
in  a  great  measure  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  the  accidental  symptoms. 
But  there  is  still  some  cough,  and  other  traces  of  lingering  bronchitis. 
What  is  now  the  proper  treatment  ?  It  should  be  principally  hygienic. 
The  patients  are  to  go  freely  into  the  open  air,  taking  internally,  at  the 
same  time,  some  of  the  milder  tonics. 

The  next  accidental  sy(nptom,  likely  to  complicate  the  course  of 
measles,  is  severe  diarrhoea,  near  to  the  close  or  after  the  tern:ination  of 
the  disease.  At  the  Enfans  Malades  the  children  died  in  two  ways, 
when  measles  proved  fatal ;  of  lobular  pneumonia,  during  the  active  pe- 
riod of  the  affection,  and  of  diarrhoea,  at  the  end  of  it.  The  lobular 
pneumonia  usually  showed  itself  at  about  the  sixth  day,  the  bronchitis 
appearing  much  earlier;  but  the  diarrhoea  did  not  come  on  until  the 
eruption  was  almost  over,  and  desquamation  was  taking  place.  If  tliis 
diarrhoea  be  but  slight,  no  danger  need  be  apprehended  from  it,  and  we 
rather  avoid  much  interference  with  it.  Indeed,  it  is  generally  looked 
upon  as  a  safetfuard  to  the  child,  and  is,  therefore,  suffered  to  run  on. 
But  I  do  not  consider  the  diarrhoea  as  slight  and  not  to  be  checked,  if  it 
exceeds  four,  five,  or  six  stools  during  the  day,  and  continues  until  it  is 
accompanied  by  emaciation  of  the  child,  with  paleness  and  dryness  of 
skin.  This  variety  of  diarrhoea  depends  upon  a  particular  state  of  the 
mucous  membranes,  in  which  they  are  pale  and  soft,  seecning  to  be  acted 
on  by  the  altered  fluids  in  the  body,  and  instead  of  being  themselves  the 
seat  of  very  active  disease.  I  showed  you  the  other  day,  at  an  au- 
topsy, a  sin)ilar  state  of  the  mucous  membrane,  but  occurring  in  the 
stomach  ;  in  this  case,  however,  it  was  probably  produced  by  the  action 
of  the  fluids  after  death.  This  state  of  the  mucous  membranes,  as  it 
occurs  in  measles,  1  do  not  regard  as  an  effect  of  inflammation,  nor  is 
it  to  be  treated  as  such.  Depletion,  of  any  sort,  here  does  no  good,  nor 
do  remedies  especially  directed  to  the  bowels  always  prove  of  much 
service.  You  must  act  on  the  skin  until  its  functions  are  restored,  and 
for  this  purpose  nothing  is  better  than  the  sulphur  bath,  made  by  dis- 
solving the  sulphuret  of  potassa  in  water.  1  have  seen  children  re- 
cover, at  the  Enfans  Malades,  under  this  treatment  with  astonishing  ra- 
pidity. It  not  only  relieves  the  particular  symptom,  to  which  it  is  ad- 
dressed, but  much  imj)roves  the  general  condition  of  the  patient.  In- 
deed, it  was  retnarked  by  .ladelot,  that  the  same  remedy,  employed  for 
the  (nanagement  of  the  itch^  not  only  cured  that  affection,  but  besides 
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left  the  patient  in  a  general  state  of  health  and  embonpoint.  If  the 
sulphur  bath  cannot  be  administered,  one  of  warm  salt  water  may  be 
substituted.  In  addition  to  tliis  treatment,  adapted  to  the  skin,  slight 
opiates  may  be  resorted  to,  with  small  doses  of  ipecacuanha,  and  astrin- 
gents, which  are  supposed  by  some  to  act  chemically  upon  the  bowels. 
But  depletion,  by  leeches  or  cups,  must  be  abstained  from,  and  the  diet 
must  be  nutritious. 

The  last  variety  of  accidental  lesion,  which  occurs  during  measles,  is 
acute  diarrhoea  during  the  height  of  the  affection.  This  complication 
we  have  not  witnessed  during  the  epidemic  at  the  hospital,  though  it 
was  a  very  frequent  occurrence  at  the  Enfans  Malades,  in  1832,  which 
was  just  before  the  cessation  of  the  Asiatic  cholera  at  Paris.  This 
epidemic  of  measles  was  probably  similar  in  its  character  to  that  de- 
scribed by  Sydenham.  It  is  dependent  on  acute  inflammation  of  the 
colon,  and  shows  itself  at  the  most  severe  period  of  the  eruption  ;  it  is 
attended,  generally,  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  dysentery,  considerable 
pain,  stools  of  small  quantity  containing  slime,  sometimes  patches  of 
false  membrane,  and  blood  ;  in  fact,  we  have  a  regular  attack  of  acute 
dysentery,  complicating  the  measles.  This  complication  is,  I  believe, 
most  apt  to  occur  in  the  sunmier  months  of  the  year.  That  is,  measles 
are  subject  to  the  general  rule  of  pathology,  which  determines  the  na- 
ture of  the  accidental  symptoms,  attending  self-limited  diseases.  Thus, 
in  the  typhous  fever,  which  was  epidemic  here  during  1836,  and  part  of 
1837,  we  had,  during  the  winter,  symptoms  of  the  acute  affections  most 
usual  in  winter,  as  those  of  the  chest,  and,  in  summer,  it  was  compli- 
cated with  diseases  which  are  endemic  in  hot  weather,  as  dysentery  and 
disorders  of  the  alimentary  canal.  Neither  of  these  affections  was  in 
any  manner  a  necessary  accompaniment  to  the  typhus.  The  compli- 
cations of  measles  follow  the  same  rule,  except  that  both  the  inflam- 
mations of  the  lungs  and  the  bowels  are  more  frequent  than  in  typhous 
fever ;  we  have,  in  other  words,  very  generally,  lobular  pneumonia 
occurring  in  the  measles  of  winter  and  early  spring,  and  affections  of 
the  alimentary  canal  when  the  epidemic  takes  place  in  the  summer 
months,  particularly  July  and  August. 

The  post-mortem  appearances,  in  this  affection,  differ  from  those  of 
ordinary  diarrhoea.  If  closely  examined,  the  colon  and  rectum  are 
found  to  be  covered  with  patches  of  lymph,  and  their  mucous  mem- 
brane is  much  disorganized,  and  of  a  violet  tint,  as  in  severe  dysen- 
tery. So  universal  were  these  appearances  on  dissection,  during  the 
epidemic  at  the  Enfans  Malades,  to  which  I  have  just  alluded,  that  a 
gentleman,  who  was  observing  it,  thought  that  he  had  discovered  a  new 
law  of  pathology,  and  that  there  was  a  constant  connection  between 
rubeola  and  inflammation  of  the  colon.  He  was,  however,  niistaken, 
and  from  his  mistake  we  may  infer  the  importance  of  observing  with 
care  the  phenomena  of  several  epidemics,  and  of  again  and  again  re- 
peating these  observations,  before  we  allow  ourselves  to  make  from 
them  any  general  deduction?. 

The  treatment  at  the  Enfans  Malades,  for  this  dysenteric  affection, 
was  the  same  that  is  employed  in  ordinary  dysentery.     It  was  attended 
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with  no  great  success,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  severe  dysentery 
is  ai  all  times  a  difficuh  affection  tolreat.  The  remedies,  liowever, should 
certainly  be  the  same  in  the  complication  we  have  been  speaking  of,  as 
in  the  common  variety.  In  the  early  stage,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
antiphlogistics,  with  some  fearlessness,  by  leeches  and  cups  to  the  re- 
gion of  the  colon  and  the  anus.  This  dysentery  differs  essentially,  as  I 
have  before  said,  from  the  diarrhoea,  occurring  at  the  close  of  measles, 
and  we  are  to  have  no  fears  here  about  the  propriety  of  an  energetic 
antiphlogistic  treatment ;  it  affords  prompt  and  great  relief.  We  may 
afterwards  administer  opiates  in  very  small  quantities  ;  and  moderate 
doses  of  ipecacuanha.  Calomel  is  so  rarely  employed  in  France,  that 
I  have  never  seen  it  prescribed  in  these  cases,  and  have  not  been  able 
to  test  its  efficacy  in  this  affection,  frer|uenlly  enough  to  speak  of  the 
advantages  of  using  it.  The  after  management  of  the  dysentery  of 
measles  is  much  the  same  as  in  common  dysentery,  except  that  the 
former  will  be  found  to  be  of  greater  obstinacy  than  the  latter  usually  is. 

From  these  details,  then,  we  deduce  the  following  corollary.  In 
measles,  as  in  other  diseases  of  known  duration,  we  have  one  constant 
set  of  symptoms,  as  the  eruption,  and  febrile  movement  with  anorexia, 
thirst,  restlessness,  he. ;  and  next,  a  series  of  accidental  symptoms, 
which  extend  from  the  slight  bronchitis,  necessary  to  the  affection,  to 
severe  bronchitis  and  lobular  pneumonia,  and  from  the  slight  necessary 
diarrhoea  to  diarrhoea  of  the  sub-acute  form,  and  severe  inflammatory 
dysentery.  It  is  to  these  accidental  symptoms  that  you  are  to  pay  par- 
ticular attention  ;  and  by  doing  so,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  much  di- 
minish the  mortality  of  measles,  which  depends,  as  in  typhous  fever  and 
smallpox,  on  the  severity  of  the  accidental  complications. 

There  remain  to  be  noticed  some  varieties  of  measles,  not  observed 
here  in  the  late  epidemic.  The  first  variety  may  occur  in  the  other 
exanthemata,  and  consists  in  an  imperfect  development  of  the  eruption. 
This  is  not  so  frequent  in  measles  as  in  scarlatina  ;  but  we  have  occa- 
sionally coryza,  a  flow  of  water  from  the  eyes,  and  cough,  with  but  a 
very  slight  eruption,  or  one  that  is  confined  to  the  face.  This  is  still  a 
genuine,  although  an  anomalous  form  of  measles. 

The  second  variety  consists  in  the  severe  complication  of  internal 
inflammation  with  an  eruption,  which  disappears  soon  after  the  beginning 
of  the  disease,  and  may  be  looked  upon  as  suppressed.  You  will  have 
universal  bronchitis,  the  whole  mucous  membrane  being  affected  with 
inflammation  of  an  intense  character,  instead  of  the  usual  slight  blush. 
We  have  then  a  grave  internal  affection,  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
action  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  the  disease  being,  as  it  were,  concen- 
trated in  the  internal  organs.  This  variety  is  always  attended  with 
great  danger.  It  is  to  be  treated  by  active  counter-irritation  of  the  skin, 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  absent  eruption  ;  for  this  purpose  sinapisms, 
the  warm  bath,  and  the  like  remedies,  are  to  be  resorted  to. 

The  third  variety  is  the  black  measles,  or  rubeola  nigra.  This  is  no 
real  variety.  It  occurs  in  feeble  children,  in  whom  the  blood  is  in  a 
dissolved  slate,  as  from  scurvy  ;  or  it  may  depend  on  the  sudden  de- 
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velopment  of  lobular  pneumonia,  preventing  the  proper  decarbonization 

of  the  blood  in  the  kings,  and  giving  it  a  general  dark  tint. 

These  varieties  are  almost  the  only  ones  that  you  will  meet  with  in 
practice,  and  on  which  it  is,  therefore,  proper  lo  dwell.  Rubeola  sine 
catarrho  I  have  never  seen,  nor  do  I  believe  in  its  existence.  Some 
change  in  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  is  always  to  be  detected  ; 
there  is  a  dry  rhonchus  indicating  a  thickening  of  it,  or  we  have  at  least 
some  traces  of  a  moist  secretion.  Cough  is  not  a  necessary  attendant 
upon  a  slight  bronchitis.  It  is  impossible  to  decide  with  certainty  upon 
its  non-existence  without  a  very  careful  examination,  and  I  suspect  it  is 
the  absence  of  close  observation  that  has  given  rise  to  the  variety  of 
rubeola  sine  catarrho. 

I  have  presented  to  you  to-day  but  few  clinical  illustrations,  as  T  was 
desirous  of  giving  you  a  somewhat  detailed  descriptive  notice  of  measles, 
a  disease  of  so  frequent  occurrence,  and  which  now  prevails  epidemi- 
cally. I  have  insisted  particularly  upon  the  importance  of  the  acciden- 
tal symptoms  which  are  most  frequent,  although  other  organs,  as  the 
brain  and  the  wind-pipe,  are  sometimes  the  seat  of  grave  lesions,  but 
they  are  not  usually  so  much  affected  as  the  thoracic  and  abdominal 
viscera.  There  is  another  complication  which  is  not  rare  in  some  epi- 
demics, that  is  the  gangrenous  sore  mouth  of  children,  of  which  I  shall 
treat  at  a  future  time. 

Measles  is  perhaps  a  more  frequent  cause  of  after  ill  health  than  any 
of  the  other  exanthemata.  The  bad  effects  of  smallpox  and  scarlatina 
are  usually  confined  to  the  course  of  the  disease  ;  they  destroy  life  at 
this  time  or  soon  after.  But  measles,  though  less  dangerous  during  the 
eruption,  may  leave  behind  it  greater  organic  lesions  than  either  of  the 
others.  The  effects  of  lobular  pneumonia  and  diarrhoea  are  not  easily 
got  rid  of;  and,  after  a  supposed  convalescence  from  measles,  we  but 
too  often  see  our  little  patients  wasting  away  from  emaciation,  and,  after 
a  lapse  of  a  few  months,  perish  from  the  consequence  of  one  or  other  of 
these  dangerous  complications. — Medical  Examiner. 


DR.    SIGMOND    ON  EMETICS. 

Emetics  deservedly  hold  a  very  high  station  among  our  therapeutic 
agents,  and  have  been  from  an  early  period  employed  in  medicine;  they 
may  be  useful  either  by  the  nausea  they  produce,  or  by  the  relief  which 
they  give  to  an  overloaded  stomach.  The  different  states  that  follow 
upon  their  administration  are  characterized  by  peculiar  symptoms.  In 
the  first,  or  nauseating  stage,  all  the  actions  by  which  life  is  carried  on 
are  less  energetically  performed,  and  the  functions  of  the  different  organs 
are  visibly  diminished  in  power.  The  circulation  is  less  active,  the  pulse 
is  slow,  oppressed  and  contracted  ;  the  capillary  vessels  are  scarcely  in- 
jected, so  that  the  face  assumes  either  a  deadly  cast,  or  a  blue  ap- 
pearance ;  cold,  clammy  sweats  burst  forth,  the  eyes  lose  their  lustre, 
the  lips  their  natural  hue  ;  rigors  supervene,  the  nervous  energy  is  con- 
trolled, the  highest  courage  broken  down,  for  both  the  corporeal  and 
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mental  powers  become  momentarily  enfeebled,  and  life  ceases  to  be  a 
source  of  desire  ;  this  nauseated  stale  may  be  kept  up  for  days  and  for 
weeks  in  individuals  of  peculiar  susceptibility,  during  uliich  death  is  not 
unfrequently  prayed  for,  as  a  release  from  suffering,  but  as  soon  as 
vomiting  occurs,  an  alteration  takes  place,  which  may  be  either  momen- 
tary or  permanent ;  the  whole  system  is  roused  into  action,  and  every 
organ  is  relieved. 

The  ineffectual  efforts  to  vomit,  which  are  known  by  the  name  of 
retching,  are  both  distressing  and  dangerous,  and  therefore  demand  every 
assistance  that  can  be  given.  Some  persons  who  would  quickly  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  train  of  miserable  sensations  that  are  consequent  upon 
nausea,  are  very  much  relieved  by  complete  evacuation  of  the  stomach. 
There  are  some  diseases,  however,  in  which  keeping  up  for  some  time 
this  nausea  is  necessary  ;  and  although  the  means  of  cure  are  almost  as 
dreadful  to  bear,  as  are  the  complaints  that  are  made,  they  must  be 
endured  with  patience  and  with  submission.  The  deadly  nausea  kept 
up  by  ipecacuan,  or  antimony,  will  sometimes  diminish  inflammation 
which  would  not  yield  to  remedies  apparently  more  active.  Thus,  oc- 
casionally inordinate  action  in  the  lungs,  or  active  disease  of  the  eye,  is 
more  advantageously  controlled  by  these  remedies  than  by  any  other ; 
the  fluid  in  abscesses  has  been  rapidly  absorbed  ;  diseases  of  the  skin 
alleviated  and  cured  ;  purulent  ophthalmia  has  been  checked,  dropsical 
effusions  dispelled,  inflammation  of  the  substance  of  the  brain  and  its 
investing  membranes  has  yielded  to  such  treatment,  and  more  particu- 
larly if  the  nausea  be  mechanically  produced,  instead  of  by  introducing 
into  the  stomach  the  remedial  agent.  The  worst  states  of  disordered 
functions  of  the  brain  have  received  their  cure  from  the  keeping  up  in 
the  stomach  a  constant  nausea,  by  obliging  the  sufferer  to  submit  to  un- 
wonted motion,  either  by  swinging,  by  being  obliged  to  ride,  or  to  run 
within  the  limits  of  a  very  small  circle. 

It  is  singular  to  observe  the  idiosyncrasies  of  different  individuals 
with  regard  to  the  production  of  this  feeling;  with  some  the  riding  in 
the  carriage,  the  movement  of  any  glittering  object  before  their  eyes, 
peculiar  sounds,  will  cause  it.  Sympathy,  or  association  of  ideas,  will 
most  strikingly  influence  this  action,  even  in  the  strongest  frame  ;  but 
the  power  of  the  will  sometimes  counteracts  the  effects,  and  a  determi- 
nation to  exhibit  self-command  has  been  known  completely  to  control 
the  sickness  even  under  very  trying  circumstances. 

Those  substances  only  are  defined  emetics  which  act  by  their  own 
innate  power,  and  which  do  not  cause  the  evacuation  of  the  stomach 
either  by  their  great  bulk,  their  nauseating  taste,  their  fetid  odor,  which 
do  not  injure  the  power  of  the  stomach,  nor  leave  behind  them  any  de- 
leterious effect ;  otherwise  a  vast  number  of  mineral  and  vegetable 
bodies  would  be  enumerated  in  this  class,  which  the  stomach  rejects  from 
the  vis  insita  which  teaches  it  that  the  substance  would,  if  allowed  to 
traverse  the  circulation,  put  a  stop  to  the  great  principle  of  life.  It 
would  appear  from  some  instances,  though  they  certainly  are  very  rare, 
that  individuals  have  possessed  the  power  of  causing  the  food  swallowed 
ito  regurgitate  without  any  inconvenieace  to  themselves,  and  heace  to 
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have  assimilated  to  that  class  of  animals  which  are  called  ruminants, 
from  their  voluntarily  throwing  back  the  food  they  have  already  swal- 
lowed, into  the  mouth,  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  a  second  mastica- 
tion. This  chewing  the  cud,  as  it  is  termed,  is  natural  to  grazing  qua- 
drupeds possessing  many  receptacles,  to  which  the  name  of  stomach 
is  applied. 

The  best  narrative  of  one  of  these  cases  in  the  human  subject  is  to  be 
found  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  the  "  Pliilosophical  Transactions  ;" 
and  Dr.  Small,  the  narrator  of  the  phenomena  which  were  exhibited, 
cites  several  instances. 

The  circumstances  are  various  under  which  the  stomach  relieves  it- 
self, but  neither  do  simple  distension,  from  over-feeding  and  gluttony, 
nor  acrid  substances,  necessarily  induce  this  inverted  action  ;  life  is  some- 
times suddenly  terminated  by  apoplexy,  or  by  simple  distension,  without 
any  effort  of  the  organ  to  unload  itself;  thus  we  learn  from  Sir  Everard 
Home,  that  a  child  left  by  the  nurse  close  to  an  apple  pie,  actually  eat 
so  enormous  a  quantity  as  to  fall  dead  in  a  few  minutes.  Upon  a  close 
examination  after  death  no  remarkable  appearances  presented  them- 
selves, with  the  exception  that  the  stomach  was  enormously  distended 
by  the  pie. 

Another  instance  of  this  kind  is  quoted  by  Wildberg,  as  it  became  the 
subject  of  a  medico-legal  inquiry.  A  very  corpulent  person,  after  eating 
a  very  hearty  dinner,  suddenly  died;  it  was  well  known  he  did  not  live 
happily  with  his  wife,  and,  therefore,  suspicion  was  excited  that  she  had 
attempted  to  rid  herself  of  him  by  poison.  The  account  that  his  wife 
gave  of  his  death  was,  that  no  sooner  had  he  despatched  his  dinner  than 
he  dropped  off  into  a  sleep,  from  which,  before  many  minutes  had 
elapsed,  he  suddenly  woke  up,  called  out  for  fresh  air,  exclaimed  that 
he  was  dying,  and  before  the  physician  who  was  summoned  could  reach 
him,  he  was  actually  dead.  Upon  the  examination  Wildberg  found  the 
stomach  so  enormously  distended  with  ham,  pickles,  and  cabbage  soup, 
that  when  the  abdomen  was  first  laid  open  nothing  was  at  first  visible 
but  this  swollen  stomach  and  the  distended  colon.  At  first  some  obser- 
vation was  excited  by  the  discovery  of  a  whitish  powder,  deposited 
in  the  folds  of  the  stomach,  and  it  was  suspected  that  it  would  prove  to 
be  arsenic,  but  upon  analysis  it  turned  out  to  be  magnesia,  which  he  was 
in  the  frequent  habit  of  taking;  the  pressure  of  the  contents  of  the  ab- 
domen had  pushed  the  diaphragm  high  up  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest ; 
the  brain,  which  was  carefully  examined,  exhibited  no  traces  of  any 
alteration  of  structure,  nor  of  any  particular  congestion. 

Rupture  of  the  stomach  is  more  likely  to  occur,  but  even  this  is  an 
unusual  circumstance;  it  has,  however,  been  known  to  follow  both  upon 
distension  and  upon  ineffectual  efforts  to  vomit.  Lallemand,  in  his 
"  Inaugural  Dissertation,"  relates  a  very  remarkable  instance.  A  fe- 
male, who  had  just  recovered  from  a  long  attack  of  dyspepsia,  was 
foolish  enough  to  attempt  to  make  up  for  her  long  restriction  in  diet  by 
taking  an  inordinate  quantity  of  food.  In  a  very  short  time  she  was 
seized  with  a  sense  of  oppression  and  weight  in  the  stomach  ;  there  was 
nausea,  with  fruitless  attempts  to  vomit.    She  suddenly  uttered  a  piercing 
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shriek,  exclaimed  that  she  felt  her  stomach  tearing  open  ;  she  tiien 
ceased  to  tnake  any  effort  to  vomit,  became  insensible,  and  died  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  There  was  found  in  the  stomach  a  laceiaiion  five 
inches  long,  and  a  great  deal  of  half-digested  food  had  escaped  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In  this  case  tlie  pylorus  was  found  indurated, 
which  had  doubtless  been  the  cause  of  the  dyspepsia,  and  may  likewise 
account  for  the  stomach  being  unable  to  pass  the  food  into  the  duodenum. 

Where  full  vomiting  takes  place  without  any  particular  sensation,  and 
where  the  nausea  has  not  been  of  a  distressing  nature,  great  relief  is  ex- 
perienced in  very  many  states  of  morbid  function,  and  it  not  infre- 
quently occurs  that  a  complete  evacuation  of  the  stomach,  such  as  that 
which  occurs  during  a  protracted  sea-voyage,  rather  promotes  the  general 
health  than  leaves  beliind  any  mischievous  effect  ;  for  a  complete  ablu- 
tion, as  Cullen  has  called  it,  of  the  plicae,  or  folds  of  the  stomach,  is  its 
consequence,  with  the  removal  of  the  mucus  or  sordes  that  m*ay  have 
long  been  collected,  and  served  almost  as  a  mechanical  impediment  to 
the  proper  digestion  of  the  food,  its  conversion  into  alimentary  matter, 
and  its  regular  discharge  into  the  intestinal  canal,  the  influence  extending 
far  beyond  the  stomach  itself,  for  those  important  viscera  which  aid  by 
their  secretions  the  assiniilating  organs,  the  liver  and  the  pancreas,  are 
called  into  action  ;  and  with  the  inverted  motion  of  the  stomach  the 
intestines  sympathize  ;  they  likewise  associate  their  action,  and  they 
pour  forth  from  the  surface  nearest  to  the  stomach  their  contents,  whether 
they  be  half-digested  food,  bile,  pancreatic  juice,  or  mucus.  At  one 
period  it  was  supposed  to  be  a  criterion  of  the  due  effect  of  the  emetic 
when  there  was  a  tinge  of  biliary  coloring  matter  in  that  which  was 
ejected,  or  if  a  taste  of  great  acridity  pervaded  the  mouth  and  fauces 
Some  enietics  distress  individuals  more  than  others,  and  probably  ipe- 
cacuan  is  the  one,  of  all  others,  best  adapted  for  general  use;  for, 
though  the  preparations  of  antimony  are  very  valuable  to  us,  and  more 
particularly  as  they  very  frequently  act  as  well  upon  the  bowels  and 
produce  co[)ious  evacuations,  they  are  very  apt  to  lower  the  general  tone 
of  the  system,  to  produce  much  nausea  and  depressing  sensations  ;  and 
this  occurs  more  particularly  in  young  children,  in  whom,  sometimes, 
great  distress  is  produced  and  long  kept  up  by  these  salts.  There  is 
considerable  attention  necessary  in  fixing  the  dose  of  each  emetic,  ob- 
serving the  time  at  which  it  is  best  administered,  and  the  particular  state 
of  the  pulse,  the  secretions,  and  the  skin.  A  small  or  inedium  dose  of 
some  of  the  emetics  is  to  be  avoided,  for  the  result  is  great  nausea, 
with  ineffectual  efforts  to  vomit  ;  while  an  inordinate  dose  greatly  dis- 
turbs the  stomach,  and  leaves  it  in  a  dyspeptic  state  ;  but,  of  the  two, 
the  small  dose  is  most  mischievous,  for  in  this  case  the  whole  system 
suffers,  whilst,  where  the  great  quantity  has  been  given,  the  organ  itself 
only  is  affected,  and  although  there  will  always  be  a  great  sympathy  be- 
tween it  and  the  whole  frame,  still  it  recovers  itself  more  rapidly,  and  is 
soon  brought  back  to  its  former  condition. 

The  operation  Ireipiently  takes  place  some  lime  after  the  emetic  has  been 
taken;  ten  minutes  or  a  (juarterof  an  hour  generally  elapse.  Although 
we  possess  some  drugs  which  instantaneously  produce  this  effect,  slill  we 
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are  seldom  desirous  that  they  should  be  employed,  for  the  more  gradual 
influence  is  m.uch  more  useful  in  the  cure  of  disease.  The  stomach,  in 
most  instances,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  act  upon  the  substance,  and  by  its 
own  chemical  power  to  divest  the  emetic  of  such  extraneous  matter  as 
may  be  devoid  of  any  active  agency;  hence  ipecacuan  is  {)referred  to 
the  emetic  principle  it  contains.  Disease  has  very  considerable  influence 
upon  the  power  of  each  of  these  agents,  independent  of  idiosyncra- 
sies, which  lay  individuals  more  open  to  the  rapid  discharge  of  the 
stomach.  Thus,  we  generally  find  that  in  diseases  attended  with  much 
fever,  vomiting  is  easily  excited  ;  in  almost  all  the  exanthematous  dis- 
eases this  is  very  strongly  marked:  in  persons  laboring  under  smallpox 
more  especially,  and  small  doses  only  are  necessary.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  diseases  of  the  brain  and  of  the  nervous  system,  attended  with 
spasm,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  this  end  is  very  great.  In  mania,  in 
melancholia,  in  hypochondriasis,  we  notice  it,  and  likewise  occasionally 
in  epilepsy,  in  chorea,  in  tetanus,  and  in  hydrophobia  ;  and  in  these 
cases,  though  the  deadliest  nausea  is  produced  by  tobacco,  the  vomiting 
does  not  occur  to  give  relief.  It  occurs  often,  where  you  have  no  im- 
mediate necessity  of  giving  the  emetic,  that  you  may  delay  it  until  the 
following  morning,  and  greatly  increase  its  effect  by  the  administration 
of  a  narcotic  on  the  patient's  retiring  to  rest.  When  the  vomiting  has 
commenced  it  is  right  to  assist  the  stomach  by  diluents  which  have  some 
slight  bitterness  if  possible  ;  hence  camomile  infusion  is  so  generally 
used,  and  the  slight  tonic  effect  that  is  left  behind  is  of  service  ;  by  such 
means  a  general  washing  out  of  the  viscus  takes  place,  and  no  remains 
of  the  drug  employed  are  left  behind  to  keep  up  that  state  of  irrita- 
tion which  is  the  consequence  of  the  want  of  this  proper  precaution. 

The  secondary  operation  is  very  serviceable,  for  the  system  is  gently 
excited  ;  the  perspiration  promoted,  an  inclination  to  sleep  comes  on, 
which,  if  indulged  in,  is  found  to  be  very  refreshing,  and  from  which 
the  individual  generally  awakens  relieved  from  those  impressions  from 
which  he  has  been  suffering.  That  there  are  many  stales  in  which 
they  are  very  prejudicial  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  that  they  are 
doubtful  in  others  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  they  may  be  considered  amongst 
the  most  useful  of  the  instruments  which  have  been  placed  in  our  hands, 
and  I  shall,  as  I  bring  each  of  them  before  your  consideration,  dilate 
upon  the  advantages  we  have  obtained  from  its  use.  1  shall  not  enter 
upon  the  theories  that  have  been  advanced  to  account  for  their  opera- 
tion, for  each  person  has  his  own,  and  none  are  perfectly  satisfactory. 
That  the  action  of  emetics  is  intimately  connected  with  the  brain,  our 
knowledge  of  a  vast  number  of  facts  has  shown  to  us,  and  there  may  be 
circumstances  under  which  the  stomach  is  a  mere  passive  organ,  but 
'  this  is  not  universal.  That  a  retarded  circulation  produces  it,  intoxica- 
tion shows,  and  hence  bleeding  will  often  prepare  the  stomach  ;  but  I 
think  we  must  rather  feel  that  it  is  not  one  set  of  causes  that  invert  the 
usual  action,  but  that  tliere  are  many.  Magendie,  Darwin,  Boerhaave, 
and  many  others,  have  attempted  to  explain  the  phenomena  that  we 
witness,  but  to  them  I  prefer  referring  you  rather  than  to  attempt  to  elu- 
cidate their  views,  or  to  offer  my  own. 
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GUACO. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
A  PLANT,  bearing  this  name,  was  discovered  several  years  ago  in  the 
mountains  of  Venezuela,  wiiich  is  said  to  [)0ssess  surprising  virtue  as  an 
antidote  to  poisons,  whether  infused  by  venomous  re|)tile  or  rabid  animal. 
Silliman's  Journal  for  April,  May,  and  June,  1833,  contains  along  letter 
fro(n  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Philadel|)hia,  describing  its  properties,  and  enu- 
meratinor  the  cases  in  which  it  is  adtninistered  with  success.  Doubtless 
many  of  the  marvellous  stories  that  are  told  of  its  healing  powers  are 
fictitious,, yet  it  seems  to  be  too  extensively  used  to  warrant  the  belief 
that  it  is  a  useless  herb. 

A  small  quantity  of  the  juice   of  the  above  named  plant  is  received, 
and  will  be  furnished  to  the  Faculty,  gratuitously,  on  application  to 

Eben.  Wight,  Apothecary. 

No.  46  Milk  Street,  Boston. 
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A   NEW   VOLUME   OF   THE  JOURNAL. 

To  day  is  issued  the  first  number  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Jommal.  We  are  reminded  of  the  ceaseless  pro- 
gress of  time,  by  looking  at  the  eighteen  volumes  of  this  work.  To 
have  had  the  task  imposed  of  constructing  such  a  mass  of  matter,  would 
have  appeared  the  labor  of  a  long  life  ;  yet  by  little  and  little  it  has  ac- 
cumulated, and  instead  of  considering  the  obligation  we  are  under  to  our 
readers  iti  the  preparation  of  this  periodical,  in  the  light  of  a  disagreea- 
ble contract,  we  always  refer  with  pleasure  and  delight  to  the  hours,  days, 
weeks  and  years  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  in  chronicling  whatever 
could  be  serviceable  to  the  professional  reader.  The  time  spent  upon 
these  volumes  has  made  a  draft  upon  the  most  vigorous  and  buoyant  por- 
tion of  life  ;  however,  wo  look  i)ac.k  with  no  regret,  but  forward  to  many 
more  revolving  years,  with  the  desire  to  merit  the  approbation,  of  an  intel- 
lifront  medical  piil>lic,  which  has  invariably  been  bestowed  through  the 
entire  series  of  this  Journal. 

We  very  much  dislike,  in  this  connection,  to  allude  to  the  subject  of 
the  delinquency  of  subscribers,  as  we  know  that  to  the  majority  of  our 
readers  such  notices  have  no  reference,  and  are  therefore  uninteresting 
to  them.  But  as  the  amount  of  subscriptions  from  this  majority  is  not 
sufficient  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Journal,  we  are 
compelled  either  silently  to  give  up  a  proportion  of  income  which  cannot 
be  well  spared,  or  endeavor  to  convince  those  who  are  interested,  of  the 
inconvenience  occasioned  by  their  neglect.  It  is  by  reason  of  this  an- 
nual loss  that  we  are  compelled  to  forego,  from  year  to  year,  the  adop- 
tion of  several  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  Journal,  which  have 
Ion"'  been  contemplated,  but  which  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  without 
more  ample  means  than  are  now  furnished.     It  is  this  cause,  also,  which 
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in  times  past  has  been  the  death  of  so  many  medical  publications  in  the 
United  States,  and  from  which  all  are  now  more  or  less  suffering.  Seve- 
ral of  them  are  adopting  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  which,  we  are  inclined 
to  think,  must  eventually  be  adopted  by  all.  Notice  was  given  in  the 
last  number  of  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Journal  that  no  numbers  of  that 
work  would  be  sent  hereafter  to  any  one  who  had  not  forwarded  payment 
for  one  year  in  advance.  The  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner  is  pub- 
lished on  the  same  plan.  We  have  never  yet  fully  ado])ted  this  method 
with  regard  to  old  subscribers  ;  but  are  persuaded  that  in  no  other  way 
can  a  periodical  of  any  kind  be  circulated  in  distant  States  without  the 
certainty  of  a  loss  which  few  publishers  can  afford  to  sustain.  It  would 
be  a  cause  of  astonishment  to  any  one  not  acquainted  with  such  matters, 
to  see  the  notices,  which  we  are  constantly  receiving  from  postmasters, 
of  the  removal,  to  some  unknown  place,  of  subscribers  whose  subscrip- 
tions have  remained  unpaid  for  ditlerent  lengths  of  time.  There  are 
several  thousand  dollars  now  due  for  the  Medical  Journal  from  such  indi- 
viduals, many  of  whom,  doubtless,  send  for  some  other  medical  work  on 
arriving  at  their  new  places,  and  manage  with  them  in  the  same  way. 
On  this  account  it  would  be  well  for  the  different  medical  journals  in  the 
United  States  to  publish  a  list  of  such  individuals,  for  the  benefit  of  each 
other.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  such  a  course  is  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Southern  Medical  Journal,  which  we  learn  from  the  following  notice, 
copied  from  the  last  No.  of  that  work. 

"  We  shall  say  no  more  to  unjust  subscribers  at  present,  but  would 
take  this  occasion  to  notify  them,  that  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned, 
we  shall  publish  in  our  next  No.  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  honest 
M.D. 's  who  have,  after  receiving  the  Journal  six,  eight,  and  some  as 
long  as  nine  months,  sent,  through  the  postmaster,  their  '  refusal,'  or 
who  have  left  their  former  residences  without  notifying  us,  or  settling  their 
accounts." 

The  following  paragraph  has  been  published  in  several  periodicals, 
and  so  forcibly  does  it  express  the  truth  in  relation  to  a  majority  of  such 
cases,  that  we  are  induced  to  copy  it  here. 

"  He  who  orders  a  paper,  or  periodical,  and  after  receiving  and  en- 
joying it  for  a  year  or  two,  changes  his  place  of  residence  without  noti- 
fying the  proprietor  of  the  fact,  or  orders  a  discontinuance  without  paying 
up  arrearages,  is  just  as  guilty  of  robbery,  in  the  truest  sense  of^  the 
term,  as  he  who  breaks  into  a  dwelling-house  at  midnight,  and  bears 
away  the  plate  or  jewels  thereof" 

We  are  aware  that  there  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  much  dif- 
ficulty in  some  of  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  in  procuring  paper 
money  which  can  be  used  at  the  North.  VVhere  this,  or  any  other  rea- 
sonable excuse  exists,  we  are  always  ready,  when  a  disposition  to  deal 
fairly  is  manifested,  to  accommodate  subscribers.  This  objection  need 
not  be  urged,  however,  by  any  distant  subscriber  who  can  procure  cur- 
rent bills  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  such  bills,  as  well  as  all  current 
ones  in  New  England,  are  received  without  discount.  Those  of  most  of 
the  southern  cities  would  also  be  preferred  to  a  long  delay  ;  and,  in  fact, 
any  kind  of  bills,  if  current  where  issued,  would  be  better  than  none. 

Our  correspondents,  for  whose  favors  during  the  last  six  months  we  are 
truly  grateful,  it  is  hoped  will  resume  their  contributions  when  the  pre- 
sent sultry  season  is  succeeded  by  one  which  is  more  favorable  to  men- 
tal effort. 
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Berkshire  Medical  Instifiiiion. — An  impression  has  jjone  abroad  that  the 
explosion  of  a  powder  mui^azine  near  the  college  edifices,  a  few  weeks 
at^o,  essentially  injured  the  property,  and  proved  particularly  disastrous 
to  the  anatomical  cabinet  ;  which  is  calculated  to  affect  the  interests  of  the 
school,  and  perhaps  deter  many  from  going  there  the  ensuing  term,  from 
a  belief  that  the  course  of  instruction  must  consequently  be  defective  for 
the  want  of  valuable  objects  of  illustration.  It  gives  us  much  pleasure 
to  assure  the  medical  reader  that  the  damage  was  greatly  overrated.  Per- 
haps the  prospect  was  never  brighter  in  any  former  year,  than  at  present, 
of  doing  the  students  ample  justice.  A  letter  from  one  of  the  faculty, 
explanatory  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  damage  which  the  institution 
sustained,  warrants  us  in  speaking  very  decidedly  and  positively  in  regard 
to  the  preparations  for  the  forthcoming  annual  course  of  lectures — be- 
ginning o.n  Thursday,  August  23d. 

Giiaco  Plant. — It  is  of  considerable  importance  to  have  a  decided  and 
careful  inquiry  instituted  in  relation  to  the  value  of  the  Guaco,  referred 
to  in  Mr.  Wight's  communication  on  another  page.  As  he  offers  the 
article  freely  to  all  who  ask  it,  it  would  be  well  for  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  test  its  medicinal  virtues,  to  send  seasonably,  before  the  whole 
quantity  in  the  gentleman's  possession  is  exhausted. 


Stammering  cured. — Dr.  Andrew  Comstock,  at  No.  100  Arch  Street, 
Philadelphia,  announces  the  opening  of  an  institution  under  his  care  for 
the  relief  of  stammerers  and  improvement  in  elocution.  It  is  probable 
that  some  new  and  perhaps  successful  mode  has  been  devised,  of  conse- 
quence to  that  unfortunate  class  for  whom  the  lyceum  is  now  opened. 
His  references  in  this  city  are  of  a  very  satisfactory  kind. 


Curious  Fact. — The  Rev.  Lemuel  Potter,  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church  in  Lowell,  communicates  the  following  fact  to  the  Lowell  Cou- 
rier : — A  young  lady  of  that  city,  daughter  of  Mr.  Levi  Atwood,  who 
has  been  sick  for  some  time,  and  was  supposed  to  be  in  consumption,  on 
Saturday,  the  14th  of  July,  vomited  between  three  and  four  hundred  in- 
sects, resembling  maggots.  Some  of  these  were  placed  in  a  bottle  of 
white  glass  and  soon  changed  into  the  chrysalis  state.  On  Thursday, 
July  26,  they  became  the  coumion  house  fly.  The  question  now  arises, 
how  did  these  common  flies  introduce  their  eggs  into  the  stomach  of  this 
person  ?  It  is  suggested  that  she  may  have  received  them  upon  lettuce, 
or  other  food,  and  that  her  stotnach,  being  diseased,  retained  and  hatched 
them.  Although  strong  emetics  were  given  her,  no  more  have  appeared 
since  the  14th. 

Horrible  Ravages  of  Smallpox  among  the  Lidians. — The  steamboat 
Antelope,  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  reached  St.  Louis  July  18. 
The  St.  J^ouis  Republican  says  : — "  The  agent  of  the  company  reports 
that  the  smallpox  had  ceased  its  ravages  among  the  Indians  higher  up 
the  Yellow  Stone.  The  Assineboines  are  said  to  be  e.xtinct,  and  most 
of  the  lilackfect  have  fallen  victims.  It  was  believed  that  more  than 
25,000  have  died  of  the  disease,  and  that  it  would  not  stop  short  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean." 
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Tubercles. — Tubercles  are  not  more  frequently  observed  in  the  lungs 
of  persons  who  died  while  affected  with  pulmonary  emphysema,  or  after 
lonjr  pulmonary  catarrh,  than  in  those  who  have  died  of  other  disorders, 
— Louis. 

To  CoRRESpo'DENTs. — We  beg  leave  to  express  our  thanks  to  those  gentle- 
men who  have  so  promptly  responded  to  the  request  recently  made  through  these 
pages,  that  catalogues  of  medical  schools,  &c.,  in  the  United  States,  be  sent 
to  the  address  of  this  Journal.  Documents  are  constantly  arriving.  We  still 
have  more  difficulty,  however,  in  obtaining  the  names  of  officers  in  these  So- 
cieties, than  in  procuring  any  other  kind  of  statistical  medical  information. — 
The  paper  on  the  Avon  Springs  was  received  too  late  for  this  No. 

Died, — In  Hagerstown,  Md.,  Dr.  Samuel  Young,  in  his  100th  year. — Drowned, 
in  the  Mississippi,  evening  of  May  20,  near  Charleston,  Wisconsin  Territory,  Obed 
Marshall,  M.D.,  formerly  of  Nantucket,  and  lately  a  practitioner  of  medicine  in 
Charlestown,  Mass. 

Wliole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  August  4,  4J.     Males,  22 — females,  19. 

Consumption,  4— asthma,  1 — burn,  1 — cholera  morbus,  2 — cholera  infantum,  5 — dysentery,  2 — mor- 
tificalion  of  the  bowels,  1 — drinking  cold  water,  2 — infantile,  4 — typhous  (ever,  1 — fits,  1 — drowned, 
1 — dropsy  in  the  brain,  I — accidental,  1 — old  age,  2 — marasmus,  1— teething,  3— drojisy,  1 — quinsy,  1 
— hooping  cough,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — bleeding  at  the  stomach,  1 — cliild-bed  fever,  1. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures  will  begin  at  the  College  in  Mason  street,  first  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  three  months.  For  a  month  after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  Medical  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  hy  ....  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by        ...  -  Dr.  Channixg. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  ....        Dr.  Bicelow. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         ...  Dr.  G.  Havward 

Chemistry, by  -  _..-..  Dr.  \Vebster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -  -  -  -  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  may  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHANiN'I.NG, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aug  1— tX  Dear,  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

BOYLSTON   MEDICAL  PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Prize  Committee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  fullowing  physicians,  viz. : — 

John  C.   VVarren',  M.D.  George  Haywabd,  M.D. 

RuFus  Wtman,  M.D.  John  Randall,  M.D. 

George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.  Enoch  Hale,  M.D. 

Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.  John  Ware,  M.D. 

Walter  Chan.ving,  M.D. 

At  the  Annual  .Meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  Wednesday,  August  1.  1838,  a  premium  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Edward  VVarren,  M.D.,of  Boston,  fora  Disser- 
tation on  the  question,  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous 
Inflammation?" 

The  follnwiiig  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1839,  are  before  the  public,  viz.: — 

1st.  "The  pathology  and  treatment  of  rheumatism." 

2d.  "What  is  scrofula.'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment.'" 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  1839. 

The  following  questions  are  now  ofl^ered  for  the  year  1840,  viz. — 

1st.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  typhus, and  typhoid  fever." 

2d.  "  The  pathologv  and  treatment  of  medullary  sarcoma." 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1840. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  de- 
vice or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  iii  the  year  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. — 

Jst.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertations  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vole  in  connection  therewith.  ENOCH  HALE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals  throughout  the  United  States  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  give  the  above  an  insertion. 

Boston,  August  4,  1838.  Aug  8— 4t 
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MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  siih^crihers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  oftlie  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lecrures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  lns:ruction,  by  lectures  or  exaaiiuations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  cf  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Chamnino. 
On  Pliysiology,  Paihology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  .        .        -        .        .  '<      Dr.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,        ..-.  -.-.-.  .  "       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lii^liis  and  fuel  witlDut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

Tiie  fee-i  are  iJIOJ — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Roston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  motiths. 

A;>,jl  icalioiis  are  to  be  luaile  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Trcmont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTEK  CdANMNG, 

Jf)HN   WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WLNSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  Instruction.  Students  will  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  departments  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  the  smallpox 
and  varioloid  diseases.  Tlu^y  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  the  cases  which  tliey  witriess, 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  re:;ular  lectures  at  the  ("ollege,  they  will  receive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportunities  will 
be  atfiirded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRV,  M.D. 

H.I.  J50WDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D. 
July  2.5— eoptX— emtJy  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

BERKSHIRE   MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  annual  Course  of  Lectures  for  1818,  in  this  Institution,  will  commence  on  the 23d  of  August 
(the  last  Thursday  hut  one  in  the  month)  and  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

The  prerequisites  lor  admission  to  an  examination  for  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  .Medicine  are,  three 
full  years'  study  under  a  regular  practitioner  of  medicine  ;  attendance  on  two  full  courses  of  medical 
lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at  this  school  ;  a  defensible  thesis  on  some  subject  connected 
with  medical  Science  ;  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  a  good  moral  character. 
Gentlemen  who  intend  to  present  themselves  as  candidates  for  a  Degree  are  particularly  requested 
to  procure  full  and  formal  certihcales  of  time. 

By  legalizing  the  study  of  .\natomy,  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  has  furnished  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy.  It  has  also,  by  this  provision,  most  effectually 
guarded  tlie  sepulchres  of  the  dead  from  all  violation. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Meilicine,  by        -        -----        HE;»Rr  H.  Childs,   M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         ...        -       Chester  Dewev,  M.D. 

Principles  and    Practice  of  ^llrgel•y,  by  -----        Willabd  Parker,  M.D. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Pathological  Anatomy,  by        -        -        .        .         Elisha  Bartlett,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  ----------         David  Palmer,  M.I). 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by-------        Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Legal  .Medicine,  by---  -  -.-.         Henrv  Hl-bbard,  Esq. 

Fee  for  the  Course  of  Lectures,  S.'iO.  Fee  for  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  at 
an  incorporated  medical  school,  .%I0.  Graduation  fee,  .$18.  Fellows  of  the  .Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  others  who  have  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  .Meilicine,  are  admitted  gratuitously  to 
the  lectures.  R.   WATTS,  JR.,  Dean  of  the  FacttUif. 

PUUfield,  Mass.,  Wth  June,  1838.  tAug23 

FOR  SALE. 

The  house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Eli  Hall,  together  with  'iO  or  -in  acres  of  good  land.  The  house  la 
well  constructed,  two  stories  high,  almost  new,  in  good  style,  large  and  commodious  rooms,  supe- 
rior cellar,  wood  house,  wull,  carriage  hoii-se,  and  horse  barn  attached.  Also  a  variety  of  excellent, 
selecleil  fniit  trees— cherries,  plumbs,  pears  and  apples.  Possession  given  to  suit  the  purchaser. 
Few  situations  can  be  found  more  desirable  for  a  physician  or  lawyer.     Terms  very  low. 

For  further  particulars  inquire  of  J.  H.  Flint,  .M.D.,  Springfield;  C.  A.  Hall,  M.D.,  Northampton  ; 
n.  H.  Hall,  .No   .I')  Ivilbv  Street,  Boston,  or  at  the  premises. 

Slaiiflfnrd,  jMa<^.,  .^iijrnst,  |s:i8.  Aug  8— fiw 
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SMALLPOX   AND    VACCINATION    IN    CEYLON. 

[Our  latest  munbers  of  the  India  Medical  Journal  contain  a  letter,  by 
J.  Kinnis,  M*.D.,  of  Ceylon,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  island, 
on  the  advantages  of  vaccination.  He  appears  to  iiave  collected  all  the 
local  facts  relating  to  the  subject,  which  could  possibly  be  obtained,  and 
has  arranged  theai,  with  the  most  convincing  arguments,  in  a  manner  the 
best  calculated  to  arouse  attention  to  the  importance  of  this  mild  pre- 
ventive of  one  of  the  most  loathsome  of  diseases.  We  have  selected 
some  of  his  statements  for  republication  in  the  Journal,  which  will  be 
found  interesting  and  not  without  their  value  to  the  medical  practitioner 
in  every  part  of  the  world.] 

For  many  years  previous  to  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  great  de- 
vastation was  committed  annually,  in  this  island,  by  smallpox  ;  according 
to  the  most  moderate  computation,  it  carried  off  a  sixth  part  of  the 
whole  population;  for  eight  years  it  had  been  at  all  times  prevalent,  in 
a  certain  degree,  in  the  pettah,  and  scarcely  ever  failed  to  visit  Colombo 
and  prevail  epidemically  in  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  De- 
cember, during  the  north-east  monsoon,  when  the  port  was  open,  and 
much  resorted  to  by  small  craft  from  the  opposite  coast.  In  1799  it 
appeared  in  the  pettah  of  Trincomalie,  where  numbers  died  daily  ;  and 
in  that  and  the  following  year  committed  considerable  ravages  there,  and 
"  still  more  in  the  other  parts  of  Ceylon,  particularly  in  the  south-west 
side,  where  it  occasioned  so  great  a  mortality  as  to  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  a  pestilence — in  consequence  of  which  the  natives  deserted  their 
villages  and  infected  relatives,  on  its  first  appearance,  to  the  great  dimi- 
nution of  the  revenue,  and  the  infinite  distress  and  misery  of  the  inhabi- 
tants." In  the  middle  of  July,  1800,  it  *'  broke  out  suddenly  in  Errore 
and  Undewally  (Vandermal,  Cordiner),  two  villages  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Batticaloa,  and  so  great  was  the  panic  occasioned  amongst  the  inhabi- 
tants, by  the  appearance  of  the  infection,  that  all  those  in  health  imme- 
diately deserted  their  habitations  and  left  the  helpless  sick  without  any 
assistance."  The  elephants,  chetahs,  and  wild  hogs  soon  after  "  came 
down  from  the  jungle  ;  broke  down  the  fences ;  destroyed  and  rooted 
up  the  trees  ;  ate  the  stores  of  paddy  and  other  provisions  ;  and,  what 
is  still  more  horrible,  carried  off  some  of  the  sick,  or  at  least  consumed 
the  bodies  of  the  deceased.  It  is  certain  that  in  one  house,  where  three 
sick  persons  had  been  left,  not  a  vestige  of  even  their  remains  was  to  be 
fibund  on  the  return  of  the  inhabitants."  "  On  such  occasions,  the  hus- 
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band  forsakes  his  wife,  the  mother  her  children,  and  the  son  his  father, 
often  leaving  tliein  in  their  miserable  huts  to  the  ravages  of  famine,  and 
the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest."  Dr.  Christie,  superintendent  of  hospitals, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Cordiner,  chaplain  to  the  garrison  of  Colombo, 
visited  Errore  and  Vandermal  "  on  the  4th  September,  at  which  time 
the  infection  had  ceased,  and  the  people  had  begun  to  return  to  their 
usual  habitations  ;  but  found  their  former  residence  (lately  a  flourishing 
village)  almost  entirely  waste  and  desolate,  in  consequence  of  their  pre- 
cipitate desertion."  "The  ravaged  orchards  exhibited  scenes  of  terrible 
devastation  ;  the  mangled  trees  were  strewed  on  the  ground  ;  the  straw 
stripped  from  the  roofs  of  the  cottages;  the  surface  of  the  earth  broken 
up  and  filled  with  hollows;  the  fences  shattered;  earthen  pots,  the 
simple  utensils  for  culinary  purposes,  wheels,  reels,  loo(ns,_  and  all  the 
apparatus  of  the  weavers,  lying  useless  and  forsaken."  "  Of  the  diseased 
in  Vandermal  forty  people  died  and  ten  recovered."  In  Errore,  "out 
of  thirteen  infected  persons  six  had  died,  and  the  others  had  just  re- 
covered and  were  in  a  miserable  state." 

The  distresses  here  described  could  not  fail  to  attract  attention,  and 
the  honorable  Frederick  North,  the  humane  and  benevolent  Governor, 
established  at  Colombo,  Calle,  Trincomalie  and  Jaffna,  smallpox  hos- 
pitals for  the  reception  of  patients  laboring  under  the  natural  disease, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  inoculation  :  at  the  same  time  he  ap- 
pointed medical  attendants  to  take  care  of  the  infected  in  their  villages. 

From  the  first  of  October,  1800,  to  the  30th  September,  1802,  the 
number  of  patients,  with  natural  smallpox,  treated  by  the  medical  over- 
seers in  the  different  hospitals  and  villages,  was  2,1 10  ;  of  which  num- 
ber 473  died,  being  in  the  proportion  nearly  of  I  to  4i  ;  and  the  num- 
ber of  inoculated  patients  amounted  to  4,158;  of  which  number  108 
died,  being  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  38. 

Vaccination,  in  this  island,  was  first  successfully  performed  at  Trinco- 
malie, on  the  11th  August,  1802,  with  dried  lymph  sent  from  Bombay, 
and  was  speeddy  communicated  by  living  subjects,  or  impregnated 
threads,  to  every  other  part  of  the  maritime  districts.  Variolous  inocu- 
lation being  |)rohibited,  the  smallpox  hospitals  suppressed,  and  the  medi- 
cal superintendents  and  overseers  transferred  to  the  vaccine  establish- 
ment, vaccination  was  practised  every  mortiing  by  all  the  European  sur- 
geons in  the  island  ;  and  those  who  were  stationed  in  Colombo,  in  their 
anxiety  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  epidemic  smallpox,  then  prevalent, 
as  well  as  to  satisfy  the  eager  wishes  of  the  natives — who  flocked  in 
crowds  to  the  vaccinator,  seeking  security  against  that  dreadful  malady 
— labored  the  whole  day,  and  after  vaccinating  a  himdred  persons  each, 
were  often  obliged  to  put  off  many  additional  applicants  to  another  op- 
portunity. In  little  more  than  three  months,  upwards  of  ten  thousand 
persons  were  vaccinated  in  different  parts  of  the  island.  So  early  as  the 
end  of  1802,  almost  every  one  susceptible  of  infection  had,  in  many 
villages,  submitted  to  vaccination  ;  the  natives  in  general  placed  implicit 
submitted  confidence  in  its  efficacy,  in  preventing  smallpox,  and  that  dis- 
ease had  been  bnidshed  from  Hambantotte,  after  prevailing  there  from 
the  preceding  October.     During  the  first  eight  months,  or  up  to  the  end 
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of  April,  1803,  the  number  vaccinated  was  estimated  at  fourteen  thou- 
sand at  least  ;  within  that  year  nine  thousand  persons,  chiefly  in  the 
south-west  parts  of  the  island,  were  vaccinated,  and  smallpox  was 
banished  from  the  district  of  Colombo,  in  the  pettah  of  which  it  had 
been  at  all  times  prevalent  for  nine  preceding  years. 

In  iVIarch,  1804,  vaccination  had  got  into  disrepute,  and  became  ex- 
tinct at  Jaffna,  from  the  introduction  of  a  spurious  disease  in  its  stead, 
after  passing  tlnough  which,  several  persons  had  caught  sniall[)ox  and 
died  ;  but  Dr.  Christie,  liaving  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  month  there, 
and  introduced  the  genuine  disease  from  Trincomalie,  the  practice  was 
thenceforth  as  successfully  and  rapidly  extended  as  in  any  other  part  of 
Ceylon,  though  the  Malabar  inhabitants  had  shown  much  more  aversion 
to  vaccination  than  the  Singhalese  of  the  south  and  south-west  parts  of 
the  island..  By  April,  J804,  twenty-one  thousand  individuals  had  been 
vaccinated,  and  smallpox  had  been  banished  from  the  pojjulous  districts 
of  Galle  and  Maiura,  as  well  as  of  Hambantotte  and  Colombo. 

From  the  time  when  smallpox  liad  disappeared  in  Colombo,  the  indif- 
ference of  the  [)eople  to  vaccination  increased  daily,  and  the  vaccinators 
were  frequently  obliged  to  search  for  them  in  their  villages  ;  so  that 
with  all  their  exertions,  not  above  eight  thousand  were  vaccinated  in 
1804.  The  prevalence,  or  reported  prevalence,  of  smallpox  in  the 
Kandian  country  in  the  month  of  IMay,  1805,  created  alarm  in  the  fron- 
tier, and  increased  the  number  of  applications  for  vaccination,  and  in 
January,  1806,  smallpox  teas  extinct  in  the  district  of  Jaffna,  where  it 
had  been  kept  up  longer,  from  the  cause  already  mentioned,  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  island. 

In  the  following  February  a  man  landed  from  the  Coast  with  small- 
pox, during  the  pearl  fishery  at  Aripo  ;  and  the  disease  being  communi- 
cated to  a  few  others,  was  carried  to  Colombo,  on  the  breaking  up  of 
the  fishery  in  April,  but  did  not  spread  lo  any  extent  :  no  one  who  had 
been  vaccinated  caught  it  ;  and  the  alarm  created  by  its  appearance 
greatly  increased  the  number  of  vaccinations.  In  January,  1807,  small- 
pox appeared  and  spread  in  the  district  of  Trincomalie,  and  from  thence 
found  its  way  to  Jaffna  ;  but  was  banished  from  both  places  during  the 
year  by  the  beneficial  influence  of  vaccination.  The  number  vaccinated 
was  considerably  greater  in  this  than  in  any  former  year,  [)articularly 
amongst  the  Malabar  inhabitants  of  the  Trincomalie  and  Jaffna  districts, 
an)ounting  to  21,870,  or  nearly  double  the  annual  average  of  the  period 
which  had  then  elapsed  from  the  introduction  of  vaccination.  From 
May,  1806,  through  1807,  occasional  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  in  Co- 
lombo pettah  ;  but  in  January,  1808,  the  disease  ivas  extinct  not  only 
in  the  Colombo  district  but  in  the  whole  of  the  British  possessions  in 
Ceylon.  On  the  31st  of  that  month,  however,  it  was  imported  into  the 
district  of  Galle  by  a  Maldivian  boat  from  Bengal  :  a  large  proportion  of 
the  crew  died,  and  the  disease  was  communicated  by  a  fisherman,  who 
had  visited  the  boat  on  its  first  arrival,  to  two  or  three  inhabitants  of  the 
neighborhood  ;  but  it  spread  no  further.  In  1808,  26,207  persons  were 
vaccinated. 

Smallpox  existed  in  no  part  of  the  island  from  February,  1808,  to  Oc- 
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lober,  1809,  when  il  was  carried  to  Jaffiinpatnarn  by  a  country  boat  from 
Quiloii.  The  contagion  spread  to  a  few  individuals,  in  the  ))eltah  only, 
who  had  not  been  vaccinated,  and  was  intioduced  by  a  civil  [)risoner  into 
the  jail  of  that  place  ;  but  its  progress  was  immediately  arrested  by  the 
indiscriminate  vaccination  of  all  the  prisoners  ;  and  it  found  its  way  to 
no  other  part  of  the  island,  except  to  Putlam,  where  a  cooly  from  Jaffna 
was  ta'ken  ill  of  the  disease  in  December,  and  recovered  without  com- 
municating it  to  any  other  person.  On  this,  as  on  all  simihir  occasions, 
the  appearance  of  smallpox  had  the  good  effect  of  proving  the  preservative 
efficacy  of  vaccination,  and  of  rousing  the  people  from  their  apathy  in 
regard  to  it  ;  for  no  fewer  than  18-"30  persons  were  vaccinated  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Jaffna,  in  the  two  last  months  of  1809,  and  amongst  them  seve- 
ral Bramins,  men  and  women,  who  had  hitherto  declined  submitting  to 
the  operation.  Yet  the  total  number  vaccinated  in  1809  was  five  hun- 
dred less  than  in  1808,  being  25,697. 

In  January,  1810,  there  remained  only  six  cases  of  smallpox  in  Jaffna; 
the  disease  was  kept  up  for  some  time  longer  by  one  of  the  native  head- 
men, who  persisted  in  inoculating  with  variolous  matter,  in  defiance  of  a 
government  order  forbidding  it ;  and  smallpox  was  detected  the  same 
year  in  several  other  districts,  but  did  not  spread  to  any  extent;  only 
one  case  occurred  in  the  district  of  Colombo,  in  a  person  who  was  ascer- 
tained to  have  brought  the  disease  from  the  Kandian  country,  and  there 
was  no  instance  of  any  one  who  had  gone  through  cowpox  having  re- 
ceived the  contagion.  The  presence  of  smallpox  this  year  seems  to 
have  given  an  unusually  strong  impulse  to  vaccination,  for  the  number 
vaccinated  was  35,076,  or  more  than  double  the  annual  average  of  the 
preceding  eight  years. 

In  February,  1813,  two  recruits  for  the  second  Ceylon  regiment,  la- 
boring under  smallpox,  landed  from  the  Coast  at  Chilaw  ;  but  the  disease 
did  not  spread,  and  with  this  exception  we  find  no  mention  of  it  from 
1810  to  the  midtlle  of  1819  ;  and  this  inestimable  blessi7ig  ivas  conferred 
on   Cei/lon  by  vaccination. 

The  absence  of  smallpox  from  the  island  for  so  long  a  period  had  the 
unfortunate  effect  of  causing  an  annual  diminution  in  the  numbers  vacci- 
nated, from  35,076  in  1810,  to  13,010,  in  the  maritime  districts,  and 
13,563  in  the  whole  island  in  1818.  Vaccination  had  been  first  intro- 
duced into  the  Kandian  provinces  so  lately  as  September,  1816,  and  the 
total  number  vaccinated  therein,  up  to  the  end  of  June,  1819,  was 
8,291.  In  the  middle  of  that  year,  therefore,  a  great  proportion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  maritime  districts,  as  well  as  of  the  Kandian  provinces, 
were  unvaccinated  ;  and  it  is  now  my  painful  task  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  lamentable  consequences  of  this  want  of  ordinary  prudence  and 
foresight — of  this  strange  indifference  to  the  future  welfare  of  them- 
eelves  and  of  their  families. 

Smallpox  was  introduced  in  the  month  of  July,  1819,  by  the  master 
of  a  dhoney  from  the  Malabar  coast,  and  was  first  discovered  in  Banks- 
hall,  Colombo  pattah,  among  some  families  who  had  concealed  him.  It 
spread  rapidly,  seized  in  a  very  short  time  a  vast  number  of  people,  soon 
overstepped  the  bounds  of  the  Colombo  district,  and,  making  its  way  to 
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the  Kandian  provinces,  there  committed  great  ravages.  On  the  first 
appearance  of  the  disease,  hopes  were  entertained  that  it  might  be  pre- 
vented from  spreading  by  regulating  the  conmiunication  with  infected 
persons ;  but  it  was  soon  found  that  the  contagion  had  diffused  itself 
much  more  widely  than  had  been  suspected,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  adopt  other  measures.  With  the  view,  therefore,  of  arresting  the 
progress,  and  saving  as  many  people  as  possible  from  its  grasp,  all  the 
means  that  the  country  afforded  of  carrying  vaccination  into  effect  were 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  vaccine  department.  Nor  did  the  care  of 
the  government  "  stop  with  the  means  of  increasing  the  practice  of 
vaccination — it  extended  itself  to  providing  accommodation,  food,  and 
medical  attendance,  for  such  unfortunate  sufferers  from  the  disease  as 
were  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  them.  The  charitable  hospital  in 
the  pettah  of  Colombo  was  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  smallpoK 
patients,  and  establishments  for  the  reception  and  care  of  patients  of  the 
same  description  were  made  at  every  post  in  the  maritime  districts  and 
Kandian  provinces,  at  which  a  medical  officer  was  stationed.  These 
establishments  were  soon  crowded  with  sick,  and  the  returns  from  them, 
observes  Dr.  Farrell,  "evince  at  once  their  utility  and  necessity."  In 
Kandy,  also,  an  attempt  was  made  to  check  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
by  separating  the  sick  from  the  healthy  ;  but  notwithstanding  every 
exertion,  the  hospital  became  crowded  and  inadequate  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  all  the  candidates  for  admission.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary 
to  confine  the  admissions  to  the  more  indigent  and  destitute  of  the  af- 
flicted ;  and  "  indeed  a  large  proportion  of  the  patients,  latterly  re- 
ceived into  the  hospital,  were  individuals  whose  relations  had  completely 
deserted  them.  Thus  abandoned  by  every  one,  they  were  often  found 
lying  in  the  streets,  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  the  disease.  People 
were  appointed  to  convey  cases  of  this  kind  to  the  hospital,  where,  al- 
though in  many  instances  little  could  be  done  for  them,  in  regard  to  the 
exhibition  of  medicine,  they  received  that  attention  which  their  condi- 
tion required. 

During  the  six  months,  terminating  on  the  15th  January,  1820,  in 
the  maritime  districts  alone,  5,451  persons  were  ascertained  to  have  had 
the  disease,  and  1,745  to  have  died,  being  nearly  in  the  proportion  of 
1  to  3,  or  more  exactly  of  10  to  31  :  and,  during  the  five  months  termi- 
nating on  the  same  day,  in  the  Kandian  provinces,  2,423  were  admitted 
into  hospitals  established  for  their  accommodation,  and  1,200  died,  being 
nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  2  :  into  the  Kandy  hospital  alone  931 
persons  were  admitted,  and  525  of  them  died,  being  in  the  proportion 
of  about  10  to  13.  The  total  number  of  cases  reported  to  government 
in  the  six  months,  during  which  chiefly  the  disease  seems  to  have  pre- 
vailed, was  7,874  ;  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  2,945,  being  in  the 
proportion  of  10  to  26. 

[To  be  continued. J 
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THE  MINERAL  SPRINGS  AT   AVON. 

[Coimiiunicateil  Tor  the  Boston  Medicul  and  Surgical  Jnurniil.] 

Alibert  has  truly  observed,  "  La  science  des  eaux  niinerales  est  a  re- 
faire  ;"  for  however  advanced  iheir  chemical  history  may  be,  their  medi- 
cal history  has  received  very  little  attention.  It  is  true,  analyses  liave 
been  published  of  a  few  of  the  most  celebrated  mineral  waters  in  the 
United  States,  and  their  chemical  constitution  has  become  geneially 
known  ;  but  very  little  has  been  said  of  their  medicinal  properties,  and 
application  to  the  cure  of  diseases.  We  are  told,  for  instance,  generally, 
that  certain  waters  are  useful  in  rheumatism  of  the  inflammatory  grade  ; 
we  are  not  informed,  however,  in  what  particular  stage  of  that  disease 
they  are  useful,  or  what  is  the  proper  mode  of  using  them. 

"  To  know  the  composition  of  a  mineral  water,"  says  Bergman,  "  is 
to  outrun,  in  some  degree,  our  experience."  A  medicinal  compound  is 
presented  for  our  consideration  ;  if  it  be  composed  of  substances,  the 
medicinal  efficacy  of  which  is  known  and  appreciated,  a  knowledge  of 
the  laws  of  the  animal  economy  will  serve  to  instruct  us  what  its  action 
on  the  human  system  will  be.  In  regard  to  many  mineral  waters,  there  is, 
it  is  true,  a  great  discrepancy  between  the  deductions  of  experience  and 
those  of  analysis.  This  may  be  accounted  for,  by  considering  the 
powerful  efficacy  of  pure  water  apart  from  all  the  foreign  ingredients 
which  it  contains  ;  and  again,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  action  of 
some  waters  which  contain  but  very  minute  proportions  of  certain  medi- 
cinal agents,  is  proportionate,  not  to  the  quantity  of  these  agents,  but  to 
a  change  produced  by  them  in  the  other  constituents  of  the  waters. 
The  activity  of  the  Bath  and  Buxton  waters  is,  as  yet,  wholly  unex- 
plained by  analysis;  and  many  cures  have  undoubtedly  been  effected  by 
waters  remarkable  for  their  purity. 

An  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  the  constituent  prin- 
ciples of  any  compound,  separately  considered,  is  of  great  importance, 
in  order  to  enable  us  properly  to  appreciate  the  share  of  influence 
which  each  has  in  its  general  effect.  Viewing,  in  this  manner,  the  na- 
ture of  the  hydrosulphurous  waters  of  Avon,  we  find  them  distinguished 
for  the  large  quantity  of  free  hydrosulphuric  acid  (sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen) which  they  contain — a  compound,  as  is  well  known,  of  sulphur  and 
hydrogen. 

Sidphur*  is  a  laxative  and  diaphoretic  ;  its  action  on  the  mucous 
membranes,  particularly  those  of  the  lungs,  entitles  it  to  some  considera- 
tion as  an  expectorant  ;  it  increases  the  secretions  from  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  solicits  the  excitement  of  the  fluids  towards  the  skin.  In 
some  diseases  of  the  skin,  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most  essential 
remedies  we  possess.  The  change  in  its  chemical  constitution,  which 
follows  its  union  with  hydrogen  in  mineral  waters,  appears  to  modify  and 
increase  its  therapeutic  action. 

Again,  we  find  Avon   water  impregnated  with  an  alkaline  carbonate 
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(carbonate  of  lime),  which  substance  manifests  a  peculiar  action  upon 
the  lymphatic  system  of  vessels,  producing  the  speedy  resolution  of 
glandular  engorgements  and  indurations,  both  cellular  and  visceral  ;  its 
effects  on  the  urinary  organs  are  manifested,  both  by  exciting  them  to 
action,  in  the  same  manner  as  diuretics  properly  so  called,  and  also  by 
chaniiina  their  secretions  ;  hence  it  is  used  in  scrofula,  and  some  diseases 
of  the  bladder.  The  sulphates  of  lime,  magnesia,  and  soda,  are  other 
compounds  found  in  this  water.  The  last  two  are  saline  aperients,  or 
purgatives,  according  to  the  dose  in  which  they  are  administered  ;  and 
the  efficacy  of  this  water  in  increasing  the  discharges  from  the  alimentary 
canal,  is,  in  a  measure,  to  be  attributed  to  this  impregnation. 

The  chloride  of  calcium  is,  in  small  doses,  a  tonic  or  deobstruent  ; 
and  has  been  successfully  used  in  typhous  fever,  ill-conditioned  ulcers, 
and  in  some  diseases  of  the  skin. 

The  medicinal  effects  of  the  substance  should,  we  think,  be  con- 
sidered as  of  two  kinds:  first,  its  immediate  action  upon  the  himian  sys- 
tem ;  and  second,  its  curative  effect  in  the  removal  of  disease.  This  is 
another  substance  which  is  found  in  small  quantities  in  these  mineral 
waters. 

In  viewing  the  phenomena  which  very  soon  follow  the  internal  use  of 
the  Avon  water,  it  is  important  that  we  designate  the  peculiar  action 
which  is  the  foundation  of  all  its  curative  effects. 

This  primitive  or  fundamental  action  is  modified  by  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances, so  that  some  degree  of  obscurity  envelopes  it;  other  things 
being  equal,  however,  it  is  more  or  less  intense,  according  as  the  consti- 
tution and  temperament  of  the  patient,  and  the  nature  of  his  disease, 
render  him  more  or  less  susceptible.  This  effect  is  an  increased  action 
of  the  heart  and  arteries,  as  exhibited  by  a  greater  fullness,  strength  and 
frequency  of  pulse,  a  general  sensation  of  warmth,  a  flushing  of  the 
face,  and  other  evidences  of  increased  action,  which  vary  much  in  dif- 
ferent individuals.  Plethoric  subjects,  on  using  this  water  without  due 
precautions,  experience  a  heavy  and  dull  sensation  of  the  head,  a  propen- 
sity to  sleep,  and  other  symptoms  which  indicate  a  determination  of  the 
fluids  towards  the  head.  Others,  again,  whose  stomachs  are  preter- 
naturally  irritable,  experience  a  distressing  nausea  for  some  time  after  its 
use,  or  reject  it  altogether  by  vomiting.  Particular  local  diseases  deter- 
mine the  effect  produced  by  this  agent,  and  serve  to  explain  the  mode 
of  its  operation.  Where  local  inflammation  has  existed,  and  the  part 
has  not  yet  recovered  its  power  of  resisting  morbid  impressions,  a  return 
of  the  previous  inflammation  may  be  induced  by  its  incautious  use. 
Cases  of  this  nature  are  frequent;  one,  however,  will  serve  to  illustrate 
my  meaning. 

In  the  summer  of  1833,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  young  gentleman  from 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  18  years  of  age,  suffering  from  a  renewed 
attack  of  acute  rheumatism.  He  had  resorted  to  these  springs  by  ad- 
vice of  a  distinguished  physician,  when  but  partially  recovered  from  a 
long  and  painful  course  of  this  disease.  Instead  of  using  the  quantity 
prescribed  by  the  physician,  he  drank,  in  three  days,  nearly  four  gallons 
of  the  water;  and  the  result  was,  as  niight  be  expected,  a  renewal  of 
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this  painful  malady.  In  short,  this  immediate  effect  sometimes  consists 
in  a  febrile  excitement,  not  morbid,  which  restores  the  action  of  the 
weakened  organs,  and  rouses  them  from  their  torpid  and  engorged  state  ; 
the  skin,  tiie  cutaneous  and  sub-cutaneous  tissue,  the  urinary  organs,  the 
intestinal  and  pulmonary  mucous  membranes,  become  vividly  excited, 
and  the  excitement  is  frerjuenily  prolonged  for  some  time  after  the  use 
of  the  waters  ;  sometimes,  even  for  weeks. 

This  primitive  action  of  the  Avon  water  produces,  consecutively, 
secondary  or  curative  effects,  which  are,  a  perceptible  increase  of  the 
secretions  from  the  alimentary  canal,  the  augmentation  of  the  cutaneous 
and  pulmonary  respiration,  and  of  the  secretion  of  urine  ;  in  other  words, 
they  become  cathartic,  diaphoretic,  expectorant  and  diuretic. 

In  regard  to  the  cathartic  operation  of  this  water,  we  find  some  upon 
whose  digestive  organs  it  acts  promi)lly  and  effectually  ;  others,  again, 
upon  whom  the  largest  doses  produce  not  the  slightest  effect.  In  some 
cases,  the  water  acts  readily  at  first;  and,  in  a  short  time,  perhaps  after 
the  first  week,  seems  rather  to  produce  constipation.  This  disparity  of 
action  we  conceive  to  be  owing  to  some  peculiar  state  or  condition  of 
some  of  the  organs  of  the  individual  using  the  water,  which  renders 
them  more  or  less  susceptible  to  its  influence  ;  what  this  state  or  condi- 
tion is,  in  the  present  imperfect  stale  of  our  knowledge  of  hydrosul- 
phurous  waters,  it  is  impossible  to  determine :  a  long  course  of  observa- 
tion and  numerous  cases  are  necessary  to  decide  with  any  degree  of 
exactness.  In  some  cases  which  I  have  seen,  the  stimulant  effect  has 
been  perceptible  upon  the  skin  solely  ;  and  it  would  appear  probable, 
that  the  excretions  from  the  cutaneous  surface  were  so  abundant  as  to 
deprive  the  system  of  all  the  products  of  intestinal  action.  Generally 
four  or  six  half  pint  glasses,  drank  during  twenty -four  hours,  produce  a 
mild  cathartic  effect ;  and  under  its  long-continued  use  to  this  extent,  no 
debility  ensues,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  appetite  and  strength  are  very 
much  increased. 

It  is,  however,  for  its  action  upon  the  skin  particularly,  that  this  water 
is  conspicuous.  This  increased  activity  which  the  functions  of  the  skin 
receive,  is  manifested  by  an  itching  sensation,  or,  as  it  has  been  de- 
scribed, a  feeling  similar  to  that  of  the  stinging  of  small  insects;  and 
there  is  often  a  florid  color  of  the  body,  showing  the  high  degree  of  ca- 
pillary excitement  produced.  There  is  also,  in  most  cases,  a  sensible 
increase  of  perspiration  ;  and  frequently,  even  gentle  exercise  produces 
profuse  sweating.  The  unctuous  feeling  of  the  surface  of  the  body, 
on  leaving  the  bath,  also  shows  the  capacity  of  this  mineral  water  to 
cleanse  the  skin  :  the  alkaline  carbonate,  which  is  one  of  its  component 
parts,  forming  a  species  of  soap  with  the  oily  matter  collected  upon  the 
epidermis. 

"  As  a  striking  example  of  their  alterative  influence  on  the  cutaneous 
surface,"  says  Dr.  Francis,*  "  I  may  mention  the  case  of  an  individual, 
now  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  his  age,  incommoded  by  congenital 
iclhyosis ;  and  whom  I  recommended  to  repair  to  these  springs  last  sea- 

♦  Avon  Mineral  Waters,  N.  Y.,  IBV. 


New  Hampshire  Medical  Society.  29 

son.  The  free  use  of  these  waters,  internally  and  by  bathing,  for  some 
ten  weeks,  so  effectually  removed  this  morbid  alteration  of  the  skin,  as 
in  divers  parts  to  leave  no  trace  of  the  previous  existence  of  disfiguration." 

Other  instances,  equally  remarkable,  might  annually  be  adduced,  illus- 
trative of  the  diaphoretic  effect  of  this  water.  Cures  of  the  most  ob- 
stinate herpetic,  psorous  and  leprous  eruptions,  are  very  nuuierous  ;  and 
are  matter  of  astonishment  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  powers  of 
this  medicine. 

This  water  possesses,  also,  a  peculiar  property  of  stimulating  the 
urinary  organs.  This  property  is  manifested,  not  only  by  the  discharges 
of  urine  being  more  copious,  but  also  by  the  changes  produced  in  the 
quality  of  the  urine.  Some  hours  after  its  use,  either  internally  or  ex- 
ternally, the  urine  becomes  more  highly  colored,  depositing  a  sediment. 

I  have  stated  that  this  water  is  an  expectorant ;  and  this  property, 
from  expeiience  in  very  many  cases,  I  accord  to  it  most  fully.  It  is  not 
merely  by  a  sympathetic  effect,  that  the  pulmonary  organs  are  affected, 
but  the  simple  respiration  in  an  atmosphere  so  highly  charged  with  hy- 
drosulphuric  acid  gas  as  that  around  the  spring,  must  have  an  immediate 
action  upon  the  mucous  membrane. 

In  restoring  the  norrt'al  secretions  from  the  skin  and  bladder,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  the  pulmonary  functions  are  benefited  :  and  this 
action  is  direct ;  for,  by  a  revulsion  or  counter-excitation,  we  remove  any 
local  determination  which  may  give  rise  to  pulmonary  irritation,  and  thus 
the  lungs  are  invigorated  and  enabled  to  expectorate  any  offensive  mat- 
ter. In  the  administration  of  this  remedy  in  cases  of  pulmonary  disease, 
the  utmost  caution  is  required,  as  it  will  be  readily  perceived  that  the 
misapplication  of  a  medicine  endowed  with  such  power  of  excitation, 
cannot  but  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  consequences. 

August,  1838. 


NEW   HAMPSHIRE   MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  following  are  some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Medical  Society  at  its  last  annual  meeting.  James  B.  Abbott,  Sec. 

The  Society  celebrated  its  forty-seventh  Anniversary  at  the  Phoenix 
Hotel  in  Concord,  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  June.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Enos  Hoyt,  Northfield,  President. 
Luke  Howe,  Jaffrey,  Vice  President. 
James  B.  Abbott,  Boscawen,  Secretary. 
Dixi  Crosby,  Meredith,  Treasurer. 
Counsellors. — John  Carr,  Sandbornton  ;  Jacob  Straw,  Henniker  ;  Ste- 
phen  Drew,   Milton  ;    Noah  Martin,   Dover ;  Francis   P.   Fitch,  New 
Boston  ;    Micah    Eldridge,    Nashua ;   Reuben    D,    Mussey,   Hanover  ; 
Daniel   Oliver,  Hanover;  Thomas  Bassett,  Kingston;  Josiah  Bartlett, 
Stratham  ;  James  Bachelder,  Marlborough  ;  Samuel  Webber,Charlestovvn, 
Censors. — Moses  Hill,  Northwood ;  R.  P.  J.  Tenney,  Loudon  ;  John 
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P.  Elklns,  New  Durham  ;  Joseph  H.  Smith,  Dover ;  Thomas  Basselt, 
Kingston;  Jojiah  Bartlelt,  Slraiham  ;  Amos  Twiichell,  Keene  ;  Luke 
Howe,  JafTrey  ;  Matthias  Spauidin^,  Amherst  ;  Richard  Williams,  Mil- 
ford  ;  R.   D.  iMussey,  Hanover  ;  Daniel  Oliver,  Hanover. 

John  C.  Page,  Gilmanton ;  Moses  Hill,  Northwood,  Delegates  to 
Hanover. 

Timothy  Haynes.  Concord  ;  James  F.  Sargent,  Hopkinton,  Ora- 
tors for  \m9. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Fellows  of  the  Society,  viz. :  — 
Jeremiah  F.  Hall,  VVolfboroui^h  ;  Josiah  Bartlelt,  Stratham  ;  Silas  Cum- 
mings,  Fitzwilliam  ;  Charles  W.  Whitney,  Troy  ;  Eliphalet  K.  Webster, 
Hill ;  and  Francis  P.  Fitch,  i\ew  Boston. 

Heber  Chase,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Ezra  Green,  M.D.,  of  Do- 
ver, were  elected  honorary  members. 

A  committee  was  chosen  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  different 
trusses,  professing  to  effect  the  radical  cure  of  hernia,  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting. 

The  subject  of  a  National  Medical  Convention  was  taken  up,  and 
after  some  discussion  was  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The  commit- 
tee reported  favorably,  and  thereupon  the  Society  voted  to  recommend 
an  Annual  National  Convention,  to  consist  of  delegates  from  the  various 
medical  schools  and  societies  in  the  Union;  that  the  first  convention  be 
proposed  to  be  holden  A.  D.  1840,  and  that  the  Secretary  send  a  notice 
of  this  vole  to  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  to  the 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. 

A  committee  was  chosen,  two  years  since,  by  the  Society,  to  investi- 
gate the  condition  of  dnr  New  England  manufacturing  establishments, 
especially  as  regards  their  influence  upon  the  health,  morals  and  religion 
of  the  operatives  in  them.  At  the  last  meeting,  Professor  Mussey, 
chairman  of  said  committee,  made  a  valuable  report,  in  which  he  shows, 
conclusively,  that  this  influence  generally  is  Hir  from  being  salutary. 
With  regard  to  it  upon  the  health  of  the  operatives,  he  brings  forward 
facts  showing  that  the  air  in  which  they  labor  is  frequently  highly  im- 
pure, their  ibod  unhealthy,  the  change  of  temperature  to  which  they 
are  exposed  frequently  great  and  sudden,  without  a  proportionable 
change  of  clothing  ;  their  sleeping  apartments  often  crowded  and  poorly 
ventilated,  &;c.,  ah  which  easily  accounts  for  the  emaciated  forms,  pallid 
countenances  and  early  graves  of  our  once  healthy  daughters. 

The  Society,  and,  indeed,  the  Faculty  of  New  Hampshire,  are  about 
to  suffer  a  loss  which  will  be  felt,  in  tlie  removal  of  Professor  Mussey 
from  the  Slate.  For  upwards  of  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  distin- 
guisherl  and  eflicient  meml)erof  the  Society,  and  has  sustained  its  highest 
office  for  many  years.  His  last  address  was  listened  to  with  profound 
attention  and  deep  emotion. 

After  a  busy  session  of  two  days  the  Society  adjourned,  sine  die,  and 
the  members  departed  for  their  distant  homes,  with  the  impression  that 
it  was  good  that  they  had  been  together. 


(31) 

NARCOTIC    POISONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siirgical  Jonrnal. 

Sir, — If  you  think  the  following  worth  publishing,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  use  it. 

In  the  year  1831  I  was  called  to  a  child,  of  six  months  of  age,  who 
by  mistake  had  taken  one  drachm  of  the  tincture  of  opium.  The 
mother  supposed  she  had  used  elixir  asthmatic  until  two  or  three  hours 
after  the  dose  was  administered,  when  finding  herself  unable  to  awake 
the  child,  she  became  alarmed  and  sent  for  me.  Five  or  six  hours  had 
now  elapsed  since  the  dose  was  taken.  Stupor,  convulsions,  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils,  pulselessness,  rapid  and  anxious  respiration,  with  col- 
liquative sweats,  indicated  a  speedy  dissolution.  Internal  and  external 
stimulants,  warm  bath,  frictions,  with  emetics  of  ipecac  and  zinc,  and 
irritating  the  fauces  with  a  feather,  were  in  their  turn  ineffectually  tried. 
Recollecting  the  advantage  sometimes  derived  from  large  doses  of  sul- 
phuric ether  in  the  last  stage  of  fever  threatening  fatal  collapse,  I  ad- 
ministered two  drachms,  which  produced  a  slight  spasm  of  the  muscles 
of  deglutition.  In  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  I  gave  a  large  s[)oonful  more, 
which  caused  a  violent  spasm  and  symptoms  of  suffocation.  The  child 
cried,  vomited  freely,  opened  its  eyes,  and  for  a  few  moments  seemed  to 
notice  individuals  about  him,  and  then  sank  again  in  profound  sleep. 
External  irritants  were  renewed,  and  two  drachms  more  of  ether  given, 
which  produced  immediate  vomiting.  Enemas  of  salt  and  water  were 
now  ordered,  and  one  drachm  of  ether  every  twenty  or  twenty-five 
minutes.  After  each  dose  of  the  ether  vomiting  would  ensue,  and 
more  encouraging  symptoms  follow.     The  child  gradually  recovered. 

Two  years  after,  a  child  of  five  or  six  years  of  age  was  found  stupid 
in  the  road,  with  a  branch  of  cicuta  virosa  in  its  hand.  The  case  was 
supposed  by  myself  and  others  a  fatal  one  ;  especially  as  emetics  and 
irritants  had  been  freely  used.  Having  no  sul|)huric  ether  at  hand,  I 
sent  some  distance  for  it.  It  did  not  fail  me  in  this  instance,  but  pro- 
duced an  analogous  eflect  to  the  case  before  mentioned. 

I  was  called,  last  May,  to  a  family  who  had  taken  a  large  quantity  of 
the  veratrum  viride,  which  was  ignorantly  gathered  with  other  vegeta- 
bles. Five  individuals  partook  largely  of  the  dinner.  In  thirty  or  forty 
minutes  they  felt  extreme  sickness  and  distress  at  the  epigastrium,  and 
several  ineffectual  attempts  were  made  to  vomit.  Prostration,  cold  ex- 
tremities, with  severe  agues,  soon  followed.  Being  absent  from  home,  1 
did  not  see  them  until  nearly  three  hours  had  elapsed.  So  great  was 
the  prostration  that  in  two  of  them  no  pulse  could  be  fouhd  in  the  radial 
arteries,  and  but  slight  in  the  carotids.  I  was  told  their  distress  had 
been  excruciating.  With  three  of  them  spasms  of  the  stomach  and  res- 
piratory organs  were  frequent  and  severe.  These,  with  constant  and  in- 
effectual retchings,  temporary  delirium,  anfl  colliquative  sweats,  were  the 
more  prominent  symptoms.  At  this  time  1  did  not  know  what  poisonous 
article  had  been  taken,  and  from  the  fact  that  no  vomiting  had  ensued,  I 
concluded  it  must  be  something  else  than  the  veratrum,  1  immediately 
administered  to  each  of  them  half  an  ounce  of  sulphuric  ether,  and  ap- 
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plied  a  strong  paste  of  mustard  to  the  epigastrium  and  extremities. 
Three  of  thein  immediately  vomited  and  threw  off  a  large  quantity  of 
vegetables;  while  the  two  most  prostrated  and  apparently  near  death, 
seemed  not  afFented.  To  them  I  repeated  the  dose  every  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  used  frictions  of  strong  tinct.  of  capsicum,  and  enemas  of  bran- 
dy, when  after  a  lapse  of  forty  or  (ifiy  minutes  free  vomiting  ensued, 
pulse  and  warmth  returned,  and  the  patients  gradually  recovered.  Ene- 
mas of  salt  and  water,  and  a  full  dose  of  ca?tor  oil,  with  the  free  use  of 
strong  coffee  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  completed  the  course  of  treatment. 
Whether  vomiting  or  purging  would  have  taken  place  had  nothing  been 
administered  to  secure  the  effect,  1  know  not.  Authors  speak  of  both 
these  effects  occurring  when  an  over-dose  of  the  veratrum  has  been 
taken.  More  than  three  hours  having  elapsed  before  vomiting  came  on, 
and  the  ineffectual  retching,  together  witli  the  prostrated  state  of  the 
system,  seem  to  forbid  that  supposition.  After  close  examination  I 
could  find  no  other  poisonous  article,  except  the  veratrum,  had  been 
used,  but  this,  from  the  account  given  me,  had  been  used  in  large 
proportions. 

I  would  not,  by  the  few  hints  advanced  respecting  the  efficacy  of 
ether,  claitn  for  it  a  priority  above  all  other  remedies.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  it  will  always  operate  thus  favorablv,  having  known  one  instance 
wliere  it  probably  was  faithfully  administered  without  any  decided  benefit. 
Whether  emetics  would  have  operated,  1  do  not  know,  but  have  much 
reason,  from  former  experience,  to  suppose  that  in  two  of  the  cases,  at 
least,  they  would  not,  and  most  obviously  no  benefit  could  have  been 
derived  from  the  stomacli  pump,  had  it  been  used.         S.  A.  Hubbakd. 

Bloomjield,  Con.,  July,  1838. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  PHYSICO-MED.   SOCIETY   OF   NEW    ORLEANS. 

A  PAMPHLET  of  thirty  pages,  by  the  authority  of  the  members,  has  been 
published,  and  probably  widely  circulated,  relating  exclusively  to  the 
trial  and  unanimous  ex[)ulsion  of  Charles  A.  Luzenberg,  JMD.,  from 
the  Society  on  the  21  st  of  June,  which  has  before  been  alluded  to  in  this 
Journal.  Being  remote  from  the  theatre  of  this  very  e.xtraordinary 
transaction,  we  caimot  be  supposed  to  entertain  prejudices,  nor  be 
disposed  to  exercise  partiality  in  commenting  upon  the  subject.  Dr. 
Luzcnberg  seems,  from  the  representations  in  this  document,  to  have 
been,  till  very  recently,  a  man  of  considerable  medical  reputation  as  a 
practitioner  in  New  Orleans.  In  1834  he  was  professor  of  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  professor,  ad  inierim,  of  Anatomy,  in 
the  Medical  College  of  I,ouisinna.  On  this  circumstance  is  based  the 
supposition  that  he  must  have  lieen  considered  above  medical  mediocrity 
at  the  time  of  election,  cortainly,  however  ignorarjt,  stupid  and  immoral 
he  may  since  have  shown  himself.  The  report  declares  expressly  that 
"  Dr.  Luzenberg  is  a  man  of  an  ordinary  capacity,  very  little  imprnved 
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by  education  and  study.  As  a  professional  man  his  pretensions  are 
without  bounds,  while  liis  merits  lie  within  very  narrow  limits.  He  has 
a  little  acuteness  of  apprehension,  but  no  solidity  of  judgment.  In  sur- 
gical operations  he  frequently  exhibits  some  dexterity  in  the  use  of  in- 
struments, but  he  seldom  fails  to  expose  the  want  of  that  knowledge 
which  makes  dexterity  skill,  and  elevates  a  mere  manipulator  into  a  scien- 
tific surgeon.  Having  been  a  long  time  employed  in  hospitals,  as  a  sur- 
geon, he  has  a  boldness  of  manner  which  passes  on  others,  and  per- 
haps on  himself,  for  that  genuine  confidence  which  springs  from  accurate 
learning  and  enlightened  experience.  Called  in  the  infancy  of  the  JNIedi- 
cal  (College  of  Louisiana  to  a  professorship  in  that  institution,  he  was 
subsequently  obliged  to  retire,  from  a  sense  of  the  contem|)t  felt  toward.s 
him  by  his  confreres,  and  bv  the  medical  class,  on  account  of  his  men- 
dacity, ignorance,  presumption,  and  ill-breeding.  He  is  abrupt  in  speech, 
uncouth  in, manners,  irritable  and  petulant  in  temper,  and  arrogant  and 
overbearing  in  his  demeanor."  This  is  plain  English,  indeed  !  Dr.  L. 
is  an  Austrian  by  birth,  but  has  resided  in  this  country  about  twenty 
years,  and  received  a  diploma  at  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Phila- 
delphia. He  is  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  In  the  passport  granted  him 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  in  183!2,  on  commencing 
his  travels  in  Europe,  the  description  of  his  person  reads  thus — "  Age, 
27  ;  stature,  5  feet  7j  inches  high  ;  forehead,  high  ;  nose,  small  ;  eyes, 
grey  ;  mouth,  ordinary  ;  chin,  round  ;  hair,  light  ;  complexion,  fair  ; 
face,  round."  To  finish  this  singular  picture,  it  is  necessary  to  add  that 
Dr.  Luzenberg  is  a  duellist,  having  had  a  hostile  meeting  with  Dr, 
McFarlane  ;  and  as  a  preparatory  step — fully  acting  upon  the  sage  pre- 
cept that  "  prudence  is  the  better  part  of  valor  " — he  was  in  the  habit 
of  suspending  the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  died  under  his  care  whilst 
house  surgeon  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  and  shooting  at.  them,  as  marks, 
with  a  pistol — in  order,  says  the  declaration  of  IMr.  J.  C.  Ker,  "  to  im- 
prove his  skill  as  a  marksman  in  his  expected  contest  with  Dr.  McFar- 
lane, I  myself  having  witnessed  the  fact."  Thus  we  have  gleaned  the 
prominent  characteristics  of  this  unaccountably  strange  gentleman,  I'rom 
the  pamphlet,  and  leave  our  readers  to  their  own  refiections.  The  won- 
der is  how  he  ever  became  a  member  of  the  Physico-JMedical  S(jciety, 
or  obtained  even  a  temporary  standing  in  a  comfnunity  at  all  capable  of 
appreciating  professional  merit  and  good  breeding. 


The  JVeiv  York  Lancet. — Mr.  Wakley's  success  with  the  London  Lan- 
cet has  induced  the  parturition  of  many  similar  instruments  in  this  and 
other  countries,  which  proved,  however,  on  trial,  to  be  only  poor 
imitations,  and  consequently  died  soon  after  birth.  A  prospectus  is  now 
before  the  public  for  another,  the  JVew  York  Lancet,  under  the  editor- 
ship of  B.  W.  Cohen.  The  size  will  correspond  with  tlie  London, 
but  will  appear  only  every  other  week,  at  four  dollars  a  year,  payable  in 
advance  ;  and  to  insure  success — a  most  prudent  consideration — the  first 
number  will  not  be  issued  till  eight  hundred  subscribers  have  been  obtained 
— and  all  of  them  have  planked  I'argent  in  advance.  No  reason  in  the 
world  can  be  given  why  the  great  City  of  New  York  should  not  maintain 
one  of  the  most  efficient,  spirited  and  talented  medical  periodicals  on  the 
Continent.  Still,  from  a  recollection  of  many  former  efl^orts  to  that  eff'ect, 
in  by-gone  years,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  the  failure  of  the  pro- 
posed Journal.     In  the  first  place  it  is  no  small  undertaking  to  procure 
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eight  hundred  advance-paying  subscribers  to  any  sort  of  periodical  in  the 
United  States,  even  when  controlled  by  tlie  liigliest  order  ol"  intellect. 
The  quarterlies,  could  they  talk,  would  make  woful  lamentations  about 
delinquents,  broken  promises  and  neglected  bills.  Unless,  then,  the 
New  York  Lancet  possesses  the  persuasive  power  of  withdrawing  sub- 
scriptions from  all  the  old,  well-established  Journals,  north  and  south  — 
aye,  in  the  far  west  too,  it  must  either  fall  into  the  bad  custom  of  receiv- 
ing subscriptions  as  they  usually  come,  on  credit,  with  no  intention,  per- 
haps, of  ever  paying  in  many  instances,  or  circulate  a  very  limited  pa- 
per. If  a  change  of  a  provokingly  bad  system  could  be  brought  about, 
it  would  be  a  proud  achievement,  for  which  the  New  York  Lancet  should 
have  the  meed  of  praise  ;  but,  alas  !  though  "  order,  is  Heaven's  first 
law,"  there  is  no  order  in  a  printer's  patronage. 


American  Honpilals. — If  any  of  our  readers  would  transmit  a  catalogue 
of  the  principal  hospitals,  in  the  United  Slates,  it  would  very  much  oblige, 
and  shall  i)e  returned,  shortly,  if  such  is  the  requisition.  Canadian  hos- 
pitals, particularly  at  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  also  all  similar  institu- 
tions at  llalifa.x  and  its  neighborhood,  are  also  coveted  at  this  particular 
juncture. 


Chronic  Ophlhahnia. — A  chronic  conjunctivitis  prevailed  for  several 
years  in  Prague,  all'ecting  particularly  the  conjunctiva  of  the  upper  eye- 
lid, and  ending  in  pannus,  especially  among  the  poor,  who  but  too  often 
neglected  the  disease  in  its  early  stage.  Dr.  Fischer — a  pupil  of  Beer, 
who  has  an  extensive  eye  hospital  in  which  patients  are  treated  and 
boarded  gratis — tried  various  means  for  removing  the  granular  state  of 
the  lids  ifi  this  disease,  without  effect.  Touching  the  diseased  surface 
with  nitrate  of  silver  seemed  rather  to  favor  the  progress  of  the  symp- 
toms in  question  than  to  abate  it.  At  the  time  of  Dr.  Thane's  visit,  he 
employed  a  salve  c(jmposed  of  from  half  a  grain  to  three  grains  of  white 
precipitate  of  mercury  and  a  drachm  of  lard,  which  he  pencilled  pretty 
freely  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  eyelids  and  over  the  eyeball  twice  a 
day.  Internal  remedies  and  counter-irritation  he  considered  useless  ia 
this  disease  ;  and,  indeed,  he  seldom  employed  blisters  in  any  case. 
Among  Dr.  Fischer's  morbid  preparations  of  the  eye,  is  one  of  ossifica- 
tion oi  the  retina  and  choroid,  e.\tending  as  far  forward  as  the  attach- 
ment of  the  iris.  The  ossification  corresponds  exactly  to  the  globular 
figure  of  the  eye,  and  its  inner  surface  is  studded  with  minute  irregular 
exostoses.  H(i  also  possesses  hundreds  of  lenses  which  he  has  extracted, 
and  is  thus  able  to  show  his  pupils  the  remarkable  diflerences  they  pre- 
sent in  form,  color,  size,  consistence,  &c. 


Sinlialica  of  ./linpiilnlionn  prnrtiscd  offer  the  iSiVgc  of  Conslanfine. — The 
total  numl)er  of  amputations  during  the  whole  of  the  campaign  amounted 
to    29,   viz.  :   of  the  thigh,  8  ;  of  the  leg,  5  ;  ol"  the    arm,    ;5  ;  forearm, 

1  ;  at  the  wrist,  1  ;  at  the  knee-joint,  3  ;  at  the  shoulder-joint,  '2  ;  par- 
tial amputation  of  the  foot,  3  ;  resection  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  3. 
Of  these  20  operations,  only  G  terminated  favorably,  viz.  :    1  of  the  thigh, 

2  of  the  h'g,  2  of  the  arm,  and  1  of  the  wrist.  It  should,  however,  be 
mentioned  that  the   cholera  broke   out  in   the  hospital  immediately  after 
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the  capture   of  Constantine,  and   carried  off  at  least  seven  or  eight   of 
the  amputated  patients. — French  Gazelle. 


Wound  of  the  Ascending  Arch  of  ihe  Aorta.  Spontaneous  Cure. — The 
following  remarkable  case  shows  to  what  an  extent  the  curative  powers  of 
nature  may  occasionally  be  carried  : — 

J.  H.,  32  years  of  age,  a  strong,  robust  soldier  of  the  Bavarian  army, 
received,  in  1812,  a  stab  of  a  knife,  which  penetrated  the  chest  between 
the  filth  and  sixth  ribs.  The  man  fell  to  the  earth  without  consciousness, 
and  remained  there  for  more  than  an  hour  exposed  to  extreme  cold.  In 
this  situation  he  was  discovered  by  Dr.  JNeil,  of  Bramberg,  who,  although 
the  patient  seemed  on  the  point  of  death,  thought  it  right  to  bring  the 
edges  of  the  wound  together,  and  had  the  man  conveyed  to  the  hospital. 
At  the  expiration  of  two  or  three  hours,  the  haemorrhage  continuing 
abundantly,  the  man  came  to  himself  but  could  distinguish  nothing  ;  he 
was  affecfed  with  an  incurable  amaurosis.  After  a  kw  weeks  the  wound 
healed  completely  ;  the  man  now  left  the  hospital,  and  to  console  himself 
for  his  infirmity  gave  himself  up  to  drink,  which  at  length,  in  1813, 
brought  on  a  fatal  pneumonia. 

On  examining  the  body  it  was  found  that  the  wound  traversed  the  lungs 
completely  across,  the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  knife  being  marked  by 
cicatrices  ;  at  the  level  of  one  of  the  cicatrices  a  solution  of  continuity 
was  discovered  in  the  ascending  aorta  ;  it  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  line 
in  length,  and  closed  with  firm  fibrine.  The  artery  was  now  removed 
with  caution,  and  divided  internally,  when  a  small  cicatrix,  corresponding 
with  the  external  lesion,  was  discovered  in  the  inner  parietes  of  the  ves- 
sel, thus  showing  that  the  three  coats  of  the  artery  had  been  divided  by 
the  instrument. — Arch.  General. 


Dartmouth  College. — This  venerable  institution  of  learning  seems  to  be 
undergoing  a  pretty  thorough  internal  revolution.  Not  only  an  almost 
entire  change  has  been  made  in  the  medical  department,  but  in  the  aca- 
demical, also,  those  who  have  long  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
the  College,  are  giving  way  to  another  generation.  Dr.  Oliver  W. 
Holmes,  of  Boston,  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  of  Anatomy,  and  Dr. 
Elisha  Bartlett,  of  Lowell,  Mass.  and  Dr.  Dixi  Crosby,  of  JVew  Hamp- 
shire, appointed  to  the  chairs  of  Theory  and  Practice,  and  Surgery,  which 
they  are  abundantly  qualified  to  sustain  with  honor  to  themselves  and  the 
College  which  has  so  wisely  selected  them. 

OT/^  No.  3,  Vol.  XIV.  of  the  Medical  Journal  has  been  reprinted,  and  can  be 
furnished  to  those  subscribers  who  are  in  want  of  it.  Sets  of  the  Journal  can  now 
be  supplied  as  far  back  as  Vol.  XIII.  inclusive.  Two  of  the  previous  Vols,  are  in- 
complete. Vols.  XIII.  and  XIV.  contain  the  whole  of  the  protracted  controversy 
on  diet. — The  Title-page  and  Index  of  Vol.  XVIII.  will  be  sent  with  the  next  No. 

Died, — In  Lowville,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Sylvester  Miller.  On  being  called  in  the  night, 
he  arose,  and  on  his  passage  to  the  outer  door,  inadvertently  opened  one  leading 
to  the  cellar,  and  fell  to  the  bottom.  He  died  in  about  48  hours,  his  skull  having 
been  broken. 

VVtidle  niimher  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endin-r  August  11th,  50.     Males,  26— females,  25. 

Consiiinptioii,  5— delirium  tremens,  1  — dropsy,  2— teething,  2— scarlet  fever,  5— hooping  touph,  1 
—canker  in  the  bowels,  2— canker,  I— bowel  complaint,  1— cramp,  1— cholera  infantum,  9— dvsenlery, 
3— diarrhoea,  .3— erysipelas,  1— by  lightning,  1— burn,  1— drowned,  )— cholera  morbus,  1- marasmus, 
1— disease  of  the  beart,  1— infantile,  2— syphilis,  1— jaundice,  1— canter,  1— stillborn,  1. 
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MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

The  su!i?criber3  are  associnted  for  the  imriiose  of  givlii;^  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  fulluwing  terms  : 

The  pupiU  will  he  admitted  to  llie  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  leoiiires  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Ins".ructiou,  hy  lectures  or  exaiuiiiatioiis,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Chakning. 
On  Physiology,  Pa:liology,  Therapeulits,  and  Materia  iledica,  -  -     '"'      Dk.  Wake. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "      Dr.  Oris. 

Oil  Anatomy,        ..-.  -..--.  -  "       Ur.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  willi  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  Lave  access  lo  a  large 
library.  Lignts  and  fuel  withaiit  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Analo- 
ray  are  not  inferior  lo  any  in  the  country. 

Tlie  fee<  are  jilUJ— to  lie  paid  in  advance.  Nocrcdit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

\;),>l  icatioiis  are  to  be  in:ide  to  Dr.  Walter  Chanuiug,  Treinont  Street,  opposite  the  Treniont  House, 
boston.  WALTER  CHA.NiMNG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEl.'RGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

W-rXSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

MEDICAL   IN.STIIUCTION. 

The  subscribers  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  civiiig  medical  instruction.  A  convenient  room 
has  been  provided  for  this  purpose,  which  will  he  open  to  the  students  at  all  hours.  They  will  have 
access  to  an  extensive  medical  library,  and  every  other  necessary  facility  for  the  acquirement  of  a 
thoriuigh  medical  education. 

Oppartuniiies  will  be  olfered  for  the  observation  of  diseasesand  their  treatment  in  firo  Dispensary 
districts,  eiuhraciiig  Wards  1 ,  2  and  3,  and  in  cnsa  irkich  icill  be  trcund  at  the  rvuiii  daily. 

I  li  struct  ion  will  be  given  by  clinical  and  other  lectures,  and  by  examinations  at  least  twice  a  week 
Sutlicienl  attention  will  be  paid  to  Practical  Anatomy. 

Por  further  iuformalioii,  application  maybe  made  at  tlie  room,  over  103  Hanover  street,  or  to 
the  subscribers.  EPHRAIM  BUCK,  M.D. 

AS.V  B.  SNOW,  M.D 
£.  WALTER  LEACH,  M.I). 
Boiloii,^u<ntjlO,  1837.  HEXUV  G.  CLARK,  -V.D. 

JOSEPH  -MOUIARTV,  M  U. 

IM-'IR.MARY   FOR   THE  TREATME.NT  OF  SPINAL   DliTORTlONti,  CLUB 

FEET,  &c. 

At  65  Belknap  Street,  Boston. 
Patie:«t9  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  immediate  neielihorhood. 

JOll.N"  B.  BROW.V,  .M.U.,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Atfections,  (Jlub  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice 
wiienever  called  upon. 

Geome  Ilaywaul,  Edward  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  .Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries,  John  Hoinans, 
M.S.  Perry,  W.  Clianiiing,  George  C.  Sh:»ltuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W.  Strong,  George  Park- 
man,  D.  Humphreys  Slorer,  George  W  Otis,  Jr.,  Wiiislow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Lane,  Edw.  Warren, 
Gt;o.  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  August  1,  1638.  tf. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

'I'he  Lectures  will  he^in  at  the  College  in  .Mason  street,  first  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  .v.  .M.,  and  CMiitinne  three  inonihs.  For  a  month  after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
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CONTINUATION  OF    "TREATMENT  OF   OPHTHALMIA." 

(Translated  from  Sichel,  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— See  p.  352,  Vol.  XVIII.) 

Anti-plastic  Means. 
One  of  the  essential  characters  of  inflammation  consists  in  the  tendency 
of  the  constituent  pans  of  the  blood  to  isolate  themselves,  either  while 
this  fluid  is  contained  in  the  bloodvessels,  or  after  it  has  been  artificially 
taken  from  them.  Inflammatory  blood,  when  drawn  from  the  veins, 
rapidly  coagulates  and  forms  at  the  surface  of  the  mass,  a  huff  (con eune) 
composed  of  fibrin,  which,  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  this  phe- 
nomenon in  inflammation,  has  been  called  inflammatory  huff  (coneune  in- 
Jlammatoire).  The  blood  is  separated  in  a  similar  manner  in  the  vessels 
belonging  to  an  inflamed  tissue;  the  albumen  and  the  fibrin  transude 
into  the  cellular  tissue,  produce  the  swelling,  and  thus  give  rise  to  the 
process  of  suppuration.  When  the  inflammation  is  seated  in  the  serous 
and  vascular  membranes,  portions, of  fibro-albumen  are  deposited  on 
their  surface  and  form  false  membranes.  These  are  organized  and  new 
vessels  are  developed.  It  is  these  phenomena,  taken  together,  which 
constitutes  the  increase  in  the  plasticity  of  the  blood. 

There  are  inflammations  which  obstinately  resist  sanguine  depletion, 
whatever  may  be  the  energy  and  extent  of  its  employment,  as  long  as 
we  do  not  oppose  to  them  the  means  suited  to  diminish  the  plasticity  of 
the  blood.  This  indication  is  of  the  highest  importance  in  inflauunation 
of  the  serous  and  vascular  membranes,  an  inflammation  always  prompt  to 
terminate  in  an  exudation  of  plastic  matter,  [t  consequently  merits  a 
particular  attention,  and  the  more  so  as  the  serous  and  vascular  tissues 
are  in  no  part  of  the  system  so  predominant  as  in  the  organ  of  vision. 

We  have  pointed  out  above  in  what  manner  and  to  what  degree  pur- 
gatives fulfil  this  indication.  We  shall  now  speak  of  the  agent  which 
possesses  the  most  incontestible  efficacy  in  this  respect. 

Even  with  a  slight  observation  of  the  effects  of  mercury  upon  a 
healthy  individual,  we  may  perceive  properties  in  this  substance  which 
should  cause  one  to  suspect  its  happy  application  in  inflammatory  dis- 
eases. That  which  we  are  at  first  only  led  to  suspect,  is  soon  abundantly 
confirmed  by  experience.  Administered  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
its  effects  slowly,  and  continued  during  a  sufficiently  long  period,  mercury 
produces  all  the  phenomena  of  scurvy,  such  as  haemorrhages  which  are 
difficult  to  arrest,  ecchymoses,  ulcers,  &:c. 

It  excites,  then,  so  to  speak,  an  affection  diametrically  opposed  to 
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inflammation — an  affection  which  is  characterized,  contrary  to  the  latter, 
by  a  diminution  of  the  plasticity  of  the  blood.  The  difficulty  with 
which  these  haeniorrhages  are  arrested  in  persons  attended  with  scurvy, 
arises  from  tiie  circumstance  that  in  them  the  blood,  destitute  of  plastic 
materials,  does  not  form  clots  which  may  stop  the  open  orifices  of  the 
arterial  or  venous  vessels  furnishing  the  haemorrhage.  The  coagulability 
of  the  blood,  even  when  out  of  the  vessels,  being  on  the  contrary  in- 
creased during  inflatnmation.  it  is  not  surprising  that  mercury,  in  dimin- 
ishing so  decidedly  the  plasticity  of  the  blood,  should  further  the  cure  of 
inflammations.  Its  action  is  not  at  all  empirical,  and  is  explained  as  ra- 
tionally as  that  of  bleeding.  Its  anliplastic  action  extends  equally  to 
other  pathological  conditions,  which,  without  recognizing  inflammation  for 
a  cause,  yet  depend  upon  the  too  great  plasticity  of  the  fluids  and  upon 
a  too  active  reproduction  ;  such,  for  example,  is  syphilis.  We  do  not  here 
attribute  to  hydrar^yric  preparations  a  specific  action  ;  it  is  by  more  ef- 
fectually impoverishing  the  blood,  by  more  rapidly  enfeebling  its  repro- 
duction than  other  means,  it  is  by  stimulating  at  the  same  time  the  lym- 
phatic system,  that  these  remedies  surpass  other  modes  of  treatment  in  some 
rebellious  diseases.  It  would  be  wrong  to  regard  mercury  as  an  exciting 
remedy.  Its  first  effect  when  in  contact  with  the  living  system,  is  indeed 
slightly  irritating,  as  is  every  other  substance  not  alimentary  ;  but  this 
irritation  is  so  temporary  that  it  ought  to  be  regarded  as  of  very  little 
importance  when  we  consider  the  immense  antiphlogistic  action  resulting 
from  its  antiplastic  virtue.  We  should  take  care  to  avoid  those  of  these 
preparations  whose  first  impression  upon  the  system  is  so  stimulating  that 
it  might  augment  the  irritation,  be  opposed  to  resorption,  and  prevent 
the  remedy  from  being  employed  in  a  sufficient  dose  to  excite  in  a  short 
lime  the  desired  change  in  the  composition  of  the  blood.  The  bichlo- 
ride, the  nitrate,  the  sulphate,  the  red  oxide  of  mercury,  &ic.,  cannot  then 
serve  as  true  antiphlogistics.  They  will  be,  on  the  contrary,  of  great 
use  in  chronic  diseases  with  increase  of  plasticity,  as  in  syphilitic  affec- 
tions, and  principally  in  their  most  ancient  and  severe  forms.  They 
exercise  also,  independently  of  their  antiplastic  virtue,  an  exciting  action 
upon  the  lymphatic  system.  It  is  necessary  to  observe,  furthermore,  that 
in  the  diseases  whose  progress  is  very  slow,  the  active  tDcans  adrmnis- 
tered  in  small  doses  and  continued  a  long  tiine,  find  their  indication, 
while  in  acute  diseases  those  remedies  should  be  preferred  of  which  the 
dose  may  be  sufficiently  raised  to  produce  with  procnpmess  the  desired 
effect.  Neither  is  it  the  purgative  preparations  or  doses  of  mercury 
which  should  be  chosen  when  we  wish  to  employ  it  as  an  antiplastic. 
We  should  attach  a  false  idea  to  the  action  of  mercury,  in  supposing 
that  it  is  by  exciting  the  surface  of  the  intestines  and  producing  abundant 
evacuations,  that  it  diminishes  the  inflammatory  trouble.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  pushing  the  doses  to  this  degree,  we  lose  the  most  important 
effects  of  this  substance.  The  remedy  is  then  too  soon  evacuated  to  admit 
of  being  absorbed  in  sufficient  quantity  ;  it  is  only  when  it  is  borne  in  the 
current  of  the  circulation  that  it  exercises  a  direct  influence  upon  the  blood. 
Acting  upon  these  |irinciplcs,  when  we  have  for  an  indicalion  to  diminish 
the  plasticity  of  the  blood,  wo  direct  fiiciioDS  with  mild  mercurial  ointment, 
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calomel,  in  a  close  of  a  quarter,  a  third,  or  at  most  of  a  half  a  grain,  or 
tl)e  L'lue  pill  of  the  London  Pliarmacopoeia,  in  a  dose  of  from  one  to 
three  grains  every  two  liours  or  at  shorter  intervals.  In  order  to  prevent 
the  deconjposilion  of  the  calomel,  which  the  acid  developed  in  the  gas- 
tric juice  in  consequence  of  certain  pathological  conditions  may  produce, 
it  is  well  to  combine  vviih  each  dose  one  or  two  grains  of  calcined  mag- 
nesia. The  sensibility  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  is  so 
great  in  some  individuals  that  they  cannot  support  the  mercurial  prepa- 
rations without  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  some  narcotic,  as,  for 
example,  the  extract  of  opium. 

It  is  important,  during  the  use  of  mercurials,  that  the  patient  should 
observe  a  strict  diet.  It  is  necessary  at  the  same  lime  to  recommend  the 
greatest  precautions  for  avoiding  cold,  if  one  does  not  wish  to  see  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  symptoms  of  salivation  before  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
mercury  may  have  been  taken  into  the  system. 

As  soon  as  tlie  forerunners  of  salivation,  a  fetid  breath,  a  metallic  taste 
in  the  mouth,  tenderness  of  the  gums,  Sec,  shall  be  felt,  it  is  necessary 
immediately  to  suspend  the  employment  of  mercurials.  It  is  not  saliva- 
tion that  we  w'ish  to  produce  in  administering  these  medicinal  agents  ;  it 
would  be  a  decided  abuse  of  the  remedy  to  carry  so  far  the  use  of  mer- 
curials. It  is  only  in  cases  of  a  very  severe  or  rebellious  character  that 
it  is  necessary  to  return  to  the  use  of  this  remedy  after  the  cessation  of 
the  forerunners  of  salivation.  Mercury  is  one  of  those  agents,  which, 
Employed  in  proper  cases,  does  not  produce  the  poisonous  and  morbid 
effects  until  it  has  exhausted  the  action  which  bears  directly  upon  the 
pathological  stale.  Consequently  salivation  is  only  a  means  ol  assuring 
us  when  the  system  has  been  sufficiently  saturated  with  mercury. 

We  must  not  forget  that  there  are  individuals  in  whom,  on  account  of 
a  peculiar  idiosyncrasy,  the  smallest  doses  of  the  mercurial  preparations 
always  produce  salivation.  These  exceptions  should  not  diminish  our 
confidence  in  the  general  rule  that  we  have  endeavored  to  establish, 
and  which,  like  everything  we  here  say  upon  the  antiphlogistic  virtue  of 
mercurials,  is  based  upon  the  experience  of  many  years.  From  all  that 
precedes,  it  results  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  fix  positively  the  doses 
of  this  remedy.  The  age,  the  constitution,  the  sensibility  of  the  indi- 
vidual, the  intensity  of  the  disease,  should  be  taken  into  consideration  ; 
the  disappearance  of  the  morbid  phenomena  and  the  marks  of  approach- 
ing salivation  are  the  most  sure  guides.  Should  the  symptoms  of  saliva- 
tion appear  before  tlie  inflammation  is  entirely  subdued,  the  other  antiphlo- 
gistic means,  sanguine  emissions,  purgatives,  resolutives  and  derivatives, 
may  be  used  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  inflanmiation  until  the  state  of 
the  patient  may  permit  us  to  renew  the  cautious  use  of  mercurial  prepa- 
rations. 

To  the  internal  use  of  mercury  we  unite,  in  the  greater  part  of  ocular 
inflammations,  the  mild  mercurial  ointment  in  frictions  upon  the  regions 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  eye,  upon  the  supra-orbitar  region,  the  tem- 
ples, the  forehead,  the  upper  part  of  the  cheek,  but  never  upon  the  eye- 
brows themselves  or  upon  the  eyelids.  Upon  these  last  organs,  being  in 
direct  connection  with  the  globe  of  the  eye,  the  irritating  mechanical  action 
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of  the  friction  almost  always  increases  the  violence  of  the  inflammation. 
The  mercury  employed  in  this  form  is  absorbed  and  carried  into  the 
current  of  circulation,  and  acts  more  rapidly  and  more  directly  upon  the 
vessels  of  the  globe  of  the  eye.  The  frictions,  each  in  a  dose  of  from 
six  grains  to  half  a  scruple,  are  made  from  four  to  eight  times  a  day. 

It  is  now  understood  that  purgatives  and  mercurials  fulfil  perfectly  the 
indication  of  diniinisliing  the  plasticity  of  the  blood.  We  content  our- 
selves here  with  having  rapidly  pointed  out  their  use  and  explained  their 
action  ;  we  shall  not  enter  into  minute  details  in  relation  to  the  neutral 
salts,  to  the  nitrate  of  potash,  the  water  of  the  cherry  laurel  and  cer- 
tain other  poisonous  substances,  agents  in  which  experience  has  made 
known  analogous  virtues.  They  almost  all  seem  to  act  by  diminishing 
the  plasticity  of  the  fluids. 

It  remains  to  us  to  say  a  few  words  upon  certain  auxiliary  indications 
of  the  inflammation,  and  upon  those  therapeutic  agents  the  most  proper 
to  fulfil  them. 

I.  The  sensibility  is  considerably  exalted  in  inflammation.  This  phe- 
nomenon is  the  more  marked  in  the  eye,  since  this  organ  receives  a  large 
number  of  nerves  which  go  directly  to  the  parts  for  which  they  are  des- 
tined. In  ophthalmia,  and  especially  in  the  inflammation  of  the  internal 
membranes  of  the  eye,  comprising  the  sclerotic,  the  exaltation  of  the 
sensibility  is  manifested  in  a  double  manner,  viz.  : 

1st,  by  pain.  2d,  by  intolerance  of  light,  and  luminous  phantasms, 
which  are  morbid  sensations  peculiar  to  the  retina,  the  immediate  organ 
of  vision.  The  nervous  system  being  always  in  direct  communication 
with  the  sanguine  system,  the  pain,  although  it  may  be  a  symptom  of  the 
inflammation,  never  fails  in  its  turn  to  increase  the  congestion  and  the 
irritation.  That  which  is  still  more  remarkable,  is,  that  in  inflainma- 
tions  of  a  plastic  nature,  in  inflammations  of  serous  and  membranous 
tissues,  eaci)  paroxysm  of  pain  is  terminated  by  an  exudation  of  lymph, 
a  process  which  in  iritis  is  accomplished,  as  it  were,  under  our  eyes.  It 
is  of  the  highest  importance,  then,  to  combat  the  pain,  as  well  in  order  to 
avoid  the  evil  results  of  it  as  to  relieve  the  patient.  Opiutn  appears  to 
us  the  best  therapeutic  agent  for  this  purpose.  We  administer  it  inte- 
riorly in  substance  or  in  the  extract  at  a  dose  of  one  quarter,  a  half  of 
a  grain,  or  sometimes  even  in  larger  doses  should  the  circumstances  re- 
quire it.  When  the  pains  assume  the  form  of  paroxysms,  we  em- 
ploy with  advantage  frictions  upon  the  sujira-orbitar  region,  with  the 
laudanum  of  Rousseau  or  with  powdered  opium,  in  the  dose  of  from 
three  to  six  grains  moistened  with  water  or  a  little  saliva.  These  fric- 
tions may  be  repeated  many  times  a  day,  and  especially  before  the  ac- 
cess of  pain. 

Belladonna,  hyoscyamus  and  stramonium  are  endowed  with  special 
properties,  and  are  extensively  useful  under  the  following  circumstan- 
ces, viz.  : 

1st.  In  cases  where  it  is  an  object  to  obtain  a  mechanical  and  tempo- 
rary dilatation  of  the  pupil,  in  order  to  avoid  it?  obliteration,  or  to  pre- 
vent the  iris  from  contracting  adherences  to  the  neighboring  textures. 
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2nd.  In  photophobia  and  luminous  phantasms,  which  always  depend 
upon  the  primitive  or  secondary  irritation  of  tlie  retina. 

We  employ  belladonna  in  preference  in  consequence  of  its  certainty 
of  action.  Instillation  into  the  eye  of  a  filtrated  solution  of  the  extract 
of  belladonna  (eight  grains  to  the  ounce  of  distilled  water),  we  frequently 
employ  when  we  wish  to  obtain  the  dilatation  of  the  pupil.  When  it  is 
an  object  to  diminish  the  sensibility  of  the  retina,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  immediate  contact  of  the  remedy  with  the  irritated  tissues  of 
the  eye  may  increase  the  irritation,  we  prescribe  frictions  from  four  to 
eight  times  a  day  with  the  addition  of  the  extract  of  belladonna,  upon 
the  forehead,  the  supra-orbitar  region,  the  cheeks,  the  temples,  he. 
These  frictions,  joined  to  other  antiphlogistics,  are  the  most  powerful 
means  for  causing  the  intolerance  of  light  to  cease.  Should  the  morbid 
sensibility  of  the  light  be  so  rebellious  as  to  resist  this  treatment,  we 
might  increase  the  action  by  administering  the  belladonna  interiorly,  in 
children  in  a  dose  of  from  a  quarter  to  a  third  of  a  grain  in  powder,  and 
in  adults  in  that  of  half  a  grain,  or  more,  four  or  six  times  a  day. 

II.  Our  ideas  upon  the  local  treatment  of  ophthalmias  will  be  more 
particularly  explained  when  we  shall  treat  of  the  different  species.  We 
will  only  say  at  present  that  we  admit  with  great  reserve  the  use  of 
emollient  fomentations,  and  that  we  proscribe  entirely  that  of  emollient 
cataplasms  upon  the  inflamed  eye.  There  is  but  one  case  in  which 
their  application,  still  quite  general  in  France,  may  be  admitted  ;  this  is 
when  all  the  membranes  having  been  attacked  by  inflammation,  the  pro- 
cess of  suppuration  has  taken  hold  of  the  whole  of  the  globe,  and  there 
is  no  other  indication  to  fulfil  than  to  cause  to  cease  as  soon  as  possible 
the  state  of  extreme  tension  of  the  inflamed  parts,  the  sufferings  of 
the  patient,  and  the  danger  of  the  communication  of  the  inflammation 
to  the  brain  and  its  membranes. 

In  all  other  cases  of  ocular  inflammation,  the  object  of  the  physician 
should  be,  not  to  favor  suppuration  and  soften  the  inflamed  parts,  but  to 
counteract  every  morbid  action  which  might  in  the  least  tend  to  leave  in 
the  eye  any  lesion  likely  to  disturb  its  functions — to  prevent,  for  example, 
the  formation  of  opaque  cicatrices  of  the  transparent  cornea,  he. 

We  have  said  a  k\\  words  above  relative  to  collyria,  while  speaking 
of  repulsion.  We  here  repeat  that  these  topical  means,  as  well  as  tiie 
ophthalmic  ointments,  are  only  useful  in  conjunctivitis  ;  still  it  is  neces- 
sary to  distinguish  the  different  species  of  this  inflammation,  if  we  wish 
to  employ  them  to  advantage. 

III.  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  say  that  the  use  of  the  inflamed  organ 
would  necessarily  increase  the  congestion.  Nevertheless  it  is  necessary 
to  distinguish  between  the  active  exercise  of  vision  and  the  passive  im- 
pression, so  to  speak,  of  the  light.  A  certain  degree  of  light,  the  natural 
stimulus  of  the  visual  organ,  is  necessary  to  it,  even  when  both  its  parts 
are  diseased.  To  shut  it  out  entirely,  as  is  often  practised  in  the  most 
simple  case  of  conjunctivitis  or  sclerotitis,  renders  the  retina  so  sensible 
that  very  soon  the  most  moderate  light  is  sufficient  to  provoke  an  inflam- 
mation of  the  retina.  We  shall  return  to  this  point  in  speaking  of  special 
ophthalmias. 
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If  we  now  review  the  rules  of  the  treatment  of  ophthalmias  in  general, 
we  shall  establish  the  following  indications. 

Isl.  It  is  necessary  to  seek  for  and  to  oppose  the  local  or  constitutional 
causes  which  have  provoked  or  which  keep  up  the  ocular  inflammation. 

2nd.  To  check  the  too  violent  flow  of  blood  towards  the  eye  by  the 
appropriate  means,  that  is  to  say  :  a,  repulsives  ;  b,  depletives  ;  c,  re- 
vulsives. 

3d.  To  diminish  the  plasticity  of  the  blood. 

4lh.  To  oppose  the  exalted  sensibility  of  the  eye. 

5th.  To  aid  in  certain  cases  the  general  by  local  treatment. 

6th.  To  secure  repose  for  the  inflamed  organ,  without  withdrawing 
from  it  its  natural  stimulus. 
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Southborough,  Mass.,  August  10, 1838. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Behold  me  safely  landed,  from  a  rail-road  car,  upon  the 
confines  of  one  of  our  beautiful  New  England  villages  ;  glad  of  a  busi- 
ness excuse  to  exchange  for  a  brief  period  the  noise  and  turmoil  of  the 
city,  for  the  quiet  and  green  fields  of  the  country  ; — yet  here,  as  else- 
where, doomed  to  find  poor  afflicted  humanity — a  victim  to  all  "  the  ills 
that  flesh  is  heir  to'' — imploring  succor  and  relief  from  fallible  and 
erring  fellow  creatures;  and  as  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  so  even  now, 
often  building  hopes  of  safety  and  restored  health  in  a  multitude  of  coun- 
sellors. From  all  which  you  are  given  to  understand  that  an  inoperative 
requisition  of  the  nature  alluded  to,  has  called  me  into  this  region  at  the 
present  time. 

The  case  which  more  particularly  demanded  attention,  was  one  of  se- 
vere inflammation  of  the  cornea  and  of  the  internal  textures  of  the  eye 
— the  result  of  injury.  Simon  Plympton.  about  four  weeks  since,  while 
at  work  laying  a  wall,  was  struck,  u|)on  the  cornea  of  the  left  eye,  with 
a  fragment  of  stone.  This  induced  a  violent  inflammation,  which,  how- 
ever, was  partially  subdued  by  active  treatment,  when  the  patient,  by 
his  own  imprudence,  brought  on  a  relapse  of  an  ahirming  character.  It 
was  attended  with  great  redness  of  the  eyeball,  intense  and  distressing 
pain  of  the  forehead  and  temple  of  the  affected  side,  cloudiness  and 
opacity  of  the  cornea,  loss  of  vision,  and  soon  after  with  hypopium  or 
effusion  of  matter  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  eye.  These  symp- 
toms were  met  on  the  part  of  his  attending  physician.  Dr.  Burnet,  with 
a  prompt  and  judicious  course  of  treatment,  that  in  all  probability  averted 
the  threatened  loss  of  the  organ.  Free  venesection  having  been  resorted 
to,  the  after-treatment  consisted  in  local  depletion  by  cu|iping,  repeated 
daily  or  every  second  day,  according  to  circumstances,  and  the  exhibi- 
tion of  calomel  and  opium,  until  the  mouth  became  slightly  affected. 
The  patient,   a  person  of  intelligence  and  observation,   invariably  ex- 
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pressed  much  relief  from  the  distressing  supra-orbitary  pain,  when  cup- 
ping was  freely  employed. 

On  the  6ili  instant,  the  cornea  had  become  clearer,  and  the  purulent 
deposit  in  the  anterior  chamber  was  diminished  in  quantity.  The  pain, 
however,  continued,  though  with  abated  severity.  Until  the  inflamma- 
tion shall  be  entirely  subdued,  and  the  danger  of  change  of  structure  in 
some  important  part  of  the  eye  shall  no  longer  exist,  the  case  requires  a 
continuance  in  the  same  treatment.  And  as  the  pupil  is  contracted  and 
the  iris  sluggish  in  its  motions,  the  external  application  of  extract  of 
stramonium  is  important.  Rubbed  down  with  boilmg  water  to  the  con- 
sistence of  thick  cream,  it  is  to  be  well  smeared  twice  or  thrice  daily 
over  the  brow,  on  the  upper  eyelid  and  perhaps  round  the  lower  lid  to 
the  internal  canthus  ;  care  being  taken,  previous  to  each  application,  to 
remove  with  lukewarm  water  any  dry  crust  remaining  on  the  skin. 
When  it  is  desired  to  make  use  of  this  extract,  where  little  or  no  inflam- 
mation of  the  eye  is  present,  as  in  cataract,  for  instance,  a  more  elegant 
preparation  is  a  Solution,  or  rather  infusion  of  one  drachm  in  an  ounce  of 
boiling  water.  A  few  drops  of  this  may  be  poured  into  the  eye  in  the 
same  manner  as  directed  for  any  common  collyrium,  three  or  four  times 
daily  or  ofiener,  until  the  pupil  is  fully  dilated.  If  an  immediate  effect  is 
required,  both  forms  may  be  used  at  the  same  time,  and  during  the  appli- 
cation the  patient  should  be  entirely  excluded  from  the  light. 

In  cases  of  acute  internal  ophthalmia,  when  the  inflammation  is  fairly 
subdued,  it  is  not  best  to  resort  immediately  to  stimulating  and  corrobo- 
rant collyria,  but  rather  to  wait  awhile  and  afford  the  parts  an  opportunity 
to  recover  their  tone  and  strength  sua  sjjonte.  Indeed,  it  may  be  ob- 
served generally,  with  respect  to  these  local  remedies,  that  if  active 
treatment  be  employed  in  the  first  instance,  they  will  seldom  be  needed. 

Among  other  cases  of  disease  of  the  eye,  was  one  of  amaurosis,  oc- 
curring in  a  clergyman,  from  long-continued  and  close  application  to  his 
studies.  It  presented  this  peculiarity,  viz.,  that  the  dimness  of  sight 
commenced  in  both  eyes  (each  eye  being  attacked  separately)  towards 
the  external  angle  or  canthus,  and  gradually  traversed  the  field  of  vision 
from  without  inwards,  until  the  whole  became  obscured.  In  cataract, 
on  the  contrary,  the  opacity  of  the  crystalline,  it  is  said,  frequently  begins 
about  the  centre  or  nucleus,  and  from  thence  extends  towards  the  circuin- 
ference  ;  but  this  is  not  invariably  the  case. 

As  regards  the  medical  topography  of  Southborough,  there  is  not 
much  to  be  observed.  It  is  always  acknowledged  to  be  a  place  of  un- 
common salubrity,  and  the  surface  of  the  soil  is  agreeably  diversified 
with  hill  and  valley,  having  a  very  small  proportion  of  wet  or  marshy 
land.  Scarlet  fever  has  appeared  here,  as  in  other  towns  in  this  vicinity, 
within  one  or  two  years  past.  From  the  occurrence  of  cases  simul- 
taneously in  parts  of  the  town  distant  from  one  another,  and  between 
which  there  had  been  no  intercourse,  it  would  seem  to  have  partaken  of 
an  epidemic  character.  During  the  last  spring,  pneumonia,  coniplicated 
with  some  cerebral  affection,  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
proved  fatal  in  some  instances.  The  place  contains  fourteen  or  &fteen 
hundred  inhabitants,  scattered  over  a  comparatively  large  space,  and 
chiefly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.         Your  obt.  serv't,      E,  J.  D, 
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STSON  AUREUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  calling  upon  Dr.  O.  Partridge,  of 
Slockbridge,  iMass.,  on  the  21st  of  last  monlh.  1  made  known  to  the 
doctor  the  design  of  my  visit,  to  settle  the  question  in  relation  to  the 
identity  of  the  cow-parsnip.  The  doctor  appeared  to  be  very  anxious 
that  the  plant  should  be  known  and  scientifically  described.  He  said  he 
had  done  the  best  he  could  to  identify  it.  He  very  readily  accompanied 
me  to  the  lot  in  which  it  grew  in  abundance.  Jt  was  in  the  low-land 
meadows  of  Old  Stockbridge,  whose  soil  was  damp.  The  same  plant  I 
liave  seen  growing  in  White  Creek,  N.  Y.,  in  Canaan,  N.  Y.,  and  in 
Pownal,  Vt.  ;  and  I  have  always  found  it  growing  in  rather  damp  soils. 
Dr.  Partridge  says,  in  your  Journal  of  June  6th,  No.  18,  page  287,  that 
sheep  devour  the  bulb  of  the  root.  I  examined  the  root,  and  called 
his  attention  to  that  part  of  his  description,  remarking  that  one  would 
think  it  had  a  bulbous  root ;  to  which  lie  replied,  that  he  meant,  by  the 
bulb,  the  top  of  the  root.  The  root  resembles  nearly  the  root  of  the 
genus  rivole. 

For  a  description  of  the  plant  I  would  refer  you  to  Eaton's  Manual, 
in  which  you  will  find  Dr.  Partridge's  cow-parsnip  described  under 
sison  aureus,  known  by  the  popular  names  of  meadow-parsnip  and  false 
Alexanders.  Yours  respectfully, 

Canaan,  N.  Y.,  August  6th,  1838.  Joseph  Bates,  M.D. 


LITHOTOMY. 

Dr.  Hoffman,  at  the  City  Hospital,  New  York,  on  the  28th,  per- 
formed this  most  important  and  difficult  operation  on  a  seafaring  man  of 
about  sixty,  on  the  bi-lateral  plan,  in  presence  of  "  a  large  number  of 
students  and  medical  gentlemen,"  says  the  reporter  for  the  New  York 
Medical  Examiner  (a  department  of  the  Weekly  Whig  of  that  city). 

"  He  made  a  semicircular  incision  through  the  integuments  of  the 
perineum,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  anterior  to  the  anus  ;  the  ends  of 
the  fingers  of  his  left  hand  serving  as  a  guide  to  the  scalpel.  The  dis- 
section was  continued  until  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra  was 
arrived  at  and  laid  open,  when  Dr.  Stevens's  '  prostatic  bisector,'  (an 
engraving  of  which  was  given  in  a  late  number  of  the  INledical  Examiner), 
was  introduced  into  the  slafi',  and  crowded  forward  into  the  bladder.  On 
the  withdrawal  of  the  gorget  there  was  a  free  discharge  of  urine.  The 
operator  now  introduced  the  fore  finger  of  his  left  hand  to  guide  the  for- 
ceps into  the  bladder,  after  which  the  staff  was  withdrawn.  Thus  far 
no  difficulties  had  been  encountered,  but  after  the  introduction  of  the 
forceps,  near  half  an  hour  was  consumed  in  fruitless  endeavors  to  grasp 
the  stone.  During  this  time  several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made 
by  Dr.  Stevens.  The  incision  was  finally  dilated  with  a  bistoury  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  the  calculus,  after  some  further  exploration 
with  the  forceps,  removed.     The  stone  was  about  an  inch  and  three 
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quarters  in  length,  rather  more  than  an  inch  in  width,  and  about  five 
eighths  of  an  inch  thick.  The  patient  was  near  iliree  quarters  of  an 
hour  on  the  operating  tahle. 

"  Remarks. — Dr.  Hoffman  displayed  considerable  coolness  in  operat- 
ing, but  lacked  dexterity  in  the  use  of  instruments. 

"  It  will  be  at  once  perceived  by  those  who  have  often  witnessed  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  that  ihe  last  stage  of  this  operation  occupied  an 
unusual  len2,th  of  time,  and  that  the  patient  must  consequently  have 
suffered  an  unusual  atnount  of  pain  ;  and  it  will  not  be  disputed  by  any, 
we  presuriie,  who  witnessed  the  operation,  that  the  ill-directed  and 
clumsy  use  of  the  forceps,  must  have  seriously  injured  the  parts  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  bladder.  This  is  the  third  bi-lateral  operation  of  lithoto- 
my which  we  have  seen  performed  at  the  City  Hospital,  two  of  which 
were  by  Dr.  Stevens.  The  first  was  that  of  a  boy,  in  which  the  size  of 
the  stone  was  a  little  less  than  that  of  a  common  hen's  egg.  Great  force 
w'as  required  to  extract  it,  and  before  it  could  be  extiacted,  a  second  in- 
cision was  made  in  the  centre  of  the  perineum.  The  second  case  was 
also  that  of  a  young  boy — the  stone  being  small  in  this  case,  was  easily 
removed.  From  the  first  of  these  cases  and  the  one  related  above,  it  cer- 
laiidy  appears  that  when  the  stone  is  of  considerable  size,  more  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  extracting  it  after  the  bi-lateral  section  of  the  prostate 
than  after  the  lateral ;  at  all  events,  experience  demonstrates  this  to  have 
been  the  case  where  the  division  has  been  effected  by  Dr.  Stevens's  in- 
strument. We  hope  surgeons  will  hesitate  before  they  consent  to  adopt 
an  operation  which  has  thus  far  proved  much  inferior  to  the  old  one. 
Humanity  demands  that  they  should  do  so." 
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We  need  not  say  that  we,  in  common  with  the  profession,  are  ready  to 
welcome  any  production  from  such  a  source  as  the  above  report.  ■  But 
sincerely  do  we  greet  this  volume,  on  account  not  only  of  its  intrinsic 
worth,  but  of  the  enlightened  motive  of  the  author,  "  to  render  the  re- 
cords of  the  Massachusetts  Hospital  subservient  to  the  cause  of  medical 
science."  In  passing,  we  cannot  withhold  the  same  commendation  on 
the  numerous  contributions  which  have  been  given  us  by  the  able  Pro- 
fessor of  Surgery  in  the  same  institution.  The  profession  are  ready  to 
give  to  such  elaborate  and  careful  documents  the  meed  to  which  they  are 
justly  entitled.  In  the  report  of  Dr.  Jackson,  the  numerical  system  of 
M.  Louis  is  strictly  adhered  to  ;  and  from  such  a  mind  we  have,  what  we 
should  expect,  an  accurate  observation  of  cases,  on  which  alone  such  a 
basis  can  depend,  if  we  would  ensure  the  conclusions  their  true  value  to 

*  A  Report  on  the  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  from  1821  to  1835.    By 
James  Jackson,  M.D.,  late  Attending  Physician  in  that  Hospital.    Boston,  1838.    Pp.  96. 
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the  cause  of  science.  AVe  shall  hail  the  period  when  such  exact  obser- 
vations siiall  be  carried,  as  far  as  possible,  into  private  practice  ;  and 
such  a  volume  as  this  report,  corning  from  our  midst,  cannot  fail  to  have 
an  important  influence  in  advancing  that  desirable  period.  But  we  will 
let  the  Report  speak  for  itself — and  shall  quote  freely  this  week  from  the 
introductory  part. 

"  To  render  cases  useful,  they  must  be  analyzed,  and  the  results  accu- 
rately stated  ;  nor  would  much  satisfaction  be  derived  from  them,  if  few 
in  number.  In  this  way  M.  Louis  has  rendered  the  most  important  ser- 
vices to  medical  science." 

"  The  number  of  [)atients,  on  whose  cases  this  report  is  founded,  is 
more  than  three  hundred.  During  the  period  embraced  by  the  report, 
the  cases  varied  in  number  in  the  difTerent  years.  In  the  early  years, 
patients  did  not  resort  freely  to  the  hospital  ;  but  in  the  last  ten  years 
the  number  of  fever  cases  bore  perhaps  a  fair  proportion  to  the  general 
prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  city.  If  this  proportion  varied  much,  it 
was  when  the  fever  was  most  prevalent,  and  when,  accordingly,  the  hos- 
pital could  not  receive  all  who  applied   for  admission." 

"It  may  be  proper  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  name  of  the  fever, 
which  is  the  subject  of  this  report.  All,  who  have  attended  to  the  subject, 
are  aware  how  vaguely  the  term,  fever,  has  been  used  ;  and  this  by  medical 
men,  as  well  as  by  others.  I  have  always  held  to  the  distinction,  niade 
by  most  physicians  in  my  day,  between  essential,  or  idiopathic,  and 
secondary,  or  symptomatic  fevers.  Among  the  idiopathic  fevers,  I  have 
not  been  able,  until  within  a  very  few  years,  to  draw  very  certain  lines 
of  distinction,  except  those  dependent  on  their  type.^.  Nature  has  drawn 
a  broad  line  of  distinction  between  intermittent  and  continued  fevers.  In 
regard  to  remittents,  there  is  not  so  clear  aground  for  distinction.  These 
have  appeared  to  me  to  belong  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  kinds  before 
mentioned  ;  some  being  intermittents  accompanied  by  secondary,  local 
afl^ections,  which  prevented  perfect  intermissions.  These  are  the  formi- 
dable remittents  of  warm  climates.  Others  have  seemed  to  me  to  be 
continued  fevers,  in  which  the  e.xacerbations  were  more  thoroughly 
marked  than  in  common  cases.  All  other  varieties  of  idiopathic  lever 
seemed  to  be  dependent  on  the  following  circumstances,  viz.,  first,  the 
dispro|)ortion  in  the  symptoms,  which  appertain  to  the  disease,  and  even 
the  entire  absence  of  some  of  them  in  many  instances.  Thus,  in  some 
cases  the  cerebral  symptoms,  or  those  belonging  to  the  animal  .system, 
and  the  ors^anic,  or  those  belonging  to  the  organic  systen),  are  in  a  certain 
due  proportion;  those  of  both  descriptions  being  duly  developed,  and  those 
of  one,  or  the  other  kind,  |)red()minating  at  different  stages  of  the  disease. 
In  other  cases,  the  cerebral  symptoms  are  almost  entirely  wanting 
throughout  the  disease  ;  while  in  some  thoy  predominate  so  much,  as  to 
throw  into  the  shade,  or  actually  to  mask,  all  other  symptoms.  Second, 
the  addition  of  secondary  and  local  affections,  no  one  of  which  certainly 
occurs  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  of  continued  fever,  explains  much 
of  the  diversity  in  cases  of  this  disease." 

"The  work  of  M.  Louis,  on  continued,  or  typhoid  fever,  is  now,  I 
trust,  well  known  in  this  country.  It  was  not  till  the  year  1833,  that  it 
received  from  me  the  attention  it  merited.  Since  it  has  been  known  to 
me,  I  have  found  that  the  continued  fever,  which  is  so  well  known  to  us 
in  this  city,  at  least,  was  the  same  as  that  which  he  has  described.  The 
symptoms  arc  essentially  the  same,  and  the  appearances  discovered  in 
the  body,  after  death,  are  precisely  the  same.     These  appearances  had 
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been  noticed  here  before,  when  the  examination  was  so  made  as  to  dis- 
close them.  From  1833,  our  fever  has  been  the  same  it  formerly  was, 
and  in  every  case,  where  an  examination  has  been  made,  the  morbid 
changes  have  been  found  to  be  the  same  as  described  by  JNI.  Louis.  In 
neighboring  places,  a  similar  confirmation  of  the  identity  of  the  disease 
has  been  furnished  from  different  sources.  I  may  refer  here,  particu- 
larly, to  cases,  which  occurred  in  Lowell,  and  were  reported  by  Dr. 
Bartlett,  the  learned  professor  of  pathological  anatomy,  in  the  Berkshire 
Medical  Institute. 

"M.  Louis  did  not  show,  nor  did  he  attempt  to  show,  that  the  disease 
he  described  was  dependent  on  the  morbid  affection  of  the  small  intes- 
tines. But  he  did  furnish  the  means  of  deciding  unequivocally,  the  ana- 
tomical characters  of  the  disease,  so  that  it  might  be  distinguished  in 
other  places.  Thus  he  laid  the  foundation  for  making  further  distinc- 
tions, if  continued  fever  was  not  the  same  in  all  places.  It  was  almost 
in  vain  to  look  back  to  descriptions  of  fevers  previously  written.  It  was 
for  those  only,  who  fully  understood  the  present  state  of  the  question, 
and  who  were  acquainted  with  the  observations  of  M.  Louis,  on  both  the 
living  and  dead  body,  to  prosecute  the  inquiry. 

"  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  I  had  a  great  desire  to  get  observa- 
tions properly  made  on  the  fevers  of  warm  climates.  It  was,  therefore, 
very  grateful  to  me  to  receive,  in  1835,  the  observations  made  by  Dr. 
Gerhard,  of  Philadelphia,  a  pupil  of  Louis,  on  cases  of  what  has  been 
called  bilious  remittent  fever.  These  observations  were  very  limited  in 
number  ;  but,  so  far  as  they  went,  they  showed  clearly  that  this  disease 
differed  essentially  from  our  continued  fever.  Since  that  time,  the  same 
gentleman  has  done  still  more  to  settle  the  question  before  us.  In  1837, 
he  has  described  the  disease,  which  he  calls  typhus,  and  which,  in  many 
respects,  resembles  our  fever  ;  but  which  he  clearly  shows  to  differ  from 
it,  both  in  its  symptoms,  in  their  course  and  order,  and  in  its  anatomical 
characters.  Meanwhile,  M.  Lombard,  a  physician  of  Geneva,  and  also 
a  pupil  of  Louis,  being  on  a  visit  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  has  de- 
scribed the  fever  he  saw  in  Dublin,  principally,  but  also  in  England,  and 
has  shown  that  that  also  differed  from  the  typhoid  fever  described  by 
Louis.  It  would  seem,  indeed,  that  the  disease,  described  by  M.  Lom- 
bard, is  the  same  as  that  witnessed  in  Philadelphia  by  Dr.  Gerhard. 

"  It  is  not  my  intention  to  prosecute  this  subject  any  farther  ;  nor  is  it 
important  for  my  purpose  to  inquire,  whether  others  have  made  the  same, 
or  any  other  observations  on  the  subject  under  consideration.  It  is  plain, 
that  there  are,  at  least,  two  species  of  continued  fever,  both  in  Europe 
and  this  country  ;   and  further  researches  may  very  possibly  show  more. 

"  A  necessity  now  arises  for  distinguishing  these  diseases  by  some 
proper  names. 

"  In  former  years,  I  have  avoided  the  distinguishing  names  applied  to 
continued  fevers,  for  two  reasons.  First,  such  distinctions  between  them, 
as  those  of  synochus,  synocha,  and  typhus,  were  not  shown  to  exist  in 
nature,  and  were  in  truth  grounded  on  men's  fancies  •  and,  second,  those 
names  were  originally  significant,  not  indeed  of  different  qualities  in  na- 
ture, but  of  men's  notions  in  regard  to  the  difl^erent  natures  of  diseases. 
Lentil,  therefore,  three  different  continued  fevers  were  shown  to  exist, 
and  until  it  was  shown  that  these  had,  respectively,  the  qualities  implied 
by  these  names,  it  seemed  improper  to  employ  such  names. 

"  But,  for  a  good  while,  the  name  typhus  has  been  getting  into  com- 
mon use,  as  the  most  common  appellation  of  the  continued  fever  of  Eng- 
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land,  and  of  that  of  this  country,  or,  at  least,  of  New  England.  And 
under  this,  as  an  arbitrary,  and  not  a  significant  name,  it  has  been  spoken 
of  and  described,  more  or  less  accurately,  by  many  writers.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  had  just  become  reconciled  to  adopting  the  name,  as 
being  one  so  generally  received,  that  it  ujiist  continue  in  prevalent  use  ; 
and  that,  as  its  significant  character  had  been  dropped,  there  was  no  harm 
in  employing  it.  Now  my  friend,  Dr.  Gerhard,  proposes  to  restrict  the 
name,  typhus,  to  the  disease  which  he  has  recently  described,  and  to 
leave  to  the  continued  fever  of  J.,ouis  the  name  of  typhoid  fever.  Names, 
when  arbitrary,  are  of  so  little  importance,  that  I  would  not  waste  a  mo- 
ment on  a  choice,  if  only  they  can  be  so  used  as  to  avoid  mistakes  and 
confusion.  But  I  am  trulv  puzzled,  as  the  matter  now  stands,  which 
name  to  adopt.  After  mucli  hesitation,  I  have  decided  to  call  the  disease 
typhoid  fever. 

"Let  me  add,  that  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  this  is  the  con- 
tinued fever  of  New  England,  as  I  believe  it  is  that  of  Old  England. 
But  exceptions  may  occur  in  both  countries.  With  us  it  prevails  every 
year,  though  not  equally  ;  and  may  be  seen  in  any  month  of  the  year. 
But  it  is  most  prevalent  in  the  autumn.  In  some  seasons  it  prevails  ex- 
tensively, and  may  be  called  c|)idemic.  In  others  it  is  limited  to  small 
neighborhoods,  and  even  to  a  single  family,  not  even  the  near  neighbors 
being  affected.  In  that  case,  it  will  pass  slowly  through  the  family,  at- 
tacking new  residents,  but  not  often  watchers  and  visiters  for  a  day.  It 
will  be  from  three  to  six  months  in  passing  through  a  large  family.  I 
have  seen  this  happen  in  summer,  but  oftcner  in  winter.  Persons  re- 
moved from  such  a  family  to  other  houses  do  not  conmiunicate  the  dis- 
ease ;  which  seems  to  disprove  the  existence  of  contagious  properties. 
The  experiment  has  often  been  tried  under  my  observation,  from  neces- 
sity, and  the  disease  has  never  been  propagated  by  the  person  removed. 
In  one  case,  four  persons  were  removed  from  one  diseased  family  to  four 
different  families,  and  no  disease  was  produced  in  any  of  them. 

"  The  disease  which  prevailed  among  us  in  1808,  and  for  some  years 
after,  under  the  name  of  petechial  fever,  was  different  from  our  common 
continued  fever.  The  observations  on  it  were  not  made,  as  they  would  be  at 
the  present  day,  and  its  characteristics  cannot  be  distinctly  stated.  Mean- 
while, I  will  remark,  that  I  think  my  friend,  Dr.  Gerhard,  has  fallen  into 
an  error,  in  thinking  that  the  disease  was  the  same  which  he  has  lately  de- 
scribed under  the  name  of  typhus,  and  which  he  has  witnessed  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  petechial  fever  seldom  had  premonitory  sym[)toms;  it  was  sud- 
den in  its  attack,  and  usually  short  in  its  course;  often  an  ephemera,  or  fe- 
ver of  one  paroxysm,  and  then  terminating  within  forty-eight  hours,  which 
is  the  limitation  of  an  ephemera  laid  down  by  Fordyce.  These  charac- 
ters do  not  surely  belong  to  the  disease  he  has  described." 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Some  considerable  alarm  is  manifested,  every  little  while,  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  scarlet  fever,  which  is  usually  ushered  in  with  considerable 
violence,  and  attended  with  fatal  effects,  before  its  character  is  fully  un- 
derstood. It  is  very  certain  that,  with  the  best  endeavors,  the  physicians 
of  this  country  have  generally  been  unfortunate  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease  ;  but  why,  we  cannot  divine,  unless  there  arc  atmospherical  in- 
fluences operating  at  the  time  of  its  existence,  which  are  not  taken  into 
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the  account.  Whenever  the  scarlet  fever  prevails  as  an  epidemic,  it  is 
marked  by  more  fatality  than  almost  any  other  occasional  malady  known 
to  the  profession  of  the  United  States.  The  sacrifice  of  children  is  in- 
deed melancholy. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  there  can  be  no  arbitrary,  nor  any  very 
uniform  course  of  prescription,  the  seaboard  and  the  country  requiring  a 
series  of  modifications  in  the  medicines,  as  well  as  doses.  Hence  there 
is  a  marked  difference  between  the  systems  of  practice  in  districts 
not  very  remote  from  each  other.  The  more  patients  a  physician 
has,  the  more  successful  he  becomes,  although  there  are  variations  in 
the  character  of  the  symptoms,  which,  at  first,  may  have  entirely  baffled 
his  skill.  As  it  is  certain  that  there  cannot  be  a  definite  manner  of  treat- 
ing scarlet  fever  in  detail,  by  different  practitioners,  it  is  vastly  important 
that  every  one  should  remember  what  is  found  to  be  successful  in  his 
own  individual  practice,  in  the  region  to  which  his  labors  are  confined  ; 
in  this  way  a  topographical  chart  might  be  constructed,  of  immense  value 
to  the  whole  body  of  the  profession. 


A   GUIDE   TO  THE   PRESERVATION   OF    HEALTH.* 

No  subject  can  be  of  more  importance,  and  if  the  public  would  only  listen 
to  good  advice,  longevity,  the  desideratum,  would  more  frequently  be  ob- 
tained.    But,  alas  !  people  will  read  just  what  they  choose. 

On  first  opening  this  pamphlet — fresh  from  the  City  of  Lowell — 
the  first  impression  was  that  it  belonged  to  the  starvation  school — the  air 
eaters,  who,  like  the  countryman's  horse,  die  just  as  they  begin  to  live 
upon  nothing.  But  it  is  not  so.  The  author  has  simply  medicated 
baths  at  No.  1  Tyler  street,  Lowell,  in  readiness  at  all  hours,  at  37^ 
cents  single,  or  ^3,00  per  quarter  ;  and  to  awaken  the  citizens  to  a  deep 
sense  of  what  is  absolutely  necessary  to  health,  long  life,  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  physical  happiness,  this  treatise  has  been  sent  abroad, 
dove-like — an  avant  courier — to  prepare  the  way.  He  eschews  Thom- 
sonianism  lustily  ;  and  Dr.  Ford,  therefore,  must  necessarily  be  a  man 
of  penetration — or,  in  other  words,  a  gentleman  of  common  sense. 

If  any  fault  is  to  be  found  with  this  pamphlet,  it  is  in  the  title,  which  is 
as  long  as  the  name  of  a  member  of  Oliver  Cromwell's  parliament.  As 
a  whole,  it  is  not  strikingly  original,  yet  abounds  with  seasonable  quota- 
tions and  exscissorizatioiis  from  prominent  popular  writers  on  health. 
One  idea  is  new — and  certainly  demands  the  respectful  consideration  of 
the  manufacturing  corporations  in  Lowell.  It  is  this — warm  baths  should 
be  procured  for  these  establishments,  accessible  to  the  operatives  at  all 
times;  and  as  warm  water  is  always  in  readiness,  in  carrying,  on  the  regu- 
lar business  of  these  vast  establishments,  the  cost  of  constructing  suita- 
ble apartments  for  ablution,  would  not  and  should  not  be  a  valid  objec- 
tion. So  far  Dr.  Ford  has  been  fortunate  in  touching  the  right  key. 
For  general  circulation,  the  pamphlet  is  calculated  to  instruct  those  who 
would  scarcely  think  of  perusing  anything  more  elaborate.  Dr.  Alcott 
must  look  out  for  breakers — the  author  of  this  guide  having  taken  the 
title  of  "  The  House  I  live  in.'''' 

*  "  The  House  Hive  in  "—a  guide  to  the  preservation  of  health,  and  the  attainment  of  longevity, 
being  a  condensed  treatise  on  the  importance  of  physical  education,  and  on  the  subject  of  bathing. 
ByJ.  W.  Ford,  M.D.     Lowell.    Pp.28. 
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JVeio  Yorli  Medical  Examiner. — One  or  two  columns  in  that  mammoth  of 
American  newspapers,  the  jVmv  York  Weekly  Whig,  bear  the  standing 
title  of  Medical  Examiner,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes  constitute  a 
regularly  constructed  medical  report — the  only  one,  as  far  as  we  can 
learn,  published  in  New  York.  Each  paper  exhibits  something  new  and 
appropriate  under  this  popular  division,  wliich,  it  strikes  us,  is  read  by  all 
classes  of  readers,  with  much  interest.  Who  the  editor  may  be  of  this 
department  we  know  not,  but  feel  constrained  to  say  that  he  exhibits  tact, 
science  and  fearlessness.  The  Kappa  Lambda  Association,  a  sort  of 
medical  inquisition,  differing  essentially,  however,  from  all  its  ancestral 
prototypes,  in  burning  its  own  sly  fingers,  is  a  standing  dish.  If  the 
conclave  of  e.xclusives  can  hold  together  in  bonds  of  brotherly  iniquity 
after  such  repeated  drubbings  and  castigations,  each  member  should  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  a  salamander.  To  make  the  Examiner  a  little 
more  valuable  to  its  readers  in  this  part  of  the  country,  descriptions  of 
the  New  York  Hospitals,  medical  societies,  and  all  that  might  and  should 
be  said  of  the  schools  of  medicine  of  the  City  and  State,  should  be 
occasionally  introduced. 


Jlnalomical  Museum. — A  sale  is  about  being  made  of  anatomical  pre- 
parations of  various  kinds,  all  of  which  are  nipresented  to  be  valuable, 
and  a  great  loss  to  the  school  in  Crosby  Street,  ^e\v  York.  The  mu- 
seum belongs  to  one  of  the  professors.  W^hether  the  articles  are  to  be 
disposed  of  at  auction  or  by  private  sale,  has  not  been  ascertained  ;  if 
either  way,  and  a  definite  period  were  fixed  upon,  some  two  or  three 
weeks  hence,  gentlemen  residing  at  a  distance  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  visiting  New  York,  and  selecting  whatever  might  be  most  serviceable. 


Medical  Communications. — Such  is  the  running  title  of  a  handsomely 
printed,  large-sized  octavo  pamphlet,  which  contains  the  last  annual  dis- 
course, a  report  on  typhoid  fever,  and  a  goodly  variety  of  the  miscel- 
laneous records  and  doings  of  the  Massachusetts  JNIedical  Society  in 
1838.  This  is  Part  II.  of  Vol.  VI.— and  also  Part  II.  of  Vol.  II.  of 
the  second  series.  Those  who  have  been  careful  in  the  preservation  of 
all  the  preceding  communications,  will  find  themselves  in  possession  of  a 
very  useful  book  of  reference,  touching  the  business  journals  of  the  So- 
ciety. From  1804  to  1838,  all  the  annual  dissertations  have  been  printed. 
Some  of  them  are  excellent,  and  some  are  bad  specimens  enough  of  medi- 
cal philosophy' — 

"  Just  fit  to  (.losn  a  broken  piirie, 

Or  wrap  a  bit  o'  ciieesc  in." 

Reference  is  made  to  Dr.  Jackson's  Report  on  Typhoid  Fever  in  another 
part  of  this  No.  With  regard  to  the  record  of  council  meetings,  the 
essentials  are  generally  given  in  the  Jonrnal  at  the  time.  Dr.  Alden's 
Historical  Sketch  of  the  Origin  and  Progress  of  the  Society,  is  re- 
served for  future  consideration.  We  are  free  to  say,  in  advance,  there 
is  too  much  of  it.  (jood  as  it  is,  no  man  wishes  to  breakfast,  dine  and 
sup  on  honey,  the  same  day. 


Beckys   Midirul   Juriaprtidcnrr. — A   sixth    edition   of  Dr.    T.   Romeyn 
Beck's  standard  work  on  medical  jurisprudence,  is  now  in  press  at  Phila- 
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delphia.  It  is  a  proud  professional  achievement  to  be  the  author  of  the 
very  best  and  most  generally  approved  medico-lpgal  production  in  the 
English  language.  Dr.  Beck  resides  at  Albany,  and  holds  the  chair  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  the  Western  District  of  the  State  of  Sew  York. 


Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. — The  new  organization  of  this  in- 
stitution will  be  advertised  in  our  next  number.  Proiessor  Knight  has 
been  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Surgery,  vacated  by  the  death  of  Profes- 
sor Hubbard  ;  and  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  of  jVew  Haven,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  chair  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology.  Dr.  Harris,  who  some 
weeks  since  was  invited  to  the  chair  of  Surgery,  declined  the  invitation. 

Erratum. — In  last  week's  Journal,  p.  32,  for  S..  A.  Hubbard,  read  D.  H. 
Hubbard. 

Whole  niiniber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eri(iin<£  August  18th,  38.     Males,  18— females,  20. 

Consuinptioii,  8— teething,  3— Infantile,  1— scarlet  fever,  1— cholera  iiifantuni,  8— dysentery,  4 — 
brain  fever, '2 — lung  fever,  1 — croup,  1 — canker,  1— typhous  fever,  I — stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1 — old 
age,  1 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — inflammation  of  the  biain,  1— stillborn,  2. 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  .Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.  The  advantages  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examiiiatious  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JA(-OB  BIGEI.OW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  O.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22-ep3m  .OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  Instruction.  Students  will  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  departments  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  in  one  of  tlie  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  ihe  smallpox 
and  varioloid  diseases.  They  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  the  cases  which  they  witness 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  (College,  they  will  receive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportunities  wi  1 
be  air.irded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  .Vnalomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 

Annlications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

"^  H.  L  nOWDITCH,  M.D. 

J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D. 
July  25— eoptN— emtJy  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 


COLLEGE   OF   PHYSICIANS   AND   SURGEONS  OF  THE   WESTERN 
DISTRICT,    N.    Y. 
The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the   first  Tuesday    of  October  and  conUnue  six- 
teen weeks. 

On -Midwifery,  -------  \^  estel  Willoughbt,  M.D. 

On  (Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  -----         James   Hadley,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology, James  McNaughton,  M.D. 

On  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  -  -  -  -         ,Joh.n  Delajiater,  M.D. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  -  -  T.  R.  Beck,  M.D. 

On  Principles  and  Practice  of  !;urgerv,  -  -  -         -         James  McXavghtos,  M.D. 

In  consequence  of  the  removal  of  Dr.  Mussey  to  Cincinnati,  the  course  on  surgery  will  be  delivered 
by  Dr.  McNaughton  from  the  present  session,  and  until  the  vacancy  is  filled  by  the  Regents  of  the 
University. 

Price  of  all  the  tickets,  $56. 

The  College  possesses  a  valuable  medical  library,  an  anatomical  museum,  and  an  extensive  collec- 
tion of  minerals.  A  large  number  of  students  can  be  accommodated  w  ilh  rooms  in  the  college  build- 
ings, and  good  private  rooms  are  to  be  had  in  the  village,  at  a  moderate  expense. 

It  is  believed  that  no  medical  institution  in    the  country  affords  grealei  advantages   at   so  moderate 
an  expense.     The  situation  of  the  institution  is  healthy,  and  students  are  not  exposed  to  the  many 
allurements  to  idleness  and  dissipation  which  interfere  with  study  in  larger  towns.     The  whole  ex- 
oense  of  a  full  course,  including  board,  needs  not  exceed  $100.     By  order, 
^  JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 

N.  B.— Ample  opportunities  for  dissection  are  offered  at  a  modeiale  cost,  under  the  direction  of 
the  professor  of  anatomy.  Aug.  23— ep4t 
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BERKSHIRE  'MEDICAL   INSTITUTION. 

The  anniml  Course  of  Lecnires  fur  i-<ts,  in  lliis  IiHtiliition,  will  commence  on  the 23d  of  August 
(the  la-it  Tlinrs(l;iy  l>iitone  in  the  riionili)  anil  continue  thirteen  weeks. 

The  lire-requisites  for  aitrnission  to  an  examination  for  tlie  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  are,  three 
full  years'  study  under  a  regular  practitioner  of  medicine  ;  attendance  on  two  full  courses  of  medical 
lectures,  one  of  which  must  have  been  at  till:?  school  ;  it  defensible  thesis  on  some  subject  connected 
with  medical  Science  ;  an  adequate  knowledije  of  the  Latin  languane,  and  a  good  moral  character. 
Gentlemen  who  intend  to  present  thcm-selvea  as  candidates  fur  a  Degree  are  particularly  requested 
to  procure  full  and  formal  certificates  of  time. 

By  legalizing  the  study  of  Anatomy,  the  Legislature  of  .Massachusetts  has  furnished  its  Schools 
with  superior  advantages  for  Practical  Anatomy.  11  has  also,  by  this  provision,  most  effectually 
guarded  tlie  sepulchres  of  the  dead  from  all  violation. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by        -----        -        Henrt  H.  CHrLos,  M.D. 

Botany,  Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy,  by         -        .        -        -       Chester  Dewey,  M.D. 

Principles  and   Practice  of  Surgery,  by  -----        WiLi-ano  Parker,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pathological  Anatomv,  by        .        -        -        .         Elisha  Bartlett,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  --...' J)avid  Palmer,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by         -         -         .         -        .        -         -        Rohert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D. 

Legal  Medicine,  by         -         -         -  -  -         .         -         .         Henrv  Hurbard,  Ksq. 

Fee  for  the  Course  of  Lectures,  S^O.  Fee  for  those  who  have  already  attended  two  full  courses  at 
an  incorporaled  medical  school,  S'l'.  Oraduation  fee,  .$18.  Fellows  of  the  .Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  others  who  have  received  the  Degree  of  Doctor  of  .Medicine,  are  admitted  gratuitously  to 
the  lectures.  R.   WATTri,  JR.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

Ptltsjidd,  J)Ia.-i.i.,^Olh  June,  1838.  tAug23 

BOYLSTON   I\1EUICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Prize  Conimillee,  appointed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians,  viz. : — 

JoH.v  C.   Warren,  M.D.  George  Havward,  M.D. 

Uurus   AVyman,  M.D.  John   Randall,  M.D. 

George  C.  i^^HATiicK,  .M.D.  Enoch   Hale,  M.D. 

Jacob  Bigelow,  .\I.U.  John  Ware,  M.D. 

Walter  Channing,   .M.D 

At  the  Annual  .Meeting  of  the  Conin:ittee,  on  Wednesday,  August  1.  1838,  a  premium  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, or  a  gold  medal  of  ihat  value,  was  awarded  to  Fdwarii  Warren,  M.D.,of  Boston,  fcra  Disser- 
tation   on  the    question,     "  \Vhat  are  the    causes,   seat  and   proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous 
Intlammalion  .-" 

The  following  Prize  fluestions  for  the  year  1839,  are  before  the  public,  viz. : — 

1st.  "The  patholoi;y  and  treatment  of  rheiMiiatisin." 

2d.  "  What  is  scrofula  .'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment ."' 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.   Warren,  M.D.,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  April,  I!-3!). 

The  following  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  1840,  viz. — 

1st.  "  'I'he  pathology  and  treatment  of  typhus, and  typhoid  fever." 

2d.  "  The  patlioloay  and  treatment  of  medullary  sarcoma." 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesdayof 
April,  1840. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  tiie  antliot's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  de- 
vice or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  In  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertaliims  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
i  f  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  lb2G,  the  i^ectetary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. — 

1st.  Thai  the  Hoard  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertaliims  to  which  the  preininiiis  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  n  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  ENOCH   H.VLE,  Secretary. 

Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals  throughout  the  United  States  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  i;ive  the  above  an  insertion. 

Boyfr.n,  JiiKjiist  4,  18:^8.  AngS— 4t 

HARVARD    UNIVr.PvSITY— .MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The   Lectures    will    begin  at    the   College    in    .Mason    street,   first    Wednesday   in   November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.   .M.,  and   rontinoe  lliriie  inonllis.     For  a  month   after,  adilitional   lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  Medirnl  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  .  .  .  .  Dr.  J.  C.   Warren. 

.Midwifery  iind  .>Ie(liiTil  Jnrisprudenre,  by        -  -  .  .  Dr.  CHANNirto. 

Materia  Medica  and  ('liniral  Aledicinc,  by  -  -  -         -        Dr.  Bigelow. 

Principle.sof  f^iirgery  anil  (Mimical  Surgery,  by  .  -  .  Dr.  G.  Havward. 

Chemistry,  bv  -  ------  J)r.  Wer  ter. 

Theory  and  I'rnrtire  of  Physic,  by         -----  Dr.  Ware. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  .Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospilnl  nmv  be  bad  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aiis  1— tX  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

THE  BOSTON  MF.DIC.AL  AND  SI'lttJICAL  JOHIJN.AL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  (;L.\1'I',  Jit.  at  I.**!  WashiiiL'loii  Street,  mriK^rof  Fianklin  Street,  to  w  bom  nil  coininunicalions 
Diust  be  Rddresseil,/>i).»«-pniJ.  It  is  also  published  in  Monthly  Paris,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  prncedina  month,  stitched  In  a  cover.  J.  V."  C.  SMITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  .^3,00  a 
year  in  ailvance.  lS3..'iO  alter  three  months,  and  .$4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  fralu.—OtAer^  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
■atlsractory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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REPORT   OX  TYPHOID   FEVER. 

[Reference  was  last  week  made,  in  the  Journa],  to  the  valuable  report 
on  typhoid  fever,  communicated  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
by  Dr.  James  Jackson,  of  this  city,  and  several  extracts  were  given. 
For  the  benefit  of  those  of  our  readers  who  do  not,  as  members  of  that 
Society,  receive  an  entire  copy  of  the  report,  we  present  further  quota- 
lions,  taken  from  different  parts  of  it.] 

Mercurials. — When  the  hospital  was  opened,  the  use  of  mercurials 
had  not  been  relinquished  so  much  by  others  as  by  myself;  and  I  still 
employed  them  occasionally  in  the  first  three  or  four  days  of  the  disease, 
and  still  more  when  any  important  secondary  disease,  of  an  inflamm.atory 
character,  was  added.  But  the  faith  in  them  was  lessening  from  year  to 
year;  and  they  have  been  given  up  almost  entirely  in  typhoid  fever, 
since  1830. 

In  accordance  with  this  statement,  I  find,  on  looking  at  the  cases,  that 
mercurials  were  employed  efficiently  among  those,  who  entered  in  the 
1st  or  2d  week  of  the  disease,  ia  fifty-five  cases.  The  whole  number 
who  entered  in  those  weeks  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  Of 
these  fifty- five  cases,  fifty-three  were  admitted  prior  to  the  year  1831, 
two  in  that  year,  and  one  in  the  year  1833.  To  see  the  force  of  this 
statement,  it  must  be  observed  that  the  whole  number  of  cases,  prior  to 
1831,  was  one  hundred  and  forty-five;  and  the  whole  number  in  1831 
to  1833  inclusive,  was  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

In  the  year  1833  we  began  to  doubt  the  benefit  of  active  treatment, 
or  at  least  of  any  continued  active  treatment  ;  though  few  patients  were 
allowed  to  go  without  a  cathartic.  This  doubt  was  sustained  by  one  of 
my  colleagues,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  hospital  usually  from'  July  to 
the  middle  of  October,  more  than  by  myself  I  commonly  had  the 
charge  for  five  or  six  months,  from  the  first  or  middle  of  October  till 
March  or  April.  During  the  years  1833,  1834  and  1835,  I  usually 
employed  antimonials,  according  to  the  method  of  Odier,  in  cases  ad- 
mitted in  the  first  week  of  the  disease,  and  occasionally  in  those  admitted 
later,  except  where  some  objection  showed  itself  in  the  peculiarity  of 
the  case,  and  except  in  very  slight  cases.  I  also  continued  the  early 
evacuations,  but  did  not  so  often  employ  cathartics  after  the  first  days,  as 
I  had  previously  done. 

Number  of  Cases. — The  whole  number  of  cases,  sufficiently  well 
marked  to  be  the  subjects  of  a  critical  inquiry,  was  303.  In  addition  to 
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these,  there  were  65  cases  which  may  be  regarded  as  doubtful.  In  some 
of  these,  the  details  on  record  are  insufficient  to  be  the  foundation  of  a 
clear  diagnosis.  In  some  there  is  no  doubt,  and  in  others  very  little,  as  to 
their  claim  to  be  admitted  as  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  But  the  details  in 
these  are  insufficient  to  enable  one  to  determine  the  period  at  which 
disease  commenced,  and,  therefore,  the  cases  are  of  little  value,  as  to 
most  points.  They  ought,  indeed,  to  be  kept  in  view,  when  calculating 
the  pro|)ortion  of  fatal  cases.  It  would  be  safe  to  say,  that,  of  these  65 
cases,  40  should  be  admitted  as  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  One  only  of  the 
65  cases  terminated  fatally. 

Fatality  of  the  Disease. — Of  the  303  cases,  42  proved  fatal  ;  that 
is,  1  in  7.214  was  fatal.  But  if  we  add  the  40  cases,  among  which  there 
was  one  death,  we  find  I  fatal  case  in  8  nearly.  In  all  future  calcula- 
tions, 303  will  be  regarded  as  the  whole  number  of  cases. 

Sex. — The  whole  number  of  males  was  208;  and  that  of  females  95. 
It  would  be  improper  to  ground  any  calculation,  as  to  the  relative  fre- 
quency of  the  fever  in  the  two  sexes,  upon  this  statement.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  females  have  never  resorted  to  the  hospital  so  readily  as  men 
have  ;  it  is  certain  that  this  was  true  the  first  years  after  its  establish- 
ment. In  1821  there  was  not  any  case.  In  1822  to  1826,  inclusive, 
there  were  54  male,  and  11  female  patients;  making  the  whole  number 
65,  affected  with  typhoid  fever ;  so  that  1  in  6,  nearly,  was  a  female. 
In  1827  to  1835,  inclusive,  there  were  154  male  and  84  female  patients  ; 
in  the  whole  238,  so  that  1  in  3,  nearly,  was  a  female.  Even  here, 
perhaps,  the  proportion  of  females  affected  with  this  disease  was  less 
than  that  which  actually  occurs  in  the  whole  comniunity.  Yet  it  is 
true,  as  I  believe,  that  this  disease  occurs  among  men  n)uch  more  fre- 
quently than  among  women. 

Among  the  males  there  were  28  fatal  cases,  and  among  the  females 
14  ;  so  that  among  the  males  1  in  7.392  cases  was  fatal.  Among  the 
females  1  in  6.785  was  fatal. 

Age. — The  age  was  recorded  in  291  cases,  and  among  these  the 
average  age  was  23.309  years.  Among  the  cases  which  terminated  fa- 
vorably, the  average  age  was  22.980.  There  was  a  difference  between 
the  males  and  females,  for  the  average  a^e  among  the  males  was  22.908; 
while  among  the  females  it  was  24.044,  being  more  than  a  year  greater 
in  the  females  than  in  the  males. 

The  ages  were  recorded  in  27  of  the  fatal  male  cases,  and  among 
them  the  average  was  24.926.  They  were  recorded  in  all  the  14  fatal 
cases  among  the  females,  and  the  average  was  26.071.  In  the  41  cases 
taken  together,  the  average  age  was  25.317.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
average  aj^e  was  about  two  years  more  in  the  fatal  cases  than  in  all  the 
cases  taken  together,  and  about  2  1-3  years  more  than  in  the  cases  not 
fatal.  A  more  minute  examination  into  this  subject  confirms  more 
strongly  the  influence  of  age  on  the  event  in  this  disease. 

In  the  whole  number,  whose  ages  were  recorded,  viz.,  291,  there 
were  HJa^ed  35  or  upwards,  and  of  these  4  died,  or  1  in  4  ;  whereas 
in  all  the  303,  there  died  1  in  7.214.  And  there  were  34  cases  where 
the  age  was  30  or  upwards,  and  of  these  8  died,  or  1  in  4^,  nearly  in 
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the  same  proportion  as  in  those  of  35  years  or  upwards.  If  we  deduct 
these  34  from  291,  we  leave  257,  who  were  under  30  years  of  age.  As 
there  were  42  deaths  in  the  wliole,  and  in  1  of  the  fatal  cases  the  age 
was  not  ascertained,  and  as  there  were  8  fatal  cases  in  the  34,  it  appears 
that  there  were  33  fatal  cases  among  the  257.     Among  these,  therefore, 

I  case  in  7.787  was  fatal.  Again,  there  were  87  cases  in  v\'hich  the 
ages  were  20  or  under,  and  among  these  there  were  8  fatal  ;  so  that 
among  these  the  fatal  cases  were  in  tlie  proportion  of  I  in  10.875  cases. 

Predominance  of  particular  sj/mpioms. — It  is  well  known  that  at  cer- 
tain periods,  typhoid  fever  and  other  acute  diseases  are  unusually  severe 
and  unusually  fatal.  In  like  manner  certain  symptoms  appear  more  fre- 
quently, or  with  unusual  severity,  at  particular  periods.  This  has  at- 
tracted my  notice,  when  engaged  in  practice,  and  was  quite  manifest  in 
taking  off  from  the  hospital  records  the  notes  on  which  this  report  i? 
founded.  I  will  state  a  few  instances,  derived  from  a  hasty  review  of 
those  notes. 

In  all  the  cases  together,  1  in  2  had  a  dry  tongue.  In  the  latter  part 
of  1828  and  beginning  of  1829,  there  were,  in  11  successive  cases,  9 
which  had  this  symptom.     In    1831,  in  15  successive  cases,  there  were 

II  with  the  same.  In  1834,  this  symptom  was  noted  in  10  of  12  suc- 
cessive cases.     And  in  1835,  it  was  noted  in  22  of  27  successive  cases. 

Epistaxis  occurred  in  1  of  4  of  all  the  cases.  In  1834,  of  12  suc- 
cessive cases  at  one  period,  it  occurred  in  7,  and  of  14  successive  cases 
at  another,  it  occurred  in  10;  making  17  in  26;  that  is,  in  nearly  2 
out  of  3. 

In  1834  the  whole  number  of  cases  was  34.  Among  these,  watchful- 
ness was  noted  in  15,  or  rather  less  than  half  The  proportion  in  the 
whole  number  of  cases  was  1  in  3.65.  But  these  15  cases  were  not 
scattered  through  the  year ;  for  five  of  them  were  the  first  five  cases  in 
the  year,  and  seven  of  them  were  in  10  successive  cases  near  the  end  of 
the  year. 

In  1835  the  whole  number  of  cases  was  35.  Among  these,  watchful- 
ness was  noted  in  17  cases,  very  nearly  half  But  5  of  the  17  occurred 
in  6  successive  cases,  and  8  occurred  in  the  10  last  cases  of  the  year ; 
so  that  in  these  16  cases,  there  occurred  13  of  the  17  cases,  which  be- 
longed to  the  whole  year. 

In  1833,  on  the  other  hand,  I  find  two  instances,  in  each  of  which, 
this  symptom  was  absent  in  7  successive  cases. 

Deafness  occurred  in  1  case  in  6.73.  In  1833,  in  8  successive  cases,  7 
were  attended  by  deafness.  It  occurred  in  only  5  other  cases  in  that 
year,  though  the  whole  number  was  37. 

In  1829  there  were  25  cases,  of  which  one  only  occurred  in  January 
and  was  fatal.  This  belonged  to  the  year  preceding;  I  mean  that  it 
might  be  supposed  to  have  its  character  from  that  of  the  autumn  of  1828. 
The  first  of  the  other  24  cases  was  admitted  in  the  spring.  None  of 
these  24  were  fatal.  Among  them  cerebral  symptoms  appeared  much 
less  than  in  the  average  of  all  the  cases.  Thus  watchfulness  was  noted 
in  7  ;  deliriutn  in  4  ;  somnolence  and  subsultus  tendinum  each  in  1. 
On  looking  back,  it  will  be  seen  that,  except  the  watchfulness,  all  these 
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symptoms  were  in  much  less  proportion  than  in  the  whole  number  of 
cases,  anil  even  than  in  all  the  favorable  cases.  In  the  one  fatal  case 
in  18'29,  son)nolence  and  delirium  were  noted,  the  last  being  unusually 
severe.  I  think  proper  to  add,  though  I  can  make  no  inference  from 
the  statement,  that  in  1829,  headache  is  noted  as  unusually  severe  in 
a  large  proportion  of  cases  ;  that  is,  in  13  of  the  24  cases.  The  only 
case  in  the  year  in  which  it  was  not  noted,  was  the  fatal  case.  This  is 
readily  explained,  when  it  is  added  that  the  case  was  marked  by  stupor 
and  great  delirium,  which  prevented  a  knowledge  of  the  patient's  sensa- 
tions after  his  admission,  as  well  as  of  their  history  previously. 

In  looking  over  those  years  in  which  the  symptoms  were  most  accu- 
rately noticed,  I  do  not  find  the  headache  marked  as  unusually  severe  in 
any  proportion  near  to  -that  above  stated.  The  greatest  proportion  in 
any  other  year,  is  nearly  1  case  in  4. 

To  the  foregoing  remarks  I  will  add  only  that  in  1827,  chills  were 
very  frequently  noticed  during  the  progress  of  the  disease ;  and  that  in 
1830,  the  exacerbations  of  fever  were  unusually  severe  in  niany  in- 
stances, giving  the  disease  a  remittent  character. 

Relapses. — In  cases  of  measles,  smallpox  and  other  diseases,  depen- 
dent on  specific  morbid  poisons,  we  never  see  a  relapse  of  the  disease. 
The  smallpox,  having  run  its  course,  will  not  appear  again,  whatever 
imprudence  the  patient  is  guilty  of  during  convalescence.  I  think  it  is 
not  so  with  typhoid  fever.  An  error  in  diet  and  regimen  is  often  fol- 
lowed by  a  new  train  of  symptoms,  after  convalescence  from  this  disease; 
and  these  appear  to  me  to  be  such  as  belong  to  this  fever.  It  is,  how- 
ever, true  that  they  are  not  always  so  strongly  characteristic,  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  on  the  subject.  If,  however,  they  are  carefully  noted,  they 
will  not  be  fonnd  to  accord  with  any  other  disease.  I  hope  by  these 
remarks  to  call  such  exact  attention  to  the  subject  as  may  decide  this 
point  hereafter. 

Contagion. — The  question  frequently  arises,  whether  this  disease  is 
contagious  ;  in  other  words,  whether  it  can  be  communicated  from  one 
who  has  it  to  one  who  is  in  health,  or  who  is  free  from  this  disease 
at  least. 

If  1  were  to  answer  from  general  experience,  I  should  say  that  in- 
stances occur,  in  which  there  is  much  in  favor  of  the  affirmative ;  but 
that  in  the  great,  very  great  majority  of  instances,  there  is  not  any  such 
evidence.  At  times  the  typhoid  fever  extends  through  every  part  of  a 
town  or  city  ;  at  other  ti(nes  it  is  limited  to  a  district  more  or  less  nar- 
row ;  anrl  at  others,  it  will  be  found  liujiled  to  a  few  families  in  a  city, 
these  families  being  widely  sejiarated  from  each  other.  In  only  one  in- 
stance have  I  ever  known  this  family  disease  occur  twice  in  the  same 
house,  and  then  ii  was  in  the  same  family.  It  was  in  a  very  old  house, 
being  the  memorable  house  recently  taken  down,  which  was  said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  celebrated  Sir  Henry  Vane.  I  have,  however,  known 
this  famihj  frier  occur  in  the  most  cleanly  houses,  and  once  in  a  per- 
fectly new  house,  into  which  a  very  respectable  family  of  the  most 
cleanly  habits  moved  in  the  autumn  ;  having  spent  the  summer  in  the 
country,  and  in  good  health.     In  this  instance  one  of  the  family,  a  boy, 
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resided  at  his  grandf^ither's  in  a  distant  part  of  the  town,  but  was  at  his 
father's  house  very  often.  He  had  the  disease  at  his  grandfather's,  and 
literally  died  in  his  grandmother's  arms,  yet  none  of  the  grandfather's 
family  had  the  disease.     I  have  already  referred  to  this  subject  in  part. 

But  what  evidence  do  the  hospital  cases  afford  on  this  subject?  1 
may  say,  that  occasionally,  our  patients  slated  that  they  came  from 
families  where  the  disease  existed,  and  in  a  very  few  instances  they  had 
been  nursing  the  sick.  As  to  our  iiospital  nurses  and  servants,  I  have 
collected  all  the  cases  in  which  they  had  the  disease.  It  should  be 
noted,  first,  that  none  of  these  were  old,  rarely  one  above  forty,  most  of 
them  under  thirty  ;  and  that  among  them,  being  usually  from  20  to  25 
in  number,  there  were  frequent  changes.  Thus  in  12  years  there  have 
been  many  of  them,  probably  200.  Also,  they  were  often  fresh  from 
the  country.     They  w^ere,  therefore,  fair  subjects  for  the  disease. 

In  our  303  cases,  20  were  nurses,  or  servants  of  the  hospital,  residing 
in  it.  Except  the  nurses,  however,  thev  had  not  much  intercourse  with 
the  sick.  One  was  in  1824;  1  in  1827;  1  in  1828;  5  were  in  1829; 
6  in  1831  ;  3  in  1832  ;   1  in  1833;  1  in  1834,  and  1  in  1835. 

It  is  first  to  be  remarked,  that  the  number  of  inmates  of  the  hospital, 
affected  with  the  disease,  did  not  bear  any  proportion  to  the  numbers 
admitted  with  it,  in  the  several  years  respectively.  Nor  did  they  occur 
most  in  the  years  when  the  disease  was  most  severe.  It  was  in  1833 
that  the  disease  was  most  severe  in  its  character,  and  only  one  of  the  in- 
mates had  it  that  year.  In  1829  it  was  the  most  mild,  and  in  that  year 
five  of  the  inmates  of  the  hospital  had  it.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to 
trace  out  the  particular  chances  for  exposure  in  each  case.  But  in  re- 
gard to  four  of  those  in  1831  the  circumstances  are  so  pecuhar  as  to 
merit  a  particular  statement. 

In  1831  the  first  patient  was  admitted  in  January,  the  second  in  May. 
This  last  was  not  a  severe  case;  the  patient  was  convalescent  on  the 
21st  day,  and  was  discharged  well  on  the  31st  day  of  the  disease,  viz., 
on  the  9th  of  June.  No  other  case  was  admitted  before  four  of  tiie 
hospital  inmates  were  taken  sick  with  the  fever.  These  were  admitted 
to  the  wards  from  June  29th  to  July  5th,  and  on  July  26th  a  fifth  was 
admitted.  Although  admitted  on  different  days,  three  of  the  first  four 
were  taken  sick  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  June  ;  the  fourth  on  the  2d  of 
July  ;  and  the  fifth  on  the  24th  of  July.  In  the  first  week  of  July 
there  were  admitted  two  patients,  with  the  same  disease,  from  abroad  ; 
these  were  persons  who  had  not  had  any  connection  with  the  hospital ; 
they  were  taken  sick  on  the  22d  and  26th  of  June. 

It  is  difficult  to  persuade  one's  self,  that  in  these  instances,  occurring 
when  the  hospital  was  so  free  from  the  disease,  contagion  had  any 
influence. 

It  should  be  added,  that  our  hospital  pupils  have  not  been  more  fre- 
quently affected  with  the  disease,  than  others  of  the  same  age.  Of 
course  this  statement  is  not  founded  on  an  exact  comparison  ;  it  would 
be  difficult  to  do  this ;  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  of  its  accuracy. 

Treatment. — In  reviewing  the  statements  which  have  been  made  in 
respect  to  treatment,  we  may,  I  think,  adopt  the  following  conclusions  ; 
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at  least,  we  may  adopt  them,  as  rendered  probably  just,  and  as  worthy 
to  guide  us  in  future  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  those  affected  with  the 
typhoid,  or  continued  fever  of  New  England. 

First,  that  on  the  attack  of  this  disease,  the  patient  should  imme- 
diately desist  from  labor  and  mental  exertion,  abstain  from  food,  except 
of  the  simplest  liquid  food,  and  place  himself  in  bed,  or,  at  least,  in  a 
state  of  repose. 

Second,  that  free  evacuations  should  be  made  at  the  beginning,  and 
that  in  doing  this  a  day  is  important.  It  is  better  that  they  be  made 
the  first  day  than  the  second,  better  on  the  second  than  the  third  ;  but 
that  it  is  especially  important  that  they  should  be  n)ade  as  early  as  the 
third  day.  That  an  emetic  of  tartarized  antimony  should  first  be  given, 
and  then  an  active  cathartic,  or  the  two  in  combination.  If  there  is 
constipation  at  the  time,  an  active  enema,  given  at  first,  to  disembarrass 
the  bowels,  would  no  doubt  facilitate  the  action  of  an  emetic.  If  the 
vomiting  and  purging  are  not  followed  by  great  relief,  venesection  should 
be  practised  on  the  following  day,  unless  the  constitution  should  be  very 
feeble  or  the  case  very  mild. 

Third,  if  the  disease  has  not  subsided  after  the  evacuations,  tartarized 
antimony  should  be  given  every  two  hours  in  increasing  doses,  after  the 
method  of  Odier  before  mentioned.  JNleanwhile  the  bowels  should  be 
kept  open,  and,  for  two  or  three  of  the  first  days,  it  would  be  well  that 
calomel  should  enter  into  the  medicine  used  for  this  purpose  ;  not,  how- 
ever, giving  more  than  one  moderate  dose  in  a  day.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that,  usually,  after  the  antimony  has  been  given  for  forty-eight 
hours,  this  will  act  sufliciently  on  the  bowels,  and  that  sometimes  it  must 
be  restrained  by  opium. 

Fourth,  that  when  the  disease  subsides  early  under  any  active  treat- 
ment, it  is  quite  essential  that  the  patient  should  be  restrained  fiom  solid 
food  for  two  or  three  days,  at  least,  after  he  has  an  appetite  for  it  ;  and 
that  he  then  use  only  vegetable  food,  in  small  quantities,  for  two  or  three 
days  more.  Likewise  that  he  should  not  be  allowed  to  make  any  efforts 
of  either  body  or  mind,  until  his  convalescence  is  fully  established.  By 
this  it  is  not  intended  that  he  should  be  confined  wholly  in  bed,  but  that 
he  should  be  confined  to  his  chamber,  and  not  allowed  to  talk  on  busi- 
ness, nor  on  any  interesting  subject. 

Fifth,  that  evacuations,  votniting  and  purging  at  least,  may  be  resorted 
to  with  advantage  in  the  second  week  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  some  benefit 
mav  be  obtained  from  antimony  in  small  doses,  when  commenced  in  that 
week.  But  that,  after  that  period,  no  active  treatment  should  be  em- 
ployed, or  none  which  will  cause  any  serious  inconvenience  to  the 
patient. 

The  remarks  under  the  following  heads  are  offered  as  the  result  of 
my  experience,  as  it  remains  in  my  mind  ;  but  not  as  deductions  made 
according  to  the  numerical  method. 

Sixth — as  to  diet.  There  is  no  point,  probably,  on  which  all  practi- 
tioners are  more  agreed,  than  that  food  should  be  withheld  from  persons 
affected  with  this  disease  in  its  early  period,  except  only  the  mildest,  or 
most  bland,  liquid  articles.     Probably  food  would  be  injurious  in  its  early 
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period,  at  least,  if  it  could  be  digested.  But  it  cannot  be  di2,ested  per- 
i'ectly,  and  often  not  at  all,  and  that  alone  should  forbid  the  use  of  it. 
When  the  disease  is  arrested  or  mitigated  by  treatment,  it  is  very  certain 
that  an  indulgence  in  the  use  of  food  is  most  commonly  injurious,  and 
that  the  cautions  already  stated  are  not  too  severe.  When,  however, 
the  patient  is  fully  reinstated,  he  must  be  allowed  some  extra  food  for 
the  recovery  of  his  flesh  and  strength.  This  must  be  done  cautiously  ; 
but  an  extreme  and  protracted  abstinence  is  injurious.  When  the 
disease  runs  its  usual  course,  and  the  appetite  for  food  returns,  is  there 
any  danger  in  the  indulgence  of  it?  To  this  question  1  answer,  in.  pro- 
portion as  the  return  of  appetite  takes  place  early,  more  caution  is  neces- 
sary. If  it  takes  place  at,  or  about  the  end  of  the  third  week  of  the 
disease,  if  it  is  decided,  and  if  it  is  accompanied  by  a  cleaning  of  the 
tongue,  almost  any  article,  which  the  patient  craves,  may  be  allowed 
him  with  safety.  The  appetite  is  usually  a  sufficient  guide  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  food ;  but  not  as  to  quantity.  In  a  large  proportion  of 
cases  it  will  be  found  a  most  uncertain  guide,  as  to  quantity.  Hence  it 
is  necessary  to  begin  with  small  quantities,  and  to  increase  gradually. 
It  is  equally  necessary  to  make  the  intervals  long  between  the  portions 
of  solid  food,  which  are  given  in  the  early  period  of  convalescence.  At 
first  there  should  be  one  portion  of  solid  food  in  the  day  ;  the  next  day, 
if  everything  is  favorable,  two  portions,  with  five  or  six  hours  between 
them  ;  and  two  or  three  days  later,  watching  the  effects,  three  meals 
may  be  allowed.  But  we  are  not  merely  to  feel  the  pulse  under  these 
circumstances,  to  see  if  the  fever  has  increased.  The  danger  is  not,  I 
apprehend,  that  the  system  will  be  too  suddenly  nourished.  It  is  that 
the  enfeebled  organs  of  digestion  may  not  be  able  to  digest  the  food. 
We  must,  therefore,  watch  all  the  signs  which  refer  to  those  organs. 
Only,  if  the  head  should  ache,  or  other  organs  be  disturbed,  we  should 
remember  that  the  prominent  signs  of  indigestion  are  often  shown  else- 
where than  in  the  stomach,  and  stop  the  food  till  it  appears  whether  this 
is  not  now  the  case.  It  is  also  to  be  constantly  remembered,  that  con- 
stipation of  the  bowels  will  be  followed  by  indigestion,  and  that  evil  must 
therefore  be  guarded  against. 

Seventh — cordials.  On  this,  as  under  the  last  head,  I  must  give  the 
convictions,  arising  from  the  most  careful  observations  1  have  been  able 
to  make  in  many  years.  I  cannot  adopt  the  more  accurate  mode  of  the 
numerical  system.  Nor  in  this  case  could  this  system  be  usefully  fol- 
lowed, unless  with  the  greatest  attention  to  the  state  of  each  case.  It 
has  appeared  to  me  that  we  should  not  adopt  the  rule  to  give  cordials, 
nor  to  withhold  them,  in  every  case.  When  a  patient  is  induced  to  take 
cordials  reluctantly,  they  seldom  benefit  him,  and  are  often  followed  by 
injury.  When  he  is  greatly  enfeebled,  at  a  late  stage  of  the  disease,  he 
may  be  safely  asked  if  he  wishes  for  them,  and  if  he  does,  he  may  try 
them  ;  they  will  seldom  hurt  him  then,  if  he  takes  no  more  than  is 
grateful  to  him.  When  he  spotaneously  demands  them,  as  late  as  the 
third  week,  they  will  almost  always  be  found  useful.  Now%  in  following 
these  rules,  1  have  occasionally  found  a  patient  who  would  take  a  large 
quantity  of  some  cordial  liquor.     But  this  has  been  rare.     Few  take 
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them  longer  than  two  or  three  days,  and  the  majority  of  patients  do  not 
take  thein  at  all.  It  is  proper  to  add  th:it  by  cordials  I  mean  vinous 
liquors.  I  have  most  comnionly  found  cider  grateful  in  the  first  instance, 
beginning  with  an  ounce,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and  increasing  ac- 
cording to  the  effects.  Sound  beer,  or  ale,  is  more  rarely,  but  sometimes 
grateful.  In  patients  much  exhausted,  however,  the  strong  foreign 
wines.  Sherry,  Port  and  Madeira,  are  found  most  useful.  These  articles 
may  be  diluted,  or  may  be  employed  to  season  articles  of  diet,  or  may 
be  given  alone,  according  to  the  taste  of  the  patient. 


ON  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE  TENDO  ACHILLIS  AND  OTHER  TENDONS. 

ABSTRACT    OF    A    LECTURE    DELIVERED    BY    MR.    LISTON    AT    THE    UNIVERSITY    COLLEGE 

HOSPITAL,    LONDON. 

In  the  commencement  of  his  lecture  Mr.  Liston  said  the  division  of 
tendons  for  the  cure  of  deformity,  was  by  no  means  a  new  proceeding  ; 
it  was  frequently  resorted  to  by  many  of  the  older  surgeons,  among 
whom  were  John  Mekran,  and  Mr.  Sharpe,  a  surgeon  of  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, nearly  a  century  since,  which  latter  was  in  the  habit  of  dividing 
the  origin  or  attachments  of  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle,  for  the  cure  of 
torticollis.  This  operation  had  been  repeated  of  late  years  by  Sir  B. 
Brodie,  by  the  late  Baron  Dupuytren,  and  he  (Mr.  Liston)  had  seen 
cases  in  which  its  performance  was  attended  by  good  results.  It  was  a 
proceeding,  however,  which  was  not  frequently  called  for,  inasmuch  as 
the  twisted  state  of  the  neck  was  generally  produced  by  disease  of  the 
vertebrae,  or  from  a  painful  swelling  or  ulcer  on  the  side  of  the  neck, 
producing  such  an  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  part,  as  to  render 
operative  proceedings  useless.  Delpech  might  justly  be  considered  as 
the  founder  of  the  operation  of  dividing  the  tendo  Achillis  for  the  cure 
of  club-foot.  He  had  related,  in  his  "  Chirurgie  Clinique,"  several 
cases  of  varus,  as  they  were  called,  and  described  the  plans  of  his  ap- 
paratus for  carrying  out  his  mode  of  curing  them.  One  or  more  cases 
were  related  in  which  the  tendon  was  divided.  His  plan  was  to  make  a 
longitudinal  incision  on  each  side  of  the  tendon,  through  which  he  slip- 
ped his  knife  and  divided  the  tendon  from  before  backwards.  Within 
the  last  year  or  two  a  great  number  of  cases  in  which  the  tendo  Achillis 
had  been  divided,  had  occurred,  and  were  related  by  the  operators, 
Stromeyer,  Dieffenbach,  Guerin  and  Dr.  Little,  who  himself  was  the 
subject  of  varus,  and  had  published  a  thesis  on  the  deformity.  This 
gentleman  had  also  latterly  published  a  number  of  cases  in  which  the 
tendo  Achillis  was  divided  for  the  cure  of  deformity,  to  which  he  had 
given  odd  and  loni;-sounding  names,  such  as  talipes  equinus  verus,  &;c. 
&tc.  The  deformity  of  the  foot  presented  itself  in  a  variety  of  forms. 
When  the  under  part  of  the  foot  was  turned  inwards,  the  deformity  was 
termed  varus.  In  other  cases  the  foot  was  turned  outwards.  The  first, 
however,  was  the  most  common  deformity,  and  in  this  case  the  toes 
were  turned  inwards,  the  patient  rested  on  the  cuboid  bone,  and  the  root 
of  the  metatarsal  bone  of  the  little  toe.     The  bones  of  the  foot  in  this 
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kind  of  deforinity  were  little  altered  in  form  or  appearance.  They  had 
attained  their  oidinary  size,  and  were  little  distorted  regarding  their 
position  one  with  another.  After  a  time,  however,  if  the  deformity  was 
not  remedied,  the  bones  on  the  inner  side  of  the  foot  diminished  in  size 
by  interstitial  absorption  ;  the  internal  cuneiform,  the  os  calcis,  and  the 
soft  parts  covering  them,  became  altered,  Tiie  jiatient  rested  on  this 
part,  the  integuments  of  which  became  thickened,  and  a  bursa  formed 
in  this  situation.  The  limb  on  the  affected  side,  to  the  knee-joint  at 
least,  lost  its  size  and  strength,  the  muscles  becoming  soft  and  flabby, 
and  losing  their  red  appearance.  In  many  cases  which  were  met  with 
the  heel  was  much  elevated,  owing  to  the  natural  shortness  of  the  gas- 
trocnemius and  soleus,  and  their  combined  tendon  ;  other  tendons  were 
also  necessarily  shortened,  wliile,  on  the  other  hand,  some  tendons,  as 
those  of  the  peronei,  were  of  course  elongated.  Sometimes,  in  the 
deformity  called  "  horse-foot,"  the  patient  rested  on  the  distal  extremi- 
ties of  the  metatarsal  bones  ;  this  deformity  was  congenital,  sometimes 
affecting  both,  sometimes  one  of  the  feet.  A  variety  of  apparatus  had 
been  invented  for  the  purpose  of  curing  these  deformities,  almost  every 
instrument-maker  liaving  a  |)lan  of  his  own.  The  celebrated  Scarpa 
had  recommended  one  kind  of  instrument,  Delpech  another,  and  Mr. 
Colles,  of  Dublin,  another.  Sometimes  the  use  of  an  iron,  which 
passed  up  on  each  side  of  the  leg,  if  continued  for  years,  might  effect 
a  cure,  but  there  was  always  much  opposition  from  the  contracted  state 
of  the  tendons,  particularly  of  the  tendo  Achillis,  the  division  of  which 
much  accelerated  the  cure,  leaving  the  instrument-maker  much  less  to 
do,  or  at  all  events  diminishing  his  difficulties.  When  the  tendo  Achillis 
was  divided  by  accident,  it  united,  affer  a  time,  in  a  favorable  manner, 
a  substance  being  deposited  between  the  ends  of  the  divided  tendon  ; 
this  substance  became  dense  and  fibrous,  and  could  not  be  distinguished 
from  the  tendon  itself.  Horses  were  subject  to  an  acquired  deformity, 
in  which  they  walked  on  the  point  of  the  hoof  of  one  of  their  feet. 
Most  of  the  pupils  had  seen  horses  going  about  with  this  defortnity. 
Veterinarians  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  cutting  across  the  flexor 
tendons  for  the  relief  of  this  state  ;  they  were  not  at  all  particular  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  they  performed  the  operation  ;  they  just  drew  the 
knife  across  the  leg,  and  brought  the  foot  into  its  proper  position  ;  the 
tendons  soon  united,  even  though,  in  some  cases,  there  was  a  space  of 
three  or  four  inches  between  the  ends  of  the  divided  portions  ;  new 
matter,  resembling  the  original  tissue,  soon  filled  up  this  space,  and  the 
cure  was  completed.  It  was  from  reasoning  on  these  facts  that  Delpech 
was  induced,  in  1816,  to  resort  to  the  proceeding  of  dividing  the  tendo 
Achillis,  but  he  cut  through  the  integuments  awkwardly.  (Mr.  Liston 
here  exhibited  several  casts,  also  specimens  of  the  deformity,  at  various 
ages,  dissected,  and  a  horse's  tendon,  which  had  been  cut  and  united.) 
There,  said  he,  was  a  specimen  of  varus  ;  and  there  two  cases  in  which 
the  foot  was  permanently  extended.  The  patient,  in  one  case,  having 
walked  on  his  toes  with  one  foot ;  in  the  other,  both  feet  were  affected 
from  birth.  In  all  these  cases  the  foot  was  brought  into  the  natural 
position  by  division  of  the  tendo  Achillis,  which  proceeding  materially 
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assisted  llie  apparatus-maker.  He  alluded  shortly  to  a  case  of  acquired 
extension  of  both  feet  which  had  occurred  some  years  asio  during  a 
severe  attack  of  rheumatic  gout,  or  rather  of  gonorrhoea!  rheumatism. 
The  heels  could  not  be  brought  witliin  several  inches  of  the  ground  ; 
the  patient  had  been  to  waterins;  places,  and  had  been  most  judiciously 
and  anxiously  treated,  but  without  relief.  The  tendons,  in  a  most  rigid 
state,  were  divided  with  great  benefit.  The  operation  was  easily  per- 
formed ;  there  was  no  necessity  of  dividing  the  integuments  ;  a  small, 
punctured  wound  with  a  very  narrow  bistoury,  or,  what  was  better,  with 
a  needle  somewhat  resembling  a  cataract  needle,  being  sufficient.  He 
had  divided  many  with  that  needle  (showing  it)  wiih  scarcely  a  percepti- 
ble external  wound.  The  tendon  was  first  to  be  felt  for,  and  being 
found,  the  instrument  was  to  be  passed  close  to  it,  between  it  and  the 
bone  ;  there  were  no  blood-vessels  or  nerves  likely  to  be  wounded  ;  the 
point  of  the  instrument  was  then  to  be  turned  towards  the  tendon, 
which  was  to  be  tickled  through  and  divided  gradually  ;  the  division 
was  indicated  by  an  audible  snap.  There  was  a  slight  effusion  of  blood 
internally  about  the  ends  of  the  divided  tendon,  but  there  was  no  mark 
or  external  injury,  no  swelling,  inflammation,  or  its  consequences.  The 
extremities  of  the  tendon  soon  poured  out  plastic  matter,  and  this  uniting 
medium,  at  the  expiration  of  about  ten  days,  might  be  extended  by 
means  of  the  apparatus  employed  for  this  pur|)ose,  and  in  six  or  eight 
weeks  the  foot  would  be  brought  into  its  natural  position.  In  this  case 
(showing  a  cast)  the  patient's  foot  was  not  only  extended,  but  turned 
inwards.  A  cure  was  effected  by  a  rod  which  passed  up  the  inner  side 
of  the  foot.  In  this  case  (showing  another  cast)  the  patient  had  distor- 
tion of  the  spine  accompanying  the  deformity  of  the  foot.  In  two 
months  after  the  division  of  the  tentlon  he  was  able  to  walk  about,  the 
foot  being  in  the  natural  shape,  and  altogether  of  a  belter  form  ;  there 
was  only  a  little  bidging  to  be  perceived  in  the  situation  of  the  divided 
tendon.  There  (showing  the  bones  of  a  foot)  was  a  case  in  which  all 
the  bones  were  altered  in  form  ;  the  os  calcis  was  smaller  than  usual. 
This  patient  walked  all  his  life  on  the  outside  of  the  foot  ;  a  large  bursa 
had  formed  underneath  the  thickened  cuticle. 

The  division  of  tendons  answered  the  purpose  of  curing  deformities 
in  other  situations.  A  case  had  been  in  the  hospital  in  which  tlie  knee- 
joint  was  contracted.  The  tendons  of  the  semi-mcmbranosus  and  semi- 
tendinosus  were  divided.  The  contraction,  in  this  case,  residted  from 
an  attack  of  rheumatism  some  time  since.  After  the  tendons  were 
divided,  a  screw-joint  apparatus  was  a|)plied  similar  to  that  used  in  frac- 
tures of  the  bones  of  the  leg,  by  which  means  the  leg  could  be  gradually 
extended  from  day  to  day,  by  turning  the  screw.  The  knee-joint  of 
this  patient  originally  formed  a  right  ani;le,  but  she  was  now  enabled  to 
put  her  toes  to  the  ground,  though  she  was  still  obliged  to  use  crutches. 
He  (Mr.  Liston)  would  get  the  knee  extended  an  inch  or  two  more,  if 
possible,  not  quite  straight,  however,  as  the  patient  would  not  walk  so 
well  as  though  it  were  slightly  bent.  He  hoped,  by  dividing  the  tendon 
of  the  bice[)s,  to  produrc  this  extension. 

He  (Mr.  h-)  iiad  also  latterly  divided  the  tendons  of  the  toes — an 


Medical  College  of  Georgia.    .  63 

operation,  he  believed,  entirely  new — for  a  common  deformity.  We 
often  found  the  toes  bent  pernianenily  ;  liie  middle  toe,  generally,  some- 
times the  little  toe,  which  stood  up  above  the  others.  This  deformity 
was  either  congenital,  or  arose  from  the  use  of  tight  shoes.  Tlie  integu- 
ment on  the  convexity  of  the  joint  became  thickened,  and  a  corn  formed. 
The  pain  in  these  cases  was  sometimes  so  severe  that  the  patient  begged 
that  amputation  might  be  performed.  A  corn,  as  the  students  were  aware, 
not  only  consisted  in  a  thickened  state  of  cuticle,  but  there  was  often  a 
small  adventitious  bursa  underneath  it  ;  this  bursa  sometimes  inflames 
and  suppurates;  here  was  a  specimen  in  which  this  was  seen  (showing 
a  preparation),  and  in  this  case  the  toe  was  amputated.  Tn  tiiis  speci- 
men the  papiilje  of  the  cutis  were  also  much  enlarged  ;  this  occurred 
from  the  greater  demand  for  the  secretion  of  cuticle,  as  was  also  observed 
in  the  paw. of  the  dog.  Some  chiropodists,  as  his  friend,  J\Jr.  Durlacher, 
were  very  dexterous  in  ci\tting  out  a  corn,  and  with  scarcely  any  pain, 
by  which  means  a  cure  was  effected  ;  but  in  cases  in  which  the  toe  was, 
from  its  awkward  position,  constantly  subjected  to  pressure,  the  sufl^ering 
was  much  increased,  and  interference  with  the  corn  was  of  little  use. 
It  was  in  such  cases  that  patients  applied  for  the  performance  of  ampu- 
tation. He  (Mr.  L.)  had  some  time  ago  been  requested  by  a  gentle- 
man, to  amputate  both  his  little  toes,  which  had  become  affected  in  the 
way  described.  In  this  case  he  did  not  wish  to  remove  the  toes,  but  the 
suffering  was  so  great  that  the  patient  insisted  on  its  being  carried  into 
effect.  At  length  it  was  agreed  that  one  toe  should  be  removed,  on 
condition  that  the  other  toe  should  be  treated  as  he  (Mr.  L.)  wished,  by 
the  division  of  the  extensor  tendon.  This  proceeding  was  accordingly 
adopted.  The  toe,  the  tendon  of  which  was  divided,  was  brought  into 
its  proper  position,  and  the  foot  soon  became  healthy  and  well.  The 
patient  was  laid  up  with  the  foot  from  which  the  toe  had  been  removed, 
for  five  or  six  weeks,  an  abscess  having  formed  on  the  dorsum  ;  and  he 
did  not  go  sound  for  long  after  with  this  foot,  while  with  the  other  he  need 
not  have  been  confined  a  single  day.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  operated  on 
cases  of  a  similar  nature  successfully,  and  had  others  under  his  care  in 
which  he  meant  to  pursue  the  practice.  It  did  not  deserve  the  name  of 
an  operation,  being  unattended  with  pain,  or  the  loss  of  more  than  one 
drop  of  blood. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     AUGUST     2  9,      J8  3  8. 


MEDICAL  COLLEGE   OF   GEORGIA. 

As  the  profession  at  the  North  are  not  generally  acquainted  with  the 
internal  construction  of  the  medical  institutions  of  the  Southern  States, 
the  idea  suggested  itself  that  a  short  sketch  of  one  of  them  would  not 
be  considered  a  useless  article  by  northern  readers.  And  in  the  fol- 
lowing observations  upon  this  Medical  College,  as  an  individual  school, 
we  shall  also  avail  ourselves  of  such  facts  as  are  at  command,  to  show 
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thatl  cfTorts    are   making    there    to    raise    the    standard    of   professional 
character. 

'J'he  ^ledical  College  ofCioorgia  was  organized  only  a  few  years  ago  ; 
yet  every  department  exhibits  that  kind  of  strength  which  commands  the 
respect  of  well-educated  men.  There  is  now  in  press  an  elaborate  pa- 
per, embracing  a  detailed  history  of  its  operations  from  the  beginning, 
and  which,  when  published,  on  the  authority  of  the  board  of  directors, 
will  conduce,  we  apprehend,  very  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  College, 
by  exhibiting  its  claims  to  public  patronage. 

There  is  invested  in  this  college,  exclusive  of  the  lot  of  land  on  which 
the  edifice  is  erected,  in  the  City  of  Augusta,  ^35,000,  which  was  a  do- 
nation. The  buildings  cost  ^ I '7 ,000;  and  the  museum,  chemical  appa- 
ratus, library,  &.c.  &c.,  818,000  more.  Besides  these  large  sums,  the 
trustees  have  a  fund  of  ^5,000  for  contingent  expenses,  invested  at  an 
interest  of  eight  per  cent. 

There'have  been  but  few  changes,  comparatively,  in  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  its  affairs,  since  its  creation.  Dr.  John  Dent,  the  first 
Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  JNIedicine,  served  but  one  session, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Alexander  Cunningham,  who  held  the  chair, 
with  honor,  five  years,  and  finally  resigned,  only  a  short  time  since,  in 
favor  of  his  friend  Dr.  Ford,  who  is  now  in  the  chair  of  the  Institutes 
and  Practice  of  Medicine.  This  gentleman  received  a  degree  at  the 
University  of  New  York,  in  1822,  and  was  originally  appointed  to  the 
professorship  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  when  the  INledical  College  of 
Georjria  was  organized.  Subsequently  he  resigned  his  place  in  favor  of 
Dr.  C.  Davis.  Last  season  he  officiated  in  the  chair  of  the  Institutes  of 
IMedicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  and  since  that  period  he  has  been 
elected  professor  of  that  department. 

Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve,  Professor  of  Surgery,  graduated  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  1828,  and  the  year  following  sailed  for  Europe, 
where  he  remained  till  1832,  when  he  was  elected  to  fill  the  chair  of 
surgery  in  this  institution.  During  his  absence  he  officiated  as  a  sur- 
geon in  the  unfortunate  revolution  of  Poland,  and  received  from  the 
Polish  government,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  devotedness,  skill  and 
liumanity,  the  cross  of  honor. 

Dr.  Milton  Antony,  the  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men and  Children,  who  should  be  regarded  as  the  father  and  founder  of 
the  school,  received  an  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  JNIedicine  from 
the  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  in  1823.  lie  has  been  a  prac- 
titioner since  1809 — having  the  previous  year  attended  a  full  course 
of  lectures  at  Pliiladelphia.  Dr.  Antony  is  the  present  editor  of  the 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Newlon,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  graduated  at  the  old  INledi- 
cal School  of  Philadelphia,  in  1831.  He  then  sailed  for  Europe,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  preparing  himself  for  his  present  distinguished 
place. 

Dr.  Dugas,  whose  province  is  Physiology  and  Pathological  Anatomy, 
received  a  degree  from  the  University  of  Maryland,  in  1827 — having 
previously  devoted  himself  one  season  to  a  course  of  lectures  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  had  been  three  years  in  Europe  before  receiving  an  ap- 
pointment. In  1831,  he  again  visited  Europe,  and  travelled  on  the  Con- 
tinent. He  tlicre  purchased  the  present  museum,  chemical  apparatus 
aad  library. 
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Dr.  Charles  Davis,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  is  one  of  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College  pupils,  of  Philadelphia.  For  a  time,  if  our 
memory  serves,  he  was  an  Adjunct  Professor  of  Chemistry  there.  Af- 
terwards he  was  appointed  to  teach  the  same  branches  in  the  Medical 
College  of  South  Carolina,  where  he  remained  three  years  ;  but  in  1837, 
on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Ford,  was  inducted  into  his  present  ofHce,  in 
Georgia. 

The  professors  of  Anatomy  and  Chemistry  receive  for  the  lecture 
tickets,  S20  each,  and  devote  their  whole  time  to  the  College,  neither  of 
them  being  practitioners  of  medicine.  The  first  is  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
and  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  dissecting  room.  Each  of  the 
other  professors  receives  a  fee  of  ^15.  Graduation  fee,  ,^30.  From  five 
to  six  anatomical  lectures  are  given  weekly.  On  phy.«iiology  and  patho- 
logical anatomy,  and  materia  medica  and  chemistry  and  pharmacy,  three 
times  a  week.  Institutes  and  practice  of  medicine,  four  times  a  week, 
the  ensuing  winter,  and  in  future  seasons,  from  five  to  six  times  each 
week.  Lectures  on  the  principles  and  practice  of  surgery,  and  on  ob- 
stetrics and  diseases  of  women  and  children,  four  times  a  week,  each. 
All  the  lectures  are';  delivered  in  the  morning,  so  that  the  students  are 
not  interrupted  in  the  dissecting  room  in  the  remaining  half  of  the  day. 
Peculiar  generosity  is  manifested  in  this  important  appendage  of  a  medi- 
cal school — the  dissecting  room — where  the  student  is  admitted  free  of  all 
expense. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  efforts  have  been  made,  and  are  continually 
in  force,  in  the  far-off  State  of  Georgia,  which  are  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation. If  the  people  would  be  content  to  allow  this  institution  to 
fix  the  standard  of  medical  qualifications,  they  would  s.oon  be  proud  of 
their  physicians  and  surgeons,  educated  near  their  own  homes  ;  but 
such  is  the  rage  for  undermining  and  trampling  under  foot  whatever  was 
once  respectable  in  the  profession  of  medicine,  in  this  country,  that  it 
would  not  be  at  all  surprising  if  Georgia  should  become  the  Eldorado  of 
quacks,  notwithstanding  the  strength  and  resistance  of  their  greatest 
enemy,  the  Medical  College. 

In  1826  the  State  established  a  board  of  physicians  to  examine  all 
candidates,  even  those  possessing  diplomas,  who  proposed  practising  the 
profession  of  medicine  within  the  Commonwealth.  This  commission  had 
also  the  power  to  regulate  the  qualifications  of  the  apothecaries.  The 
annual  meetings  were  at  Milledgeville,  the  capital,  and  prevented  all  un- 
qualified persons  from  exercising  the  healing  art.  In  1836,  however, 
just  as  the  system  became  well  understood,  and  its  success  apparent,  the 
legislature,  not  by  any  means  in  its  wisdom,  enacted  a  law  by  which 
Thomsonians  were  permitted  to  dabble  in  red  pepper  and  lobelia,  just  as 
they  chose,  which  so  thoroughly  disgusted  all  sensible  men,  that  the 
medical  board,  previously  so  respectable,  deriving  its  authority  from  the 
same  legislative  body,  have  never  had  a  meeting  since,  nor  will  it,  it 
may  be  presumed,  till,  by  the  force  of  law,  quackery  is  again  discoun- 
tenanced. There  are  now  no  restrictions  on  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Georgia — each  man  doing  that  which  seemeth  right  in  his  own  eyes. 

In  connection  with  these  remarks,  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  make  honora- 
ble mention  of  Drs.  Smett,  Abbot,  Fort  and  Haynes,  who  have  been 
greatly  distinguished  in  Georgia  for  high  medical  attainments,  and  for 
their  political  elevation  in  the  national  councils. 
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JVeii'  School  for  Medical  Inslruclion. — To  the  several  private  medical 
schools,  iti  tills  city,  already  before  the  public,  a  new  one  is  now  added  ; 
and,  judging  from  the  array  of  talent  and  of  names  well  known  to  the  pro- 
fession, we  may  safely  predict  from  this  association  a  long  career  of  use- 
fulness to  the  pupils  who  may  resort  to  it  for  instruction,  as  well  as  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  to  the  institution  itself. 

Curvature  of  the  Spine. — A  pam|)hlct,  containing  two  papers,  recently 
published  in  this  Journal,  on  curvatures  and  other  diseases  of  the  spine, 
in  the  form  of  familiar  letters,  addressed  to  J.  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  by  the 
author,  John  B.  Brown,  M.D.  seems  to  be  circulating  to  good  purpose. 
We  wish  it  might  be  the  means  of  giving  notoriety  to  his  infirmary,  at 
No.  65  Belknap  Street,  which  has  been  instituted  expressly  for  the  treat- 
ment of  spinal  distortions,  club  feet,  Sic.  It  is  our  intention  to  examine 
Dr.  Brown's  a|)paratiis,  whenever  he  may  be  at  leisure  to  explain  his 
system  of  practice,  with  a  view  to  the  benefit  of  a  wretched  class  of  suf- 
ferers who  may  be  totally  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  an  institution 
expressly  devoted  to  their  service. 


Medical  Examination. — At  the  examination  of  medical  students,  can- 
didates for  the  degree  of  M.D.  in  Harvard  University,  held  on  Monday 
the  20th  inst.,  the  following  gentlemen  were  examined  and  approved  for 
public  examination  on  Friday.  Messrs.  Adams,  Blood,  Bradstreet, 
Brewer,  Briggs,  Cutler,  Gerry,  Goff,  Lyon,  Mack,  Stone,  Tucker, 
Wellington  and  West. 


Geneva  College. — The  faculty  have  sent  abroad  their  annual  circular, 
which  shosvs  that  every  proper  effort  is  making  to  produce  good  and  able 
physicians  and  surgeons.  Dr.  D.  h.  Rogers,  of  New  York,  is  an  im- 
portant, and,  doul)tless,  gratifying  acquisition  to  the  medical  faculty  of 
the  institution.  The  cost  of  the  lectures  is  only  fifty-five  dollars.  Dr. 
John  Stevens  and  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  both  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
are  the  curators. 


Progress  of  Surgery  and  Medicine  in  Sicihi. — That  indefatigable  wri- 
ter and  eminent  operator,  Dr.  Portel,  of  Palermo,  has  sent  forth  another 
small  put)lication,  which  was  received  here  last  week.  A  translation  of 
such  parts  as  are  of  general  utility,  is  already  in  progress.  It  gives  us 
pleasure  to  hear  of  the  author's  i)romotion,  by  the  King  of  Naples,  to 
the  most  important  medical  oilice  in  the  gift  of  the  crown,  in  which  the 
emoluments  are  a  compensation  for  the  exercise  of  great  talents,  science 
and  untiring  industry. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  Albany  Medical  Society  have  resolved  to 
wear  mourning,  thirty  days,  as  a  token  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Lewis  B.  Gregory,  of  that  city. — JetTerson  Medical  College  is 
now  an  independent  school,  by  charter,  having  discontinued  its  connec- 
tion with  JefFerson  College,  at  Canonsbnrg.  The  circular  is  abroad 
for  the  present  year.  The  lectures  commence  the  first  INIonday  in  No- 
vember.    There  is  a  degree  of  enterprise  exhibited  in  this  school  worth 
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copying  by  all  similar  institutions. — The  commencement  of  Geneva  Col- 
lege was  held  on  Wednesday  last.  The  degree  of  JNI.D.  was  conferred 
on  two  in  course.  The  honorary  degree  of  31. D.  was  conferred  on  Dr. 
Richard  Wells,  Dr.  F.  T.  Ferris  and  Dr.  Ishiel  Stearns. — Amputation 
of  nearly  half  the  under  jaw  has  been  recently  performed  successfully 
in  Georgia,  the  particulars  of  which  are  promised,  shortly,  on  the  authority 
of  a  medical  gentleman  of  Augusta.     The  disease  was  osteo-sarcoma. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  tlie  week  ending  August  25th,  38.     Males,  19 — females,  ]9. 

Consumption,  2— dysentery,  2— scarlet  fever,  2 — infantile,  2 — cholera  infantum,  3 — inHamniution 
of  the  bowels,  1 — hooping  cough,  2— disease  of  the  heart,  1 — mortification,  1— typhous' fever,  1 — fits, 
4 — marasmus,  1 — water  on  the  brain,  I — old  age,  2 — insane,  1 — sudden,  1 — teething,  2 — cbulera  mor- 
bus, 1— child-bed,  1— dropsy  in  the  head,  1— apoplexy,  1— stillborn,  3. 


UNIVERSITY    OF    THE     STATE    OF    NEW     YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS    OF    NEW    YORK. 
The  Lectures  in  Hiis  Institution  wall  commence  on  the  first  Alonday  in  November,  and  continue  for 
four  months. 

J.  Augustine  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiolcgy. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  SI.l).,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  (Lectures  at  the  New  York 
Hospital.) 

Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

Edward  Deuafield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

John  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Alaieria  Jledica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  ToBBEy,M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinelandeb,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Alban  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Robert  Watts,  Jb.,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

The  expense  of  attending  a  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  S'OS- 

Attendance  upon  two  complete  courses  of  Lectures  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  student  to  present 
himself  for  graduation,  one  of  which  must  have  been  attended  at  this  College.  He  must  also  have 
studied  medicine  three  years,  and  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Two  opportunities  in  each  year  are  afl[brded  for  graduation  ;  one  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  and 
one  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

The  examination  of  Candidates  for  the  Spring  graduation  commences  on  the  first  of  Maich,  and 
for  the  Fall  graduation  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  in  i'epleniber. 

College  Building. — During  the  last  year,  the  new  and  extensive  College  edifice  in  Crosby  Street  has 
been  completed.  In  its  construction,  no  effort  has  been  s|)ared  to  provide  wiihin  ils  walls  every  iic- 
commodalion  that  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  instruction  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  Medical  Science,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  no  one  respect  will  it  be  found  wanting  in  the 
great  objects  for  which  it  was  designed.  To  the  planning  of  the  Anatomical  part  of  the  building, 
especial  attention  has  been  paid,  w-ith  the  view  of  furnishing  every  convenience  and  accomniudation 
that  may  be  required  for  teaching  Anatomy,  as  well  as  for  private  dissection.  In  addition  to  the 
public  dissecting  room,  a  number  of  smaller  rooms  have  been  fitted  up,  where  Anatomical  inves- 
tigations may  be  pursued  in  a  more  retired  and  private  manner. 

JVew  Yurk  Hospital. — This  Institution  accommodates  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  and  pre- 
sents every  variety  of  disease  and  accident  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable.  Situated  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city,  and  within  a  few  minutes  walk  of  the  College,  it  possesses  the  great  advantage  of 
being  easy  of  access,  without  any  loss  of  time,  and  the  students  have  daily  opportunities  of  witness- 
ing the  practice  of  the  house. 

JsTew  York  Ear  and  Eye  Infirmary. — The  average  number  of  patients  who  resort  annually  to  thi«  In- 
stitution, for  professional  advice,  amounts  to  upwards  of  one  thousand.  It  thus  furnishes  the  amplest 
field  for  observation  and  instruction  in  the  various  diseases  of  the  Eve  and  Ear.  It  is  opened  gratui- 
tously to  the  students  of  the  College.  J.   AUGUSTINE  SMITH,  M.D..  President. 

N.  H.  DERING,  M.D.,iJ£o-ii£7-ar. 

JVew  York,  June  25,  1838.  Aug  29— tNl 

MEDIC.'\L   liNSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose   of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  wilt  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Instruction,  by  lectures   or  esamiiiations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pa;hology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "      Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy,        ----  ------  -  a       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  cjiarge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  siven,  except  on  suflicieiit  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI.^,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JR. 
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MEDICAL  INSTITUTION   OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  course  of  MeilJcal  lii:itruction  in  Yule  Collcsje  be»ins  on  'i'liuisday,  November  1st,  1838,  and  it 
continues  seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  tau^'lil  as  follous,  viz. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  -        -        -        £li  Ives,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -        ....    Rknjami.n  Siu-iman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therni>culics,  by  -       -        William  Tvlly,  .M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  liy     -        -        -    Jonathan  Km<;hi,  JI.D. 

Obstetrics,  by         -------        TiMoxHy  P.  Beers,  .M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiolofr>',  by   -        -        -        -        -    Charles  Houker.  AI.U. 
The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  .$7,. "lO;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Surcery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  .<12,.j0  each,  and  for  Obstetrics  .$6,00— amounting  to 
S7(j,(»0— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $1.5,00. 

Yale  College,  ^a^.  \>'>,  \i-i^.  A'J!J— Gw  ClIAS.   HOOKER,   Secretary. 

FOR  SALE. 

The  house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Eli  Hall,  together  with  30  or  40  acres  of  good  laud.  The  house  is 
well  constructed,  twii  stories  high,  almost  new,  in  good  style,  large  and  commodious  rooms,  supe- 
rior cellar,  wo.nlliouse,  well,  carriage-lionse,  and  horse-baru  attached.  Also  a  variety  of  excellent, 
selected  fmit  trees— t.herries,  pluiiibs,  pears  and  apples.  Possession  given  to  suit  the  purchaser. 
Few  situations  can  be  found  more  desiralile  for  a  physician  or  lawyer.     Terms  very  low. 

For  further  particulars  inquire  of  J.  II.  Flint,  M.l).,  Springfield  ;  C.  A.  Hall,  M.D.,  Northampton  ; 
n.  H.  Hall,  No.  5.3  Kilby  f^treel,  Boston,  or  at  the  premises. 

Blandford,  Mais.,  August,  1838.  Aug  8— 6w 

""college   OF   PHYSICIANS    AND   SURGEONS   OF  THE    WESTERN 

DISTRICT,    N.    Y. 

The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October  and  continue  six- 
teen weeks. 

Ou  Alidwifery,  -------  Westel  Willoughbt,  M.D. 

On  Clieniistry  and  Pharmacy,  -----         James   Hadlev,  M.D. 

On  .VMatomv  and  PhvsioloL'V,  -----        James  McNalt.htos,  M.D. 

On  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  -  .  -  .  John   DELAMATtH,  M.D. 

On  .Materia  .Medica  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  -  -  T.  K.  Beck,  M.l). 

On  Principles  and  Practice  of  t^urgery,  .  -  .         -         James  iMcNavghton-,  M.D. 

In  consefjuence  of  the  removal  of  Dr."  Mussey  to  Cincinnati,  the  course  on  surgery  will  be  delivered 
by  Dr.  Mc.Naughton  from  the  present  sessiou,"and  until  the  vacancy  is  filled  by  the  Regents  of  the 
University. 

Price  of  all  the  tickets,  §.55. 

The  College  possesses  a  valuable  medical  library,  an  anatomical  museum,  and  an  extensive  collec- 
tion of  minerals.  .\  large  nnniber  of  students  can  be  accommodated  w  il)i  roon?s  in  the  college  build- 
ings, and  good  private  rooms  are  to  be  had  in  the  village,  at  a  moderate  expense. 

It  is  believed  that  no  medical  institution  in  the  country  affords  greater  advantages  at  so  moderate 
an  expense.  The  situation  of  the  institution  is  healthy,  and  students  are  not  exposed  to  the  many 
allnremeiits  to  idleness  and  dissipation  which  interfere  with  study  in  larger  towns.  The  whole  ex- 
pense of  a  full  course,  including  board,  needs  nole.xceed  ,$100.     By  order, 

JAMES  HADLEY,  Register. 

N.  B.— Ample  opportunities  for  dissection  are  offered  at  a  modeiate  cost,  under  the  direction  of 
the  professor  of  anatiuny.  Aug.  22— ep4t 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures    will    begin  at    the  College   in   Mason   street,  first   Wednesday   in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.   M.,  and  c-uiliuue  three  mouths.     Eor  a  month   after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  iii  the  Medical  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  -  -  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by        .  _  -  .  Dr.  Channing. 

Materia  Medica  and  (Clinical  .Medicine,  by  -  .  -         -        Dr.  Bigelow. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         -  -  -  Dr.  C.  Havwabd. 

Chemistry, by  -  ------  Dr.  Wehter. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -----  Dr.  \\  are. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  may  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHA.N.MNG, 
Boston,  July  23,   1838.  .Aug  1— 1\  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

""  SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.  The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  (ienernl  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomiral  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instnirtions  anil  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  tilt  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  .Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dk.  Bioklow. 

On  Anatoiiiy  and  Siirgery.  by  .-- Dr.  Reynolds. 

On  ^lidwifery  and  Chemistry ,  by Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Phvsioloay  and  PatludoL'v,  by   - -        -     Dr.  Hoi.mfs. 

DidHPClion.ii  will  be  carried  on  throia'liout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  I^eclurcs  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  .'Surgery  will  be  given  In  the  interv.il  between  the  .Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  couveiiii'nce,<  reiiuired  by  •tu- 
denU.  JACOB  BKIELOW, 

EDWARD  REVNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  IT,  183^.  D.   IIP  MPIIREYS  STORER, 

Aiieoi_rp3m  OLIVER  W.  IIOL.^IES^ 
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SMALLPOX   AND    VACCINATION    IN    CEYLON. 

(Concluded  from  page  25.) 

The  panic  inspired  by  a  pestilence  so  destructive  and  so  widely 
spread,  swept  before  it  the  obstacles  to  vaccination.  "  It  dispelled  the 
apathy  and  subdued  the  prejudices  of  n}any  a  stubborn  Mussulman, 
forcing  him  to  seek  security  and  safety  from  a  measure  to  which  no  other 
sfecies  of  fear  would  have  driven  liim."  Within  six  months  after  the 
first  appearance  of  the  disease,  the  extraordinary  number  of  55,710,  and 
within  the  whole  year,  62,660  persons  were  vaccinated,  of  whom  48,411 
inhabited  the  maritime  districts,  and  14,249  the  Kandian  provinces. 
The  number  vaccinated  in  these  last,  during  the  second  six  months  of 
1819,  was  13,770,  or  considerably  more  than  one  and  a  half  of  the 
whole  that  had  previously  passed  through  cowpox,  from  its  first  introduc- 
tion in  September,  1816.  In  the  month  of  November  alone,  18,670 
persons,  or,  upon  an  average,  622  a  day,  were  vaccinated  in  the  mari- 
time districts,  and  5,456.  or  182  a  day,  in  the  Kandian  provinces.  The 
good  effects  of  these  vigorous  measures  were  strikingly  manifested  in 
the  diminished  number  of  admissions  and  deaths,  exhibited  by  returns 
received  from  all  parts  of  the  country  on  the  20th  of  January — than 
which  no  later  accounts  of  the  disease  have  been  preserved. 

The  number  vaccinated  annually  had  diminished  in  1822  to  14,542; 
but  rose  in  1823  to  17,735  ;  in  1824  (during  which  smallpox  prevailed, 
though  to  what  extent  is  unknown)  to  26,623  ;  and  in  1825  to  27,424; 
fell  off  again  in  1826,  and  still  more  in  1827;  increased  a  little  in  1828; 
and  in  1829  attained  to  38,015,  which  was  greatly  superior  to  the  num- 
ber for  any  intermediate  year  from  1819. 

In  January,  1830,  smallpox  appeared  in  Colombo,  and  afterwards 
spread  to  the  Four  korles,  Kandy,  Doombera,  Matele  and  Fort  Me 
JDonald.  Three  cases  occurred  at  Trincomalie,  the  same  number  at 
Galle,  and  a  few  at  Aripo  and  Manaar,  during  the  pearl  fishery.  But 
although  it  did  not  leave  the  island  in  less  than  fourteen  months,  its 
ravages  were  not  to  be  compared,  either  in  extent  or  severity,  with  those 
it  had  committed  in  less  than  half  that  time  in  1819;  the  number  at- 
tacked in  the  maritime  districts  being  only  813 — ^and  194  of  them  modi- 
fied— and  the  number  who  died  194,  which  is  in  the  proportion  of  10 
to  42;  while  the  number  attacked  in  the  Kandian  provinces  was  198 — 
none  of  them  being  modified — and  the  number  who  died,  110,  which  is 
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in  the  proportion  of  10  to  18.  The  number  of  cases,  therefore,  through- 
out the  island,  was  101  l,and  the  number  of  deaths  257,  which  is  in  the 
proportion  of  10  to  39. 

There  were,  besides,  217  cases,  in  the  maritime  districts,  returned 
under  chickenpox. 

In  1830,  the  number  vaccinated  rose  to  63,234,  which  was  higher 
than  in  any  former  year,  and  must  have  contributed  very  materially  to 
hinit  the  range  and  diminish  the  mortality  of  smallpox  then  prevalent. 
For  the  next  three  years,  vaccination  was  conducted  with  very  con- 
siderable success,  the  number  protected  by  it,  in  the  last  of  them,  being 
24,556. 

The  visit  paid  us  by  smallpox  in  1833  must  be  yet  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  you  all.  It  was  first  detected  in  October  of  that  year ;  pre- 
vailed, more  or  less,  until  December,  1834  ;  was  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  maritime  districts;  and  in  the  fourteen  months,  over  which 
it  was  spread,  attacked  throughout  the  island  only  460  persons — 107 
having  it  in  the  modified  form — and  proved  fatal  in  112,  giving  the  pro- 
portion of  10  to  42. 

In  the  same  period  253  cases  of  chickenpox  occurred,  and  two"Df 
them  fell  victims  to  dysentery. 

This  very  mild  visitation  of  smallpox  had  a  less  remarkable  effect  in 
promoting  vaccination  than  either  of  the  two  which  preceded  it  ;  for 
with  all  the  efforts  of  the  vaccine  department,  35,410  persons  only  were 
vaccinated  in  1834 — a  number  not  greatly  exceeding  one  half  the  num- 
ber vaccinated  in  1819,  or  1830.  In  1835  the  number  was  24,319  ; 
and  in  1836,  24,491. 

None  of  you  can  be  ignorant  that  smallpox  has  prevailed  for  the  last 
ten  months,  to  considerable  extent  and  with  great  severity,  in  different 
parts  of  the  island.  It  was  first  detected  in  Colombo  on  the  14th  of 
July,  in  three  unvaccinated  Moormen,  natives  of  Tutticoreen.  By 
other  unvaccinated  Moormen  it  was  carried  to  Caltura  and  Barberyn. 
Through  an  unvaccinated  Hakooro,  on  a  visit  to  Caltura,  it  found  its 
way  to  the  nearly  inaccessible  village  of  Naebodde,  in  Iddegodde  pattoe, 
Pasdoem  korle  ;  and,  probably  by  means  of  Moor  pedlars,  was  trans- 
ported to  the  remote  and  distant  Mootetoogame,  in  Kadawitte  korle, 
Saffragam.  How  it  obtained  a  footing  in  the  Seven  korles  is  not  known  ; 
but  by  the  10th  of  September,  it  had  reached  Wallewe,  Giratalawe 
pattoe,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  east  of  C'hilaw,  and  afterwards  spread 
to  the  neighboring  villages  of  Pehimbie  and  Pallagame.  Tiie  disease 
appears  to  have  been  carried  more  directly  from  the  Coast  to  Jaffna,  by 
the  way  of  Rammisseram  ;  and  has  visited  a  great  many  other  towns 
and  villages,  as  Badulla,  Ratnapoora,  Kandy,  Galle,  Matura,  ficc,  with- 
out, however,  raging  so  fiercely,  or  proving  so  fatal,  as  in  the  places  first 
mentioned. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  month  the  disease  assumed  a  very  threatening 
aspect  in  Kandy.  A  wellale  from  Colombo  and  Kornegalle  had  indeed 
carried  it  thither  so  early  as  the  3d  of  September,  but,  during  the  four 
succeeding  tnonths,  only  six  other  mild  cases  had  occurred,  five  of  these 
in  natives  of  Colombo,  Amblangodde  and  Galle,  two  of  tiiem  being  re- 
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cently  from  the  maritime  provinces.  On  the  9lh  of  April  an  unvacci- 
nated  Moorman,  residing  in  Kandy,  but  a  native  of  Galle,  was  attacked 
with  the  disease  in  a  confluent  form,  and  died  on  the  22nd  ;  on  the  20th 
of  tlie  same  month  a  child,  whose  mother  was  reported  to  have  died  of 
the  disease,  but  to  have  been  concealed,  was  found  laboring  under  it,  in 
the  Malay  Lines  ;  one  of  the  inhabitants  was  attacked  on  the  3d  of 
May,  six  or  seven  on  the  4th,  fifteen  on  the  5th,  and  from  three  to  six 
daily  from  this  to  tlie  10th,  since  which,  not  more  than  one  or  two 
seems  to  have  occurred  daily,  if  we  except  the  14th,  in  return  for  which 
five  new  cases  appear.  Eighty-four  cases,  altogether,  have  hitherto  ap- 
peared in  Kandy — 76  of  them  during  the  present  montli — twenty-three 
have  already  terminated  fatally,  and  tiilrty  remain  under  treatment. 
The  other  parts  of  the  Central  province,  in  which  the  disease  has  shown 
itself,  for  the  first  time  this  month,  are  Doombera,  Oodoonuwera,  Hewa- 
hette,  Matele,  Nuwera  Ellia,  Kohoke  korle  and  Kornegalle — 42  cases 
and  9  deaths  have  been  reported  from  them  all,  and  23  remaining  under 
treatment  or  observation. 

But  during  the  last  four  months  smallpox  has  prevailed  chiefly,  most 
^severely  and  most  fatally,  in  Slave  island;  and  also  during  the  first  half 
of  that  period,  in  the  Col  petty,  Maliban  or  Land  street,  and  Fishers 
quarters,  Colombo.  Several  fatal  cases  have  occurred  in  Timbirigasgawe, 
Morottoo,  and  other  villages  of  the  Salpitty  korle;  and  we  have  too 
much  reason  to  fear  that  the  disease  has  not  yet  spent  its  force,  but  may 
spread  extensively  through  that  and  the  neighboring  korles. 

The  number  that  have  been  attacked  with  the  smallpox,  in  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  from  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease,  July  14,  1836, 
to  May  29,  1837,  is  1,102;  number  of  deaths,  303;  proportion  of 
deaths  to  cases,  as  10  to  36  ;  remaining  sick  or  convalescent,  126. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  have  occurred  270  cases  of  chickenpox. 

In  six  months  of  1819  smallpox  attacked  three  times,  and  caused  the 
death  of  considerably  above  four  times  the  number  of  persons  that  it  has 
done  during  its  three  subsequent  visitations  together,  comprehending  a 
period  of  thirty-eight  months. 

From  the  review  we  have  now  taken  of  all  the  visitations  of  smallpox 
to  this  island,  of  which  the  particulars  have  reached  us,  it  appears  that, 
during 

in<riri  Sept^  ^802  (  ^^^^^  ^"^^^  '^"'^  ^"^^  deaths,  or  10  deaths  to  every  45  cases  occurred. 

6  months  of  1819         7,874     -      -     2,945 26 

14    "      1830-31        1,011     -     -    -    257 39 

14     "      1833-34  460     -     -     -     112 42 

101-2      1836-37        1,102    -    -    -    303 36 

Total  11,557  4,090  30 

Since  the  year  1830,  the  arms  of  every  person  affected  with  small- 
pox, who  has  come  under  the  observation  of  the  officers  of  the  vaccine 
department,  in  this  island,  have  been  examined,  and  the  appearances 
written  down  when  he  was  first  seen,  and  before  it  could  be  known 
whether  he  was  to  recover  or  die.  Of  312  cases,  which,  in  this  way,  I 
myself  examined  in  1830,  123  acknowledged  that  they  had  never  been 
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vaccinated,  and  113  more  (who  said  they  had  been  vaccinated)  had 
either  no  marks,  or  unsatisfactory  marks  of  vaccination,  making  236  in 
all.  Of  this  number  91  died,  giving  the  proportion  of  10  deaths  to 
every  26  cases.  Of  the  remaining  76,  who  had  satisfactory  marks 
of  vaccination,  only  1  died,  giving  the  pro|)ortion  of  10  deaths  to  every 
760  cases.  During  the  same  epidemic,  there  were  four  persons  who 
had  labored  under  smallpox  in  preceding  years,  attacked  a  second  time 
with  that  disease,  and  two  of  them  died  with  this  second  attack.  Again, 
in  the  epidemic  of  1833—34 — of  425  cases  of  smallpox  reported  by 
different  medical  officers  to  the  superintendent  general  of  vaccination, 
314  had  either  never  undergone,  or,  in  the  opinions  of  those  officers, 
bore  no  satisfactory  marks  of  vaccination  ;  and  107  of  them  died,  giving 
the  proportion  of  ten  deaths  to  every  29  cases.  Of  the  remaining  111, 
that  had  been  successfully  vaccinated,  only  two  died,  giving  the  propor- 
tion of  10  deaths  to  every  555  cases.  Taking  the  two  epidemics  to- 
gether, we  have  737  cases,  of  which  550  had  no  satisfactory  niarks  of 
vaccination,  and  of  these  last  198  died,  giving  the  proportion  of  10  to 
28,  or  more  than  I  to  3  ;  while  of  the  remaining  187,  who  had  satisfac- 
tory marks  of  vaccination,  only  3  died,  giving  the  proportion  of  10  to^ 
623,  or  1  to  62.  At  this  rate,  if  124  person  were  attacked  with  small- 
pox in  two  villages — 62  in  each — and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  one,  but 
none  of  the  other,  had  been  satisfactorily  vaccinated,  in  the  first  village 
1  only,  and  in  the  second,  22  would  die  ;  are  you,  then,  by  neglecting 
vaccination,  to  abandon  to  certain  death  22  out  of  every  62  among  you, 
who  may  be  unfortunately  seized  with  smallpox,  merely  because  that 
ad(nirable  gift  of  Providence  would  enable  you  to  save  the  lives  of  21 
only,  and  not  of  the  whole  22  ? 

Of  1102  cases  of  smallpox — the  whole  number  known  to  have  oc- 
curred in  Ceylon,  from  the  14th  of  July  last  to  the  29th  of  May — no 
fewer  than  250  have  occurred  in  Slave  island,  and  247,  or  all  but  3  of 
them,  during  the  last  four  months  and  a  half,  or  since  the  3d  of  January. 
Sixty-five  of  these  thoughtless  and  improvident  beings  have  already  died, 
and  23  continue  on  the  sick  returns.  Eighty-six  out  of  the  247  occurred 
among  the  men,  women  and  children  of  the  CeyJon  Rifle  Regiment. 
Of  the  remaining  161  cases,  128  had  no  satisfactory  marks  of  vaccina- 
tion, and  43  of  them  are  already  dead  ;  34  had  satisfactory  marks,  and 
1  one  of  them,  also,  is  dead.  I  am  bound,  at  the  same  time,  to  add 
(though  1  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to  explain  this  very  singular  anomaly) 
that,  of  16  fatal  cases  in  the  Ceylon  regiment,  7  are  reported  to  have 
had  satisfactory  marks  of  vaccination. 

Of  68  cases  of  smallpox,  admitted  into  the  Marendahn  hospital  fronj 
14th  July  to  5th  January,  1  only — but  of  233  cases,  admitted  from  6th 
Jgnuary  to  29th  May,  128 — came  from  Slave  island.  Of  28  cases, 
that  terminated  fatally  in  the  same  establishment,  frctm  14th  July  to  5th 
January,  1  only  (the  above  admitted) — but  of  66  cases  that  terminated 
fatally  from  6th  January  to  29ih  May,  41 — were  from  Slave  island  ;  and 
of  31  cases,  remaining  under  treatment  on  the  last  mentioned  day,  15 
came  from  it. 

In  the  Colpelty,  again,  25  cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred — 23  of 
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them  within  the  last  three  months,  or  since  the  6th  of  January;  8  have 
died,  and  4  remain  under  treatment.  None  of  the  fatal  cases  had  satis- 
factory marks  of  vaccination. 

The   whole  number  vaccinated  in  Ceylon,  since  August,  1802,  is 
871,122. 


INFLA3IMATI0N   AS   INFLUENCED    BY   THE    TIME    OF    ITS 
DEVELOPMENT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Aledical  and  Surgical  Joiirnnl.J 

In  a  former  communication  to  this  Journal  I  endeavored  to  show  a  con- 
nection between  the  phenomena  of  external  inflammation,  and  the  hy- 
pothesis of  a  fluid  existing  within  the  system,  more  subtle  than  the 
blood,  as  the  prime  agent  in  impelling  the  blood  in  its  determinations. 
The  argument  in  favor  of  this  hypothesis  is  threefold,  as  drawn 

1st.  From  the  mathematical  lines  which  certain  inflammations,  as 
-smallpox,  ring  worm,  &tc.,  present. 

2d.  From  the  periodical  changes,  both  of  form  and  constitutional  af- 
fection, which  they  present. 

3d.  From  a  comparison  of  the  different  inflammations  of  the  skin 
with  each  other,  as  they  are  produced  more  or  less  suddenly. 

The  two  first  have  been  touched  upon,  imperfectly,  in  the  communi- 
cation alluded  to.  The  object  of  this  is  to  show  that  there  is  a  neces- 
sary connection  between  the  time  which  a  cause  acts  to  produce  inflam- 
mation, and  the  course  which  that  inflammation  takes  ;  and  that  this 
relation  between  time  and  the  inflammation  is  what  might  be  expected 
from  the  reciprocal  action  of  the  blood  and  a  subtle  fluid  in  which  it 
moves,  according  to  the  law  of  resistance  in  fluids. 

The  means  of  estimating  the  time  of  action  of  the  remote  cause  will 
depend  on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  applied.  If  it  is  inserted  beneath 
the  cuticle,  as  in  inoculation,  or  deposited  upon  it  by  friction,  we  may 
infer  it  to  be  acting  from  the  moment  of  its  application.  If  it  has  no 
such  tangible  marks,  we  can,  without  fear  of  affecting  the  general  result, 
regard  the  commencement  of  the  eruptive  fever  as  the  index  of  its  ac- 
tivity. In  scarlatina,  the  period  of  the  eruptive  fever  equals,  or,  what 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  is  in  proportion  to,  the  time  of  its  acting. 
In  endermic  medication,  the  interval  between  the  impression  of  the  irri- 
tant and  the  development  of  the  inflammation,  is  in  proportion  to  the 
same.  The  state  of  the  constitution  will  affect  the  action  of  the  cause, 
as  it  is  disposed  to  re-act  on  its  impression  or  not,  so  as  to  yield  to  it  a 
current  of  stronger  or  weaker  intensity.  From  these  preliminaries  it  is 
easy  to  perceive  that  my  hypothesis,  to  be  tenable,  must  afford  a  solu- 
tion of  the  phenomena  of  eruptive  diseases,  by  the  introduction  of  two 
circumstances  only,  which,  indeed,  are  elements  not  to  be  lost  sight  of 
in  calculating  the  effects  of  currents  excited  in  any  elastic  fluid  whatever. 
These  circumstances  are,  first,  the  initial  velocity  of  the  current  ex- 
cited ;  and,  second,  the  time  during  which  that  velocity  is  accelerated; 
the  former  of  which  will  agree  with  the  primary  effect  of  the  morbific 
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agent,  the  latter  with  the  time  it  may  be  conceived  to  act.  By  tliem 
the  whole  force  of  the  current*  can  be  alone  determined,  in  like  manner 
as  the  momentum  of  a  body  falling  by  gravity,  and  with  them  the  phe- 
nomena to  be  explained  must  correspond,  their  variations  according  with 
variations  in  one  or  both  of  these  circumstances. 

There  are  two  eruptive  diseases  attended  with  high  febrile  action,  in 
which  there  is  a  primary  and  unconiplicated  affection  of  the  skin. 
These  are  scarlatina  simplex  and  smalli)ox.  The  one  presents  us  with 
the  true  type  of  erythematic,  the  other  with  that  of  phlegmonous,  in- 
flammation of  the  skin.  The  eruption  of  measles  can  hardly  enter  into 
the  account,  because  it  is  complicated  with  a  brorwhial  affection  to  which 
it  is  secondary.  Nor  can  that  of  typhus,  which  is  also  complicated  with 
an  abdominal  affection.  In  scarlatina  the  eruptive  fever  lasts  from  24  to 
48  hours,  and  the  consequence  is  a  diffuse  erythematic  inflammation  of 
the  skin,  which  runs  its  course  rapidly.  In  smallpox  the  eruptive  fever 
lasts  twice  or  three  times  as  long  ;  and  when  the  skin 'yields  to  the  force 
applied  to  it,  we  have  that  peculiar  plegmonoid  inflammation,  charac- 
teristic of  this  disease,  which  is  slower  in  going  through  its  subsequent " 
stages. 

From  these  facts,  taking  the  periods  of  the  eruptive  fever  as  indices 
of  the  action  of  the  remote  causes,  we  ai^tniitled  to  the  inference  that 
causes,  presumed  different,  acting  with  (mference  of  time,  produce  dif- 
ferent effects.  Thus  much  may  be  said  of  those  causes  which  act  on  the 
constitution  in  a  manner  inappreciable  to  the  senses.  Now  if  we  take 
into  view  the  action  of  external  irritants  applied  to  the  skin,  we  shall 
find  that  those  which  operate  with  rapidity  produce  an  inflammation 
which  runs  its  course  rapidly,  and  is  more  or  less  erythematous.  Those 
which  operate  slowly,  give  rise  to  an  inflammation  resembling,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  smallpox.  Mustard,  ammonia,  and  other  rubefa- 
cients, are  followed  by  an  erythema  immediately  on  their  application, 
and  these  inflammations  disappear  soon  after  the  irritant  is  withdrawn. 
Cantharides  produce  vesication  after  a  slower  action,  which  requires  a 
longer  time  to  heal.  When,  on  the  contrary,  tartar  emetic  or  mercurial 
ointment  is  rubbed  over  the  skin,  they  show  no  signs  of  action  for  some 
days  ;  and  when  the  eruption  makes  its  appearance,  it  is  pustular  in 
both  instances.  The  eruption  following  the  application  of  tartar  emetic 
ointment  is  so  close  in  its  resemblance  to  smallpox  in  its  first  stages,  as 
to  be  frequently  pointed  out  as  the  best  test  to  compare  it  with,  in  order 
to  determine  whether  an  eruption  is  smallpox  or  another  disease,  when  it 
falls  under  the  observation  of  a  physician  who  has  never  seen  a  case  of 
smallpox. 

These  facts,  taken  together,  go  to  establish  a  proposition  which  may 
briefly  be  expressed  thus. 

Divcrsitij  of  cause,  acting  with  uniformity  of  time,  produces  uni- 
formity of  effect. 

*  When  I  opetik  of  n  rnrrrnt,  I  incnn  to  lie  im(lcr->tooiI  not  a  unifortn  flow,  but  a  siicccp'ssion  of  itn- 
pulncR  or  iinrtiilationn  dirprlrd  tnw;irrl8  a  rrrtnin  point.  Tliepfi  impiiloeA  tuny  increnfo  or  diminish  in 
force,  like  rining  or  falline  tin;  ikiUm  in  lnll^'lc.  Hiirh,  tlifrc  in  rcasim  to  believp,  is  the  true  nature  of 
the  electrical  current,  towards  mie  pole  of  which  is  a  series  of  impulses  of  whirl)  each  siiccessivs 
one  U  alrooger  lliuo  Die  one  iiunicdiitlely  preceding,  and  towards  tlie  other  the  reverse. 
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Another  jDioposition,  the  converse  of  this,  is  established  by  a  compari- 
son of  the  relations  of  the  different  kinds  of  pock  among  themselves, 
which,  for  the  sake  of  bringing  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  1  shall 
express  as  follows. 

Uniformiiy  of  cause,  acting  with  diversity  of  time,  produces  diver- 
sity of  effect. 

To  prove  this,  I  need  only  point  out  the  difference  between  the  first 
and  second  vaccination  in  regard  to  the  inflammation  proceeding  frotn 
each.  Here  we  have  the  same  substance,  applied  to  the  same  tissue, 
under  precisely  the  same  circumstances  in  all  respects  but  one,  and  that 
one  is  the  fact  that  it  has  been  applied  before.  To  this  variation  in  cir- 
cumstance we  are  disposed  to  refer  all  variations  in  the  consequences. 
And  what  are  the  variations  in  the  consequences  ?  The  first  un- 
doubtedly is,  the  relative  shortness  of  time  during  which  the  cause  acts 
to  produce  its  effect ;  for  the  virus,  the  first  time  it  is  inserted,  seems  to 
lie  dormant  in  the  system  for  two  or  three  days.  I  say  seems,  for  it  is 
an  absurdity  to  suppose  that  its  action  does  not  comtnence  immediately 
on  its  coming  in  contact  with  the  living  fibre.  On  the  contrary,  the 
second  time  of  vaccination  the  system  reacts  immediately,  and  the  in- 
flammation runs  its  course  in  three  or  four  days.  Now  this  difference 
of  effect  we  cannot  refer  to  the  first  variation  in  circumstance,  that  is,  to 
the  fact  that  the  virus  has  been  applied  before ;  for  that  fact,  affecting 
the  constitutional  predisposition  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  cause,  must 
have  the  same  effect  as  though  the  constitutional  predisposition  remaining 
the  same,  a  new  cause  or  morbific  agent  were  applied.  At  the  same 
time,  did  it  depend  on  that  fact  alone,  there  would  be  no  need  for  a  dif- 
ference in  the  time  of  action  to  produce  the  difference  noticed  in  the 
effects.  Such  a  proposition  would  then  be  established  as  this.  Diver- 
sity of  cause,  acting  with  uniformity  of  time,  produces  diversity  of  effect, 
which  is  inconsistent  with  the  first  proposition,  that  diversity  of  cause, 
acting  with  uniformity  of  ti(ne,  produces  uniformity  of  effect.  Thus 
two  propositions,  deduced  each  from  a  separate  train  of  facts,  are  incon- 
sistent with  each  other ;  and  it  becomes  a  question  how  to  reconcile 
them.  There  is  one  way  to  do  this,  and  but  one  ;  which  is  to  connect 
the  modifying  agency  in  all  cases  with  the  time  of  the  causers  action. 
Both  propositions  would  then  merge  into  the  single  general  one,  that  all 
causes  acting  with  uniformity  of  time  produce  uniforn)  effects,  and  causes 
acting  with  diversity  of  time  produce  diverse  effects — or  that  the  effects 
of  causes  vary  as  the  time  of  their  action.  But  the  time  of  action  being 
directly  dependent  on  the  cause,  must  vary  as  the  cause.  There  can, 
then,  be  no  such  proposition  as  that  diversity  of  cause,  acting  with  uni- 
formity of  time,  i)roduces  uniform  effects  ;  because  uniformity  of  time 
presupposes  uniformity  of  cause.  Here,  then,  there  is  a  flat  contradic- 
tion of  the  first  proposition,  which  involves  us  again  in  difficulty.  This 
difficulty,  however,  will  be  removed  if  we  consider  that  the  agents  we 
have  introduced  as  causes,  are  not  the  real  causes,  but  those  that  are 
apparent  to  our  senses  only.  They  are  the  mustard  poultices,  the  can- 
tharides,  the  ammonia  and  the  vaccine  virus.  Between  them  and  the 
visible  effects,  an  intermediate  cause  may  be  supposed  to  exist,"^whichjs 
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a  unity  varying  in  de2,ree,  but  always  in  the  ratio  both  of  the  time  of  its 
action  and  of  its  ultimate  effect.  Such  a  cause  we  are  forced  to  admit, 
or  throw  away  the  first  proposition,  and,  it  miglit  be  proved,  the  second 
also.  In  proportion,  therefore,  to  the  weight  of  evidence  in  favor  of 
these  propositions,  shall  we  be  inclined  local!  up  this  intermediate  cause. 
If  that  evidence  is  satisfactory,  the  next  point  of  inquiry  will  be,  whether 
we  must  consider  the  cause  a  vital  or  physical  one.  This  inquiry  will 
be  resumed  in  a  future  number.  B.   H. 


CASE   OF   LACERATION    OF   THE    IRIS,   WITH    STRABISMUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  the  publication  of  the  article  on  laceration  of  the 
iris,  in  a  late  number  of  this  Journal,  there  has  occurred  in  my  practice 
another  instance  of  the  same  accident,  a  brief  notice  of  which  may  be 
acceptable  to  some  of  your  readers.  The  greater  part  of  the  cases  men- 
tioned in  the  article  referred  to,  were  attended  with  the  destruction  or 
loss  of  some  portion  of  the  iris.  In  the  present  case,  there  is  laceration 
or  separation,  without  loss  of  substance,  of  the  external  margin  of  that 
membrane  from  the  ciliary  ligament,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  a  false 
or  accidental  pupil,  while  the  natural  pupil  remains  entire. 

Case. — Thomas  Cody,  seaman,  aet.  19.  When  about  seven  years 
of  age  he  received  a  violent  blow,  from  a  stone,  on  the  right  eye.  This 
was  followed  by  a  severe  inflammation  of  the  eyeball  and  swelling  of 
the  lids.  These  gradually  subsided,  but  the  eye  remained  weak  for  a 
long  time  afterwards.  Upon  examination  he  became  aware,  soene 
months  after  the  accident,  that  the  power  of  vision  was  much  impaired 
from  the  effect  of  the  concussion  upon  the  delicate  texture  of  the  retina. 
Now  he  is  unable,  with  the  injured  eye,  todistinguish  print  of  any  size, 
and  sees  the  outlines  of  large  objects  indistinctly  ;  and  the  central  part 
of  any  dark  and  opaque  body  is  entirely  obscured,  while  the  rest  con- 
tinues more  or  less  visible.  But  when  looking  at  luminous  objects,  as 
the  flame  of  a  candle,  he  has  ilouble  vision  ;  one  of  the  images  appear- 
ing upright,  and  the  other  extending  laterally^  like  a  flame  projected  by 
a  blow-pipe.  Has  never  had  the  appearance  of  luminous  spectra,  but 
when  exposed  to  brilliant  light,  or  the  reflection  of  the  sun's  rays  from 
the  water,  he  observes  muscat  volitantes,  or  dark  motes  floating  in  the 
field  of  vision. 

Some  five  or  six  years  ago,  he  first  remarked  the  occurrence  of  stra- 
bismus convergens  in  this  eye.  This  defect,  which  is  a  frequent  conse- 
quence of  habitual  neglect  of  one  eye  and  exclusive  use  of  the  other, 
seems  in  the  present  case  to  remain  stationary — neither  increasing  nor 
dirninishins;. 

The  false  pu[)il  is  of  an  oval  form,  and  is  situated  at  the  margin  of 
the  cornea,  next  the  iiitcrnril  angle  of  the  eye.  It  possesses,  to  a  limited 
extent,  the  power  of  dilating  and  contractiiv.;,  which  Dr.  .1.  VVyman  (to 
whom  1  am  indebted  for  a   very  correct  drawing  of  the  eye)  noticed,  is 
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manifested  inversely  to  the  motions  of  dilatation  and  contraction  of  the 
natural  pupil.  Thus,  when  the  latter  is  strongly  contracted  by  exposure 
to  a  bright  light,  the  former  is  most  fully  dilated,  and  the  reverse  takes 
place  when  the  natural  pupil  is  dilated.  The  dilatation  of  tlie  false  pu- 
pil is  obviously  the  result  of  the  contraction  of  the  orbicular  or  circular 
fibres  of  the  iris,  which  diminishing  the  area  of  the  natural  pupil,  at  the 
saine  time  draws  towards  the  centre  the  outer  margin  of  this  membrane, 
where  it  is  separated  from  its  attachment  to  the  ciliary  liganient.  The 
natural  pupil,  when  the  opposite  eye  is  closed,  and  the  influence  of  the 
mutual  sympathy  existing  between  the  two  organs  and  the  functions  of 
their  subordinate  parts  is  thus  suspended,  becomes  preternaturally  di- 
lated, by  reason  of  the  powers  of  the  retina  being  impaired.  It  is  like- 
wise somewhat  irregular  in  shape  ;  the  inner  edge,  or  that  which  corres- 
ponds to  the  site  of  the  false  pupil,  approaching  to  a  square  form,  on 
account  of  its  not  being  dilated  equally — the  straight  fibres  wanting  a 
fixed  point  of  attachment  at  this  part,  but  acting  fully  in  all  other 
directions. 

Near  the  inferior  angle  of  the  false  pupil,  and  extending  over  the  mar- 
gin of  the  cornea,  is  a  triangular-shaped  opacity,  which  is  supplied,  fiom 
the  tunica  conjunctiva,  with  several  enlarged  bloodvessels.  This  opacity 
no  doubt  indicates  the  spot  upon  which  the  blow  was  received,  and,  in 
common  with  the  lesion  of  the  iris,  is  the  result  of  that  injury.  The 
remainder  of  the  cornea  and  the  humors  of  the  eye,  are  clear  and  trans- 
parent.    The  left  eye  is  sound. 

Of  late,  the  patient  has  experienced,  in  the  diseased  eye,  some  pain, 
for  the  relief  of  which,  local  depletion,  by  cupping,  has  been  advised. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

August  30,  1838.  Edward  J.  Davenport. 


CASE   OF  NEURALGIA. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  case  of  neuralgia  had  been  of  four  months'  standing. 
The  patient  was  a  very  intelligent  female,  of  the  nervous  temperament 
and  of  a  delicate  constitution,  aged  about  twenty-tw^o.  She  had  been 
married  about  two  years,  and  had  one  child,  which  was  healthy.  The 
pain  was  seated  in  the  jaws  and  side  of  the  face,  paroxysmal,  and  re- 
curring every  day,  but  at  no  regular  time  during  the  day  ;  someticnes 
coming  on  in  the  forenoon,  sometimes  in  the  afternoon,  but  rarely  in  the 
night.  It  had  followed  the  extraction  of  one  of  the  molar  teeth,  and 
during  the  attacks  of  the  disease  the  pain  seemed  to  spread  from  that  as 
a  starting  point,  over  the  side  of  the  Hice  and  to  the  nose.  The  pains 
were  of  the  most  acute  kind,  lasting  for  several  minutes,  entirely  over- 
coming the  patient,  so  that  she  would  completely  lose  control  of  herself 
during  the  paroxysms.  The  disease  was  evidently  injuring  her  general 
health  ;  she  became  emaciated,  and  her  features,  which  were  regular 
and  extremely  handsome,  were  becoming  altered  from  the  effects  of  it 
on  the  whole  nervous  system.     The   disease  was  apparently  growing 
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worse  when  she  was  put  under  medical  treatment.  She  was  now  or- 
dered a  sirn[)le  emetic  of  ipecacuanha,  to  be  continued  every  day  for 
ten  days,  to  be  taken  every  morning  after  a  breakfast  of  bread  and  but- 
ter only,  without  tea  or  coffee.  The  remainder  of  the  day  the  meals 
were  to  be  of  the  usual  mixed  diet,  with  the  exception  of  tea  and  coffee, 
water  or  milk  and  water  being  the  only  drink  allowed.  A  teaspoonful 
of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  tincture  of  opium  and  alcohol  was  taken 
in  a  third  of  a  tumbler  of  water,  thickly  sweetened  with  sugar,  as  soon 
as  vomiting  had  ceased  in  the  morning,  and  the  same  aaain  about  two 
hours  after  tea  time.  On  the  third  and  seventh  days  of  the  ten  days 
during  which  emetics  were  given,  a  large  blister ^was  placed  over  the 
spine,  between  the  shoulders. 

This  treatment  was  strictly  pursued  during  ten  days,  and  then  laid  al- 
together aside.  There  was  not  any  return  of  the  pain  after  the  treat- 
ment was  commenced,  or  after  the  first  em^etic  ;  and  although  some 
weeks  have  since  passed,  there  is  no  evidence  of  a  return  of  the  disease. 
The  bowels  were  somewhat  costive  during  the  treatment,  although  tl)ey 
had  not  been  before  ;  but  no  cathartic  medicines  were  prescribed,  this 
circumstance  being  intentionally  and  entirely  unattended  to.  The 
emetics  vomited,  generally,  three  and  four  times  each. 

August,  1838. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     SEPTEMBER     5,     18  3  8. 


MEDICAL    STAFF   OF    THE   UNITED  STATES   ARMY. 

Having  been  repeatedly  solicited  for  information  in  relation  to  the  mode 
of  joining  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  we  addressed  the  Surgeon 
General,  at  Washington,  with  a  view  to  being  correctly  informed.  The 
answers  which  he  kindly  returned  to  the  several  questions  propounded, 
are  ultimately  designed  for  a  distinct  publication,  now  in  some  slate  of 
forwardness  ;  but  believing  that  the  immediate  publicity  of  the  essentials 
embraced  in  that  distinguished  officer's  letter,  would  be  of  service  to 
medical  students,  and  those  who  have  recently  been  admitted  to  degrees 
of  medicine  throughout  the  country,  many  of  whom  have  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  being  commissioned,  we  have  concluded  to  anticipate 
its  publication  in  that  work — there  seeming  to  be  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  generally  known  to  professional  aspirants.  The  questions  and  an- 
swers are  given  below. 

"  Ist.  Flow  are  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  appointed  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  .'' 

"  it  is  replied,  that  direct  appointments  are  not  made  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Army.  Candidates  for  the  department  appear  before 
the  Army  Medical  IJoard,  whore  they  submit  to  an  examination  as  to 
their  moral  characters,  their  physical  qualifications  and  their  professional 
attainments.  On  a  favorable  report  from  the  Board  the  candidates  are 
called  into  service,  in  the  order  of  merit  assigned  by  the  Board,  as  va- 
cancies occur.     They  enter  as  Assistant  Surgeons,  and  are,  after  five 
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years  service  in  that  grade,  promoted,  should  there  be  vacancies,  to  the 
rank  of  Surgeons. 

"  It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the  Army  Medical  Board  was  recog- 
nized by  act  of  Congress  in  1834  ;  that  the  only  avenue  to  the  Medical 
Department  is  a  favorable  report  on  the  merit  of  candidates  examined 
by  that  Board  ;  and  that  the  happiest  results  to  the  service  have,  by  uni- 
versal admissions,  flowed  Irom  the  action  of  the  Board. 

"  2nd.  To  whom  do  candidates  apply  for  commissions,  and  how  and 
when  are  they  granted  ? 

"  Applicants  lor  admission  into  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
address  '  the  Secretary  of  War,'  for  authority  to  appear  before  an  Army 
Medical  Board.  In  reply  to  that  application  they  receive  a  printed  cir- 
cular, asking  of  them  information  touching  place  of  nativity,  age,  resi- 
dence, general  and  professional  courses  of  education,  &c.  The  number 
authorized  to  be  examined  depends  somewhat  on  the  number  of  vacan- 
cies ;  and  as  it  is  desirable  to  have  supernumerary  passed  candidates  to 
supply  contingencies,  it  meets  the  views  of  the  service  that  there  should 
always  be  a  full  list  of  applicants  for  examination,  accessible  to  the  De- 
partment, for  every  session  of  the  Board,  which  sessions  occur  once  or 
oftener  in  the  year. 

"  The  second  branch  of  this  inquiry  is  replied  to  in  the  answer  to  the 
first  question. 

"  3d.  What  qualifications  are  required,  and  what  compensation  is 
made  .? 

"  It  is  required  of  candidates  that  they  be  well  grounded  in  general 
and  special  anatomy,  in  surgical  anatomy  and  surgery,  in  the  principles 
of  practical  medicine,  and  in  obstetrics.  On  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  these  branches  depends  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  Board.  No 
one  succeeds  without  this  knowledge  ;  no  one  fails  with  it.  As  the 
greater  includes  the  less,  so  the  invariable  experience  of  the  Board  is, 
that  when  candidates  are  well  informed  on  these  essentials,  they  have 
never  been  found  deficient  on  the  important  branches  of  medical  educa- 
tion, such  as  therapeutics,  medical  chemistry,  and  jurisprudence  and 
toxicology.  Appropriate  importance  is  given  to  experience  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  it  adds  to  the  estimation  in  which  the 
candidate  is  held  that,  cseteris  paribus,  he  shall  have  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tage of  general  and  full  collegiate  education. 

"  An  existing  regulation  restricts  the  age  of  admission  to  that  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-eight  years. 

"  As  to  the  compensation.  It  is  graduated  to  the  length  of  service. 
The  law  of  1838  assimilated  the  pay  of  Officers  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment to  that  of  first  Lieutenant,  Captain  and  Major  of  Cavalry.  Sur- 
geons and  Assistant  Surgeons  of  ten  years  standing  in  their  respective 
grades  are  allowed  double  rations  ;  and  for  every  five  years  service  one 
additional  ration  per  day  is  allowed.  W^ithout  entering  into  a  detail  of 
emoluments,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  pay  of  the  medical  officer  confess- 
edly is  not  greater  than  it  should  be,  yet  is  highly  respectable  ;  and  the 
situation  of  the  Army  Surgeon  has  of  late,  by  legal  enactment,  and  by 
the  operation  of  the  Medical  Board,  become  so  elevated  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  army  and  of  the  community  as  to  attract  from  the  profession 
at  large,  for  the  department,  an  ample  share  of  respectable  and  valuable 
talent. 

"4th.  Apothecaries  of  the  Army — are  there  such  officers  .'  if  so,  by 
whom  and  when  appointed,  and  their  compensation  and  qualifications  ? 
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"  There  is  no  such  class  of  officers  in  the  service  as  Apothecaries. 
The  pharn^aceutic  duties  are  discharged  by  '  Hospital  Stewards  '  under 
the  supervision  of  the  medical  officers.  Medical  officers,  only,  have 
power  to  engaije  hospital  stewards  ;  and  application  should  be  made,  for 
that  purpose,  directly  to  them  or  to  the  Surgeon  General.  It  is  desirable 
to  have  stewards  especially  enrolled  for  the  purpose  as  provided  for  by 
the  regulations.  They  have  usually  been  selected  from  indigent  students 
of  medicine  and  druggists'  clerks,  of  undoubted  moral  character,  by 
whom  the  compensation  has  been  deemed  satisfactory.  The  situation  is 
comfortable  and  respectable,  while  it  is  the  object  and  interest  of  medical 
officers  to  improve  in  every  way  the  condition  of  the  steward. 

"  5th,  Who  regulates  the  services  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Army  ^ 

"  The  duties  of  these  officers  are  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Surgeon  General," 


Origin  and  Progress  of  Ihe  Massachuselts  Medical  Societij. — Such  is 
the  title  of  a  discourse  delivered  by  Dr.  Alden  at  the  last  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  Society,  the  .30th  of  May.  To  the  junior  members  of 
the  Association,  many  historical  facts  brought  together  in  this  paper  are, 
doubtless,  new.  Reminiscences,  even  if  they  are  not  more  than  fifty- 
seven  years  old  (the  age  of  the  JNIedical  Society),  are  profitable  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  and  always  gratifying  to  one  who  is  tinctured  with  the  spirit 
of  antiquarian  research.  But  still  we  think  our  friend  Dr.  Alden  was 
unlucky  in  the  choice  of  his  topic.  He  is  a  physician,  a  distinguished 
one,  and  a  di.ssertation  from  him  on  the  therapeutic  management  of  some 
disease  would  have  given  him  ample  ground  for  displaying  that  critical 
knowledge  which  we  know  he  possesses.  There  would  have  been  cha- 
racter in  anything  he  chose  to  write  upon,  in  which  he  could  have  ex- 
hibited the  skill,  the  penetration,  and  the  careful,  yet  decisive  mode  of 
combating  disease,  which  marks  the  progress  of  the  school  of  New 
England  practitioners  to  which  this  gentleman  belongs.  It  was  a  waste, 
therefore,  and  a  loss  to  the  Society,  to  a  certain  extent,  that  he  was  em- 
ployed upon  its  origin  and  progress,  when  something  practical  was  so 
generally  expected. 

However,  we  cheerfully  confess  ourselves  in  possession  of  an  excel- 
lently well-digested  history  of  the  operations  of  our  Society,  as  old  and  as 
respectable  as  any  in  the  country  ;  and  we  are,  indeed,  proud  to  number 
in  its  ranks  the  names  of  men  who  were  the  benefactors  of  their  race, 
whose  memories  will  outlive  the  fraternity  which  was  honored  by  their 
support.  Though  all  this  might  have  been  obtained  before,  yet  it  was 
scattered  through  a  labyrintii  of  publications,  which  it  was  no  pleasant 
labor  to  investigate.  Dr.  Aldcn,  in  reality,  has  become  the  historio- 
grapher of  the  Society,  thus  far,  and  he  must  hereafter  be  consulted  as 
good  and  sufficient  authority. 

Without  a  single  unkind  feeling — on  the  contrary,  having  the  most  per- 
fect respect  for  the  author — these  remarks  are  intended  to  express  some- 
thing more  than  an  individual  opinion,  viz.,  that  the  members,  generally, 
are  always  better  satisfied  with  a  strictly  medical  anniversary  discourse, 
than  with  anythinir  discursive  or  only  generally  relating  to  the  great  ob- 
jects contemplated  i)y  the  Society. 

Having  spoken  thus  freely,  we  confess  that  it  has  reference,  in  some 
measure,  to  the  future.     On  whomsoever  the  election  falls  for  a  disser- 
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tation,  in  succeeding  seasons,  let  him  treasure  it  in  his  mind  that  these 
annual  discourses  are  sent  abroad — and  wherever  they  go,  they  are  con- 
sidered specimen-pieces  of  our  science  and  our  progress  in  medicine,  be- 
cause the  authors  are  picked  men.  A  sense  of  pride,  but,  above  all,  a 
hearty  disposition  to  do  as  well  as  we  are  truly  capable  of  doing  in  this 
respect,  should  have  a  controlling  influence  with  the  writer. 

As  opportunity  presents,  parts  of  Dr.  Alden's  pamphlet — such,  par- 
ticularly, as  would  seem  to  be  most  interesting  to  our  readers  out  of  this 
Commonwealth — may  have  insertion. 


Pennsylvania  College. — Lectures  are  now  delivered  in  this  institution 
on  anatomy.  This  seems  like  the  beginning  of  a  regular  system  of  medi- 
cal instruction,  which  is  probably  contemplated  within  a  faw  years. 
The  college  is  located  at  Gettysburg,  within  sight  of  the  South  Moun- 
tain, a  branch. of  the  Blue  Ridge,  114  miles  from  Philadelphia,  180  from 
Pittsburg,  and  35  from  Harrisburg,  the  capital  of  the  State.  Being  prin- 
cipally a  German  college,  or  rather  an  institution  in  which  German  youth 
are  educated,  the  organization  of  a  strictly  medical  department  would, 
doubtless,  be  hailed  with  satisfaction. 


JVeuralgia. — Readers  are  respectfully  referred  to  a  communication,  on 
another  page,  upon  the  successful  treatment  of  a  very  severe  case  of 
neuralgia,  inserted  on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Wheelock,  of  Belfast,  Me., 
which  deserves  the  particular  attention  of  practitioners.  It  shows  that 
perseverance  in  a  course  of  medicine  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  Al- 
though the  relation  is  drawn  up  with  perfect  simplicity,  and  by  no  means 
elaborate,  it  is  deeply  interesting.  Emetics  are  not  prized  as  they  should 
be  in  our  practice. 


Tomato. — A  correspondent  expresses  a  wish  to  have  us  give  an  opinion 
upon  the  medicinal  virtues  of  this  plant,  and  says,  "  there  seems  to  be  a 
prevalent  opinion  that  the  tomato  is  the  matchless  sanative. '''  He  adds, 
that  "  a  friend  afflicted  by  the  piles,  assured  me,  after  three  years'  ex- 
perience, that  when  using  the  tomato,  the  disorder  was  always  in- 
creased." We  have  no  superior  knowledge  on  the  subject,  and  are 
obliged  to  assure  him  that  we  never  saw  a  tomato  pill  ;  nor  have  we  ever 
reflected  a  moment  on  the  nature  or  qualities  of  the  matchless  sanative, 
which  is  presumed  to  be  as  much  of  a  catch-penny  for  gulling  the  stupidly 
ignorant,  as  Brandreth's  pills,  or  Mrs.  Gardner's  liverwort  syrup.  As 
a  nation  we  deserve  the  ridicule  cast  upon  us  for  being  continually  taking 
quack  medicines,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

If  any  of  our  professional  readers  are  personally  familiar  with  the 
medicinal  virtues  of  the  tomato,  we  should  be  pleased  to  receive  from 
them  something  on  the  subject. 


Dr.  John  C.  Warren. — It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  announce  the 
return  of  Dr.  Warren,  from  his  visit  to  Europe.  While  abroad,  Dr.  W. 
received  marked  and  flattering  attention,  not  only  from  men  eminent  in 
the  profession,  but  also  from  persons  distinguished  in  scientific  and 
literary  pursuits,  and  we  need  hardly  say,  that  his  return  to  this  country 
will  be  warmly  welcomed  by  all  who  respect — and  who  does  not — high 
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moral  excellence,  united   with  professional   attainments  not  excelled,  if 
equalled,  by  any. 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — During  the  absence  of  Dr.  Warren, 
the  Surgical  Departtnent  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  has 
been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  George  Hayward.  In  this  time  there  have 
been  admitted  into  the  hospital  many  cases  of  severe  accidents,  and  the 
surgical  operations  have  been  neither  few  in  number  nor  unimportant  in 
their  character.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases  terminated  suc- 
cessfully ;  and  while  we  take  this  occasion  to  present  our  acknowledg- 
ments to  Dr.  Hayward  for  his  interesting  paper  on  the  operation  of  tre- 
phining after  injuries  of  the  head,  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  it  is  his  inten- 
tion to  favor  the  profession  with  an  account  of  other  important  operations. 


Bilious  Fever. — Accounts  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  state  that  what  is 
commonly  called  the  stranger's  fever,  known  to  physicians,  generally,  by 
the  popular  term  bilious  fever,  is  alarmingly  prevalent.  Vessels  from 
that  port  are  subjected  to  a  quarantine  detention  at  New  York,  which  will 
continue  while  the  disease  exists. 


State  Medical  Societies. — Our  gatherings,  of  late,  are  still  incomplete 
without  more  knowledge  of  the  several  State  Medical  Societies,  south 
and  south-west.  Catalogues  of  the  Medical  Societies  of  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Illinois,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Maine,  are  very  much 
wanted.  The  name  of  the  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  the 
day  of  the  annual  meeting,  constitute  the  essentials,  and  would  answer 
all  the  purposes  of  the  usual  printed  document. 


Transylvania  Univcrsitij. — Notwithstanding  the  colonization  of  a  part 
of  the  medical  department,  to  Louisville,  the  prospectus  for  1838  shows 
that  the  faculty  are  in  good  s()irits,  and  the  school  as  capable  of  being 
efficient  as  it  ever  was.  Dr.  Dudley,  in  the  chair  of  Surgery,  is  a  very 
distinguished  operator.  As  a  lithotomist,  he  is  without  a  rival  in  the 
States.  The  list  of  graduates  since  1822,  is  a  formidable  pamphlet — for 
a  copy  of  which,  the  gentleman  who  sent  it  will  please  accept  our  thanks. 


Hooping  Cough. — At  a  period  when  hooping  cough  prevails  very 
generally,  the  following  remarks,  by  INI.  Lombard,  of  Geneva,  may  be 
read  with  interest  : 

M.  Lombard  conceives  that  he  has  discovered  a  never-failing  sign  of 
the  decline  of  the  disease,  which  is  marked  by  a  much  great(!r  frequency 
of  accesses  during  the  day  than  during  the  night,  while,  on  the  contrary, 
before  the  malady  has  reached  its  height,  the  fits  of  coughing  are  more 
frequent  during  the  night. 

The  experience  of  M.  Lombard,  also,  confirms  a  proposition  which 
has  been  already  established  by  previous  researches,  vi/.,  that  the  dan- 
ger of  the  disease  is  in  the  inverse  ratio  of  the  age  of  the  patient.  Of 
forty  children  who   died  during   an  epidemic  attack  of  hooping  cough, 
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under  M.  Lombard's  care,  two  thirds  were  under  two  years  of  age  ;  the 
others  ranged  between  the  ages  of  two  and  four  years.  After  six  years 
he  did  not  lose  a  single  child. 

Finally,  M.  Lombard  speaks  highly  in  recommendation  of  the  sub- 
carbonate  of  iron  as  a  means  of  diminishing  the  violence  and  number  of 
the  fits  of  coughing.  From  24  to  36  grains  a  day  were  administered  to 
the  little  patient,  with  the  best  effects. — French  Lancet. 

Errata. — In  No.  3,  first  page,  for  coneune,  read  couenne. — In  same  No.  p. 
44,  for  genus  rivole,  read  Geum  rivale. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  September  1,  40.     Males,  2.t— females,  35. 

Consumption,  6— cholera  infantum,  5 — infantile,  3— dropsy  in  the  head,  3— pout,  1 — inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  1 — old  ape,  1— tils,  1— hooping  cough,  2 — dysentery,  2— croup,  1 — teething,  3 — scarlet 
fever,  1 — diarrhcea,  4— delirium  tremens,  1— apoplexy,  1— stillborn,  4. 


HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures  will  begin  at  the  College  in  Mason  street,  tirst  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.;  and  continue  three  months.  For  a  month  after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  tiie  Medical  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  he  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  !?urgery,  by  .  _  .  -  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by        _  -  -  -  Dr.  Chanxing. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  .  -  -         -        Dr.  Bioelow. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         .  -  .  Dr.  G.  Havward. 

Chemistry, by  -  .-...-  Dr.  Webster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -  -  -  -  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  may  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHAN.NLNG, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aug  1— tN  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  course  of  .Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  November  1st,  1838,  and  it 
continues  seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  -        -        -        Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -        .        -        -        -     Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  -        -        William  Tilly,  .M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by    -        -        .    Jonathan  Knighi,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  -------        Timothy  P.  Beers,  .M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by    -----     Charles  Hooker,  M.D. 
The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  S",50;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,   Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  S12,.ifl  each,  and  for  Obstetrics  .?6.00 — amounting  to 
$76  00 — the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.     The  graduation  fee  is  $15,00. 

Yale  College,  Jlug.  16,  1838.  A29— 6w  CHAS.  HOOKER,  Secretary. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  Instruction.  Students  will  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  departments  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  ihe  smallpox 
and  varioloid  diseases.  They  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  the  cases  which  they  witness, 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  College,  they  will  receive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportunities  will 
be  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  .M.D. 

H.l.  nOWDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D. 
July  25— eoptN— emtJy  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupila  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinicai  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  cf  the  publiclectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Chaining. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "      Dr.  Otis. 

On  Anatomy,        ----  ------  -  "       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  $100 — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  •  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  JE. 
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COLLEGE   OF   PHYSICL\N3   AND  SURGEONS   OF  THE   WESTERN 
DISTRICT,    N.    Y. 
The  annual  course  of  Lectures  wil!  coiiiiiieiice  on  the   first  Tuesday   of  October  and  continue  six- 
teen weeks. 

On  Midwifery, Westel  Willoughby,  M.D. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  .....         James   IIadlev,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  .....        James  iMcNaughton,  M.D. 

On  Theory  and  Practice  of  Pliysic,  ....  John   Delamatlr,  Al.D. 

On  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  -  -  T.  R.  Beck,  M.D. 

Ou  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  ....  James   Mc.Naughtok,  M.D. 

In  consequence  of  the  removal  of  Dr.  Mussey  to  Cincinnati,  the  course  on  surgery  will  he  delivered 
by  Dr.  McNaughton  from  the  |)resent  session,  and  until  the  vacancy  is  filled  by  the  Regents  of  the 
University. 

Price  of  all  the  tickets,  .§56. 

The  College  possesses  a  valuable  medical  library,  an  anatomical  museum,  and  an  extensive  collec- 
tion  of  Miiuerals.  A  large  number  of  students  can  be  atcomniodaled  «  ith  rooms  in  tlie  college  build- 
ings, and  good  private  romns  are  to  be  had  in  the  village,  at  a  moderate  expense. 

it  is  believed  that  no  medical  institution  in  the  country  affords  greater  advantages  at  so  moderate 
an  expense.  The  situation  of  the  institution  is  healthy,  and  students  are  not  exposed  to  the  many 
allurements  to  idleness  and  dissipation  which  interfere'with  study  in  larger  towns.  The  whole  ex- 
pense of  a  full  course,  including  board,  needs  not  exceed  .$100.     By  order, 

JAMES  I]  ADLEY,  Register. 

N.  D. — Ample  opportunities  for  dissection  are  offered  at  a  modeiate  cost,  under  the  direction  of 
the  professor  of  anatomy.  Aug.  22— ep4t 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  .Medical  School,  to  ao  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and   otiier  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  auainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  .Materia  .Medica,  by        ...        Dk.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by         ........    Dr.  Retsolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by        .--....        Dr.  Sioreh. 

On  Physiology  and  Patholosy,  by  -------        -     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  .Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  .Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  citv,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. ■  JA<"OB   BIGKLOVV, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.                                                                       D.   HUMPHREYS  STOKER, 
Aug22— ep3m OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

BOYLSTON    MEDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Prize  Committee,  appointinl  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  physicians,  viz. ; — 

Ji)!iN  C.   VVarrev,   .M.D.  George   Hatward,  M.D. 

Rurus  Wtman,   .M.D.  John   Randall,  M.D. 

George  C.  Shattuck,  .M.D.  Enoch   Hale,  M.D. 

Jacob  Bigelow,  ,M.D.  John   Ware,  M.D. 

Walter  Channing,  .M.D 

At  the  Annual  .Meeting  of  the  (."omuiittee,  on  Wednesday,  August  1.  1838,  a  premium  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Edward  Warren,  M.D.,of  Boston,  fora  Disser- 
tation on  the  question,  "  Wliat  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous 
Intlainmation .'" 

The  following  Prize  Questions  for  the  year  1839,  are  before  the  public,  viz.: — 

1st.  "  The  patholowy  and  treatment  of  rheumatism." 

2d.  "  What  is  scrofula.'  and  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment?" 

Dissertatiims  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesd-ny  of  April,  183!). 

The  fcdiowiiig  questions  are  now  oflered  for  the  year  1810,  viz.— 

1st.  "  The  patiiulogy  and  Ireatment  of  typhus,  and  typhoid  fever." 

2d.  "The  pathology  and  treatment  of  medullary  sarcoma." 

Disserlatlons  on  these  subjects  must  be  Iransmilled,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1840. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  musi  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentene,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  de- 
vice or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  disserlalioii  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertaiimis  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  frtnn  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adofiled  in  the  year  IH'JIJ,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  th^  following 
vote<,  viz. — 

1st.  I'll  It  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
diHsertallou"  to  whirb  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  piiblicalioii  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  till"  abiivp  vole  in  rdoniTiion  llirrewjih.  E.\0('ll    IL\LE,  Serrelary. 

Pnlili'therH  i>r  .Newspapers  and  Medical  Journals  throughout  the  United  Stales  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  i!ive  the  almve  an  insertion. 

Boilon^.^mrii't  4,  1h:w.  Aug8 — it 

THE  BUSI'il.N  .Mi:i)H'\l,  .\.Ml  .-riti;iC AI,  Ji)(  K.N.M,  is  piililKlicil  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAPP,  J II.  at  131  Washington  Street,  tornei*of  Franklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, poft-fau/. 
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LECTURE    ON    THE   TREAT3IENT    OF    DYSENTERY. 

BY    W.    W.    GERHARD,    M.D.,    PHVSICIAN    TO    THE     PHILADELPHIA    HOSPITAL. 

In  my  last  lecture  I  spoke  to  you  of  dysentery.  1  might  have  sketched 
different  modes  of  treatment,  as  influencing  the  mortality  in  this  disease, 
but  I  preferred  waiting  till  you  should  have  seen  a  number  of  cases. 
There  are  various  general  modes  of  treating  it.  All  dysenteries  vary  in 
violence,  and  there  is  no  simple  set  of  symptoms,  but  the  greatest  va- 
riety ;  these  correspond  to  the  severity  of  the  disorder,  the  rectum  alone 
being  afTected,  in  many  cases,  while,  in  others,  the  whole  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  alimentary  canal  is  involved.  This  last  is  the  ordinary  form 
of  the  disease  when  it  prevails  as  an  epidemic,  which  is  local,  usually 
confined  to  particular  districts.  There  was  lately  an  epidemic  at  Ger- 
mantovvn,  which  was  very  severe,  though  the  city  of  Philadelphia  has 
been  healthy.  Princeton,  and  its  vicinity,  were  subject  to  epidemic  at- 
tacks of  dysentery  of  a  very  aggravated  character,  which  yielded  but 
liitle  to  medicine.  The  epidemic  of  last  summer,  which  some  of  you 
witnessed,  was  the  most  severe  that  has  occurred  in  Philadelphia  for 
many  years. 

In  France,  very  simple  modes  of  treatment  only  are  required  ;  Brous- 
sais's  plan  of  using  opiates — paralysing  the  bowels,  putting  them  into 
splints,  as  it  were,  scarcely  ever  fails.  In  Paris,  I  never  saw  a  fatal  case 
of  dysentery  ;  and  a  gentleman  there,  who  had  charge  of  a  large  hos- 
pital, told  me  that,  in  many  years,  he  had  lost  but  three  or  four  cases  of 
it.  In  cases  where  there  are  but  few  nervous  symptoms,  and  no  ataxic 
condition  of  the  system  (meaning  by  ataxic,  severe  prostration  of 
strength),  we  can  readily  cure  by  mere  opiates,  say  twenty  drops  of 
laudanum,  frequently  repeated.  They  soothe  the  irritation  ;  the  nar- 
cotic checks  the  action  of  the  bowels,  and  nature  effects  a  cure.  In 
severe  cases  we  must  address  our  remedies  to  the  skin,  and  make  use  of 
local  depletion.  Bleeding  from  the  arm  is  rarely  necessary  ;  cataplasms 
should  be  applied  over  the  bowels,  and  we  may  use  leeches  to  the  anus 
and  abdomen.  Depletion  from  the  anus  is  very  serviceable,  as  it  acts 
almost  immediately  upon  the  inflamed  surface.  _^.^ 

There  was  a  case  shown  to  some  of  you,  tbistnorning,  of  a  child, 
which  had  been  attacked  with  measles,  followed  by  dysentery  ;  the  dis- 
ease was  confined  principally  to  the  rectum  and  lower  portion  of  the 
colon  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  colon  was  pale,  and  some  false  membrane 
spread  over  the  rectum,  and  there  was,  also,  some  softening  of  the  mu- 
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cous  membrane.  Slight  cases  involve  the  rectum  alone,  the  transverse 
or  descending  colon  being  never  affected,  and  they  are  at  once  cured  by 
leeches  to  tlie  anus.  In  inflammatory  cases,  this  sometimes  acts  like 
magic. 

In  some  years  dysentery  is  more  rapid  in  its  course,  and  will  not  yield 
easily  to  remedies.  I  will  now  speak  of  the  dysentery  of  warm  climates. 
Warm  weatlier,  or,  rather,  warm  days,  followed  by  cold  nights,  such  as 
are  common  in  tropical  climates,  produce  the  disease.  The  late  change 
in  the  temperature  has  already  produced  several  cases  of  dysentery  ;  the 
thermometer  having  fallen  twenty  degrees  in  the  last  two  days.  Chronic 
dysentery,  for  1  have  not  seen  the  acute  form  in  tropical  climates,  usually 
occurs  from  exposure  to  the  night  air,  after  very  warm  days.  Sailors 
who  have  their  watch  on  deck  during  the  night,  are  very  subject  to  it. 

Various  kinds  of  treatment  are  serviceable  in  different  stages  of 
dysentery  ;  as  to  which  is  the  best,  I  am  undecided.  It  is  impossible  to 
lay  down  any  one  plan  for  managing  the  disease,  as  we  must  modify 
our  practice  according  to  the  particular  character  of  the  affection  at  the 
time.  Last  year  it  was  very  malignant,  there  was  great  disposition  to 
gangrene,  and  foetid  sloughs  were  n)ingled  with  the  stools.  Post-mortem 
examinations  showed  ulcerations  and  gangrene  of  the  intestines.  Dur- 
ing life  there  was  great  prostration  and  much  subsultus.  Depletion 
would  not  here  have  answered  ;  in  strong  men  it  might  have  been  bene- 
ficial, but  I  am  by  no  means  sure  of  it.  In  typhoid  cases,  as  they  are 
called  (using  the  word  typhoid  in  a  very  vague  sense),  we  must  attend 
particularly  to  the  skin,  and  give  mild  stimuli  ;  a  prescription  of  Dr. 
Twining's  I  have  found  beneficial,  consisting  of: — Pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  vi.  ; 
ext.  gentian.,  gr.  iv.  ;   pilul.  hydrarg.,  gr.  v.     Three  limes  a  day. 

Tiiis  was  used  towards  the  close  of  the  disease,  and  did  much  good  ; 
but  little  opium  was  given  with  it,  and  the  discharges  from  the  bowels 
became  more  feculent  and  less  frequent.  Our  treatment  did  more  good 
towards  the  close  of  the  disease,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  that  all  epi- 
demics become  milder  after  a  time.  It  is  the  case  with  fever  and  ague, 
yellow  fever,  cholera,  &;c.  I  could  not  decide  as  to  the  efficacy  of  this 
treatment  in  very  severe  cases.  VVe  used,  besides  this  prescription, 
a  combination  of  ipecacuanha,  calomel,  and  opium,  such  as  is  em- 
ployed in  bronchitis,  accomjianied  with  great  prostration.  The  calomel 
was  increased  from  one  sixth  to  one  fourth  and  one  half  of  a  grain 
every  two  hours,  when  salivation  was  desired,  and  a  grain  of  ipe- 
cacuanha, and  from  one  to  two  grains  of  opium,  according  to  the 
severity  of  the  sypmtoms,  were  combined  with  it;  in  mild  cases  this 
treatment  proved  very  serviceable.  In  the  first  prescription  the  ipe- 
cacuanha did  the  n)ost  good  by  its  effect  upon  the  skin  ;  occasionally, 
but  not  frequently,  vomiting  was  produced.  Where  the  last  prescription 
was  used,  it  was  evidently  the  mercury  that  acted,  and  the  speedy  relief 
of  the  symptoms,  when  the  gtmis  were  touched,  was  very  decided.  In 
cases  accompanied  with  much  sloughing,  the  mercury  did  not  appear  to 
be  of  great  service. 

There  has  been  introduced  in  these  cases,  within  a  few  years,  a  com- 
bination of  sugar  of  lead  and  opium.     The  claim   to  the  origination  of 
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this  remedy  is  a  disputed  point ;  a  very  respectable  physician,  in  exten- 
sive practice  in  this  city  (Dr.  Harlan),  first  advocated  it  here.  Dupuy- 
tren  suggested  its  use  in  cholera,  six  months  before  the  disease  appeared 
in  Paris,  and  treated  a  number  of  patients  with  it  in  a  ward  of  one  of 
the  hospitals,  and,  after  losing  rather  more  than  any  one  else,  he  gave  it  up. 

Two  years  ago  this  remedy,  in  my  hands,  answered  better  than  last 
year  in  checking  the  haemorrhage  from  the  intestines,  for  the  disease  was 
not,  at  that  time,  attended  with  so  much  prostration  as  last  year.  The 
most  severe  case  under  my  notice  occurred  in  one  of  the  house-physi- 
cians ;  this  gentleman  took  two  grains  of  acetate  of  lead  with  a  grain  of 
opium  every  hour  for  several  days,  being,  as  you  see,  a  very  large 
quantity  of  each  article,  but  it  did  little  good  ;  the  opium  was  then  in- 
creased to  two  grains  every  hour,  for  four  hours,  when  he  became  drowsy 
and  the  discharges  were  less  frequent,  were  not  attended  with  so  much 
pain,  and  diminished  in  quantity  ;  he  finally  slept  for  some  time.  Very 
large  doses  of  the  sugar  of  lead  may  be  given  in  severe  cases  without 
producing  any  griping  pain  in  the  bowels,  although  it  is  otherwise  in 
milder  ones ;  and  this  does  not  appear  to  be  owing  to  any  carbonate  of 
lead  that  may  be  mingled  with  the  salt,  for  in  all  our  good  apothecary 
shops  it  is  kept  in  the  form  of  crystals,  and  powdered  when  wanted  for 
use.     Ipecacuanha  or  mercury  is  occasionally  added  to  it. 

Great  benefit  is  derived  from  injections,  in  mild  cases  ;  but,  when 
there  is  much  irritation  of  the  lower  part  of  the  bowels,  they  cannot  be 
borne  ;  even  laudanum,  added  to  a  very  minute  portion  of  mucilage  and 
thrown  up,  will  excite  immediate  spasm  and  be  rejected  ;  the  mechanical 
irritation  of  the  pipe  of  the  syringe  will  also  forbid  its  use,  so  that  in 
such  cases  the  opium  must  be  taken  by  the  mouth,  though  it  is  not  so 
beneficial  as  when  it  can  be  given  by  injection.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  disease,  injections  of  laudanum  will  be  very  serviceable.  We  may 
also  apply  narcotics  to  the  skin,  either  to  the  anus  or  over  the  abdomen  ; 
in  children,  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  in  a  poultice,  applied  to  the  anus, 
will  act  very  readily.  With  adults  not  so  much  effect  is  produced,  for 
the  skin  of  children  absorbs  with  much  greater  facility,  than  with  grown 
persons.  In  adults  a  teaspoonful  may  be  used,  with  but  little  effect,  but 
in  an  infant  it  is  unsafe  to  begin  with  more  than  three  drops  poured  on 
the  poultice.  We  can  increase  the  quantity,  gradually,  watching  the 
effects  of  it. 

There  are  also  hygienic  remedies  deserving  attention,  food  and  medi- 
cine to  support  the  strength.  Brandy  punch  and  toddy,  port  wine,  or 
even  claret,  are  indispensable  when  the  disease  is  accon)panied  with 
much  prostration.  Brandy  toddy,  warm,  may  be  given  frequently,  and 
in  scnall  doses,  and  is  probably  tlie  best  remedy  in  severe  cases.  Milk 
punch  is  applicable  to  mild  forms  of  the  disease,  but,  when  there  is 
much  inflammation  of  the  intestines,  the  digestion  of  the  milk  will  prove 
injurious,  as  it  coagulates  in  the  stomach,  and  by  passing  into  the  bowels 
will  increase  the  evil  already  existing.  In  chronic  cases  port  wine  is 
serviceable,  but  it  is  too  stimulating  in  the  active  stages  of  the  disorder. 
In  using  these  remedies  you  must  be  guided,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the 
feeling  of  the  patient ;  and  if  he  complain,  after  their  use,  of  a  burning 
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heat  and  pain  in  the  stomach,  they  must  be  discontinued,  and  mucilages 
resorted  lo  ;  cold  water  alone,  or  with  some  mucilage  in  it,  is  very  good. 
With  regard  to  the  choice  of  u  mucilage,  you  niay  be  guided  by  the  taste 
of  the  patient.  The  bene  plant,  slippery  elm,  rice  or  gum  arabic  are 
all  used,  although  differing  somewhat  in  their  effects,  some  being  astrin- 
gent, and  others  slightly  laxative  ;  the  taste  of  the  patient  is  always  the 
best  criterion  ;  towards  the  decline  of  the  disease,  broth  must  be  given 
and  biscuit  soaked  in  wine  and  brandy  ;  the  diet  must  be  principally  fari- 
naceous, as  articles  of  this  sort  are  more  easily  absorbed  in  tlie  active 
stages  of  the  disease.  In  chronic  cases  this  insipid  food  frequently 
disgusts,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  cjiange  it. 

Last  summer  a  number  of  experiments  were  performed,  of  which  I 
hope  to  give  an  account  in  the  course  of  this  summer,  with  a  view  of 
testing  tlie  nature  of  the  secretions,  and  they  were  all  found  to  be  alka- 
line ;  the  saliva,  the  urine,  the  perspiration  and  the  evacuations  from 
the  bowels.  1  then  gave,  with  a  view  to  correct  this  state  of  things,  sul- 
phuric acid,  of  course  very  much  diluted,  and  1  have  also  used  it  this 
year;  the  saliva,  urine  and  perspiration  became  acid,  but  the  discharges 
from  the  bowels  continued  of  the  same  character  and  as  frequent  as  be- 
fore ;  there  was  less  pain,  but  this  was  probably  owing  to  the  opium. 
1  then  abandoned  the  acid  and  used  opium  alone. 

During  the  last  sumtner  the  mineral  acids  were  very  useful  in  New 
England,  where  there  is  a  domestic  prescription  highly  spoken  of,  in 
epidemic  dysentery,  consisting  of  vinegar  and  salt,  which,  no  doubt,  owes 
its  efficacy  to  the  acid  ;  whether  acids  would  effect  a  cure  I  have  not 
determined,  but  I  know  that  they  alter  the  secretions  very  materially. 
Here,  for  some  time,  a  mixture  of  Hope's  has  been  found  very  benefi- 
cial, consisting  of  camphor  and  nitric  acid,  not  enough  to  irritate,  com- 
bined wiih  laudanum,  in  sufficient  amount  to  check  the  frequency  of  the 
discharges.  In  the  quantity  of  opium  to  be  administered,  we  must  be 
guided  by  the  effect  it  produces.  When  the  tongue  becomes  dry,  at- 
tended with  stupor  and  prostration,  it  must  be  reduced,  not  when  the 
prostration  is  the  effect  of  the  disease;  but  when  the  face  becomes  livid 
and  turgid,  opium  is  prejudicial,  except  in  small  doses.  As  palliatives, 
several  means  are  to  be  used  ;  opium  is  always  serviceable  to  tranquil- 
lize the  system  and  allay  pain,  when  alone  or  in  combination.  A  mix- 
ture of  camphor  and  opium  is  frequently  used  by  persons  afflicted  with 
this  disease,  without  consulting  a  |)hysician  ;  at  night  more  especially  is 
this  required,  in  order  to  procure  sleep  ;  during  the  day,  it  is  frequently 
better  not  to  use  it. 

Of  the  purgative  mode  of  treatment,  I  am  not  disposed  to  think  fa- 
vorably, in  severe  cases  ;  in  slight  cases  it  is  unquestionably  very  benefi- 
cial, but  my  own  experience  is  against  it  as  a  general  mode  of  treatment. 
Castor  oil  with  laudanum  is  one  of  the  best  towards  the  close  of  the 
affection  ;  it  removes  the  scybala  from  the  colon,  and,  as  is  generally  the 
case,  slight  inflammation,  especially  of  the  mucous  membrane,  is  best 
removed  by  a  slight  stimulus.  Mercurials  I  prefer  in  the  treatment  of 
dysentery,  to  what  is  called  the  saline  treatment,  always  varying  the 
remedies,  according  lo  the  particular  variety  of  the  disease  at  the  lime. 
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T  know  that  the  saline  treatment  has  had  some  strong  advocates,  but  I 
am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  it,  not  because  I  have  not  tried  it,  for  I  have 
tried  everything,  but  the  results  have  not  been  such  as  to  induce  me  to  give 
it  any  preference.  Finding  dysentery  to  be  so  complicated  a  disease, 
and  so  protean  in  its  aspect,  and  that  it  may  be  treated  in  so  many  dif- 
ferent ways,  you  might  be  led  to  suppose  that  one  mode  of  treatment 
was  as  good  as  another,  and  that  the  patient  would  do  as  well,  if  let 
alone.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case  ;  any  plan  of  treatment,  unless 
manifestly  absurd,  is  better  than  none,  and  a  very  good  guide  to  us  will 
be  the  instincts  of  the  patient ;  if  he  desires  hot  drinks,  we  may  gratify 
him,  or  should  he  give  a  preference  to  iced  water,  it  will  not  be  found 
injurious.  Opium  may  be  given,  either  to  excite  narcotism,  in  a  slight 
degree,  or  merely  as  a  palliative. 

The  chronic  form  of  dysentery  is  very  common  among  persons  who 
have  had  this  disease,  with  great  severity,  in  the  tropics  ;  it  is  accom- 
panied with  ulcerations  in  the  colon,  and  the  intermediate  mucous  mem- 
brane is  of  a  dark  slate  color.  Chronic  diarrhoea  we  may  often  suspect 
to  proceed  from  the  presence  of  tubercles.  In  France  all  chronic  diar- 
rhoea is  regarded  as  arising  from  tubercles;  but,  in  this  country,  though 
very  frequently,  it  is  not  invariably  the  case.  The  mucous  membrane  is 
pale  and  softened,  and  the  character  of  the  fluids  is  changed.  This  al- 
teration in  the  mucous  membrane  is  a  secondary  and  not  a  primary 
lesion.  In  such  cases  as  these,  mercury  may  be  pushed  to  gentle  saliva- 
tion, and  much  benefit  will  be  derived  from  sulphur  baths.  A  sea 
voyage  is  also  very  serviceable.  Patients  here,  laboring  under  this 
disorder,  are  frequently  sent  to  the  Virginia  springs,  but  the  sulphur 
bath,  made  artificially,  I  am  disposed  to  think  more  beneficial  from  our 
making  it  stronger.  Cold  or  salt  baths,  according  to  the  feelings  of  the 
patient,  may  also  be  used  with  advantage.  In  chronic  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease, we  should  abstain,  in  a  great  degree,  from  internal  remedies  ;  the 
insipid  articles  of  diet  should  be  used,  unless  the  disease  remains  sta- 
tionary, in  which  case  we  may  change  it  completely,  substituting  mutton 
chops,  chicken,  and  wine,  such  as  claret.  A  friend  of  mine,  in  Paris, 
who  had  labored  under  the  disease  for  a  long  time,  and  persevered  in  a 
farinaceous  diet,  and  the  use  of  opium,  was  cured  by  abandoning  it  and 
eating  beef  steaks  and  drinking  the  old  French  wines.  Port  is  a  good 
wine,  but  here  we  can  seldom  procure  it  pure  ;  the  French  wines  are 
slightly  acid  and  astringent,  and  answer  a  very  good  purpose.  I  have 
not  spoken  to  you  of  diarrhoea,  as  a  separate  disorder,  as  it  will  come  in 
in  an  after-part  of  the  course,  and  is  a  subject  involving  extensive  con- 
nections. It  may  occur  either  as  a  primary  or  as  a  secondary  disease, 
in  which  case  it  is  often  attended  with  organic  changes. — Med.  Examiner. 


DR.  SIGMOND  ON  ftlERCURY. 

[Continued  from  page  413,  Vol.  18.] 

Mercury  unites  with  oxygen  in  two  proportions,  and  the  preparations 
which  are  the  result  have  admission  into  the  Pharmacopoeia,  under  the 


90  Mercury. 

names  of  hydrargyri  oxidum  and  hydrargyri  binoxidum.  The  first  of 
these  is  obtained  from  an  ounce  of  the  chloride  of  mercury  and  a  gallon^ 
of  lime  water :  mix,  and  frequently  shake  them  ;  set  by,  and  when  the 
oxide  has  subsided,  pour  off  tlie  liquor ;  lastly,  wash  it  in  distilled  water 
until  nothing  alkaline  can  be  perceived,  and  dry  it  in  the  air  wrapped  in 
bibulous  paper.  Here  the  chlorine  of  the  chloride  enters  into  combina- 
tion with  the  calcium  of  the  lime,  and  chloride  of  calcium  is  obtained, 
which  remains  in  solution,  and  is  abstracted  in  the  pouring  off  of  the 
liquor.  The  oxygen  of  the  lime  entering  into  union  with  the  mercury 
forms  the  precipitated  oxide  of  mercury.  Digested  for  a  short  time  with 
diluted  hydrochloric  acid  and  strained,  neither  solution  of  potash  nor 
oxalate  of  ammonia  throws  down  any  precipitate.  It  is  totally  insoluble 
in  acetic  acid  ;  by  heat  it  is  entirely  dissipated.  It  ought  to  be  nearly 
black  ;  it  is  nearly  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in  the  acids,  forming  a 
peculiar  class  of  salts. 

Mercury  in  this  slightly  oxidized  state  was  known  '  to  Aristotle,  who 
states  that  on  mixing  this  metal  for  a  long  time  with  the  saliva  a  useful 
remedy  is  obtained  in  the  cure  of  some  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin  ;  but 
in  modern  times,  it  was  Boerhaave  who  drew  attention  to  it.  He  ob- 
served, that  whether  we  rub  the  mercury  with  the  hand,  agitate  it  in  the 
air,  or  shake  it  in  a  bottle,  triturate  it  with  any  thick  viscid  liquid, 
it  is  converted  into  a  black  oxide,  which  is  again  restored  to  the  state  of 
fluid  quicksilver  by  the  action  of  fire,  and  even  of  light.  This  powder, 
from  its  color,  he  called  "  ^ihiops  per  se." 

The  complete  oxidation  of  mercury  is  the  result  of  a  process  described 
by  the  older  alchemists ;  it  was  well  known  to  Boyle,  and  he  invented 
a  particular  apparatus  which  was  long  known  under  the  name  of 
"  Boyle's  Hell,"  in  which  it  was  said  he  tormented  the  metal.  This 
oxide  of  mercury  contains  nearly  a  tenth  part  of  its  weight  of  oxygen ; 
and  it  was  from  this  that  Dr.  Priestley  first  obtained  oxygen  in  its  pure 
state  in  the  year  1744,  and  upon  the  investigation  of  its  properties  was 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  doctrine  of  the  gases  now  so  universally  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  great  source  of  the  discoveries  of  modern  chemis- 
try. It  is  the  hydrargyri  oxydum  rubrum  of  the  last  Pharmacopceia  ; 
and  the  formula,  as  at  present  laid  down,  is — take  of  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury four  ounces,  solution  of  potash  twenty-eight  fluid  ounces,  distilled 
water  six  pints,  dissolve  the  bichloride  in  the  water,  strain  and  add  the 
solution  of  potash  ;  wash  the  powder  thrown  down  in  distilled  water, 
until  nothing  alkaline  can  be  perceived,  and  dry  it  with  a  gentle  heat. 
On  the  mixture  of  the  bichloride  with  the  solution  of  potash,  decompo- 
sition occurs  ;  the  two  parts  of  chlorine  which  exist  in  the  bichloride 
take  two  of  potassium  ;  hence  two  parts  of  chloride  of  potassium  re- 
main in  solution,  whilst  the  two  parts  of  oxygen  combine  with  one  part 
of  mercury,  and  this  is  precipitated,  forming  an  orange-red  powder.  If 
this  be  heated  in  open  vessels  it  sublimes,  and  the  result  is  a  transparent 
vitriform  substance  of  a  singularly  beautiful  ruby-red  color ;  if  heat  be 
applied,  it  yields  oxygen,  and  the  mercury  either  runs  into  globules,  or 
is  entirely  dissipated  ;  it  is  completely  soluble  in  hydrochloric  acid  ;  it  is 
very  acid  to  the  taste;  has  no  odor.     Boerhaave  tried  many  ex  peri- 


Mercury.  9t 

tnents  with  the  red  oxide  of  mercury  ;  and  the  greater  part  of  our 
knowledge,  as  to  its  chemical  characteristics,  is  owing  to  his  labors. 
Neither  of  these  saUs  have  acquired  ir)uch  reputation  in  the  cure  of  dis- 
ease ;  the  oxide  is  given  in  the  form  of  pill,  in  the  dose  of  a  grain  ;  the 
binoxide  is  very  active,  it  excites  vomiting  and  purging  ;  but  it  ought 
rather  to  be  considered  as  a  poison  than  a  medicine,  for  its  effects  as  the 
latter  are  very  uncertain,  whilst  its  deleterious  powers  are  most  decided. 
Neither  of  these  salts  has  ever  been  the  subject  of  any  very  peculiar 
inquiry  by  medical  men,  with  the  exception  of  the  learned  Boerhaave. 

There  is  another  preparation  in  the  Pharmacopoeia  very  rarely  em- 
ployed internally,  in  which  the  mercury  is  in  the  state  of  binoxide,  con- 
taining also  a  little  nitrate;  it  is  called  "  hydrargyri  niiroco-oxydum," 
and  was  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  red  nitrate  and  red  corrosive 
mercury  ;  it  is  thus  formed — take  of  mercury  three  pounds,  nitric  acid  a 
pound  and  a  half,  distilled  water  two  pints  ;  mix  them  together  in  a  proper 
vessel,  and  apply  a  gentle  heat  until  the  inercury  is  dissolved  ;  boil  down 
the  liquor,  and  rub  what  remains  to  powder ;  put  this  into  another  very 
shallow  vessel,  then  apply  a  slow  fire,  and  gradually  increase  it  until 
red  vapor  arise.  This  preparation  is  of  a  bright  red  color;  it  resembles, 
in  most  points,  the  binoxide.  On  the  application  of  heat  no  vapor  is 
evolved;  neither  lime  water  nor  hydrosulphuric  acid  throws  down  any- 
thing from  the  water  in  which  it  has  been  boiled.  The  ammonio-chlo- 
ride  of  mercury  was  formerly  called  the  white  precipitate,  and  occa- 
sionally used  as  a  remedy  externally  in  cutaneous  disease.  It  is  formed 
of  six  ounces  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  distilled  water  six  pints,  solu- 
tion of  ammonia  eight  fluid  ounces  ;  dissolve  the  bichloride  of  mercury 
with  the  application  of  heat  in  the  water.  To  this,  when  it  is  cold,  add 
the  solution  of  ammonia,  frequently  stirring  ;  wash  the  powder  thrown 
down  until  it  is  free  from  taste  ;  lastly,  dry  it.  This  preparation  is  com- 
pletely evaporated  by  heat.  When  digested  with  acetic  acid,  iodide  of 
potassium  throws  down  nothing,  either  yellow  or  blue.  It  is  totally  dis- 
solved by  hydrochloric  acid,  without  effervescence.  When  heated  with 
solution  it  becomes  yellow,  and  emits  ammonia.  There  are  different 
theories  as  to  the  composition  of  this  salt. 

Mercury  very  readily  enters  into  union  with  sulphur,  both  by  simple 
trituration  and  by  the  action  of  heat.  The  first  operation  performed  was 
the  rubbing  together  of  the  liquid  metal,  and  two  parts  of  sulphur,  which 
was  called,  from  the  black  color  that  was  assumed,  the  jEthiops  mineral. 
A  salt,  called  the  hydrargyri  sulphuretum  cum  sulphure,  and  formerly 
hydrargyri  sulphuretum  nigrum,  has  now  a  place  among  our  medicines, 
and  is  directed  to  be  made  of  equal  parts  of  sulphur  and  of  quicksilver, 
which  are  to  be  rubbed  together  until  globules  no  longer  appear.  It  is 
not  only  a  simple  mixture  that  is  the  result  ol'  this  trituration,  but  the 
sulphur  actually  combines  and  adheres  to  the  mercury,  and  separation 
cannot  take  place  but  by  chemical  means.  Still,  however,  a  strong 
magnifying  glass  enables  us  to  see  oblong  globules  of  mercury  ;  this  is  a 
very  black  insipid  powder,  which  diffuses  a  foetid  smell ;  it  whitens  gold 
when  rubbed  upon  it,  and  totally  evaporates  by  heat.     At  one  time  it 
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was  commended  as  a  powerful  cutaneous  medicine,  and  in  the  dose  of 
half  a  scruple  was  administered  ;  it  has,  however,  fallen  into  disuse. 

The  black  sulphuret,  by  fire,  or  the  iEthiops  mineral,  by  fusion,  was 
variously  prepared  by  the  alchemists,  but  most  of  their  processes  were 
susceptible  of  detonation,  and,  therefore,  accidents  very  often  occurred 
in  the  laboratory.  Bayen,  indeed,  lias  shown  that  the  oxides  of  mer- 
cury fulminate  by  a  small  quantity  of  sulphur  when  heated  together 
strongly. 

The  bisulphuret  of  mercury  is  the  artificial  cinnabar  of  chemical  au- 
thors ;  the  red  sulphuret  of  mercury  of  the  former  Pharmacopoeia. 
Great  difference  of  opinion  has  existed  as  to  the  relative  proportion  of 
the  principles,  and  as  this  salt  is  in  great  request  in  the  arts,  on  account 
rather  of  its  beautiful  color  than  of  its  medicinal  virtues,  great  attention 
has  been  paid  to  its  manufacture.  In  "  Crell's  Journal,"  and  in  the 
"  French  Annals  of  Chemistry,"  is  much  curious  matter  upon  its  pro- 
per fabrication.  It  is  directed  to  be  made  of  two  pounds  of  mercury, 
five  ounces  of  sulphur ;  mix  the  mercury  with  the  sulpiiur,  melted  over 
the  fire,  and  as  soon  as  the  mass  swells  remove  the  vessel  from  the  fire, 
and  cover  it  strongly,  lest  inflammation  should  occur ;  then  rub  to  pow- 
der, and  sublime.  In  tlie  first  part  of  the  process  combination  takes 
place  between  the  mercury  and  a  portion  of  the  sulphur;  by  continuing 
the  heat,  the  excess  of  the  sulphur  is  diminished,  and,  upon  subliniation, 
this  salt  is  obtained  in  mass  of  a  dark,  or  dull  brick  color ;  but  when  it 
is  powdered,  a  beautiful  vermillion  is  produced,  which  is  unalterable  by 
the  air ;  but  several  of  the  metals  possess  the  power  of  separating  the 
mercury.     It  is  used  in  mercurial  fumigations,  heat  being  applied. 

A  preparation  of  very  great  utility  is  formed  by  the  union  of  mercury 
with  chalk  ;  by  triturating  together  three  ounces  of  the  metal,  and  five 
ounces  of  prepared  chalk,  until  globules  are  no  longer  visible,  a  mild 
mercurial  !)reparation  is  obtained,  which  was  formerly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  alkalized  mercury.  There  are  three  other  formulae  in  the 
last  edition  of  the  Pharmacopceia  ;  the  bicyanide  of  mercury  to  which 
1  have  before  alluded,  composed  of  two  equivalents  of  cyanogen  and 
one  of  mercury  ;  the  iodide,  composed  of  one  equivalent  of  iodine  and 
one  of  the  metal,  and  the  biniodide,  formed  of  two  equivalents  of  the 
iodine  aid  one  of  mercury  ;  but  as  these  are  scarcely  known  to  us  as 
mercurial  -preparations,  1  shall  defer  speaking  of  them  until  the  proper- 
ties of  iodine  become  the  subject  of  my  consideration. 

Besides  these  preparations  there  is  a  vast  number  of  others  which 
have  been  at  varnus  times  highly  extolled  by  medical  men.  We  find 
the  milk  of  mercury,  the  mercury  of  life,  the  mercurial  tincture,  and  a 
long  catalogue  of  recipes  are  collected  by  Swediauer,  and  other  writers 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  knowledge  of  the  older  alchemists. 
The  "  Pharmacopoeia  Syphilitica  of  Swediauer  "  contains  a  methodical 
table  of  these  remedies. 

The  chemists,  and  amongst  them  Fourcroy,  considered  mercury  only 
as  medicinal  from  its  being  an  oxyphorous  substance;  that  is,  a  sub- 
stance which  possesses  the  power  of  imparting  to  the  animal  economy 
oxygen  ;  and  they  believed  that  the  good  effect  that  was  derived  in  the 
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cure  of  disease  solely  depended  upon  the  superior  power  of  the  different 
preparations,  according  to  the  quantity  of  the  aerial  fluid  each  contained, 
and  they  divided  them  into  fourclasses.  In  the  first  those  were  enmneraied 
which  were  in  the  least  state  of  oxidation,  such  as  the  oxide  of  mercury, 
which  was  prepared  by  various  processes,  by  the  addition  of  mucilage, 
by  syrup,  or  by  the  saliva  ;  in  the  second  class  were  those  salts  which 
have  but  sparing  solubility,  such  as  the  chloride  or  calomel,  and  are  but 
little  oxidated  ;  in  the  third  were  the  oxides  of  mercury  which  were  in 
union  with  sulphur,  and  whose  action  is  but  very  slight,  and  only  when 
they  are  in  the  form  of  vapor;  the  fourth  class  was  composed  of  those 
mercurial  remedies  which  are  more  highly  charged  with  oxygen,  either 
alone  or  in  combination  with  other  acids  ;  amongst  these  the  nitric  oxide 
and  the  bichloride  were  ranked,  and  to  this  class  the  general  name  of 
oxygenated  caustics  was  applied.  But  this  theory  did  not  long  maintain 
its  ground,  and  various  have  been  the  speculations  which  have  been  en- 
tertained as  to  the  peculiar  mode  of  operation  of  the  different  salts,  which, 
although  they  all  have  certain  properties  which  belong  to  them  as  a 
family,  differ  most  materially  each  I'rom  the  other  in  the  intensity,  the 
duration,  and  the  celerity  of  their  action. 

There  are  marked  characters  which  peculiarly  distinguish  them  from 
the  salts  of  all  other  metals,  and  the  most  striking  are  the  effects  upon 
the  salivary  glands,  their  power  over  the  syphilitic  disease,  and  likewise 
iheir  so  influencing  the  human  economy  as  to  produce  affections  which 
bear  a  very  striking  resemblance  to  the  symptoms  which  the  metal  has 
the  power  of  curing.  No  substance  with  which  we  are  acquainted  has 
such  a  diversified  operation  upon  the  animal  economy  ;  its  effects  are 
so  various,  it  influences  so  many  organs,  the  phenomena  it  excites  are  so 
remarkable,  that  we  cannot  feel  surprised  that  so  much  has  been  written 
upon  it,  and  that  there  exists  so  many  opinions,  though  not  decidedly  at 
variance  with  each  other,  which  often  clash  and  render  a  thorough  eluci- 
dation of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  a  matter  of  very  great 
difficulty. 

Amongst  the  subjects  of  the  deepest  importance  to  society  are  ques- 
tions that  have  been  agitated  by  some  of  the  most  learned  men,  who 
have  combined  with  acute  powers  of  reasoning,  great  practical  informa- 
tion, that  have  not  entirely  been  decided,  and  to  which  I  can  only  curso- 
rily advert.  One  of  these  inquiries  has  been  directed  to  ascertain 
whether  the  venereal  disease  can  be  cured  without  the  employment  of 
mercury  ;  and  another  also  remains  for  discussion,  which  of  the  prepara- 
tions of  mercury  is  the  most  useful. 

To  the  first  of  these  points  the  answer  I  would  make  is,  that  the  cure 
may  be  effected,  but  it  demands  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  stage  and 
state  of  the  disease,  the  time  at  which  it  was  first  contracted,  and  the 
constitution  in  which  it  appears  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  second,  nearly 
the  same  answer  may  be  returned,  but  the  particular  remedy  depends 
more  upon  the  stage  of  the  disease.  You  will  find  in  a  large  class  of 
your  patients  great  dissatisfaction  exist  if  you  have  not  employed  to 
some  extent  mercury,  and  should  they  during  two,  three,  four  years, 
or  even  for  a  longer  period,  have  a  pimple  upon  the  face,  or  an  ache  in 
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the  leg,  you  will  hear  them  declare  that  they  believe  that  it  is  owing  to 
their  not  having  been  perfecily  cured  when  they  labored  under  this  af- 
fliction ;  and  pracliiioners  are  often  obliged,  in  compliance  with  the 
earnest  anxiety  of  ilieir  patient,  to  have  recourse  to  mercury  wlien  they 
do  not  feel  perfectly  satisfied  either  as  to  the  necessity  or  the  utility  of 
this  remedy.  Hennen,  who,  in  his  "  Principles  of  Military  Surgery,"  has 
a  short  treatise  upon  syphilis,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  little 
essays  upon  the  subject  which  is  to  be  found  in  our  language,  quotes  an 
old  author  whom  I  have  never  chanced  to  meet  with,  Nicholas  de  Bleg- 
ny,  who  quaintly  says,  "  When  pocky  people  have  been  told  that  they 
cannot  be  recovered  but  by  salivation,  and  that  they  are  only  quacks  and 
empirics  who  promise  to  cure  it  by  other  means,  they  become  deaf  to  all 
further  instructions  and  advice,  and  firmly  believe  that  all  other  methods 
are  dangerous  and  erroneous." 

[To  be  continued.] 
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When  the  eyeball  is  pushed  from  its  socket  by  external  violence,  as  the 
optic  nerve  must  in  this  case  be  suddenly  stretched,  we  might  a  priori 
conclufle,  that  the  power  of  vision  would  be  destroyed  forever.  This 
will  often  be  the  case,  but  not  always  :  for  instances  have  occurred  of 
the  eye  being  pushed  suddenly  and  entirely  out  of  the  socket,  and  on 
being  replaced,  of  vision  being  as  perfect  as  before.  The  particulars  of 
an  instance  are  on  record,  in  which  the  eyeball  was  almost  entirely 
turned  out  of  the  socket  by  a  sharp-pointed  piece  of  iron  pushed  in  be- 
neath it.  The  iron  passed  through  a  portion  of  the  socket,  and  remained 
very  firn)ly  fixed  for  the  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  during  which 
period  the  patient  suffered  exquisite  pain.  He  was  quite  blind  in  the 
affected  eye;  and  the  eyeball  being  puslied  so  far  out  as  to  give  reason 
to  suspect  that  the  optic  nerve  was  ruptured,  it  was  doubted  whether  or 
not  it  would  answer  any  purpose  to  replace  it.  It  was,  however,  at- 
tempted ;  and  it  was  found,  on  removing  the  wedge  of  iron — which 
being  driven  to  the  head  was  done  with  difficulty — that  the  power  of 
vision  instantly  returned,  even  before  the  eye  was  replaced.  The  eye 
was  now  put  easily  into  the  socket  ;  and  the  effects  of  inflammation  being 
guarded  against,  the  patient  enjoyed  very  perfect  vision.  Wiiere  the 
eyeball  remains  entire  and  is  not  altogether  separated  from  the  contiguous 
parts,  we  ought  not  to  despair,  however  severe,  in  other  respects,  the  in- 
jury may  have  been.  All  extraneous  bodies  having  been  removed,  the 
eye  should  be  cautiously  replaced  ;  and  with  a  view  to  prevent  or  mode- 
rate the  inflammation,  which  otherwise  might  probably  run  high,  blood- 
letting, both  general  and  local,  should  be  advised,  together  with  a  strict 
antiphlogistic  regimen.  At  the  same  lime  light  should  be  excluded  from 
the  eye,  and  it  ought  to  be  kept  covered  with  a  compress  constantly  wet 
with  cold  water  or  some  evaporating  lotion. 
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THE    SURGEON'S   PRACTICAL    GUIDE   IN    DRESSING.* 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  we  shall  differ  essentially  from  most  of  our 
cotemporaries  on  the  merits  and  value  of  this  treatise.  That  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  systematic  in  operative  surgery,  will  not  be  questioned  ;  but 
that  it  is  expedient  to  pursue  a  particular  and  undeviating  mode  of  ap- 
plying bandages,  cannot,  we  think,  be  admitted.  A  surgeon  may  study 
all  the  authorities  in  Christendom,  and  yet,  after  all,  will  find  himself 
obliged,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  to  depend  upon  his  own  resources  ;  he 
must  exercise  his  mechanical  ingenuity  in  all  that  concerns  the  simple 
process  of  bandaging  a  fractured  limb  or  a  recent  wound.  In  fact,  we 
have  never  known  any  two  operators  who  pursued  the  same  plan.  This 
cannot  have  been  in  consequence  of  not  having  been  well  instructed  in 
the  mystery  of  applying  rollers,  for  every  surgical  professor  plays  off  two 
or  three  useless  discourses  on  bandages,  by  way  of  wearing  away  the 
time  in  the  lecture  room,  but  few  or  none  ever  think  they  are  worth 
hearing,  and  certainly  not  worth  remembering. 

Plainly,  then,  Mr.  Cutler's  book  on  the  methodic  application  of  ban- 
dages is  made  up  of  miserably-executed  xylographic  pictures,  altogether 
inferior  to  the  burden  of  wood  cuts  in  a  fburpenny  almanack — with  the 
accompanying  text,  which  cannot  be  considered  of  much  consequence 
one  way  or  the  other.  Some  of  the  most  expert  surgeons  in  this  country 
have  practised  successfully  through  a  long  professional  career,  without 
ever  having  heard  of  a  bandage  book  ;  and  at  this  late  period,  they  could 
not  be  much  benefited  by  one.  As  operative  surgery  implies  a  mechani- 
cal adroitness,  so  whatever  follows  in  the  dressing  of  wounds,  fractures, 
dislocations,  &c.,  must  partake  of  manual  dexterity,  which  implies  a  ca- 
pacity to  meet  every  exigency.  It  is  proper  to  be  provided  with  lint,  ad- 
hesive straps  and  rolls  of  various  lengths  and  widths  ;  but  the  idea  of 
reducing  the  strictly  mechanical  business  of  putting  these  articles  on,  to 
a  science,  is  quite  ridiculous. 

We  now  have  reference,  in  these  observations,  to  private  practice,  fully 
believing  that  no  such  production  as  this  is  worth  the  trouble  of  reading. 
In  well-regulated  hospitals,  where  every  movement  is  deliberately  per- 
formed, and  the  machinery,  for  exhibition  as  well  as  utility,  should  be 
always  at  hand  to  meet  every  conceivable  case,  the  dresser  may,  with  a 
show  of  propriety,  act  the  posture  master  at  the  head  of  the  company, 
and  be  stared  at,  as  a  consequential  personage,  for  the  special  behoof  of 
spectators.  Still,  it  is  all  a  farce  to  pretend  that  such  an  air  of  dignity  is 
appropriate  to  the  simple  business  of  tearing  cotton  cloth  into  strips,  like 
a  tailor's  measure.  Perhaps  it  is  an  accomplishment  to  understand  what 
plumasseau  is,  and  that  bourdonnet  is  a  little  mass  of  charpie  rolled  into 
an  oblong  form  between  the  hands  ;  but  it  is  of  no  utility  whatever. 
The  student  would  profit  more  by  studying  something  else  in  the  line  of 
his  profession. 

*  The  Surgeon's  Practical  Guide  in  Dressins,  ami  in  the  Methodic  Application  of  Bandages,  illus- 
trated by  engravings.  By  Thomas  Cutler,  M.D.,  late  Staff  Surgeon  in  the  Belgian  Army.  Phila- 
delphia.   Haswell,  Barrington  &  Hasvvell,  1838.    12mo.,  p.  208. 
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Dr.  Cutler  was  undoubtedly  an  excellent  surgeon  in  the  Belgian  army, 
who  carried  his  experience,  however,  to  a  poor  nnarket,  when  he  wrote 
this  essay,  because  it  is  neither  a  nine-day  wonder  or  even  entitled  to  a 
place  in  a  library.  What  can  compare  wilh  those  admirable  directions, 
which  are  everywhere  interspersed,  in  standard  works  on  surgery,  for 
performing  the  operations  .''  Really,  about  as  much  would  be  gained  by 
thoroughly  perusing  the  inde.x  of  Mr.  Liston's  admirable  production,  as 
by  a  week's  devotion  to  our  non-erudite  author,  who  gathered  scraps, 
here  and  there,  out  of  all  his  predecessors  in  the  art  chirurgical,  which, 
forsooth,  is  dubbed  a  book,  under  the  specious  title  of  a  guide. 

The  publishers  should  have  been  advised  before  engaging  in  an  under- 
taking so  inferior  ;  they  are  enterprising  and  usually  discriminating,  but 
in  this  instance  less  fortunate  than  common. 


American  Phrenological  Journal. — A  prospectus  of  a  new  periodical, 
to  be  called  the  Jimerican  Pkrcnological  Journal  and  Miscdlanij.,  has  been 
sent  abroad  by  that  enterprising  publisher,  JMr.  Adam  Waldie,  No.  46 
Carpenter  Street,  Philadelphia.  Such  a  work  is  much  needed  in  this 
country,  and  deserves  the  sustaining  patronage  of  the  advocates  of 
science.  Some  two  or  three  years  since,  IVlessrs.  IVlarsh,  Capen  & 
Lyon,  of  this  city,  published  a  phrenological  periodical,  which  deserved 
a  better  fate  than  to  die  for  want  of  subscribers,  particularly  in  the  very 
focus  of  phrenology.  It  was  in  Boston  that  the  celebrated  Spurzheim 
excited  the  highest  curiosity  by  the  novelty  of  his  doctrine,  and  it  was 
here  that  he  closed  a  life  of  great  activity  and  industry,  which  had  been 
devoted  to  the  promulgation  of  the  facts  and  discoveries  in  this  before 
unsurveyed  field  of  philosophy.  It  was  in  Boston  that  the  first  Phreno- 
logical Society  was  organized  in  the  western  hemisphere,  which  still 
exists,  possessing  a  cabinet  of  rare  value,  which  may  be  considered  one 
of  the  most  curious  objects  in  the  city.  With  all  these  advantages  and 
facilities  for  collecting  information  illustrative  of  the  truth  of  phrenology, 
the  Boston  Journal  was  not  sustained.  But  it  does  not  devolve  exclu- 
sively on  believers  to  pay  the  printer  ;  all  who  are  well-wishers  to  the 
progress  of  human  knowledge,  without  reference  to  their  opinions  on  the 
value  of  the  particular  doctrine,  should  aid  and  assist  in  the  maintenance 
of  a  work  that  will  embrace  a  vast  amount  of  curious  matter,  which 
otherwise  cannot  be  concentrated  in  a  form  so  convenient  or  systematic, 
as  by  a  person  diligently  occupied  in  the  science — for  a  science  it  is, 
and  phrenology,  notwithstanding  the  bull'etings  it  has  received,  will  ulti- 
mately command  the  respect  of  the  highest  order  of  talents  in  this  coun- 
try, as  it  already  has  in  some  of  the  most  enlightened  countries  of 
Europe. 

It  would  have  gratified  curiosity  a  little  to  have  had  the  name  of  the 
editor  announced  ;  it  would  have  ins[)ired  a  degree  of  confidence,  too,  in 
the  undertaking.  Still,  on  the  whole,  it  is  of  little  consequence,  as  it  is 
presumed  that  Mr.  Waldie  is  well  acquainted  with  the  strength  and  re- 
sources of  the  gentleman  who  has  been  selected.  No  1  is  to  appear  the 
present  month,  and  continue  monthly,  in  thirty-two  pages,  octavo,  at  two 
dollars  a  year  in  advance.     Its  success  will  give  us  unfeigned  pleasure. 


Stranger^s  Fever. — Such  is  the  designation  given  to  the  disease  which 
has  been,  and  perhaps  now  is,  prevailing  alarmingly  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
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which  is  characterized  by  extreme  prostration  of  strength,  fetid  bilious 
discharges,  tinged  with  blood  occasionally  ;  a  weak,  rapid  pulse,  and,  in 
the  last  stages,  coma.  Usually,  just  before  death,  there  is  a  convulsive 
action  of  the  muscles  of  expression,  a  restless  movement  of  the  limbs, 
and  apparently  a  deep-seated  pain  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  liver. 
Some  throw  considerable  quantities  of  dark,  ropy  fluid  from  the  stomach 
very  freely,  but  without  essentially  relieving  the  condition  of  the  sufferer. 
A  yellowish  tinge  ,of  the  skin  accompanies  the  progress  of  the  malady, 
much  more  perceptible  just  before  death,  in  those  cases  which  have  been 
particularly  observed,  than  at  any  other  period.  The  urine  tinges  the 
linen  of  a  deep  saffron  color.  The  tongue  is  only  occasionally  dry  ;  but 
never  swollen,  thickly  furred,  nor  protruded  with  extreme  difficulty,  as 
in  some  forms  of  typhus  familiar  to  physicians  here  at  the  north. 

It  is  proper  to  modify  these  remaks  by  saying  that  such  are  the  phe- 
nomena observable  in  those  cases  which  have  occurred  on  board  a  vessel 
arriving  in  this  port,  in  eleven  days  from  Charleston.  It  is  altogether 
probable  that  some  considerable  alteration  is  made  in  the  character  of 
the  malady  in  coming  so  great  a  distance,  to  a  place  where  the  high 
winds  and  the  cold  September  mornings  and  evenings  always  exert  a 
striking  influence  on  diseases  of  a  domestic  origin. 

With  seamen,  it  is  their  misfortune,  when  voyaging,  if  indisposed,  to 
drench  themselves  intolerably  with  drastic  purges.  It  matters  not  what 
their  symptoms  indicate — salts,  jalap  and  calomel,  in  most  formidable 
doses,  and  if  alarmed,  unnecessarily  repeated,  is  too  much  the  practice 
in  every  grade  of  seafaring  life.  No  discrimination  is  made  between 
one  class  of  pains  and  another.  This  propensity  for  taking  medicine  on 
ship-board  is  so  universal,  that  it  is  indeed  strange  that  some  one  has  not 
made  the  attempt  to  enlighten  these  hardy  people  of  the  ocean,  by  writing 
expressly  for  their  understandings  upon  this  topic.  Medicine  chests  are 
furnished,  to  be  sure,  with  some  ninepenny  treatise  on  the  practice  of 
physic,  which  refers  to  the  numbers  on  the  phials,  but  makes  no  satisfac- 
tory explanation  of  the  action  of  the  drug  so  designated.  Medicine  being; 
considered,  therefore,  a  remedy  for  human  disease,  the  sailor  practises 
upon  the  precept  that  the  more  he  takes,  the  sooner  he  shall  recover. 
Passengers  are  easily  influenced  by  these  customs — and  when  any  sud- 
den alarm  is  created  by  the  development  of  a  case  of  sickness,  supposed 
to  have  any  relationship  whatever  to  a  disease  from  which  they  fancy 
they  are  fleeing — as  an  epidemic,  for  example,  such  as  that  now  so  de- 
structively rife  at  Charleston — they,  too,  instantly  begin  to  break  down- 
their  health  in  a  vigorous  efl^ort  to  ward  off  a  threatening  evil.  If  the 
matter  were  carefully  investigated,  we  apprehend  that  it  could  be  satis- 
factorily shown  that  a  multitude  of  ship-passengers  have  in  this  way  been 
seriously  injured,  if  not  absolutely  broken  down  in  constitution,  without 
the  least  cause  for  it,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  distempered  imagi- 
nation induced  by  fear  and  the  propensity  of  seamen  to  take  physic. 
Our  own  experience  in  the  course  of  years,  both  with  sailors  and  those 
who  voyage  with  them,  convinces  us  that  many  lives  are  sacrificed  to 
this  salt-water  vice. 


Anonymous  Fault-finding. — To  please  every  person  who  reads  the 
Journal,  is  hardly  possible.  The  very  attempt,  in  the  first  place,  would 
be  on  the  humiliating  terms  of  relinquishing  one  privilege  which  every 
editor  has  a  right  to  maintain  ;  viz.,  that  of  criticizing  those  emanations  of 
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the  press  which  legitimately  belong  to  the  department  of  science  or 
literature  to  which  his  publication  is  devoted,  and  which  he  is  bound  to 
notice  according  to  his  own  individual  views,  without  fear  or  partiality. 
This  we  have  invariably  done,  and  will  in  nowise  refrain  from  doing  to 
gratify  any  person,  at  home  or  al)road.  The  author  of  a  communication 
addressed  to  the  editor,  signed  Philo-medicus  Jildcnis,  will  perceive  that 
he  is  in  more  haste  to  be  angry,  than  the  circumstances  in  the  case  re- 
quire. We  shall  make  no  concessions  nor  apologies.  When  there  is  a 
willul  spirit  of  hostility  manifested  against  a  member  of  the  profession, 
it  will  be  time  to  come  to  his  relief — but  no  brow-beating  will  terrify  us 
nor  in  any  degree  change  an  opinion,  once  deliberately  formed,  of  the 
value  of  any  medico-literary  production  which  may  be  noticed  in  these 
pages.  For  years  in  succession,  whenever  an  opinion  has  ha|)pened  to 
be  advanced  which  run  counter  to  the  smooth  current  of  some  one  more 
interested  than  ourselves  in  the  issue  of  some  point,  not,  perhaps,  very 
important  in  itself  or  of  consequence  to  the  public,  these  anonymous 
criticisms  have  been  poured  in  like  a  flight  of  locusts  ;  but  they  cannot 
be  met  in  a  respectful  manner,  for  we  know  not  whom  to  address.  W« 
therefore  beg  to  request  those  who  h?ive  any  wrongs  to  be  redressed  at 
our  hands,  to  come  out  manfully  and  state  their  grievances,  with  full 
assurance  of  a  kind  reception. 


Fiske  Fund  Dissertalions. — A  correspondent  at  the  South  requests  a 
copy  of  the  prize  dissertations  on  puerperal  sore  mouth  and  scarlatina. 
We  believe  the  premium  was  awarded  to  the  dissertation  on  only  one  of 
these  questions,  the  present  year — but  which,  we  have  not  learned,  nor 
have  we  heard  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  given  to  the  public. 


Yellow  Fever  in  Havana. — Nothing  could  have  been  more  unlooked 
for  than  this  former  scourge,  after  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  excellent 
condition  of  the  city  the  last  few  years.  If  there  is  no  obvious  local 
cause,  such,  for  e.\amj)le,  as  the  accumulation  of  masses  of  putrid  vege- 
table materials  in  the  gutters,  the  once  assigned  cause  of  yellow  fever 
in  Havana,  its  return  must  be  imputed  to  certain  conditions  of  the  at- 
mosphere which  no  system  of  cleanliness  can  materially  affect.  Should 
the  mortality  become  at  all  alarming,  we  trust  our  friend  and  correspond- 
dent,  Dr.  Osgood,  will  transmit  the  particulars,  liy  turning  back  to 
page  53  of  Vol.  XIII.,  the  reader  will  find  a  paper  from  that  gentleman, 
on  the  treatment  pursued  by  him  in  a  very  extensive  practice  of  upwards 
of  twenty  years  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 


Oft  the  Division  of  the  Tendo  ^chillis  in  Cases  of  Clnb-Foot. — I\Ir.  John 
Whipple,  a  surgeon  of  Plymouth,  Eng.,  has  published  a  very  valuable 
paper,  which  contains  the  details  of  no  fewer  than  nine  cases,  all  operated 
upon  by  himself,  and,  with  one  exception,  in  which  the  failure  was  not 
attril)utal)le  to  the  operator,  all  with  perfect  success.  The  patients  were 
aged  a,  8,  28,  8,  2i,  7.^,  14,  7,  I  1-6  years  respectively  ;  and  the  com- 
parison of  the  details  justifies  the  deduction  drawn  by  Mr.  W.,  that  in- 
funnj  is  the  time  most  favorable  for  the  operation.  This  surgeon's  ex- 
perience has  so  entirely  convinced  him  of  the  curability  of  this  deformity 
by  the  operation  when   properly  conducted,  that   he  asserts  "  that  every 
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case  of  talapes  verus,  if  not  arising  from  cerebral  or  spinal  irritation, 
can  be  cured  by  steady  attention  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the 
surgeon." 

Died,— In  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Charles  Field,  M.D.,  34,  a  nntive  of  North  Yar- 
mouth, Me.,  and  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College  in  J8"27. — At  Paris,  Dr.  Fabre 
Palaprat,  general  director  of  the  Societe  Medico-Philanthropique  ;  Dr.  A.  Sal- 
made,  once  the  physician  of  Louis  XVIII.  and  the  dethroned  monarch,  Charles 
X. — At  Strasburg,  Dr.  Meunier,  a  professor  in  the  university. 

Whole  nimiber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  September  8,  51.     Males,  24 — females,  27. 

Consumption,  9— dyseiileiy,  9— infantile,  3 — canker,  4— bilious  fever,  2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — 
cholera  infantum,  3— old  agb,  2— fits,  2— hooping  cough,  1— croup,  l—diarrlicea,  I— scarlet  fever,  1 
— lung  fever,  2 — dropsy,  I — apoplexy,  2 — burn,  J — accidental,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — 
stoppage  in  the  bowels,  1 — marasmus,  1 — stillborn,  3. 


HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures    will    begin  at    the  College  in   Mason   street,  first   Wednesday   in   November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.   M.,  and  continue  three  months.     For  a  month   after,  additional   lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  Medical  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 
J,         Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  hy  _  .  -  -  Dr.  J.  C.  VVarrek. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  Ijy        -  -  -  -  Dr.  Channing. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  hy  -  -  -         -        Dr.  Higelow. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         .  .  -  Dr.  G.  IIavward. 

Chemistry, by  .  -  .  -  .  _  -  Dr.  Webster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -  -  -  -  -  Dr.  V\'are. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  may  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

VVALtER  CUA.WMNG, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aug  1— tN  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 

SCHOOL  FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  aflxirded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica;  by        .        -        .        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  ._-.-...    Dr.  Retkolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by        -------        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by  -------        -     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  Universily. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.   HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  'J'linrsday,  November  1st,  1838,  and  it 
continues  seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  -        -        -        Eli  Ives,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -----     Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  -        -        William  Tilly,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by    -        -        .    Jonathan  Kmghi,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  ..-.---        Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by    -        -        -        -        -     Charles  Hooker.  M.D. 
The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are  $7,50 ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,   Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  §12,50  each,  and  for  Obstetrics  $6.00 — amounting  to 
$76,00— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15,00. 

Yale  College,  Aug.  16,  1838.  A29— 6w  CHAS.  HOOKER,  Secretary. 

INFIRMARY   FOR   SPINAL   DISTORTIONS,    CLUB   FEET,   &c. 

At  05  Belknap  Street,  Boston. 
Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  aecorainodated  with  board  in  the  immediate  neielihorhood. 

JOHN  B.  brown,  M.D. ,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Aflrections,Clnb  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice 
whenever  called  upon. 

Georae  Hayward,  Edward  Reynolds,  Jnn.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries,  John  Homans, 
M.  S.  Perry,  VV.  Channing,  George  C.  Sh;ittuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W.  Strong,  George  Park- 
man,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Lane,  Edw.  Warren, 
Geo.  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  August  1,  1838.  tf. 
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UNIVERSITY     OF    THE    STATE    OF    NEW    YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS    OF    NEW    YORK. 
The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  continue  for 
four  monllis. 

J.  AiiousriNE  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology. 

Alexa:<der  H.  Stevens,  JM.U.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  (Lectures  at  the  New  York 
Hospital.) 

Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

Edward  Deuafield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
John  B.  Beck,  MA).,  Professor  of  .Maieria  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrev,  M  IJ.,  Professor  of  Cliemistry  and  Botany. 

Joh:<  R.  Rhinelan-der,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Alban  O.  Smith,  M.I».,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

The  e.^penseof  aileniling  a  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  $108. 

Attendniice  upon  two  complete  courses  of  Lectures  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  student  to  present 
himself  for  graduation,  one  of  which  must  have  been  attended  at  this  College.  He  must  also  have 
studied  medicine  three  years,  and  atlaiiicii  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Two  opporlnnilies  in  each  year  are  allorded  for  graduation  ;  one  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  and 
one  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

The  examination  of  Candidates  for  the  Spring  graduation  commences  on  the  first  of  Maich,  and 
for  the  Tall  firadnation  on  the  Slid  Tuesday  in  September. 

CwWeo-c  Buildiiifr. —liiiring  the  last  year,  the  new  and  extensive  College  edifice  in  Crosby  Street  has 
been  completed.  In  its  construction,  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  provide  wilhin  iis  walls  every  ac- 
commodation that  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  instruction  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  Medical  Science,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  no  one  respect  will  it  be  found  wanting  in  the 
great  objects  for  which  it  was  designed.  To  the  planning  of  the  Anatomical  part  of  the  building, 
especial  attention  has  been  paid,  wiih  the  view  of  furnishing  every  convenience  and  accommodation 
that  may  be  required  for  teaching  Anatomy,  as  well  as  for  private  dissection.  In  addition  to  the 
public  dissecting  room,  a  number  of  smaller  rooms  have  been  fitted  up,  where  Anatomical  inves- 
tigations may  be  pursued  in  a  more  retired  and  private  manner. 

JVc«)  Yurk  Ifonpitid.—Tliia  Institution  accommodales  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  and  pre- 
sents every  variety  of  disease  and  accident  to  which  the  hiiinaii  frame  is  liable.  Situated  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city,  and  within  a  few  minutes  walk  of  the  College,  it  possesses  the  great  advantage  of 
being  easy  of  access,  without  any  loss  of  time,  and  the  students  have  daily  opportunities  of  witness- 
ing the  practice  of  the  house. 

JVew  York  Ear  and  ICije  Infirmary. — The  average  number  of  patients  who  resort  annually  to  this  In- 
stitution, for  professional  advice,  amounts  to  upwards  of  one  thousand.  It  thus  furnishes  the  amplest 
field  for  oliservaiiiin  and  instruction  in  the  various  diseases  of  the  Eve  and  Ear.  It  is  opened  gratui- 
tously to  the  students  of  the  College.  J.   AUGUSTl.NE  S.MITH,  M.D.,  President. 

N.  H.  UERING,  M.U.,  Registrar. 

J^eiB  York,  June  25,  183§.  Aug  29— iNl 

FOR  SALE. 

The  house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Eli  flail,  together  with  ^0  or  40  acres  of  good  land.  The  house  is 
well  constructeil,  two  stories  high,  almost  new,  in  good  style,  large  and  commodious  rooms,  supe- 
rior cellar,  wood-house,  well,  carriage-house,  anil  horse-barn  attached.  Also  a  variety  of  excellent, 
selected  fruit  trees— ohcrrios,  plumbs,  pears  and  apples.  Possession  given  to  suit  the  purchaser. 
Few  situations  can  be  found  more  desirable  for  a  physician  or  lawyer.     Terms  very  low. 

For  further  particulars  inquire  of  J.  H.  Flint,  M.D.,  Springfield  ;  C.  A.  Hall,  M.D.,  Northampton  ; 
H.  H.  Hall,  No.  5.0  Kilby  Street,  Boston,  or  at  the  premises. 

Blanilfvrd,Mass.,Au!rust,  18:i8.  Aug  8— fiw 

'  MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Tup.  subscribfirs  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupil.-'  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  e.\uiuinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  inlervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  vlidwifery,  and  till!  Diseases  of  Women  and  (Children,  and  on  Chemistry ,  by  Dr.  CHAifniNO. 
Oil  Physiologv,  Parliologv,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         - "       Dr.  Otis. 

On   Aiialoiny,        ..-- -  '<        Dr.  Lewis. 

The  Htiiilciits  are  provided  with  a  room  ill  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Ligiiis  and  fuel  withiiit  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  flies  are  .$1111)— to  bo  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  eiven,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  n  longer  period  tli.-.n  six  months. 

\  I  iiic  itioii.-)  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Chaiining,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18-tf  Gi:ORGE  \V.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 


THP,  BosrnN  .MKDICAL  AN'I)  Sl.TRGicAL  JOHRNAI-  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  CL  \l'l',  .IK.  at  IHI  \Vasliiiiulon  Street,  corner  of  l-'ianklln  Street,  to  whom  nil  rommiinicntions 
must  be  ad<lre-'scil,/ifnf-;)ni(/.  It  is  also  published  In  Montlilv  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
iimnbcrs  oftlic  precedinL'  month,  slilched  in  a  cover.  J.  \'.  «'.  S.MITH,  M.I).  F.dilor.— Price  *:),0n  n 
vivir  in  advaiiie.  :%:i.'>n  afli-r  ilirre  iiii>iiilis,  niid  ftl.on  il'not  paid  williin  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  jrratK  — Orilcrs  I'rom  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  n  Newspaper. 
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DR.    MARSHALL    WALL    ON   PUERPERAL   DISEASES. 

FROJI    HIS    LECTURES    I\'OW    IN    COURSE    OF    DELIVERY. 

Having  now,  gentlemen,  gone  over  the  diseases  of  the  various  organs 
of  the  human  frame,  and  lastly  those  of  the  uterine  system,  I  am 
naturally  led  to  treat  of  'puerperal  diseases ;  and,  having  devoted  much 
attention  to  this  subject  formerly,  I  shall  do  so  very  particularly.  There 
is  no  class  of  diseases  which  will  fill  your  minds  with  greater  anxiety 
when  you  have  entered  into  practice. 

Many  circumstances  concur  to  render  the  disorders-  of  the  female  seK 
peculiar  ;  but  this  is  still  more  emphatically  true  of  puerperal  diseases. 
Tl)is  fact  will  appear  sufficiently  obvious  upon  a  simple  enumeration  of 
the  principal  causes  of  these  diseases  ;  and  still  more  so,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that,  in  general,  two  or  more  of  these  causes  co-operate  together 
to  produce  the  cases  which  present  themselves  to  our  notice  in  actual 
practice. 

In  both  these  points  of  view,  indeed,  the  subject  of  puerperal  diseases 
appears  to  me  to  present  a  peculiar  object  of  study  to  the  physician. 
In  scarcely  any  other  cases  do  so  many  and  such  various  circumstances 
require  to  be  taken  into  the  consideration  at  once,  as  in  puerperal 
diseases. 

This  class  of  diseases  may  be  considered  as  embracing  all  those  mor- 
bid affections  which  arise  out  of  the  state  of  pregnancy,  of  child-bearing, 
or  of  lactation.  They  may  be  divided  into  those  which  occur  in  the 
earlier,  and  in  the  later  periods  of  pre2;nancy — immediately  before,  and 
after,  and  during  the  act  of  parturition — during  what  is  termed  the  puer- 
peral state — and  during  the  period  of  lactation. 

In  the  early  period  of  pregnancy  many  organs  suffer,  in  consequence 
of  the  source  of  irritation  then  set  up  in  the  uterine  system.  These 
affections  are,  for  the  most  part,  well  known,  and  do  not  come  within 
the  design  of  this  course,  the  object  of  which  is  to  treat  only  of  certain 
morbid  affections,  which  occur  in  the  puerperal  state,  and  which  appear 
to  me  not  hitherto  to  have  received  the  degree  of  consideration  which 
is  due  to  them. 

In  the  later  periods  of  pregnancy  several  causes  combine  their  in- 
fluence, especially  to  endanger  the  state  of  the  brain.  It  is  u|)on  the 
conjoined  and  separate  operation  of  these  causes  that  our  attention  should 
be  particularly  fixed,  in  regard  to  the  diseases  of  this  period  ;  for  it  is 
frequently  by  their  co-operalion  alone  that  their  morbid  influence  upon 
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the  brain  is  brought  into  activity,  whilst  it  may  occur,  afterwards,  tliat 
one  or  even  several  of  the^e  causes  may  be  removed,  anri  yet  a  remain- 
ing one  may  renew  or  continue  the  morbid  elTect  upon  the  brain,  which 
they  had  conjointly  begun.  The  causes  which  co-onerale  in  the  last 
period  of  ulero-gestation.  in  inducing  a  morbid  state  of  the  brain,  are 
chiefly  uterine  and  intestinal  irritation,  concurring  with  the  actual  pres- 
sure of  the  gravid  uterus  upon  the  various  viscera  and  vessels  situated 
behind  it,  and  ilie  state  of  plethora  of  the  vascular  system,  especially, 
occasioned  by  this  pressure. 

During  partuiition  the  contractile  efforts  of  the  uterus  and  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  add  another  source  of  danger  to  those  already  men- 
tioned ;  und  it  is  at  this  period  that  the  brain  is  most  subjected  to  ful- 
ness aniJ  pressure,  and  that  convulsions  or  apoplexy  are  apt  to  occur. 

Several  sources  of  danger  are  removed  when  delivery  has  taken  place; 
and  yet  this  is  not  always  suflicient  to  protect  the  patient  from  an  attack 
of  convulsion;  for  this  terrible  affection  has  first  occurred  even  after  de- 
livery has  been  effected.  In  this  case,  especially,  I  suspect  that  a  slate  of 
intestinal  load  and  irritation  has  been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  attack  of 
convulsion.  And  this  observation  confirms  the  remark  already  made, 
that  when  several  causes  have  co-operated  to  induce  a  state  of  danger, 
some  may  be  removed,  and  yet,  if  one  remain,  it  may  lead  to  the  most 
disastrous  events.  This  j)eculiarity  in  the  study  of  puerperal  diseases, 
cannot  be  pointed  out  loo  often,  or  too  strongly. 

Convulsions  do  occasionally  occur  after  delivery,  even  although  the 
system  be  in  a  state  of  exhaustion  from  haemorrhage.  Ti)e  slate  of 
general  exhaustion  is  not,  I  believe,  incompatible  with  a  state  of  fulness 
of  the  brain  ;  but  this  kind  of  convulsions  will  be  found,  1  think,  fre- 
quently to  involve,  also,  a  stale  of  intestinal  load  and  irritation. 

But  immediaiely  after  delivery,  tlie  danger  may  arise  more  directly 
and  simply,  from  a  state  of  inanition  and  exhaustion,  the  effects  of  an 
emptied  condition  of  the  uterus  and  abdomen,  of  abstracted  pressure 
upon  the  viscera  and  vessels  along  the  spine,  and  perhaps  of  loss  of 
blood. 

To  these  sources  of  danger,  after  delivery,  must  also  be  added  the 
effects,  perhaps,  of  piotracted  suffering,  of  violent  pain,  of  mental  alarm, 
and  of  what  may  be  termed  tlie  "  shock  of  parturition." 

There  is  another  series  of  puerperal  affections  which  do  not  occur,  for 
the  most  part,  until  some  hours,  at  least,  after  delivery.  These  affec- 
tions consist  principally  in  uterine  or  peritoneal  inflammation,  in  the 
effects  of  loss  of  bloofi,  or  in  two  or  more  of  these  combined.  There 
are  two  other  sources  of  irritation  in  the  condition  of  the  mammae,  and 
occasionally  of  the  uterus  ;  and  there  is  that  terrible  disease,  the  epi- 
demic puerperal  fever. 

Considering  the  important  and  sudden  change  which  takes  place  in 
the  condition  of  the  uterus,  iti  parturition,  we  cannot  be  surprised  that 
this  organ  shoidd  frcqiienily  be  the  subject  of  inflammation  in  the  puer- 
peral state.  IVeiiher  can  it  be  mailer  of  surprise  that  its  appendages, 
the  adjacent  viscera,  and  the  peritoneum  at  large,  should  not  unlre- 
quenily  participate  in  this  niordbid   condition.     And  when   we   further 
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consider  the  detrree  of  violence  to  which  the  brain  has  been  subjected, 
during  parturition,  we  must  be  led  to  expect  that  this  important  organ 
should  be  left,  by  that  process,  in  a  state  of  proneness  to  inflammation  ; 
and  this  is  precise!}^  the  case  ;  for,  next  to  the  viscera  of  the  abdominal 
cavity,  the  brain  is,  periiaps,  the  organ  which  is  most  apt  to  become 
affected  by  puerperal  inflammation. 

There  is  another  not  less  fertile  source  of  puerperal  disease,  in  the 
state  of  the  alimentary  canal  after  delivery.  This  state  consists,  in 
general,  in  a  loaded  or  disordered  condition  of  the  large  intestines  ;  but 
sonietimes,  also,  in  improper  things  taken  into  the  stomach.  It  is  most 
important  to  observe,  that  the  effects  of  stomachal  or  intestinal  irritation 
are  very  similar  to  those  of  inflammation,  as  it  affects  the  head  or  abdo- 
men ;  for  on  the  just  diagnosis  of  these  cases  depends  the  proper  appli- 
cation of  the  remedies. 

-  Similar  observations  apply  to  the  effects  of  loss  of  blood,  when 
these  are  of  the  remote  character,  and  attended  by  the  phenomena  of 
reaction.  In  this  case,  the  head  is  apt  to  be  so  affected  as  to  lead  to 
the  idea  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  ;  and  the  heart  so  as  to  present 
the  symptoms  of  disease  of  this  vital  organ. 

But  it  is  rare  that  these  sources  of  disease  act  thus  distinctly  ;  it  is 
far  more  usual  to  observe  them  co-operating  together  to  produce  a  mixed 
case,  and  it  is  in  such  complicated  cases  that  all  the  attention  and  ener- 
gies of  the  mind  are  required  to  appreciate  the  influence  of  each,  and  to 
adapt  the  remedies  to  this  complicated  form  of  disease. 

There  is  not,  unfrequently,  also,  a  source  of  irritation  in  the  state  of 
the  uterus  itself.  A  certain  degree  of  after-pain  is  usual  in  ahnost  every 
case;  but  a  state  of  irritation  and  pain  are  frequently  kept  up  by  the 
presence  of  clots  of  blood,  and  the  efforts  for  their  expulsion.  This 
state  of  the  uterus  is  full  of  dangers  ;  not  in  itself,  but  by  masking  and 
concealing  the  beginning  of  dangerous  diseases;  pain  of  an  inflammatory 
kind  is  too  apt  to  be  neglected,  under  the  impression  that  it  is  but  the 
usual  after-pain. 

A  similar  remark  may  be  made  in  regard  to  the  irritation  excited  in 
the  establishment  of  the  secretion  of  the  milk.  This  process  is  apt  to  be 
attended  by  pain,  fever  and  affection  of  the  head,  which  frequently  mask 
the  beginnings  of  puerperal  disease. 

Bath  these  sources  of  irritation  concur  to  add  com|)lexity  to  the  cha- 
racter, and  difficulty  to  the  diagnosis  of  puerperal  diseases,  and  to  con- 
stitute that  peculiarity  of  this  study  to  which  1  have  already  alluded. 

The  first  of  these  classes  of  disease  might,  perhaps,  be  denominated 
parturient,  whilst  the  second  might  be  distinguished  by  the  epithet  puer- 
peral ;  the  former  occurring,  chiefly,  in  or  near  the  act  of  parturition  ;  the 
latter,  usually,  some  hours  afterwards.  There  is  a  third  class  of  morbid 
affections,  which  follow  still  more  remotely  upon  child-bearing,  and 
which  consist,  principally,  in  the  more  continued  effects  of  intestinal 
disorder,  or  of  loss  of  blood,  and  issue,  for  the  most  part,  in  an  inability 
to  support  the  drain  occasioned  by  lactation. 

A  fourth  series  of  puerperal  maladies,  using  this  term  in  its  most  ex- 
tended sense,  arises  out  of  undue  lactation  itself.     They  consist  in  the 


104  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  on  Puerperal  Diseases. 

various  forms  and  effects  of  exhaustion,  and  constitute  a  most  important 
and  interesting  subject  for  renewed  inquiry  ;  for  I  believe  them  not  to  be 
at  present  by  any  means  fully  understood. 

There  is  still  another  consideration  which  is  full  of  interest  in  regard 
to  puerperal  diseases — namely,  the  state  of  health  of  the  patient  pre- 
viously to  her  confinement.  That  which  n)Ost  frequently  modifies  the 
puerperal  stale,  is  disorder  of  the  general  health,  of  the  various  charac- 
ters described  in  the  first  part  of  this  course.  It  frequently  occurs,  from 
such  a  state  of  general  disorder,  that  the  recovery,  after  confinement,  is 
tardy,  the  secretion  of  milk  scanty,  or  even  morbid,  affecting  the  health 
of  the  infant,  and  that  there  are  many  local  affections,  especially  of  the 
head  or  of  the  heart,  which  are  full  of  pain  and  suffering. 

I  have  now  taken  a  rapid  survey  of  tlie  [)rincipal  causes  of  puerperal 
diseases.  It  may  be  truly  said,  that  many  of  these  causes  co-operate  \n 
every  case ;  but  it  is  also  true,  that  each  puerperal  disease  is  to  be  re- 
ferred to  one  or  two  of  these  causes  more  especially.  Every  case  of 
puerperal  affection  may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a  case  of  modified 
disease,  requiring  that  the  mind  of  the  physician  be  active  and  compre- 
hensive, so  as  to  embrace  the  numerous  circumstances  of  the  disease. 
This  is  true  in  a  degree  which  scarcely  obtains  in  any  other  class  of  dis- 
eases ;  and  it  is  on  this  account  that  I  have  represented  the  study  of 
puerperal  diseases  as  requiring  peculiar  habits  of  inquiry  and  inves- 
tigation. 

1  have  adopted  the  term  parturient,  to  express  the  condition  of  a  per- 
son just  before,  just  after,  and  during  the  act  of  parturition,  it  is  my  in- 
tention in  this  lecture,  briefly  to  notice  the  morbid  tendencies  of  this 
state,  as  a  necessary  introduction  to  the  more  detailed  account  of  some 
of  the  affections  which  occur  in  that,  which  may,  perhaps,  be  more  pro- 
perly termed  puerperal.  The  distinction  between  the  parturient  and 
the  puerperal  states  will  be  found  to  be  at  least  of  e;reat  practical  utility. 

1  have  cursorily  alluded,  in  the  i)receding  remarks,  to  the  principal 
causes  of  apoplexy  and  convulsions,  as  they  occur  in  the  last  stage  of 
utero-gestation,  and  in  the  act  of  parturition.  It  is  my  present  object  to 
enter  into  this  important  question  with  somewiiat  more  detail. 

The  first  cause  which  I  enumerated  as  conducing  to  these  affections 
of  the  brain,  was  uterine  irritation.  That  this  species  of  irritation  does, 
indeed,  dispose  to  disease  of  the  brain,  is  sufficiently  obvious  from  the 
occasional  occurrence  of  convulsions  in  cases,  even,  of  dysmenorrhoea 
or  painful  menstruation. 

A  second  exciting  cause  of  affection  of  the  brain,  probably  not  very 
different  in  its  nature  from  the  former,  is  the  paituiit;nl  efforts  of  the 
uterus  when  labor  has  begun.  Tiie  effects  of  labor-pain  upon  the  vas- 
cular system  of  the  head  are  sufficiently  seen  in  the  flushed  state  of  the 
countenance.  And  the  attack,  or  the  recurrence  of  convulsion,  not  un- 
frequenily  takes  place  with  each  uterine  effort. 

With  the  uterine  efforts  must,  however,  be  conjoined  those  of  the 
abdominal  and  other  muscles,  in  our  estimation  of  the  influence  of  labor- 
pains  upon  the  state  of  the  brain. 

The  tiiird  cause  of  affeclion  of  the  head  in  the  parturient  state,  is 
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stomachal  or  intestinal  load  or  irritation.  Tt  appears  alnriost  unnecessary 
to  adduce  any  example  of  the  influence  of  these  causes  upon  the  vas- 
cular system  and  nervous  origins  within  the  head.  The  presence  of  in- 
digestible substances  in  the  stomach,  and  of  indurated  or  otherwise  mor- 
bid faecal  matters  in  the  large  intestines,  are  amongst  the  most  usual 
causes  of  apoplexy  and  convulsions  in  those  who  are  predis|)osed  to 
these  affections,  and  especially  in  the  puerperal  state.  The  late  Dr. 
John  Clarke  published  an  interesting  and  important  paper,  to  which  1 
shall  have  occasion  to  revert  hereafter,  upon  the  morbid  influence  of 
oysters,  taken  at  this  period,  upon  the  brain  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  other  indigestible  substances  have  frequently,  perhaps  unsuspectedly, 
produced  the  same  deleterious  effects.  One  of  these  effects  was  convul- 
sion. And  it  is  to  be  particularly  remarked,  that  the  cases  published  by 
Dr.  Clarke  all  occurred  after  delivery,  and  of  course  even  after  some  of 
the  predisposing  causes  of  puerperal  convulsion  had  ceased  to  operate. 

But  a  still  more  frequent  concurrent  cause  of  convulsion,  or  of  apo- 
plexy, in  the  parturient  state,  is  a  loaded  condition  of  the  large  intes- 
tines. The  operation  of  this  cause  is  frequently  made  obvious  by  the 
effects  of  purgative  medicines  and  enemata,  in  these  cases,  both  in  the 
relief  they  effect  in  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  brain,  and  in  the  cha- 
racter of  the  alvine  evacuations  ;  the  quantity  of  scybalous  faeces  which 
have  thus  been  evacuated,  in  some  instances,  would  appear  incredible, 
were  not  the  torpid  and  dilated  condition  of  the  intestines  taken  into  the 
account. 

Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt,  that  the  gravid  uterus  itself  acts,  by  its 
size,  and  by  its  pressure  upon  the  descending  aorta,  in  inducing  fulness 
of  the  vessels  of  the  brain,  in  the  last  period  of  utero-geslation.  It  is 
on  this  principle,  that  delivery  frequently  secures  the  patient  against  the 
recurrence  of  the  fit  of  convulsion.  When  the  pressure  of  the  gravid 
uterus  falls  more  particularly  upon  the  vena  cava,  the  effect  of  inter- 
rupted circulation  is,  of  course,  observed  in  the  lower  extremities, 
chiefly  under  the  form  of  oedema,  but  perhaps  of  phlegmasia  dolens. 

It  usually  happens,  as  I  have  observed  already,  that  apoplexy  or 
convulsion  occurs  in  the  parturient  state,  from  the  conjoined  operation 
of  several  of  these  causes.  And  it  is  only  by  an  attentive  consideration 
of  all  of  these  sources  of  danger,  that  the  attack  is  to  be  prevented  in 
the  first  i)lace,  and  its  recurrence  in  the  second. 

It  is  important  also,  with  the  view  of  prevention,  to  consider  the  pro- 
bable condition  of  the  encephalon  itself  immediately  leading  to  an  attack 
of  convulsion  or  apoplexy.  It  is  doubtless  one  either  of  irritation,  or  of 
fulness.  Every  cause  of  these  morbid  states  of  the  brain  must,  there- 
fore, be  carefully  removed  and  avoided,  whilst  their  effects  are  combated 
by  the  most  vigorous  remedial  measures. 

This  is  the  more  important,  because  each  recurrence  of  convulsion  is 
not  only  attended  by  immediate  dan2;er,  but  aggravates  the  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  brain,  and  augments  the  tendency  to  the  repetition  of  the 
paroxysms  of  convulsion.  The  same  observation  may  be  made  of  each 
contractile  effort  of  the  uterus  and  abdominal  muscles,  during  parturition, 
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which,  like  tlie  fits  of  hooping  cough  in  other  circumstances,  has  in  some 
instances  led  to  convulsion. 

The  state  of  the  system  whicii  obtains  immediately  after  delivery, 
is,  in  many  important  circumstances,  different  from  that  which  exists 
durin<;  pregnancy  and  in  the  act  of  parturition. 

The  emptied  state  of  the  uterus  and  abdomen  constitutes  in  itself  a 
source  of  inanition  ;  and  there  is  usually  more  or  less  of  loss  of  blood, 
and  sometimes  even  an  extreme  degree  of  lia2morrhaiie,  so  thai  the  sys- 
tem in  general  must  be  considered  to  be  in  a  state  of  exhaustion. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  this  very  exhaustion  alone  has,  in  some 
instances,  imluced  convulsion.  But  it  is  probable  that  in  many,  some 
of  the  causes  of  this  terrible  affection  which  have  been  mentioned,  and 
especially  a  state  of  uterine,  stomachal  or  intestinal  irritation,  have  con- 
curred to  produce  this  effect. 

The  more  usual  immediate  consequence  of  delivery,  and  of  uterine 
haemorrhage,  is  a  state  of  syncope  ;  this  is  more  or  less  severe  and 
alarming,  according  to  the  dciiree  of  loss  of  blood,  and  of  the  suscepti- 
hility  to  its  effects,  and  varies  from  the.  slightest  degree  of  faintishness  to 
such  a  state  of  syncope  as  may  endanger  life. 

Similar  effects  are  sometimes  to  be  attributed  1o  the  protracted  suffer- 
ings of  a  lingering  labor  ;  in  other  cases  to  the  violence  of  pain  ;  and  in 
others,  to  alarm  and  dreary  apprehensions  and  anticipations  on  the  part 
of  the  patient. 

These  circumstances  sometimes  lead  to  sudden  death,  an  event  which 
may  occur  immediately  upon  delivery.  In  such  cases,  cordials  given 
during  the  last  stage  of  labor,  the  recumbent  position  guardedly  pre- 
served, and  the  immediate  and  careful  ap|)lication  of  the  abdominal  ban- 
da<;e,  may  save  the  patient. 

Perhaps  the  condition  of  the  system,  under  the  influence  of  some  of 
the  circumstances  of  parturition,  cannot  be  better  expressed  than  by  the 
term  "shock  ;"  and  it  may  be  aptly  compared  to  a  similar  slate  under 
very  different  circumstances,  and  especially  those  of  a  painful  operation. 
This  state  of  shock  seems  to  consist  in  a  partially  suspended  [jower  and 
action  in  the  system.  It  may  be  suddenly  fatal  ;  or  it  may  yield  to  re- 
action, which  may  or  may  not  pass  the  boundary  of  health  ;  or,  lastly, 
after  some  feeble  efforts,  it  may  lead  to  a  gradual  but  irretrievable  sinking 
of  the  vital  jiowers.  This  subject  has  not  been  sufficiently  noticed  in 
medical  writings,  especially  in  connection  with  the  parturient  state. 

One  of  the  influences  of  shock  still  requires  to  be  mentioned.  Many 
causes  of  disorder  may  long  remain  dormant,  or  may  be  affecting  the 
system  in  the  most  gradual  manner  only,  until  they  are  called  into  a 
more  active  operation  by  some  kind  of  shock.  This  is  particularly  true 
in  regard  to  intestinal  irritation.  This  cause  of  disorder  may  long  subsist 
in  an  inactive  state,  until,  by  the  occurrence  of  some  shock  to  the  system, 
it  is  brouglit  into  hut  too  effective  operation.  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation  are  so  frequently  observed  in  the  puer- 
peral state,  anrl  after  various  accidents,  without  which  this  cause  of  con- 
stitutional (IfMangemcnt  might  have  long  remained  inoj)cralive,or  at  least 
insufficient  for  the  pioduction  of  acute  disease. 
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In  the  treatment  of  apoplexy  or  convulsions  before  delivery,  and  even 
after  delivery,  except  in  cases  of  profuse  uterine  hemorrhage,  the  prin- 
cipal remedy  is  bloodletting  ;  the  second  object  is  the  removal  of  all 
those  exciting  causes  of  the  disease  which  have  been  mentioned ;  and 
the  third  is  cupping,  of  the  occiput  and  neck. 

In  the  case  of  haemorrhage,  the  remedies  are  still  the  removal  of  the 
exciting  causes,  and  cupping. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  present,  to  pursue  the  subject  of  the  treat- 
ment of  these  affections,  because  it  is  my  wish  rather  to  confine  myself 
to  the  description  of  some  other  forms  of  puerperal  disease  which  have, 
in  my  opinion,  been  greatly  overlooked.  But  I  cannot  refrain,  even  in 
this  place,  from  pressing  several  points  upon  the  attention  of  practitioners. 

Of  the  absolute  necessity  for  full  bloodletting  I  need  not  speak  ;  but  I 
vi^ould  particularly  observe,  that  a  state  of  exhaustion  from  loss  of  blood 
generally  from  the  system,  does  not  protect  the  brain  from  a  state  of 
vascular  fulness.  This  I  consider  to  be  abundantly  proved  in  the  ex- 
cellent paper  of  Dr.  Kellie,  in  the  "  Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions 
of  Edinburgh,"  and  by  the  fact  of  the  occurrence  of  convulsions,  and 
even  of  apoplexy,  in  this  state  of  exhaustion.  It  is  in  this  very  case 
that  cupping  of  the  occiput  is  so  strongly  to  be  recommended.  The  brain, 
in  some  cases  of  exhaustion,  is  relieved  by  the  topical  abstraction  of  a  very 
small  quantity  of  blood  ;  and  this  relief  is  not  only  obtained  by  a  less 
expenditure  of  blood,  but  is  more  permanent  than  similar  relief  effected 
by  general  bloodletting. 

The  next  point  upon  which  I  would  insist,  is  the  careful  removal,  not 
of  one  or  two,  but  of  all  sources  of  irritation — of  all  the  possible  ex- 
citing causes. 

A  point  not  less  important  than  the  treatment  of  these  affections  is 
their  prevention.  I  believe  no  means  would  conduce  so  much  to  this 
purpose  as  the  invariable  administration  of  copious  warm  water  injections 
at  some  period  before  or  during  labor.  The  large  intestines  would  thus 
be  relieved  of  their  load,  and  a  great  and  fertile  source  of  future  disease 
would  be  removed.  And  this  remark  applies  not  to  affections  of  the 
head  only,  but  to  many  other  puerperal  diseases,  as  will  be  noticed  in  a 
subsequent  chapter. 

The  morbid  affections  which  occur  in  the  puerperal,  as  distinguished 
from  the  parturient  state,  usually  commence  at  such  a  period  after  de- 
livery as  may  have  given  space  for  reaction  to  take  place,  from  the  state 
of  inanition  and  exhaustion  which  usually  obtains  immediately  upon 
parturition. 

It  should  be  observed,  however,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  disease  of  the 
puerperal  state  which  does  not  occasionally  show  itself  before  delivery. 
In  these  cases  the  disease  usually  remains  stationary,  or  nearly  so,  until 
parturition  has  taken  place,  and  then  assumes  its  exasperated  form. 

In  some  instances,  and  those  of  the  most  serious  kind,  puerperal 
disease  supervenes  insidiously,  and  makes  a  slow,  and  probably  an  un- 
heeded and  fatal  progress. 

Even  of  those  puerperal  diseases  which  commence  by  marked  symp- 
toms, the  more  serious  are  not  always  the  most  unequivocal  in  their 
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mode  of  attack.  Pure  inflammation  is,  for  example,  less  marked  by 
rigor,  beat  and  olber  obvious  symptoms,  than  the  effects  of  intestinal 
irritation.  This  is  a  point  which  reqtrnes  to  be  enforced  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  practitioners,  lor,  in  inflammation  especially,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  detect  the  disease  in  its  very  orij^in. 

1  shall  first  treat  of  abdominal  inflammation  and  its  varieties  ;  secondly, 
of  intestinal  irritation  in  its  various  forms  ;  thirdly,  of  the  effects  of  loss 
of  blood  ;  and  fourthly,  of  mixed  cases  which  combine  two  or  more  of 
these  morbid  states.  I  shall  then  resume  the  diagnosis,  and  the  com- 
parative treatment  of  these  diseases,  under  separate  heads. 

Subsequent  experience  has  only  confirmed  the  opinion  which  I  ex- 
pressed seven  years  ago,  that  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation,  and  of 
loss  of  blood,  constitute  a  great  part  of  puerperal  diseases,  and  a  great 
proportion  of  the  fatal  cases ;  and  that  of  those  fatal  cases,  many  are 
rendered  so  by  a  mistaken  use  of  the  lancet. 

The  effects  of  intestinal  irritation  and  of  loss  of  blood  are,  indeed,  as 
I  shall  proceed  to  show,  apt  to  produce  symptoms  of  increased  action 
resenibling  those  of  inflammatory  disease,  and  prompting  the  use  of 
evacuant  remedies.  This  proceeding  is  attended  by  two  sources  of 
error ;  in  the  first  place,  the  symptoms  are  frequently  relieved  in  the 
first  instance — a  state  of  fainlishness  taking  place  of  that  of  reaction — and 
the  physician  is  apt  to  judge  that  the  reniedy  had  relieved,  but  was  used 
in  too  mild  a  degree  to  subdue  the  disease,  and  is  thence  led  to  a  repe- 
tition of  the  measure  ;  in  the  second  place,  after  the  first  and  second 
moderate  use  of  the  lancet,  for  instance,  the  reaction  returns  in  a  still 
more  violent  degree  than  before  ;  and  it  is  then  imagined,  that  the 
disease,  though  relieved,  was  not  only  not  subdued,  but  had  been  suf- 
fered to  make  a  fearful  progress  ;  the  lancet  is,  therefore,  again  used, 
until  it  may  be  that  the  powers  of  the  system  yield,  and  sinking  takes 
place  of  reaction  ;  or,  if  the  last  bloodletting  be  considerable,  the  scene 
may  be  closed  by  a  sudden  and  unexpected  dissolution.  I  published 
several  sad  instances  of  this  kind  in  a  former  little  work  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  which,  to  prevent  repetition,  I  would  refer  you. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  the  effects  of  inflammatory  action,  of 
intestinal  irritation  and  of  loss  of  blood,  are  alike  apt  to  prevail  in  the 
puerperal  state.  It  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  they  variously  resem- 
ble each  other,  in  different  instances,  so  as  to  require  the  utmost  atten- 
tion for  their  diagnosis,  and  yet  require  totally  different  remedies  for 
their  safe  treatment  and  cure,  to  give  the  subject  all  the  interest  of  which 
it  is  susceptible. 

[To  be  continued.] 


INFLAMMATION  AS   INFLUENCED  BY  THE    TIME    OF  ITS 
DEVELOPMENT. 

[Cominiinicated  for  tlic  Flo'Ston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — Concluded  from  page  70.] 

In  my  last  communication  I  endeavored  to  show  that  there  was  a  neces- 
sary connection  between  the  time  of  development  of  inflammation,  and 
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its  course.  It  was  made  to  appear  that  innamniations,  at  least  of  the 
skin,  arising  siiddenly,  run  their  course  rapidly  ;  and  inflammations  slowly 
arising  are  proportionally  slow  in  their  proi^ress  and  decline — vvhetlier 
they  arose  from  the  action  of  diflerent  external  irritants,  or  of  internal 
causes  (eruptive  fevers)  under  the  same  circumstances,  or  from  the  same 
irritant  (ilie  vaccine  virus)  under  different  circumstances.  This  was  all 
the  proof  the  nature  of  the  case  is  susceptible  of.  If  it  be  objected 
that  the  facts  introduced,  though  general,  are  not  universal,  the  re|)ly  is, 
that  in  the  affections  of  a  structure  so  con)plex  as  the  human  frame, 
perturbating  causes  may  well  arise  to  derange  what  would  otherwise  be 
a  regular  operation,  and  hence  exceptions  to  general  rules  need  not  be 
estin)ated.  Were  an  individual  about  to  give  an  explanation  of  the 
position  of  the  foetus  in  utero  at  birth,  the  question  with  him  would  be, 
why  it  presents  twenty-five  times  out  of  twenty -six  with  its  occiput  be- 
hind the  left  acetabulum,  not  why  it  presents  the  twenty-sixth  time  in 
another  quarter,*  Other  facts  might  be  added  to  show  that  time  is  an 
essential  element  in  the  production  of  inflammation.  Smallpox,  when 
it  becomes  confluent,  has  an  eruptive  fever  of  shorter  duration,  and  in 
fact  an  erythema  like  scarlatina  often  precedes  the  eruption.  Gonor- 
rhoea usually  appears  sooner  after  exposure  than  chancre  ;  and  erythe- 
ma, when  from  a  wound,  is  much  more  rapidly  developed  than  phlegmo- 
noid  inflammation. 

Nor  is  the  relation  between  time  and  organic  action  confined  to  inflam- 
mation. It  is  an  element  in  all  the  operations  of  nature,  and  is  con- 
nected always  with  the  perfection  of  the  product  developed.  Man  is 
the  most  perfect  animal,  and  is  the  longest  from  the  comn)encement  of 
his  formation  until  he  is  capable  of  reproducing  his  species.  The  vac- 
cine vesicle  is  the  most  perfect  specimen  of  inflammation  that  attacks 
the  skin  ;  and  from  its  regularity  of  development,  defined  form,  and  ab- 
sence of  pain  attending  it,  deserves  to  be  considered  a  healthy  product, 
instead  of  an  inflammation.  The  skin  seems  adapted  to  produce  it,  as 
the  earth  does  a  flower ;  and  the  resemblance  it  bears  to  a  compound 
flower  is  so  close  as  to  leave  little  room  to  doubt  that  the  same  law 
governs  the  development  of  both.  There  is  the  areola,  to  correspond 
with  the  florets  of  the  ray  ;  the  cells  of  the  vesicle,  to  correspond  with 
the  florets  of  the  disk  ;  the  central  depression,  which  is  found  in  the 
early  stage  both  of  the  pock  and  daisy  ;  the  period  of  the  eruptive  fever, 
corresponding  to  the  formation  of  the  bud  ;  the  period  of  maturation, 
corresponding  to  the  perfection  of  the  flower ;  the  constitutional  affec- 
tion at  the  ninth  day,  a  counterpart  of  the  act  of  reproduction  ;  and  the 
period  of  decline,  analogous  to  the  development  of  the  seed.  Com- 
pound flowers  make  their  appearance  later  in  the  season  than  the  simple 
ones,  and  are  generally  slow  of  evolution. 

I  would  refer  to  another  series  of  facts  which  may  not  appear  quite 

*  Since  I  have  alluded  to  this  subject,  I  will  offer  an  explanation  of  this  fact,  which  will  pass  for 
what  It  is  worth.  The  situation  of  tlie  ftetiis  is  regulated  by  the  polarity  that  exists  between  its  ner- 
vous system  and  that  of  its  mother.  'I'lie  brain  of  the  foetus  is  turned  away  fioni  the  brain  of  the 
mother,  the  spinal  marrow  from  her  spinal  marrow,  and  the  right  side  from  her  right  side.  Each  part 
where  the  nervous  liuid  is  most  concentrated,  is  as  distant  from  the  corresponding  part  in  the  parent 
as  possible. 
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so  relevant  to  the  subject.  Those  animals  which  are  subject  to  trans- 
formations evidence,  by  their  rapid  growth  and  wonderful  voracity,  great 
activity  of  organic  action.  To  this  extreme  rapidity  of  development, 
or  rather  to  tiie  cause  producing  it,  is  owing  the  fact  of  their  transforma- 
tion. In  them  reproduction  is  not  noticed  until  the  last  transition  is 
effected.  The  frog  does  not  reproduce  in  the  tadpole  slate,  nor  the  in- 
sect in  the  larva  state.  Frequent  moulting  is  exhibited  by  those  ani- 
mals. May  it  not  be  possible  that  the  act  of  reproduction  and  that  of 
transition  are  connected  with  each  other?  That  in  those  aninials  where 
vital  action  is  excessive,  transition  takes  the  place  of  reproduction,  until 
this  activity  becomes  moderated,  and  then  comes  reproduction,  which  is 
followed  by  the  death  of  the  individual.  And  hence,  perhaps,  the  rea- 
son that  transition  is  no  longer  witnessed  in  the  other  animals.  Nutri- 
tion is  less  active,  and  what  would  otherwise  be  transition,  is  now  repro- 
duction. The  process  of  moulting  and  that  of  reproduction  are  attended 
by  high  excitement. 

A  satisfactory  solution  is  given  of  this  connection  between  time  and 
the  conserjuences  of  organic  action,  by  sup|)osing  the  cause  of  the  de- 
termination of  the  fluids  to  be  a  subtle  fluid  of  the  nature  of  electricity, 
and  all  the  remote  causes  of  disease  primarily  to  excite  disturbances  in 
the  motions  of  tliis  fluid. 

The  point  on  which  the  solution  turns,  is  the  fact  that  one  fluid  is  pro- 
pelled by  another  of  a  different  density,  and  resists  by  its  inertia  the  mo- 
tion of  this  latter  fluid.  Tlie  resistance  the  rarer  fluid  tlien  n)eets  with, 
is  in  proportion  to  the  particles  it  displaces.  But  this  resistance  increases 
as  the  square  of  velocity  increases.  Therefore  if  two  currents  be  ex- 
cited, and  one  acquires  the  same  velocity  in  two  days  that  the  other 
does  in  three,  the  resistance  the  first  meets  with  will  be  in  proportion  to 
that  the  second  meets  with,  as  9  to  4  ;*  and  as  this  resistance  depends 
on  the  displacement  of  the  particles,  this  displacement  will  be  in  the 
same  proportion. 

Having  thus  shown  that  a  current  quickly  excited,  even  with  the 
same  velocity,  will  have  removed  in  the  same  time  more  particles  of 
the  circulation  than  one  slowly  excited,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  show 
next  that  it  operates  to  cut  itself  off,  in  order  to  account  for  the  circum- 
stance that  inflammation,  quickly  excited,  heals  as  suddenly.  This 
second  circumstance,  it  will  be  easily  perceived,  follows  directly  upon 
the  first.  For  the  blood  being  moved  out  ol  the  course  of  ciiculation 
by  the  mechanical  force  of  a  fluid,  when  it  acciunulates  around  a  point 
must  oppose  an  obstacle  to  ihe  further  passage  of  that  fluid  from  that 
point.  The  conducting  power  of  the  blood  depends  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  motion  of  its  particles  ;  and  the  amount  of  fluid  passing  off  in  a 
given  time,  will  de|)cnd  on  two  circumstances,  viz.,  freedom  ol  motion 
among  the  particles  of  the  blood  and  the  force  of  the  cause  which  im- 
pels it.  When,  therefore,  either  of  these  remain  constant,  the  current 
will  depend  on  the  oilier ;  and  since  any  current  which  passes  through  a 
point  may  be  considered  as  divided  into  one  which  passes  towards,  and 

*  Ttic  resistance  encountered  in  c(|ual  spaces  or  tiiue. 
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another  vviiich  passes  from,  that  point,  the  first  impelling,  the  second  at- 
tractiiis;,  the  other  respectively,  the  interposition  of  a  non-conductor  at 
the  point  will  destroy  more  or  less  of  the  impelling  force.  Hence  that 
part  of  the  current  behind  will  be  arrested  the  sooner,  in  proportion  to 
the  obstruction  to  the  motion  of  the  globules,  or  to  the  greater  number 
that  are  moved  out  of  the  course  of  the  circulation  in  a  given  time,  or 
to  the  greater  velocity  of  the  priir.ilive  current;  and  as  the  inflammation 
is  kept  up  by  the  impelling  force  of  the  current  directed  towards  the 
point,  it  will  be  disposed  to  cease  as  soon  as  the  current  ceases,  that  is, 
sooner  in  proportion  to  its  velocity.  Fiom  which  it  would  appear  that 
of  two  equal  velocities,  excited  in  unequal  times,  that  which  is  excited 
in  the  shortest  time  produces  soonest  an  inflanmialion,  which  also  runs 
its  course  more  rapidly.  There  is  no  reason  why,  of  two  currents  ex- 
cited in  this  manner,  one  may  not  pioduce  a  pustule  like  that  of  the 
smallpox-,  and  another  a  pimple,  a  rose  spot,  or  a  point  of  inflammation 
like  tliat  which  obtains  in  erysipelas  and  scarlatina,  whatever  may  be 
the  cause  exciting  them.  At  the  same  time  it  is  manifestly  unnecessary 
to  suppose  that,  in  older  to  produce  these  effects,  the  velocities  should 
be  equal.  Any  imaginable  velocity  capable  of  disturbing  the  movements 
of  the  blood  might  give  rise  to  them,  provided  the  conditions  of  time  be 
observed. 

We  have  thus  a  consistent  explanation  of  two  general  facts  :  1,  that 
inflammations  suddenly  developed  run  their  course  with  rapidity  ;  2d, 
that  inflammations  slowly  developed  are  of  long  duration. 

This  explanation  is  adapted  to  the  commonly  received  notion  of  elec- 
tricity. Strictly  speaking,  however,  the  mode  of  development  of  the 
vaccine  vesicle  I  conceive  to  be  as  follows.  Around  the  centre  of  the 
red  inflamed  point  a  series  of  vibrations  commence,  which  are  transmit- 
ted along  the  surface  of  the  skin  to  the  circumference  of  the  areola, 
between  which  and  the  centre  these  vibrations  proceed  like  circular 
waves.  Advancing  from  the  centre  to  the  circumference,  and  being  re- 
flected from  the  circumference  to  the  centre,  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
inflammation  those  from  the  centre  to  the  circiunference  are  more  [)ovver- 
ful  than  those  reflected  from  the  circun)ference  to  the  centre.  They  are 
moie  powerful,  but  in  a  diminishino;  raiio  as  the  inflammation  progre^sses ; 
so  that  the  forces  of  the  reflected  waves  from  the  circumference  to  the 
centre  increase  upon  those  from  the  opposite  direction,  until  a  limit  is 
attained  where  they  are  equal.  To  this  it  is  owing  that  the  disk,  which 
at  first  developes  itself  at  the  circumference  like  a  ring,  finally  protrudes 
at  the  centre.  An  electrical  current  is  poured  along  some  nervous  or 
arterial  channel  to  the  point,  and  also  along  the  stem  of  a  plant  of  a 
conipound  flower,  and  the  constitutional  affection  which  takes  place  at 
the  ninth  day  in  the  one  instance,  analogous  to  the  period  of  impregna- 
tion which  follows  the  complete  development  of  the  flower  in  the  other, 
marks  the  return  of  the  electrical  current  towards  the  centre,  or  the  re- 
storation of  its  equilibrium,  in  consequence  of  the  impulses  leflected  from 
the  edge  and  surface  of  the  product  prejionderating  over  those  from  the 
centre.  The  tendency  to  an  eruption  of  pustules  is  present  at  this  time, 
and  will  succeed,  or  not,  according  to  the  perfection  of  the  primary  vesi- 
cle.    In  inoculation,  which  is  an  imperfect  form  of  vaccination,  it  usually 
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succeeds.  The  absence  of  all  constitutional  affection  probably  marks 
the  most  perfert  form  of  vaccination,  and  depends  on  the  undidatory 
movements  being  ihe  least  possible,  which  are  yet  capable  of  developing 
the  vesicle,  and  attaining  a  limit  by  which  they  are  reflected.  Ring- 
worm affords  an  instance  where  these  movements  are  not  sufficiently  in- 
tense to  give  to  themselves  a  reflecting  boundary  in  a  circumscribed 
areola,  and  the  disorder  spreads  indefinitely.  According  to  this,  small- 
pox and  the  vaccine  disease  are  the  same,  the  electrical  excitement 
being  only  greater  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter  ;  and  it  is  not  impro- 
bable thai  by  a  succession  of  inoculations  from  the  satne  matter,  the 
vaccine  disease  may  be  profluced. 

It  is  some  corroboration  of  the  above  view,  that  on  the  decline  of  a 
vesicle,  the  areola  forms  oftentimes  concentric  rings,  like  those  which 
occasionally  surround  luminous  bodies.  These  vibrations  are  supposed 
to  be  essentially  the  same  as  those  which,  according  to  the  undulutory 
theory,  constitute  light. 

The  following  extract  from  Edwards  on  the  influence  of  external 
agents  on  life,  will  serve  to  show  that  the  above  speculations  are  war- 
ranted by  facts  of  a  more  tangible  kind. 

"  In  order  to  ascertain  if  diseases  could  be  communicated,  by  elec- 
tricity, from  one  person  to  another,  as  he  was  led  to  suppose  by  former 
experiments  with  intermittent  fevers,  P.  Smith,  of  Fordham,  was  de- 
sirous of  trying  experiments  on  some  person  laboring  under  a  disease 
which  was  inflammatory,  but  not  considered  infectious  ;  he,  therefore, 
had  one  of  his  men  vaccinated.  On  the  seventh  day,  the  man  was 
placed  on  the  insulating  stool,  and  connected  with  the  positive  conduc- 
tor ;  a  small  incision  was  made  with  a  lancet  in  the  pustule,  and  an  in- 
cision was  also  marie  in  the  arm  of  a  lad  with  a  netv  lancet  ;  a  wire  four 
inches  long  was  passed  through  a  glacs  tube,  one  end  of  which  touched 
the  pustule  on  the  man's  arm,  and  the  other  the  incision  on  the  boy's 
arm — the  electrification  was  continued  for  eight  minutes,  when  the  boy 
was  removed.  His  arm  was  daily  exainined,  and  it  was  found  that  he 
was  as  completely  vaccinated  by  electricity  as  any  person  could  be  by 
the  usual  mode.  l\Iy  fiiend  afterwards  endeavored  to  communicate  the 
virus  to  two  girls,  by  passing  the  electrical  fluid  from  I  he  pustule  on  the 
boy's  arm,  who  had  been  vaccinated  by  electricity,  to  incisions  made  in 
theirs.  For  three  days  the  medical  gentlemen  supjiosed  it  had  taken 
effect ;  but,  on  the  fourth  day,  all  appearances  of  vaccination  died 
away.  These  girls  were,  however,  afterwards  vaccinated  in  the  usual 
way  in  four  places,  two  of  which  died  away,  and  the  oilier  two  took  but 
very  slightly.  My  friend,  Charles  Woodward,  afterwards  repeated  this 
experiment  upon  an  infant,  the  child  of  one  of  his  friends,  but  with  this 
difference,  that  he  did  not  allow  the  conducting  wire  to  come  in  contact 
with  the  child's  arm.  The  eleciric  fluid  was  consequently  transmitted 
in  the  form  of  small  sparks.  The  disturbance  which  these  produced, 
though  trivial,  prevented  the  application  from  bcin^  prolonged  for  the 
full  time,  which  my  friend  would  have  wished  ;  inflammation,  however, 
succeeded,  and,  until  the  sixth  day,  was  such  as  to  induce  the  medical 
attendant  to  believe  that  the  vaccination  had  been  complete  ;  from  that 
day,  however,  the  pustule  died  away."  B.  H. 
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IMPORTANCE   OF   THE    GENERAL    DIFFUSION    OF    A   KNOWLEDGE 
OF    ANATOMY,   PHYSIOLOGY   AND    HYGIENE. 

As  long  ago  as  the  30th  of  May,  F.  H.  Hamilton,  M.D.,  of  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  was  invited  to  deliver  a  short  series  of  lectures  before  the  pupils 
of  a  female  seminary  in  that  town,  on  the  important  sciences  of  anatomy, 
physiology  and  hygiene.  These  lectures  appear  to  have  been  prefaced 
by  an  introductory  discourse  of  peculiar  merit,  which  must  have  dragged 
tardily  from  the  press  not  to  have  been  circulated  at  least  as  early  as  the 
middle  of  June — but  which  has  but  just  been  given  to  the  pul)lic. 

Feeling  obliged  to  read  every  publication  that  comes  to  our  address,^ 
this  was  commenced  without  suspecting  that  it  could  be  very  remarkable, 
one  way  or  the  other,  from  the  circumstance  that  it  was  prepared  for  a 
school  of  young  ladies.  We  are  mortified  to  confess  that  this  fact  should 
have  engendered  the  presentiment  that  Dr.  Hamilton  had  been  giving 
pap  to  babes.  But  it  is  truly  an  excellent  performance,  distinguished 
alike  for  boldness,  sound  philosophy,  fearless  independence  and  sterling 
common  sense.  It  would  have  gained  the  author  the  applause  of  an  au- 
dience of  profound  scholars  ;  and  in  a  medical  college,  in  preference  to 
any  other  place,  would  have  shone  like  a  meteor.  There  are  but  few 
who  can  write  like  this  gentleman.  He  swings  his  broad  claymore  with 
an  unrestrained  arm,  till  the  very  strong  holds  of  quackery  are  laid  open 
to  public  inspection.  Even  the  polished,  adroit,  hypocritical,  money- 
getting,  disciple-making,  orthodox  practitioner  of  homoeopathy,  who  phy- 
sics the  elite  of  New  York  with  the  billionth  part  of  a  grain  of  pul- 
verized charcoal,  is  made  as  ridiculous  as  Punch  in  the  play.  There  is 
a  spirit,  raciness  and  vigor  pervading  every  page,  producing  a  happy 
effect  on  the  reader,  and  must,  therefore,  have  been  well  received  at  the 
seminary,  for  no  class  of  hearers  are  better  judges  of  good  reasoning, 
wit,  and  facts,  whether  in  medicine  or  other  departments  of  uoeful  know- 
ledge, than  highly  cultivated  ladies.  Probably  a  more  lasting  and  widely 
extended  influence  will  be  given  to  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Hamilton — which, 
indeed,  are  the  opinions  of  all  educated  physicians,  on  the  important 
principles  of  health — than  if  pronounced  before  a  body  of  men.  Not 
precisely  because,  as  falsely  represented  of  the  sex,  that  they  imme- 
diately tell  all  they  know,  but  because  they  will  carry  with  them  into 
practical  operation  the  principles  he  has  inculcated  so  happily — and  the 
circle  of  knowledge,  like  waves  receding  from  a  pebble  thrown  into  a 
stream,  will  keep  widening,  as  their  influence  begins  to  bear  upon  the 
community,  of  which  they  are  an  essential  and  indispensable  part. 

It  never  can  lessen  the  dignity  or  professional  rank  of  any  member  of 
the  medical  profession,  to  go  into  common  schools  or  academies  to  teach 
children  the  simple  plan  of  their  physical  organization.  Every  suliject 
on  which  Dr.  Hamilton  has  lectured  to  the  young  ladies  of  the  Auburn 
Seminary,  should  be  given  in  all  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  Union. 
It  will  ultimately  become  a  part  of  the  course  of  study  in  all  orders  of 
schools,  in  which  youth   are  taught,  to  make  them  familiar  with  general 
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anatomy,  physiology  and  hygiene.  Elementary  treatises  have  ah-eady 
been  prepared  with  reference  to  it,  and  they  are  studied  with  avidity,  and 
thus  children  will  grow  up  with  some  rational  notions  of  the  character  of 
the  machinery  of  their  own  bodies,  which  is  the  foundalion  of  knowing 
how  to  preserve  health  and  how  to  lengthen  iheirdays. 

We  are  sorry  that  Dr.  Hamilton,  prompt  and  efficient  as  he  is  in  every- 
thing else,  should  be  wholly  ignorant  of  phrenology — the  evidence  that 
he  is  so  being  conclusive,  because  he  positively  declares  it  has  been 
"  proved  uUtrhj  baseless.'^  lie  is  by  no  means  treading  forbidden  ground; 
no,  it  is  the  height  of  fashion  to  scoff  at  phrenology,  and  those  who  know 
the  least  about  it  are  the  loudest  in  their  denuiiciation.  JN'ow  this  is  no 
declaration  of  war,  for  we  can  only  assent,  ourselves,  to  about  one  tenth 
of  the  doctrine  ;  still,  there  are  men  of  such  gigantic  powers,  who  are 
fully  and  satisfactorily  persuaded  of  the"  ever-existing  truths  of  the 
science,  that  their  opinions  are  entitled  to  respect — and  their  corrobora- 
tive facts,  who  can  deny  them  .' 

Among  the  exhibitions  of  the  wreck  which  Dr.  Hamilton  has  made  of 
all  sorts  of  speculators  in  life,  adventurers  in  physic  and  rascals  in  prac- 
tice, the  ultra-dietetic  systems  are  made  conspicuous.  If  any  one  is  de- 
sirous of  feeding  on  moonshine  after  reading  this,  he  must  indeed  be  a 
lunatic.  On  the  whole,  the  author  is  deserving  of  much  praise — but,  to 
be  appreciated,  he  should  be  closely  studied,  and  this  introductory  should 
be  generously  distributed  through  the  country. 


Sison  ..Aureus. — Professor  Dewey  sends  us  the  following  note,  which 
may  be  of  consecpjence  to  those  particularly  interested  in  studying  native 
plants. 

"  IMy  attention  has  just  been  called  to  an  article  in  your  paper,  on  a 
plant  which  has  attracted  some  considerable  attention.  Dr.  Bates  calls 
it  Sison  aureus  in  Euton's  Botany.  It  is  one  of  the  plants  which  have 
been  changed  about,  from  name  to  name.  In  the  second  edition  of  Ea- 
ton's Manual  it  was  named  Smyrnium  aureitm  ;  in  the  sixth  edition  it  may 
be  Sison  aurcuin  ;  in  the  seventh  it  is  Zizia  aurea.  It  is  very  common 
in  the  moist  meadows. 

Pitlsjield,  Mass.,  Sept.  5lh,  1833." 


Medical  Miscellamj. — Frequent  mention  is  made  of  considerable  sick- 
ness among  children.  Bowel  complaints  seems  to  be  predominant,  ac- 
companied by  felirile  excitement.  Perhaps  the  bills  of  mortality,  in  the 
fruit  season,  were  never  more  favorable,  as  an  evidence  of  general  pub- 
lic health,  notwithstanding  this  indisposition  of  very  young  children,  than 
at  the  present  time. — No  abatement  of  (he  fever  in  Charleston,  S.  C, 
seems  to  be  manifested.  It  would  be  incorrect,  we  think,  to  give  the 
scouri'e  any  other  name  than  genuine  yellow  fellow. — On  looking  over  the 
tariff  of  charges  established  by  the  associated  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
the  City  of  JSew  York,  we  notice  that  the  fee  for  vaccinating  stands,  from 
<5  to  810.  In  this  neighborhood,  we  have  heard  that  the  price  has 
formerly  been  n'mcpcnre  !  and  but  few  would  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefit  of  the  operation  even  thf-n. — Why  have  we  not  had  a  copv  of  the 
Art  of  Preserving  Health  .''  Extracts  from  the  new  edition,  with  notes, 
&C.,  are  noticed  everywhere  but  in  our  pages.  If  it  possesses  but  half 
the  merit  it  is  represented  to  have,  we  should  be  glad  to  see  it,  at  least. — 
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An  epidemic  of  a  formidable  character  is  said  to  be  prevailing  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn. — Smyrna  is  entirely  free  from  the  plague,  a  circumstance  of 
considerable  interest  to  merchants. — A  woman  was  poisoned  in  jVew 
York,  last  week,  by  taking  corrosive  sublimate  through  mistake. — Men- 
tion is  made,  in  the  exchange  papers,  of  an  alarming  disease  among  tl»e 
laborers  on  the  Illinois  canal. 


{[j^  List  of  medical  graduates  in  Harvard  College  will  appear  in  next  No. 


MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  fur  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  tlie  following  terms  : 

The  pupiU  will  he  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lecfures  ou  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  tJhildreii,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     '"'      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  .        -        .        .        .  "       Dr.  Otis. 

On   Anatomy,        .--.  ------  .  •'       Or.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  arce.ss  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  with  lut  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  .<$  101) — to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Hoston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applicalioas  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Chaiining,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHAJN'iNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTI.=<,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  Instruction.  Students  will  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  departments  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  the  smallpo.x 
and  varioloid  diseases.  They  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  the  cases  which  they  witness, 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  ("ollege,  they  will  receive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportunities  will 
be  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

H.  I.  noWDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D. 
July  25— eoptN— emtJy  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and   other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  alTorded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
ofthe  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  --------     Dr.  Reynolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by        -------        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by  -------        -     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.   HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures  will  begin  at  the  College  in  Mason  street,  first  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  continue  three  months.  For  a  month  ai'iei,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  Medical  Collese,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  -  -  .  -  Dr.  J.  C.   Warren. 

Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by        .  -  .  .  Dr.  Channing. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  -  -  .         _        Dr.  Bioelow. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         ...  Dr.  G.  Havward. 

Chemistry,  by  -  ----..  Dr.  AVebster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         .  .  .  .  .  Dr.  Ware. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  mav  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aug  I— IN  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
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BOYLSTON   MEDICAL   PRIZE   QUESTIONS. 

The  Boylston  Prize  Coiiiinittee,  .ippoinieil  by  ilie  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  fullowing  jiliysicians,  viz.  : — 

John  (;.    \Varre.n,   M.l).  Geohoe  Uayward,  M.D. 

RuFCs   VVvMAjt,  Jl.l).  John   Uandall,  M.D. 

Geoure  C.  ^!HATtucK,  .M.D.  Enoch   Hale,  M.l). 

Jacob   Bicelow,  ,M.I).  John   Ware,  M.D. 

Walter  (/'hanning,   .M.D 

At  the  Annii:il  .Meeting  of  the  Coinniitlee,  on  \yednesday,  August  1.  1838,  a  premium  of  fifty  dol- 
lars, or  a  aolcl  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  Edward  Warren,  M.l)., of  Boston,  fora  Disser- 
tation on  llie  question,  "  What  are  the  causes,  seat  and  proper  treatment  of  Erysipelatous 
Indammation  .'" 

The  t'ollcnving  Prize  duestions  for  tlieyear  1839,  are  before  the  public,  viz.: — 

1st.  "The  palh'ilofiy  and  treatment  of  rheiMiiatism." 

2d.  "  What  is  scrofula.'  arul  what  is  its  best  mode  of  treatment."' 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post  paid,  to  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of  .'\(»ril.  Ie3i). 

The  following;  questions  are  now  offered  for  the  year  18-10,  viz. — 

1st.  "  The  patlioliigy  and  ireatinerit^)f typhus, and  typhoid  fever." 

2d.  "  The  pathology  and  treatment  of  medullary  sarcoma." 

Disserlatioiis  on  tliese  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1810. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  subjects  will  be  entitled  to  fifty  dollars, 
or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  autlicu's  name  and  place  of  residence.  The  same  de- 
vice or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  disserlalion  to  which  the  p.icket  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  drssertaiions  are  deposited  with  the  .-Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  the  year  182tj,  theSecretary  was  directed  to  publish  annually  the  following 
votes,  viz. — 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
dissertatioiLS  to  which  the  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  th.e  puhlicali<ui  of  a  successful  dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  E^OCIl   H.ALE,  t^ecrelary. 

Publishers  of  Newspapers  and  .Medical  Journals  throughout  the  United  States  are  respectfully  re- 
quested to  fiive  the  above  an  insertion. 

Boston,  Augant  4,  1638.  Aug8— 4t 

COLLEGE   OF   PHYSICIANS   AND   SURGEONS   OF  THE    WESTERN 
DISTRICT,    N.    Y. 
The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the   first  Tuesday   of  October  and  continue  six- 
teen weeks. 

t)u  .Midwifery,  -------  Westel  WiLLoucHBr,  M.D. 

On  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  .  .  -  -  .         James   Hadley,  M.D. 

On  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  -----        James   .Mc.Naughtos,  M.D. 

On  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  .  .  -  -  John   Delamater,  M.D. 

On  Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jiirisprudente,  -  -  T.  K.  Beck,  M.D. 

On  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  -  -  .         -  James   McNalghton,  M.D. 

In  consequence  of  the  remi)val  of  Dr.  Mussey  to  Cincinnati,  the  course  on  surgery  will  be  delivered 
by  Dr.  McNaughlon  from  the  present  session,  aud  until  the  vacancy  is  filled  by  the  Regents  of  the 
University. 

Price  of  all  the  tickets,  $.56. 

The  College  possesses  a  valuable  medical  library,  an  anatnmiral  museum,  and  an  extensive  collec- 
tion of  minerals.  A  large  number  of  students  can  be  accommodated  w  ith  rooms  in  the  college  build- 
ings, and  good  private  rooms  are  to  be  had  in  the  village,  at  a  moderate  expense. 

It  is  believed  that  no  medical  institution  in    the  country  affords  greatei  advantages  at   so  moderate 
an  expense.     'J'he  situation  of  the  institution  is  healthy,  and  students  are  not  exposed  to  the  many 
allurements  to  idleness  and  dissipation   which  interfere   with  study  in  larger  towns.     The  whole  ex- 
neiise  of  a  full  course,  including  board,  needs  notexceed  $1011.     By  order, 
'  JAMES  tl A DLEY,  Register. 

>j.  0. Ample  opportunities  for  dissection  are  offered  at  a  modeiate  cost,  under  the  direction  of 

the  professor  of  anatomy.  .'\ug.  :J'J— cp-lt 


MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF   YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  'J'hiiisday,   November  1st,  183ti,  and  it 
continues  seventeen  weeks.     The  several  branches  are  taniilil  as  follows,  viz. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  -        -         -         Kli  I  v»;s,  .M.  I). 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -----     Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Meilica  and  Therapeutics,  by  -        -         Willi  »m 'J'ii.lv,  M.I). 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        .     Jon\  ihan  Knichi,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  - Timo  thv  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Aiialiimy  ami  Physiolosy,  by    -----     Charles  Hooker,  M.D. 
The  matririilation  fee  ami  coiitiMCPnt  bill  are  .«i7,.'i0 ;   the  foes   lor  Chemistry,    .Anatomy,  Surcery, 
Materia  .Medira,  mid  Theoiy  and  Piartir e,  are  .«I2,.')0  each,  and  for  Obstetrics  .$i>.Ul)— nmouiiting  to 
•70  110 _t lie  wbdli'  In  bo  piiiil  in  advance.     The  graduation  fee  is  $l'>.ltil. 
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DR.    MARSHALL    HALL    ON   PUERPERAL   DISEASES. 

[Continued  from  page  108.1 

I  NOW  proceed  to  treat  of  puerperal  infiammation  within  the  abdomen, 
— Inflammation  within  the  abdomen,  as  it  occurs  in  the  puerperal  slate, 
may  be  divided  into  three  kinds;  that  which  chiefly  affects  the  uterus 
audits  apperidages  ;  that  which  appears  to  be  general  over  the  peri- 
toneum ;  and  that  which  is  confined  to  a  portion  of  this  membrane. 

A  distinction  of  still  greater  practical  importance,  is  that  between  the 
acute  and  the  insidious  forms  of  puerperal  inflammation  of  the  abdomen. 
Sometimes  the  attack  is  distinctly  characterized  from  the  be<,'inning  ;  at 
others,  it  is  of  the  most  insidious  character,  perhaps  to  be  referred  back 
to  a  date  anterior  to  parturition,  or  even  apparently  issuing  out  of  mere 
labor-pain.  These  are  points  which  require  to  be  deeply  impressed  upon 
the  mind  of  the  young  physician,  in  order  that  they  may  induce  in  him 
that  degree  of  watchfulness,  in  regard  to  these  diseases,  which  they  so 
imperatively  demand. 

Inflammation  within  the  abdomen,  of  whatever  kind  it  may  be,  is  only 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  presence  of  pain,  induced  or  aggravated  upon 
pressure.  This  is  the  pathognomonic  symptom  of  the  disease.  All  the 
other  svmptoms  are  only  accessory  ;  and  they  are  all,  without  exception, 
inconstant.  In  some  insidious  cases  of  abdominal  inflammation  the  ten- 
derness even  is  only  discovered  by  a  careful  examination.  And  there  is 
sometimes  pain  under  pressure,  when  there  is  no  inflammation.  These 
remarks  will,  1  trust,  lead  to  the  most  careful  examination  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  of  tlie  symptoms  in  general,  in  every  case  of  puerperal 
disease. 

The  acute  attack  of  puerperal  inflammation  within  the  abdomen  is 
frequently  marked  by  rigor.  This  is  frequently,  in  the  worst  cases,  only 
slight.  I  cannot  sufficiently  enforce  this  fact  upon  the  attention  of  my 
auditors.  Some  have  imagined  that  there  could  be  no  puerperal  inflam- 
mation of  the  abdomen  without  severe  rigor ;  and  they  have  generally 
supposed,  that  severe  ric^or  necessarily  supposes  an  attack  of  inflamma- 
tion. I  can  most  unequivocally  attest  that  both  these  opinions  are 
erroneous,  and  contradicted  by  facts. 

I  would  make  precisely  the  same  observations  in  regard  to  great  heat 
of  suiface  or  fever.     I   have  known   many  instances  of  acute  puerperal 
inflammation  witbin  the  abdomen  unattended  by  heat  of  skin,  and  many 
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cases  resembling  inflammation,  but  not  in  reality  inflammatory,  in  which 
the  heal  of  surface  was  extreme. 

Frequency  of  the  |)ulse  is  not  a  less  uncertain  indication  of  inflam- 
mation. I  am  enabled  to  say,  from  careful  observation,  that  the  pulse 
is  but  little  accelerated  in  many  cases  of  puerperal  inflammation  within 
the  abdomen,  whilst  it  is  excessively  and  even  alarmingly  frequent  in 
some  rases  in  which  inflammation  does  not  exist. 

In  regard  to  pain  and  affection  of  the  head,  they  are  by  no  n)eans 
essential  attendants  upon  puerperal  inflammation  of  the  abdon)en,  in  its 
first  stages  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  appear  to  me  to  denote  another  and 
different  kind  of  morbid  afTection,  to  be  described  hereafter,  which  niay 
exist  alone,  or  as  a  complication  of  inflammation. 

Pure  puerperal  inflamuiaiion  of  the  peritoneum  is  to  be  ascertained 
by  an  attentive  examination  of  the  abdomen.  There  is  either  pain  in- 
creased upon  pressure,  or  tenderness  discovered  upon  pressure;  and  this 
is  either  general  over  the  abdomen,  or  confined  to  the  hypogastric  re- 
gion ;  or,  lastly,  in  cases  of  partial  peritonitis,  to  some  other  part  of  the 
abdomen.  With  tlie  pain  or  tenderness  there  is  frequently  either  general 
tumidity  of  the  abdomen,  or  a  local  hardness;  in  the  latter  case  it  is 
frequently  such  as  to  denote  an  enlarged  and  inflamed  condition  of  the 
uterus  ;  but  it  occasionally  arises  from  an  affection  of  the  ovarium,  or 
from   partial  inflammation  and  suppuration  of  the  peritoneum. 

There  are  sometimes,  and  only  sometimes,  sickness  and  vomiting  ; 
there  are  also,  in  some  instances,  a  suppression  of  the  lochial  discharge, 
and  a  flaccid  state  of  the  mauunag.  But  I  do  not  think  the  precise 
cases,  in  which  these  effects  do  or  do  not  occur,  have  been  distinctly  as- 
certained by  the  observation  of  a  sufficient  number  of  facts. 

In  pure  puerperal  inflaminaiion  of  the  abdomen,  there  is  not  neces- 
sarily much  rigor,  heat  of  skin,  load  of  the  tongue,  afleclion  of  the  head 
or  great  frequency  of  the  pulse;  there  is,  on  the  contrary,  in  many  in- 
stances, only  a  slight  degree,  or  even  an  entire  absence  of  rigor,  little  or 
no  heat  of  surface,  or  whiteness  of  the  tongue,  little  frequency  of  the 
pulse,  and  no  affection  of  the  head  ;  but  the  countenance,  manner  and 
respiration,  usually  become  highly  characteristic. 

1  long  ago  observed,  that  inflamniation  within  the  abdomen  was  at- 
tended and  denoted  by  a  peculiar  expression  of  the  countenance  ;  and 
I  find  the  remark  confirmed  and  stated  in  still  more  emphatic  language 
by  the  celebrated  and  lamented  M.  Laennec.  Puerperal  inflatnmation 
within  the  abdomen  is  marked  by  an  expression  of  extreme  pain  and 
anxiety  in  the  countenance  ;  the  brow  is  contracted,  and  ihc  upper  lip 
is  drawn  upwards  in  a  jjcculiar  and  characteristic  manner,  and  bound 
round  the  teeth,  or  rather  gums.  These  appearances  are  increased 
on  pressing  upon  the  abdomen,  or  they  are  observed  at  that  moment, 
if  they  had  not  been  manifest  before.  The  countenance  is  generally 
pale,  and  rather  sunk,  but  with  partial  heats. 

Tire  manner  of  the  jiatient  is  nmch  changed,  and  has  become  expres- 
sive of  suffering  and  anxiety.  The  movements  of  the  body  are  attended 
by  pain,  and  arc,  therefore,  suppressed  ;  or,  if  performed  at  all,  it  is  with 
an  expression  of  suffering  in  the  countenance  and  of  caution  in  the  man- 
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ner;  and  there  is  an  appearance  as  if  the  body  had  become  heavy 
and  helpless. 

The  respiration  becomes  ratlier  hurried  and  anxious,  and  it  is  perform- 
ed principally  by  movements  of  the  thorax,  those  of  the  diaphragm  and 
abdomen  beini^  more  or  less,  sometimes  completely,  suppressed — a  cir- 
cumstance which  gives  great  peculiarity  to  thea|)pearance  of  the  breathing. 
Sometimes  there  is  considerable  heaving  of  the  chest,  with  some  hurry, 
some  noise  from  the  ingress  and  egress  of  the  air,  and  sometimes  with  a 
sort  of  blowing ;  this  slate  of  the  respiration  is  attended  by  the  utmost 
danger,  being  frequently  one  of  the  first  symptoms  of  the  sinking  state, 
of  which  I  shall  have  to  speak  immediately,  and  to  which  I  wish  earn- 
estly to  call  the  attention  of  my  auditors. 

The  general  surface  is  generally  a  little  increased  in  temperature,  and 
there  is,  frequently,  perspiration.  The  pulse  is  at  first  only  moderately 
frequent,  but  gradually  becomes  more  so,  and  it  is  often  small  and  ap- 
parently feeble. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  occasional  occurrence  of  sickness  and 
vomiting.  The  abdomen  is  frequently  tense  and  tuntid,  as  well  as  tender 
under  pressure  ;  this  is  an  affection  to  be  anxiously  watched  ;  it  some- 
times increases  to  a  state  of  complete  tympanitis.  The  state  of  the 
bowels  is  very  various;  there  is  by  no  means  always  constipation  ;  some- 
times there  is  diarrhoea,  with  or  without  the  discharge  of  mucous  stools. 

Instead  of  general  tun)idity  of  the  abdomen,  there  is  frequently  a  dis- 
tinct tumor  wiili  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  uterus,  in  the  iliac  region, 
or  in  some  other  region  of  the  abdomen,  leading  to  the  suspicion  ol  an 
especial  affection  of  the  uterus  or  ovarium,  or  of  a  partial  inflammation 
and  suppuration  of  the  peritoneum. 

1  propose  to  ascertain,  hereafter,  the  state  of  the  lochia,  and  of  the 
mammae,  in  cases  of  pure  and  unequivocal  inflammation  in  the  abdomen 
in  the  puer[)eral  state.  1  do  not  think  these  points  have  been  deter- 
mined in  an  ex|)IIcit  manner,  because  1  believe  that  several  other  affec- 
tions, of  a  different  nature,  have  been  confounfled  with  inflanmiation,  and 
tiiat  the  symptoms  and  effects  of  these  different  diseases  have  been 
blended  and  confounded  togelher,  both  in  practice  and  in  medical  writings 
upon  the  subject. 

I  have  thus  described  the  iTiost  usual  form  of  puerperal  inflammation 
of  the  abdomen  in  its  commencement.  1  do  not  think  it  either  possi- 
ble or  profitable  to  divide  the  disease  into  distinct  stages.  But  it  is  quite 
incumbent  upon  the  practitioner  to  trace  the  usual  changes  which  are 
observed  in  this  disease.  These  are — first,  a  gradual  amendment ; 
secondly,  a  gradual  exasperation  of  the  disease  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  super- 
vention of  the  state  of  "sinking." 

Little  can  or  need  be  said  upon  the  two  first  of  these  changes.  Every 
appearance  of  a  return  to  a  healthy  state  of  the  functions  and  general 
appearances  of  the  patient  will  raise  our  hopes  ;  but  there  are  no  points 
of  so  much  importance  to  be  watched  as  the  expression  and  condition  of 
the  counlen'ince,  the  manner  and  the  state  of  the  abdomen.  No  appa- 
rent amendment  is  to  be  at  all  depended  upon,  unless  it  has  continued 
and  been  progressive  for  four-and-twenty  hours  ;  this  is  a  caution  of  great 
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importance  to  the  young  physician,  in  guiding  him  in  his  expressions  in 
regard  to  tlie  prognosis.  And  even  in  tlie  most  favoral)le  cases,  the  fur- 
ther progress  towards  recovery  is  to  be  vvatclied  vvitli  the  utmost  care 
and  precaution. 

In  the  less  favorable  cases,  the  countenance  becomes  more  and  more 
altered,  the  pulse  more  and  more  frequent,  the  abdomen  more  tender 
and  tumid  ;  the  manner  and  muscular  powers  of  the  patient  appear  over- 
whelmed ;  the  respiration  becomes  more  heaving,  and,  as  1  have  usually 
termed  it,  "  blowing,"  being  somewhat  audible,  a  condition  of  the 
breathing  always  attended  by  the  utmost  danger.  At  this  period,  too, 
there  is  often  soure  degree  of  delirium,  alternating,  |)erha|)S,  with  slight 
dozing,  and  thei-e  are,  generally,  restlessness  anti  jactitation,  and  the  pa- 
tient cannot  bear  the  arms  to  be  covered. 

At  this  i^eriofl,  too,  the  tongue  is  frequently  loaded  and  more  foul, 
and  sometimes  dry;  the  bowels  are  variable,  fieqirently  flatulent  and 
loose.  The  mammae  are  flaccid,  the  lochia  suppressed  ;  the  skin  is 
clammy  and  wet,  if  not  cold,  the  hands  and  wrists  are  often  livid,  and 
the  feet  cold. 

This  description  of  symptoms  applies  to  the  case  of  general  inflam- 
mation of  the  peritoneum.  The  more  partial  cases  of  peritonitis  con- 
tinue longer,  and  aflTect  the  constitution  less,  and  less  rapidly.  In  some 
instances  the  iniegimients  over  the  seat  of  inflammation  have  become  tu- 
nrid  and  inflame'd,  and  an  issue  has  at  length  been  effected  for  the  sub- 
jacent pus,  the  abscess  has  afterwards  collapsed  and  healed,  and  the  pa- 
tient has  slowly  but  finally  recovei"ed.  This  opening  frequently  takes 
place  about  half  way  between  the  umbilicus  and  spinous  process  of  the 
ilium.  In  other  instances,  the  matter  has  been  evacuated  by  the  rec- 
tum, and  in  some  rare  examples,  by  the  bladder.  In  other  cases  the  ab- 
scess has  not  been  evacuated  during  life  ;  but  the  patient  has  gradually 
emaciated,  and  the  health  and  strength  have  failed;  there  have  been 
great  frequency  of  the  pulse  and  hectic,  and  the  disease  has  at  length, 
though  perhaps  very  slowly,  proved  fatal.  It  has,  however,  occasionally 
ha[)pened  that  the  effused  fluid  has  been  re-absorbed  and  the  fatal  event 
averted. 

But  the  acute  form  of  puerperal  peritonitis  sometimes  issues  in  a  state 
of  sudden  sinkiii;:;  of  the  vital  powers.  The  change  and  symptoms  are 
such  as  have  frequently  led  to  the  suspicion  of  gans^rene  having  taken 
place.      But  no  such  appearance  is  observed  on  exairrinalion  after  death. 

This  state  of  sinking  is  itsually  rather  abrupt  in  its  manifestation. 
The  patient  may  be  left,  not  without  hope,  the  preceding  night,  but  on 
being  visited  the  ensuing  morning,  is  found  to  have  passed  into  a  state  of 
hopeless  sinking.  The  pain  has  ceased,  but  the  tumidity  of  the  abdo- 
men is  augmented  ;  the  brain  is  in  a  stale  of  low  siu|)or,  the  breathing 
is  attended  by  heaving  and  blowing,  the  skin  of  the  arms  and  hands  is 
cold,  claujiny  and  livid — the  livid  color  only  partially  disappearing  on 
j)re^';uie — the  pulse  is  thready  and  excessively  frequent,  the  coimienance 
is  altered  aiifl  simk  ;  the  patieirt  may  be  roused,  hitt  is  then,  perhaps,  un- 
conscious of  pain,  and  expresses  herself  as  being  relieved  ;  the  hands 
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are  kept  out  of  bed  ;  sometimes  there  is  cough,  and  the  feet  are  livid 
and  cold. 

The  morbid  appearances  usually  induced  in  cases  of  inflammation  of 
the  uterus  and  of  the  peritoneum  are  well  known. 

In  inflammation  of  the  uterus,  there  are,  in  different  instances,  exuda- 
tions of  serum,  of  coagulable  lymph  and  of  pus  from  its  surface  ;  its 
substance  is  sometimes  enlarged,  softened,  infiltrated  with  pus,  or  the 
seat  of  distinct  abscesses;  and  its  internal  surface  is  frequently  morbidly 
red,  and  the  source  of  various  discharges.  The  appendages  of  the 
uterus  are  frequently  the  seat  of  similar  morbid  appearances. 

The  peritoneum,  when  inflamed,  pours  out  serum,  coagulable  lymph, 
or  pus  ;  and  its  different  surfaces  are  apt  to  be  variously  glued  together. 
Frequently  the  intestinal  canal  is  found  distended  to  the  utmost,  as  before 
death,  by  foetid  gases. 

In  some  instances  pus  is  efflised  and  deposited  in  various  parts  of  the 
peritoneum,  being  confined  by  the  adhesion  of  contiguous  portions  of  this 
membrane. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  peritoneum,  and  no  viscus  in  the  abdomen, 
which  may  not  become  the  seat  of  puerperal  inflammation,  and  of  the 
consequent  changes  of  structure.  Tiie  parts  most  frequently  affected  by 
puerperal  inflammation,  however,  are  the  organs  contained  within  the 
pelvis — the  uterus,  its  appendages,  the  rectum,  the  bladder,  and  the  peri- 
toneal lining  of  the  pelvis  ;  and  then  the  peritoneum  in  general.  In  an 
interesting  case,  published  by  Dr.  Ley,  the  spleen  was  found  to  be  a 
principal  seat  of  disease. 

I  have  been  brief  in  my  account  of  the  m.orbid  appearances  in  puer- 
peral inflammation  within  the  abdomen,  because  I  had  nothing  novel  to 
offer  upon  this  point.  I  have  long  wished  and  still  hope  to  possess  more 
ample  opportunity  of  comparing  the  symptoms  with  the  morbid  anatomy, 
in  this  interesting  class  of  disease. 

I  now  proceed  to  stale  the  treatment  of  puerperal  inflammation. 

And  I  would  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that  nothing  can  be  trusted 
to,  to  save  the  patient,  but  the  most  ample  bloodletting;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  that  nothing  should  preclude  the  use  of  this  remedy  but 
the  actual  existence  of  the  state  of  sinking.  In  regard  to  the  measure, 
and  the  repetition  of  the  bloodletting,  many  points  must  be  taken  into 
consideration.  The  earlier,  and  the  more  fully,  this  remedy  is  employed, 
the  more  efficacious  and  the  safer  it  is,  and  the  safer  is  its  full  repetition. 

There  is  one  point  which  I  tnust  emphatically  repeat  ;  it  is,  that  the 
bloodletting  should,  in  this  disease,  ever  be  performed,  the  patient  being 
in  the  erect  position  ;  and  it  may  then,  in  general,  be  safely  carried  to 
deliquium.  I  do  not  recomcnend  this  mode  of  proceeding  with  the  view 
of  producing  deliquium  merely  ;  but  also,  that  this  deliquium  may  serve 
as  a  guide  in  judging  of  the  extent  to  which  we  may  carry  the  depletion. 
If  the  patient  be  silting  upright,  and  faint  by  the  loss  of  blood,  we  have 
a  security  and  remedy  against  any  danger  from  this  event  in  laying  the 
patient  low.  But  if  deliquium  be  induced  by  bleeding  the  patient  in  the 
recumbent  position,  I  caimot  say  that  I  think  it  will  always  be  without 
danger.     I  think  the  plan  which  I  have  proposed  at  once  far  more  safe, 
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as  well  as  far  more  efficacious  in  subduing  this  disease.  If  it  were 
requisite,  the  patient's  head  might  be  laid  even  lower  than  the  rest  of 
her  body. 

The  same  rule  may  apply  for  the  repetition  of  the  bloodletting.  If 
the  fullest  effect  is  desired  which  the  patient  can  safely  bear,  let  her  be 
bled  to  syncope  in  the  erect  posture.  She  will  faint  from  losing  a  larger 
or  a  smaller  quantity  of  blood,  precisely  in  the  inverse  proportion  of  the 
previous  exhaustion  ;  the  stale  of  syncope  will  not  oidy  warn  us  to  desist 
from  drawing  more  blood,  but  will  arrest  the  flow  of  blood  itself,  just  at 
the  point  when  the  patient  can  bear  to  lose  no  more. 

This  is  a  most  important  criterion  for  the  employment  of  a  most 
powerful  remedy.  1  do  not  by  any  means  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that 
it  is  always  safe  to  bleed  to  deliquium  in  the  erect  posture  ;  but  that, 
when  it  is  determined  to  bleed,  it  is  important  to  have  the  boundary, 
which  it  would  be  unsafe  to  pass,  at  least  clearly  defined.  Sometimes 
the  patient  will  faint  on  being  irierely  placed  upright ;  is  it  then,  ever, 
and  ill  what  particular  cases,  safe  to  bleed? 

The  next  question  is  in  regard  to  topical  bloodletting.  And  I  think 
there  is  one  important  rule  for  the  adoption  of  this  remedy.  It  may,  of 
course,  be  enjoined  to  be  done  immediately  after  general  bloodletting. 
But  it  is  particularly  useful  in  those  cases,  in  which  the  system  is  ob- 
viously subdued  by  the  general  bloodletting,  and  yet  the  inflamed  part 
remains  tender  under  pressure.  In  such  cases,  leeches,  or,  siill  better, 
cupping,  if  it  be  properly  and  tenderly  performed,  will  piove  a  most  use- 
ful remedy. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  state  the  utility,  or  rather  the  necessity,  for 
the  administration  of  purgative  medicines  in  this  disease.  There  is  good 
reason  to  suppose  that  some  cases  have  been  subdued  even  by  this 
remedy  alone.  And  the  efficacy  of  purging  in  conjunction  with  blood- 
letting is  quite  undoubted.  A  constant  catharsis  should  be  kept  up,  in- 
deed, until  the  disease  is  completely  subdued. 

In  cases  in  which  there  is  great  tympanitic  distension  of  the  abdomen, 
an  injection  of  warm  water  sometimes  succeeds  iu  inducing  evacuations 
of  flatus,  which  greatly  relieve.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that  still 
more  effectual  relief,  of  the  same  kind,  might  be  obtained  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  flexible  tube,  properly  pierced,  high  into  the  large  intestine. 

Much  and  im|)ortant  relief  may  also  be  afforded  in  some  cases,  in 
which  suppuration  has  taken  place,  by  giving  exit  to  the  pus,  when  it 
plainly  fluctuates  and  approaches  the  surface. 

Blisters  also  are  of  gtnM  service  in  those  cases  of  this  disease  which 
are  not  attended  by  much  heat  or  irritability.  But  in  other  cases  they 
have  ap|)eared  to  me  to  add  to  the  patient's  sufferings,  to  prevent  sleep, 
and  to  do  harm  by  leading  to  a  state  of  exhaustion. 

There  are  still  three  other  powerful  remedies,  of  which  I  wish  to 
make  a  cursory  mention  in  this  j)lace. 

The  first  is  the  plan  of  emetics,  which  is  well  known  to  have  been  so 
successful  in  the  hands  of  M.  Doulcef,  of  Paris. 

The  second  is  the  spiritus  terebinihinae,  recommended  by  Dr.  Bre- 
Dan,  of  Dublin. 
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And  the  third  is  tlie  attempt  to  induce  a  state  of  ptyalism,  by  mercu- 
rial medicines  and  inunctions. 

Of  emetics,  but  especially  of  the  spiritus  terebinthina?,  I  would  ob- 
serve tliat,  like  purgative  medicines,  they  have  doubtless  been  used  suc- 
cessfully in  many  cases  ;  but  1  n)uch  suspect  that  many  of  these  cases 
were  not  inflammation,  but  intestinal  irritation. 

As  it  is  not  my  object,  in  this  course,  to  give  a  systematic  account  of 
what  has  been  written  by  others,  but  only  the  result  of  my  own  observa- 
tions, 1  here  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  different  publications  upon  puerpe- 
lal  diseases,  in  regard  to  the  two  first  of  these  subjects.  Of  ptyalism,  I 
would  merely  observe,  that  it  deserves  a  trial  ;  it  is  one  of  those  mea- 
sures which  are  most  powerful,  and  yet,  generally,  unattended  with  risk, 
and  it  would  by  no  means  preclude  the  adoption  of  every  other  more 
prompt  and  efficient  mode  of  treatment,  if  adopted  early,  it  might 
prevent  some  of  those  protracted  states  of  the  disease,  which  occa- 
sionally occur  and  wear  out  the  patient. 

1  need  scarcely  observe,  that  during  the  existence  of  inflammation 
the  patient  should  be  allowed,  absolutely,  nothing  but  tea  or  gruel  in  the 
smallest  quantities. 

In  some  cases  in  which  the  pain  is  not  severe,  but  the  tension  of  the 
abdomen  great,  continued  but  extremely  light  frictions  of  the  abdomen 
have  done  great  good.  They  may  be  followed  by  the  application  of  a 
cold  lotion,  and  by  fomentation  of  the  feet. 

In  cases  of  pure  inflammation,  I  do  not  think  the  use  of  opium  de- 
sirable. The  pain  must  be  subdued  by  bloodletting  ;  and  everything 
that,  by  masking  the  pain,  can  divert  our  minds  from  the  use  of  this 
remedy,  involves  danger  to  the  patient.  And  there  are  seldom  those 
symptoms  of  constitutional  irritation  which  require  the  use  of  opium, 
until  the  inflammation  has  sudsided.  In  mixed  cases,  I  think  the  use 
of  opium,  especially  after  bloodletting,  may  be  both  necessary  to  subdue 
constitutional  irritation,  and  beneficial  in  the  cure  of  the  disease. 

£To  be  continued.] 


DYSENTERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Elderly  men  are  always  pleased  when  they  find  their  notions  and 
observations  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  others.  Upon  this  principle 
I  have  been  highly  gratified  by  reading  Dr.  Gerhard's  Lecture  on 
Dysentery,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal.  The  disease,  unques- 
tionably, varies  greatly  in  different  epidemics,  and  often  very  strikingly 
in  degree,  in  the  same  epideinic,  in  different  persons.  In  those  localities 
where  entonic  fevers  are  common,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  dysentery, 
especially  in  the  beginning,  may  have  an  entonic  character.  This  ac- 
counts for  the  free  use  of  antimonials,  neutral  salts  and  other  refrigerants, 
holding  at  times  so  high  a  reputation  in  this  disease.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  early  depletion  by  the  lancet.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however, 
that  sthenic  dysentery,  in   reality,  is  much  rarer  than  the  student  would 
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be  apt  to  infer  from  the  great  majority  of  writers.  From  a  pretty  close 
observation,  and  considerable  practice,  for  towards  forty  years,  I  have 
never  met  with  a  single,  decidedly,  entonic  case.  Nor  ha,ve  I  niet  with 
any  one  case,  in  which  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  opium  was  indicated. 
I  have  found  it  proper  to  keep  the  patient  under  its  influence,  so  as  to 
mitigate,  control  or  subdue  pain,  tenesmus  and  other  symptoms,  in  every 
stage  of  the  complaint.  In  fact,  I  have  considered  opiuui  as  the  main 
remedy,  the  sine  qua  non. 

However,  opium  rarely,  if  ever,  is  alone  to  be  depended  on,  but  re- 
quires various  adjuvants,  according  to  circumstances.  In  many  cases, 
particularly  in  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  a  full  dose  of  opium,  and  a 
cathartic  dose  of  calomel,  may  be  given  at  the  same  tin)e,  and  after  the 
purgative  operation,  calomel  in  small  doses,  combined  with  opium,  may 
be  continued  a  day  or  two,  or  sometimes  longer,  as  an  alterative,  to 
change  the  morbid  condition  of  the  viscera,  or  of  the  system  in  general. 
But  in  dysentery  attended  by  an  ataxic  fever,  calomel,  in  any  form,  as 
well  as  anything  that  may  produce  a  fall  catharsis,  is  generally  worse 
than  useless. 

When  the  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  opium  is  usually  qualified  by  as  much 
ipecacuanha  as  can  be  taken  without  nauseating,  or  runnina  freely  off 
from  the  bowels.  Mischief,  however,  is  often  done  with  ipecacuanha, 
as  well  as  with  calomel,  by  employing  it  too  much,  and  too  long. 

In  some  cases,  where  the  tongue  and  mouth  are  dry,  the  mineral 
acids,  especially  the  nitric,  are  found  to  be  valuable  adjuvants  to  opium. 

Sugar  of  lead,  at  a  proper  stage,  often  does  well ;  and  every  one 
knows  that  this  is  the  case  with  vegetable  astringents,  and  other  tonics. 
But  they  can,  none  of  them,  be  depended  on,  unless  they  are  assisted 
by  a  pretty  regular  and  free  use  of  opium. 

It  is  not  my  design,  however,  to  notice  all  the  valuable  adjuvants  of 
opium.  My  principal  intention  in  this  communication  is  to  point  out  a 
particular  auxiliary,  which  is  not  much  known  in  many  parts  of  this 
country,  and  is  entirely  overlooked  in  Dr.  Gerhard's  valuable  lecture. 

Perhaps  in  ahnost  every  case  of  atonic  dysentery,  where  opium, 
astringents,  tonics,  wine,  alcohol  and  other  diffusible  stimulants  fail  of 
producing  their  customary  effects,  capsicum  is  the  best  adjuvant  that 
opium  can  have.  It  very  rarely  fails  to  make  the  other  remedies  take 
hold.  In  the  case  mentioned  by  Dr.  Gerhard,  in  which  opium  and 
sugar  of  lead  were  given  every  hour  for  two  days,  without  making  much 
if  any  impression,  I  am  confident,  that  if  a  grain  of  capsicum  had  been 
combined  with  each  dose  of  the  lead  and  opium,  a  happy  effect  would 
have  been  perceived  within  four  or  six  hours.  Within  the  last  three 
weeks,  I  have  seen  a  formidable  case  of  dysentery,  apparently  desperate, 
yield,  within  a  day,  to  a  pill  of  opium  and  capsicum,  a  grain  each,  given 
every  two  hours.  One  or  two  enemata  of  laudanum,  to  palliate  the 
tenesmus,  were  administered.  Milk  porridge  was  used  for  food,  and  a 
moderate  quantity  of  brandy  and  water  was  the  principal  drink.  This 
was  about  all  the  treatment,  besides  common  nursing.  As  far  as  I  am 
able  to  judge,  this  patient  would  have  unquestionably  failed,  without  the 
assistance  of  the  capsicum.     Possibly  a  judicious  combination  with  the 
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warming  and  pungent  essential  oils,  might  have  answered  the  same  pur- 
pose ;  but  I  am  ahnost  certain  that  the  common  aromatics  would  have 
been  of  little  or  no  avail. 

I  hope  these  remarks  may  happen  to  meet  the  eye  of  Dr.  Gerhard, 
because  1  want  to  have  such  an  able  physician,  as  he  unquestionably 
must  be,  judging  from  his  very  lucid  lecture,  as  well  as  from  his  eminent 
station,  give  capsicum  and  ojjium  a  fair  trial,  in  low  or  obstinate  cases  of 
dysentery  and  diarrhoea.  I  would  also  wish  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
same  combination,  in"  ataxic  fevers,  and  more  especially  in  passive  hae- 
morrhage from  any  part  of  the  body.  In  haemorrhage,  I  usually  em- 
ploy a  pill  of  one  grain  of  opium,  with  one  or  two  grains  of  the  sugar  of 
lead,  and  the  same  quantity  of  capsicum. 

No  one  will  mistake,  by  supposing  me  to  recommend  the  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  opium,  capsicimi,  or  any  other  remedy,  in  any  particular 
disease.  No  article  in  the  whole  materia  medica,  perhaps,  requires  such 
skill  and  close  observation,  to  do  it  jierfect  justice,  as  opium.  It  is  the 
sheet  anchor  in  dysentery  ;  but  without  the  assistance  of  other  n)eans,  it 
is  rarely  sufficient  to  protect  the  vessel.  Capsicuin  is  more  unfrequently 
indicated  ;  but  when  it  is  necessary,  it  needs  not  such  close  watching  as 
opium,  calomel,  ipecacuanha  and  some  other  articles.  A  grain  or  two, 
more  or  less,  is  often  of  no  very  great  consequence. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Middletoivn,  Ct.,  Sept.  17,  1838.  Thomas  Miner. 


YELLOW    FEVER   AT    CHARLESTON,    S.    C. 

The  following  notice  of  the  yellow  fever,  now  prevailing  at  Charleston, 
S.  C,  is  extracted  from  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  De  Saussure,  of  that 
city,  to  a  medical  friend  now  at  Philadelphia.  We  hope  to  receive  a 
more  detailed  account  of  the  symptoms,  treatment,  and  statistics  of  this 
fever  from  the  same  source  ;  in  the  meanwhile,  our  readers  will  find  this 
notice  of  the  fever  extremely  interesting — coming  as  it  does  from  a  well- 
educated  and  careful  observer. — Philad.  Med.  Examiner. 

"  Native  children  are  now  beginning  to  be  attacked.  The  disease 
has  not,  however,  increased  as  rapidly  as  its  commencement  threatened. 
The  first  cases  were  fatal  to  a  most  alarming  degree.  Out  of  twenty  or 
thirty  which  I  either  saw  or  heard  of,  not  one  recovered.  Of  these,  one 
was  a  patient  of  my  own,  a  young  man  aged  twenty-three.  Since  that 
time  the  disease  has  varied  very  nmch  ;  some  of  the  cases  are  distinct 
yellow  fevers  of  a  single  paroxysm,  others  assume  a  remittent  and 
milder  form.  I  find  great  difficulty  in  taking  notes  of  the  cases,  as  the 
patients  enter  the  hospital  after  the  fever  has  gone  off,  and  then  there  is 
scarcely  anything  to  note  ;  gradual  prostration,  injected  eyes,  yellow 
skin  and  black  vomit  forming  all  the  symptoms. 

"  I  have  seen  no  petechiae,  rose  colored  spots  or  sudamina.  In  most' 
of  the  first  cases  a  single  paroxysm  of  fever  was  distinctly  marked  with 
violent  pain  in  the  head,  back  and  limbs,  injected  eyes,  great  oppression 
at  the   prsecordia,  and,  sometimes,  irritability  of  stomach.     Of  these 


126  Phrenology  Vindicated. 

symptoms,  the  tliree  first  are  especially  characteristic  of  the  disease. 
After  liie  hot  sta2,e,  which  lasts  from  ten  to  seventy  or  eighty  hours,  the 
fever  goes  off,  leaving  a  hoi  skin,  slow,  small  pulse,  great  thirst  and  in- 
jection of  the  eyes,  anxiety  of  countenance,  tongue  dry,  red  and  swollen, 
covered  with  a  dark  fur,  and,  sometimes,  delirium.  Black  vomit  now 
comes  on,  with  numerous  stools,  consisting  of  a  similar  liquid.  The 
pulse  sinks,  the  skin  becomes  cold  and  of  a  dark  yellow  color ;  delirium 
goes  off,  the  patient  feels  easier,  lies  quietly  on  his  back,  says  he  is  well, 
and  dies.  On  examination,  after  death,  we  find  violent  infiammaiion  of 
the  stomach,  sometimes  engorgement  of  the  liver  ;  the  gall-bladder  filled 
with  a  greenish-black  bile,  of  the  consistence  of  tar;  the  other  organs 
are  healthy,  but  the  blood  is  very  fluid  and  has  entirely  lost  its 
consistence. 

"  I  have  not  seen  a  case  of  typhous  fever.  Those  which  are  some- 
times called  here  by  that  name,  are  malignant  remittent  fevers,  without 
delirium,  injected  eyes  or  foul  tongue.  Tliere  is  no  diarrhoea,  and  no 
ciiange  in  the  appearance  of  the  skm.  In  several  of  the  cases  the  fever 
subsided  and  leit  the  patient  apparently  convalescent.  At  the  end  of 
two  or  three  days  it  returned,  accompanied  by  diarrhoea  and  sudamina, 
and,  in  one  case,  the  diarrhoea  was  attended  with  such  copious  discharges 
of  blood  from  the  bowels  as  quickly  to  destroy  life. 

Charleston,  August  31,  1838.'' 
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PHRENOLOGY    VINDICATED.* 

That  indefatigable  man,  Dr.  Charles  Caldwell,  whose  spirit  seems  to 
have  no  rest — whose  powers  are  always  active,  and  whose  literary  la- 
bors are  characterized  by  originality  of  thought  as  well  as  vigor  of  ex- 
pression—has written  as  essay  of  1 13  pages,  duodecimo,  bearing  the 
title  of  "  Pkrciioloo;ii  Vindicated  and  AnH-pkrcnoIogij  Uninaskcd,^^  the 
whole  pith  and  bearing  of  which  is  to  [)rove,  by  a  chain  of  irresistible 
fiicts,  that  Dr.  Thomas  Sewall,  of  Washington,  the  author  of  an  "  Exami- 
nation of  Plirtnolo>xii"  in  two  lectures,  is  a  professor  whose  knowledge 
is  limited,  and  whose  two  efforts  were  the  emanations  of  a  prejudiced 
mind  and  a  .siiiail  intellect. 

The  New  York  l*hrenologicaI  Society,  it  appears,  took  a  fatherly  in- 
terest in  the  manuscript  as  soon  as  it  was  ready  for  the  press.  Four 
resiilutions  were  passed — one  of  which  was,  that  "  we  have  heard,  with 
much  pleasure,  of  the  arrival,  in  this  city,  of  Professor  Charles  Caldwell, 
the  acci)m|)lislicd  expounder  and  able  defender  of  phrenological  science," 
&.C.  "  Ilfsidved,  tliat  we  have  also  heard,  with  like  satisfaction,  (hat 
Dr.  Caldwell  has  prepared  a  reply  to  two  published  lectures  of  Dr. 
Sewall,  and  lo  other  anti-phrenologists,  and  that  we  respectfully  solicit  of 
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him  the  manuscript  of  the  same  for  publication."  Thus,  no  sooner  were 
the  materials  of  this  thorough-going  escarotic  mixture  of  words  and 
things  satisfactorily  conipoutided,  than  it  was  seized  upon  with  avidity, 
not,  we  apprehend,  because  it  contained  anything  novel  in  doctrine,  but 
because  it  was  imagined  by  some  one,  with  vindictive  complacency,  that 
it  would  blow  Dr.  Sewall's  reputation  into  indiscernible  atoms.  ISothing 
short  of  Dr.  Sewall's  uiter  professional  annihilation  seems  to  have  been 
contemplated.  Dr.  Caldwell,  without  apology,  accuses  Dr.  Sewall  of 
'■^  plagiarism,  Ulerary  garbling  and  perverltd  qiiofations/'  and  unless  the 
latter  gentleman  can  show  Uiat  the  statements  made  by  his  e.xcited  an- 
tagonist are  also  perverted  and  untrue,  he  will  find  himself  in  a  most 
awkward  predicament,  which  might  be  denominated,  with  good  show  of 
reason,  a  phrenological  purgatory. 

Each  page  shows  the  classical  scholar  ;  and  each  exhibits,  too,  the 
haughty,  uncompromising  zeal  of  one  who  is  conscious  of  being  what 
he  has  the  reputation  of  being — a  profound  investigator,  and  an  un- 
yielding foe  in  controversy.  Happily,  we  cannot  discover  who  is  right 
or  who  is  wrong  in  the  affiur — and,  what  is  personally  very  comforting, 
we  shall  neither  glory  in  the  triumph  of  the  one,  or  mourn  over  the 
downfall  of  the  other.  If  any  one  could  calmly  maintain  his  equanimity 
under  the  provoking  lash  of  such  language  as  the  following,  and  not 
make  an  attempt  to  vindicate  his  character,  he  would  be  undeserving  of 
pity.  "  That  Dr.  Sewall  may  receive  a  foretaste  of  the  manner  in 
which  his  reputation  will  be  dealt  with  by  his  long-incubated  brood,  I  re- 
fer him  to  Milton's  family  picture  of  Satan,  Death  and  Sin.  He  will 
there  see  depicted,  in  suital)le  colors,  strength  and  hatefulness,  the  issue 
of  a  studied  and  stubborn  infringement  of  the  commands  of  Heaven. 
And  no  trait  in  the  appalling  character  of  the  fallen  Arch-angel,  was  more 
sinful  in  itself  or  more  odious  in  the  eye  of  his  offended  Creator,  than 
his  hostility  to  triUh,  which  procured  for  him  the  appellation  of  the 
Father  of  lies." 

Nothing  would  be  gained  to  our  readers,  were  more  liberal  extracts 
introduced  to  our  pages.  Those  who  innately  love  to  tread  the  battle 
ground,  on  the  score  of  gratifying  the  organ  of  combativeness,  must 
read  the  book  for  themselves.  Without  a  dissenting  voice,  we  believe 
there  will  be  an  uniformity  of  opinion  in  this,  viz.  that  it  is  decidedly  a 
revengefully  devised  [)ersonal  attack,  not  at  all  justifiable,  and  totally  in- 
excusable. Because  Dr.  Sewall  disbelieves  in  phrenology — honestly, 
too,  we  doubt  not — one  of  its  al)lest  advocates  and  most  talented  ex- 
pounders pounces  upon  him  with  the  fury  of  a  tiger  and  the  malice  of 
a  fiend. 

Within  the  same  cover  are  two  other  distinct  productions.  One  is 
called  Reese's  Humbug  ;  and  the  other,  a  Valedictory  Address  to  the 
Medical  Graduates  in  Transylvania  University,  delivered  March  15th, 
1837 — to  be  especially  noticed  hereafter. 


Harvard  University — Massachusetts  Medical  College. — The  degree  of 
Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  on  the  following  gentlemen  of  the 
Medical  Class,  on  Commencement  Day,  August  29th,  1838. 

Daniel  Lucius  Adams,  A.M.,  Purulent  Ophthalmia. 

Thomas  Samuel  Blood,  Injlummation  of  the  Mouth. 

Edward  Bradstreet,  A.M.,  Apoplexy. 

Thomas  Mayo  Brewer,  A.M.,  Secale  Cornutum. 

John  Abner  Briggs,  A.M.,  Carcinoma. 
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William  Ward  Cutler,  A. B.,  Organic  Life. 
Samuel  Riinell  Gerry,  Jr.,  A.M.,  Piitumothorax. 
ISathan  Griggs  Gofie,  Palliologij. 
Henry  Lyon,  A.M.,  Moxu. 
Samuel  Mack,  A.M.,  Hernia. 
Olivier  R.)bit;iille,  Tijplwiis  Fever. 
James  Stone,  Jr.,  A.M.,  Croup. 

Nathaniel  Saville  Tucker,  A.M.,  Inflammation  of  the  Kidney. 
W^illiam  Williamson  Wellington,  A.H.,  Smallpox. 
Benjamit)  Hussey  West,  A.M.,  Hernia. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  graduates  for  the  same  year  at  the  semi-annual 

examination,  February  1st,  18.38. 
Samuel  Sumner  Bugbee,  Pneumonia. 
James  Freeman  Colnian,  A.B.,  Counter-irritation. 
Charles  Cutler,  Pneumonia. 
William  Eustis,  A.B.,  Croup. 
Morrison  Oakes,  Asthma. 

Samuel  Parkman,  A.B.,  Fractures  of  the  Thigh. 
Milton  Parker,  Wounds  of  the  Chest. 
Edward  Strong,  A.B.,  Mortification. 

Samuel  Stillman  Whitney,  Sounds  and  Impulse  of  the  Heart. 
John  Harvey  Wright,  A.B.,  Croup. 
Albert  Thompson  Wheelock,  A.M.,  Cutaneous  and  Mucous  Exudation. 

Total,  26.  Walter  Chanmng,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

Boston,  Sept.  17,  1838. 


Quackery  in  Rhode  Island. — A  correspondent,  in  Rhode  Island,  in  a 
postscript  to  a  letter,  refers  to  several  cases  of  recent  occurrence  in  his 
vicinity,  in  which  the  results  of  ignorant  and  improper  medical  treatment 
were  apparent.     He  says  : — 

*'  I  have  been  attending,  within  a  few  days,  a  woman  sick  with  autum- 
nal fever.  Previous  to  29th  ult.  she  had  been  attended  by  a  botanical 
doctor  for  five  or  six  days,  and  by  his  treatment  with  hot  remedies  ('  to 
raise  the  fever  ')  she  had  become  extremely  restless,  the  fauces  inflamed, 
the  tongue  red  and  stiff,  and  deglutition  very  difficult.  She  had  made  up 
her  mind  that  she  had  swallowed  fire  as  long  as  it  was  possible,  and,  die 
or  live,  she  must  give  it  up.  She  is  now  recovering  under  regular 
treatment. 

"  Mrs.  L.  C,  of  this  town,  died  on  2.3th  ult.  from  strang(dated  femoral 
hernia.  For  three  days  from  commencement  of  complaint  she  was 
treated  with  lobelia,  composition  powders,  cayenne,  hot  enemas,  Stc,  by 
a  Thomsonian  doctor,  without  relief,  but  with  great  aggravation  of  the 
com[)laint.  The  Thomsonian  did  not  know,  or  even  suspect,  the  nature 
of  the  woman's  complaint.  The  sin  of  ignorance  is  winked  at  not  as  it 
should  be  in  these  days  of  light  and  knowledge.  It  was  thought  by  the 
physicians  who  were  called  to  see  the  woman,  three  days  before  her 
death,  that  proper  treatment  at  the  commencement  would  have  been  ac- 
companied wilh  an  ea.sy  reduction  of  the  hernia,  and  speedy  relief  of 
the  patient  ;  and  the  prolongation  of  the  valuable  life  of  a  mother,  a 
wife  and  a  kind  neighbor,  would  have  been  the  happy  result." 


Animal  Magneti<i)n    is    all    the    rage  in    London.      Dr.  Elliofson  hn.s  a 
prima  donna  at  the  University  College  Hospital — oue  Elizabeth  O'Key 
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— whose  exhibitions  in  the  mesmerized  state  are  attended  by  wondering 
crowds.  Indeed  we  should  think  the  somnambiile  quite  a  rival  to  some 
of  the  less  popular  actors  at  the  metropolitan  theatres  ;  though,  it  must 
be  confessed,  some  little  lime  would  be  necessary  to  accustom  the  Lon- 
don fashionables  to  wend  their  way  to  the  College  Hospital  instead  of 
Drury  Lane,  for  amusement.  On  the  score  of  decency,  also,  the  latter 
must  be  the  least  exceptionable  ;  for  the  vulgar  profanity  which  is  de- 
tailed in  the  scientific  report  of  these  exhibitions,  as  the  language  of  the 
girl,  is  most  offensive.  It  would  likewise  seem  that  there  is  some  little 
danger  attending  these  exhibitions,  as  we  notice  that  in  one  of  them, 
while  in  a  fit  of  extreme  an<i;er,  her  right  leg  was  kept  mesmerized,  so  that 
she  could  not  use  it,  on  account  of  the  spectators  fearing  that  she  would 
fiy  at  ihem  !  She  is  represented,  however,  as  sufficiently  gentle  and 
modest  when  in  her  natural  state  ;  and  if  so,  evidence  certainly  exists 
either  of  gross  deception  or  of  some  wonderful  effect  produced  by  the 
operator.  We  cannot  now  refer  to  all  the  experiments  which  have  been 
tried  on  this  girl  and  her  sister,  both  of  whom  were  patients  of  the  hos- 
pital ;  but  that  they  are  marvellous  enough,  those  who  have  read  descrip- 
tions of  similar  exhibitions  will  not  doubt.  Catalepsy  .seems  to  have 
been  easily  produced,  and  not  only  by  the  usual  manipulations,  but  also 
by  means  of  magnetized  water.  The  water  would  first  produce  cata- 
lepsy, and  then  a  sleep,  from  which  she  could  only  be  awakened  by  the 
joint  efforts  of  all  who  assisted  in  magnetizing  the  water.  She  has  the 
power,  according  to  the  report,  to  foretell  occurrences  relating  to  her 
disease  and  to  her  sleeping  fits — one  instance  of  which  is  given,  when  a 
fortnight  intervened  between  the  prophecy  and  its  fulfilment.  Indeed 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  bounds  either  to  the  power  of  Dr.  E.  in  pro- 
ducing the  magnetic  phenomena,  or  to  the  variety  and  extent  of  the  pa- 
tient's capacity  while  under  their  influence. 


Camphor  Mixture  in  Dijsentery. — The  following  is  the  formula  for  the 
composition  of  the  medicine  known  as  Hope's  Camphor  Mixture,  and 
which  was  alluded  to  in  Dr.  Gerhard's  lecture  on  dysentery,  lately  pub- 
lished in  this  Journal.  R.  Acidi  nitrosi,  f3i.  ;  mist,  camphorre,  f  3  viij. 
Misce  et  adde  tinct.  opii,  gtt.  xi.  Sig.  One  fourth  part  to  be  taken  every 
three  or  four  hours.  Dr.  Meigs,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Philadelphia 
Medical  Examiner,  says  that  he  has  had  much  success  in  the  use  of  this 
mixture  in  cases  of  dysentery.  He  has  also  found  it  useful  in  cholera, 
ordinary  cholera  morbus,  diarrhoea  and  cholera  infantum.  Mr.  Hope 
considered  that  no  previous  preparation  was  required  for  its  exhibition  in 
cases  of  chronic  dysentery.  The  dose  of  two  ounces  three  times  a  day 
was  quite  sufficient.  The  hands  and  feet  should  be  kept  warm  while 
using  the  medicine,  and  the  body  preserved  from  currents  of  air.  Warm 
barley  water  or  thin  gruel,  and  a  diet  of  sago  or  tapioca,  may  be  used 
at  the  same  time. 


Hydrophobia. — A  correspondent,  a  physician,  wishes  us  to  insert  the 
following  statement  : — "  He  was  called  to  see  a  stout  young  man  on  the 
second  day  of  an  attack  of  hydrophobia,  who  had  been  bitten  by  his  own 
dog  about  four  weeks  previous  to  the  attack.  He  died  the  following 
day.  Two  other  persons  had  been  bitten  at  the  same  time  by  the 
same  dog  ;  they  were  much  alarmed  at  witnessing  the  above-mentioned 
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case,  and  consulted  the  writer,  who  adopted  the  followinor  plan  : — the 
bitten,  or  rather  the  parts  iilcorated  by  the  bites,  were  kept  open  by 
means  of  ung.  sabince.  Tlie  sy.stein  was  kept  free  by  means  of  aperients. 
Piluhe  hydrargyri  of  five  grains,  were  given  to  the  extent  of  from  ten  to 
fifteen  grains  per  diem,  in  order  that  those  glands  which  in  tlie  canine 
species  show  the  peculiarity  ol  their  system,  might  be  for  some  time  af- 
fected. This  plan  was  continued,  in  both  cases,  for  four  or  five  weeks, 
and  al)out  the  end  of  that  time  the  ulcers  healed  very  kindly,  though  the 
ung.  sabincE  had  been  used  the  whole  time.  These  two  individuals  have 
continued  to  enjoy  good  health.  Not  long  after  this,  the  writer  was 
called  to  visit  a  young  woman,  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  had  recently 
been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog.  While  she  was  feeding  two  young  pigs,  the 
dog,  in  passing,  bit  them  both,  and  they  both  became  mad.  The  writer 
calmed  her  fears — requested  a  surgeon  to  incise  the  bitten  [)art  and  bleed 
her  freely  at  the  arm.  Aperients  were  given  for  two  days,  and  the  same 
plan  was  followed  as  in  the  above  detailed  cases.  The  young  female 
has  been  in  cood  health  ever  since." — London  Lancet. 


Antidote  against  Arsenic. — We  have  already  given  an  account  of  the 
experiments  made  with  hydrated  peroxide  of  iron,  as  an  antidote  for  arse- 
nic, and  their  results.  The  following  is  a  remarkable  example  of  the 
efficacy  of  this  means. 

A  baker  finding  the  food  prepared  for  his  pigs  was  devoured  by  the 
rats,  mixed  up  four  ounces  of  arsenic  with  a  quantity  of  flour  and  placed 
it  in  the  troughs,  having  previously  locked  up  his  two  sows  in  a  place  of 
safety.  The  animals,  however,  having  broken  open  the  door,  eat  up  the 
whole  of  the  flour,  and  were  immediately  seized  with  symptoms  of  poi- 
soning. Two  medical  gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood,  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances,  mixed  up  from  two  to  three  pounds  of 
the  peroxide  with  water  and  flour,  and  gave  it  to  the  pigs,  who  drank, 
with  avidity,  about  one  half,  but  refused  to  take  the  re.^t.  The  animals 
were  now  laid  upon  the  ground,  and  a  pound  of  the  antidote  was  forced 
down  their  throats.  The  remedy  was  administered,  in  the  same  quantity, 
at  two  different  times,  and  although  the  animals  continued  in  a  feeble 
state  for  fifteen  days,  they  ultimately  got  quite  well. 

We  trust  the  recital  of  this  case  will  not  be  thrown  away,  but  that  all 
apothecaries  and  druggists  in  the  country  will  provide  themselves  with  a 
remedy  which,  when  timely  administered,  is  a  certain  antidote  to  the 
most  commonly  employed  of  poisons. -^Jourji.  de  Fharm. 


Anatomical  Appointment. — Joseph  Rohy,  M.D.,  late  lecturer  on  Anato- 
my and  Surgery  in  Bowdoin  Collegf!,  JMe.,  has  recently  been  elected 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Overseers,  professor  of  Anatomy  and 
Surgery. 

Mr.    Combe. — This   celebrated    writer    and   lecturer  on     phrenology, 

who    resides    in   Edinburgh,    is  expected  to   arrive    in  Boston    in   about 

a  week.     His    first    course   of  lectures    will    probably  be    delivered    in 
this  city. 

JVitrale  of  Silver  is  recommended  to  bo  rubbed  on  frost-bites. 
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To  Correspondents. — Onr  two  next  numbers  will  contain  a  valuable  report 
from  the  Surgical  Department  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  be 
published  together  next  week. — The  Medical  Essays  from  one  of  our  respected 
Southern  correspondents,  and  Dr.  Davenport's  opertition  on  the  eye,  will  receive 
early  attention. 

Died, — In  Springfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  John  Stone,  aged  74. — In  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  Dr.  Charles  Eldredge,  56,  formerly  President  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical 
Society. — In  Roxbury,  Ms.,  Dr.  Theodore  L.  Webb,  of  Michigan,  30. 

Whole  niiiiiber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eiidinii  September  22,  38.     Males,  20— females,  18. 
ConsiiinpUoii,  6— canker,   1  — bowel  complaint,  H— njarasmus    1— dysenleiy,  ti— epilepsy,  1  — palsy, 
l_typhous  fever,  2— teething,  2— cholera  infanliuii,  2— infantile,  3— Ihruai  distemper,   1 — inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  1— accidental,  1— bilious  fever,  1— canker  in  the  bowels,  J— dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 
— old  age,  2 — cancer,  1. 

MASSACHUSETTS    MKDICAL    SOCIETY— COUNSELLORS'    MEETING. 

A  STATED  meeting  of  the  Couiisellnrs  of  the  .Massachusetts  Medical   Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Society's  Room,  Atheiisuin  Building,  Pearl  street,  on   Wednesday,  October  3,  at  II  o'clock,  A.M. 

S.  D.  TOVViVSENl),  Recording  Secretary. 
Sept.  26— 2w 

UNIVERSITY     OF    THE     STATE     OF    NEW     YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEOKS    OF    KEW    YORK. 
The  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  continue  for 
four  months. 

J.  Augustine  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiolrgy. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.J).,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  (Lectures  at  the  New  York 
Hospital.) 

Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

Edward  Delafield,  M.I).,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

ioHS  B.  Beck,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Tobrev,  M  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinelander,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Analoiny. 

Alban  G.  Smith,  M.I).,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

The  e.xpense  of  attending  a  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  $108. 

Attendance  upon  two  complete  courses  of  Lectures  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  student  to  present 
himself  for  graduation,  one  of  which  must  have  been  attended  at  this  College.  He  must  also  have 
studied  medicine  three  years,  and  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Two  opportunities  in  each  year  are  atforded  for  graduation  ;  one  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  and 
one  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

The  examination  of  Candidates  for  the  Spring  graduation  commences  on  the  first  of  Maich,  and 
for  the  Fall  graduation  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  in  September. 

CaUeire  Building.— Duuitg  the  last  year,  the  new  and  extensive  College  edifice  in  Crosby  Street  has 
been  completed.  In  its  construction,  no  efiVirt  has  been  spared  to  provide  within  its  walls  every  ;ic- 
cominodation  that  may  be  necessary  for  carry  ins  on  the  business  of  instruction  in  the  various  depait- 
nients  of  Medical  Science,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  no  one  respect  will  it  lie  found  wanting  in  the 
great  objects  for  which  it  was  designed.  To  the  planning  of  the  Anatomical  part  of  the  building, 
especial  attention  has  been  paid,  with  the  view  of  furnishing  every  convenience  and  accommodation 
th.it  may  be  reijuired  for  teaching  Anatomy,  as  well  as  for  private  dissection.  In  addition  to  the 
public  dissecting  room,  a  number  of  snialier  rooms  have  been  fitted  up,  where  Anatomical  inves- 
tigations may  be  pursued  in  a  more  retired  and  private  manner. 

JVe«)  York  Ho.^pUal.— This  Institution  accommodates  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  and  pre- 
sents every  variety  of  disease  and  accident  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable.  Situated  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city,  and  within  a  few  minutes  walk  of  the  College,  it  possesses  the  great  advantage  of 
being  easy  of  access,  without  any  loss  of  time,  and  the  students  have  daily  opportunities  of  witness- 
ing the  practice  of  the  house. 

JVetti  York  Ear  and  Eye  Injirmary. —TUe  average  number  of  patients  who  resort  annually  to  thi«  In- 
sitution,  for  professional  advice,  amounts  to  upwards  of  one  thousand.  It  thus  furnishes  the  amplest 
field  for  observation  and  instruction  in  the  various  diseases  of  the  Eve  and  Ear.  It  is  opened  gratui- 
tously to  the  students  of  the  College.  J.   AUGUSTINE  S.MITH,  M.D.,  PresideiU. 

N.  H.  DERING,  'S\.D.,  Registrar. 

Mew  York,  June  25,  1838.  Aug  29— tNl 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Yale  College  begins  on  Thursday,  November  1st,  1838,  and  it 
continues  seventeen  weeks.     The  several  hrtmches  are  taught  as  follows,  viz. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by  -        -        -        Eli  Ives,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  -----    Benjamin  Silliman,  M.D.  and  LL.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  by  -       -        William  Ti  lly,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        -    Jonathan  Knirhi,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by  .-.-..-        Timothy  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by    -        -        -        -        -     Ch.>rles  Hooker.  M.D. 
The  matriculation  fee  and  contingent  bill  are$7,.50;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,   Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Materia  Medica,  and  Theory  and  Practice,  are  $12,.'>0  each,  and  for  Obstetrics  .$6.00 — amounting  to 
$70,00— the  whole  to  be  paid  in  advance.    The  graduation  fee  is  $15,00. 

Yale  College,  Aug.  16,  Ki38.  A29— 6w  CHAS.  HOOKER,  Secretary. 


132  Medical  Advertisements. 

MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Tke  siih'cribRrs  are  associated  for  ilie  pur|)ose  uf  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  rollowina  terms  : 

The  (iiiiiil.-'  will  he  admiited  lo  ilie  praciice  oftlie  Massaclnisetts  Oeneral  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lecdires  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instrur.iion,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  pnhlir  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Dr.  CHAitnina. 
On  Physiology,  Paiholoijy, 'riierapeniics,  and  Materia  iMedica,  -  -     "       Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  .        -        -        .        .  "      Dr.  Otis. 

On   Anatomy,         .-_.  ......  .  "       Ur.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  L.i!;iH3  and  fuel  wiihant  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  ^10) — to  he  paid  in  advanre.  Nocredit  eiven,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Rostori,  nor  for  a  longer  period  lh,-.n  six  nionlhs. 

A  )plications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Chauning,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Treniont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHA.NiMNG, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

Vhe  Lectures  will  begin  at  the  Collejie  in  Mason  street,  first  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  .M.,  and  continue  three  mniitlis.  Kor  a  inntith  afier,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  .Medical  Collei'e,  and  attendance  at  llie  Hospital,  will  also  he  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  ....  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren. 

Midwifery  and  Aledical  Jurisprudence,  by        ....  Dr.CH«NMNG. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  ....        Dr.  Bir.ELow. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         ...  Dr.  G.  Havward. 

Chemistry ,  by  -  ---.-.  Dr.  AVerster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         ....  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Circulars  of  the  -Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  mav  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CIIANNING, 
Boston,  July  2.3,  1838,  Aug  1— tN  Dean  of  the  Faculiy  of  Medicine. 

FALLI.NG   OF  THE   WOMB   CURED   BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'.S  UTERO  AI5IJ0MINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapsus  Uteri,  or  Falling  nf  the  IVomh.nuiX  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instriinieiit  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  rtsturalion  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  careluily  and  properly  fitted  lo  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably aff.irds  the  most  immediate  iniinunity  from  tlie  distressing  ^'drugging  and  bearing-dorm''^ 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceial  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Supporter  is  of  simple  constrnciion,  ami  can  he  applied  by  tliepatient  without  fnrtlier  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  Ulero-^bdummaL  Huppurters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  sreat  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing t(>  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  Delafield, 
M.O., Professor  of  .Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  .Midwifery  in  the 
difTereiit  .Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledse  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  3very  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  '1  russes  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  tlie  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  npiii  its  enveloi^e. 

AMOS   G.  HULL,  Ortice  i  Vescy  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  inslrnments,  all  orders 
addressed  to  tliem  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  &,   REED, 

Jan.  .3.  lyreop  24  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

SCHOOL    FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.  The  advantages  of  the  .Massachusetts  (Jcueral  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  he  secured  to  the  pupils;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  a  Horded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  iiilcnded  lo  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Meilicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Rigelow. 

On  Anatomy  and  Surcerv,  by Dn.  Retnolds. 

Oil  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by        ------        -        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physioiosv  and  PatboUiL'V,  by -     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissrcliotis  xvill  be  carried  on  throiiiihout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  .-^iirgery  will  he  given  in  the  inti-rv.il  between  the  .Medical  Lectures  of  Harvaid  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB   BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
B.iston,  August  17,  I«3fi.  D.   Ill' M  PIIREYS  STORER, 
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REPORT   OF  THE  SURGICAL  CASES  AND   OPERATIONS   THAT  HAVE 
OCCURRED  IN   THE  MASSACHUSETTS   GENERAL   HOSPITAL, 

FROM    MAY    12,    1S37,    TO    MAY    12,    1838, 

BY    GEORGE    HAYWARD,    M.D.,    SURGEON    TO    THE    HOSPITAL. 

(Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.) 

In  consequence  of  the  absence  in  Europe  of  my  respected  friend  and 
colleague,  John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  the  surgical  department  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  has  been  under  my  exclusive  care  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  The  number  of  patients  and  operations  has  not  va- 
ried materially  from  that  of  former  years,  nor  has  there  been  any  essen- 
tial difference  in  the  character  of  the  diseases  that  have  come  under 
treatment. 

A  report,  therefore,  of  all  the  cases,  will  enable  any  one,  who  will 
give  himself  the  trouble  to  examine  it,  to  form  a  tolerably  just  notion  of 
the  kind  of  diseases  that  are  usually  met  with  in  the  surgical  depart- 
ment of  this  institution. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  well  to  observe,  that  the  hospital  cannot  con- 
veniently accommodate  more  than  sixty  patients.  The  average  number 
is  a  little  more  than  fifty  ;  about  half  of  these  are  medical,  and  the  rest 
surgical.  There  are  from  twenty  to  thirty  free  patients ;  the  others  pay 
various  prices,  according  to  the  apartments  they  occupy,  the  lowest 
sum  being  three  dollars  a  week. 

The  number  of  operations  is  large,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
patients  ;  as  many  persons  resort  to  the  hospital,  from  various  parts  of 
New  England,  for  the  purpose  of  undergoing  operations. 

When  1  entered  on  my  duties  at  the  hospital,  May  12th,  1837,  there 
were  27  surgical  patients  in  the  house,  and  195  were  admitted  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  222.     Of  these,  there  were 

Discharged  as  well        -------86 

Much  relieved -         -         -40 

Relieved 38 

Not  relieved 22 

Died 13 

Unfit 3 

Eloped 1 

Transferred  to  the  Physician     ----..       2 
Remaining  in  the  house  May  12th,  1S3S        -         -         -         17 

"222 
9 
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Of  the  thirteen  deaths,  it  should  be  observed  that  teh  of  them  were 
the  result  of  violent  injury  ;  six  of  the  patients  died  within  twenty-four 
hours  of  the  accident,  and  the  other  four  lingered  from  five  to  eighteen 
days.  Of  the  three  oilier  fatal  cases,  one  was  from  an  affection  of  the 
lungs.  Tiie  patient  had  undergone  an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the 
breast,  by  Dr.  Warren,  in  April.  The  wound,  however,  had  entirely 
healed.  Another  died  of  fungus  haematodes  within  the  abdomen  ;  and 
the  other  of  phthisis,  having  been  admitted  on  account  of  scrofulous  ul- 
cers in  the  neck. 

It  may  well  be  doubted  whether  it  is  proper  to  swell  the  bill  of  mor- 
tality of  the  hospital,  by  including  in  it  those  who  die  almost  imniediately 
upon  admission.  They  have  not  at  any  time  been  patients  of  the  house, 
as  they  are  altogether  beyond  the  reach  of  art  when  they  enter.  Of  the 
six  of  whom  1  spoke  above  as  dying  within  twenty -four  hours,  scarcely 
one  of  them  was  able  to  swallow  after  his  entrance.  By  including  them 
among  the  patients  who  have  died  at  the  hospital,  it  gives  an  exagge- 
rated notion  of  the  mortality  that  occurs  there. 

The  following  table  shows  the  diseases  and  injuries  with  which  the 
patients  were  afflicted,  who  were  in  the  surgical  department  of  the  hos- 
pital during  the  last  year.  It  will  probably  be  perceived  by  this,  that 
the  number  of  cases  exceeded,  somewhat,  the  number  of  patients.  This 
is  to  be  accounted  for,  in  part,  by  the  fact  that  a  few  out-patients  are 
included  in  the  table  ;  but  more  from  the  circumstance  that  some  per- 
sons, who  were  admitted  on  account  of  one  disease,  became  affected  with 
another  while  in  the  hospital.  This  was  the  case  with  the  eight  indivi- 
duals who  had  erysipelas,  and  the  two  who  had  eczema.  The  difference, 
however,  is  not  important,  as  there  were  only  sixteen  more  cases  than 
there  were  patients,  and  ten  of  these  were  of  the  two  diseases  just  named. 

List  of  Surgical  Cases  inider  treatment  during  the  year  commencing  May 
12,  1S37,  a7id  ending  May  12,  1838. 


Abscess         .... 

7 

Erysipe 

las        -         -         -         -     8 

"       lumbar 

. 

2 

Fissure 

of  palate             -         -         1 

Ankle,  scrofulous  disease  of 

3 

(( 

rectum     -         -         -     1 

Ascites          .... 

1 

Fistula 

in  ano        -         -         -         5 

Burn        .... 

. 

2 

" 

of  urethra     -         -         -     2 

Cancer  of  breast    ... 

7 

Fractures  of  cranium     -         .         2 

face 

- 

1 

" 

lower  jaw,  simple        2 

"         mouth 

1 

(( 

"         compound  4 

"         tongue 

- 

2 

(1 

clavicle          -         -     1 

Cataract        .... 

1 

" 

spine          -         -         2 

Contusion 

- 

4 

<i 

humerus        -         -     2 

"         of  hip-joint     - 

2 

(( 

olecranon             -         1 

Calculus,   biliary,   with   fistulous 

11 

ulna      -         -         -     1 

opening  near  umbilicus 

- 

1 

IC 

hand,  compound  and 

Conjunctivitis,  purulent 

1 

comminuted    -         1 

Deformity  from  accident    - 

. 

1 

11 

ribs       ...     3 

"              "     rheumatism 

1 

11 

thigh          -         -         6 

Dislocations  of  ishoulder 

1 

11 

patella  -         -         -     1 

ankle 

. 

2 

" 

leg,  simple          -       10 

Eczema        .... 

2 

" 

"     comp.  and  com.    7 
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Fractures  of  both  leg's,  comp.  and 

Paraplegia  from  injury 

1 

comminuted 

1 

"          following  dysentery 

1 

"             toes,  comp,  and  com. 

1 

Paronychia       .... 

1 

Fungus  haematodes  of  antrum 

1 

Polypus  of  the  nose 

1 

"               "           on  abdomen 

1 

Prolapsus  ani    -         .         .         - 

2 

"               "           of  breast 

1 

Prostate  gland,  disease  of 

2 

"               "                muscles  in 

Retina,  morbid  sensibility  of 

1 

pelvis 

1 

Scrofula  of  nose    - 

1 

Gonorrhoea       -         -         -         - 

2 

lip           ... 

2 

Gryposis,  or  inverted  toe  nail 

1 

.  "           glands  in  neck 

3 

Hare-lip        ...         - 

1 

"                 "          groin 

2 

Hemiplegia       .... 

1 

"           joints 

1 

Hemorrhoids,  internal  and  external  3 

Shoulder,  disease  of          -         - 

1 

Hip  disease            ... 

6 

Sprain  of  wrist      ... 

1 

Hydrocele.        .... 

1 

Submaxillary  gland,  enlarged    - 

1 

Hernia,  femoral     ... 

1 

Spine,  disease  of  - 

1 

Inflammation,  local  ^ 

4 

Syphilis 

4 

"              of  periosteum 

1 

Testicle,  swelled   ... 

4 

"                   muc.  membrane 

"        medullary  sarcoma  of 

1 

of  bladder 

1 

Tinea  ciliaris    -         -         -         - 

2 

"                   hernial  sac 

3 

Tumors,  various  kinds  - 

4 

"                      do.  (sloughing)  X 

"         ovarian        ... 

1 

Injury,  general,  from  accident 

3 

"        hydatid  of  breast 

1 

"             "           "      gunpowder 

2 

"         chronic  mammary 

2 

"      frost 

1 

"         encysted  over  patella 

1 

Iritis,  idiopathic     ... 

1 

"        blue,  of  sclerotica 

1 

"      syphilitic          -      '  - 

3 

Ulcers,  various          ... 

9 

"      chronic         ... 

1 

"       scrofulous 

3 

Irritable  breasts         ... 

1 

"       varicose,with  varicose  veins  4 

Knee  joint,  disease  of    - 

8 

"       of  throat 

1 

Mercurial  sore  mouth 

1 

"       of  the  cornea 

1 

Necrosis  of  craifiium,  with  epilepsy  1 

Varicose  veins           ... 

1 

"           elbow-joint 

1 

Wounds,  lacerated 

3 

Naevus  maternus       ... 

1 

"         contused    .         -         - 

6 

Neuralgia     .... 

3 

"         punctured 

3 

Opacity  of  cornea      ... 

1 

Wrist,  inflammation  of      - 

1 

On  some  of  these  cases  I  shall  offer  a  few  remarks. 

Erysipelas. — Only  eight  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  surgical 
department  of  the  hospital  during  the  year,  and  all  of  them  terminated 
favorably.  There  has  probably  not  been  another  year  within  the  last 
twelve,  in  which  there  has  not  been  a  death  in  the  hospital  from  erysi- 
pelas. It  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  a  great  annoyance.  It 
frequently  attacks  patients  after  surgical  operations,  and  those  who  have 
suffered  from  accident,  and  very  often  assumes  a  malignant  form. 

We  are  left  to  conjecture  as  to  its  cause.  It  cannot  be  from  want  of 
cleanliness,  for  our  institution  may  safely  challenge  a  comparison,  in  this 
respect,  with  any  other  of  the  same  kind,  either  in  Europe  or  this  country. 

It  seems,  however,  to  be  certain,  that  the  exhalations  from  the  bodies 
of  sick  persons,  when  a  number  are  confined  in  the  same  apartment,  are 
capable  of  producing  an  atmosphere  that  will  generate  the  disease,  with- 
out changing,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  sensible  qualities  of  the  air.     1 
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have  been  led  to  believe,  by  observation  to  some  extent  on  the  subject, 
that  this  atmosphere  was  much  more  readily  produced  by  those  patients 
who  had  large  suppurating  surfaces,  than  by  others,  who  were  not  afl'ect- 
ed  in  this  way. 

Admitting  this  to  be  true,  and  of  its  truth  1  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  the  obvious  dictate  of  common  sense  is  to  change  the  air  in  the 
wards  of  the  hospital  as  often  as  possible,  so  as  to  substitute  pure  air  for 
that  which  has  been  contaminated.  This  is  not  so  easily  effected  as  at 
first  it  might  seem  to  be.  It  is  difficult  to  do  it  in  the  spring  and  au- 
tumn, when  the  weather  is  sufficiently  mild  to  enable  us  to  dispense  with 
fires,  but  at  the  same  time  so  cool  as  to  require  the  windows  to  be  closed 
at  night.  It  is  also  difficult  in  winter,  without  the  consumption  of  a 
large  quantity  of  fuel,  and  probably  the  best  ventilator  is  an  old-fashioned 
open  fire-place,  but  every  one  knows  that  it  is  not  the  most  economical 
mode  of  warming  a  room.  There  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  that  erysipelas 
is  much  more  common  in  those  hospitals  that  are  warmed  by  furnaces, 
than  in  those  that  are  not.  The  fire  is  usually  allowed  to  go  down  at 
night,  the  ventilator  is  frequently  closed  to  keep  the  apartment  agreeably 
warm,  and  consequently  the  patients  must  inhale  for  several  hours  the 
foul  air. 

This  may  not  be  true  in  all  institutions  that  are  warmed  in  this  w-ay  ; 
but  it  certainly  was  in  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital.  A  change 
in  this  respect  was  made  the  last  autumn  ;  the  ventilators  are  now  so  ar- 
ranged that  they  cannot  be  closed  by  the  patients  or  nurses  ;  and  to  ren- 
der the  ventilation  more  perfect,  the  upper  panels  of  the  doors  of  each 
ward,  communicating  with  the  entries  which  are  not  warmed  by  artificial 
heat,  were  removed,  and  the  holes,  thus  made,  kept  open  during  the 
winter.  Not  a  death  from  erysipelas  has  occurred  in  the  hospital  since 
this  change  has  been  made,  nor  has  the  disease,  during  the  last  year, 
been  of  the  formidable  character  which  it  frequently  assumes.  More 
extensive  observation,  however,  is  necessary  to  determine  whether  this 
favorable  change  is  owing  to  the  cause  to  which  I  have  just  alluded. 

A  moist  atmosphere  is  also  supposed  by  some  to  be  favorable  to  the 
production  of  erysipelas.  It  has  been  thought  to  be  more  connnon  and 
more  malignant  in  those  hospitals  in  which  the  floors  are  frequently 
washed,  than  in  those  in  which  they  are  kept  chjan  by  dry  rubbing.  The 
moisture  may  have  an  effect  in  diffusing  the  miasmata,  and  perhaps  ren- 
dering them  active,  when  they  might  have  been  harmless  in  a  dry  atmos- 
phere. The  floors  of  the  wards  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
are  daily  washed,  and  the  air  is  often  more  moist  than  is  agreeable. 

There  are  certainly  some  facts  that  favor  the  opinion  that  moisture 
has  something  to  do  with  the  production  of  this  disease,  but  enough  is 
not  yet  known  on  this  point  to  enable  us  to  form  a  satisfactory  opinion 
on  the  subject. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  that  I  have  seen  nothing  to  lead  to  the 
belief  that  erysipelas  is  propagated  by  contagion.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  never  spreads  in  this  way,  but  merely  that  no  fact  has  come  un- 
der my  obscrvati(jn,  either  in  hospital  or  private  practice,  that  gives  the 
slightest  countenance  to  this  notion. 
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It  is  well  known  that  great  diversity  of  opinion  lias  existed,  and  still 
continues  to  exist,  as  to  tlie  treatment  of  erysipelas.  Two  very  opposite 
courses  have  been  adopted,  and  the  advocates  of  each  have  claimed  a 
great  degree  of  success  for  their  method.  One  of  these  consists  in  ad- 
ministering tonics,  particularly  cinchona,  in  some  of  its  forms,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  attack  ;  and  the  other,  in  depletion,  treating  it  as 
a  purely  inflammatory  affection.  It  is  very  questionable  whether  either 
of  these  methods  is  adapted  to  a  majority  of  cases.  There  are  but  few 
patients,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  that  will  be  benefited  by  bark  through  all 
the  stages  of  erysipelas  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  though  depletion  is  un- 
questionably highly  useful  to  some  at  the  onset,  there  are  not  many  who 
who  will  not  derive  advantage  from  tonics  before  the  termination  of  the 
disease.  In  fact,  they  may  be  given  with  advantage  earlier,  and  to  a 
greater  extent,  than  in  almost  any  other  complaint.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  the  class  of  subjects  that  are  met  with  in  hospital  practice,  per- 
sons for  the  most  part  whose  constitutions  are  impaired  or  broken  down 
by  previous  disease  or  excess. 

The  sulphate  of  quinine  is  perhaps  the  best  preparation,  and  the  quan- 
tity given  should  not  be  less  than  half  a  drachm  in  twenty-four  hours ; 
in  fact,  patients  are  often  benefited  by  a  much  larger  quantity. 

When  bloodletting  is  required,  topical  bleeding  is  all  that  I  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  using,  and  this  I  believe  is  all  that  is  required.  I  have 
not  resorted  to  incisions,  though  they  were  much  recommended  at  one 
time,  because  it  is  difficult  to  limit  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  in  this 
way,  and  because  fatal  effects  have  sometimes  resulted  from  them. 
Punctures  made  with  a  lancet  in  the  inflamed  part  are  equally  efficacious, 
and  perfectly  safe  ;  but  there  is  no  objection,  that  1  am  av.are  of,  to  the 
application  of  leeches,  and  these  I  employ  to  a  great  extent,  and  appa- 
rently in  many  cases  with  very  great  benefit.  They  should  be  applied 
on  the  sound  skin,  and  it  is  very  unusual  for  the  inflammation  to  extend 
beyond  the  part  on  which  they  have  been  applied.  This  is  certainly 
remarkable,  as  leeches  are  supposed  occasionally  to  produce  erysipela- 
tous inflammation,  especially  when  applied  about  the  face. 

Local  bleeding  is  the  only  topical  remedy  that  I  regard  as  of  much 
value  in  the  treatment  of  erysipelas.  This  opinion  may  excite  surprise. 
Great  confidence  is  placed  by  some  in  mercurial  ointment,  the  nitrate  of 
silver,  diluted  alcohol,  lead  water  and  cold  lotions,  while  others  prefer 
warm  applications.  I  must  confess  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  satisfy 
myself  that  any  one  of  these  has  the  slightest  power  of  arresting  the  dis- 
ease, nor  much  in  mitigating  its  violence.  My  practice,  therefore,  is  to 
use  that  which  is  most  comfortable  to  the  patient. 

The  efficacy  of  local  applications  in  erysipelas  has  probably  been  very 
much  overrated.  No  one  places  any  reliance  on  them  in  measles  or 
smallpox,  because  they  are  constitutional  diseases ;  and  does  not  the 
same  reason  apply  with  equal  force  to  erysipelas  ?  Local  bleeding  is  un- 
doubtedly in  many  cases  useful,  but  this  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  topical 
remedy  only. 

In  severe  cases,  the  disease  is  usually  preceded  by  a  chill,  with  intense 
pain  in  the  head  and  back,  and  this  is  followed  by  great  heat.    These 
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symptoms,  for  the  most  part,  occur  before  any  change  takes  place  in  the 
appearance  of  the  skin. 

An  active  emetic,  followed  by  a  purgative,  and  this  succeeded  by  some 
mild  diaphoretic,  as  the  liquid  acetate  of  ammonia,  seem  to  be  the  only 
general  remedies  that  are  called  for  in  the  first  few  days  of  the  disease. 
At  a  very  early  period,  however,  quinine  and  other  tonics,  with  a  gene- 
rous diet,  can  be  given  to  advantage,  especially  to  patients  of  feeble 
habits  of  body.  Under  this  course  I  have  often  seen  the  pulse  become 
stronger  and  less  frequent,  and  the  mind  lose  the  wildness  which  is  very 
apt  to  attend  erysipelas,  especially  when  it  attacks  the  head  and  face. 

A  liquid  diet,  of  the  mildest  possible  kind,  I  believe  to  be  best  in  the 
early  stages ;  but  if  the  disease  assume  a  severe  form,  generous  and  even 
stimulating  food  will  be  found  requisite.  Wine,  wine  whey,  wine  and 
water,  and  malt  liquors,  are  often  useful,  and  in  the  low  forms  of  the 
disease,  especially  in  patients  with  feeble  and  shattered  constitutions,  I 
am  confident  that  I  have  prescribed  alcohol  with  advantage.* 

Fracture  of  the  Loiccr  Jaw. — Six  cases  of  this  accident  were  admit- 
ted into  the  hospital  during  the  year.  Two  of  them  were  simple,  and 
four  compound  fractures  ;  and  I  should  think  that  this  was  not  far  from 
the  usual  proportion,  judging  merely  from  my  own  practice.  The  jaw 
is  covered  on  the  inside  with  so  thin  a  layer  of  soft  parts,  that  the  injury 
which  is  sufiicienily  violent  to  cause  the  fracture,  is  in  many  cases  power- 
ful enough  to  lacerate  these. 

]\Iy  purpose  in  noticing  these  accidents,  however,  is  to  speak  of  a 
simple  mode  of  treatment,  which  is  applicable  to  many  cases,  and  which 
I  have  frequently  found  very  efficacious.  When  the  bone  is  not  com- 
minuted, and  there  are  teeth  on  each  side  of  the  fracture,  the  ends  of 
the  bone  can  be  kept  in  exact  apposition  by  passing  a  silver  wire  or 
strong  thread  around  these  teeth,  and  lying  it  tightly.  In  several  cases 
of  fracture  of  the  jaw,  in  which  the  bone  was  broken  in  one  place  only, 
I  have,  in  the  course  of  the  last  few  years,  adopted  this  practice  with 
entire  success,  and  without  the  aid  of  any  other  means.  It  will  be  found 
very  useful,  also,  as  an  auxiliary,  in  more  severe  cases,  in  which  it  may 
be  required  to  use  splints  and  bandages,  or  to  insert  a  piece  of  cork  be- 
tween the  jaws,  as  recommended  by  Delpech.  It  recpiires  some  mecha- 
nical dexterity  to  apply  the  thread  neatly  ;  but  in  large  cities  we  can 
avail  ourselves  of  the  skill  of  dentists  for  this  purpose,  and  1  have  in  this 
way  been  frequently  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Solo- 
mon Keep. 

Fractures  of  the  Thigh. — When  this  accident  occurs  below  the  mid- 
dle of  the  bone,  it  is  usually  treated  at  the  hospital  by  extension  and 
counter-extension.  The  apparatus  used  for  this  purpose  is  a  modifica- 
tion of  Desault's,  the  modilication  consisting  principally  in  the  adaptation 
of  a  screw  to  the  cross  piece  which  connects  the  splints  together  at  the 
bottom,  and  to  this  screw  is  attached  the  band  or  sock  which  passes 
around  the  ankle.     By  tliis  means  the  extension  is  made  more  in  the 

•  I  am  happy  to  stale  ttmt  not  a  case  of  erysipelas  has  occurred  in  tlie  hospital  during  the  last  six 
monltaa. 
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direction  of  the  axis  of  the  bone,  than  by  the  original  machine,  and   the 
fractured  surfaces  are  consequently  brought  more  in  contact. 

The  objections  that  are  often  made  to  this  apparatus,  I  have  not  found 
to  hold  good  to  any  extent  in  practice.  It  rarely  produces  much  irrita- 
tion in  the  perinasum  ;  1  have  never  seen  ulceration  there  but  once  from 
this  cause,  and  this  was  in  a  patient  of  a  peculiarly  irritable  habit.  It  is 
more  apt  to  give  trouble  about  the  ankle,  on  which  the  extending  band 
is  applied,  and  I  have  seen  the  heel  ulcerate  and  slough  in  a  few  cases. 
These  ulcers  are  exceedingly  obstinate.  Something,  no  doubt,  may  be 
done  to  prevent  them  by  careful  attention,  but  they  will  occasionally 
occur,  even  when  the  utmost  vigilance  is  employed. 

Another  inconvenience  which  sometimes  follows  the  use  of  this  appa- 
ratus, is  the  stiffness  of  the  knee.  I  have  never  known  this,  however, 
to  be  permanent ;  but  it  often  continues  several  weeks,  and  is  in  some 
instances  quite  troublesome. 

Notwithstanding  these  objections,  I  prefer  this  apparatus  to  any  other 
that  1  have  ever  used  for  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  shaft  of  the  thigh 
bone,  below  the  middle.  Fractures  of  the  condyles  of  course  require  a 
different  mode.  In  the  great  majority  of  those  cases  which  1  have  seen 
treated  in  this  way,  there  was  but  little  if  any  shortening,  deformity  or 
lameness,  and  the  patients  hardly  suffered  at  all  while  under  treatment. 

I  am  aware  that  writers  urge  many  other  objections  to  this  apparatus, 
but  1  feel  confident  that  most  of  these  are  theoretical,  and  are  advanced 
by  those  who  have  never  given  it  a  trial,  or  have  used  it  perhaps  in  cases 
where  the  fracture  is  high  up,  and  in  which  I  have  no  doubt  that  other 
means  will  be  found  more  useful. 

Mr.  Amesbury's  apparatus  for  fractures  in  the  lower  half  of  the  thigh 
bone,  I  have  never  employed,  merely  because  the  one  I  was  accustomed 
to  answered  the  purpose  so  well. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  in  fractures  of  the  upper  third  of 
the  thigh,  the  modified  apparatus  of  Desault  does  not  do  so  well  as  when 
the  bone  is  broken  lower  down.  This  is  especially  true  in  fractures  of 
the  neck  of  the  bone,  either  within  or  exterior  to  the  capsular  ligament. 
Some  have  supposed  that  when  the  fracture  is  entirely  within  the  liga- 
ment, bony  union  never  takes  place,  whatever  treatment  may  be  adopt- 
ed. But  this  is  not  correct,  for  there  are  well  authenticated  cases  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  no  doubt  difficult  to  effect  bony  union  in  this  accident, 
because  the  head  of  the  bone,  when  thus  detached,  is  nourished  only  by 
the  vessels  of  the  round  ligament,  and  because  it  is  not  easy  to  keep  the 
fractured  surfaces  in  contact  and  the  parts  completely  at  rest.  But 
even  ligamentary  union  will  be  much  more  complete  if  these  circumstances 
are  attended  to,  than  if  they  are  neglected;  for  if  the  parts  are  not  kept 
together,  the  ligament  will  be  much  longer  than  it  otherwise  would  be, 
and  the  limb  consequently  less  useful. 

When  the  fracture  is  high  up,  there  are  of  course  more  muscles  in- 
serted into  the  lower  fragment,  and  consequently  there  is  greater  danger 
of  displacement,  than  when  the  fracture  is  lower  down,  and  it  is  also 
more  difficult  to  confine  the  pelvic  portion  of  the  thigh  bone.  Something 
more  than  mere  extension  and  counter-extension  is  frequently  necessary 
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to  brino-  the  fractured  surfaces  in  apposition  under  these  circumstances ; 
and  it  is  very  important  that  steady  pressure  should  be  made  so  as  to 
keep  them  in  close  contact.  Every  one,  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  the 
treatment  of  fractures,  knows  how  great  a  power  pressure  exerts  in  bring- 
ing about  a  bony  union. 

Now  Desault's  apparatus  is  not  calculated  to"  make  this  pressure,  and 
some  have  thought  tliat  in  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  the 
inner  splint  is  apt  to  separate  the  fragments  by  pushing  the  lower  portion 
outward. 

There  are  other  indications  which  are  not  perfectly  answered  by  this 
machine,  when  the  fracture  is  high  up.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak 
of  these,  as  it  is  not  my  object  to  make  a  treatise  on  the  subject,  but 
merely  to  notice  an  apparatus  which  I  think  accomplishes  the  intention 
of  the  surgeon  more  completely  than  any  other  that  1  have  ever  seen. 
This  is  Mr.  Amesbury's  fracture-bed.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe 
it,  as  no  description  would  be  intelligible  without  drav/ings,  and  its  con- 
struction is  so  simple  that  it  would  be  readily  understood  by  any  one 
who  wished  to  use  it.  It  is  adapted  to  all  fractures  of  the  thigh,  occur- 
ring in  the  upper  third  of  the  bone,  requiring  slight  modification  in  each 
case,  and  so  constructed  that  the  part  on  wliich  the  thigh  is  to  rest  can 
be  made  longer  or  shorter,  as  may  be  necessary  to  adapt  it  to  the  size 
of  the  patient.  During  the  last  year  I  have  used  it  several  times  ;  in 
one  case  of  a  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the  bone  within  the  capsular  liga- 
ment, and  in  another  of  the  neck  exterior  to  it.  Both  of  these  did  well. 
There  was  scarcely  any  lameness  or  shortening  of  the  limb,  and  the  pa- 
tients suffered  but  little  while  under  treatment. 

There  was  recently  a  patient  in  the  hospital  with  a  fracture  just  below 
the  great  trochanter,  who  used  this  fracture-bed.  He  was  placed  upon 
it  immediately  after  the  accident,  and  kept  there  five  weeks,  and  was 
perfectly  comfortable  during  the  whole  time.  He  has  recovered  the 
entire  use  of  his  limb,  without  any  perceptible  lameness  or  shortening. 

Gonorrhwa. — But  few  patients  with  this  disease  or  syphilis  come  to 
the  hospital.  None  are  received  there  on  free  beds  ;  and  from  those 
who  pay,  something  more  is  required  than  from  those  laboring  under 
other  diseases. 

For  several  years  past  I  have  laid  aside  entirely  injections,  in  the 
treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  and  have  substituted  for  them  balsam  copaiva, 
or  cubebs,  or  both,  according  to  circumstances.  I  have  rarely  found  co- 
paiva alone  suflicient  for  the  management  of  the  disease.  It  very  fre- 
quently produces  an  annoying  cutaneous  eruption  before  it  has  effected 
the  piu'pose  for  which  it  is  given,  and  we  are  obliged  to  lay  it  aside. 
Cubebs  has  been  more  often  successful  in  my  hands.  This  I  give  in 
doses  varying  from  a  scruple  to  a  drachm,  three  times  a  day,  in  powder. 
It  may  be  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  and  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  ardor  urini,  it  usually  lessens  it. 

When  cuheb-i  alone  does  not  succeed,  I  have  frequently  found  a  com- 
bination of  it  with  copaiva  very  useful.  1  have  rarely  known  the  follow- 
ing preparation  to  fail  in  removing  the  disease.  R.  Pulv.  gum.  acaciae, 
pulv.  cubeb,   balsam,  copaib.   aa.    3ij. ;    aqua  cinnamon.    3xvi.      M. 
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From  half  an  ounce  to  two  ounces  of  this  mixture  should  be  given  twice 
a  day,  and  it  should  be  administered  as  soon  as  the  complaint  is  disco- 
vered. The  only  objection  to  it,  that  1  am  aware  of,  is  that  it  is  so  ex- 
tremely nauseous,  that  many  persons  find  it  difficult  to  take. 

It  is  a  common  notion  that  strictures  in  the  urethra,  which  are  so  fre- 
quent after  gonorrhoea,  are  produced  by  the  injections  that  have  been 
used.  And  this,  no  doubt,  is  oftentimes  the  case.  But  I  have  more 
than  once  met  with  a  stricture  consequent  on  gonorrhoea,  where  no  injec- 
tion had  been  used,  the  complaint  having  been  removed  by  internal  re- 
medies. Whether  these  were  cases  of  uncommon  severity,  I  cannot 
say,  as  they  did  not  occur  in  my  own  practice.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  they  were,  and  that  the  stricture  was  the  result  of  the  effusion  of 
fibrin,  which  it  is  well  known  sometimes  takes  place  when  the  mucous 
membranes  are  highly  inflamed. 

Injiammation  of  the  Hernial  Sac. — The  four  following  cases  came 
under  my  care  during  the  past  year.  They  were  new  to  me,  and  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  they  will  be  so  to  most  of  my  readers,  as  I  can  find 
no  description  of  precisely  similar  ones  in  any  work  which  i  have  con- 
sulted.* I  regard  them  all  as  inflammation  of  the  hernial  sac,  having 
many  common  features  of  resemblance,  and  differing  from  each  other 
only  as  they  were  in  different  stages  of  inflammation.  In  one  of  them 
the  sac  was  oranffrenous  :  in  the  second,  fibrin  was  effused  in  abundance, 
but  no  pus  formed ;  in  the  third,  suppuration  took  place ;  and  m  the 
fourth,  the  inflammation  was  so  much  reduced,  that  it  no  doubt  termi- 
nated by  resolution. 

These  cases  will  be  best  understood  by  giving  the  hospital  record  of 
each,  made  at  the  time,  and  I  shall  present  them  in  the  order  in  which 
they  occurred. 

Case  1st. — Michael  Murphy,  aet.  40.     Married.     Laborer.     Irish. 

July  20. — States  that  since  childhood  he  has  always  had  an  inguinal 
hernia  of  the  left  side,  easily  and  entirely  reducible  at  all  times — never 
any  incarceration  that  he  is  aware  of.  Six  days  since  was  attacked  with 
pain  in  the  abdomen  about  umbilicus,  described  as  colic — £0t  some  ca- 
thartic medicine,  which  operated.  Three  days  ago  hernia  came  down, 
and  has  not  been  able  to  redut^e  it  since.  Has  been  bled  twice,  and  the 
taxis  attempted  by  several  without  success.  Has  not  had  much  pain  in 
the  tumor.     No  vomiting.     Took  salts  yesterday,  which  operated. 

Now,  pulse  88,  of  moderate  strength.     Tongue,  white  coat  on  !(jbes, 

*  The  following  case,  in  Mr.  Mayo's  excellent  work,  "  Outlines  of  Human  Pathology,"  has 
a  strong  resemblance  to  them. 

"  A  patient  (a  recent  case  in  the  Middlesex  Hospital)  had  all  the  s^-mptoms  of  strangulated 
hernia ;  there  was  a  small  tumor,  feeling  like  an  omental  hernia,  at  the  crural  arch.  The  pa- 
tient had  a  swollen  and  tender  belly,  and  slercoraceous  vomiting.  Reueated  attempts  had 
been  made  to  reduce  the  rupture,  which  the  patient  said  was  considerably  larger  before  these 
attempts  had  been  made.  The  bowels  had  acted  twice  with  enemata.  I  did  not  attempt  to 
return  the  tumor,  but  operated  immediately,  when  I  found  an  empty  sac ;  I  divided  the  neck  of 
the  sac.  The  patient  died  in  thirty  hours.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  upper  part  of  the 
small  intestine  was  found  distended,  swollen  and  inflamed.  A  segment  of  a  portion  of  the 
ileum,  which  had  been  down,  was  deeply  discolored,  and  retained  tlie  impression  of  the  close 
grip  of  the  neck  of  the  sac.  It  had  been  forced  back  into  the  body,  before  the  performance  of 
the  operation,  by  the  taxis,  too  much  injured  for  recovery,  through  the  length  of  time  it  had 
been  strangulated.  The  tumor  upou  which  I  operated  was  the  sac,  with  thickened  adipose 
matter  partially  surrounding  it." 

9* 
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moist.  Strength  good.  No  sickness.  No  pain,  nor  tenderness  of  epi- 
gastrium. Some  tenderness  in  left  iliac  region,  less  in  rigiu.  On  exami- 
nation, on  ilie  leli  side  lliere  is  an  ingmiial  hernia — the  size  of  two 
clenclied  hands — to  ihe  loiich  hard,  without  resonance.  Integuments 
shghily  reddened.  External  ring  (ii^htly  girt  around  the  neck  of  the 
tumor,  which  js  remarkably  large  and  firm.  Some  pain  upon  pressure. 
Hernia  prohahly  omental. 

A  puri;ative  enema  was  first  given,  which  came  away  without  opera- 
lion.  The  taxis  was  then  atlempfed  in  the  warm  bath,  but  without  suc- 
cess, although  the  size  of  ihe  tumor  was  somewhat  diminished. 

The  patient  was  then  ordered  the  following — R.  01.  crot.  tig.,  gtt.  i. ; 
jalapae,  q.  s.  Ft.  pil.  no.  i.  Every  four  horns  till  free  operation.  Ice 
to  be  assiduously  applied  two  hours.  A  consultation  to  be  called  for  to- 
morrow at  11,  A.  i\l.,  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  operating  under  the 
present  circumstances. 

6,  P.  M. — Four  full  dejections  after  one  pill.  No  reduction  of  tumor. 
Pulse  as  before.     A|)ply   bitter  fomentations  through  night. 

21. — Scrotmn  cedematous  at  bottom.  Tumor  still  the  same.  Pulse 
88.  Very  little  pain.  ^  Slept  part  of  night.  A  consultation  being  held, 
it  was  decided  to  perform  the  operation. 

11,  A.  M. — Operation  by  Dr.  Hayward.  Patient  being  placed  upon 
the  table,  an  incision  was  then  made  from  the  edge  of  the  ring  two  thirds 
down  the  tui))or,  dividing  the  integuments.  The  different  fasciae,  which 
were  much  thickened,  were  then  divided  on  a  director  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. The  sac  beinjj;  thus  cxi)o?ed,  was  opened  ;  it  was  one  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  thickness.  On  opening  the  sac  a  gangrenous  odor  was  emit- 
ted, and  on  further  examination  nothing  was  found  in  it.  But  the  sac  itself 
was  in  a  gangrenous  state.  It  was  then  decided  to  remove  the  sac,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  though  with  much  didiculty,  on  account  of  the  nu- 
merous and  strong  adhesions.  In  the  removal  of  the  sac,  the  tunica 
vaginalis  testis  was  punctured,  and  about  3 'j-  of  the  water  of  a  hydro- 
cele escaped.  Several  arteries  required  ligatures,  principally  in  the  cel- 
lular membrane  of  the  scrotum.  Tlie  remaining  portion  of  the  sac 
bleeding  freely,  a  ligature  was  placed  round  it.  The  finger  passed  into 
the  ring  detected  no  stricture.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  then 
brought  together  and  retained  in  place  by  a  single  suture.  Adhesive 
plaster,  pledget,  dry  lint,  conipresses  and  a  T  bandage  completed  the 
dressing.     The  patient  was  then  conveyed  to  bed. 

22. — Some  pain  in  back  yesterday  P.  M.  Slept  pretty  well  in  night. 
Now  quite  easy.  Pulse  8S.  No  tenderness  of  alKlomen.  Tongue, 
thin  white  coat  as  before.  No  pain  in  bowels.  No  dejection.  R.  Ol. 
ricini,  3i. 

2.'j. — After  oil  Cive  dejections.  Nii,d)t  quite  comfortable.  Now,  skin 
of  good  tem[)erature.  Pulse  88.  Tongue  as  before.  No  tenderness 
or  fullness  of  abdomen.  The  whole  of  scrotum,  together  with  testicle, 
swelled  to  five  times  the  natural  size ;  on  right  side  cedematous,  without 
pain.  Upper  part  of  wound  open,  discharging  considerable  offensive 
serous  fluid.  Portion  of  cellular  tnembrane,  &c.  in  a  gangrenous  state. 
Yeast  poultice  to  upper  part  of  wound. 

24. — Continues  comfortable.     R.  01.  ricini,      ss. 
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25. — After  oil  two  dejections.  Continues  quite  comfortable.  Swell- 
ing of  right  side  of  scioium  (luiie  gone  ;  of  left  side  less,  still  hard,  as 
if  testicle  ciilarL'ed.  Slnu;4lis  sep;iriuing.  IMuch  thin  yellowish  dis- 
charge.     No    pain.     ,Puloe  84.     Tongue  cleaner. 

26. — One  dejnction  yesterday.  Continues  much  the  same.  Copious 
discharge  of  hriglii  orange  Huid  from  wound,  with  escape  of  gas  on  pres- 
sure, probiihly  iVon)  the  ',Ioughing  of  the  cellular  membrane.  If  no  de- 
jection at  2,  P.  M.,  oil  3ss.     Kice  and  milk. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  give  any  more  of  the  hospital  record.  The  pa- 
tient continued  steadily  to  improve,  the  wound  healed  completely,  and 
on  the  12ih  of  Sei)temhcr  he  was  discharged   "  well." 

This  case,  it  will  be  perceived,  was  taken  for  omental  hernia.  It  is 
true,  however,  that  coughing  did  not  give  any  impulse  to  the  tumor 
when  the  hand  was  placed  on  it.  But  this  was  the  only  symptom  that 
was  wanting,  and  the  absence  of  it  was  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
that  the  omentum  had  formed  strong  adhesions  to  the  neck  of  the  sac, 
and  that  the  tumor  was  in  this  way,  as  it  were,  insulated. 

An  operation  seemed  to  be  called  for,  as  the  tumor  was  increasing  in 
size  and  tenderness,  rcmlering  the  patient  unable  to  stand,  except  for  a 
minute  or  two  at  a  time,  and  producing  a  great  degree  of  cfidema  of  the 
scrotum  on  both  sides,  which  it  was  feared  might  terminate  in  sloughing. 

The  result,  perhaps,  may  be  thought  to  have  justified  the  course  that 
was  adopted.  If  the  case  had  been  left  to  the  efforts  of  nature,  there 
would  have  been  extensive,  if  not  fatal  sloughing,  even  admitting  that 
the  patient  could  have  escaped  peritoneal  inflauunation,  which  was,  no 
doubt,  very  much  to  be  apprehended. 

How  far  this  state  of  the  sac  might  be  attributed  to  the  attempts  made 
to  reduce  the  hernia,  it  is  not  easy  to  say.  But  it  is  certain  that  these 
were  not  great  or  long  continued  after  the  patient  was  admitted  into  the 
hospital,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  third  case  that  very  severe  inflam- 
mation of  the  sac  niay  come  on  spontaneously. 

The  second  patient  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  before  the  first  was 
discharged,  and  his  case  is  thus  entered  in  the  records  of  the  house. 

Case  2d.     Edwin  Beard,  set.  19.     Single.     Kostler.     Boston. 

July  31. — Patient  reports — that  he  has  had  a  small  inguinal  hernia  of 
the  left  side  about  one  year.  Has  worn  a  truss,  whizh,  however,  has 
not  fitted  him,  the  hernia  occasionally  escaping.  Three  days  since,  the 
tumor  appeared,  and  has  not  beet)  reduced  since.  Has  worked  till  this 
morning,  when  he  went  to  consult  a  truss-maker  concerning  a  new  truss, 
who  advised  his  entrance  here.  Has  had  no  constipation,  no  voir^ting, 
and  no  sym|)toms  of  strangulation.  No  pain  in  tumor  before  to-day,  and 
that  only  after  being  handled  by  several  persons,  who  attempted  to  re- 
duce it. 

On  examination — tumor  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg  at  the  left  inguinal 
ring,  firm,  elastic,  slightly  tender.  Neck  of  tumor  girted  by  ring.  No 
impulse  on  coughing.  Cellular  membrane  of  scrotum  somewhat  infil- 
trated. Pulse  64,  of  good  strength.  Tongue  clean.  Bowels  open 
this  morning.  Purgative  enema  now.  Twelve  leeches  to  tumor.  Liquid 
farinaceous  diet. 
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August  1. — Slept  quite  well  in  night.  Tumor  as  yesterday.  Very 
sligiit  pain.  Two  copious  dejections.  No  tenderness  of  abdomen.  Eight 
leeches  to  lunjor. 

2. — More  swelling  of  tumor.  More  redness.  Rather  more  tender- 
ness and  pain.  Pulse  and  tongue  as  yesterday.  No  dejection.  R. 
Sol.  mag.  sulph.,  3iij-     Poultice  to  tumor  thrice  daily. 

3. — More  pain  in  tumor.  Size  increased.  More  redness.  More 
tenderness.  Considerable  oedema  of  scrotum.  Otherwise  well.  Ap- 
petite good.     May  have  broth. 

4. — Pain  in  tumor  greater.  Size,  redness,  tenderness,  he.  increased. 
Tenderness  especially  about  ring.  Pulse  88.  Tongue,  thin  white  coat. 
No  tenderness  of  abdomen.     Bowels  open.     Appetite  good. 

5. — Some  oedema  of  tumor,  pain,  Stc,  as  yesterday. 

7. — Size  of  tumor  less.  CEdema  still.  Indistinct  and  uncertain  sense 
of  fluctuation.     Otherwise  well. 

9. — Tumor  rather  diminishing.  Tenderness  less.  Appearance  of  in- 
flammation less.     Otherwise  well. 

11. — Considerable  diminution  of  tumor.  Tumor  at  present  about 
three  inches  in  length,  very  firm,  no  indication  of  suppuration.  Tender- 
ness much  less.  Testicle  plainly  distinguished  below  tumor.  Some 
oedema  of  scrotum.     Pulse  and  tongue  good. 

17. — Swelling  much  diminished.  Now  firm,  hard,  not  tender.  Scro- 
tum quite  free  from  oedema.  Otherwise  well.  Omit  poultice.  Apply 
the  following  lotion.  R.  Aramoniae  mur.  3ss. ;  aceti,  aquae,  aa  Oj. 
Ft.  sol. 

18. — Tumor  perceptibly  diminished  since  last  report. 

23. — Tumor  diminishing  and  softening.     Otherwise  well. 

27. — Tumor  the  size  of  a  walnut,  or  perhaps  a  little  larger ;  quite 
hard.     Otherwise  well. 

30. — Tumor  much  the  same.     Apply  empl.  hydrarg.  3  by  2. 

31. — Veins  of  scrotum  and  spermatic  cord  somewhat  distended. 
Otherwise  the  same, 

Sept.  1. — Tumor  softening  and  diminishing.     In  other  respects  well. 

5. — Redness  increased  by  walking.  No  impulse  on  coughing.  To 
wear  suspensory  bandage. 

7. — Discharged  well. 

Case  3d.     Thomas  Dancasler,  a?t.  40.     Single.    Seaman.     England. 

February  8. — Patient  reports — about  twelve  months  ago  noticed  a 
small  tumor,  referred  by  him  to  the  situation  of  the  external  abdominal 
ring  of  the  right  side,  easily  reduced  by  himself,  and  often  returning  into 
abdomen  on  lying  down.  Tumor  was  about  "  as  large  as  the  end  of 
his  thumb,"  and  has  appeared  several  times  since,  especially  if  his 
bowels  became  costive,  as  they  frequently  were,  but  he  thinks  not  after 
any  unusual  exertion.  Sometimes  it  did  not  come  down  for  two  or 
three  months.  Tumor  has  not  been  in  the  least  painful  or  tender  at 
any  time  till  February  2d,  nor  has  it  incommoded   him  in  any  way. 

February  2. — l*atient  sailed  from  Eastport,  Me.,  and  exerted  himself 
in  pulling  ropes,  &,c.,  but  not  more  than  was  usual  with  him,  and  about 
midnight  was  seized  with  severe  pain  across  upper  part  of  abdomen  and 
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about  umbilicus,  and  towards  morning  u-ith  pain  in  right  iliac  ree;inn,  the 
pain  elsewhere  ceasing.  Since  then,  ihe  luinor  has  been  consianlly  in- 
creasing in  size,  pain  and  tenderness.  On  night  of  sixth,  when  he 
arrived  at  Boston,  the  tumor,  he  thinks,  was  not  larger  than  an  ejg,  but 
since  has  increased  very  rapidly.  Has  had  lilile  or  no  sleep  Tor  three 
nights  past.  Appetite  has  been  impaired  by  pain,  but  has  had  no 
chills,  headache  or  nausea.  General  health  has  always  been  pretty 
good.  When  on  shore  has  been  in  habit  of  using  ardent  spirits  freely. 
Has  never  worn  a  truss. 

Now,  pulse  66.  Appetite  small.  Tongue  slightly  coated.  Five 
dejections  yesterday, after  salts.  Much  pain  in  tumor.  Upon  examina- 
tion, a  large  tumor,  coujinencing  about  two  and  a  half  inches  within  and 
one  inch  below  right  superior  spinous  process,  and  running  obliquely 
downwards  and  inwards,  and  tenninating  just  above  the  testicle,  being 
five  inches  long,  and  three  inches  bioad  at  widest  part,  having  a  straight 
and?  abrupt  face  outwards,  but  inwards  gradually  rounding  off  towards 
hypogastrium,  having  a  decided  fluctuation  across  its  middle.  Inie^^u- 
ments  oedematous,  with  a  blush  of  redness,  and  soniewhat  tense.  Much 
tenderness  on  pressure.  No  impulse  fell  on  coughing,  but  pain  is  in- 
creased by  it.  R.  Sol.  mag.  sulph.,  Jiij-  and  repeat  if  need.  Eight 
leeches  to  tumor.  Large  poultice  after  leeches.  Milk  and  vegetable 
diet.     Horizontal  posture. 

February  9. — Experienced  much  relief  of  pain  after  leeches.  Slept 
but  little,  was  restless.  Now  tumor  quite  tender,  but  less  painful  than 
at  entrance,  and  rather  more  fluctuating.     Four  dejections. 

20. — Fluctuation  now  very  decided.  Slight  pointing  about  middle  of 
tumor,  near  its  outer  edge.  Slept  but  little  from  pain.  Tenderness  in- 
creased. Pulse  68.  No  dejection.  R.  Sol.  mag.  sulph.,  3iij.,  and 
repeat  if  need. 

11. — Slept  but  little,  restless  in  the  night,  and  bad  considerable  pain. 
Early  this  morning  abscess  broke  spontaneously,  and  discliarged  freely, 
perhaps  5  iij.  in  all.  Discharge  thick,  purulent,  with  some  coagula, 
raiher  dark  and  slightly  foetid.  Tumor  now  diminished,  less  tender, 
little  painful,  redness  less.  Appetite  improved.  No  headache.  Six 
dejections,  at  least,  after  two  doses. 

12. — Has  had  but  little  pain.  Slept  well.  Appetite  pretty  good. 
Two  dejections.  Tumor  less,  but  slightly  tender,  not  painful,  quite  hard 
in  most  parts. 

14. — Doing  very  well.  No  pain.  But  very  slight  tenderness  in  tu- 
mor. Little  discharge.  Slept  well.  Appetite  good.  One  dejection. 
Simple  dressings. 

15. — No  dejection.  No  pain.  Discharge  scanty.  R.  Sol.  mag. 
sulph.  3ij.,  and  repeat  if  need. 

23. — Abscess  almost  entirely  healed.  Slight  tenderness  just  oppo- 
site spine  of  pubis  on  outer  edge.  Some  induration.  Walks  about, 
though  not  with  perfect  ease. 

March  9. — Abscess  entirely  healed.  No  tenderness.  Some  indura- 
tion for  about  one  inch  below  abdominal  ring.     Impulse  or  motion  of 
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intestine  felt  on  grasping  remains  of  tumor  close   to  ring.     No   trouble 
in  wiilking  or  stooping. 

20.— Discharged  well. 

Case  4th.     Daniel  VV.  Bemis,  set.  38.     Marrierl.     Sailor.     Boston. 

March  2. — Patient  report-; — his  mother  told  him  thai  thirty  years 
ago  he  had  a  fall,  striking  right  iliac  region  upon  the  corner  of  a  table, 
and  that  a  swellinsi  ensued  soon  or  immediately  after  in  the  situation  of 
the  ini^uinal  ring;  but  patient  himself  recollects  nothing  of  the  fall,  or 
of  the  tumor  till  twenty  years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  always  worn 
a  broad  canvass  belt  around  pelvis,  passing  over  the  face  of  the  tumor, 
and  prevented  from  slipping  upwards  by  a  thigh  strap.  During  these 
last  twenty  years  tumor  has  varied  in  size  from  a  "  pigeon's  egg  to  a 
hen's  egg,"  and  at  all  times  has  felt  soft  and  elastic,  yielding  readily  be- 
fore the  finger,  but  instantly  resuming  its  fornier  shape  on  removing  the 
pressure.  Never  has  been  tender  to  the  touch,  nor  red,  nor  painful. 
Tumor  would  attain  its  largest  size  only  in  wet  stormy  weather,  and 
would  return  to  its  smallest  size  on  the  return  of  fair  weather.  Patient 
has  never  experienced  any  inconvenience  in  straining  or  lifting,  and 
would  only  be  reminded  of  increased  size  of  tunior  by  its  pressure  on 
the  belt,  and  has  not  been  subject  to  cramps  in  bowels. 

February  25th,  P.  M.,  felt  an  unusual  degree  of  pressure  against  belt, 
with  a  sharp,  cutting  pain  in  situation  of  tumor,  patient  at  the  lime  sitting 
perfectly  still,  and  not  having,  everted  himself  previously.  Went  up 
stairs  and  removed  belt  without  relief,  and  then  undressed  and  went  to 
bed.  Soon  after,  while  lying  on  left  side,  and  pressing  forcibly  on  tu- 
mor with  the  ends  of  fingers  of  both  hands,  he  heard  a  rumbling  gurg- 
ling sound,  and  at  the  same  time  felt  something  shoot  suddenly  down 
between  the  ends  of  his  fingers  into  the  scrotum,  accompanied  by  a 
sensation  of  tearing  in  part.  Pain  continued  sharp  and  steady  through 
night  of  25th,  anrl  through  the  next  day,  and  ceased  alrr)Ost  entirely  af- 
ter this,  except  on  night  of  27th,  as  will  be  stated.  On  morning  of 
27th  had  one  small,  hard  dejectio:),  the  first  since  attack.  Had  had 
one  dejection  the  day  previous  to  attack.  On  night  of  27th  was  at- 
tacked with  cramp,  which  was  soon  followed  by  nausea  and  vomiting, 
and  considerable  pain  in  tumor,  and  vomited  about  a  quart  of  yellowish 
watery  fluid,  pain  continuing  by  spells  through  night.  On  23th,  early  in 
morning,  took  one  ounce  of  sails,  which  were  followed  by  eight  or  nine 
dejections,  and  yesterday  morning  half  an  ounce  of  salts,  which  operated 
/reely  last  night  and  this  morning.  Has  had  no  pain  since  night  of 
27th,  and  no  ajipetite  since  23th,  and  has  experienced  no  inconvenience 
for  last  two  days,  except  from  operation  of  medicine.  Tumor  has  been 
fpiite  tender  during  the  whole  time,  and  has  been  constanily  covered 
with  fomentations.  General  health  has  always  been  good.  Has  not 
been  to  sea  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  latterly  has  used  spirits  very 
freely. 

Now,  pulse  70.  No  appetite.  Tongue  slightly  coated.  Says  he 
feels  perfectly  well,  excepting  slight  pain  at  upper  and  lower  parts  of  tu- 
mor, where  there  is  some  tenderness.  On  examination,  tunior  commences 
at  abdominal  ring,  and  jextends  downwards  and  inwards  to  the  bottom  of  the 
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scrotum,  bein;  six  inches  in  lengili  by  measureiDent,  and  having  a  gene- 
ral resemblance,  in  shape,  to  a  lai;;;e  pear — base  somewhat  Hattened, 
measuring  lour  inches  Tmm  before  backwards,  and  ihree  inches  iVoin  side 
to  sifle.  Tmnor  nowhere  feels  indurated.  Portion  occu|)ying  scrotum 
is  very  yielding  to  the  touch,  elastic,  and  decidedly  fluctuating.  Upper 
portion  more  resisting,  and  giving  a  slight  impulse  on  coughing,  but  per- 
haps only  what  would  be  communicated  by  the  motion  of  the  integu- 
luenls,  &ic.  No  impulse  on  grasping  lower  part  of  tumor.  Slight  blush 
of  redness  over  base  of  tumor.  Scrotum  not  tense,  but  corrugated. 
Testicle  not  to  be  felt,  which,  by  report  of  patient,  has  never  descended 
into  scrotum  as  low  as  the  left  testicle,  it  remaining  just  at  the  side  of 
the  comn)Ciicenient  of  the  penis.  Patient  thinks  it  is  smaller  than  the 
other,  and  that  it  was  injured  in  his  fall.  Ten  leeches  to  base  of  tumor. 
Poultice  after  leeches.      Milk  and  vegetable  diet.      Horizontal    posture. 

3. —  Has  had  no  pain  since  leeches.  Slee|)s  well.  Tenderness  en- 
tirely gone.  No  perceptible  alteration  in  tumor.  No  appetite.  No 
dejection.  Pulse  72.  Keep  tumor  constantly  wet  with  the  following 
— R.   Ammoniffi  mur.  Jss.  ;  aceti,  aquae,  aa  Oj.     Ft.  sol. 

4. — Last  evening  ct)mplained  of  some  gii|)ing  pains  in  bowels,  and 
got  sol.  mag.  snlph.  3ij.,  since  which  has  had  one  dejection.  Slept 
well.  Has  had  no  pain  in  tumor,  which  is  evidently  diminished  in  size. 
No  tenderness.     No  redness,     i^'eels  perfectly  well. 

5. — Two  dejections  yesterday.  While  in  water  closet,  about  half 
))ast  five,  P.  M.,  having  the  last  dejection,  during  which  he  kept  a 
steady  pressure  on  the  tumor  with  both  his  hands,  he  felt  considerable 
pain  in  situation  of  abdon»inal  ring.  Upon  returning  to  bed,  and  lying 
on  back,  in  a  few  minutes  he  felt  a  (h'aggiiig  or  pulling  pain  in  right 
lumbar  region — and  on  drawing  up  his  knees,  and  while  still  pressing  on 
tumor  with  liis  hands,  it  suddenly  shot  upwards  into  abdomen  with  a 
gurgling  noise.  Had  slight  pain  about  ring  for  a  short  time,  but  slept 
well.  Now,  greater  prominence  than  natural,  from  ring  to  top  of  scro- 
tum, but  no  induration.  Sac  felt  extending  about  one  inch  below  ring  ; 
and  on  coughing,  the  motion  oi'  impulse  of  a  short  loop  of  intestines  is 
felt.  Intestine  can  be  readily  returned  into  abdomen,  and  the  index 
finger  easily  passed  into  the  abdominal  ring,  which  is  quite  large.  Tes- 
tis now  felt  opposite  roots  of  penis  ;  is  rather  tender.     Discharged  well. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  is  some  obscurity  about  these  cases,  but 
the  supposition  that  in  all  of  them  the  hernial  sac  was  inflamed,  seems  to 
explain  them  better  than  any  other.  It  is  true,  that  the  sac  does  not 
ordinarily  take  on  inflammation  to  any  considerable  extent ;  at  any  rate, 
it  rarely  becomes  thickened  by  it.  In  cases  of  strangulated  hernia,  in 
which  the  operation  is  performed,  we  often  find  the  sac  very  thin,  and 
semi-transparent,  as  much  so  as  in  health,  though  it  may  have  been  sub- 
jected to  a  great  degree  of  pressure  in  the  attempts  made  to  reduce  the 
hernia.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  in  the  first  case  the  trouble 
consisted  solely  in  inflammation  of  the  hernial  sac,  which  had  become 
excessively  thick  and  gangrenous.  There  was  no  protrusion  of  omen- 
tum or  intestine,  and  there  was  no  strangulation  ;  and  yet  this  case  had 
more  marks  of  hernia  than  any  of  the  others.     It  proves,  unequivocally, 
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that  the  hernial  sac  can  underiro  changes  of  an  important  character,  such 
as  are  calculated  to  render  the  diagnosis  difficult ;  and  these  changes 
seem  to  he  the  result  of  inflammation,  which  may  come  on  spontaneously. 
All  these  patients  had,  for  some  time  before  they  came  under  treat- 
ment, been  subject  to  hernia ;  in  all  of  them  the  tumor  was  small,  ex- 
tending but  little  if  at  all  beyond  the  external  ring,  occupying  the  ingui- 
nal canal.  From  some  cause,  a  protrusion,  to  a  considerable  extent,  of 
some  of  the  abdominal  contents  took  place,  carrying  before  them,  of 
course,  the  hernial  sac ;  in  two  of  the  cases  there  seems  to  have  been, 
for  a  short  time,  some  symptoms  of  strangulation,  which  soon  passed  off; 
but  in  all  of  them,  the  contents  of  the  sac,  whatever  they  may  have 
been,  were  no  doubt  returned  into  the  abdomen. 

There  was  in  the  first  case  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
tumor  consisted  solely  of  hernial  sac.  It  was  cut  down  upon  and  laid 
open  ;  it  contained  neither  omentum  nor  Intestine  ;  but  it  was  inflamed, 
thickened  and  gangrenous. 

In  the  second  case  there  was  no  well-marked  symptom  of  strangulated 
hernia,  or  even  of  reducible  hernia.  There  was  no  impulse  on  coughing  ; 
no  constipation  ;  no  vomiting  or  nausea  ;  and  no  pain,  except  in  the  tu- 
mor. The  outline  of  tiie  hernial  sac  could  be  distinctly  traced  with  the 
hand,  and  its  upper  pan  was  tightly  girt  by  the  external  ring.  Under 
an  active  antiphlogistic  course  it  was  gradually  reduced  in  size,  but  the 
sac  could  be  still  felt,  though  it  became  thinner,  and  much  contracted  ; 
the  pain  subsided,  and  the  patient  found  no  inconvenience  in  resuming 
his  ordinary  avocations. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  third  case  enabled  me  to  form  a  sat- 
isfactory opinion  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  difficulty.  When  the  con- 
tents of  the  abscess  were  discharged,  the  finger  could  be  passed  in  at  the 
opening,  and  the  hernial  sac  could  be  distinctly  traced  up  to  the  abdom- 
inal ring.  As  the  inflammation  went  off,  the  sac  contracted  ;  but  it  could 
be  plaitdy  felt  in  its  whole  extent,  though  much  reduced  in  size,  at  the 
time  the  patient  left  the  hospital. 

The  sudden  reduction  of  the  tumor  in  the  fourth  case  throws  over  it 
some  degree  of  obscurity,  as  it  is  not  usual  for  the  hernial  sac  to  be  re- 
turned after  it  has  once  been  protruded  from  the  abdomen.  This  may, 
however,  happen.  Some  operators  reduce  it,  w  hen  it  can  be  done  with 
ease,  in  tlie  operation  for  strangulated  hernia  ;  but  it  is  a  practice  by  which 
nothing  is  gained,  whirii  is  in  some  degree  hazardous,  and  which  conse- 
quently should  not  be  imitated. 

There  ?i\v  instances  on  record,  also,  in  which  it  has  been  reduced  by 
taxis  ;  and  this  is  much  more  likely  to  happen  when  it  has  been  recently 
protruded,  than  when  it  has  been  of  long  standing,  as  there  is  of  course 
much  less  probability  of  the  existence  of  adhesions  in  the  former  than  in 
the  latter  ca-^e. 

The  "  gurgling  noise  "  which  the  patient  said  he  heard  at  the  time 
the  tumor  was  reduced,  might  have  proceeded  from  the  intestine  which 
was  in  tlie  upper  part  of  the  sac,  as  a  small  portion  of  the  intestine  could 
be  fell  near  tlif  ring  alter  the  redufiion.  which  could  be  readily  returned 
into  the  abdomen,  and  wliich  no  doubt  went  up  at  the  time  he  reduced 
the  tumor. 
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It  must  be  admitted  that  in  ordinary  cases,  in  which  the  hernial  sac  be- 
comes thickened  by  inflammation,  the  interior  of  the  sac  remains  unchang- 
ed, differing,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  from  two  of  the  cases  just  related. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  the  serous  mem- 
branes, when  inflamed,  are  not  only  thickened,  but  covered  by  a  false 
membrane.  This  is  the  result  of  acute  inflammation,  such  as  took  place 
in  these  cases,  wholly  unlike  that  which  usually  occurs  in  old  hernias, 
and  which  is  altogether  of  a  chronic  character. 

The  following  operations  were  performed  during  the  year. 


Amputation  of  thigh 

3 

Rei 

noval 

of  cancer  of  breast       •     3 

leg     - 

3 

u 

"           tongue           1 

"               toes 

3 

(( 

face      -         1 

"               forearm 

1 

(1 

hemorrhoids,  internal  3 

"               fingers  - 

1 

(( 

hydatid  of  breast           1 

Cataract 

2 

(( 

naevus,  by  ligature        1 

Fissure  of  the  rectum    - 

1 

(( 

tumors,  various       -     4 

Fistula  in  ano  -         -         -         - 

6 

u 

"        chronic  mam- 

"      urinary      ... 

1 

mary            1 

Hare-lip,  double 

1 

l( 

fungus  haematodes  on 

Hernia,  inguinal   - 

1 

abdomen           -         1 

"        femoral         ... 

1 

(( 

do.  of  breast  -         -     1 

Hydrocele,  by  incision  - 

1 

i< 

testis           -         -         1 

"          palliative  operation 

1 

(( 

tonsils    -         -         -     1 

Ligature  of  femoral  artery 

1 

Trephining  -         -        -        -         1 

Paracentesis  abdominis 

1 

— 

Polypus  of  the  nose  ... 

2 

Total        53 

Prolapsus  ani         ... 

3 

All  the  patients,  with  two  exceptions,  on  whom  operations  were  per- 
formed, either  recovered  entirely,  or  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  leave  the 
hospital.  The  two  individuals  who  died  had  received  severe  injury  ;  a 
leg  in  each  case  was  literally  crushed,  and  when  reaction  came  on,  the 
sufferings  of  the  patients  in  the  injured  part  were  extreme.  The  limbs 
would  have  been  useless  if  they  could  have  been  saved  ;  but  this  was 
not  possible,  nor  was  it  probable  that  life  could  have  been  preserved  if 
they  were  not  removed.  One  of  them  was  amputated  above,  and  the 
other  below  the  knee. 

The  first  of  these  had  suffered  from  copious  hemorrhage  before  his 
admission,  which  did  not  take  place  till  about  twelve  hours  after  the  ac- 
cident. A  slight  reaction,  however,  had  come  on,  and  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  would  not  justify  any  longer  delay.  He  rallied  somewhat 
after  the  operation,  and  his  sufferings  were  much  diminished,  but  he 
soon  began  to  sink,  and  died  in  about  eight  hours  after  the  amputation. 

The  second  patient  lived  several  days,  but  his  injury  was  not  confined 
to  the  limb.  His  principal  pain  was  referred  to  the  abdomen,  and  the 
contents  of  this  cavity  were  found,  on  examination  after  death,  to  have 
been  highly  inflamed.  Though  the  amputation  did  not  save  life,  I  have 
no  reason  to  think  that  it  tended  in  the  least  to  hasten  the  fatal  termina- 
tion. This  should  rather  be  attributed  to  the  extent  and  severity  of  the 
injury. 

10 
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It  is  not,  perhaps,  perfectly  well  settled,  even  at  the  present  day,  at 
what  time  amputation  should  be  performed  after  accidents,  when  this 
operation  is  necessary  ;  in  other  words,  whether  it  should  be  done  imme- 
diately, or  whether  we  should  wait  till  reaction  comes  on.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  certain  that  a  uniform  practice  does  not  prevail  ;  some  surgeons  ope- 
rate without  delay,  while  others  prefer  to  postpone  it  till  the  system  has 
in  some  measure  recovered  from  the  shock  of  the  injury. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  cases  in  which  the  operation  may  be  done 
at  once,  the  constitution  not  having  suffered  from  the  accident.  But 
when  the  constitutional  symptoms  are  severe,  the  pulse  feeble,  the  skin 
cold,  and  the  respiration  perhaps  laborious,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  ope- 
ration should  be  deferred  till  these  symptoms  have  passed  off.  They 
arise  from  the  shock  which  the  nervous  system  has  received  ;  the  local 
injury  at  that  time  is  of  secondary  importance  ;  it  adds  nothing  to  the 
sufferings  of  the  patient,  and  an  operation  done  when  nature  is  struggling 
to  restore  the  vital  energy,  would  be  likely  to  cut  off  all  chance  of  reco- 
very. As  soon  as  reaction  takes  place,  the  injured  part  becomes  pain- 
ful, and  should  then  be  removed. 

There  is  also  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  means  that  should 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  on  reaction  ;  some  administering  alco- 
hol and  other  powerful  stimulants  freely,  while  others  disapprove  of  their 
use  altogether.  It  is,  I  believe,  safest  and  best  to  depend  on  the  appli- 
cation of  heat,  both  externally  and  internally  applied  ;  by  means  of  hot 
spirituous  fomentations  over  the  heart  and  epigastrium,  and  mild  warm 
drinks  introduced  into  the  stomach.  Some  cases  may  possibly  require 
small  doses  of  the  aqua  ammoniac,  camphor,  or  wine,  diluted  with  water ; 
but  these  should  be  given  sparingly,  as  the  great  danger  is  from  inflam- 
mation, that  is  so  apt  to  come  on  after  reaction  has  taken  place. 

Amputation. — Of  the  seven  large  limbs  that  were  removed,  six  were 
done  by  the  circular  operation.  This  fact  is  noticed,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  Mr.  Liston  has  recently  seen  fit  to  denounce  this  operation 
in  unqualified  terms,  declaring  it  to  be  "  vile  and  inadmissible  "  in  all 
cases  where  there  are  two  bones  in  the  limb.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  sur- 
prising that  an  individual  should  have  a  decided  preference  to  that  par- 
ticular mode  of  operating  which  he  has  adopted  ;  but  it  is  remarkable 
that  he  should  give  a  sweeping  condemnation  of  a  method  which  has  the 
sanction  of  some  of  the  greatest  names  in  modern  surgery.  The  flap 
operation  is  better  adapted,  no  doubt,  to  some  cases  than  the  circular; 
but  there  are  very  many  others  in  which  I  believe  that  die  latter  will  be 
found  to  be  the  best.  In  fact,  I  must  confess  that  where  circumstances 
will  admit  of  the  performance  of  either,  I  should  operate  by  the  circular 
incision.  It  has,  to  my  mind,  advantages  over  the  other  method,  that 
more  than  counterbalance  the  greater  length  of  time  which  is  required 
for  its  performance.  A  better  stump,  it  seems  to  me,  is  made  by  it,  and 
the  parts  heal  with  quite  as  much  readiness.  A  patient,  from  whom  I 
removed  the  leg  above  the  knee  by  the  circular  operation,  in  June,  1837, 
walked  out  in  sixteen  days  after  the  amputation,  the  wound  being  en- 
tirely healed.  An  artificial  limb  was  fitted  to  the  stump,  in  a  few  weeks 
after,  and  upon  this  he  has  walked  with  great  comfort  ever  since. 
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Two  of  the  amputations  were  performed  in  consequence  of  that  pecu- 
liar affection  of  the  knee  joint,  so  well  described  by  Sir  Benjamin  Bro- 
die,  in  which  a  remarkable  change  of  structure  takes  place,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  interior  of  the  articulation  being  converted  into  a  gelatinous 
mass.  The  patients  were  both  young  men,  a  little  more  than  twenty 
years  of  age,  of  scrofulous  habit.  The  disease  had  in  each  existed  seve- 
ral years,  increasing  gradually,  but  at  no  time  attended  with  severe  pain. 
The  constitution  at  length  becoming  affected,  an  operation  was  advised. 
One  of  them,  whose  limb  was  removed  more  than  a  year  ago,  has  since 
enjoyed  uninterrupted  health.  He  recovered  rapidly,  and  is  the  indivi- 
dual to  whom  I  referred  as  having  walked  out  so  soon  after  the  amputation. 

The  second  patient  convalesced  more  slowly  ;  the  system  seemed  to 
suffer  much  more  from  the  shock  of  the  operation  ;  but  in  three  or  four 
weeks  a  favorable  change  took  place,  and  he  was  discharged  from  the 
hospital  "well,"  in  forty-four  days  after  the  removal  of  his  limb.  His 
health  continued  good  for  some  months,  when  the  other  knee  began  to 
be  slightly  affected,  which  he  at  first  attributed  to  fatigue  and  over  exer- 
cise. Whether  this  trouble  has  assumed  the  same  character  as  the  ori- 
ginal disease,  and  what  his4)resent  situation  is,  I  am  unable  to  say,  as  he 
resides  at  a  distance  from  the  city,  and  I  have  not  seen  him  since  he  left 
the  hospital. 

I  have  noticed  these  two  cases,  because  it  is  not  long  since  this  pecu- 
liar affection  of  the  knee  joint  was  first  described,  and  because  it  is  not 
yet  well  understood.  My  own  experience  in  relation  to  it  would  lead 
me  to  believe  that  it  is  not  so  malignant  in  its  character  as  it  has  usually 
been  supposed  to  be,  and  that  if  amputation  be  performed  before  severe 
constitutional  symptoms  appear,  the  life  of  the  patient  will  oftentimes  be 
preserved. 

Cataract. — Cases  of  disease  of  the  eye  are  not  numerous  at  the  hos- 
pital, and  no  doubt  will  become  less  so,  as  the  means  of  that  excellent 
institution,  the  Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  Infirmary,  are  more  en- 
larged. We  had  but  one  patient  with  cataract  during  the  year.  He  had 
amaurosis  in  one  eye,  attended  with  complete  loss  of  vision,  and  a  cata- 
ract in  the  other,  which  came  on  in  consequence  of  an  injury.  This  eye 
was  also  slightly  amaurotic,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  iris  was  somewhat 
impaired.  His  sight  was  only  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  distinguish  the 
light,  and  opake  bodies  when  they  passed  between  him  and  the  light. 

I  operated  twice  on  this  patient,  dividing  the  cataract  and  capsule, 
and  leaving  them  to  be  dissolved.  The  first  operation  gave  him  some 
degree  of  vision,  but  finding,  after  waiting  three  months,  that  portions  of 
the  capsule  and  the  cataract  still  remained,  1  operated  again,  and  the  so- 
lution went  on  more  rapidly.  Neither  operation  was  followed  by  much 
inflammation.  When  he  left  the  hospital,  his  sight  was  so  much  im- 
proved that  he  could  distinguish  objects  and  walk  about  without  assist- 
ance. There  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  greater  improvement  would 
take  place,  as  absorption  was  still  going  on,  and  I  have  since  learnt  that 
this  is  the  case. 

Fissure  of  the  Rectum.- — There  is  perhaps  no  surgical  operation  that 
affords  so  much  relief  as  that  for  fissure  of  the  rectum,  and  there  is  hardly 
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any  disease  that  is  more  painful.  It  consists  in  a  superficial  ulceration 
of  the  rectum,  sometimes  extensive,  but  more  often  narrow,  and  rarely 
more  than  an  inch  in  length.  It  is  found  more  frequently  on  the  sides 
and  posterior  part  of  the  gut,  than  on  the  anterior.  It  extends  down  to 
the  sphincter,  and  can  usually  be  brought  into  view,  if  the  patient  strains 
down.  Wiien  this  cannot  be  done,  it  can  be  felt  by  introducing  the  fin- 
ger, though  this  is  attended  with  great  pain. 

The  greatest  suffering  is  experienced  at  the  lime  of  defecation,  and 
it  is  then  often  so  severe  that  the  patients  are  obliged  to  lie  down  for 
some  time  after.  The  pain  is  attributed  by  Dupuytren  to  a  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  sphincter ;  this  seems  probable  from  the  relief  that 
the  division  of  the  sphincter  gives  in  these  cases  before  the  ulcer  heals, 
and  from  the  fact  that  the  same  train  of  symptoms  is  sometimes  met 
with  when  no  ulceration  can  be  detected.  There  is  reason  to  think,  too, 
that  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  character  of  the  ulcer,  as  it  usually 
heals  so  readily  after  the  operation  ;  and  this  circumstance  favors  the 
opinion  that  it  is  often  the  result  of  mechanical  violence,  produced  some- 
times by  hardened  faeces,  and  at  others  by  strong  efforts  made  in  partu- 
rition. It  is  very  certain  that  it  is  more  frequent  in  females  than  in 
males,  and  more  common  in  those  females  who  have  borne  children  than 
in  those  who  have  not. 

This  complaint  is  aggravated  by  cathartics,  and  though  anodyne  ene- 
mata  afford  some  relief,  I  have  not  found  anything  but  the  operation 
sufficient  for  the  cure.*  This  consists  in  dividing  the  sphincter,  either 
by  cutting  from  within  outwards,  or  from  without  inwards,  carrying  the 
incision,  if  practicable,  through  the  centre  of  the  ulcer.  The  method 
from  without  inwards  I  should  think  was  to  be  preferred,  as  you  can  in 
this  way,  by  passing  the  finger  into  the  rectum  and  cutting  upon  it,  limit 
more  precisely  the  incision,  than  when  you  cut  from  within  outwards. 
The  dressing  and  treatment  are  the  same  as  after  the  operation  for  fistula 
in  ano. 

The  patient  on  whom  I  operated  at  the  hospital  was  a  healthy  man 
of  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  The  difficulty  had  existed  about  four 
months,  and  was  always  greatest  when  the  bowels  were  constipated. 
The  trouble  was  steadily  increasing  ;  the  pain  was  extreme  after  every 
dejection,  and  his  sufferings  were  so  great  as  to  unfit  him  for  his  ordinary 
duties.     In  all  other  respects  his  health  was  good. 

On  examination,  I  found  just  within  the  margin  of  the  anus,  towards 
the  sacrum,  a  narrow  ulcer,  an  inch  or  more  in  length,  quite  tender  and 
painful  to  the  touch.  The  bowels  having  been  emptied  by  an  enema, 
the  operation  was  performed  in  the  following  way.  The  fore  finger  of 
the  left  hand  having  been  introduced  into  the  rectum,  a  spear-pointed 
scalpel  was  thrust  in  outside  of  the  sphincter,  till  it  reached  the  point  of 
the  finger,  thus  including  the  sphincter  between  the  edge  of  the  scalpel 
and  the  finger.  Both  were  then  simultaneously  withdrawn,  the  scal[)el 
culling  its  way  out  through   the   fissure.     Lint  was  introduced  between 

•   When  tho  ulcer  in  on  llic  sphincter  or  pilerior  to  it,  conslitutine  wimt  inny  be  rnllpd  tissiiro 
of  ttie  aaiu,  local  applications,  particularly  Uupuytren'a  belladonna  ointment,  witli  red,  may  cure  it. 
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tlie  lips  of  the  wound,  and  a  compress  and  a  T  bandage  completed  the 
dressing.  For  two  or  three  days  lie  liad  slight  spasms  about  the  anus, 
which  were  relieved  by  anodyne  fonientatioiis.  But  after  this  period  he 
had  no  trouble  ;  his  dejections  gave  him  no  pain,  though  the  ulcer  was 
not  healed,  and  he  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  "  well,"  in  fourteen 
days  after  the  operation,  in  all  respects  able  to  resume  his  ordinary 
avocations. 

Hare-Lip. — For  the  last  two  or  three  years,  in  performing  the  opera- 
tion for  hare-lip,  1  have  not  used  the  common  hare-lip  pins.  They  are 
almost  always  troublesome  from  their  size,  and  occasionally  produce 
ulceration,  and  in  this  way  retard,  if  they  do  not  altogether  prevent, 
the  success  of  the  operation.  Instead  of  them  I  have  used,  when  operat- 
ing on  very  young  infants,  small  insect  pins,  and  for  larger  children, 
long,  fine,  steel  needles.  A  head  of  sealing  wax  is  easily  attached  to 
these,  and  the  sharp  end,  after  it  is  carried  through  the  lips,  can  be 
easily  cut  off  by  bone  pliers.  They  interfere  less  with  the  process  of 
adhesion  than  the  old  method,  and  in  a  number  of  cases  in  which  I  have 
used  them,  I  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  result. 

Hernia,  Inguinal  and  Femoral. — There  was,  strictly  speaking,  no 
operation  at  the  hospital  during  the  year,  for  inguinal  hernia  ;  the  case 
which  was  entered  as  such  by  the  house-surgeon  has  already  been 
spoken  of,  in  the  remarks  on  inflammation  of  the  hernial  sac.  In  almost 
all  the  important  particulars  the  operation  there  noticed  resembled  that 
for  strangulated  inguinal  hernia;  but  it  will  be  recollected,  no  doubt, 
that  the  sac  was  found  to  be  much  thickened,  empty  and  gangrenous  ; 
that  it  was  removed,  and  the  patient  recovered. 

The  operation  for  strangulated  femoral  hernia  was  performed  on  an 
unmarried  female  35  years  of  age.  She  first  discovered  the  hernia 
three  years  ago,  and  in  a  year  after  it  became  strangulated,  and  was 
reduced  bv  the  taxis.  From  that  lime  she  had  worn  a  truss,  but  this 
had  not  always  prevented  the  hernia  from  descending. 

About  half  past  eight  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  operation,  while 
coughing  violently,  the  hernia  came  down  and  became  strangulated. 
She  had  medical  aid  at  11  o'clock,  and  I  first  saw  her  at  1,  P.  M.  As 
the  taxis  had  been  ineffectually  tried,  I  advised,  before  further  attempts, 
venesection  and  the  tobacco  glyster.  These  having  been  used,  I  saw 
her  again  at  3  o'clock,  and  made  another  attempt  at  reduction.  This 
not  succeeding,  she  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  the  operation  was 
performed  at  4  o'clock. 

This  was  done  in  the  way  recommended  by  Sir  A.  Cooper.  Two 
incisions  were  made,  one  across  the  tumor,  and  the  other  at  right  angles 
to  it,  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T  invert£d,  j^.  The  sac  contained  about 
two  inches  of  small  intestine,  no  omentum.  The  stricture  was  so  firm 
that  though  strangulation  had  existed  but  seven  hours  and  a  half,  the 
intestine  was  almost  black,  but  not  gangrenous.  As  soon  as  the  stricture 
was  divided  and  the  bowel  returned,  she  was  much  relieved.  The 
operation  gave  her  but  little  pain,  but  her  sufferings  had  been  intense 
during  the  whole  time  the  strangulation  existed.  The  bowels  were 
freely  evacuated  by  two  ounces  of  the  solution  of  salts,  which  were 
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given  a  few  hours  after  the  operation,  and  the  patient  ultimately  did 
well,  thou^^h  her  convalescence  was  tedious. 

Tliis  case  would  not  have  been  noticed,  had  it  not  been  for  a  peculiar 
circumstance  connected  with  it.  She  was  menstruating  at  the  time  of 
the  operation  ;  this  discharge  was  then  suddenly  suppressed,  and  did 
not  reappear  for  some  months.  Though  everything  cormected  with  the 
hernia  did  well,  the  wound  healed  kindly,  and  the  bowels  were  either 
open  spontaneously  or  easily  moved  by  gentle  laxatives,  she  was  feeble 
for  a  long  time,  and  troubled  with  a  variety  of  complaints  that  could 
not  readily  be  explained,  thoutih  they  were  probably  in  some  way  con- 
nected with  the  sudden  suppression  of  the  catamenia. 

There  was  a  morbid  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  whole 
alimentary  canal,  affecting  paiticularly  the  nouih  and  pharynx  and  rec- 
tum, attended  with  a  copious  secretion  of  viscid  mucus.  She  had  se- 
vere pain  by  paroxysms  in  the  bladder,  vagina,  uterus  and  about  the 
anus,  and  thotii^h  these  were  relieved  by  leeches  and  other  means,  it  was 
apparent  that  her  sufferings  were  very  great.  No  sooner  would  one  set 
of  symptoms  give  way,  than  another,  equally  distressing,  would  appear; 
and  this  slate  of  things  continued,  though  in  a  less  severe  form  than  at 
first,  for  nearly  three  months,  till  in  fact  the  menstrual  evacuation  made 
its  appearance.  From  that  time  a  perceptible,  though  gradual,  improve- 
ment  in  her  health  took  place. 

It  is  certainly  not  usual  for  a  sudden  suppression  of  the  catamenia  to 
produce  such  grave  symptoms,  and  it  can  only  be  explained  by  sup- 
posing either  that  she  was  in  a  morbid  state  at  the  time  of  the  strangula- 
tion, or  that  that,  together  with  the  operation,  might  have  rendered  her 
unable  to  resist  causes  of  disease  that  under  ordinary  circumstances  would 
have  had  but  liitle  influence. 

Hydroctle. — Of  the  three  operations  for  the  radical  cure  of  hydrocele 
that  are  still  in  use,  viz.,  injection,  seton  and  incision,  neither  of  them,  I 
think,  is  arlapted  to  all  cases.  In  cases  of  old  hydrocele,  where  the 
tunica  vaginalis  is  so  thickened  and  opake,  that  there  is  no  translucency 
in  the  tumor,  no  one  would  probably  use  the  inje(;tion.  And  even 
where  il  seems  to  be  proper,  it  is  often  very  uncertain  in  its  effects, 
sometimes  not  exciting  sufficient  inflammation  to  cure  the  disease,  and 
at  others  exciting  so  much  as  to  cause  no  small  degree  of  anxiety.  It 
is  unfortunately  true,  that  the  pain  felt  at  the  time  of  the  operation  is  no 
indication  of  the  degree  of  inflammation  that  will  ensue.  1  have  known 
a  portion  of  the  scrotum  to  slough  where  no  fluid  escaped  into  the  cel- 
lular membrane,  and  where  the  patient  complained  of  no  pain  at  the 
time  of  the  operation.  Everything  was  done  in  the  most  skilful  manner, 
and  I  feel  that  I  have  a  right  to  speak  confidently  about  it,  as  I  was 
not  the  operator. 

Again,  even  in  the  hands  of  the  most  careful,  some  of  the  injection 
will  occasionally  escape  into  the  cellular  membrane,  and  then  a  train  of 
troublesome,  if  not  dangerous,  symptoms  ensues.  I  am  aware  that  this 
accident  can  usually  be  guarded  against,  but  it  will  not  always  be,  ex- 
cept by  those  who  frccpuMitly  practi.->e  the  operation. 

Bui  if  this  accident  does  nut  occur,  and  the  iadammaUon  be  not  ex- 
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cessive,  we  often  meet   with  another  difficulty,  and  that  is  the  operation 
fails  because  tliere  is  not  inrtamiiiation  enoua,li. 

This,  then,  must  be  regarded  as  an  uncertain  operation,  and  I  should 
advise  its  performance  only  on  healthy  adults,  in  whose  case  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

The  seton  would  seem  to  be,  a  priori,  the  best  mode  of  operating. 
It  gives  but  little  pain,  it  evacuates  the  fluid,  it  can  be  made  large  or 
small,  retained  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  as  the  case  may  require, 
so  as  to  bring  on  the  precise  degree  of  inflammation  that  may  be  neces- 
sary. But  I  tried  it  twice  the  last  year  and  failed.  The  case  was  a 
fair  one  ;  the  patient  a  healthy  boy  of  nine  years  old.  I  had  punc- 
tured the  tumor  several  times  before.  I  introduced  a  small  cord  con- 
sisting of  four  threads;  he  complained  but  little  at  the  time;  the  water 
oozed  out,  till  it  was  all  discharged,  and  the  testicle  was  so  much  swollen 
at  the  end  of  four  days  as  to  fill  entirely  the  tunica  vaginalis.  The  cord 
was  then  removech,  as  he  complained  of  the  soreness  ;  the  swelling  sub- 
sided, but  in  three  weeks  effusion  took  place  again. 

After  waiting  more  than  a  month.  I  repeated  the  operation,  using  a 
cord  double  the  size  of  the  other,  and  retaining  it  there  twice  as  long. 
It  produced  similar  effects  to  the  other,  and  at  the  expiration  of  two 
months  after  its  lemoval,  the  fluid  was  again  effused.  This  shows  that 
the  common  opinion,  that  the  disease  will  return  in  a  month  after  the 
operation,  if  at  all,  is  not  correct. 

From  these  experiments  I  shall  not  be  inclined  to  try  the  seton  again, 
as  I  cannot  do  it  under  more  favorable  circumstances. 

The  operation  by  incision  is  usually  regarded  as  a  very  severe  one. 
I  have  not  found  it  so,  though  1  have  done  it  very  frequently.  It  to  be 
sure  requires  the  patient  to  be  confined  to  his  bed  usually  three  weeks; 
it  is  attended  with  a  considerable  degree  of  soreness  and  some  pain  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  1  believe  it  to  be  perfectly  safe  and  always  suc- 
cessful. It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  the  mode  of  doing  it,  as  it  must 
be  familiar  to  every  one  who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  surgical  practice. 

This  operation  is  certainly  to  be"  preferred  to  the  oihers  in  all  cases 
where  there  is  any  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  for  the  incision 
settles  that  question  ;  and  in  those  where  the  other  operation  has  been 
tried  and  failed. 

Within  a  few  years  a  new  method  for  the  cure  of  hydrocele  has  been 
introduced,  and,  if  we  might  trust  the  published  accounts,  it  has  been 
attended  with  great  success.  I  allude  to  the  mode  recommended  by 
Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Travers,of  Great  Britain.  It  consists  in  puncturing 
the  tumor  in  one  or  more  places  with  a  small  needle.  A  drop  of  fluid 
usually  escapes  at  each  puncture,  and  when  the  operation  succeeds,  the 
part  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  diameter  around  the  punctures  be- 
comes (Edematous,  the  whole  of  the  fluid,  in  forty-eight  hours,  is  ab- 
sorbed, and  effusion  does  not  again  take  place.  This  is  the  account 
given  of  it  by  its  advocates,  but  it  does  not  accord  with  my  experience. 
1  have  tried  it  in  seven  cases,  and  repeated  it  several  times  in  some  of 
them.  I  have  followed  as  exactly  as  I  could  the  directions  laid  down 
for  its  performance ;  1  have  used  various  kinds  of  needles,  and  I  have 
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not  succeeded  in  a  single  case.  Were  it  not  that  others  with  whom  I 
had  coiiveised  had  been  equally  unsuccessful,  and  that  I  had  not  met 
with  an  individual  who  had  succeeded,  I  should  have  atliibuted  it  to  my 
own  want  o(  skill. 

In  one  of  tny  patients  the  oedema  formed  around  the  puncture  and 
the  Huid  disappeared  in  six-and-thirty  hours,  but  was  effused  a2,ain  in 
three  weeks.  This  was  the  only  case  in  which  there  was  a  prospect  of 
a  cure. 

1  shall  not  abandon  it  without  further  trials,  for  if  it  would  answer  as  a 
substitute  for  the  operation  now  in  use,  it  would  be  a  great  improvement 
in  surgical  practice. 

Ligature  of  the  Femoral  Artery. — This  operation  was  performed  in 
consequence  of  secondary  hemorrhage  after  amputation  below  the  knee. 
The  patient  was  very  feeble,  having  suffered  from  the  affection  of  his 
limb  eighteen  years;  this  latterly  had  assumed  a  fungoid  appearance, 
and  iiad  occasionally  bled.  It  was  found,  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
that  the  posterior  tibial  artery  was  softened  and  diseased  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  render  it  difficult  to  secure  it.  This  was  at  length  accom- 
plished, and  the  ligature  remained  on  twelve  days.  It  then  came  off" 
spontaneously,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  after  an  arterial  hemorrhage 
took  place.  This  was  arrested  by  the  tourniquet ;  a  second  occurred  on 
the  following  day,  the  compression  having  been  removed  from  the  artery, 
and  a  slight  one  again  in  the  night.  The  whole  amount  of  blood  lost 
was  inconsiderable,  but  he  was  already  so  much  reduced  that  the  loss  of 
any  was  an  injury.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  tie  the  femoral 
artery,  and  this  was  done  thirty-six  hours  after  the  first  hemorrhage. 
He  lost  no  blood,  and  he  suffered  but  little  pain  in  the  operation.  The 
wound  and  stump  both  healed  kindly,  and  in  a  f<iw  weeks  he  was  dis- 
charged, perfectly  well,  from  the  hospital. 

ItWould  probably  be  thought  best  in  any  similar  case  to  tie  the  fe- 
moral artery  instead  of  searchini,'  for  the  bleeding  vessel  in  the  stump. 
Be  tliat  as  it  may,  it  was  clearly  the  only  course  that  could  have  been 
safely  adopted  in  this  instance.  The  patient  could  not,  probably,  have 
borne  the  suffering  and  loss  of  blood  to  which  the  other  method  would 
have  subjected  him,  and  if  the  artery  could  have  been  found  and  tied, 
it  is  not  iikely  that  it  would  h.ave  answered  the  purpose,  as  the  vessel  at 
that  part  was  in  a  diseased  state. 

Frolap.HUs  Ani. — When  this  complaint  is  in  an  aggravated  form,  it  is 
well  known  that  an  operation  is  olieu  performed  for  its  relief.  This 
consists  in  removing  a  part  of  the  prolapsed  portion,  and  when  cicatriza- 
tion takes  place,  the  contraction  is  such  that  the  difficulty  is  in  a  great 
measure  obviated.  This  operation  was  formerly  done  either  with  a 
knife  or  scissors,  and  I  should  have  continued  to  have  used  one  or  the 
other  of  these  instruments,  if  1  had  been  guided  by  my  own  experience 
alone.  In  no  case  has  the  use  of  them  in  my  practice  been  followed  by 
alarming  hemorrhage,  and  only  in  one  instance  by  a  serious  one. 

But  with  others  the  result  has  sometiu)es  been  different.  There  are 
accounts  of  severe  and  even  fatal  hemorrhage  after  this  operation  with 
the  knife,  and  a   prudent  surgeon,  therefore,  would  hardly  feel  jusli6ed 
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in  exposing  his  patient  to  so  much  hazard,  if  any  other  mode  could  be 
devised. 

I  am  satisfied,  from  several  trials,  that  the  operation  by  the  ligature  is 
perfectly  safe,  equally  efficacious,  and  hardly,  if  at  all,  more  painful 
than  the  old  method.  The  operation  can  be  readily  done  in  the  fol- 
lowing way.  An  enema  of  warm  water  should  be  first  administered, 
and  when  this  comes  away  the  prolapsed  portion  can  usually  be  thrown 
exterior  to  the  sphincter.  It  can  then  be  seized  with  a  double  hook,  which 
should  be  Ijeld  by  an  assistant.  A  needle,  armed  with  a  double  ligature, 
should  then  be  passed  under  the  base  of  the  prolapsed  portion,  the 
needle  cut  out,  and  one  string  tied  firmly  in  one  direction,  and  the  other 
in  the  opposite.  The  part  should  then  be  carefully  returned  within  the 
sphincter,  and  the  ligatures  allowed  to  hang  out  at  the  anus.  If  the  pain 
be  severe,  an  anodyne  enema,  or  an  opiate  by  the  mouth,  or  both,  should 
be  administered.  The  patient  should  keep  in  a  horizontal  position,  and 
live  on  a  mild,  liquid  diet  for  few  days,  and  take  a  gentle  laxative  on 
the  second  day  after  the  operation.  Tlie  ligatures  usually  separate  in 
from  five  to  ten  days ;  I  have  rarely  known  tliem  to  con)e  away  sooner 
than  this,  and  in  some  cases  I  have  seen  them  retained  much  longer. 

This  operation  is  the  same  as  the  one  recommended  by  the  late  Dr. 
Bushe,  though  I  had  practised  it  some  time  before  the  publication  of  his 
work.  It  will  be  found,  also,  a  very  safe  and  effectual  mode  of  remov- 
ing hemorrlioidal  tumors,  tliere  being  the  same  objection  to  the  use  of 
the  knife  in  this  case  as  in  that  of  prolapsus.  When  tlie  tumors  are 
exterior  to  the  sphincter,  they  may  be  freely  cut  off;  the  hemorrhage  is 
never  troublesome. 

It  is  no  unusual  thing  to  find,  after  the  operation  for  prolapsus  and  in- 
ternal hemorrhoids,  that  the  patient  is  troubled  with  stricture  of  the  rec- 
tum. This  is  of  course  produced  by  the  cicatrization,  and  is  in  most 
cases  readily  overcome  bv  the  use  of  a  rectum  bougie.  If  the  patient 
should  continue  to  use  this  occasionally  for  a  length  of  time  after  the 
operation  for  either  complaint,  there  will  be  much  less  danger  of  a  re- 
turn of  the  difficulty. 

Another  important  means  as  a  preventive,  is  the  daily  use  of  an  ene- 
ma of  cold  water.  This  should  be  thrown  up  in  the  morning,  just  before 
the  usual  time  for  a  dejection,  and  it  will  in  most  instances  produce  the 
desired  discharge  from  the  bowels  without  pain.  From  a  gill  to  half  a 
pint  of  water  is  sufficient. 

]Si(tvi  can  also  be  removed  by  ligature,  used  in  the  same  way  as  in 
the  two  other  cases.  When  the  naevus  is  very  large  and  firm,  I  have 
sometin)es,  in  addition  to  tying  it  in  this  vvay,  passed  a  long  slender 
needle  under  it,  introducing  it  in  the  sound  skin  at  some  distance  from  the 
tumor,  and  bringing  it  out  in  a  similar  way  on  the  opposite  side.  1  have 
then  passed  another  needle  at  right  angles  to  this,  and  around  the  two  I 
liave  carried  a  strong  thread  several  times,  drawing  it  tightly  as  possible, 
and  tiien  tyinn  it.      I  have  never  known  this  to  fail. 

Tliis  operation,  even  on  young  children,  pioduces  much  less  irritation 
than  could  have  been  supposed.     I  have   tried   it  upon  them  at  all  ages, 
and  1  have  never  witnessed  any  alarming  or  severe  symptoms.    The  pain, 
10* 
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whatever  it  may  be  at  the  moment,  soon  passes  off,  and  the  child  gene- 
rally becomes  rjuiel  in  a  few  hours. 

Removal  of  Cancer  of  the  Tongue. — The  operations  for  the  removal 
of  cancer  of  the  tongue,  that  have  come  under  my  observation,  have 
rarely  been  successful.  The  disease  usually  soon  reappears  in  the  neigh- 
boring parts,  apparently  more  malignant  in  its  character,  and  certainly 
more  rapid  in  its  progress,  than  before  the  oj)eralion.  I  believe  that  I 
can  truly  say  that,  vviih  perhaps  one  exception,  the  disease  has  in  every 
instance  returned.  In  all  i!ie  cases,  the  diseased  part  was  entirely  re- 
moved, and  in  so(ne  of  them  the  actual  cautery  was  applied  to  the  re- 
mains of  the  tongue,  in  part  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  hemorrhage, 
and  partly  to  eradicate  completely  the  disease. 

Sir  Everard  Home  thought  that  much  was  gained  by  using  the  ligature 
instead  of  the  knife.  In  the  only  instance  in  which  1  tried  this,  it  was 
wholly  unsuccessful.  The  case  was  a  fair  one;  the  disease  was  limited  ; 
the  whole  of  it  was  removed,  and  the  patient  in  other  respects  healthy. 
Yet  the  wound  had  hardly  healed  before  ihe  disease  reappeared,  and 
went  on  with  great  rapidity  till  it  destroyed  the  patient. 

It  seems  somewhat  sins^ular  that  cancer  of  the  tongue  should  be  so 
unmanageable,  when  the  operation  for  cancer  of  the  lip  succeeds  more 
often  than  that  for  ihe  same  disease  in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  It 
is  true  that  some  have  supposed  that  tlie  erodiui,'  ulcer,  with  everted 
and  hardened  edges,  that  is  so  often  met  with  on  the  lip,  has  not  the 
malignancy  of  true  cancer.  But  this  opinion  does  not  seem  to  be  well 
founded,  for  it  is  certain  that  if  this  ulcer  be  left  to  itself,  or  improperly 
managed,  it  will  terminate  in  death. 

The  operation  for  cancer  of  the  tongue,  to  which  I  referred  above  as 
probably  successful,  was  performed  at  the  hospital  in  the  month  of 
January  last.  The  patient  was  a  healthy  man  of  good  habits,  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age.  The  disease  had  existed  five  months.  It  appeared, 
as  it  usually  does,  in  the  form  of  a  small,  hard  tubercle.  It  came  on 
the  tip  of  the  tongue  ;  it  is  more  often  met  with  on  the  side.  It  in- 
creased gradually,  and  gave  him  no  pain  till  about  two  months  before 
the  operation.  At  the  time  of  his  admission  it  was  quite  painful  and 
very  troublesome  from  its  size  and  situation,  being  somewhat  larger  than 
a  nutmeg.  It  had  perceptibly  increased  during  the  week  before  his 
admission. 

As  the  use  of  tobacco  is  supposed  by  many  to  have  an  influence  in  the 
production  of  cancer  of  the  tongue,  I  made  the  inquiry  as  to  this  patient's 
habit  in  this  respect,  and  learned  that  he  had  never  chewed  or  smoked 
tobacco,  and  had  used  snuff  very  sparingly. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  following  manner,  the  day  afier 
he  entered  the  hospital.  The  tongue  being  protruded,  it  was  seized  with 
a  long-bladed  polypus  forceps  transversely  behind  the  tumor,  and  firndy 
compressed.  The  tumor  was  then  taken  between  the  thumb  and  fore- 
finger, a  sharp-pointed  scalpel  was  passed  behind  the  tumor  through  the 
healthy  part  of  the  tongue,  and  about  one  third  of  the  organ  was  cut  off. 
A  ligature  was  applied  to  each  of  the  lingual  arteries.  There  was 
scarcely  any  blood  lost  at  the  time,  owing  to  the  compression  made  by 
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the  forceps,  and  no  hemonliage  took  place  afterwards.  The  wound 
healed  entirely  in  three  weeks,  and  in  a  month  the  patient  was  dis- 
charged well.  The  disease,  I  piesume,  has  not  returned,  for  if  it  had  I 
liave  no  doubt  that  I  sliould  liave  heard  from  him,  as  he  lives  only  a  few 
miles  from  the  city,  and  1  requested  hiu),  when  he  left  the  liospital,  to 
inform  me  if  he  had  any  furtlier  trouble. 

Trephining, — An  account  of  this  case  has  already  been  publislied. 
The  patient,  a  clergyman,  had  suffered  twelve  years  from  epilepsy, 
arising  from  a  diseased  slate  of  the  cranium.  The  carious  portion  of 
bone  was  removed,  with  complete  relief.  Six  months  have  elapsed  since 
ihe  operation,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
period  he  has  had  entire  exemption  froin  his  epileptic  paroxysms. 

There  are  several  other  cases  upon  which  I  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  offered  some  remarks,  had  I  not  already  exceeded  the  limits  which 
I  proposed  to  myself  I  therefore  close  with  the  expression  of  a  hope 
that  those  who  have  the  charge  of  siinilar  institutions,  in  our  country 
especially,  would,  from  time  to  time,  give  reports  of  all  the  cases  that 
come  under  their  care.  In  this  way  our  hospitals  will  be  rendered  still 
more  useful  to  the  public. 

Boston,  October  1st,  1838. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL, 

BOSTON,     OCTOBER    3,    J8.3  8. 


WORCESTER   DISTRICT    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

If  the  practitioners  in  other  districts  made  such  effort  as  distin«Tuishes 
the  Worcester  District  Medical  Society,  science  would  not  have  so  many 
ignorant  opponents.  Tiiere  is  more  energy  wanting  in  the  professional 
ranks  to  keep  pace  with  improvements,  and  more  unanimity,  too,  in 
places  where  no  attention  whatever  is  paid  to  the  advantages  arising 
from  frequently  associating  and  communicating  facts  and  observations  in 
medical  practice  for  the  nmtual  benefit  of  each  other. 

The  physicians  of  Worcester,  as  long  ago  as  October,  1837,  held  a 
meeting  to  revise  the  by-laws  of  the  Society — which  seemed  to  have  be- 
come drowsy — and  finally,  in  August  last,  the  Association  sent  a  circu- 
lar letter  abroad,  explanatory  of  the  objects  of  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  inviting  the  co-operation  of  those  who  did  not  belong  to 
it,  by  first  becoming  fellows,  and  subsequently  members  of  the  District 
Society,  which  is  already  appreciated  for  the  ability  of  its  members. 
The  by-laws,  including  a  catalogue  of  their  library,  list  of  members,  Stc, 
is  a  useful  remembrancer  to  those  who  do  not  reside  immediately  in 
Worcester  county,  and  for  a  copy  of  which  we  beg  to  express  our  thanks 
to  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Butler. 


Illegible  Prescriptions. — An   apothecary  handed   us   a  prescription  to 
read,  the  other  day,  which  was  verily  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  bad  writing. 
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Physicians  arc  proverbial  for  their  chirographic  scrawls,  which  is  alto- 
gether inexcusable,  and  deserving  the  severest  censure.  We  are  con- 
vinced that  many  mistakes,  imputed  to  [apothecaries,  in^  putting  up 
wrong  medicines,  are  actually  caused  by  the  physicians  themselves, 
whose  illegible  scratches  sometimes  cannot  be  decyphered  without  ex- 
treme dithculty,  if  at  all,  by  those  not  particularly  acquainted  with  the 
peculiarity  of  each  prescriber's  hand.  Since  it  is  of  the  utiriost  impor- 
tance to  the  sick,  that  medicines  should  be  correctly  weighed  and 
measured,  and  the  prescrif)tions  minutely  followed,  the  physician  should 
bear  in  mind  the  responsibility  resting  upon  himself  in  the  matter.  Fair, 
round  letters,  distinctly  made,  with  |)laiii  characters  indicating  the  quan- 
tity, could  be  just  as  easily  executed  as  some  of  those  vile  specimens 
strung  upon  iron  wires  in  the  shops  of  the  druggists,  as  though  they  were 
memorials  of  an  age  of  barbarism.  It  is  urged  as  one  cause  of  fatal 
mistakes,  that  boys  are  permitted  to  deal  out  articles  in  apothecary  es- 
tablishments, who  should  never  be  sutTered  to  do  so,  till  they  have  be- 
come perfectly  conversant  with  the  business.  However  correct  this  may 
be,  as  the  law  allows  druggists  to  have  apprentices,  it  is  the  more  neces- 
sary that  the  profession  should  guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  miscon- 
struction of  the  names  of  articles,  by  a  fair  and  distinct  penmanship. 


Antique  Surgical  Instruments. — It  is  presumed  that  there  must  be,  in 
Boston,  a  vast  variety  of  old  surgical  instruments,  utterly  useless  to 
those  who  possess  them,  and  consequently  of  no  value.  JNIany  families 
who,  at  one  period  and  another,  have  become  possessed  of  these  kinds  of 
curiosities,  through  a  relationship  to  medical  men  who  have  flourished  in 
this  city  and  its  environs,  might  contribute  them  to  some  association 
where  they  would  be  preserved.  For  example,  if  a  committee  of  the 
Medical  Association,  or  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement, 
were  to  solicit  these  by-gone  things,  a  museum  of  rare  interest  to  surgeons 
might  be  collected.  A  collection  of  this  sort  exists  in  Paris,  which  is 
consulted  both  by  operators  and  instrument-makers,  with  manifest  advan- 
tage, and  it  has  always  been  regarded  by  visiters  as  one  of  the  rarest  ex- 
hibitions that  could  have  been  devised.  Hawk-bill  forceps,  tooth  keys, 
amputating  knives,  catheters,  amputating  bit-stocks,  splints  for  frac- 
tured limbs,  cupping  apparatus,  ophthalmic  instruments.  Sic,  must  ex- 
ist in  abundance.  Some  of  the  camp  and  hospital  surgical  cases, 
used  during  the  revolutionary  war,  should  certainly  be  looked  up,  if  no- 
thing more.  Dr.  Thacher,  of  Plymouth,  may  still  own  the  instruments 
which  he  had  when  present  at  the  execution  of  Major  Andre. 


Mineral  Waters  of  Jiron. — Dr.  S.  Salisbury  has  favored  the  commu- 
nity with  a  very  satisfactory  pamphlet  on  the  mineral  wafers  of  Livings- 
ton County,  N.  Y.  He  has  collected  a  general  history  of  the  eflects 
produced  on  invalids,  of  various  descriptions,  from  1792  to  the  present 
time,  and  the  evidence  is  pretty  conclusive  that  the  water  possesses 
valuable  properties.  It  seems  that  the  springs  now  christened  JivoUy 
were  known  to  the  Seneca  Indians,  under  the  name  of  Cnna-iva^j^iis. 
These  Indians  resr>rtr(l  to  them  for  the  cure  of  diseases  of  the  skin.  Dr. 
Francis,  of  New  York,  who  analyzed  the  water,  did  not  discover  the 
presence  of  iodine.     Nevertheless,  Dr.  Salisbury  gives  an  opinion  that 
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both  iodine  and  bromine  enter  into  the  composition.  The  investigation 
has  fallen  into  good  hands,  and  we  recommend  the  publication  to  the  at- 
tentive perusal  of  valetudinarians. 


American  Phrenological  Journal. — No.  1,  dated  October,  although  pub- 
lished in  September,  at  Philadelphia,  by  A.  Waldie,  is  a  fair  specimen  of 
the  mode  in  which  it  is  intended  to  conduct  the  work.  Dr.  Sewali's  two 
lectures,  as  usual  in  the  hands  of  phrenological  believers,  are  unmerci- 
fully criticized.  The  doctor  is  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  a  martyr.  A 
Pbrenoldgical  Analysis  of  Conversion,  &c.,  beside  other  well-written 
articles,  constitute  a  finely-printed  journal  of  thirty-two  pages,  which 
should  be  sustained  by  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
phrenology.  It  would  be  far  better  for  the  interests  of  the  owner,  if  the 
editor  should  stand  out  fearlessly  with  his  name  on  the  cover. 


Medical  Sociehj  of  Louisiana. — No  State  Society  has  yet  been  or- 
ganized in  Louisiana,  but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  have  one,  in  which  the 
whole  medical  brotherhood  of  the  State  will  become  united.  At  present 
there  are  two  distinct  medical  associations,  whose  influence  has  long 
been  salutary  in  concentrating  and  directing  professional  exertion. 

There  are  two  Examining  Medical  Boards,  as  they  are  called,  in 
Louisiana  ;  one  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  other  at  Natchitoches,  on  the 
Red  River.  It  is  their  duty  to  grant  licenses  to  all  physicians,  sur- 
geons and  apothecaries,  who  apply,  in  the  State,  upon  proof  being  fur- 
nished by  the  applicant  of  a  good  moral  character  and  necessary  quali- 
fications. 


JVe^v  Yoi'k  Dispensary. — With  its  usual  fearlessness,  the  Medical 
Examiner,  of  New  York,  catalogues  all  the  faults  of  the  Dispensary 
Physicians,  and  holds  them  up  to  public  exhibition.  One  charge  is  tar- 
diness, and  another  neglect.  The  physician  who  visited  a  poor  child  tivo 
days  after  being  called,  should  have  the  benefit  of  staying  at  home  in  fu- 
ture. No  such  charges  were  ever  brought  against  the  Dispensary  phy- 
sicians of  Boston,  who  are  surpassed  for  their  prom[)titude  in  business, 
courte.sy,  and  philanthropic  exertif)ns  in  behalf  of  the  suffering,  sick, 
poverty-stricken  subjects  of  the  Dispensary. 


Medical  College  of  Georgia. — In  the  notice  of  this  College,  in  a  late 
No.  of  the  Journal,  we  regret  to  find  that  the  name  of  the  able  Professor 
of  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Joseph  A.  Eve,  was  omitted. 
Dr.  E.  was  graduated  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  1828,  and  made  an  Euro- 
pean tour  before  receiving  his  present  appointment. 


School  Plujsiolcgy. — Mention  is  made,  in  some  of  the  New  York  pa- 
pers, of  an  elementary  treatise  on  physiology,  expressly  designed  for 
common  schools.  That  such  a  work  ought  to  be  universally  introduced 
to  the  atrention  of  youth,  will  be  generally  admitted.  A  Dr.  Lee,  of 
that  city,  is  the  author. 


Vaccination  necessary  on  entering  School. — In    an    official  ordinance   of 
the  City  of  Lowell,  is  the  following  section  : — "  No  person  who  has  not 
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been  vaccinated  or  otherwise  secured  against  contagion  of  the  smallpox, 
shall  be  admitted,  or  pertnitted  to  remain,  as  a  scholar,  in  any  ol'  the 
pul)lic  schools."  The  wisfloin  of  this  regulation  cannot  be  denied.  It 
should  he  strictly  enforced  in  every  country  school,  however  small,  and 
in  every  academy  and  college,  in  the  Union.  Boston  and  Lowell  are 
the  only  places  in  this  country,  to  our  knowledge,  where  vaccination  is 
rigidly  enforced,  as  a  requisition  for  admission  into  the  public  schools. 


Dllafation  and  Contraclion  of  the  Pupil  after  Death. — Autopsy  ten  hours 
after  death  ;  case  of  hydrophobia  ;  reported  by  M.  P.  C.  Gorey,  for  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  "  A  phenomenon  worthy  of 
attention,  which  has  not  yet  been  observed,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  this 
disease,  occurred  to  us  wlien  examining  the  eyes.  The  iris  exhibited  the 
same  motions  as  in  life.  The  pupil  dilated  itself  on  covering  the  eye  with 
the  eyelids,  and  again  contracted  as  soon  as  the  light  was  admitted. 
These  alternated  motions  were  as  lively  as  during  life.  The  color  of  the 
iris  was  not  changed  ;  it  was  of  blue-gray,  and  had  only  acquired  a  lustre 
or  brilliancy,  which  might  be  called  phosphoric.  We  excited  this  sensi- 
bility of  the  iris  many  times,  and  more  than. twelve  hours  after  death." 


British  J^aval  Surgeons. — Fifty-four  Surgeons  of  the  Royal  Navy  have 
accepted  the  commuted  allowance  by  the  Admiralty,  and  will  be  placed 
on  the  retired  list.  In  the  United  States,  it  is  work  or  die  with  the 
government  medical  servants.  Without  being  able  to  lay  by  a  dollar  for 
oW  age,  such  is  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation,  if  by  misfortune 
they  are  rendered  unfit  for  the  fatigues  of  the  sea  or  hospital  practice, 
the  surgeon  must  continue  to  do  something,  if  it  is  only  braying  a  mortar, 
because  there  is  no  provision  made,  in  the  shape  of  a  retiring  fund,  for 
his  maintenance  when  broken  down  by  the  arduous  duties  of  a  sea- 
beaten  life. 

Cedron  JV«^ — Extraordinary  virtues  are  ascribed  to  these  nuts,  which 
grow  plentifully  in  the  vally  of  Couca,  in  New  Grenada.  By  the  natives 
they  are  held  in  great  esteem,  on  account  of  containing  medicinal  quali- 
ties which  seem  not  to  be  known  far  beyond  the  place  of  growth.  Ry 
scraping  a  small  quantity — as  much  as  could  be  held  on  the  end  of  a 
penknife — and  drinking  it  down  in  some  convenient  fluid,  immediately  af- 
ter havin<T  been  poisoned  by  the  bite  of  a  venomous  reptile,  or  a  rabid 
animal,  it  acts  as  a  complete  specific.  It  is  said  that  all  persons  working 
in  the  woods  of  New  Grenada,  carry  the  article  with  them.  Even  the 
laborers  now  employed  in  constructing  a  public  road,  carry  a  nut  sus- 
pended round  the  neck  by  a  cord.  Thus  much  is  stated  on  the  authority 
of  IMr.  A.  Bnardman,  of  New  York,  in  a  note  addressed  to  the  editor  of 
the  Medical  Examiner. 


To  CoRRKSPONDKNTS. — The  commupications  of  Drs,  Partridge,  Newcomb, 
anrl  Smitii,  with  others  before  referred  to,  must  be  dcfcrrod  for  a  fortnight,  as  no 
number  nviU  be  issueil  noxt  week — Nos.  1)  and  10  being  published  together  to-day, 
in  order  tKat  Dr.  Ilayward's  interesting  report  might  be  printed  entire. 

DiF.n, — In  Tlioinaston,  Me.,  Dr.  Brown  Stimpson. — .\t  Greenville,  S.  C,  Dr. 
Earl,  killed  in  a  quarrel. — .\t  New  York,  Dr.  Isaac  P.  Freeman,  aged  31,  of  Pas- 
quotduk,  N.  C. 


Medical  Intelligence.  163 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  geptember  29,  44.    Males,  19 — females, 25. 

Cotistimption,  4 — bowel  complaint,  1 — canker  in  llie  bowels,  2 — Imoping  coii<;h,  1  —  infantile,  4 — ■ 
dysentery,  I— quinsy,  1 — dropsy  in  the  head,  1  —  inteniperuiice,  2— teetliing,  1 — clinlera  infanlnni,  4 — 
scarlet  fever,  3 — phliiisis,  I — iriilainniatKin  of  the  lirain,  1 — scrofula,  1 — dropsy,  2 — itifliiiMiiiatiiui  of 
the  stomach,  1 — croup,  2 — old  aL'e,  1  — iiajmorrliaiie  of  the  luufis,  1 — ciiildbcd,  1 — disease  of  the 
heart,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,   1 — enlargement  of  the  heart,  ] — accidenlal,  1 — stillborn,  1. 

UNIVERSITY    OF    THE     STATE     OF    ISEVV     YORK. 

COLLEGE  OF  PHVSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  Lectures  in  tliis  Institution  will  commence  on  the  tirst  Alonday  in  Xovember,  and  continue  for 
four  njontlis. 

J.  AiJGUsriNE  Smith,  M.D,  Professor  of  Pliysiolopy. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  fll.l).,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  (Lectures  at  the  New  York 
Hospital.) 

Joseph  Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

EowiRD  Delafield,  M.I).,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

John   B.   Beck,  M.D.,   Professor  of  Maieria  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  TonREV,  MI).,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Rhinelander,  .\I.D.,  Professor  of  Anat(uiiy. 

Alban  G.  Smith,  .\I.[)..  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  iM.D.,  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

The  expense  of  attendin;;a  course  of  Lectures  by  all  the  Professors,  is  $108. 

Attendance  upon  two  complete  courses  of  Lectures  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  student  to  present 
bimself  for  graduation,  one  of  which  must  have  been  attended  at  this  College.  He  must  also  liave 
studied  medicine  three  years,  and  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  yeais. 

Two  opportunities  in  each  year  are  alTorded  for  graduation  ;  one  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  and 
one  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

The  examination  of  Candidates  for  the  Spring  graduation  commences  on  the  tiist  of  INlaich,  and 
for  the  Fall  graduation  on  the  2nd  Tuesday  in  September. 

CoUea-e  Biiililiiig.  —  During  the  last  year,  the  new  and  extensive  College  edifice  in  Crosby  Street  has 
been  completed.  In  its  conslruction,  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  provide  within  iis  walls  every  ac- 
commodiilion  that  may  be  necessary  for  carryins  on  the  business  of  instruction  in  the  various  depait- 
ments  of  Meilical  Science,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  no  one  respect  will  it  lie  found  wanting  in  the 
great  objects  for  which  it  was  designed.  To  the  planning  of  the  Anatomical  part  of  the  building, 
especial  attention  has  been  paid,  with  the  view  of  furnishing  every  convenience  and  accommodation 
thi.t  may  be  required  for  teaching  .Anatomy,  as  well  as  for  private  dissection.  In  addition  to  the 
public  dissecting  room,  a  niimlier  of  sm  iller  rooms  have  been  fitted  up,  where  Anatomical  inves- 
tigations may  be  pursued  in  a  more  retired  and  private  manner. 

JVeuj  York  Hospital. — This  Institution  accommodates  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  and  pre- 
sents every  variety  of  disease  and  accident  to  which  the  huinaii  fianie  is  liable.  Situated  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city,  and  within  a  few  minutes  walk  of  the  College,  it  possesses  the  great  advantage  of 
being  easy  of  access,  without  any  loss  of  time,  and  the  students  have  daily  opportunities  of  witness- 
ing the  prtictice  of  the  house. 

JVeio  York  Ear  and  Eye  Infirmary. — The  average  number  of  patients  who  resort  annually  to  this  In- 
sitntion,  for  professional  advice,  amounts  to  upwards  of  one  thousand.  It  thus  furnislies  the  amplest 
field  for  observation  and  instruction  in  the  various  diseases  of  the  Eve  and  Ear.  It  is  opened  gratui- 
tously to  the  students  of  the  College.  J.   AUGUSTINE  SMITH,  M.D.,  Preiif^CHt. 

N.  H.  DERING,  SX.O.,  RcgUlrar. 

JVew  York,  June  25,  1838.  Aug  29— tNI 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL    SOCIETY— COUNSELLORS'    MEETING. 

A  stated  meeting   of  the  Counsellors  of  the  .Massachusetts  Me<lical   Society  will   be   held   at  the 
Society's  Room,  Athena:uin  Building,  Pearl  street,  on  Wednesday,  October  3,  at   11  o'clock,  .■A.M. 

S.  D.  TOWiVSENl),  Recording  Secretary. 
Sept.  26— 2 w 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  Instruction.  Students  will  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgictil  departments  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  the  smallpox 
anil  varioloid  diseases.  They  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  tlie  cases  which  they  witness, 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  (College,  they  will  receive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportunities  will 
be  afforded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  e,\pense. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

H.I.  nOWDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  iM.D. 
July  2.5— eoptX—emtJy  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

INFIRMARY   FOR   SPINAL   DISTORTIONS,    CLUB   FEET,   &c. 

M  65  Belknnp  Street,  Boston. 
Patie:»t3  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  immediate  neicbborhood. 

JOM.N'   B.   BROW.N,  M.I).,  Snrseon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections, Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  onr  advice 
whenever  called  upon. 

Georae  Hayward,  Edward  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  %Varren,  John  Jeffries,  John  Homans, 
M.  S.  Perry,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Shfittuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  Ilale,  W.  Strong,  (Jeorge  Park- 
man,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Lane,  Edw.  Warren, 
Geo.  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  August  1,  1838.  tf. 
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MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Thu  siih'crihfirs  are  associifert  fur  rlio  purpuse  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  iiieilical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  followiri!:  terms  : 

'I'lie  iiiipil-'  will  lie  ailinilteil  to  I  he  iirariice  oft  lie  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lertnres  on  the  rases  tlK^v  witni^ss  there.  Iiistriictioii,  by  lectures  or  e.\aniiiiatious,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  puliliclertun^s,  <'very  w  (-(-k  day. 

On   Wiilwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  U'oiiii'ii  and  (Miildreii,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Channing. 
On  Physioloijv,  PaLholosv, 'J'herapentii  s,  and  .Materia  iMedica,  -  -      ''       Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  I'rinciples  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  - "       Dr.  Oris. 

On  .Vnatomy,        ....  .■..--.  .  <<       J)r.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  with  )iit  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acqiliring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  t'ees  ire  $IJ  )— to  he  naid  in  advance.  Nocredit  liven,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

\  )|Jlic  ilious  areto  be  made  to  Ur.  Walter  Channing,  Tremont  Street,  opposite  the  Trenioni  House, 
Boston.  WALTEK  (MIA.N.NLNG, 

JOH.\   WAKE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEt^UGE  W.  OTIS,  JU. 

WL\8L0W   LEWIS,  JR. 

SCIlOOf.    FOR    IMRDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  .Subscribers  proiinse  fstalilisliini  a  ;itivate  Medical  .'^clioid.  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  (Jeneral  Hospital  and   other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  lientTorded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  insiniitions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  lorm  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  tlic  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Materia  iMedica,  by        .        -        -        Dn.  Rioelow. 
On  Anatoiiiv  and  Snraerv,  by  --------    Dr.  Reynolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  (Uiemistry ,  by-------        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physiolosv  and  Patholouy,  by  -------        -     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throimhout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  .Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  he  given  iii  the  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REVNOr-DS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.   lnr\lPHREV.-^  STORfiR, 

An2  29— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

FALLING   OF  THE   WO.MB   CURED   HY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  CTERO  ABDO.MINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolnp^ii.-t  Uteri,  nr  Fiillinir  of  tlir  fVomb,  an(\  other  diseases  depeodiim  upon  a  relaxation  of  Hie  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instrnment  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  rtsloralion  to 
health.  VVhen  this  instrument  is  careCiiily  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  tlie  distressinsr  ^' drtiirgnin-  mid  hcarin^-doirn" 
sensations  which  accompaiiv  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Siipnorter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  I  he  patient  without  further  aid.  \Vi  th- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  VUro-^bduminal  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  iT'eat  success  uliichtliis  instrnment  lias  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  exaniinn- 
tion  by  the  phvsician  will  indnre  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  .zratify- 
ing  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  appndialioii  of  !^ir  .Asliey  Cooper,  <if  London.  F.d«ard  Delatield, 
M. 0., Professor  of  Mitlwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  .New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  the 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  itsqualities.  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  inslrninent,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  iiiiit.itioiis.  The  genuine  Tiiisses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  tlie  label,  and  the  Sniiiiorler  has  its  litl<^  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMf)S    (}.   HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  Xew  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  .Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  it.slruments,  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  he  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  &   REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  21  Merchants  Row.  Boston. 

MEDICAL   INSTITUTION   OF  YALE   COLLEGE. 

The  course  of  Medical  Instruction  in  Vale  (^(dlege  begins  on  Thnisday,  November  1st,  1838,  and  it 
continues  seventeen  weeks.     The  s(!veral  braiiclies  are  laiiglU  as  I'ldlows,  viz. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,  by  -        .        -         Em  Ives,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  anrl  Pharmacy,  by  ....        -     Benjami.n  Sili.imai*,  IM.D.  and  Lf^.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  'I'lK^rapentics,  liy  -        -        AVii,i.i  am  Ti-llv,  M.D. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by     -        -        -    Jonathan  Kmohi,  M.D. 

Obstetrics,  by Timo  rnv  P.  Beers,  M.D. 

Anatoinv  ami  Physiology,  hy Charles  IIookek.  .M.D. 

The  matriculation  fee  and  conliiigent  hill  are  $7,.'ifl ;  the  fees  for  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Siireery, 
Maleria  Medica,  and  'i'lieorv  and  Practice,  are  .'S13,.'i0  each,  and  for  Obstetrics  .S<).00 — amounting  to 
$7r),0i)-the  wholi'  to  he  p:iid  in  advance.     The  graduation  fee  is  Sl.''i,nn. 

Yitir  Cnllr,:r,.1,i,j.  IT,,  |,-<.1,t.  A-.'!t— (iw  (MIAS.   HOOKER,   Srrrrtnnj. 

THE  IIO.STON  .MEDICAL  A  .N' 1)  SUItt;  IC  A  L  lOI'l!  .\  \  L  is  piiblisheil  every  Wednes.lay,  by 
D.  (HjAPP,  .IR.  at  IKl  Washington  Street,  i  roner  of  l"i;inklin  Street,  to  h  hom  ail  rommniiirali(Uis 
must  be  addressed, /inv/-;,n„/.  ||  Is  also  piihlislied  in  Monthly  Parts,  e.ich  Pari  conlaiiiiiic  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  prece<ling  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.MITII,  M.D.  Edilcu-.— Price  *:!,n(l  n 
year  in  advance.  !%3.."iO  after  three  months,  aiifl  $1.0(1  ifnol  paid  within  the  year. — Agents  allowed 
everv  seventh  copv  gratii. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  he  accuuiiiauied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
satisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspajiei. 
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OPERATIOiN   FOR   THE   FORMATION    OF    ARTIFICIAL    PUPIL. 

BY    EDWARD    J.    DAVENPORT,    M.D.,    BOSTON. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journnl.] 

The  formation  of  an  artificial  pupil,  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stanceSj  is  not  to  be  considered  as  an  operation  easily  and  safely  exe- 
cuted :  on  the  contrary  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult 
in  execution,  and  the  most  doubtful  as  regards  the  final  result,  in  the 
range  of  ophthalmic  surgery.  "  In  some  rare  instances,  in  which  the 
eye  has  not  suffered  much,  in  which  the  lens  and  capsule  are  entire,  and 
not  injured  by  the  operation,  perfect  sight  may  be  restored.  But,  gene- 
rally speaking,  the  result  of  this  proceeding  is  much  less  favorable  than 
that  of  cataract  operations.  Tn  many  instances,  the  patient  must  be  con- 
tented if  he  should  be  able  to  see  large  objects  and  to  find  his  way 
alone."* 

The  case  detailed  below,  presented  several  obstacles  to  a  successful 
issue  ;  the  chief  of  which,  were  the  extreme  flatness  of  the  cornea  and 
the  extensive  adhesions  between  that  part  and  the  iris.  Whenever  the 
capsule  and  crystalline  lens  retain  their  transparency,  it  is  highly  im- 
portant that  they  should  not  be  removed  or  injured  in  any  way.  For 
besides  their  importance  to  the  due  performance  of  the  function  of 
vision,  in  the  event  of  a  successful  operation,  it  must  be  apparent  that 
the  laceration  of  the  capsule  will  destroy  the  support  anteriorly  afforded 
by  that  membrane  to  the  vitreous  humor,  and  as  in  extraction  of  cata- 
ract, may  and  in  many  instances  inevitably  will  be  followed  by  the  loss 
of  a  greater  or  smaller  portion  of  that  humor.  When,  then,  the  ante- 
rior chamber  is  abolished,  by  the  cornea  being  flat  (presenting  a  plane 
surface  nearly)  and  the  iris  being  adherent  over  a  large  extent  and  in 
close  contact  throughout  the  whole  posterior  face,  it  is  a  matter  of  no 
small  difficulty  to  pass  a  sharp-pointed  knife  through  the  cornea,  and  of 
necessity  through  the  iris  also,  without  puncturing  the  capsule  and  lens. 
The  loss  of  the  lens,  indeed,  can  afterwards  be  supplied  by  the  use  of 
convex  glasses  ;  and  the  evacuation  of  a  large  part  or  even  the  whole 
of  the  vitreous  humor,f  according  to  some  writers,  does  not  necessarily 
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induce  blindness.  But  the  perfection  of  the  operation,  which  forms  the 
subject  of  these  remarks,  imperatively  demands  that  the  integrity  of  all 
these  parts  should  remain  inviolate,  provided,  always,  that  they  are  in  a 
sound  state. 

Before  describing  the  case  in  hand,  I  beg  permission  to  quote  the 
practical  deductions  drawn  by  Scarpa,  from  a  consideration  of  the  dif- 
ferent methods  adopted  by  eminent  surgeons  for  the  formation  of  a  per- 
manent artificial  pupil,  premising  that  iiis  objections  to  the  employment 
of  the  hook  and  scissors  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  and  excising  a 
portion  of  the  iris,  as  performed  in  certain  cases  by  Beer  and  Gibson, 
are  not,  in  my  opinion,  well  founded.  Scarpa,  having  relinquished  his 
operation  by  detachment  of  the  iris,  gives  the  following  indications.  "  The 
use  of  the  scissors,  for  making  an  opening  in  the  iris  with  exactness 
and  certainty,  rendering  a  division  of  the  cornea  indispensable,  to  do 
this  in  such  a  manner  as  to  include  as  small  a  part  of  the  circumference 
of  that  membrane  as  possible,  and  far  less  than  is  usual  in  the  extrac- 
tion of  cataract  ;  to  divide  the  iris  with  the  scissors  in  such  a  manner, 
that  a  small  triangular  flap  may  be  formed  in  it,  and  as  much  as  pos- 
sible in  its  centre  ;  and,  lastly,  that  the  new  pupil,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, may  be  in  the  centre  of  the  iris,  or  at  least  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  ciliary  ligament  and  processes,  that  the  latter  may  not  be  an 
obstacle  to  vision."  To  these  rules,  which  he  says  apply  to  all  cases, 
both  sin^ple  and  complicated,  he  allows  there  may  be  one  exception. 
The  exception  occurs  in  those  (not  uncommon)  cases  of  closure  of  the 
pupil,  in  which  the  pupillary  margin  of  the  iris  has  been  drawn  into 
the  cicatrix  of  the  cornea  and  remained  adherent  to  it.  The  fibres  of 
the  iris  being  thereby  put  on  the  stretch,  a  transverse  incision  in  the 
iris  alone  is  at  once  the  most  simple  and  obvious  proceeding.  Ac- 
counts of  this  latter  operation  having  been  performed  with  much  suc- 
cess, may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Sir  VV,  Adams,  and  in  this  country 
in  Dr.  Delafield's  appendix  to  the  American  edition  of  Travers  on  the 
Eye.  But  the  operation  by  incision  (Koretomia)  alone,  is  admissible, 
however,  only  when  the  capsule  and  lens  are  opaque,  or  after  extraction, 
and  not  where  these  parts  remain  transparent  and  in  situ,  and  I  there- 
fore employed  the  hook  and  scissors,  adopting,  more  particularly  in  the 
second  operation,  the  method  pursued  by  Gibson,*  in  such  cases.  In 
cases  of  this  description,  i.  e.,  where  there  are  extensive  adhesions  be- 
an ccess  of  I  lie  operation.  \  linvc  known,  indeed,  some  instances  of  the  eye  remaining  sunk  and  useless 
after  Ihin  accident,  l)iit  most  freiiuently  tlie  (;lobe  begins  soon  to  fill  again,  and  in  the  course  of  two 
or  three  wci'ks  it  li.n  coininonly  acquired  its  usual  hulk,  probably  from  a  regeneration  of  the  aque- 
ouM  hiimi)r."  tie  adils,  "  I  have  ofien  observed  as  perfect  a  state  of  vision  after  this  operation, 
where  all  the  vitreous  humor  had  been  lost,  as  if  none  of  it  had  been  discharged  ;  of  which  a  re- 
markable instance  occurred  in  a  woman  who  some  time  ago  had  the  operation  performed  on  both 
eyes.  The  eyes  were  otherwise  apparently  sound,  in  one,  the  whole  of  the  vitreous  humor  was 
forced  out  along  with  the  cataract,  and  the  eye  sunk  entirely  to  the  bottom  of  the  orbit ;  in  the  other, 
the  opifratinn  was  pei  formed  with  much  accuracy,  the  cataract  was  extracted  and  none  of  the  vitreous 
escaped.  In  the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks,  however,  from  the  operation,  both  eyes  were  of  the 
Kami'  hulk  ;  Ihoii  appeurance  was  perfectly  similar,  and  the  patient  discovered  objects  equally  well  with 
either  of  lli"ui  "  .ScnivEniri — cited  by  I'nrlerjield  in  his  e.xcellent  'J'reatine  on  Ike  Eye  and  Phenomena 
of  Ki.<i»n  — by  way  of  experiment,  squeezed  the  whole  of  the  humors  out  of  the  eyes  of  a  goose,  a 
cock  and  n  hen.  all  of  whom  again  recovered  tlielraight  without  the  assistance  of  any  medicine. 

In  reference  to  the  subject  of  the.ne  extracts,  I  may  observe  that  in  n  metrical  essay  recently  pub- 
lished, upon  the  healing  art,  it  has  been  recommended  to  inject  the  eyeball  with  lukewarm  water, 
as  a  siibsiitute  for  (he  natural  contents,  whenever,  unfortunately,  they  have  been  evacuated  by  acci- 
dent or  during  any  surgical  operation! 

*  Practical  Observations  on  the  Ponnuiion  of  Arlificial  Pupil,  by  Benjamin  Gibson,  Manchester. 
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Iween  the  iris  and  opaque  cornea,  which  include  the  whole  border  of 
the  pupil,  or  nearly  so,  before  the  hook  or  scissors  can  be  used  with 
advantage,  Mr.  Gibson  observes,  it  becomes  necessary  to  separate  the 
adhesions  as  extensively  as  possible.  For  this  purpose  the  point  of 
the  cornea-knife  is  to  be  passed  through  the  cornea  in  the  usual  way,  as 
in  making  the  punctuation  in  extraction,  and  is  to  be  directed  to  those 
adhesions,  the  division  of  which  will  most  effectually  tend  to  render  the 
iris  free,  for  the  subsequent  part  of  the  operation.  Great  care  must 
at  the  same  time  be  taken  to  avoid  undue  pressure  upon  the  eyeball, 
that  the  aqueous  humor  may  not  escape  before  that  object  is  accom- 
plished ;  for  otherwise  the  cornea  and  adherent  iris  will  become  flaccid, 
and  the  adhesions  be  much  more  difficult  to  separate.  To  the  per- 
manent success  of  this  operation,  Mr.  G.  considers  it  of  consequence 
that  a  portion  of  the  iris  should  be  removed. 

Case.  B.  M.,  29  years  of  age.  In  the  month  of  May,  1837,  was 
attacked,  in  both  eyes,  with  purulent  ophthalmia,  and  this  resulted  in 
total  blindness,*  from  ulceration  or  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  the  conse- 
quent prolapse  of  the  irides  and  closure  of  the  pupils.  When  first 
seen  by  me,  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  cornea  of  the  right  eye,  and  a 
rather  smaller  extent  of  the  left,  was  occupied  by  a  dense  opacity  of  a 
pearly  white  color,  in  which  were  plainly  visible  several  black  points, 
indicating  the  places  where  the  irides  had  protruded  and  had  become 
inseparably  united  with  the  cicatrices  left  by  the  ulcers.  In  these  cica- 
trices, the  whole  pupillary  or  free  margin  of  the  iris  had  become  in- 
volved or  included,  and  hence  the  occurrence  of  closure  of  the  pupils, 
which  was  entire  and  irremediable  except  by  an  operation.  The  cor- 
nea of  each  eye,  but  especially  that  of  the  right,  had  lost  its  natural 
convexity,  and  had  become  extremely  flattened.  The  irides  were  in 
close  contact  everywhere  with  the  posterior  face  of  the  cornea,  and  of 
course  the  anterior  chambers  of  the  eye  were  completely  abolished. 
Both  eyes  were  affected  with  chronic  inflammation,  and  the  lining  mem- 
brane of  the  upper  lids  was  granulated.  She  had,  however,  a  distinct 
perception  of  light,  and  could  readily  distinguish  day  from  night,  and 
even  moderate  variations  in  the  degrees  of  light.  During  an  attack  of 
a  violent  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  about  six  months  since,  she  expe- 
rienced luminous  spectra,  or  a  morbid  perception,  as  of  flashes  of  blue 
or  variegated  light,  accompanied  with  showers  of  sparks  ;  this  was  at- 
tended with  photophobia.  As  the  inflammation  subsided,  these  gradu- 
ally disappeared,  or  rather  gave  place  to  the  appearance  of  dark  muscae 
floating  in  the  field  of  vision,  which  were  apparent  only  in  the  day-time, 
and  most  so  when  the  light  was  the  most  bright.  Immediately  after 
the  operation  they  ceased  to  be  visible,  but  again  appeared,  though  much 
less  numerous  and  distinct  than  before. 

The  first  step  was  to  bring  the  eyes  into  a  more  healthy  condition, 
by  moderate  local  depletion,  and  by  making  local  applications  to  reduce 
the  granulations  of  the  lids.  When,  by  these  means,  both  eyes  and 
lids  were  brought  into  a  sounder  state,  I  attempted  to  form  an  artificial 
pupil  in  the  right  eye.     The  patient  having  been  cupped,  and  having 

♦  Blindness,  so  far  that  the  patient  could  not  find  her  way  about  alone. 
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taken  a  dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  on  the  preceding  day,  an  incision 
was  made  in  the  lower  pari  of  the  cornea,  as  for  extraction  of  cataract, 
but  of  less  extent.  From  the  extreme  flatness  of  the  cornea,  and  con- 
sequent abolition  of  the  anterior  chamber,  it  was  very  difficult  to  avoid 
puncturing  the  anterior  capsule  of  the  lens.  This  was  followed  by  the 
escape  of  the  crystalline  and  the  loss  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
vitreous  humor.  A  sufficient  portion  of  the  iris,  iiowever,  was  removed, 
and  the  eye  was  bandaged  as  after  extraction.  On  the  succeeding  day, 
the  eye  had  regained  its  usual  fulness,  and  the  inflammation  was  not  at 
all  severe.  But  the  opacity  resulting  from  the  incision  was  so  extensive 
as  to  render  the  operation  of  no  avail, 

Sept.  1th.  Assisted  by  Dr,  Palmer,  and  in  the  presence  of  Dr. 
Strong  and  Dr,  Hopkins,  an  operation  was  performed  on  the  opposite 
eye.  The  patient  being  placed  on  a  bed,  in  a  horizontal  position  and 
with  the  head  slightly  raised,  with  a  cornea  knife  I  made  a  simple  punc- 
ture through  the  cornea  near  the  external  lateral  margin.  Having  sepa- 
rated a  part  of  the  adhesions  as  freely  as  the  flaccid  and  apparently 
thickened  state  of  the  iris  would  permit,  the  opening  was  somewhat  en- 
larged in  withdrawing  the  knife,  A  small  quantity  of  aqueous  humor 
flowed  out,  but  the  lens  and  capsule  were  untouched.  A  fine  hook  was 
now  engaged  in  the  central  opening  in  the  iris,  and  a  portion  of  it  being 
drawn  out,  was  excised  with  the  scissors.  An  immediate  effusion  of 
blood  filled  the  new  pupil  and  insinuated  itself  between  the  iris  and  cor- 
nea. Previously  to  the  haemorrhage,  the  patient  plainly  distinguished 
the  window,  but  afterwards  she  could  see  light  only,  and  that  appeared 
to  be  of  a  red  color.  There  ensued,  soon  after  the  operation,  a  violent 
throbbing  sensation  in  the  eye  and  head,  for  which  she  was  cupped,  the 
same  day,  with  relief, 

Saturday.  The  deposit  of  blood  in  the  anterior  chamber  has  been 
diminished  by  absorption  ;  there  is  no  pain,  and  but  little  redness  of  the 
eyeball.  Warm  applications  are  now  more  agreeable  than  the  cold  lo- 
tions which  she  at  first  preferred. 

Monday.  Yesterday,  contrary  to  direct  orders,  the  patient  was  al- 
lowed by  the  nurse  to  go  down  stairs.  She  had  all  day  more  or  less 
pain  in  the  eyeball,  and  an  cedematous  swelling  of  the  eyelids,  for  which 
blood  was  taken,  by  cups,  to  the  amount  of  eight  ounces.  There  is 
now  a  coagulum  of  blood  at  the  lower  part  of  the  anterior  chan)ber  and 
about  the  incision  of  the  cornea,  which  has  not  yet  perfectly  united.  The 
iris  appears  dull  and  discolored.  The  artificial 
pupil  is  of  an  elliptical  figure ;  it  is  situated 
near  the  centre,  but  extends  towards  the  exter- 
nal margin  of  the  iris,  as  delineated  in  the  mar- 
ginal plate,  V^ision  is  improving,  and  the  light 
seems  less  red  than  before.  To  be  cupped, 
if  pain  returns  ;  and  to  lake  every  night  one 
of  the  following  pills.     R.  Hydrarg.  submuria- 

JlHificMpupUinhfXty,  of  B.M,      ^j^^  ^^^jj   ^^j^^  ^^  ^,j.     ^j^  .    j.a,„p|,     p^jy^  g^.    xii, 

Misce  ;  in  pil,  no.  vi.  dividend.  Also,  to  have  the  extract  of  stramonium 
applied  around  the  eye,  three  times  daily. 

Tuesday.   Rested  well ;  has  no  pain  or  uneasiness  of  the  eye,  but  com- 
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plains  of  soreness  only  ;  the  effusion  of  blood  has  nearly  disappeared  from 
the  pupil,  but  still  reniains  about  the  incision  ;  can  now  see  sufficiently 
well  to  tell  the  number  of  fingers  held  before  the  eye.  The  inferior  angle 
of  the  incision  being  very  prominent,  was  touched  with  the  solid  nitrate 
of  silver,  reduced  to  a  fine  point;  the  other  remedies  to  be  continued 
as  already  directed. 

Thursday,  7th  day.  Vision  improving  daily  ;  no  blood  to  be  de- 
tected in  the  chambers  of  the  eye  ;  the  prominence  at  the  inferior  angle 
of  the  corneal  incision  has  increased,  and  has  assumed  a  vesicular  ap- 
pearance.    To  be  touched  with  the  caustic  pencil  daily. 

Saturday.  The  patient  reports  that  the  eye  feels  as  comfortable  in 
all  respects  as  it  did  before  the  operation.  The  protrusion  has  di- 
minished in  size.  With  respect  to  vision,  she  can  distinguish  readily  small 
objects,  such  as  a  penknife,  a  spoon,  &c.  and  colors  most  distinctly. 

Monday.  Appearance  of  eye  the  same  ;  state  of  vision  improving. 
Soon  after  this  she  omitted  the  pills,  her  gums  bavins;  become  tender. 

Saturday,  October  6th.  The  protrusion  has  become  less  prominent, 
and  is  opaque  and  of  firmer  consistence,  from  the  effusion  of  coagulable 
lymph  ;  the  patient  can  readily  distinguish  small  objects,  such  as  pins, 
needles,  he,  and  can  see  distant  buildings,  and  vessels  sailing  in  the 
harbor.  • 

There  is  one  other  circumstance  to  be  noticed  as  a  consequence  of 
the  operation  ;  viz.,  a  change  in  the  expression  of  the  patient's  counte- 
nance, from  the  vacant  aspect  of  a  blind  person  to  the  intelligence  and 
animation  which  alone  belong  to  those  who  see. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  evident  that  closure  of  the  pupil  must  occur  in 
connection  with  very  dissimilar  conditions  of  the  eye,  and  that  there- 
fore the  same  mode  of  operation  cannot  be  applicable  to  every  case. 
As  opportunities  occur,  it  is  my  intention  to  present  to  the  profession 
some  account  of  cases  requiring  other  modes  of  operating  for  the  for- 
mation of  artificial  pupil. 

No.  4  Winter  Street,  October,  1838. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  noticed  a  call  in  your  Journal  for  information  in  regard 
to  the  history  and  present  condition  of  the  medical  institutions  in  the 
United  States ;  and  in  a  more  recent  number,  your  request  for  an  account 
of  the  origin  of  the  "  Albany  Medical  College,"  the  principles  on  which 
it  is  founded,  and  its  ultimate  design. 

It  is  my  intention  to  comply  with  your  request  so  far  as  the  Albany 
Medical  College  is  concerned,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you,  in  detail, 
the  facts  which  have  a  bearing  upon  the  subject. 

Dr.  Alden  March  is  most  intimately  connected  with  every  step  in  the 
progress  of  organization,  as  well  as  in  the  design  of  establishment,  of 
the  medical  college  in  this  city  ;  and  to  his  untiring  industry  and  un- 
yielding perseverance  for  eighteen  years,  are  we  indebted  for  the  noble 
ornament  which  now  adorns  our  city. 
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Dr.  March  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  William  Ingalls,  of  Boston,  an  accom- 
plished anil  indefatigable  anatomist,  from  whom  Dr.  j\I.  derived  his  taste 
for  this  "  matter  of  fact"  department  of  medical  science,  and  fully  equalled 
his  preceptor  in  zeal  and  industry  in  the  pursuit  of  anatomical  knowledge. 
In  1820  Dr.  March  located  in  the  City  of  Albany,  with  a  moderate  col- 
lection of  anatomical  preparations,  and  in  the  following  year  gave  a  course 
of  lectures  and  demonstrations  to  a  class  of  fourteen  students.  This  may 
justly  be  considered  as  the  starting  point  of  the  Albany  Medical  College, 
and  we  must  refer  back  to  this  period  for  the  original  design  of  a  j)erma- 
nent  medical  school  in  this  city. 

At  this  period  the  idea  of  dissections  of  the  human  body  created 
visions  of  horror  in  the  minds  of  the  good  citizens  of  Albany,  and  a  pro- 
fessor in  a  medical  college  in  this  State  had  the  philanthropy  to  inform 
Dr.  March  that  his  attempts  to  teach  anatomy  from  the  recent  subject 
would  necessarily  result  in  his  receiving  a  fracture  of  the  cranium.  J\o 
premium  for  insurance  on  the  doctor's  head  was  paid,  and  yet  he  had 
the  temerity  to  make  the  attempt,  which  proved  eminently  successful. 
It  may  be  noticed,  as  rather  a  singular  coincidence,  that  the  first  course 
of  lectures  was  delivered  in  a  small  building  which  had  been  known  as 
the  Albany  Female  Academy,  and  now  distinguished  as  one  of  the 
most  splendid  and  flourishing  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States. 

In  1822,  Dr.  March,  and  four  of  the  most  respectable  physicians  in 
the  city,  were  associated  for  the  purpose  of  lecturing  upon  various 
branches  of  medical  science  ;  but  in  consequence  of  sickness  and  other 
causes.  Dr.  M.  was  left  alone  in  the  prosecution  of  his  enterprise.  In 
the  following  year  a  more  numerous  class  attended  his  lectures,  and  in 
1824  he  received  some  assistance  from  Dr.  Jonathan  Dorr,  of  Washing- 
ton County,  whose  lectures  on  surgery  were  well  received  by  a  still 
more  numerous  class. 

In  1825,  26  and  27,  Dr.  March  continued  his  lectures  as  usual,  ex- 
cepting that  he  entered  more  largely  into  physiology  and  operative  sur- 
gery. In  the  fall  of  1825  he  received  the  appointment  of  Professor  of 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  which 
brought  him  in  immediate  connection  with  Dr.  William  Tully,  with 
whom  he  made  an  arrangement  for  uniting  their  exertions  in  January  of 
1828,  for  paving  the  way  to  a  permanent  medical  institution  in  Albany. 
It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Tully  were  given  with  his 
usual  ability  and  address.  In  the  fall  of  1S29  Dr.  Tully  accepted  a 
call  to  fill  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  in  Yale  Col- 
lege, which  again  left  Dr.  March  to  his  individual  exertions. 

In  Dr.  M.'s  introductory  lecture  to  his  comse  commencing  in  January, 
1830,  he  dwelt  upon  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  medical  college,  and 
also  a  hospital,  in  this  city.  His  lecture  was  published  by  the  class,  and 
was  thus  given  to  the  public. 

In  1831  some  assistance  was  rendered  by  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  and  in 
the  folbwing  year  arrangements  were  made  for  the  delivery  of  a  full 
coijrsc  of  lectures,  and  the  tickets  were  to  be  received  at  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine   towards  graduation.     In  accordance   with  this 
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arrangement,  in  1833  the  following  gentlemen  gave  a  full  course  of  medical 
instruction.  On  Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  Mr.  H.  Stevenson;  on 
Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Operative  Surgery,  Alden  March  ;  on  Obstet- 
rics and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Henry  Greene  ;  on  Pharmacy, 
Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  William  Tuliy  ;  on  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Surgery,  Theodore  Woodward  ;  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  John  James.  About  50  students  attended  this 
course.  Notwithstanding  the  success  attending  their  efforts,  the  arrange- 
ment was  dropped  by  the  lecturers  in  consequence  of  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  one  of  their  number,  and  Dr.  March  gave  his  course  without 
assistance  in  1834  and  5. 

Previous  to  this  time  the  Legislature  had  been  petitioned  for  an  act 
of  incorporation,  but  the  bill  was  not  acted  on  during  the  session. 

In  the  seasons  of  1836  and  7,  Dr.  March  received  the  aid  of  Dr. 
James  H.  Armsby,  who  had  been  appointed  to  fill  the  chair  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  in  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  upon  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  March  in  1835.  The  Legislature  was  again  petitioned, 
and  but  two  votes  were  wanting  to  carry  a  two  thirds  bill  through  tbe 
popular  branch  of  this  body.  In  the  winter  of  1837,  Dr.  Armsby  gave 
a  highly  popular  course  of  lectures  with  demonstrations  from  the  recent 
subject,  to  a  numerous  and  highly  respectable  audience  of  citizens  and 
students. 

In  1838,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Albany,  with  a  noble  libe- 
rality, presented  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  to  a  Board  of  Trustees,  of 
an  expensive  and  very  large  building,  for  the  purposes  of  a  medical  col- 
lege, and  the  citizens  responded  to  a  call  made  on  their  public  spirit  by 
contributing  over  ^5000  for  necessary  alterations  and  fixtures,  and  con- 
tinue almost  daily  their  donations  for  beautifying  and  improving  the  edi- 
fice of  an  institution  in  which  they  begin  to  feel  a  laudable  pride. 

Dr.  March  has  the  largest  and  most  interesting  private  collection  of  ana- 
tomical and  pathological  specimens,  it  is  believed,  in  the  United  States ; 
with  the  addition  of  tlie  collections  of  the  other  Professors  in  comparative 
anatomy,  &;c.,  the  anatomical  museum  of  this  college  will  bear  a  com- 
parison with  any  in  this  country.  Professor  Emmons  adds  his  splendid 
cabinet  of  minerals,  enriched  by  a  great  number  of  geological  specimens 
of  the  United  States  and  other  countries.  Thus  much  on  the  origin  and 
present  condition  of  the  Albany  Medical  College. 

The  ultimate  design  of  the  Trustees  and  Faculty  is  to  raise  the 
standard  of  medical  education,  and  to  give  an  additional  impulse  to  the 
advancement  of  science  in  the  empire  State  ;  to  ask  of  other  institu- 
tions nothing  "  but  what  is  clearly  right,  and  to  submit  to  nothing 
wrong." 

It  is  freely  admitted  that  this  College  is  not  yet  incorporated  ;  but  its 
friends  confidently  expect  and  believe  that  its  existence  will  be  recog- 
nized by  the  Legislature  during  the  ensuing  winter ;  at  all  events,  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  by  which  the  student  will  be  secured  all  the 
advantages  and  immunities  that  an  act  of  incorporation  would  bestow, 
and  are  thus  placed  upon  a  par,  in  these  respects,  with  the  most  favored 
colleges  in  this  or  any  other  State. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &;c.     W.  Newxomb. 
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N.  B. — The  lecture  term  for  the  ensuing  winter  commences  on  Wed- 
nesday, tlie  third  of  January,  and  continues  sixteen  weeks.  Lecture 
fees,  $65  ;   matriculation,  ,^*5  ;   graduation,  ^20.  W.   N. 


NEW  ENGLAND  ASTER.  ASTER  NOVANGUA.         • 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — About  forty  years  ago  Dr.  Baldwin,  of  West  Stockbridge, 
who  was  esteemed  by  Dr.  Sergeant,  sen.,  as  a  very  judicious  physician, 
bad  the  care  of  Mr.  Barnes's  son,  say  10  years  old,  with  an  affection  of 
the  herpetic  kind,  a  painful,  tedious  case,  called  salt  rheum,  on  one  leg 
from  the  knee  quite  down  on  to  his  foot.  Many  things  had  been  used, 
and  a  mercurial  course,  without  relief,  and  the  doctor  was  ready  to  de- 
spair of  curing  the  boy.  While  dressing  his  leg,  one  day,  an  Indian 
woman  passing  the  house,  called,  and  on  seeing  the  leg,  says,  /  think  1 
can  give  you  herb  will  cure  that  boy.  What  herb?  says  the  doctor. 
She  says,  i  call  'em  Indian  scabious  ;  a  strong  decoction  of  the  herb 
made  and  applied  by  washing  the  sores  twice  a  day,  and  laying  over  a 
cerate  plaster,  and  drinking  of  a  tea  of  this  herb  several  times  daily.  It 
appeared  to  be  beneficial  in  a  few  days,  and  the  cure  was  effectual.  The 
doctor  made  a  fair  trial  of  the  medicine.  I  was  induced  to  seek  for  a 
name,  and  add  it  to  my  list  of  articles  for  eruptive  disorders.  We  then 
had  a  man  here  very  useful  in  diseases  of  beasts,  who  had  a  name  for 
many  vegetables,  and  his  name  for  it  was  beeweed  (and  now  known  by 
that  name),  because  it  flowered  late  (the  middle  of  September),  and 
continued  to  blossom,  one  stalk  after  another,  generally  till  the  frost  de- 
stroyed it,  so  that  it  was  an  autumnal  feast  for  the  bees.  I  have  con- 
sidered it  a  species  of  aster,  and  as  there  are  a  host  of  herbs  of  that 
name,  I  have  long  wished  to  have  it  particularized.  A  few  days  since  I 
spent  half  an  hour  with  Professor  Chester  Dewey,  now  of  Rochester, 
who  is  delivering  lectures  now  to  the  students  in  Pittsfield.  He  assured 
me  that  it  was  the  New  England  Aster,  Aster  Novanglia,  and  had  no 
other  name — so  beautiful  and  fragrant  it  might  adorn  a  flower  garden  in 
the  fall. 

He  also  told  me  that  the  article  I  had  so  long  called  cow-parsnip,  was 
in  Eaton's  Botany  called  Stnyrnium  aureum,  afterwards  sison  aureuo), 
and  finally  zizia  aurca  by  a  French  botanist.  1  asked  for  the  English 
of  zizia.  He  said  he  did  not  know  that  in  French  it  meant  anything 
more  than  simply  an  herb.  So  that  it  appears  that  the  old  hysterical 
herb  imperatoria,  masterwort,  must  claim  the  name  of  cow-parsnip,  and 
Bartlctt's  epileptic  remedy  must  be  called  by  the  name  of  zizia  aurea, 
the  golden  herb.  But  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  it  loses  its  name  of 
spondylium,  cow-parsnip,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  Hamp- 
shire and  Berkshire,  or  of  Connecticut,  having  retained  it,  probably,  two 
centuries.     Excuse  the  digression. 

Some  years  since,  say  thirty,  visiting  a  friend  fifty  miles  from  home, 
on  riding  out  one  day  wc  passed   a   large  growth  of  said   aster  in   full 
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bloom,  so  beautiful  and  of  such  a  flavor  he  observed,  "  I  should  think 
that  this  might  be  medicinal."  I  replied,  it  is  useful  for  the  salt  rheum, 
but  not  a  sure  remedy.  He  instantly  dismounted,  saying,  there  is  a 
young  woman  in  our  neighborhood,  ivho  has  sat  six  successive  winters 
with  folded  arms,  jilastered  and'  almost  useless,  and  can  do  very  little 
after  the  frost  comes,  and  begins  now  to  comylain.  She  shall  try  it. 
My  said  friend  some  years  after  told  me  that  said  young  woman  was 
so  relieved  by  washing  and  drinking,  as  the  said  Indian  woman  directed, 
that  in  a  few  weeks  she  was  able  to  do  her  necessary  work,  and  perse- 
vered using  it  so  that  she  was  cured  and  had  nothing  of  the  complaint 
any  more.  The  two  cases  related  are  the  only  ones  1  have  known 
where  the  aster  alone  was  used.  It  has  been  useful  in  many  instances 
in  mitigating  the  complaint,  and  probably  curing  some  others.  This  as- 
ter is  with  us  yet  in  full  bloom.  It  is  probably  described  in  some  Botany, 
but  not  in  Eaton's.  A  tea  made  from  barley  malt,  sarsaparilla  and  this 
aster  (the  tops  and  flowers),  and  so  bittered  with  fumitory  as  to  resem- 
ble beer  in  some  measure,  I  consider  a  useful  drink  while  curing  eruptive 
disorders.  My  circumstantial  relation  of  cases  may  be  accepted  as  an 
acknowledgnient  of  obligation  to  the  despised  Indians. 

I  consider  the  name  of  an  article  of  but  little  consequence,  unless  it 
is  of  use  to  me  as  a  medicine.  I  now  have  the  botanical  name  of  an 
herb,  given  by  an  Indian  to  good  effect  in  a  case  of  nephritis,  which  I 
have  long  esteenied  but  never  saw  yet  in  any  dispensatory,  though  known 
to  many.  If  not  prevented,  I  may  probably  give  the  account  of  its  use 
by  the  Indians,  and  of  its  good  effects  in  several  cases. 

Excuse  haste  and  errors.  I  should  have  wrote  some  days  sooner 
had  not  avocations  prevented.  Your  friend, 

Stockhridge,  Ms.,  2-2f/  Se'pt.,  1838.  O.  Partridge. 


MEDICAL   ESSAYS.— NO.    I. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siii?ical  Journal.] 

Whether  we  regard  the  human  frame  as  one  whole,  or  consider,  dis- 
tinctly, the  structure  and  relative  position  of  its  several  parts,  we  are 
alike  convinced  of  the  wisdom,  skill  and  benevolence  of  its  great  and 
divine  Architect.  For  my  own  part,  it  has  appeared  to  me  quite  as  pro- 
per to  assert  that  the  undevout  anatomist  is  mad,  as  it  is  that  the  unde- 
vout  astronomer  is  so.  But  nothing  so  particularly  engages  my  atten- 
tion and  induces  me  to  admire  the  structure  of  the  human  frame,  as  that 
peculiar  balance  or  equilibriiim  observable  in  its  several  organs  and  func- 
tions— a  balance  so  nicely  adjusted  as  to  afford  in  itself  a  kind  of  guaran- 
tee of  good  health  and  long  life.  Hence  it  is  not  improper  to  remark, 
that  when  all  the  functions  of  the  body  are  in  a  healthy  state,  and  no 
morbid  or  disturbing  agent  or  influence  intervenes  to  prevent  their  proper 
operation  and  co-operation,  the  result  will  invariably  be  the  blessing  of 
good  health.  "  There  is,"  says  a  late  writer,  "  an  internal  elasticity 
given  to  the  human  system,  by  which  it  is  able  to  resist,  without  perma- 
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nent  injury,  the  ordinary  vicissitudes  and  morbid  influences   to  which  it 
is  exposed." 

Medical  writers,  and  especially  the  older  writers,  manifest  a  strong 
attacliment  to  the  Latin  phrases,  vis  mtdicatrix  natunc  and  vis  constr- 
vatrix  naturct ;  but  in  many  instances  seem  to  signify  little  more  by 
these  phrases  than  mere  vital  energy  or  elasticity.  And  it  is  only  when 
they  have  so  far  degraded  themselves  by  that  enthusiastic  superstition 
that  gives  to  nature  a  yersonality  altogether  unreal  or  imaginary,  that 
they  have  been  able  to  make  anything  more  out  of  these  phrases  than 
mere  vital  energy.  It  is  true,  the  elasticity  alluded  to,  takes  place  ac- 
cording to  a  natural  law,  altliouiih  its  action  may  be  modified  or  become 
different  in  different  constitutions.  But  whether  we  make  use  of  the 
term  elasticity,  or  any  other  term,  it  is  certain  that  little  else  is  meant 
by  it  than  a  vital  action  or  movement  in  the  system,  which  is  properly 
characterized  by  its  being  on  the  alert  to  restore  every  waste  that  may 
occur,  regain  every  the  least  depravation  of  life  or  health,  and  ward  off 
the  attacks  of  everything  that  is  hostile  to  the  well  being  and  comfort  of 
the  body.  "  When  the  system,"  says  Caldwell,  "  is  assailed  by  febrile 
miasm,  its  powers  must  confederate  to  resist  the  posion,  or  disease  will 
ensue."  This  confederacy,  continues  he,  is  what  I  understand  by  vis 
conservatrix  naturce.  "  And  hence  it  may  be  considered  a  maxim  in  pa- 
thology, that  the  more  perfect  any  one's  health  is,  the  more  successful 
will  be  the  resistance  of  the  conservative  jmit'cr.''  But  what,  let  me 
ask,  does  this  noted  conservative  power  amount  to,  more  than  that  each 
and  every  organ  or  tissue  of  the  frame,  being  in  a  sound  and  healthy 
state,  possesses  a  strong  natural  inclination  to  continue  in  that  state,  and 
will  so  continue,  until  the  stimulus  of  nutrition  (if  it  may  be  called  so) 
upon  which  it  depends,  is  diminished  or  withheld. 

"  Irritability  "  is  said,  by  Dunglison,  "  to  be  a  power  possessed  by 
organized  bodies  of  being  acted  upon  by  certain  stimuli  ;  and  irritation, 
the  state  of  a  tissue  or  organ,  in  which  there  is  excess  of  vital  move- 
ment." According  to  Broussais,  "  irritation  is  the  condition  of  an  or- 
gan, the  excitation  of  which  is  carried  to  so  high  a  degree,  that  the 
balance  of  all  the  functions  is  broken."  This  excitation  I  suppose  he 
means  is  accomplished  by  certain  morbid  or  hurtful  stimuli.  IVIagendie 
tells  us  that  "  vital  action  depends  on  nutrition  ;"  and  nutrition,  accord- 
ing to  Dunglison,  is  that  function  by  which  the  nutritive  matter  loses  its 
own  nature  and  assumes  that  of  the  different  tissues,  to^[repair  their 
losses  and  support  their  strength."  Another  author  briefly  defines  irri- 
tation to  be  a  "  hurtful  impression  upon  the  nerves."  The  blood  (for 
illustration)  may  be  said  to  nourish  the  whole  system,  either  by  way  of 
excitation  or  stimulus,  or  by  an  actual  transudation  or  transfer  of  the  nu- 
tritive matter  to  the  difl'erent  tissues ;  but  whenever  the  blood  assumes  a 
morbid  state,  it  then  affects  the  bloodvessels,  by  way  of  what  may  be 
called  the  stimu/us  of  irritation. 

Our  main  object,  however,  in  thus  presenting  this  matter,  is  to  show 
that  morbid  irritation,  strictly  speaking,  is  not  the  proper  result  of 
healthy  stimuli — those  stimuli  that  are  the  |)romptcrs  and  supporters  of 
vital  movement.     The  over  (quantity  or  bad  quality  of  the  blood,  in  the 
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case  supposed,  we  would  say,  becomes  an  unhealthy  stimulus,  or  a 
stimulus  that  is  so  excessive  as  to  break  the  balance  of  the  system. 
More  particularly,  we  would  say,  where  morbid  irritation  takes  place  in 
any  particular  organ  or  tissue,  the  proper  stimuli  acting  upon  that  organ 
in  a  healthy  state  will  become  morbid  by  excess;  and  also,  through  some 
physical  or  natural  deficiency  or  incompetency  in  the  organ  iisell,  a  simi- 
lar effect  will  be  produced.  Healthy  stimuli,  as  such,  cannot  be  the 
proper  occasion  of  a  morbid  condition  of  an  organ  that  lias  a  sound 
and  healthy  action.  For  instance,  an  individual  takes  an  over  quantity 
of  food,  at  a  time  when  every  organ  and  tissue  of  the  body  is  in  a 
healthy  state,  and  the  food  being  supposed  to  be  perfectly  wholesome 
and  nutritious  ;  we  contend  that  he  would  not  necessarily  incur  any  se- 
rious injury  or  irritation.  It  is  admitted  that  very  small  excesses  in 
eating  or  drinking  will  readily  discompose  a  person  of  an  irritable  tem- 
perament or  nervous  habit.  That  the  nervous  filaments  or  capillaries  of 
the  skin,  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  digestive  tube,  owing  to  their  ex- 
treme tenuity  or  delicacy  of  fibre,  should  be  readily  disturbed  or  disor- 
dered, by  the  mere  contact  of  an  acrid  stimulus,  would  seem  to  be  ob- 
vious ;  and  that  the  prevalence  of  such  a  contact  would  be  hurtful  to 
the  nerves,  and  occasion  what  some  call  inflammation.  The  proper 
meaning  of  inflammation  is  a  burning  pain  ;  but  it  has  obtained  a  more 
extensive  acceptation,  even  so  as  to  include  "  every  local  exaltation  of 
the  organic  movements  which  may  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  functions 
or  disorganize  the  texture  in  which  it  is  situated."  It  is  also  said  to  ex- 
tend to  "  irritations  which  do  not  induce  disorganization  of  the  tex- 
tures." There  is  scarcely  any  organ  or  texture  of  the  body,  but  what 
is  liable  to  inflammation  ;  and,  indeed,  any  organ  which  may  be  irritated, 
may  be  said  to  be  inflamed.  But  we  aim  more  particularly  at  present, 
to  attach  some  definite  meaning  to  the  term  irritation.  And  in  our 
humble  opinion,  if  the  term  had  never  been  used,  only  to  signify  some 
morbid  or  hurtful  stimulus  or  impression,  much  of  the  obscurity  pre- 
vailing among  those  who  have  treated  upon  it,  would  have  been 
avoided. 

It  would  seem,  then,  from  the  above  remarks  or  definitions,  that  there 
are  two  sorts  of  irritants:  viz.,  healthy  stimuli  exalted  or  carried  to  ex- 
cess, and  thus  rendered  irritative;  and  such  stimuli  as  are  acrid  or  mor- 
bid in  their  own  nature.  Malaria,  or  febrile  miasms,  are  of  the  latter  sort. 
We  cannot  pretend  to  determine  the  precise  mode  in  which  malaria  act 
upon  the  system  ;  but  we  think  it  more  than  probable  that  all  irritants 
make  a  bold  attack  of  some  sort  upon  the  capillaries,  which  may  pro- 
duce an  unnatural  and  painful  contraction  of  the  muscles,  as  well  as  a 
morbid  and  painful  sensibility  in  the  nerves.  The  subject  of  the  nerves 
is  involved  more  or  less  in  obscurity  ;  and  in  even  glancing  at  the  sub- 
ject it  becomes  us  to  use  the  greatest  simplicity  and  perspicuity.  Those 
diseases  which  are  appropriately  called  nervous,  are  at  present  very  im- 
perfectly understood.  So  far,  however,  as  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
allude  to  these  diseases,  we  will  endeavor  to  avoid  the  use  of  hard 
words.  It  is  indeed  the  opprobrium,  and  perhaps  odium,  of  the  n)edical 
profession,  that  it  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  making  use  of  so  many 
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terms  which  are  unintelligible  to  people  in  general.  We  have  already 
mentioned  morbid  intiiieiice,  morljid  impression  and  morbid  sensibility, 
siin)iili,  irritants,  &ic.  ;  but  we  wouUI  apprise  the  reader,  that  in  tlie  use 
of  these  terms,  we  do  not  necessarily  mean  that  the  nerves  alone  are 
affected. 

Sensibility,  it  is  said,  "  means  the  property  possessed  by  living  parts  of 
receiving  impressions."     We   will   suppose   an   individual  has  taken  an 
over  quantity  of  food,  the  consequence   of  which  is  an  unusual  disten- 
sion and   unnatural   motion  of  llie  stomach,  and  in  which  the  nerves  of 
the  stomach  are  implicated.     A    morbid   impression   upon  the  stomach, 
however,  does  not   of  course  imply  a  pre-existing   morbid  sensibility   in 
the   nerves  of  the  stomach.     An  individual  in  good  health,  going  to  a 
southern  climate,  may  be  more  liable  to  the  diseases  of  tliat  climate,  than 
one  whose  health  is  more  delicate.     This,  however,  will  not,  of  course, 
be  owing  to  any  pre-existing  morbid  sensibility  of  the  nerves.     Johnson, 
in  his  valuable  work  upon  tropical  climates,   may    possibly   have  given 
currency  to  the  notion  (whether  he  intended  it  or  not)  that  the  people, 
in  war(n    climates,    are  characterized   by   a  morbid  sensibility   of    the 
nerves,  whereby  disease  is   more  readily  propagated  among  them.     To 
such  a  notion,  however,  we  feel  ourselves  unprepared  to  subscribe.     A 
residence  of  more  than  three  years,  in  a  warm  climate,  has  enabled  the 
writer  to  observe,  that  persons  immigrating  from  the  north  to  the  south, 
characterized    by  a  fulness  of  the  vessels  or  a  plethoric  habit,  are  more 
liable,  at  least,  to  sudden  attacks,  than  those  whose  health  is  more  deli- 
cate ;  and  we  would  allege  that   this  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  pre- 
existing morbid  sensibility  of  the  nerves.     Any  little  excess  in  eating 
and  drinking,  and  any  exposure  to  a  change  of  weather  in  that  climate, 
seemed  more  sensibly  to  affect  those  immigrants  who  were  of  a  plethoric 
habit.      We  shall  not  stop  here  to  settle  the  point  whether  the  capillary 
pulp  of  the  skin,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  digestive  tube,  or  the  inner 
surface  of  the  lungs,  is  the  channel  through  which  the  inflammatory  fe- 
vers of  w^arm  climates  are   introduced.     We  think  it   plain,  that  in  the 
case  of  an  individual  immigrating  from  the  north  to  the  south,  the  capilla- 
ries becoming  more  or  less  relaxed,  will  be  more  or  less  liable  to  excita- 
tion, to  say  the  least  ;  and  it  is  said  to  be  "  an  acknowledged  law  of  the 
animal  economy,  that  when  any  part  of  the  body  is  once  put  into  a  state 
of  excitation,  there  is  a  greater  flow  of  blood  than  natural  in  that  direc- 
tion."    It  is  a  belief  that   has  obtained   very  much  at  present,  that  the 
febrile  miasms  of  warm  climates  make  their  first  and    most   irritative   at- 
tack upon  the  ganglial  nerves   terminating   in    the   inner  surfaces  of  the 
lungs. 


Du.  CoT-i.iNs  ON  TiTRNiNn. — "  I  kuow  of  uo  Operation  more  truly 
dangerous,  both  to  mother  and  child,  than  the  artificial  dilatation  of 
the  OS  uteri  and  turning  the  child ;  and  confident  I  am,  that  the 
practitioner  who  adopts  such  a  line  of  practice,  except  from  strict  neces- 
sity, will  often  have  abundant  cause  to  regret  his  proceedings." 


(  n^  ) 

BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     OCTOBER     17,    J8.3  8. 

MEDICAL  LECTURES  IN  BOSTON. 

The  annual  course  of  medical  lectures  will  soon  commence  at  the  Medi- 
cal College  in  this  city  ;  and  as  the  facilities  for  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  in  all  the  departments  taught,  are  excellent,  we  take  much 
pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  students  to  the  claims  of  this  well- 
regulated  institution.  From  a  long  acquaintance  with  the  usages  and 
conveniences  of  other  schools,  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  practical 
anatomy,  the  foundation  of  all  success  in  operative  surgery,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  give  the  preference  to  this.  The  dissecting  room  is  re- 
markably well  constructed,  and  most  ample  provision  is  made  for 
every  one  at  all  desirous  of  pursuing  dissections  in  a  quiet,  regular 
and  systematic  manner,  under  the  constant  eye  of  an  accurate  demon- 
strator. We  understand  that  Dr.  Jeffrey  Wyman  has  been  appointed 
to  that  office,  whose  qualifications  are  of  a  high  order.  Since  the  close 
of  the  last  term.  Dr.  Warren  has  returned  tiom  Europe,  and  will  now 
resume  his  accustomed  course  of  instruction  in  the  chair  of  anatomy 
and  surgery.  In  connection  with  the  daily  discourses  and  demonstra- 
tions at  the  college,  the  clinical  lectures  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital  are  invaluable  to  the  student.  He  there  has  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  almost  every  variety  of  operation  referred  to  by  authors,  in  the 
most  skilful  hands  too.  Those  who  have  been  medically  educated  in 
Boston,  will  know  how  to  appreciate  these  observations. 


Counsellors'  Meeting.—  On  Wednesday,  October  3d,  a  quarterly  meet- 
ing of  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  was  held 
at  the  Athenceum.  Although  the  weather  was  favorable,  only  twenty 
members  were  present.  At  eleven  o'clock,  the  president,  Dr.  Shattuck, 
took  the  chair,  and  the  secretaries  laid  before  the  members  the  business 
to  be  acted  upon.  A  catalogue  of  those  who  have  recently  become 
fellows,  was  read,  but  we  could  not  pen  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
gentlemen  as  fast  as  they  were  announced.  A  petition  was  presented 
for  a  charter  of  a  new  district  society,  to  be  called  the  Soulhern  Medical 
District — the  place  of  meeting  being  New  Bedford.  It  was  voted, 'among 
other  things,  that  the  committee  on  publications  should  prepare  a  volume 
for  distribution  at  the  ne.xt  anniversary.  Eli  Ives,  M.D.,  of  New  Ha- 
ven, Conn.,  and  George  McLellan,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  were  unani- 
mously elected  honorary  members  of  the  Society.  Nothing  of  much  in- 
terest to  the  profession  was  transacted,  besides  the  foregoing,  and  before 
one  o'clock  the  council  was  dissolved. 


Phrenological  Lectures. — Mr.  George  Combe  is  now  in  this  city,  and 
those  who  entertain  any  respect  for  the  science  which  he  most  eloquently 
advocates,  could  not  listen  to  higher  authority.  Since  the  death  of  Dr. 
Spurzheim,  Mr.  Combe  has  been  regarded  as  the  strongest  champion  in 
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Europe,  of  the  cause  to  which  that  celebrated  man  devoted  his  whole 
life.  Those  especially  interested  in  lefjal  medicine  would  derive  profit 
from  IMr.  Combe's  discourses.  If  he  falls  below  the  estimate  we  have 
formed  of  his  powers,  from  the  representation  of  his  foreign  admirers, 
we  shall  be  quite  free  to  make  strictures  according  to  our  own  convenience. 


Jllhamj  Medical  College. — A  circular,  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  of 
thirty-four  pages,  has  been  sent  abroad,  which  explains  most  fully  the 
objects  and  prospects  of  this  newly  created  institution.  A  spacious  and 
commodious  building  near  the  capitol,  one  hundred  feet  in  length,  by 
filty  in  width,  e.vclusive  of  the  wings,  and  three  stories  high,  has  been 
fitted  up  for  the  purposes  of  the  college,  by  the  liberality  of  the  citizens 
and  corporation  of  the  City  of  Albany.  From  a  printed  catalogue  of 
the  articles  constituting  the  anatofnical  museum,  it  must  already  be  con- 
sidered a  splendid  cabinet — the  apartment  being  fifty  feet  square,  twenty- 
si.v  high  between  floors,  surrounded  by  a  gallery  eight  feet  in  width,  fur- 
nished with  glass  cases.  The  college  evidently  appears  to  be  destined 
for  high  distinction. 


Leeches. — The  profession  of  the  city  and  its  environs  is  respectfully 
directed  to  an  advertisement  in  this  day's  Journal,  in  relation  to  leeches. 
JNlr.  Fowle  not  only  promises  a  positive  supply,  but  also  pledges  himself 
to  forward  them  to  any  distance  with  safety.  This  is  a  proposition  so  en- 
tirely new,  and  at  the  same  time  of  so  much  consequence  to  practitioners, 
that,  with  the  present  railroad  facilities,  any  physician  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  country  depots,  may  receive  leeches  from  Boston  within  a 
few  hours  after  they  have  been  ordered.  From  a  knowledge  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  advertiser  transacts  business,  we  have  implicit  con- 
fidence in  his  promptitude. 


Rhode  Island  Medical  Prize  Questions. — The  fifth  Fiske  fund  prize 
dissertation,  by  James  Fuller,  M.D.,  of  Providence,  on  Scarlatina  Angi- 
nosa,  will  soon  appear  in  the  Journal,  the  manuscript  having  been  re- 
ceived. The  questions  for  1839  are  the  following,  viz. — 1st,  The  Medi- 
cal Botany  of  Rhode  Island  ;  2d,  Erysipelas,  its  varieties  and  the  best 
mode  of  treatment.  Dissertations  to  be  sent,  free  of  expense,  before  the 
first  of  May,  to  U.  Parsons,  INI. D,  Providence;  N.  Manchester,  M.D., 
North  Providence  ;    or  E.  Fowler,  M.D.,  Smithfield,  R.  I. 


BelPs  Medical  Lihranj. — The  eleventh  number  of  the  second  volume 
of  this  valuable  periodical,  completes  the  interesting  "  Curiosities  of 
Medical  Experience,"  by  Millingen,  and  commences  the  INIedical  Clinic 
of  Andral.  Though  we  are  promised,  for  the  present,  only  so  much  as 
relates  to  the  diseases  of  the  encephalon,  it  is  hoped  that  we  shall  not 
long  remain  without  the  volumes  on  the  diseases  of  the  thoracic  as  well 
as  the  abdominal  viscera.  The  works  of  Andral  will  be  found  a  treasure 
in  the  physician's  library,  and  should  be  placed  there  as  early  as  possible. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Only   two  deaths  occurred  the  last  quarter,  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  in  the  Chelsea  Marine  Hospital.     The   whole   number  of 
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patients  in  the  same  time  was  190.  Dr.  Stedman  is  certainly  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  practice.  If  possible,  it  would  have  given  us  pleasure  to 
mention  the  number  of  operations  for  the  last  three  months. — Without 
specifying  the  name  or  character  of  the  disease,  the  papers  say  that  sick- 
ness prevails  to  an  alarming  extent  throughout  the  northern  part  of  In- 
diana, and  through  Michigan  and  Illinois.  It  is  generally  attributed  to 
the  dry  sultry  weather. — At  the  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  British  Pro- 
vincial and  Surgical  Association,  at  the  City  of  Bath,  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren, 
of  Boston,  and  Dr.  R.  Dunglison,  of  Philadelphia,  were  appointed  hono- 
rary corresponding  members. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  fortnight  ending  Oct.  1.3,  82.     Males,  39— females, 43. 

Of  consumption,  J-2— dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — \vounus,3 — phtliisis,  1 — erysi|ielas,  1— delirium  tre- 
mens, 1 — disease  of  the  lieart,  2 — convulsions,  2 — old  aiie,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — rheumatism  of  the 
heart,  1— canker,  1 — teething,  2— cholera  infantum,  10— infantile,  6 — lung  fever,  I  — dysenterj",  6 — 
apoplexy,  1 — scarlet  fever,  3 — typhous  fever,  2 — bilioug  fever,  1 — diarrhoea,  2 — marasmus,  3 — canker 
in  the  bowels,  3 — chronic  diarrhtea,  1  —  bilious  colic,  1 — dropsy  in  the  abdomen,  1 — hemorrhage 
from  a  wound,  J — burn,  1 — croup,  1 — stillborn,  1. 


TO   PHYSICIANS. 

A  PHT3ICIAN  residing  about  15  miles  from  Boston,  desirous  of  relinquisbing  practice,  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate.  Tlie  land,  about  14  acres,  is  well  cultivated  and  slocked  wiih  trees,  the  buildings 
good,  and  the  practice,  having  been  in  possession  of  the  present  occupant  more  than  30  years,  a  valu- 
able one.  With  good  security,  the  time  of  payment  may  suit  the  purchaser.  Inquire  at  this  office  ; 
if  by  mail,  post-paid.  Oct.  17 — 5t 

AN   EXCELLENT   CHANCE    FOR  A   PHYSICIAN. 

The  subscriber,  the  only  physician  in  the  town,  oflers  his  stand  for  sale,  situated  in  Lenipster,  N.  H. 
in  a  pleasant  village,  consisting  of  an  excellent  two  story  house,  well  finished  and  nearly  new,  with 
a  hack  kitchen,  wood  house  and  barn,  so  constructed  as  to  make  it  a  veiy  desirable  situation  for  a 
physician— a  good  well  of  water  under  cover  by  the  kitchen  dcor.  About  one  acre  of  land,  under 
high  cultivation,  'i'he  town  contains  over  1000  inhabitants.  Nearest  physician  from  five  to  seven 
and  a  half  miles.     Price  less  than  §1000.  Oct.  17— 3t  TRUMAN   ABELL. 

NEW   LEECH    ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  medical  profession  are  hereby  informed  that  the  subscriber  has  made  such  arrangements  that  he 
will  be  able  to  supply  them  with  the  best  Foreign  Leeches,  al  the  lowe^t  market  jirice.  'ilieywill  be 
safely  put  up  in  boxes,  with  the  clay  in  which  tliey  were  imported.  Physicians  may  be  certain  that 
careful  attention  will  be  given  to  their  orders.        "  SETIl  V\'.   FOWLE, 

Oct.  17 — lyeop  33  Prince  St.  corner  of  Salem  St.  Boston. 

MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  follosving  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  oftlie  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.  Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  te 
given  in  the  intervals  of  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,  by  Db.  Channikg. 
On  Physiology,  Pathology,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -     "      Dr.  V\  are. 

On  the  Priiiciplesand  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  .....  "      Ijb.  Oris. 

On  Anatomy,        ....  ......  .  "       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  stu<lent3  are  provided  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  tc^  a  large 
library.  Lights  and  fuel  without  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  .$100 — ^to  be  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Boston,  nor  for  a  longer  period  than  six  months. 

Applications  are  to  be  made  to  Dr.  Walter  Channing,  Treinont  Street,  opposite  the  Tremont  House, 
Boston.  WALTER  CHA.NNLN'G, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  JR. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures    will   begin  at    the  College  in   Mason   street,  first   Wednesday   in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  .X.   .VI.,  and  continue  three  months.     For  a  month   after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  .Medical  College,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery,  by  ....  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren. 

Midwifery  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence,  by        ....  Dr.  Chan.ning. 

Materia  Medica  and  (y'linical  iMedicine,  by  ....        Dr.  Bigelow. 

Principles  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  by         ...  Dr.  G.  Hayw  abd. 

Chemistry,  by  -  ......  Dr.  Webstkb. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -  -  -  -  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  may  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHAiNNLNG, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aug  1— tN  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 
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UNIVERSITY    OF    THE    STATE    OF    NEVV    YORK. 

COLLEGE    OF    PHYSICIANS    AND    SURGEONS    OF    NEW    YORK. 

The  Lectures  in  lliU  liistilution  will  coiiinieiice  on  llie  first  Monday  in  November,  and  continue  for 
four  months. 

J.  Ai-GusTiNE  SjitTH,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Diysiology. 

,-\lkxander  II.  Stevens,  iM.l).,  I'rofessor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  (Lectures  at  the  New  York 
Hospital.) 

JusEPH  JIather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

Edward  Dki-afield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

JoHv  U.  Heck,  .M.IJ.,  Professor  of  Maieria  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrev,  Ml).,  I'rofessor  of  Chemistry  and  Botany. 

John  R.  Hhinelander,  .\l.l).,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

Alban  G.  Smith,  M.I).,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Rohkrt  Watts,  Jr.,  iM.U.,  Lecturer  on  Special  Anatomy. 

The  expense  of  attending  a  course  of  Lfti-iiiresby  all  the  Professors,  is  $108. 

Atteniiaiice  upoh  two  complete  courses  of  Lectures  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  student  to  present 
himself  for  Rradnation,  one  of  which  must  have  been  attended  at  this  College.  He  must  also  have 
studied  medicine  three  years,  and  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Tao  opportunities  in  each  year  are  allbrded  for  graduation  ;  one  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  and 
one  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

The  e\aminatlon  of  Candidates  for  the  Spring  graduation  commences  on  the  first  of  Maich,  and 
for  the  Fall  (.'raduation  on  the  2iid  Tuesday  in  September. 

ColU'jrc  Bailding. —  During  the  last  year,  the  new  and  extensive  College  edifice  in  Crosby  Street  has 
been  completed.  In  its  construction,  no  etibrt  has  been  spared  to  provide  within  its  walls  every  ac- 
commodation that  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  instruction  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  Medical  Science,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  no  one  respect  will  it  be  found  wanting  in  the 
great  objects  for  which  it  was  designed.  To  the  planning  of  the  Anatomical  part  of  the  building, 
especial  attention  has  been  paid,  with  the  view  of  furnishing  every  convenience  and  accommodation 
thit  may  be  required  for  teaching  Anatomy,  as  well  as  for  private  dissection.  In  addition  to  the 
public  dissecting  room,  a  number  of  smaller  rooms  have  been  fitted  up,  where  Anatomical  inves- 
tigations may  be  pursued  in  a  more  retired  and  private  manner. 

JSfew  Yurk  I[(i<pital. — This  Instliiition  accommodates  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  patients,  and  pre- 
sents every  variety  of  disease  and  accident  to  which  the  human  frame  is  liable.  Situated  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city,  and  within  a  few  ininntes  walk  of  the  College,  it  possesses  the  great  advantage  of 
beiii!!  easy  of  access,  without  any  loss  of  time,  and  the  students  have  daily  opportunities  of  witness- 
insrthe  practice  of  the  house. 

M'ew  York  Ear  and  F.ijc  Infirmary. — The  average  number  of  patients  who  resort  annually  to  this  In- 
situtlon,  for  professional  advice,  amounts  to  upwards  of  one  thousand.  It  thus  furnishes  the  amplest 
field  for  nliservalinn  and  instrnclion  In  the  various  diseases  of  the  Eve  and  Ear.  It  is  opened  gratui- 
tously to  the  students  of  the  College.  J.  AUGUSTINE  S.MITH,  M.D.,  PresideiU. 

N.  II.  DEIUNG,  M.D.,Reg^istrar. 

J^eio  Yurk,  June  2.3,  1838.  Aug  29—1X1 

MEDIC.\L    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  Instruction.  Students  will  be 
admllted  lo  the  medical  and  snrsical  departments  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  In  one  of  tlu^  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  the  smallpox 
and  variiiluicl  discuses.  They  will  receive  clinical  Instrnction  upon  the  cases  which  they  witnesa, 
and  duriiis  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  College,  they  will  receive  iustruclion  by  lec- 
tures and  recilations  upon  the  various  departments  of  medical  .science.  Ample  opportunities  will 
be  alf.irded  tor  the  cultivation  of  Practical  .\natomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  e.xpense. 
Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

H.  1.  nOVVDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  M.D. 
July  2.5— eoptN—emtJy  H.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 


SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  Sclii>ol,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember ne\t.     The  ailvantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  inslilutinna 
will  be  secured  t<i  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

f)n  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Rioelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  ........     Dh.  Reynolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  (.'hemlstry,  by        ------        -        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Pll>sl(di>gy  and  Pathology,  by   --------     Dr.  Holmes. 

DIssrcilons  will  lie  carrli'd  on  thr(Hii;hont  the  year,  and  a  course  of  T^ectnres  on  Practical  .'Vnatomy 
and  Surgery  will  Im^  uivi-n  In  the  inlerv.il  bi'tween  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  providird  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JA(;OIJ  BIGKLOW, 

EDWARD  RKY.NOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1338.  1).   HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aiig02— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 

Tllll  riOSro.N  MKDICAL  AND  SUR(;I(;AL  JOITRNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesd.iy,  by 
I).  CL  \PI'.  .lU.  at  Itil  Washliiutoii  Street,  (orner  of  l''iaiiKlln  Street,  to  whom  ail  coinmunications 
must  be  addressed, ;)(M(-;)(iif/.  It  Is  also  pnbllslied  in  Monllilv  Part-,  c.irh  Part  conlninine  the  weekly 
nninhers  of  Hie  preci-diiiL'  nionlli,  siliilicd  In  a  rover.  J.  V.C.  SMITH.  M.D.  I'.ilitor.— Price  ^:i,00  a 
vear  in  advance. !%;i.-)()  al'ler  three  nioiilhs, ami  .*l.()()  if  not  paid  wllliin  the  year.— .Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copy  atitlit — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payiuent  iu  advance,  or 
s.itisfaclory  reference.— Postage  Ihc  same  as  for  a  ^ew8pap«l. 
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FISKE    FUND   PRIZE    DISSERTATIONS    OF    THE    RHODE    ISLAND 
MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

NO.    V. — BY    JACOB    FULLER,    M.D.,    PROVIDENCE. 
[Communicaied  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fiske  Fund  Trustees,  held  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1838,  it  was  decided  that  the  Dissertation  bearing  the  motto,  "  For 
xvant  of  timely  care,  millions  have  died  of  medicable  ivounds." — Armstrong — and 
which,  on  breaking  the  seal  of  the  accompanying  letter,  was  found  to  be  written 
by  Jacob  Fuller,  M.D.,  of  Providence,  was  entitled  to  the  premium  oi fifty  dollars 
offered  for  the  best  Dissertation  on  the  question.  What  are  the  causes,  nature  and 
best  mode  of  treatment  of  Scarlatina  ^nginosaJ  In  awarding  the  premium  to 
this  Dissertation,  neither  the  Trustees  nor  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society  hold 
themselves  responsible  for  its  doctrines  or  the  treatment  recommended, 

C    Usher  Parsons, 
Signed,  <    Niles  Manchester, 

(    Ezekiel  Fowler. 

"  What  are  the  Causes,  Nature  and  best  mode  of  Treatment  of 
Scarlatina  Anginosa  ?" 

Scarlatina  is  a  term  derived  from  "  Scarlatto,  the  Italian  for  a  deep 
red,''  and  though  barbarous  with  respect  to  the  Latin  language,  has 
been  so  long  in  use  by  most  writers  of  the  modern  systems  of  nosology, 
that  it  cannot  well  be  displaced  by  the  more  classical  term  Rosalia, 
which  Dr.  J.  M.  Good  has  made  an  effort  to  restore.  The  name  of 
this  disease,  like  many  others,  is  derived  from  one  of  its  symptoms. 

The  term  scarlatina  is  employed  to  distinguish  a  disease  attended  with 
fever,  sore  throat,  and  an  eruption  on  the  surface,  which  appears  on  or 
between  the  second  and  fifth  day  of  the  disease  (reckoning  from  the 
commencement  of  the  indisposition),  first  on  the  face,  neck  and  chest, 
and  progressively  spreading  over  the  whole  body,  terminating  with  a 
desquamation  of  the  cuticle  between  the  fifth  and  ninth  day  of  the 
disease. 

The  surface  of  the  body,  when  covered  with  the  rash,  has  often  the 
appearance  of  being  dusted  with  red  pepper;  at  other  times  the  erup- 
tion appears  in  red  patches,  from  the  size  of  a  finger-nail  to  that  of  a 
silver  dollar;  but  more  often  these  patches  coalesce,  forming  a  bright 
red  surface  over  the  whole  body,  very  much  resembling  the  shell  of  a 
boiled  lobster,  and  frequently  the  eruption  is  attended  with  minute 
vesicles. 
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Scarlatina  has  been  divided  into  tliree  species,  including,  among  the 
number,  the  cynanclie  maligna  of  Dr.  Cullen,  or  scarlatina  sine  erujjtione  ; 
but  we  object  entirely  to  this  division,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  founded  in 
nature,  nor  on  pathological  considerations.  We  know  of  no  distinct 
varieties  of  this  disease,  except  those  produced  by  the  attenrling  fever. 
When  the  simple  inflammatory  fever  accompanies  the  eruption,  it  cor- 
responds exactly  with  the  distinct  smallpox.  ;  but  when  the  attending 
fever  is  either  an  inflanmiatory  or  a  congestive  typhus,  the  symplocus 
are  the  same  as  in  the  confluent  smallpox.  The  two  kinds  of  measles, 
called  the  common  and  the  black,  should  also  be  distinguished  by  the 
accompanying  fever,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  eruptive  diseases. 
Hence  in  scarlatina,  and  other  eruptive  as  well  as  common  fevers,  there 
are  two  grand  varieties,  which  may  be  distinguished  by  the  names  of 
synocha  and  congestive  typhus.  Between  these  two  there  are  many 
shades  and  subdivisions,  or  different  combinations ;  but  the  two  ex- 
tretnes  are  a  mild  synocha  and  a  congestive  typhus,  or  the  typhus 
gravior  of  the  old  writers.  The  pure  congestive  form  of  scarlatina  is 
very  rare  ;  but  it  is  common  to  see  a  combination  of  inflammatory  with 
congestive  symptoms.  When  the  disease  is  attended  with  the  congestive 
typhus,  the  rash  is  imperfectly  thrown  out,  and  soon  assumes  a  rasp- 
berry or  a  dark  purple  color,  like  the  measles,  accompanied  with  the 
same  fever,  and  like  them  is  apt  to  recede  entirely.  Sometimes  this 
fever  is  accompanied  with  petechias,  bleeding  from  the  gums,  liver, 
bowels  and  other  organs. 

During  the  continuance  of  an  epidemic  scarlatina,  we  have  repeatedly 
observed,  in  the  different  members  of  the  same  family,  every  form  of 
tlie  disease,  from  the  mildest  to  the  most  severe.  This  observation  will 
also  a|)ply  to  both  forms  of  smallpox,  some  of  the  members  of  the 
same  Aimily  having  the  distinct,  whilst  others  have  the  confluent,  though 
all  may  have  received  the  contagion  at  the  same  time.  The  different 
forms  of  the  disease  in  different  individuals,  are  to  be  sought  for  in 
their  difftM'ent  constitutions  ;  but  independent  of  a  constitutional  predis- 
position to  either  synocha  or  typhous  fever,  there  is  a  particular  con- 
stitution of  the  atmosphere  which  predisposes  to  either  one  or  the 
other  of  these  fevers,  for  all  practitioners  have  observed  the  scarlatina 
to  be  more  malignant  in  some  years  than  others.  Furthermore,  when- 
ever eruptive  fevers  become  epidemic,  they  are  usually  accompanied 
with  the  same  kind  of  fever,  which  |)revails  throughout  a  large  tract  of 
country  at  the  same  time,  whether  synocha  or  typhus.  Also,  whenever 
the  inhabitants  of  malarious  districts  are  attacked  with  scarlet  fever,  it 
comnjonly  assumes  the  remittent  or  the  intermittent  form  of  the  miasmal 
fever  of  that  location.  These  facts  were  long  ago  observed  by  Dr.  Sy- 
denham, and  have  been  too  much  neglected  by  modern  writers  on  the 
subject  of  febrile  diseases. 

If  the  above  views  of  the  exanthemata  be  correct,  the  eruption  in  all 
of  them  is  of  no  marmer  of  consequence  in  the  treatment,  further  than 
as  an  index  to  point  out  the  particular  kind  of  the  accompanying  fever. 
For  if  the  fever  be  judiciously  treated,  the  eruption  will  take  care  of 
itself — or,  in  other  words,  if  the  attending  fever  be  either  synocha,  ty- 
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phus  or  congestive  typhus,  let  the  practitioner  treat  it  accordingly,  as 
iie  will  not  tlien  be  led  astray  by  names,  more  especially  if  he  takes  into 
consideration  the  type  of  the  other  prevailing  fevers  of  the  same  season. 

The  humoral  patliologists  believe  the  fever  to  result  from  a  fermenta- 
tion and  concoction  of  the  humors,  by  which  the  oflensive  matter  is 
thrown  to  the  surface  of  the  body,  producing  the  eruption.  That  the 
Ouids  of  the  human  body  become  contaminated  with  the  peccant  matter 
during  the  progress  of  eruptive  diseases,  we  are  assured  by  the  child 
becoming  affected  with  smallpox  in  utero,  and  also  by  some  of  the  erup- 
tive diseases  having  been  communicated  by  inoculation  with  the  blood 
of  the  diseased.  Still,  however,  the  eruption  should  be  regarded  as  a 
mere  symptom  of  this  class  of  diseases. 

With  respect  to  the  primary  seat  of  irritation  from  the  poison  of  scar- 
latina, we  think,  with  M.  Broussais.  that  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of 
morbid  action  commences  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  producing  a  gastro-enterite ;  and  the  stomach  being  the  centre  of 
the  morbid  irritation,  the  diseased  action  is  extended  by  sympathy  to 
the  brain,  liver,  pancreas  and  lungs,  which  eventually  causes  cold  chills, 
followed  by  fever. 

When,  in  the  congestive  form  of  scarlet  fever,  nature  makes  an  effort 
to  remove  the  diseased  action  from  an  internal  vital  part  to  the  surface  of 
the  body,  a  part  less  essential  to  life,  she  seems  to  falter,  and  the  reac- 
tion, accompanied  with  eruption,  either  does  not  at  all,  or  imperfectly 
takes  place. 

"  After  a  long  and  patient  investigation,"  says  Dr.  Mackintosh,  "  com- 
paring the  symptoms  found  on  dissection,  I  have  come  to  the  opinion 
that  the  mucous  membranes  are  the  seat  of  the  disease,  the  nature  of 
which  is  inflammation  tnore  or  less  acute  and  extensive,  and  that  the 
part  most  generally  implicated  is  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs, 
particularly  in  measles  and  smallpox,  whilst  that  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  is  the  part  chiefly,  if  not  principally,  affected  in  urticaria,  roseola, 
rosalia  and  miliary  fever.  The  eruption  is  merely  to  be  regarded  as  a 
symptom. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  many  cases  of  eruptive  fever  are  very  mild, 
and  require  little  treatment,  whilst  others  are  extremely  severe  and 
fatal ;  and  that  a  great  deal  depends  upon  the  eruption,  whether  it 
comes  out  at  the  usual  period,  and  whether  it  remains  out,  or  prema- 
turely or  suddenly  recedes.  The  eruption,  in  point  of  fact,  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  a  natural  blister,  acting  as  a  counter-irritant.  It  is  pro- 
duced by  powers  inherent  in  the  constitution,  which  enable  it  to  remove 
so  much  of  the  diseased  action  from  an  internal  organ,  the  functions  of 
which  are  more  imm.ediately  necessary  to  life.  In  slight  cases,  1  con- 
ceive the  eruption  is  in  proportion  to,  if  it  do  not  exceed,  the  amount 
of  the  internal  disease.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  eruptions  are 
produced  by  inflanmiation  of  the  cutis,  which  consequently  must  take 
off  so  much  of  the  determination  of  the  blood,  and  so  much  of  the 
diseased  action  from  the  internal  organs." — Vol.  1.,  p.  183,  Practice 
of  Physic. 

In  all  eruptive  disorders  attended  with  fever,  some  of  the  most  impor- 
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tanl  organs  become  deranged  and  fkW  to  perform  their  healthy  functions, 
and  the  whole  system  is  op[)res3ed  and  labors  hard  under  the  constitu- 
tional commotion  excited  by  the  disease.  For  some  days  previous  to 
the  eruption,  and  often  during  this  sta^e,  respiration  labors  as  at  the 
commencement  of  bronchitis  ;  the  brain  is  also  often  affected,  and  de- 
lirium, lethargy,  or  coma,  accompanied  with  convulsions,  especially  in 
children,  often  follow.  Hence  the  eruption  is  tardy  in  its  appearance, 
or  is  imperfectly  thrown  out.  But  when  the  rash  appears  early  in  the 
disease,  and  is  of  a  bright  red  color,  a  decided  atnelioration  of  the  symp- 
toms follows,  and  the  patient  is  no  longer  subject  to  convulsions;  although 
the  irritation  and  inflammation  on  the  surface  of  the  body  be  so  great 
that  the  fever  is  still  kept  up,  and  does  not  abate  until  the  eruption  be- 
gins to  fade,  and  desquaination  to  commence. 

All  physicians  acknowledge  the  danger  which  exists,  when  the  erup- 
tion is  deficient,  or  when  it  prematurely  recedes,  which  is  usually  the 
case  in  all  eruptive  diseases  attended  with  congestive  fever.  But  from 
whence  is  the  danger?  Not,  we  opine,  from  the  afflux  of  blood  again 
to  the  original  seat  of  the  disease  in  the  mucous  niembranes  of  the 
primee  viae,  but  to  some  important  internal  viscus,  such  as  the  liver, 
spleen,  lungs  and  brain,  causing  congestions,  and  a  masked  inflammation 
(if  we  may  be  allowed  the  term),  which  cannot  develope  itself — the 
crowded  state  of  the  vessels  of  the  organ  implicated,  preventing  reac- 
tion— a  state  of  the  system  which  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  death,  un- 
less the  circulation  can  be  equalized,  and  the  superficial  bloodvessels 
receive  their  proper  share  of  the  vital  fluid. 

"  The  inflammation  of  the  skin  is  the  great  characteristic  of  the 
disease,"  though  in  some  particular  seasons  it  appears  without  any  ac- 
companying rash,  when  it  is  called  ci/nanche  maligna,  or  scarlatina  sine 
eruptione.  The  affection  of  the  throat  is  generally  present,  but  in  some 
rare  forms  it  is  wanting,  when  the  disease  is  called  scarlatina  sine  angina. 
This  is  the  mildest  form  of  the  complaint,  and  scarcely  requires  medica- 
tion ;  but  the  scarlatina  sine  eruptione  is  one  of  the  most  severe  forms 
of  the  disease,  and  under  the  common  name  of  putrid  sore  throat  is 
known  and  dreaded  throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the  most 
fatal  diseases. 

Scarlatina,  of  every  kind,  is  generally  accompanied  by  a  remarkable 
prostration  of  strength,  both  physical  and  mental,  sometimes  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  occasion  death  in  a  few  hours,  or  in  a  few  days.  Post-mor- 
tem dissections  prove  the  lesions  in  this  disease  to  be  those  produced  by 
inflammation  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes,  also  inflammation  and  con- 
gestions of  the  liver,  lungs,  spleen  and  mucous  membranes  of  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels ;  sometimes  the  mucous  men)brane  becomes  ulcerated. 

The  above  pathological  observations  are  deemed  necessary  in  order  to 
direct  our  attention  to  a  judicious  treatment  of  scarlatina,  as  well  as  all 
other  eruptive  fevers  ;  for  the  general  appearance  of  the  whole  family 
is  so  much  alike,  that  if  the  attending  fever  is  not  mistaken,  success 
will  generally  follow  the  employment  of  the  same  kind  of  remedies  in 
either  of  then). 

Most  writers  on  the  subject  agree  that  the  scarlet  fever  arises  from  a 
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specific  contagion,  which  hes  dormant  in  the  system  from  three  to  ten 
or  twelve  days.  The  contagion  spreads  more  freely,  and  the  disease  is 
more  fatal,  among  the  poor  than  the  opulent — and  it  attacks  infants  and 
persons  under  twenty  years  of  age  much  more  frequently  than  persons 
above  that  age.  The  individual,  when  once  attacked,  generates  a  poi- 
son of  the  same  kind,  which  becomes  diffused  in  the  atmosphere,  and 
spreads  the  contagion  to  other  persons.  The  propagation  by  fomites  is 
acknowledged  by  all,  and  children  recovering  frocn  scarlatina  sometimes 
communicate  the  disease  to  other  children,  for  two  or  three  weeks  after 
the  fever  has  subsided. 

The  scarlatina,  like  the  smallpox  and  measles,  usually  attacks  the 
same  person  but  once  during  life,  though  there  are  many  exceptions  to 
this  general  rule ;  yet  the  same  individual  is  often  subject  to  repeated  at- 
tacks of  the  angina  sine  eruptione,  accompanied  with  fever. 

Scarlatina  often  prevails  as  an  epidemic  throughout  an  extensive 
range  of  country,  and  it  appears  to  us  that  there  is  a  peculiar  state  of 
the  atmosphere  which  favors  the  diffusion  of  the  contagion,  and  which 
ceases  to  act  whenever  this  predisposition  in  the  air  has  passed  away. 
There  is  likewise  some  peculiar  state  or  modification  of  the  atmosphere, 
which  causes  this  and  other  fevers  to  be  more  malignant  in  some  years 
than  others.  Different  constitutions,  and  different  states  of  the  system 
in  the  individuals  of  the  same  family,  may,  however,  cause  the  disease 
to  appear  in  its  mildest  and  in  its  severest  forms. 

Its  contagious  character  is  most  conspicuous  among  the  poor,  who  live 
in  crowded,  un ventilated  apartments,  where  they  are  obliged  to  occupy 
the  same  rooms  with  the  sick,  when  the  contagion  becomes  so  concen- 
trated, that  rarely  a  single  individual  of  the  family,  young  or  old,  escapes 
the  disease,  though  the  young  are  the  first  to  suffer. 

Among  the  opulent  who  occupy  spacious  apartments,  and  confine  the 
sick  to  different  rooms  from  the  rest  of  the  family,  and  where  proper 
attention  is  paid  to  ventilation  and  cleanliness,  the  disease  does  not 
always  spread  to  other  members  of  the  family  ;  and  it  is  much  less  con- 
tagious than  either  smallpox  or  measles,  which  almost  every  person  is 
liable  to  take,  when  exposed  to  the  contagion — whilst  many  persons 
resist  the  contagion  of  the  scarlatina,  though  often  exposed  to  its  full 
influence. 

Whenever  the  contagion  is  diffused  through  the  atmosphere,  a  pro- 
tracted exposure  to  cold  during  the  continuance  of  the  epidemic  will 
as  certainly  produce  the  disease  as  exposure  to  the  contagion  in  a  sick 
room.  The  houses  of  the  poor,  when  not  cleaned,  retain  the  contagion 
for  a  long  time.  To  this  cause  are  to  be  attributed  the  occasional  oc- 
currence of  the  disease  after  the  epidemic  has  passed  away. 

Diagnosis. — The  only  diseases  for  which  scarlatina  is  liable  to  be  mis- 
taken, are  the  measles  and  the  smallpox.  From  the  measles  it  is  dis- 
tinguished by  the  color  of  the  efflorescence  and  by  the  ulcerations  of 
the  throat,  though  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish  them  when  the 
measles  is  attended  with  swelled  tonsils  and  a  sore  throat,  as  is  some- 
times the  case.  But  in  the  measles  the  eruption  appears  at  a  later  pe- 
riod, and  has  more  the  purple  appearance  of  (he  raspberry   than  the 
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scarlet  eruption  ;  also  the  catarrhal  symptoms, such  as  hoarseness, sneez- 
ing, cough  and  watery  eyes,  the  constant  attendant  of  the  measles,  are 
wanting  in  the  scarlatina.  In  the  smallpox  an  efflorescence  sometimes 
occurs,  which  is  mistaken  for  the  scarlet  eruption  ;  however,  a  few  days 
will  decide  its  nature.  But,  after  all,  it  is  not  very  important  to  dis- 
criminate the  three  diseases  from  each  other,  inasmuch  as  the  treatment 
is  the  same  in  all,  a  judicious  management  of  the  attending  fever  being 
all  that  is  required  for  the  safety  of  tiie  patient. 

Prognosis. — In  scarlatina  the  prognosis  will  depend  upon  the  ac- 
companying fever.  In  the  mildest  form,  sine  angina,  the  disease  is 
scarcely  sufficient  to  confine  the  jiatient  to  the  house,  and  rarely  requires 
much  medication.  But  when  either  a  highly  inflammatory  fever  or  a 
congestive  typhus  attends  the  disease,  the  prognosis  should  always  he 
guarded.  The  congestive  or  malignant  scarlet  fever  is  a  disease  of  the 
utmost  danger  ;  some  die  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  whilst 
others  continue  to  the  third  or  fourth  day,  and  a  few-  linger  on  for  one  or 
two  weeks,  but  generally  the  patient  is  safe  if  he  continues  to  the  eighth 
or  ninth  day  from  the  commencement  of  the  eruption.  An  imperfect 
efflorescence  on  the  skin,  or  a  retrocession  soon  after  it  has  appeared, 
are  always  unfavorable  symptoms,  as  are  also  the  livid  color  of  the 
eruption,  petechiae,  bleeding  from  the  gums  and  nostrils,  internal  hagmor- 
rhage,  low  irregular  pulse,  diarrhoea,  prostration  of  sttengh  and  delirium. 
The  tongue  becoming  parched,  shining  and  glossy,  livid  and  glossy 
cheeks  and  throat,  coma,  cold  extremities,  leaden  color  of  the  face  and 
an  involuntary  discharge  of  the  faeces,  are  fatal  symptoms. 

[To  be  continued.] 


DR.   ALCOTT'S  WORK  ON   VEGETABLE   DIET. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — 1  have  lately  been  reading  Dr.  Alcott's  work  on  Vegetable  Diet, 
and  I  send  you,  for  publication,  such  remarks  as  have  been  suggested  by 
its  perusal.  My  observations,  perhaps,  will  be  somewhat  desultory,  as  I 
give  you  my  ideas  just  in  the  order  in  which  they  come  into  my  own 
mind,  without  much  attention  to  method. 

Dr.  Alcott  is  a  worthy  and  intelligent  man.  and  an  industrious  com- 
piler and  writer.  He  is  one  of  that  numerous  class  of  hard  working 
men,  who  devote  their  energies  to  what  they  believe  to  be  the  best  in- 
terests of  tlie  human  race.  He  is  the  author  of  several  books,  some  of 
them  of  considerable  merit,  designed  to  improve  the  health  and  morals 
of  the  community.  He  has  done  something  in  the  way  of  diffusing 
physiological  knowledge  among  the  people,  and  of  showing  its  applica- 
tion in  the  education  of  youth.  He  has  also,  as  he  has  had  opportunity, 
spoken  a  good  word  for  the  medical  profession,  and  exposed  the  evils  of 
medical  imposture  and  charlatanism.  Though  Dr.  Alcott  has  unques- 
tionably df)ne  much  good,  I  cannot  regard  his  labors  in  dietetics  with 
much  favor.  On  this  subject  he  is  evidently  beside  himself.  As  often 
as  he  touches  it  his  mind  runs  riot.     He  has  joined   !Mr.  Graham  and  a 
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small  band  of  kindred  spirits,  and  is  earnest  and  eloquent  in  denouncing 
the  use  of  flesh,  and  applauding  the  virtues  of  abstinence  and  starvation. 
A  record  of  his  opinions  and  the  evidence  on  which  they  are  founded, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  book  before  n)e. 

The  origin  of  this  book  may  be  learned  from  the  following  extract 
from  its  pages  : 

"  Twelve  years  ago,  the  present  season,  1  was  in  the  first  stage  of 
tuberculous  consumption,  and  evidently  advancing  rapidly  to  the  second. 
The  most  judicious  physicians  were  consulted,  and  tl)eir  advice  at  length 
followed.  'l  commenced  the  practice  of  n)edicine,  travelling  chiefly  on 
horseback  ;  and  though  unable  [able]  to  do  but  little  at  first,  1  soon 
gained  strength  to  perform  a  moderate  business,  and  to  combine  with  it  a 
little  gardening  and  farming.  At  the  time,  or  nearly  at  the  lime,  of 
commencing  the  practice  of  medicine,  I  laid  aside  my  feather  bed,  and 
slept  on  straw  ;  and  in  December,  of  the  same  year,  1  abandoned  spirits 
and  most  kinds  of  stimulating  food.  It  was  not,  however,  until  eight 
years  ago,  the  present  season,  that  I  abandoned  all  drinks  but  water, 
and  all  flesh,  fish  and  other  highly  stimulating  and  concentrated  aliments, 
and  confined  myself  to  a  diet  of  milk  and  vegetables. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  the  duties  of  my  profession,  and  the  nature  of 
my  studies,  led  me  to  prosecute,  more  diligently  than  ever,  a  subject 
which  I  had  been  studying,  more  or  less,  from  my  very  childhood — the 
laws  of  Human  Health.  Among  other  things,  I  collected  facts  on  this 
subject  from  books  which  came  in  my  way  ;  so  that  when  I  came  to 
Boston,  in  January,  1832,  I  had  already  obtained,  from  various  writers, 
on  materia  medica,  ohysiology,  disease  and  dietetics,  quite  a  large 
bundle." 

In  1834  Dr.  Alcott  ascertained  that  Dr.  North,  "  a  distinguished 
practitioner  of  medicine  in  Hartford,  Conn.,"  w-as  engaged  in  a  course 
of  inquiry  similar  to  his  own.  They  agreed  to  unite  their  stock  of 
materials.  In  1836,  Dr.  North's  health  failed  him,  and  the  materials 
which  he  had  collected  were  placed  in  Dr.  Alcott's  hands.  The  book 
before  us  contains  the  "  stock  "  of  both  these  gentlemen.  This  stock 
consists  of  letters  from  about  twenty-four  persons  (sixteen  of  them  phy- 
sicians), together  with  extracts  from  the  writings  of  distinguished  men, 
ancient  and  modern. 

It  is  the  design  of  Dr.  Alcott  and  his  associates  to  effect  a  radical 
change,  a  revolution,  in  the  dietetic  habits  of  the  comnmnity.  They 
say  (and  they  say  with  great  confidence)  that  man  is  naturally  a  vege- 
table-eating animal — that  an  exclusive  diet  of  vegetables  is  not  only 
safe,  but  the  best  calculated  to  develope  and  sustain  all  his  energies, 
mental  and  corporeal — that  animal  food  is  unnatural,  unnecessary  and 
injurious,  and  should  be  banished  from  use — that  one  of  our  great  na- 
tional evils  is  the  habit  of  eating  too  much  or  loo  nourishing  food — that 
a  great  proportion  of  all  our  infirmities  and  diseases  is  the  result  of  eat- 
ing "  flesh  meat  " — that  sickness  and  suffering  would  hardly  be  known, 
that  life  would  be  almost  indefinitely  protracted,  that  old  age  would 
be  characterized  by  the  greenness  and  vigor  of  youth,  and  that  death,  at 
last,  would  be  as  easy  and  as  quiet  as  the  sleep  of  an  infant,  were  their 
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discoveries   in   the  science  of  dietetics  generally  known,  and  their  pre- 
cepts followed. 

Now,  how  the  question  stands  as  to  man's  natural  food,  it  is  hardly 
worth  while,  in  this  place,  to  inquire.  Until  recently,  it  was  supposed 
to  have  been  settled  in  favor  of  a  mixed  diet,  but  Mr.  Graham,  it 
seems,  has  settled  it  again,  and  on  a  better  foundation.  He  has  made 
the  wonderful  discovery  that  man  closely  resembles  the  monkey  race, 
and,  consequently,  is  a  frugiverous  animal.  As  for  myself,  1  have  little 
confidence  in  the  anatomical  argument,  as  it  is  called,  whichever  way  it 
may  be  supposed  to  lead.  In  the  sense  in  which  we  speak  of  the  food 
of  animals,  man  may  be  said — adult  man,  I  mean — to  have  no  natural 
food.  Were  he,  like  the  brute  animals,  dependent  on  nature  for  the 
supply  and  elaboration  of  his  nutriment,  he  would  starve  almost  before 
existence  had  begun.  Thank  Heaven,  he  is  not  yet  reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  perishing  with  hunger,  or  roaming  abroad  in  search  of 
roots  and  acorns  ;  or,  if  he  is  ever  thus  reduced,  as  in  the  instance  of 
some  no  very  flattering  specimens  of  our  race,  because,  forsooth,  it  is 
best  that  he  should  live  or  die  naturalhj,  the  felicities  of  his  condition 
have  not  yet  been  such  (seemingly)  as  to  commend  it  to  very  special 
favor.  Man  is  something  more  than  an  organized  being — a  creature  of 
mere  instinct.  He  has  in  his  constitution  other  and  higher  principles 
than  those  which  actuate  and  govern  the  brute  world.  He  has  a  set  of 
faculties  comprehended  under  the  name  of  reason,  which  place  him  im- 
measurably above  what  certain  would-be  reformers  call  "  a  state  of  na- 
ture." Were  it  not  for  reason,  his  most  urgent  wants  could  never  be 
gratified.  He  could  not  be  clothed,  or  fed,  or  housed.  He  could  not 
survive  a  day  the  dangers  which  beset  him  from  within  and  from  without. 
Is  he  exposed  to  the  influence  of  cold  ?  Nature  has  not  furnished  him 
with  the  means  of  protection.  She  has  thrown  him  upon  an  inclement 
v^^orld,  naked  and  without  shelter.  She  will  not  build  his  fires,  or  weave 
him  garments,  or  construct  him  a  habitation.  Is  he  hungry  '^  He 
calls  upon  nature,  and  she  presents  him  with  a  stone.  She  furnishes 
nothing  calculated  to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  appetite.  But  he  has 
another  resource  of  more  liberal  promise.  He  appeals  to  his  intel- 
ligence, and  finds  the  means  of  gratifying  all  he  desires.  In  virtue  of 
that  endowment,  he  assumes  the  character  of  a  reasoning  and  inventive 
animal.  Hence  come  all  the  arts  of  agriculture — the  art  of  cultivating 
and  perfecting  the  products  of  nature,  the  arts  of  cookery,  &.c.  Our 
food,  in  the  slate  in  which  it  first  comes  to  our  hands,  is  not  suitable  for 
nourishment.  Our  organs  can  find  no  nutriment  in  it.  They  reject  it. 
It  first  has  to  pass  through  the  improving  processes  of  the  agriculturist  or 
the  horticulturist.  It  afterwards  demands  the  mechanical  and  chemical 
changes  which  are  the  result  of  cookery.  Its  fibres  are  then  fitted  to  be 
acted  upon  by  the  stomach  ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  suited  for  digestion 
and  for  nourishing  the  body- 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  natural  food  of  man,  in  the  way  we  do  of  that 
of  brutes.  Man  has  no  natural  food  ;  or,  rather,  anything  is  natural,  the 
chemical  constitution  of  which  is  such  that  it  can  be  fitted,  by  the  aid  of 
art,  for  the  purpo-^cs  of  digestion  and  nutrition.  Om  organs  have  a  sort 
of  negative  or  veto  power  on  whatever  is  presented  for  their  action — a 
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power  of  receiving  or  rejecting  such  substances  as  have  been  selected 
for  their  use  ;  but  they  can  have  no  part  in  any  higher  office.  Whether, 
of  several  kinds  of  food  which  reason  and  our  organs  have  approved 
and  received,  the  one  or  the  other  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best  adapted  to 
develope  and  sustain  the  energies  of  body  and  mind,  is  a  question  of  ex- 
perience entirely.  It  is  not  to  be  decided  by  loose  analogies,  by  the 
formation  of  the  teeth,  or  the  length  and  structure  of  the  aliu)entary 
canal ;  but  by  careful  observation  and  experiment.  If  animal  food  is 
injurious  in  its  effects — "  the  root  of  all  evil,"  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Alcolt 
— the  fact  must  be  proved  by  watching  its  effects  ;  and  this  not  in  one 
instance  only,  but  in  numerous  cases,  and  in  a  variety  of  circumstances, 
and  on  a  large  scale.  The  anatomist  is  not  wanted  in  evidence.  He  is 
not  a  competent  witness,  and  should  be  ordered  off  the  stand. 

If  the  question,  then,  whether  animal  food  is  destructive  to  the  hu- 
man system  (I  speak,  of  course,  of  the  moderate  use  of  it),  is  to  be  de- 
cided by  experiment,  the  question  at  once  arises  whether  such  food  has 
ever  been  used  in  such  a  manner  as  to  furnish  us  with  a  lair  illustration 
of  its  effects.  One  would  think  that  animal  food  had  been  eaten  long 
and  extensively  enough  to  enable  us  to  know  its  operation  on  the  health. 
If  it  is  so  destructive,  so  poisonous,  so  much  "  the  root  of  all  evil,"  as 
some  contend,  it  is  surpassingly  strange  that  the  discovery  of  so  important 
a  fact  has  aw^aited,  so  patiently  and  so  long,  the  birth  of  Mr.  Graham — 
the  leader  of  his  sect.  How  happens  it  that  those  large  portions  of  the 
human  race  that  have  always  eaten  flesh,  more  or  less,  havenot  long  ago 
become  entirely  degenerate,  or  even  extinct,  under  the  daily  influence 
of  so  noxious  an  agent  as  animal  food  is  maintained  to  be  ?  More  es- 
pecially, how  happens  it  that  those  portions  of  the  human  family  which 
eat  flesh  are,  at  this  moment,  farther  removed  from  the  point  ol  extinc- 
tion and  degeneracy  than  any  others  on  the  globe  ?  How  happens  it 
that  the  flesh-eating  nations  of  Europe  are  so  far  from  having  run  out, 
that  they  furnish  better  specimens  of  fully  and  perfectly  developed 
men  than  any  other  of  all  the  descendants  of  Adam  ?  Where  shall 
we  find  a  people  who,  in  mental  and  physical  endowments,  can  be 
matched  with  the  Europeans  ;  or  where  is  the  "  root  of  all  evil  "  so 
abundant  as  in  Europe  ?  Let  Dr.  Alcott  answer  these  questions.  Will 
he  cite  the  vegetable-eating  nations  of  the  East  ? — the  millions  who  there 
observe  to  the  letter  (and  have  done  so  for  ages)  his  improved  system  of 
diet?  Will  he  expect  to  win  his  case  by  naming  the  weak  and  besotted 
inhabitants  of  China  and  Hindostan — those  effeminate,  degraded  and 
soulless  millions  who  are  held  in  subjection  by  a  handful  of  British  troops? 
Could  he  hold  up  his  head  and  point  out  such  an  instance  of  manifest 
contradiction  to  his  principles  ?  Would  he  not  rather  refer  to  his  own 
case,  and  Mr.  Graham's,  and  that  of  a  few  broken-down,  lean-visaged 
dyspeptics,  who  have  never  been  thought  the  very  best  specimens  of 
nature's  finer  workmanship  ?  But  shall  Dr.  Alcott  be  allowed  to  escape 
in  this  manner  ?  Shall  he  be  allowed  to  pass  over,  without  notice,  the 
only  experiments  which  have  ever  been  made  on  an  adequate  scale, 
and  during  a  sufficiently  long  time  to  test  fairly  and  decisively  the  truth 
of  his  principles  ? 

(To  be  conUnued.) 


(190) 
MEDICAL    BOTANY. 

BY    SAMUEL    ALLEN    TOOTHAKER,    M.D. 

[Coininuniciited  t'nr  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

NO.    X. RHUS.       SUMACH.       MERCURY.       IVY. 

Sex.  Syst. — Class  pentandria  ;  order  tiigynia.  Nat.  Order. — Terebin- 
taceae.  Gen.  Char. —  Calyx  5-parted.  Petals  5.  Flowers  inferior. 
Berry  small,  sub-globose,  with  one  bony  seed. 

Specif.  Descrip. — Rhus  toxicodendron.  Var.radicans.  Steinclimb- 
ing  ;  leaves  teinate  ;  leafets  broad-oval,  entire  or  sinuate-dentate,  sub- 
pubescent  beneath  ;  flowers  tiioecious,  in  sessile,  axillary  racemes.  It 
grows  in  woods  and  about  fences,  and  often  climbs  to  a  great  height. 
The  Rhus  radicans,  or  poison  ivy,  is  a  general  inhabitant,  I  believe,  of 
every  part  of  New  England,  and  is  known  by  every  country  boy  who  is 
obnoxious  to  its  poisonous  effluvia. 

Having  recently  tested  the  virose  qualities  of  this  plant,  in  my  own 
person,  I  feel  myself  obligated  to  give  it  a  brief  notice.  Dr.  Wood 
says  (vide  U.  S.  Disp.),  "  Tlie  juice  applied  to  the  skin  frequently 
produces  inflammation  and  vesication  ;  and  the  same  poisonous  properly 
is  possessed  by  a  volatile  principle,  which  escapes  from  the  plant  itself, 
and  produces  in  persons  who  come  into  its  vicinity  an  exceedingly  trou- 
blesotne  erysipelatous  affection."  "  The  effects,"  tlie  doctor  continues, 
"  are  experienced  soon  after  exposure,  and  usually  begin  to  decline  in 
about  a  week.  A  light,  cooling  regimen,  with  saline  |)urgatives,  and 
the  local  use  of  cold  lead  water,  are  the  best  remedies."  Yet  with 
these  "  best  remedies,"  the  symptoms  only  begin  to  decline  in  about  a 
week.  I  have  several  times  been  poisoned  with  this  plant,  and  once  or 
twice  with  another  species,  I  think  the  Rhus  vernix,  when  a  boy,  but 
never  since  1  comtnenced  the  study  of  medicine  till  the  time  to  which 
allusion  is  made  above.  I  had  made  use  of  various  remedies  to  quell 
the  distressing  pain  and  itching  sensation,  but  never  found  one  that  would 
very  much  shorten  its  course.  A  strong  solution  of  common  salt  (mu- 
riate of  soda)  in  water  is  a  cooling  and  comforting  application,  while 
the  inflammation  is  high  ;  also  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  magnesia,  in- 
ternally and  externally,  is  of  some  service.  Olive  oil  is  of  considerable 
repute  as  a  remedy,  but  will  not  efliicl  a  speedy  cure.  Neither  will 
any  of  the  vegetable  specifics  I  have  ever  tried.  An  onion  poultice  has 
been  more  efficacious  than  the  whole  catalogue  of  other  remedies  lo 
which  I  had  before  resorted.  A  j)ni)ifitl  necessity,  however,  at  last  in- 
duced me  to  search  for  something  which  would  eradicate  the  poison  of 
rhus  from  the  system. 

May  lllh.  After  flinner  I  walked  into  a  garden  where  a  wall  had 
just  been  removed,  as  my  friend  informed  me,  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
out  the  ivy,  which  was  uprooted,  and  lay  strewed  over  the  ground.  As 
there  were  no  leaves  on  it  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  1  had  not  for 
some  years  been  poisoned,  I  did  not  much  fear  it,  but  was  careful  not  to 
touch  any  of  the  roots  or  stciDS.  Evenins;.  Felt  some  sensation  of 
heat  about  the  fire,  hut  ascribed  it  lo  riding  in  the  wind. 

12th.     Considerable  heat  and  some  itching,  with  slight  fulness. 
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13th.  Morning.  Considerable  tumefaction,  with  much  of  that  inde- 
scribable itching,  stingjing  or  burning  sensation,  peculiar  to  this  affection. 
Thus  distressed,  I  detern)ined  on  experiment.  I  accordingly  applied  to 
one  part  tincture  of  sanguinaria  (bloodroot)  ;  to  another,  ung.  nit.  hy- 
drarg.  ;  and  to  a  third,  dilute  nitric  acid.  The  sanguinaria  afforded  some 
relief,  but  seemed  to  me  not  to  act  with  much  power.  The  ointment 
also  relieved  moderately  tlie  itching,  but  this  was  all.  The  acid  was  a 
very  painful  application,  but  after  the  smarting  it  caused  had  subsided,  and 
the  part  had  been  washed  in  cool  water,  it  remained  comfortable  longer 
than  wiien  under  other  treatment. 

14th.  Slept  sound,  and  neglected  any  application  during  the  night. 
Tumefaction  great,  vesicular  eruption  very  distinct.  Now  determined 
on  giving  the  sulphate  of  morphia  a  trial,  as  I  had  seen  it  mentioned  in 
the  Journal  by  Dr.  A.,  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  as  effecting  a  speedy  cure  in 
his  own  case.  Accordingly  made  free  use  of  the  following  solution.  R. 
Sulph.  morphias,  grs.  x.  ;  aqua  fonta,  f^ss  ;  when,  to  my  great  surprise 
and  satisfaction,  the  poison  was  entirely  subdued  in  five  or  six  hours,  and 
with  the  use  of  but  a  half  ounce  of  the  solution  applied  to  the  part 
with  a  piece  of  soft  rag.  Some  pain  was  experienced  after  each  appli- 
cation, but  it  was  not  very  severe,  and  I  was  greatly  relieved  within  an 
hour  after  I  began  to  use  it.  Soon  after  I  conunenced  the  use  of  mor- 
phia, a  previous  slight  headache  became  intense,  with  severe  pain  in  the 
back  and  limbs,  and  I  was  unable  to  sit  up  or  to  walk  across  the  floor. 
JNight,  however,  had  come,  and  I  slept  so  soundly  as  to  be  waked  with 
great  difficulty  to  take  drink  once  or  twice  before  morning. 

15th.  Morning.  Entirely  free  from  pain  —  very  slight  itching.  Used 
a  few  drops  of  the  solution  two  or  three  times,  and  took  a  portion  of 
salts.  Tlie  descjuamating  process  has  already  rapidly  commenced. 
Health  was  speedily  restored,  with  no  relapse  of  the  disease,  and  1  am 
entirely  confident  in  the  efficacy  of  the  morphia  as  a  remedy  for  the 
poison  of  rhus.  Were  the  severe  constitutional  symptoms  occasioned 
by  suddenly  driving  the  poison  from  the  surface  ?  or  were  they  the 
specific  effects  of  the  morphia  taken  into  the  system  by  absorption?  I 
am  myself  of  opinion  they  were  the  latter,  as  the  quantity  applied,  to  a 
partially  denuded  surface,  was  sufficient  to  affect  constitutionally  at  least 
ten  adults,  if  applied  to  an  ulcerated  surface. 

The  question  now  occurs,  is  there  any  preventive  of  this  poison  ? 
Some  country  people  use  coptis  trifolia  (gold  thread),  steeped  in  rum, 
as  a  specific  against  it.  But  I  am  not  certain  of  its  efficacy.  Others 
chew  the  leaves  of  the  poison  ivy  to  protect  them  from  its  own  poison  ; 
but  I  can  hardly  believe  it  can  be  done  with  safety,  especially  by  one 
subject  to  its  poisonous  influence.  Yet  I  have  heard  some  i)ersons  say 
they  had  eaten  the  leaves,  and  were  never  afterwards  poisoned,  though 
they  had  formerly  been  affected  by  it. 
South  Reading,  October,  1838. 

Note. — I  am  under  the  necessity  of  deferring  the  consideration  of  the 
plant  so  often  referred  to  as  the  cow-parsnip  of  physicians  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  this  State,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining 
with  certainty  whether  the  plant  in  question   is  sison   aureus  or  ihapsia 
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Irifoliata.  I  have  been  favored  with  a  quanlity  of  the  plant  sent  me 
by  Dr.  C.  C.  Field,  of  Leominster,  for  examination,  which  he  obtained 
at  Ni)rihfiekl.  it  was  packed  while  fresh,  in  moss,  and  kept  moist,  but 
rotted  considerably  before  it  reached  me.  I  also  saw  a  specimen  at 
your  ofHce,  sent  by  a  physician  in  New  Hamjishire,  but  it  was  so  dried 
up  as  to  be  unfit  for  examination.  Dr.  Bates,  in  an  article  in  the  Jour- 
nal, calls  it  sison  aureus.  The  only  doubt  in  my  mind  has  been,  and 
still  is,  whether  it  is  sison  aureus  of  Torrey,  Smyrnium  aureum  of  Lin- 
naeus, zizia  aurea  of  Eaton  ;  or  the  thapsia  trifoliata  of  Torrey,  tlias- 
pium  barbinode  of  Nuttall,  and  thaspium  aureum  of  Eaton.  The  two 
plants  have,  according  to  iXuttall,  often  been  confounded  by  the  most 
eminent  botanists,  and  the  last  named  plant  has  been  mistaken  for  Smyr- 
nium. Prof.  Nuttall,  in  his  Genera  of  North  American  Plants,  notes  the 
peculiarities  of  each  ;  also  a  faithful  description  of  both  may  be  found 
in  Darlin2;ton's  Botany  of  Chester  County,  Penn.,  a  valuable  work  re- 
cently published. 
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I\  the  course  of  another  week,  Messrs.  Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon,  of  Bos- 
ton, will  publish  a  little  work  with  the  above  title,  which  comprises  a  va- 
riety of  medical  matter  in  the  most  concentrated  form  in  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  print  a  book.  It  contains  an  accurate  account  of  all  the  medi- 
cal schools  in  the  United  States,  England,  Ireland,  Scotland  and  France, 
with  the  names  of  the  professors  in  each  department  ;  the  names  of  all 
medical  Journals  in  this  country  and  Europe  ;  the  anniversaries  of  lite- 
rary and  scientific  societies,  principal  officers,  Stc.  There  is  an  alpha- 
betical table  of  all  medicines  now  in  use,  with  their  compounds,  and  the 
doses  of  each  preparation  accurately  expressed,  together  with  rising  of  a 
hundred  forms  of  prescriptions  for  particular  diseases,  from  the  highest 
modern  authorities.  In  connection  with  these  several  subjects,  in  the 
calendar  pages,  in  which  the  phases  of  the  moon  are  calculated,  is  in- 
serted the  time  of  the  decease  of  en)inent  i)Iiysicians.  Lastly,  so  com- 
pactly is  the  whole  arranged,  the  type  being  diatnond,  that  the  book  is  a 
neat  pocket-book,  closed  with  a  pencil,  and  is  also  furnished  with  blank 
leaves  for  inserting  daily  accoimts  and  memoranda.  To  practising  phy- 
sicians, surgeons,  medical  students  and  dispensing  apothecaries,  through- 
out (he  entire  country,  it  is  believed  this  will  be  considered  exceedingly 
usnful.  liooksollcrs  in  all  the  principal  cities  and  towns,  south  and  west, 
will  have  it  on  sale  by  the  first  of  December. 


Crania  Amcricnvn. — Mention  has  formerly  been  made  of  the  {jreat 
work  by  Dr.  Samuel  (i.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  which  ha.s  been  several 
years  in  progress,  entitled  "  Crania  JhncricanUy  or  a  comjyaralivc  view  of 
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the  skulls  of  vanoiis  aboriginal  nations  of  JVorth  and  Soitfh  America,  to 
which  is  to  be  prefixed  an  essay  on  the  varieties  of  the  human  species,  and 
on  the  American  race  i?i  partictdar,  illustrated  by  sixty  plates  and  a  colored 
map.'^  A  specimen  of  the  lithographic  drawings  lias  been  politely  for- 
warded to  our  address,  within  a  tew  days,  which  far  surpasses  our  expec- 
tations of  the  manner  in  which  we  had  supposed  they  were  to  be  executed, 
A  Peruvian  skull,  from  the  Temple  of  the  Sun,  and  the  embalmed  head 
from  a  Peruvian  cemetery  at  Arica,  seem  to  be  as  perfectly  displayed  as 
it  is  possible  to  represent  such  objects  on  paper.  In  the  course  of  the 
present  month,  according  to  the  prospectus,  the  whole  is  to  be  ready  for 
the  public.  The  text  is  to  embrace  between  two  and  three  hundred 
pages,  in  imperial  quarto,  on  fine  paper.  All  literary  and  scientific  insti- 
tutions in  this  country,  to  say  nothing  of  private  libraries,  should  possess 
this  admirable  national  production.  Both  the  antiquarian  and  philo.so- 
pher,  and  even  the  historian  and  phrenologist,  must  necessarily  have  an 
interest  in  the  labors  of  Dr.  Morton.  To  our  professional  brethren,  the 
Crania  Americana  will  be  a  desirable  acquisition.  Whenever  we  are 
favored  with  a  sight  of  the  complete  work,  a  further  notice  will  be  given 
of  its  literary  and  scientific  claims. 


Smallpox. — By  the  activity  of  the  public  authorities  throughout  the 
Union,  the  last  year,  the  smallpox,  which  actually  raged  with  alarming 
violence,  was  finally  circumscribed  by  vaccination,  and  the  subjects  for 
its  action  greatly  lessened  ;  but  the  poor  Indians  seemed  to  be  doomed 
to  extermination  by  this  terrible  disease.  Thousands  upon  thousands 
were  swept  away  by  it  in  1837.  After  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  as  if 
to  gather  energy,  it  has  again  exhibited  a  fearful  activity  among  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes — and  unless  the  government  pursue  the 
humane  policy  which  reflected  great  credit  on  the  nation  last  year,  and 
send  physicians  to  the  remote  tribes,  to  vaccinate  the  unprotected,  there 
is  no  calculating  the  devastation  of  life  that  will  ensue. 


Diseases  of  Emigrant  Animals. — It  is  stated  in  the  African  Repository^ 
that  animals  which  are  carried  to  Africa,  from  America,  are  subject  to 
disease,  but  the  peculiarities  of  the  malady,  unfortunately  for  the  na- 
turalist, are  not  stated.  The  same  publication  mentions,  under  date  of 
August  4th,  that  it  was  unusually  healthy  at  Bassa  Cove,  about  which 
much  anxiety  seems  to  have  been  manifested,  on  account  of  the  colored 
emigrants  from  the  United  States. 


Yelloio  Fever  at  Charleston. — Contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  pro- 
fession in  that  city,  the  fever  has  never  manifested  more  violence,  or  been 
less  under  the  control  of  medicine,  than  at  present.  3Iuch  reliance 
is  placed  on  the  appearance  of  a  frost,  to  check  its  devastation,  but  it 
seems,  thus  far,  to  defy  all  ordinary  sanitary  precautions,  as  well  as  reme- 
dial agents  which  were  once  considered  serviceable. 


Mr.  Combe'^s  Lectures. — After  having  closely  followed  this  gentleman 
in  his  lucid  demonstrations,  we  confess  ourselves  not  only  very  much 
gratified,  but  profitably  instructed.     His  manner  is  not  boisterous  or  im- 
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perative,  but  strictly  plain,  and  th  jse  who  listen  to  him  are  constrained  to 
ackiiou'ledi^e  that  he  is  a  philosopher  of  no  ordinary  powers.  Physicians 
will  reap  as  much  benelit  from  these  lectures,  il'not  more,  than  any  other 
class  of  hearers,  because  he  clears  up  points  that  have  always  been  ob- 
scure in  diseases  of  the  brain.  On  insanity,  particularly,  the  facts  ad- 
vanced in  proof  of  thi^  positions  laid  down,  are  too  important  to  be  disre- 
garded bv  those  who  profess  to  relieve  the  worst  of  maladies  to  which  hu- 
manity is  predisposed.  Without  going  into  details,  it  is  sufficient  to  say, 
unhesitatingly,  that  the  study  of  legal  medicine  and  mental  philosophy, 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  phrenology,  illustrated  by  one 
as  thoroughly  conversant  with  both,  as  3Ir.  Combe,  cannot  be  studied 
to  advantage,  or  understood  in  all  their  length,  breadth  and  bearings. 


Siipprtssion  of  Qnackerji. — It  has  been  suggested  that  quackery  ought 
to  be  assimilated,  by  the  Jvegislature,  to  the  crime  of  "  obtaining  money 
under  false  pretences."  The  "  Cour  Royale  "  of  Orleans,  in  France, 
has  recently  been  governed  by  this  view  in  a  case  submitted  to  it.  It 
seeras  that  three  doctors  and  an  apothecary,  with  the  sounding  title  of 
members  of  the  "  Hippocratic  Society,"  set  out  from  Paris  on  a  tour 
through  the  provinces,  for  the  purpose  of  Skiving  gratuitous  advice  and 
selling  their  remedies  to  all  comers.  Their  approach  to  each  large  town 
and  village  was  pompously  announced  by  enormous  placards,  and  all  the 
other  means  so  well  understood  by  quacks  in  this  country.  Their  plan 
succeeded  admiral)ly  until  they  arrived  at  Orleans,  where  they  and  their 
drugs  were  seized.  It  appeared,  on  investigation,  that  they  were  bona, 
fide  doctors,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  prosecuted  for  the  illegal  prac- 
tice of  medicine  ;  but  as  the  indictment  against  them  also  contained  a 
charge  of  "  swindling,  or  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences,"  and  as 
their  drugs,  which  were  warranted  to  cure  all  diseases,  and  were  sold  at 
exorbitant  prices,  were  found  to  be  merely  a  mixture  of  sugar  and 
jalap,  the  court  found  them  guilty  of  this  charge,  and  conden)ned  S.  to 
two  years'  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  2000  francs  ;  G.  to  fifteen  months' 
imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  1000  francs  ;  and  M.  to  one  year's  imprison- 
ment and  a  fine  of  500  francs. 


India  Medical  Journal. —  By  a  late  arrival,  we  have  received  the  regu- 
lar files  of  this  valuable  periodical,  conducted  by  Dr.  Frederick  Corbyn, 
of  Fort  William,  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  rank  in  the  East 
India  Service.  It  may  be  gratifying  to  tiumerous  correspondents  of 
this  Journal  to  remark  that  their  articles  have  been  liberally  copied  by 
Dr.  Corbyn,  which  is  very  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  value  placed  upon 
them  abroad.  Among  them  we  may  mention  part  of  Dr.  David  King's 
essay  on  cholera  infantum  —  Dr.  Benjamin  Haskell's  article  on  animal 
magnetism — Dr.  Henry  Frost's  on  alxlominal  tumors,  creosote,  &c. — 
Dr.  >i.  J.  Knight's  on  creosote  in  uterine  hemorrhage — Dr.  E.  J.  Da- 
venport's on  polypi  in  the  meatus  audiloriusexternus — and  Dr.  Warren's 
letter  from  Europe. 


Bad  EJfict  of  PoiiltircH  in  fnflammntion  nf  the  Ei/r. — Warm  poultices 
and  long-conlinui-d  fomentations  are  most  especially  conducive  to  the 
destructive   consecjucnces   of  ophthalmic    inllammation,   the    relief  they 
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may  afford  being  treacherous  in  the  highest  possible  degree  ;  and  so  ob- 
vious is  their  tendency  to  eiTect  relief,  by  accelerating  the  destruction  of 
the  cornea,  that  any  patient  may  be  considered  as  entitled  to  receive 
damages,  in  whom  the  disease  has  terminated  unfavorably,  whenever  it 
has  done  so  under  the  application  of  poultices. 


Treatment  of  Intussusception  by  Inflation. — Although  this  is  not  a  new 
practice,  it  deserves  notice  ;  the  more  so,  that  it  has  been  known  to  have 
succeeded  in  other  instances.  A  case  recently  reported  in  the  Lancet, 
presented  all  the  usual  symptoms  :  intolerable  restlessness  ;  the  most 
obstinate  sickness,  the  singularly  distressed  state  of  countenance  and 
shrunken  features.  The  usual  remedies  were  had  recourse  to — viz., 
warm  baths,  clysters,  anodyne  frictions  over  the  abdomen,  Stc. — but  with- 
out avail.  As  a  forlorn  hope,  a  trial  was  made  of  inflation  by  means  of 
a  clyster-pipe  attached  to  a  common  pair  of  bellows,  with  the  most  happy 
result  :  the  sickness  immediately  ceased,  the  child  within  an  hour  passed 
a  natural  stool,  fell  into  a  sleep,  and  in  the  morning  was  almost  without 
ailment. 

Muriate  of  Gold  in  Syphilitic  Jlflections  of  Children. — Dr.  Moller  has 
employed  the  above  remedy  in  three  cases  of  syphilitic  affections  of 
new-born  children.  In  two  of  these  cases  mercurial  preparations  had 
been  employed  without  benefit  ;  they  were  much  improved  but  not  totally 
cured  under  the  use  of  the  mur.  auri.  In  the  third  case  the  child  was 
born  apparently  well,  but  after  three  weeks  symptoms  of  syphilis  mani- 
fested themselves.  Here,  also,  mercurial  preparations  produced  no 
benefit.  A  powder,  containing  l-28th  of  a  grain  of  muriate  of  gold  in 
15  grains  of  sugar,  was  now  given  twice  a  day,  and  in  ten  days  all  symp- 
toms had  declined.  The  cure  was  completed  by  the  time  that  a  single 
grain  had  been  exhibited. — Siebold''s  Journal. 


Died, — At  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Dr.  Elijah  Munson,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 
— At  Charleston,  S.  C,  Dr.  Henry  Alexander,  Professor  in  Columbia  Medical  Col- 
lege.— In  Peoria,  Illinois,  Dr.  Peter  Bartlett,  late  of  Salisbury,  N.  H. — At  Bur- 
rellville,  R.  I.,  Dr.  Warren  M.  Smith,  54. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  tlie  week  enilina  Oct.  20,  ,^3.     Males,  16 — females,  17. 

Of  consumption,  3 — accidental,  I — infantile,  3 — quinsy,  1 — dropsy  in  the  liead.  1  — djcilera  in- 
fantum, 2— croup,  2 — tils,  1 — intlanimalion  of  the  stomach,  1 — dysentery,  2 — scarlet  fever,  3 — sui- 
cide, I— diarrhoea,  1 — sudden,  I— drowned,  I— marasmus,  I— dropsy  on  the  heart,  1 — inflanimation 
of  the  lungs,  I — delirium  tremens,  1— teething,  1 — stillborn,  2. 


TO   PHYSICIANS. 

A  PHTsiciAN  residing  about  15  miles  from  Boston,  desirous  of  relinquishing  practice,  wislies  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate.  The  land,  about  J4  acres,  is  well  cultivated  and  stocked  with  trees,  the  buildings 
good,  and  the  practice,  having  been  in  possession  of  the  present  occupant  more  than  30  years,  a  valu- 
able one.  With  good  security,  the  time  of  payment  may  suit  the  purchaser.  Inquire  at  this  office  ; 
if  by  mail,  post-paid.  '  Oct.  17— 5t 

AN   EXCELLENT   CHANCE    FOR   A   PHYSICIAN. 

The  subscriber,  the  only  physician  in  the  town,  offers  his  stand  for  sale,  situated  in  Lenipster,  N.  H. 
in  a  pleasant  village,  consisting  of  an  excellent  two  story  house,  well  finished  and  nearly  new,  with 
a  back  kitchen,  wood  house  and  barn,  so  constructed  as  to  make  it  a  very  desirable  situation  for  a 
physician — a  good  well  of  water  under  cover  by  the  kitchen  door.  About  one  acre  of  land,  under 
liigh  cultivation.  The  town  contains  over  1000  inhabitants.  Nearest  physician  from  five  to  seven 
and  a  half  miles.     Price  less  than  §1000.  Oct.  17— 3t  TRUAIAN  ABELL. 

'  NEW   LEECH    ESTABLISHMENT.  ' 

The  medical  profession  are  hereby  informed  th:U  the  subscriber  has  made  such  arrangements  that  he 
will  be  able  to  supply  them  with  the  Ijfst  For<iL'n  Leeches,  at  the  lowest  market  price.  They  will  be 
safely  put  up  in  boxes,  with  the  clay  in  which  lliey  were  iinjmrted.  I'hvsicians  may  be  certain  that 
careful  attention  will  be  given  to  their  orders.  SETH  W.  FOWLK, 

Oct.  17— lyeop  33  Prince  St.  corner  of  Salem  St.  Boston. 
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SCHOOL   FOR  xMEDICAL   IiNSTRUCTION. 
Thf,  Subscribers  propose  edlablisliiii'.'  ;i  private  .Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  ailv.intages  of  llu-  .M.i.-j-iachiisetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  aitainable  racility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  exiniiualioiis  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  pari 
of  the  pl:in  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  iMateria  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  .Anacoiny  and  .Surcery,  by         ..---...    d^.  KEvnoLos. 
On  Midwifery  and  Cheniisirv,  by        ..-.--.        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physiology  and  i'atlioloEy,  by Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  tliroiichout  tlie  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  In  the  interval  between  the  .Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB   BUiELOW, 

EDWAIU)  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.  HUMPHREY.^  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  VV.  HOL.MES. 


FALLING   OF  THE   VVO.Mli   CURED  BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UT ERO-AUDO.MINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolaii^iii  [fieri,  or  Fallinir  iif  the  IVumh,  i\iii\  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  rela.\ation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  iustriiinent  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  this  inslruinent  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  '■'■  dru<rging  and  bcaring-dovn" 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  ihe  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Siipoorler  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  without  furtl)er  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1.50U  of  the  Ulcro-.9bduminal  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  tlie 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  Delafield, 
M.D.jProfessiir  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifeiy  in  the 
diflferent  .Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Tru.^ses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  ils  envelope. 

A.MOS  G.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  ,\stor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  .Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attetided  to.  LOWE  &.   KEED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreiq)  24  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  suliscribers  aie  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction, 
and  will  receive  pupils  on  the  following  terms  : 

The  pupils  will  be  admitted  to  the  practice  ofthe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, and  will  receive 
clinical  lectures  on  the  cases  they  witness  there.     Instruction,  by  lectures  or  examinations,  will  be 
given  in  the  intervals  cf  the  public  lectures,  every  week  day. 

On  .Midwifery, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  and  on  Chemistry,     by      Dr.  Channikg. 
On  Physiology,  Pa:holo2y,  Therapeutics,  and  Materia  Medica,  -  -      "      Dr.  Ware. 

On  the  Priiiciplesand  Practice  of  Surgery,         -  -----  "      Dr.  Otis. 

On   .\natoniy,         ---.  ......  -  "       Dr.  Lewis. 

The  students  are  provideil  with  a  room  in  Dr.  Lewis's  house,  where  they  have  access  to  a  large 
library.  Lighis  :iiid  fuel  withnit  any  charge.  The  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  Anato- 
my arc  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country. 

The  fees  are  .^M  I — tube  paid  in  advance.  Nocredit  given,  except  on  sufficient  security  of  some 
person  in  Itoston,  nor  for  a  lon&er  period  than  six  inontli.s. 

.\  (plications  are  to  be  made  to  Ur.  Walter  Channing,  Treinont  Street,  opposite  the  TrenionI  House, 
Boston.  '  W.ALTER  CHANNING, 

JOHN  WARE, 
Oct.  18— tf  GEORGE   W.  OTIS,  JR. 

WINSLOVV   LEWIS,  JR. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— .VIEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures  will  begin  at  the  College  in  .Mason  street,  first  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  , v.  .M.,  and  coiitiniie  three  months.  For  a  tnoiith  after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Dissections  in  the  Medical  ('cillc:;e,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery ,  by  ...  -  Dr.  J.  C.   Warren. 

Midwifery  and  .Medical  Jurispriiiience,  by        -  .  -  .  Dr.  CHA^•^•|^G. 

Materia  .Medica  and  Clinical  .Medicine,  by  ...  -        Dr.  Kigelow, 

Principlescif  Surgery  anil  (JItnical  Surgery,  by         -  -  -  Dr.  G.  Havward. 

Chemistry .  by  -  --....  Dr.  Webster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Pliysic,  by  ....  -  Dr.  Ware. 

Circular:)  of  the  .Medical  and  Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospital  mav  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WALTER  CHANNING. 
Boxton,  July  23,    |h3h.  Aug  I— tN  Dean  (if  tlif  Kaciiliy  of  Medicine. 

THE  ItOSTO.N  MKDIC.M,  ANH  S1U(;|C  \|,  .lol'UN  \L  is  piiblisheil  rvery  Wednesday,  by 
II.  (•',  \l'l'.  Jit.  al  1-^1  '\':i-;liiogl(iii  .■'trill,  mrnerof  Eianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  rouimuiiiralions 
must  be  nili)ri-'<ed,;>.).7.;»/ii//.  II  is  tilso  published  in  Mi-nllilv  Parts,  each  Part  ronlaiiiinc  the  weekly 
tiumloTs  ofthe  precediii'.'  iniinth,  stitclieil  in  a  rover.  J.  V.'  (^  SMITH.  .M.D.  Editor.— Price  s:t,0(t  n 
ye:»r  in  ailvsiiice.  It3.r>0  after  three  months,  mid  SLOO  if  not  paid  within  the  year. —  .Agenls  allowed 
every  set-enlh  copy  ^rrot/*— Orders  from  a  ilisiaiice  must  be  accouipanitiU  by  payiuenl  in  advance,  or 
«alislUclory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Kewspapei. 
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DR.   FULLER'S    PRIZE     DISSERTATION    ON    SCARLATINA    ANGINOSA. 

(Continued  from  page  186.) 

Symptoms. — Tn  the  first  stage  of  the  inflammatory  form  of  scarlet  fever, 
the  patient  is  often  attacked  suddenly,  whilst  in  ordinary  health,  with 
slight  chills  or  rigors,  paleness  of  the  face,  lassitude,  weakness  of  the 
pulse,  restlessness,  pain  of  the  head,  oppression  at  the  praecordia,  nausea 
and  vomiting.  The  tongue  is  loaded  with  a  whitish,  or,  in  some  in- 
stances, with  a  yellow  fur,  with  raised  papillse  which  are  intensely 
red,  as  are  also  the  tip  and  edges  of  the  tongue.  Hoarseness  and  sore- 
ness of  the  throat  are  sometimes  among  the  first  symptoms  complained 
of.  On  early  inspection,  the  throat  will  appear  inflamed,  without 
much  swelling,  and  the  tonsils  either  spotted  with  ulcerations  or  covered 
with  ash-colored  spots.  The  ulcerations  often  exhibit  the  appearance  of 
mall  ulcerated  excavations  in  the  substance  of  the  glands,  but  if  left  to 
hemselves  they  unite  and  form  deep  sloughs.  The  hoarseness,  cough 
and  difficult  breathing,  indicate  an  extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the 
mucous  membrane  ol  the  larynx  and  bronchia.  These  symptoms,  ac- 
companied with  more  or  less  fever,  may  continue  from  one  to  three  or 
four  days,  when  the  first  is  succeeded  by  the  second  stage,  and  a  univer- 
sal excitement  takes  place,  which  is  generally  followed,  in  the  course  of 
twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  with  a  scarlet  eruption,  first  on  the  face 
and  chest,  and  then  gradually  passing  downwards,  in  the  course  of  twen- 
ry-four  hours  covers 'the  whole  body  and  extremities.  In  the  mildest 
cases  the  rash  is  the  first  symptom.  From  the  preternatural  flow  of 
blood  to  the  skin,  it  becomes  morbidly  sensible  to  the  touch,  rough,  dry, 
and  hotter  than  in  any  other  fever  of  our  climate — the  fever  is  of  a 
highly  inflammatory  character — the  face  is  flushed  and  rather  fuller  than 
natural,  and  the  lips  of  a  more  vivid  color.  During  tliis  sta^e  the 
pulse  is  increased  in  strength  and  velocity,  being  from  100  to  120  in  a 
minute.  The  functions  of  the  stomach  are  impaired,  and  the  dejections 
are  of  a  dark-green  color.  The  fever  suffers  a  slight  remission  in  the 
morning,  but  afterwards  gradually  increases  through  the  day,  reaching 
its  highest  point  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  a  slight  delirium 
often  comes  on.  The  stage  of  excitement  continues  from  five  to  seven 
or  eight  days,  when  it  is  followed  by  the  third  stage,  or  stage  of  collapse, 
in  which  the  fever  abates,  the  skin  becomes  soft  and  relaxed,  and  the 
pulse  slower  and  softer.  About  the  time  the  excitement  dechnes,  the 
13 
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eruption  begins  to  fade,  and  in  two  or  three  days  it  has   entirely  disap- 
peared, and  is  followed  by  a  desquamation  of  the  cuticle. 

The  above  is  the  usual  course  of  the  simple  inflammatory  scarlet  fe- 
ver, though  some  of  the  milder  cases  tDay  terminate  in  a  shorter  lime. 
But  in  cases  accompanied  with  a  more  violent  form  of  inflammatory  fe- 
ver, all  the  symptoms  become  much  aggravated,  there  are  greater  degrees 
of  chilliness,  restlessness  and  headache,  greater  oppression  at  the  prsecordia, 
and  loss  of  voluntary  power,  with  nausea,  retching  and  vomiting.  The 
efflorescence  comes  out  within  the  first  three  days  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  excitement.  The  neck  is  stiff,  and  the  throat  is  inuch  in- 
flamed and  swelled,  which  renders  deglutition  difficult.  The  tongue  is 
more  parched  and  dry,  and  thirst  greater.  The  stools  are  morbidly 
bilious,  the  heat  of  the  surface  more  elevated,  and  the  evening  exacer- 
bations greater,  inducing  a  more  protracted  delirium,  in  which  the  patient 
talks  much  to  himself,  especially  if  left  in  the  dark.  In  these  cases  the 
fever  declines  on  the  seventh  or  eighth  day,  when  the  sloughs  in  the 
throat  separate  and  the  sores  beneath  rapidly  heal. 

Sometimes,  however,  dangerous  symptoms  arise  in  the  progress  of 
the  disease,  especially  when  it  has  been  treated  with  stiniulants.  The 
sloughs  grow  fouler,  and  the  discharge  from  them  and  the  nostrils  more 
acrid,  and  corrode  the  parts  over  which  they  pass,  producing  diarrhoea, 
tenesmus,  and  sometimes  a  fatal  dysentery.  Sometitnes  the  whole  in- 
ternal throat  and  fauces  become  gangrenous,  and  the  patient  gradually 
sinks  into  an  irrecoverable  collapse. 

In  some  other  cases  the  danger  proceeds  from  the  brain,  which  has 
suffered  severely  during  the  stage  of  excitement,  and  the  {)aiient,  at  the 
end  of  the  second  week,  dies  comatose.  But  in  other  cases,  where  the 
brain  has  not  suffered  severely,  syniptoms  of  abdominal  disease  occur  in 
the  stage  of  excitement,  which  by  degrees  become  most  urgent,  and  at 
length  are  attended  with  vomiting,  or  eructations,  fulness  of  the  abdomen 
and  general  uneasiness.  In  the  course  of  a  week  the  pain  disappears, 
whilst  the  pulse  grows  more  rapid  and  feeble,  respiration  more  anxious, 
accompanied  with  vomiting  and  cold  sweats,  when  a  general  collapse 
soon  terminates  in  death. 

When  the  scarlatina  is  attended  with  a  congestive  fever,  the  patient  is 
suddenly  attacked,  and  complains  of  giddiness,  a  load  and  pain  in  the 
head — he  is  pale,  faint  and  sick,  and  feels  an  extreme  oppression  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach,  with  nausea,  retching,  vomiting,  and  an  uneasiness  in 
the  region  of  the  heart.  Sometimes  he  sinks  at  once,  borne  down  with 
the  load  of  oppression,  like  persons  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  mental 
anxiety.  The  respiration  is  either  slow  and  impeded,  or  quick  and 
anxious — the  countenance  is  both  livid  and  pale,  and  often  conveys  to 
the  observer  the  appearance  of  an  inebriated  or  latuitous  person.  The 
mind,  at  first  dejected,  alarmed,  confused,  soon  becomes  oppressed  with 
delirium  or  stupor,  or  indifference  to  surrounding  objects,  under  which  be 
sooner  or  later  expires.  The  efflorescence,  if  it  appears  at  all,  is  of  a 
dark  erysipelatous  hue  at  first,  or  becomes  so  in  the  progress  of  the 
disease.  It  comes  out  imperfectly,  or  recedes  soon  after  coming  out. 
"  A  remarkable  tumefaction  of  the  lingers  sometimes  takes  place,  which 
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with  the  erysipelatous  tinge,  which  they  soon  acquire,  is  of  itself  sufB- 
cient  to  characterize  the  disease." — Gregory^ s  Practice,  Vol.  1.,  p.  241. 

The  surface  of  the  body  is  cold,  and  death  sometimes  takes  place  be- 
fore eitlier  reaction  or  the  efflorescence  make  their  appearance,  and 
generally  through  the  whole  course  the  animal  heat  is  much  below  the 
standard  of  health,  unless  a  judicious  treatment  induce  a  reaction.  The 
tongue,  at  first,  is  paler  than  natural,  white  in  the  middle,  and  covered 
with  slimy  saliva  ;  but  in  the  progress  of  the  disease  it  becomes  dry  and 
rough,  with  a  dark-colored  strip  in  the  middle,  when  the  breath  becomes 
extremely  offensive.  The  bowels  are  costive  and  flatulent  in  the  first  stage, 
and  loose  in  the  last ;  the  faeces  are  of  a  dark  bilious  hue.  The  stomach 
is  extremely  irritable  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  and  often 
rejects  everything  thrown  into  it  ;  sometimes  vomiting  is  one  of  the  first 
symptou)S,  especially  in  children.  Early  in  the  disease  the  throat  and 
tonsils  become  very  much  swelled  and  ulcerated,  and  deglutition  more 
and  more  difficult  as  the  disease  advances.  The  ulcerations  in  the  throat 
soon  turn  to  a  dark  brown  or  blackish  color,  and  a  copper-colored  in- 
flammation pervades  the  mucous  membrane  of  tiie  mouth  and  fauces. 
The  pulse  is  slow,  small,  rapid  and  irregular  throughout  the  complaint. 
There  is  a  great  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  which  soon  pro- 
duces redness  of  the  eyes,  intolerance  of  light,  watchfulness  and  delirium. 

In  this  form  of  scarlet  fever,  the  disease  runs  on  to  a  fatal  termination 
in  the  course  of  four  or  five  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  pros- 
tration, and  sometiuies  much  sooner,  and  in  the  last  stage  there  is  often 
an  oozing  of  blood  from  the  nostrils  and  gums,  also  a  dark-colored  hae- 
morrhage from  the  bladder  and  the  bowels,  and  petechiae  are  spread  over 
the  surface  of  the  body — symptoms  which  denote  a  dissolved  and  putrid 
state  of  the  fluids.  To  these  symptoms  a  profound  stupor  succeeds. 
The  feet  and  hands  grow  colder,  the  face  assumes  a  livid  cadaverous 
color,  the  collapse  increases,  and  the  general  powers  of  life  fail,  when 
either  vomiting,  suffocation  or  convulsions  close  the  scene. 

The  throat  afifection  is  one  of  the  most  distressing  circumstances  at- 
tending the  disease,  yet  it  is  rarely  the  cause  of  death.  The  lesions 
most  to  be  dreaded  in  this  form  of  the  complaint,  are  the  venous  con- 
gestions of  the  liver,  spleen,  bowels,  lungs  and  brain,  or  the  great  veins 
near  the  heart ;  for  if  these  congestions  are  not  tiu)ely  removed,  they 
produce  visceral  disorganization  and  a  fatal  collapse. 

Some  physicians  consider  this  form  of  scarlet  fever  as  highly  putrid 
from  the  very  commencement.  "  Yet,"  says  Dr.  Armstrong,  "  if  ac- 
curately attended  to  from  the  first  attack,  it  will  be  found  that  the  signs 
of  putridity  or  malignancy  do  not  constitute  a  primary  and  essential 
part  of  this  form,  but  are  purely  the  consequence  of  excessive  conges- 
lions  ;  for  if  we  can  remove  the  congestions  in  the  beginning,  we  most 
certainly  prevent  the  occurrence  of  putrid  or  malignant  symptoms.  It 
is  only  from  a  cautious  and  repeated  survey  of  febrile  diseases,  from 
their  onset  to  their  termination,  that  their  real  nature  can  be  known ; 
and  opinions  principally  deduced  from  the  phenomena  of  the  advanced 
stages,  are  as  erroneous  in  theory,  as  they  are  dangerous  in  practice. 
The  whole   result  of  my  experience  in  febrile  diseases,  has  fully  con- 
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vinced  me,  that  whenever  there  are  appearances  of  malignancy  in  the 
last  slaves,  these  appearances  have  always  been  wrought  by  visceral  in- 
flammations, or  visceral  congestions  in  the  first  stages.  If  this  observa- 
tion be  more  fully  applicable  to  one  febrile  disease  than  another,  it  is  the 
highly  indaiiunaioiy  and  highly  congestive  varieties  of  scarlet  fever.  In 
the  open  forms  of  fever,  when  the  Iieat  and  arterial  reaction  are  univer- 
sally developed,  the  danger  is  to  be  estimated  by  the  general  excite- 
ment, and  the  topical  inflammation  ;  whereas  in  the  masked  or  conges- 
tive forms  of  fever,  the  danger  is  proportionate  to  the  defect  of  the  ex- 
citement, and  to  the  extent  of  local  accumulations  of  venous  blood. 
Arterial  excitement  is  an  excess,  and  venous  congestion  a  deficiency,  of 
natural  action." — Armstrong  07i  Scarlet  Fever,  page  17. 

Both  ilie  inflammatory  and  congestive  forms  of  scarlet  fever  are 
sometimes  followed  by  either  rheumatism,  hydrocephalus  internus,  hy- 
dro-thorax, h.  pericardium  or  general  dropsy.  Sometimes  the  acrid  dis- 
charges from  the  ulcers  in  the  throat  excite  a  fresh  inflammation  in  the 
mucous  membrane,  which  travels  down  into  the  larynx  and  to  the  rami- 
fications of  the  bronchia,  producing  one  of  the  most  distressing  forms  of 
croup,  which  generally  proves  fatal  in  a  short  time. 

Treatment. — According  to  the  foregoing  observations,  the  treatment 
of  scarlatina  will  depend  upon  the  accompanying  fever,  whether  inflam- 
matory or  typhus  ;  and  it  may  be  laid  down  as  an  axiom  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  and  all  other  fevers,  that  the  rudiments  of  danger  are  es- 
tablished in  the  first  stage  of  the  disease,  during  the  cold  chills,  or  peiiod 
of  oppression,  and  that  the  excitement  in  the  hot  stage  is  in  proportion 
to  the  coldness  and  oppression  in  the  first.  Consequently  it  follows, 
that  if  we  can  alleviate  the  symptoms  of  the  first,  we  shall  prevent  the 
excitement  of  the  second,  stage,  and  generally  insure  a  favorable  termina- 
tion of  the  disease.  This  may  be  called  theory,  and  so  let  it  be  ;  yet  it 
is  theory  tested  by  experience.  For  a  confirmation  of  these  views,  see 
Dr.  Mackintosh  on  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fever,  who  by  bleeding 
in  the  cold  stage  prevents  congestions,  and  the  reaction  which  nature 
excites  to  restore  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  and  cures  the  disease  at 
its  very  commencement. 

"  The  eruptive  fever  of  acute  cutaneous  phlegmasiae  being  the  signal 
of  an  inflammation  of  the  viscera,  precursory  to  that  of  the  skin,  local 
bleeding,  performed  as  near  as  possible  to  the  |)rincipal  seat  of  the  in- 
ternal inflammation,  facilitates  the  appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  di- 
minishes the  danger." — Broiissaiis  rathology,  page  518. 

Early  in  our  professional  career  we  followed  the  practice  so  constantly 
and  so  fatally  recommended  by  ahnost  all  writers  of  the  last  half  century, 
who  considered  scarlatina  to  be  a  putrid  disease,  requiring  the  employ- 
ment of  bark,  wine  and  other  cordials,  for  its  cure.  Hence  emetics,  ca- 
thartics, antimonials,  bleeding,  and  affusion  of  cold  water,  were  prohibited, 
and  the  patient  was  left  lo  struggle  through  the  first  stage  either  without 
the  employment  of  remedies,  or  stimulants  were  used,  which  increased 
the  gastro-enierite,  assisted  the  formation  of  congestions,  and  added  fuel 
to  the  destructive  fire   of  the  second  stage,  which  hurried  on  the  malig- 
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nant  symptoms  so  much  dreaded  by  the  physician,  and  the  almost  con- 
stantly fatal  termination  of  the  disease.  In  fact,  the  stimulants  produced 
the  fatal  symptoms  they  were  given  to  prevent. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  some  persons  recover  under  the  employment 
of  stimulants  ;  but  whether  it  should  be  regarded  as  the  result  of  the 
remedies  employed,  or  a  fortunate  escape  from  both  the  disease  and  the 
stimulants,  every  candid  inquirer  may  decide.  Perhaps  in  some  years, 
when  all  tl)e  fevers  in  the  country  assume  a  typhous  type,  and  in  some 
particular  malarious  locations,  where  the  prevailing  fevers  are  intermit- 
tent, and  the  scarlatina  takes  on  the  intermittent  form  of  these  fevers, 
the  bark  or  some  of  its  preparations  may  prove  a  sovereign  remedy  in 
the  scarlet  fever,  especially  after  the  bowels  are  sufficiently  evacuated 
by  the  use  of  calomel.  Also  some  other  stimulants,  such  as  ammonia, 
capsicum,  black  pepper,  wine  and  other  cordials,  may  in  such  cases  re- 
move tlie  torpor  of  the  stomach  and  internal  viscera,  and  by  increasing 
the  vis  a  tergo,  equalize  the  circulation,  and  remove  or  prevent  conges- 
tions. But,  generally  speaking,  ten  times  as  many  will  recover  under 
the  antiphlogistic  treatment,  as  under  the  stimulant ;  and  we  verily  be- 
lieve, d  the  disease  has  slain  its  "  thousands,"  the  stimulant  practice  has 
slain  its  "  ten  thousands." 

Want  of  success  by  the  stimulant  method  of  practice  first  led  us  to 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  pathology  of  writers  on  scarlatina,  and 
therefore  our  reflections  led  us  to  treat  the  scarlet  like  any  other  fever  of 
the  same  general  symptoms,  without  regard  to  the  name  of  the  disease 
or  the  attending  eruption,  further  than  its  appearance  indicated  the  at- 
tending fever  to  be  either  infla(nmatory  or  congestive  typhus  ;  and  since 
treating  the  disease  according  to  the  general  pathology  we  have  en- 
deavored to  establish,  the  result  has  been  that  very  few  have  died  of 
the  disease.  And  we  may  further  add,  that  during  the  continuance  of 
the  epidemic  scarlatina  for  the  last  seven  years,  in  this  city  and  vicinity, 
out  of  tnany  hundreds  we  have  attended,  four  only  have  died,  and  these 
four,  out  of  the  whole  number,  were  all  that  took  bark,  wii)e  and  other 
stimulants — this  treatment  being  strongly  advised  by  several  neighboring 
physicians  in  consultation. 

Perhaps  there  are  few  or  no  diseases  which  more  urgently  call  for  the 
early  use  of  ren)edies,  in  order  to  conduct  the  patient  safely  through  it, 
than  scarlatina.  Parents  should  therefore  be  particularly  watchful  when 
the  disease  prevails  epidemically,  and  immediately  procure  medical  aid. 
In  this  disease  the  inflammatory  symptoms  are  very  formidable,  and  the 
fever  intense  beyond  that  of  almost  any  other  disease.  Hence  the 
question  occurs,  is  the  disease  to  be  treated  like  other  inflammatory 
affections?  We  have  already  given  our  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  shall 
confirm  it  by  further  observations  hereafter  ;  but,  by  the  bye,  it  may  be 
regarded  as  a  general  rule,  that  all  inflammatory  fevers  originating  from 
the  irritation  of  contagious  diseases,  will  not  bear  a  repetition  of  bleeding, 
like  phlegmasiae  from  other  causes. 

After  premising  the  above  general  observations,  we  proceed,  first,  to 
notice  the  separate  articles  of  the  materia  medica  which  are  now  found 
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the  most  effectual  in  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  and  shall  then  ajjply 
them  to  the  different  forms  of  the  disease. 

Emetics. — If  we  are  correct  in  our  pathology  of  scarlatina,  the  mu- 
cous membranes  of  the  fauces,  stomach  and  bowels,  are  in  a  state  of  in- 
flammation ;  consequently  tartarized  antimony,  so  constantly  recom- 
mended in  this  fever  by  most  writers,  must  increase  the  inflammation 
and  prove  highly  injurious  to  the  patient  ;  and,  according  to  our  expe- 
rience, its  employment  in  this  and  all  fevers  attended  with  gastro-en- 
terite,  has  been  followed  with  pernicious  consequences.  And  whoever 
will  take  into  consideration  the  irritating  effect  of  tartar  emetic  when 
applied  to  the  surface  of  the  body,  must  be  convinced  that  it  would 
prove  tenfold  greater  when  applied  to  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  Therefore  tartarized  antimony,  either  as  an  emetic 
or  in  nauseating  doses,  should  not  be  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
scarlatina. 

However,  emetics  are  often  productive  of  much  good,  and  afford  re- 
lief by  removing  crudities  from  the  stomach,  by  exciting  a  flow  of  sa- 
liva from  the  glands  of  the  fauces,  by  emulging  the  biliary  ducts,  and  by 
exciting  a  healthy  action  of  the  secerning  system  generally  ;  and  as 
ipecac  is  free  from  the  objections  urged  against  the  employment  of  anti- 
monial  emetics,  it  may  be  used  when  emetics  are  indicated.  But  we 
have  found  it  much  more  efficacious  when  combined  with  calomel,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Rush:  R.  Ipecac.  30  gr.  ;  calomel,  15  gr. ; 
divide  to  three  parts,  and  give  one  every  fifteen  minutes  until  it  operates 
as  an  emetic  ;  and  if  that  effect  is  not  followed  by  dejections  in  the 
course  of  one  or  two  hours,  the  calomel,  in  the  dose  of  four  or  five 
grains  for  an  adult,  should  be  given  every  hour  until  the  bowels  are 
thoroughly  emptied  of  their  contents. 

But  where  there  is  conclusive  evidence  of  an  intense  gastritis  being 
present,  emetics,  even  of  the  mildest  kind,  should  be  avoided,  for  they 
will,  under  such  circumstances,  uniformly  prove  injurious.  And  we  re- 
peat, that  gastric  inflammation,  both  in  this  and  in  other  fevers,  is  often 
fatally  increased  by  employing  tartarized  antimony  as  a  febrifuge  ;  and 
although  in  proper  cases,  judiciously  applied,  as  in  the  treatment  of 
pneumonia  and  some  other  inflammatory  fevers,  it  is  one  of  our  most 
potent  remedies,  yet  in  some  kinds  of  typhus,  and  other  gastric  fevers, 
its  use  increases  the  danger  of  the  disease.  When  given  in  large  doses, 
as  the  Italians  direct  for  the  cure  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  it  ap- 
pears to  act  directly  upon  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  inducing  an  inflammation  in  these  organs,  which,  like  other 
counter-irritants,  removes  the  seat  of  irritation  from  the  membranes  of 
the  limgs  to  those  of  the  bowels. 

The  pulvis  antitnonialis,  another  preparation  of  antimony,  is  free  from 
the  objections  made  against  the  tartarized  antimony,  and  therefore  it 
may  be  employed  as  a  febrifuge  in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina.  The 
dose  is  from  one  to  eight  grains  every  four  hours,  according  to  the  age 
and  the  other  circumstances  of  the  patient.  Its  febrifuge  properties  are 
much  increased  when  given  in  combination  with  from  one  to  four  grains 
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of  calomel,  according  to   the  state  of  the  bowels ;  also  combined  with 
four  or  five  grains  of  camphorated  nitre  in  each  dose. 

The  wine  of  antimony,  combined  with  the  spirits  of  nitre  dulcis,  In 
equal  pans,  is  a  very  convenient  form  of  medicine  for  small  infants,  and 
in  all  those  cases  where  the  powder  cannot  be  taken,  in  consequence  of 
the  ulcerations  and  tumid  state  of  the  throat,  which  render  deglutition 
difficult.  Sometimes  the  wine  of  ipecac  and  spirit  of  nitre,  in  equal 
parts,  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  wine  of  antimony. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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'•Phrenology  teaches  us  forbearance." — Comee. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — In  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, you  take  some  notice  of  Dr.  Charles  Caldwell's  work  which  has 
recently  emanated  from  the  press  at  New  York,  bearing  the  title  of 
*•  Phrenology  Vindicated  and  Anti-'phrenology  Unmasked,^'  and  you 
remark  truly  that  the  whole  pith  and  bearing  of  this  production  is  to 
prefer  charges  against  Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington  City,  on  account  of  his 
"  Examination  of  Phrenology,  in  two  Lectures,''  a  work  which  has 
also  been  recently  published.  In  the  notice  contained  in  your  Journal, 
Dr.  Sewall  seems  called  upon  to  vindicate  himself  against  these  chars;es. 
But  the  attack  of  Dr.  Caldwell  is  so  [)ersonal,  vindictive,  unauthorized 
and  unprovoked,  that  we  presume  Dr.  Sewall  will  not  feel  himself  justi- 
fied in  taking  any  notice  of  his  work.  We  deem  it  proper,  however, 
that  the  charge  of  plagiarism,  which  forms  one  of  the  main  grounds  of 
Dr.  Caldwell's  attack,  should  be  duly  examined,  and  the  foundation 
upon  which  it  rests,  fully  exposed  ;  for  it  seems  scarcely  credible  that 
any  man,  however  low  his  character  may  have  fallen  in  public  estima- 
tion, and  however  depraved  his  sense  of  the  principles  of  truth  and 
honor,  would  prefer  such  a  charge,  unless  there  were  some  grounds  to 
sustain  it,  its  falsity  being  so  easily  detected.  This  cnust  be  our  apology 
for  noticing  a  production  so  destitute  of  truth,  and  in  other  respects  so 
unworthy  of  consideration,  as  that  of  Dr.  Caldwell. 

And  what  is  plagiarism  ?  "  Plagiarism,"  says  Noah  Webster,  "  is 
the  act  of  purloining  another  man's  literary  works,  or  introducing  pas- 
sages from  another  man's  writings,  and  putting  them  off  as  one's  own  ; 
literary  theft." 

Let  us  see  how  far  Dr.  Sewall  is  guilty  of  this  crime. 

Dr.  Sewall's  work  consists  of  two  lectures.  In  the  first  he  professes 
to  give  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  phrenology,  and  a  brief  exposition  of 
its  doctrines.  In  his  second  lecture  he  attempts  to  refute  those  doc- 
trines, and  to  prove  that  they  are  irreconcilable  with  the  structure  and 
organization  of  the  brain,  the  cranium,  and  other  parts  concerned. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  phrenology,  and  in  presenting  a  view  of  its 
doctrines,  it  is  true  that  Dr.  Sewall  draws  his  materials  from  several  of  the 
standard  authors  upon  that  subject,  and  among  others,  from  Dr.  Caldwell's 
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"  Elements  of  Phrenology.^'  But  for  what  i)ur|)ose,  we  wouUl  ask,  does 
he  extract  from  these  works  ?  "  To  imt  them  off  as  his  oicnV  Most 
assuredly  not.  He  disclaims  thetn  by  expressly  declaring  them  to  be 
the  doctrines  of  phrenology,  doctrines  wiiich  he  does  not  believe,  and 
which  he  only  states  for  the  purpose  of  refutation.  Is  this  plagiarism  ? 
Is  it  credible  that  any  man  of  intelligence  could  be  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  justice  and  of  truth,  so  re?,ardless  of  his  own  reputation  and  lionor, 
and  so  misled  by  the  spirit  of  personal  revenge,  as  to  make  the  assertion? 

The  object  of  Dr.  Sewall  in  presenting  the  subject  to  his  class  in  the 
manner  he  has  done  in  his  first  lecture,  is  most  obviously  to  give  a  con- 
densed view  of  the  history  and  doctrines  of  phrenology,  and  to  do  this, 
too,  in  the  spirit  and  languageof  its  authors, as  nearly  as  conciseness  and 
perspicuity  would  admit.  Instead,  therefore,  of  only  two  or  three  jiages, 
which  Dr.  Caldwell  accuses  him  of  purloining,  the  whole  of  his  first 
lecture,  consisting  of  thirty-four  pages,  is  taken  in  substance  from  the 
writers  on  phrenology.  Such  was  evidently  Dr.  Sewall's  intention,  and 
such  will  every  one  understand  it  to  have  been,  who  reads  his  book. 
And  although  he  does  not  use  the  quotation  points,  yet  his  intention  is 
so  obvious,  and  his  declaration  upon  the  subject  so  open  and  unequivo- 
cal, it  is  amazing  that  Dr.  Caldwell,  or  any  one  else,  should  accuse  him 
of  plagiarism.  The  charge  we  pronounce  to  be  groundless  and  absurd, 
and  such  will  be  the  verdict  of  every  honest  intelligent  ii)an.  Besides, 
in  order  to  comprise  even  the  leading  principles  of  phrenology,  in  a 
single  lecture,  it  was  necessary  that  the  author  should  condense  most  of 
the  statements,  which  he  takes  from  the  original  writers  upon  the  subject, 
and  consequently  he  could  not  use  the  marks  of  quotation  ;  but  in  omit- 
ting these  he  has  acted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  established  usage 
among  literary  men,  not  excepting  Dr.  Caldwell  himself.  And  should 
we  hereafter  take  occasion  to  look  through  some  of  the  numerous  pro- 
ductions of  this  writer,  compare  them  with  the  works  from  which  he 
has  selected  his  materials,  and  mark  the  passages,  paragraphs  and  pages, 
he  has  taken  from  them,  without  quotation,  we  hope  he  will  receive  the 
rebuke  with  christian  humility. 

From  what  source,  we  would  inquire,  did  Dr.  Caldwell  derive  the 
materials  for  his  "  Elements  of  Phrenology,"  or  does  he  propose  to 
present  himself  to  the  public,  as  the  originator  of  the  phrenological  doc- 
trines? If  not,  he  must  have  derived  them  from  some  source  not  his 
own,  and  whoever  will  take  the  pains  to  examine  his  "  Elernents^'  care- 
fully, and  compare  them  with  the  w-orks  of  Gall  and  Spurzheim  upon  the 
same  subject,  will  be  at  no  loss  to  conjecture  the  source  from  whence  his 
materials  were  drawn.  If  Dr.  Caldwell,  in  composing  his  "  Elements 
of  Phrenology''  has  made  free  use  of  the  writings  of  his  predecessors, 
and  has  extracted  from  them  the  very  things  which  he  accuses  Dr. 
Sewall  of  taking  from  his  "  Elements,"  is  he  therefore  to  be  branded  as 
a  plagiarist?  We  leave  Dr.  Caldwell  himself  to  give  the  answer. 
And  whatever  the  answer  may  be,  for  ourselves  we  most  willingly  par- 
don the  Dr.  for  the  freedom  he  has  taken  with  the  works  of  Gall  and 
Spurzheim  ;  not  exactly  on  the  score  of  his  charity  to  others,  but  be- 
cause by  this  freedom  he  has  been  enabled  to  give  us  his  "  Elements  of 
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Phrenology, ^^  which  we  esteem  as  one  of  the  best  little  compilations 
upon  the  subject  which  has  been  produced.  Dr.  Caldwell's  oliject  in 
the  composition  of  this  work  evidently  was  to  give  a  concise  view  of 
the  principles  of  phrenology.  This  ol)iect  he  has  most  admirably  ac- 
complished. It  should  be  remembered,  too,  that  Dr.  Sewall's  object  in 
the  composition  of  his  first  lecture,  also  was  to  give  a  concise  view  of 
the  doctrines  of  phrenology.  The  object  thus  far,  therefore,  of  Dr. 
Caldwell  and  Dr.  Sewall  was  the  same,  and  their  works  were  composed 
on  the  same  principles,  viz.,  by  selecting  their  materials  from  the  standard 
writers  upon  the  subject.  But  we  admit  that  there  is  this  difference  be- 
tween the  two  authors.  Dr.  Sewall  embodies  the  principles  of  phre- 
nology, for  the  purpose  of  refuting  them,  and  of  exposing  their  absurdity. 
Dr.  Caldwell  embodies  them  and  ^^  puts  them  off  as  his  own."  We 
leave  it  for, the  public  to  decide  which  of  the  two,  Dr.  Caldwell  or  Dr. 
Sewall,  is  the  more  exposed  to  the  charge  of  plagiarism. 

In  Dr.  Sewall's  second  lecture,  which  contains  his  arguments  against 
phrenology,  no  one,  not  even  Dr.  Caldwell,  pretends  that  he  has  com- 
mitted plagiarism. 

And  here  we  might  ask,  what  could  Dr.  Caldwell  suppose  was  the 
object  of  this  second  lecture  of  Dr.  Sewall  ?  Was  it  to  establish  the 
propositions  of  the  first  lecture,  or  to  refute  them  ?  Dr.  Sewall  says,  in 
the  opening  of  his  second  lecture,  "  Having  in  my  first  lecture  exhibited 
to  you  the  leading  doctrines  of  phrenology,  and  explained  the  princi- 
ples upon  which  it  is  founded,  my  object  in  this  lecture  will  be  to  show 
how  far  the  science  is  reconcilable  with  the  anatomical  structure  and  or- 
ganization of  the  brain,  the  cranium,  and  other  parts  concerned."  He 
then  brings  all  his  battery  to  bear  against  them,  and  endeavors  to  expose 
their  absurdity  and  falsity.  Does  this  look  like  plagiarism  ?  What,  at- 
tempt to  destroy  the  validity  of  those  doctrines  which  Dr.  Caldwell  says 
he  purloined  to  put  off  as  his  own!!!  Did  anyone  ever  hear  of  an 
author  committing  plagiarism  and  then  attempting  lo  prove  the  absurdity 
of  the  very  things  which  he  had  purloined  ?  Had  Dr.  Caldwell  dis- 
covered the  inconsistency  of  his  accusation,  or  imagined  that  others 
would  discover  it,  he  probably  would  have  been  silent  upon  the  subject 
of  plagiarism. 

As  to  the  charges  of  falsehood,  deception,  malice,  misrepresentation, 
fabrication,  ignorance,  stupidity,  stratagem,  mendacity,  trucking,  lite- 
rary garbling,  perverted  quotation,  interpolation,  intrigue,  effrontery, 
artifice,  jugglery,  hypocrisy,  &c.  &ic.,  which  Dr.  Caldwell  prefers 
against  Dr.  Sewall,  we  need  make  no  reply.  They  could  proceed  only 
from  a  malignant  and  revengeful  heart,  a  low,  vulgar  and  depraved  taste, 
and  from  one  who  is  conscious  of  having  forfeited  all  clami  to  the  re- 
spect of  a  moral  and  virtuous  community.  From  such  charges  Dr. 
Sewall's  character,  and  the  character  of  his  work,  need  no  vindication 
from  our  pen.  His  lectures  themselves  furnish  the  best  refutation  of 
such  caluninious  epithets,  as  well  as  a  powerful  antidote  to  one  of  the 
prevailing  follies  of  the  age  ;  and  we  only  hope  that  they  will  soon  be 
republished  and  extensively  circulated  and   read ;  and  we  are  quite  will- 
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ing   that   Dr.    Caldwell's   ''Phrenology  Vindicated^'  should    go  along 
with  them. 

It  is  one  of  liie  distinguished  merits  which  have  been  ascribed  to  Dr. 
Sewall's  work,  that  he  makes  the  phrenologists  state  tiieir  own  doctrines, 
give  their  own  definitions,  speak  their  own  language  and  tell  their  own 
story.  And  for  the  fair  and  itnpariial  manner  in  which  he  has  exhibited 
their  principles  and  urged  his  arguments  ai^ainst  them,  he  has  received 
the  commendations  not  only  of  the  anti-phrenologists,  but  of  phrenolo- 
gists themselves,  both  in  Europe  and  in  tliis  country,  as  we  shall  see  by 
the  following  extracts  which  have  been  taken  from  the  reviews  of  Eng- 
land and  the  United  Stales. 

From  the  London  Literary  Gazette  of  August  12,  1837. — The 
title  page  informs  us  that  this  volume  (Dr.  Sewall's  Examination  of 
Phrenology)  was  published  by  request,  and  we  do  not  wonder  at  it,  for 
it  contains  one  of  the  ablest  anatomical  expositions  of  the  gratuitous 
assumptions  of  phrenology  which  have  appeared  either  in  America  or 
England. 

Dr.  Sevvall  takes  up  the  question  like  a  man  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  structure  and  physiology  of  the  human  frame,  and  he  demon- 
strates, with  the  greatest  clearness  and  precision,  the  leading  absurdities 
of  tlie  hypothesis,  maintained  by  the  disciples  of  this  Gern)an  school. 
He  does  not  n)eddle  with  their  metaphysical  or  moral  and  religious  doc- 
trines, but  contents  himself  with  demolishing  their  theory  as  founded  on 
the  size,  shape  and  consistency  of  the  brain,  and  the  form  of  the  bony 
casing  in  which  it  is  lodged.  \n  his  first  lecture,  he  gives  a  good  retro- 
spective summary  of  its  history,  and  we  have  only  to  apologize  for 
having  made  selections  from  it  instead  of  touching  upon  all  the  grounds 
he  has  laid  down.  *  *  *  We  consider  the  reasoning  of  Dr.  Sewall 
to  be  unanswerable.  *  *  *  The  lectures  contain  much  sound  ad- 
vice, wliich  we  rejoice  to  circulate  through  our  columns.  They 
do  credit  to  the  Columbian  College,  within  whose  walls  they  were 
propounded. 

From  the  London  Monthly  Review  of  September,  1837. — Ridicule 
has  done  much  to  throw  the  theory  (of  phrenology)  into  disrepute,  and 
argument  not  less.  Of  the  latter  sort  of  these  hostile  weapons,  the 
present  lectures  furnish  an  effective  specimen,  for  with  a  calmness  and 
candor  which  cannot  be  surpassed,  and  a  tnastery  of  knowledge  as  well 
as  of  ratiocination,  that  is  resistless,  Dr.  Sewall  disposes  of  the  subject, 
and  shows  that  phrenology  has  withdrawn^' the  attention  of  many  san- 
guine and  ingenious  minds  from  far  nobler  and  more  profitable  pursuits. 

*###*#  |„  |,jg  se(;ond  lecture  our  author  jnirsues  his 
subject  by  endeavoring  to  show  how  far  the  science  is  reconcilable  with 
the  anatomical  structure  and  organization  of  the  brain,  the  cranium,  and 
other  parts  concerned  ;  and  here  it  is  that  his  effort  is  particulaily  suc- 
cessful and  cogent.     ************* 

We  have  now,  besides  givjng  a  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  phre- 
nology, which  to  few  of  our  readers  can  be  more  than  the  means  of 
refreshing  their  memories,  presented  some  passages  from  Dr.  Sewall's 
examination  of  its  claims,  in  which   examination  some  new  views  have 
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been  suggested  and  pursued   in  a  manner  which  we  think  will  give  a  se- 
vere blow  to  the  theory. 

From  the  Medico- Chirurgical  Reviexo  and  Journal,  edited  by  James 
Johnson,  Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  late  King,  and  Henry  James 
Johnsoli,  Esq.,  of  April,  1837. — Dr.  Sewall  is  evidently  a  well-informed 
man,  and,  as  evidently,  a  well-intentioned  man.  He  examines  phre- 
nology with  no  malice  prepense,  with  no  spirit  of  dogmatism,  with  no 
wish  to  bully.  If  he  disputes  the  conclusions  with  the  phrenologists, 
he  does  so  after  arguing  the  question  with  them,  and  the  grounds  of  his 
dissent,  as  well  as  the  j)rocess  of  reasoning  which  leads  to  it,  are  openly 
exposed. 

From  the  North  American  Review  of  October,  1837. — The  descrip- 
tions (of  phrenology),  though  necessarily  brief,  are  clear  and  intelligible, 
and,  so  far  as  we  can  perceive,  fair  and  impartial.  ]\o  indication  ap- 
pears in  this  (the  first)  lecture,  that  the  author  has  any  other  object  in 
view  than  to  teach  phrenology  to  his  class,  as  it  would  be  taught  by  a 
confident  believer  in  its  doctrines.  *****  Some  other  con- 
siderations follow,  and  the  lecture  concludes  with  an  eloquent  appeal  to 
the  young  men  lo  whom  it  was  addressed,  to  seek  out  and  follow  such 
objects  of  pursuit  as  shall  lead  to  useful  practical  results,  rather  than  to 
be  captivated  by  fascinating  speculations.     ******* 

To  those,  however,  who  feel  a  stronger  interest  in  the  question,  and 
especially  to  those  who  would  see  how  the  matter-of-fact  teachings  of 
anatomy  bear  upon  it,  we  would  commend  Dr.  SewalTs  lectures.  He 
has  discussed  the  subject  with  ability,  and  even  those  who  are  not  con- 
vinced by  his  arguments  (and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  those  who 
are  already  adherents  of  the  doctrine  will  he),  will  acknowledge  that  he 
has  treated  the  subject  with  fairness,  and  its  advocates  with  courtesy. 

From  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences  of  August,  1837. — 
This  (Dr.  Sewall's)  is  the  most  dispassionate  examination  of  the  })hre- 
nological  doctrines,  and  the  strongest  array  of  argument  against  its  validity, 
that  we  have  met  with.  The  first  lecture  comprises  a  sketch  of  the 
origin  and  progress  of  phrenology,  with  an  exposition  of  its  leading 
doctrines  and  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  is  founded.  In  the  second 
lecture  the  question  is  examined  of  how  far  the  science  is  reconcilable 
with  the  anatomical  structure  and  organization  of  the  brain,  the  cranium, 
and  other  parts  concerned.  The  subject  is  treated  in  a  very  plain  and 
lucid  manner,  so  as  to  be  perfectly  intelligible  to  freneral  readers,  and 
is,  moreover,  illustrated  by  some  well-executed  and  interesting  plates. 
The  learning  and  high  standing  of  the  author  entitle  his  views  to  a 
respectful  and  attentive  consideration. 

In  the  foregoing  extracts  we  have  presented  such  passages  only  as 
bear  more  particularly  on  the  charges  of  Dr.  Caldwell.  VVe  could,  if 
it  were  necessary,  present  numerous  other  notices  from  the  literary  jour- 
nals, not  less  commendatory  than  those  we  have  given.  **VV. 
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When  the  proposition  was  made,  in  February  last,  to  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society,  to  open  a  correspondence  with  other  similar  bodies, 
upon  the  expediency  oforfranizing  a  national  association  for  tlie  advance- 
ment of  the  physical  sciences,  there  were  gentlemen  who  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  movement  was  premature  ;  and,  further,  it  was  main- 
tained, that  no  very  marked  discoveries  or  brilliant  achievements  had  re- 
sulted Irom  such  combinations  of  the  learned  in  other  countries.  On 
the  other  hand,  all  impr)itant  and  really  striking  and  meritorious  advan- 
ces in  science,  literature  and  the  arts,  were  made,  it  was  contended,  in 
the  quiet  of  the  closet,  by  those  who  hardly  identified  themselves  with 
the  busy  world.  In  fine,  nothing  of  importance  to  the  promotion  of 
science,  thus  far,  had  emanated  from  these  modern  much-talked-of 
compacts  of  the  old  world. 

With  a  variety  of  theories  and  individual  presentiments,  none  of  which, 
by  others,  were  considered  of  much  consequence,  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  project  was  rather  coldly  received,  and  ultimately  quashed  in 
embryo  by  the  committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred  for  considera- 
tion. Now  it  is  morally  certain  that  by  a  little  exertion,  a  successful 
plan  of  operation  might,  by  this  time,  have  been  devised,  and  a  vigorous 
co-operation  manifested  in  every  State  in  the  Union. 

The  idea  that  we  were  too  young,  as  a  people,  for  such  a  vast  under- 
taking, was  preposterous  in  the  extreme.  Whoever  reflects  upon  the 
character  of  the  present  age,  the  spirit  that  animates  all  ranks  of  inhabi- 
tants, the  impulse  given  the  nation  by  transatlantic  influences,  in  all  de- 
partments of  life,  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  the  sanje  system  of 
perseverance  which  distinguishes  the  efll'orts  of  civilized  man  in  P^urope, 
will  and  must  be  felt  in  America.  With  a  vast  territory,  the  resources 
of  which  are  almost  incalculable,  a  consolidation  of  interests  in  science, 
of  all  the  availai)le  forces,  from  the  college  to  the  cottage,  can  alone 
develope  the  geological  and  physical  constitution,  capabilities  and  con- 
cealed wonders  of  this  great  portion  of  the  habitable  globe. 

As  predicted,  another  efl^ort  is  making  to  rally  the  learned  of  the 
United  States  around  one  comtnon  centre  —to  unite  in  an  enterprise 
which  must  gratify  every  friend  of  science  ;  and  of  its  final  success, 
there  is  scarcely  a  remaining  doubt,  notwithstanding  the  objections 
which  have  heretofore  been  urged  against  a  scheme  so  praiseworthy  and 
meritorious.  A  m(!Cting  was  held  at  ttie  hall  of  the  American  Academy, 
in  this  city,  a  short  time  since,  at  which  Governor  Everett  presided,  to 
discuss  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
consult  with  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  thus  the 
lines  are  laid,  which  we  fervently  hope  will  speedily  eventuate  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  national  association  for  the  promotion  of  the  physical 
sciences — founded  in  motives  as  noble  and  acceptable  to  the  world  as 
were  those  which  originated  the  association  now  existing  in  England,  the 
orgaDization  of  which  constitutes  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  that  nation. 
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It  is  to  be  deplored  that  our  Medical  Society  did  not  secure  to  itself, 
when  the  oppoitunity  presented,  the  honor  of  having  carried  into  effect 
this  excellent  proposition,  which  might  have  been  done  with  most  perfect 
ease,  and  consistently,  too,  with  its  character  of  a  scientific  body.  For 
it  is  evident  that  practical  and  enlightened  physicians,  in  all  countries, 
are  among  the  most  zealous  cultivators  of  learning  and  science  ;  and 
we  noticed,  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to,  that  of  the  twenty-seven  indi- 
viduals present,  thirteen  were  members  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society. 

Nothing  will  be  more  pleasant  to  us  than  to  chronicle  the  subsequent 
success  of  this  incipient  institution,  or  give  us  more  unfeigned  satisfac- 
tion than  its  triunjphant  success  in  the  sphere  it  proposes  for  its  action. 

Sandicich  Islands. — We  deem  ourselves  fortunate  in  having  secured 
for  a  correspondent,  in  the  Island  of  Ouahu,  Dr.  Robert  W.  Wood,  late 
of  Orono,  Me.,  who  has  gone  to  establish  himself  in  the  jjractice  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  that  distant  but  delightlul  section  of  the  globe. 
Very  little  is  known  of  the  medical  topography  of  that  interesting  group 
of  islands,  notwithstanding  the  constant  intercourse  which  is  kept  up 
with  them  through  the  whale  ships,  &c.,  they  being  considered  by  mariners 
as  the  half-way  house  between  South  America  and  China.  One  fact,  if 
no  other,  requires  investigation — why  a  syphilitic  taint,  spread  through 
the  native  population,  probably  introduced  by  the  sailors  on  the  first  visit 
of  Captain  Cook,  has  not  been  eradicated.  If  there  is  any  modification 
of  climate  essentially  ditferent  from  that  of  Europe  or  America,  which 
prevents  medicines  from  producing  the  same  constitutional  influences 
known  to  be  effected  by  a  particular  class  of  remedies  in  other  countries. 
Dr.  Wood  will  do  great  service  to  the  profession  by  ascertaining  the  fact. 
Medicinal  plants  are  represented  to  abound,  at  those  islands,  and  yet 
their  medical  botany  is  an  almost  unexplored  field.  Amongst  other  in- 
quiries, Dr.  Wood,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  forget  to  delineate  the  character 
of  the  diseases  usually  predominant  there,  as  well  as  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment pursued  in  their  subjugation.  That  the  natives  are  rapidly  dimin- 
ishing in  numbers,  so  that  the  entire  race  will  probably  wholly  disappear 
in  the  course  of  half  a  century,  seems  to  be  generally  admitted  by  those 
most  conversant  with  the  statistics  of  the  South  Sea  people.  It  would 
be  gratifying,  therefore,  to  have  the  opinions  of  a  scientific  man  upon 
the  causes  which  threaten  this  result.  If  the  introduction  of  European 
customs,  European  vices  or  diseases,  or  the  oppression  of  the  native 
government,  a  rude  despotism,  under  a  new  system  of  dietetics,  copied 
from  those  on  whom  they  have  looked  from  the  beginning  as  a  superior 
order  of  beings,  be  among  the  causes,  we  should  like  to  know  it.  There 
is  hardly  a  topic  on  which  Dr.  Wood  may  not  throw  new  light,  and  put 
us  in  the  possession  of  facts  alike  serviceable  to  the  philanthropist,  the 
naturalist,  the  philosopher  and  the  physician. 


Purulent  Ophthalmia  in  Egypt. — Edmonston — on  the  contagious  na- 
ture of  ophthalmia — cites  the  lollowing  as  among  the  exciting  causes  of 
the  disease  in  that  country  :  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun,  the  night  dews, 
the  sandy  soil  and  the  scorching  dry  winds,  loaded  with  dust  or  nitre. 
He  has  also  an  idea  that  by  hereditary  predisposition,  it  is  deeply  en- 
grafted in  the  constitution  of  the  inhabitants  before  their  birth  !     He  has 
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likewise  made  the  discovery  that  the  sphere  of  contagion  (query,  infec- 
tion ?)  operating  througli  tlie  medium  of  the  atmosphere,  does  not  exceed 
the  space  of  a  foot.  We,  however,  are  of  opinion,  tliat  in  this  disease 
the  sphere  of  contagion,  operating  through  the  medium  of  the  patient's 
fingers,  or  of  towels  used  in  common,  extends  to  the  length  of  a  man's 
arm,  be  it  longer  or  shorter,  as  the  case  may  be. 


TVoimd  of  the  Brain. — A  case  is  related  in  the  London  Lancet,  which 
shows  the  wonderful  tenacity  of  life  after  severe  injuries  of  the  brain. 
.A.  boy,  14  years  of  age,  (ired  off  a  pistol  loaded  with  ball.  The  pistol 
burst,  the  ball  passing  through  the  gate  at  which  it  was  fired,  and  the 
breech  entering  the  head,  directly  over  and  within  three  lines  of  the  left 
superciliary  ridge,  part  of  the  cerebrum  being  scattered  on  the  ground. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  surgeon,  no  foreign  body  could  be  detected  by  a 
probe,  and  the  patient  was  kept  perfectly  still,  with  saturnine  applications 
to  his  forehead.  The  next  day  he  lay  perfectly  quiet,  but  sleepy,  and 
said  he  fch  710  pain.  The  applications  were  continued,  with  an  aperient. 
The  second  day  feverish  ;  put  out  his  tongue  when  asked,  but  answered 
no  questions.  Cold  poultices  ol'  lead-wash  and  bread  to  the  wound,  and 
a  fever  mixture  ordered.  The  third  day  he  made  a  correct  remark  re- 
specting liis  food  ;  feverish  symptoms  relieved.  In  a  few  days  the  wound 
threw  off  coagulum,  discharged  pus,  and  appeared  rapidly  healing  ; 
strength  returning.  When  asked  where  he  felt  pain,  he  put  his  hand  to 
the  back  of  Ins  head.  This  state  continued  till  the  !22d  day,  when  he 
suddenly  sank,  the  next  day  was  comatose,  and  died  on  the  24th  day  af- 
ter the  accident.  Post-mortem  examination  showed  the  wound  of  the 
brain  had  pcrfecllij  healed.  On  reaching  the  ventricles  traces  of  a  foreign 
body  were  found  ;  a  little  further  there  was  much  disorganization  from 
the  formation  of  pus,  and  the  breech  of  the  pistol  was  found  resting 
against  the  occipital  bone  and  over  the  tentorium.  This  iron  substance, 
weighing  nine  drachms,  had  passed  directly  through  the  substance  of  the 
brain  ;  and  yet  the  boy  had  lived  twenty-four  days,  and  Nature  had 
made  so  great  an  <;ffort  to  heal  the  injury,  that  complete  recovery  would 
probably  have  followed  if  the  foreign  body  had  received  sufficient  mo- 
mentum to  carry  it  through  the  occipital  bone. 


Boston  Dispcnsarij. — The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  offi- 
cers of  Boston  Dispensary  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 

Manri2;ers. — Jonathan  Phillips  [Chairman),  Samuel  H.  Walley,  Isaac 
Winslow,  Gideon  F.  Thayer,  Samuel  May,  N.  L.  Frothingham,  Pliny 
Culler,  Geo.  H.  Snelling,  Jas.  H.  Foster,  Uriel  Crocker,  J.  F.  Flagg, 
William  Gray  {Sccrclarij),  and  Gideon  Snow  [Treasurer). 

Consulting  Physicians. — John  Randall,  M.D.,  and  Solomon  D.  Town- 
send,  MT>. 

Visitinff  Physicians. — J.  Moriarty,  M.D.,  Wards  1  and  3,  residence 
corner  of  Salem  and  Cross  streets.  T.  W.  Brewer,  JM.D.,  Ward  2,  J. 
W.  Gorham,  M  D,,  Ward  4.  J.  H.  Dix,  M.D.,  Wards  5,  6  and  7,  resi- 
dence 1  Green  street.  S.  Salisbury,  M.D.,  Broad  street  District.  W. 
J.  Whitney,  M  D.,  Foit  Hill  District,  90  Federal  street.  H.  G.  Wiley, 
M.D.,  Ward  10,  residence  Lagrange  place.  G.  A.  Bethune,  M.D., 
Ward  1 1,  residence  12!)  Trcmont  street.  L.  J.  Glover,  M.D.,  Ward  12, 
residence    2   Pleasant  street.      Benjamin   Haskell,  INI.D.,  South  Boston. 

Apothecaries. — J.  JNI.  Smith  &,  Co.,  131]  Washington  street. 
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Harvard  University. — An  introductory  discourse  will  be  given  by  Dr. 
Warren  at  the  Medical  College,  next  Wednesday,  it  being  the  com- 
mencement of  the  annual  course  of  medical  lectures  in  this  excellent  in- 
stitution. We  hope  the  class  will  be  seasonable  in  their  attendance,  from 
abroad,  that  they  may  receive  the  benefit  of  the  first  lecture,  which  will 
be  every  way  worthy  of  their  careful  attention. 

To  CoRRKSpoNDF.TTs.— Dr.  Whittridgc's  case  of  dropsy,  and  No.  2  of  the  pa- 
pers on  diet,  are  crowded  out  of  this  number  of  the  Journal. 

Wliole  ntiiiiber  of  ileaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  eiuling  Oct.  27,  32.     Males,  15— females,  17. 

Of  cousuniptijii,  0— old  age,  1— drops),  1  — pleurisy,  1— lung  fever,  1— iiifiintile,  3— scirrhus  of 
the  stomach,  1— canker  in  the  bouel.s,  1 — sudden,  1— dropsy  on  the  brain,  I  — scarlet  fever,  2 — 
bronchitis,  1— ijphuus  fever,  2— quinsy,  1— teething,  1 — croup,  2— worms,  )— throat  distemper,  J  — 
stillborn,  2. 

LECTURES   ON    THE    DISEASES    OF    THE    EYE. 

Dr.  Joh.v  Jeffries  wjII  deliver  a  course  of  Lectures  on  the  Anatomy  and  Diseases  of  (he  Eye, 
at  the  .Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  to  commence  the  second  wttk  in  November  and  con- 
tinue during  the  course'  of  medical  instruction  of  Harvard  College.  The  lectures  will  be  illustrated 
by  cases  under  attendance  at  the  Infirmary.  ^'o-  9  Franklin  Street. 

Boston,  October  2\,  18ys.  C31_3t. 

HARVARD    UNIVERSITY— MEDICAL    LECTURES. 

The  Lectures  will  begin  at  the  College  in  .Mason  street,  first  Wednesday  in  November,  at  9 
o'clock,  .\.  .M.,and  continue  three  months.  For  a  month  after,  additional  lectures  will  be  given. 
Uissectiuns  in  the  .Medical  Colle^'e,  and  attendance  at  the  Hospital,  will  also  be  continued. 

Anatomy  and  Operative  t^urgery,  by  ...  -  Dr.  J.  C.  VVarres. 

Midwifery  and  MedicalJurisprudeiice,  by        -  .  -  -  Dr.  Chansi.ng. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by  -  -  -         -        Dr.  F.igelow. 

Principlesof  Surgery  and  Clinical  riufgery,  by         ...  Dr.  G.  Havward. 

Chemistry,  by  -  --....  Dr.  Webster. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by         -  -  -  -  -  Or.  V\  are. 

Circulars  of  the  Medical  and  .Surgical  Practice  of  the  Hospilal  niav  be  had  of  the  Dean. 

WAL'i'ER  CHA.N.MNG, 
Boston,  July  23,  1838.  Aug  1— tX  Dear,  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine. 


SCHOOL  FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  .Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  otiier  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  eveiy  attainable  facility  will  be  ati'jrded  fur  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  e.xaniinatious  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        .        -        -        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  .-..--.-    Dr.  Kev.nolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by        .-.---.        Dr.  Siorer. 
On  Physiology  and  Pathuloay,  by  --------     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  .\natomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  llie  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.  HUMPHREYS  STuRER, 

Ang22— ep3m  OLIVER  \\ .  HOL.MES. 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  coni|)lete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  'i'hey  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  where  opportunities  will  be  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dis|)eiisiiig  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  ilie  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  aflorried  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Distinction  by  e.xanii- 
natinns  or  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  different  branches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  GEORGE  C.  SHATTUCK, 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct31— eptf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jr. 

U'lNSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr. 

TO   PHYSICIANS. 

A  PHV3ICIAN  residing  about  1.5  miles  from  Boston,  desirous  of  relinquishing  practice,  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate.  The  land,  about  14  acres,  is  well  cultivated  and  stocked  with  trees,  the  buildings 
good,  and  the  [iractice,  having  been  in  possession  of  the  present  occupant  more  than  ?.0  years,  a  valu- 
able one.  With  good  security,  the  time  of  payment  may  suit  the  purchaser.  Inquire  at  this  office  ; 
if  by  mail,  post-paid.  Oct.  17— 5t 
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ALBANY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  Cdurse  of  lectures  in  iliia  Institution  will  cuniinence  on  Wednesday,  the  2(1  of  January^ 
lO'.i'J,  and  conlinne  sixteen  weeks.  'I'lie  new  and  extensive  College  edifice,  wliicli  has  been  com- 
pleted during  the  past  snnnner,  l«  situated  in  u  central  position,  and  in  arcliitectural  character,  di- 
mensions, and  internal  arrangement,  is  adinirably  adapted  to  tlie  purposes  of  medical  instruction. 
The  iniiseujM  of  the  inxtitution  occupies  a  room  lifty  feet  scjuare,  two  stories  high,  with  a  gallery,  and 
glass  cases  above  and  below,  it  is  furnished  with  an  extensive  and  choice  collection  of  specimens 
in  healthy  and  morbid  anatomy,  together  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  magnitied  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparation  necessary  to  illustrate  the  departments  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, s?urgery  and  Ubstetrics.  The  other  departments  are  provided  with  ample  means  for  illustra- 
tion, and  with  all  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  'J'he  Anatomical  Theatre,  which  wilNie  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  branches, 
is  fifty  feet  square,  with  seats  for  4h0  persons,  airaiiged  in  a  circular  manner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  u  liicli  is  liolited  by  a  large  diuije  and  sky-liglit  immediately  above  it.  The  dissecting  rooms, 
which  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  by  whom  every  facility  will  be  provided  lor  the  cultivation  of  practical 
aiiatcuny  and  operative  surgery. 

The  (Jheiiiical  Laboratory  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed.  'I'lie  course  in  Chernistiy  and  Natural  History  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnislied  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Botany,  and  to  some 
ex'ent  in  Coinparativo  Anatomy.  In  Materia  Aledica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designed  to  exhibit  as  many  facts  and  illustrations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practicalile,  a  demonslraiive  one. 

There  will  be  clinical  instruction  in  Surgery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  Almshouse,  wtieie  there  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  All  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  conferied  at  the  close  of  tiie  term,  and  all  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by 
other  medical  insiitutions  of  the  Slate,  will  be  secured  to  the  graduate.     '1  he  requirements  of  candi- 
dates for  gra<luation  are  the  same  as  at  other  institutions. 
The  lectures  in  the  dilfurent  departments  will  be  delivered  as  follows: 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by        -        .        -        -        Alden  .March,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine," by      -----     David  M.  Reese,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by     -----        Ebenezer  Emmons,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  .-..--    James  H.  AnMSBY,  M.I). 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by        -         Henry  Greene,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by         -----     David  M.  M'Lachlan,  M.D. 

Meilical  Jiiiispriidence,  by         ' Amos  Dean,  Esq. 

The  price  of  tiekeis  to  all  the  lectures  is  $().').  Graduation  fee,  .^20.    -Matiicnlation  fee,  $5.    Dissect- 
ing fee,  S-i.     Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  any  incorporated  institution,  are  required  topay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 
The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  §2,50  to  5i3,0IJ  per  w  eek. 

Albany,  IdSS.  OM*  J.   H.  ARMSBY,  Vean  of  the  Faculty. 

UNIVERSITY     OF    THE     STATE    OF    NEW     YORK. 

COLLKGJ5    OF    PHVSICI.\NS    AND    SURGEONS    OF    NEW    YORK. 
The  Lectures  in  tliis  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  and  continue  for 
four  months. 

J.  AiiGusriNE  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology. 

.Alexander  H.  Stevens,  31.]).,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery.  (Lectures  at  the  New  York 
Hospital.) 

Joseph  .Mather  Smith,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  and  Clinical 
Medicine. 

Edward  Dei.afield,  .\I.I).,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

JuHV   IJ.   Heck.   .M.D.,   Professor  of  Maieria  .Medica  and  .Medical  Jurisprudence. 

John  Torrey,  .M  D.,  Professor  of  (Chemistry  and  Uotaiiy. 

John  R.  IIhi  nei.ander,  .M.I).,  Professor  of  ,\iialoiiiy. 

.Ai.ban  G.  Smmh,  .M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

Robert   Watts,  Jr.,  .M.I).,  Lecturer  on  Special  .\natoiny. 

The  expense  of  aitt-ndiiig  a  course  of  Lociuresby  all  the  Professors,  is  S'OS. 

Attendjiice  upon  two  complete  courses  of  Lectures  is  necessary  to  eiitille  the  student  to  present 
himself  for  grailiiatioii,  oneof  which  must  have  been  attended  at  this  College.  He  must  also  have 
studied  medicine  three  years,  and  atlained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Two  opportunities  in  each  year  are  afforded  for  graduation  ;  one  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  and 
one  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  October. 

The  examnialioii  of  t;aiididMtes  for  the  Spring  graduation  commences  on  the  first  of  Match,  and 
for  the  Kail  graduation  on  the  'iiid  Tuesday  in  September. 

CiMr.irr,  Wiu/i/iH^'.  — During  ilie  last  year,  the  new  uTid  extensive  College  edifice  in  Crosby  Street  has 
been  coiniiletml.  In  its  coiislruclion,  no  effort  has  been  spared  to  provide  within  its  walls  every  nc- 
commodalicMi  that  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  on  ilie  business  of  instruction  in  the  various  depait- 
nients  of  .Me/lic.al  Sciencp,  and  it  is  beli<!vi-rl  Ihit  in  no  ime  respect  will  it  be  found  wanting  in  the 
groat  (ibjecis  fur  which  it  was  ilcisigned.  To  the  planning  of  the  Anattmiical  part  of  Hie  building, 
especial  attenllon  hisln^cn  paid,  wiili  the  view  of  furiiisliing  everv  convenience  and  nrcominodntion 
tint  niav  be  required  lor   touching  Anatomy,  as    well   as    for  private   dissection.     In  addition    to   the 

public  ditsectiiiL'   roion,   a   n her   of  soialler  rooms  have  been    lilted   up,  wliere  Anatomical  inves- 

ligitioiM  may  be  pursued  in  a  more  retired  and  private  manner. 

JVVm  y'urk  //«</>l^J/.  — This  In.slilniion  acroinniodales  iibonl  two  liiiiidred  and  fifty  pnlients,  and  pre- 
sents every  variety  of  disenne  and  accident  lo  which  the  hiiiiian  fianie  is  liable.  Silnated  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  city,  and  within  a  fiiiv  minutes  walk  of  tlii!  College,  it  possesses  Hie  great  advantage  of 
being  easy  of  access,  without  any  loss  of  time,  and  the  students  have  daily  opportunities  of  witness- 
ing the  practice  ol  Hie  house. 
JV'rw  Vork  Ear  and  Kijr  fnfinnnrii.—  TUc  average  number  of  patients  who  resort  annually  to  thi«  In- 

sitution,  for  profensional  .id vice,  ami Is  to  upwards  of  one  thiuisand.    It  Hiiis  furnishes  the  amplest 

field  fiir  observation  and  instruction  in  the  various  diseases  of  the  Eve  and  Ear.     It  is  o|icned  gratui- 
tously to  the  students  of  Hie  College.  J.   ACGCSTINE  S.MITII,  .M.D..  J'rtsuUiU. 

N.   H.  DERING,  M.D.,  Htgiatrar. 
JVeto  York,  June  3.^,  ISSH.  Aug  a9-tNl 
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DR.   FULLERS    PRIZE     DISSERTATION    ON    SCARLATINA    ANGINOSA. 

(Continued  from  page  203.) 

Cathartics. — Calomel  is  almost  the  only  cathartic  required  in  the 
treatment  of  scarlatina.  Its  superiority  over  all  others  is  evinced  by  its 
action  not  being  confined  to  the  alimentary  canal,  but  by  its  ranging 
throughout  the  whole  system,  proving,  says  Dr.  Cullen,  "  a  stimulus  to 
every  moving  fibre  of  the  body;"  also  by  its  exciting  a  healthy  action 
in  all  the  secreting  organs,  especially  in  the  liver.  And  here  we  may 
observe  that  in  all  the  severe  cases  of  scarlatina  which  we  have  attended, 
the  secretions  of  the  liver  have  been  deficient  in  quantity  and  highly 
vitiated,  which  is  known  by  the  appearance  of  the  dejections.  Hence, 
like  the  epidemic  cholera,  all  cases  of  scarlet  fever  which  prove  rapidly 
fatal,  are  distinguished  by  an  absence  of  bile  in  the  motions  ;  therefore, 
in  both  these  diseases,  the  most  favorable  circumstance  is  a  plentiful  flow 
of  bile,  and  when  this  occurs  we  have  never  known  the  disease  prove 
fatal.  Hence  calomel,  independent  of  its  cathartic  effect,  has  great 
claim  to  our  attention,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  most  efficient  of  known 
remedies  in  exciting  a  healthy  secretion  and  flow  of  bile.  Furthermore, 
in  scarlatina,  smallpox,  and  all  other  eruptive  diseases  attended  with 
fever,  calomel,  judiciously  employed,  appears  to  be  almost  a  specific  ;  it 
seems  to  exert  some  peculiar  action  or  controlling  power  over  all  con- 
tagious diseases.  In  ardent  and  congestive  levers,  also,  from  whatever 
cause  they  may  originate,  it  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  remedies  in  the 
whole  range  of  the  materia  medica,  and,  according  to  our  experience,  is 
far  sup'^rior  to  any  other  article  in  equalizing  the  circulation,  which  is  so 
much  deranged  in  all  congestive  fevers. 

"It  is  still,"  says  Dr.  Armstrong,  "  too  much  the  fashion  to  declaim 
against  the  bold  administration  of  calomel,  in  the  commencement  and 
progress  of  ardent  fevers,  as  if  it  was  neither  dangerous  to  trifle  away 
those  precious  moments  m  palliatives,  nor  judicious  to  attempt  a  radical 
cure.  Only  let  practitioners  put  calomel  fairly  and  extensively  to  the 
test  in  febrile  diseases,  and  we  shall  soon  cease  to  have  imaginary  and 
unfounded  clamor  against  its  free  employment ;  for  here  it  is  a  medicine 
which,  like  an  injured  and  innocent  individual,  will  have  its  character 
restored,  by  an  impartial  and  strict  examination.  We  have  often  erred 
in  our  opinion  of  calomel,  from  considering  its  operation  the  same  in 
ardent  fevers,  as  in  affections  unattended  with  increased  heat.  But  its 
effects  are  varied  by  the  condition  of  the  body  under  which  it  is  given, 
and  where  it  has  to  encounter  a  high  febrile  action,  the  system  receives 
14 
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no  shock  from  Its  free  administration,  as  its  main  force  is  spent  on  the 
reduction  of  inorbid  action  alone." — Armstrong  on  Scarlet  Fever, 

But  after  the  morbid  action  has  been  reduced,  the  mercury  must  be 
witlidraun  ;  for  if  continued  after  that  period,  it  will  debilitate  and  re- 
tard the  recovery.  If  we  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  we  should 
call  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  secerning  organs  the  safety  valves  of  the 
systen).  Hence,  whenever  nature  beconies  oppre^ed,  she  relieves  iier- 
self  by  an  increased  flow  of  saliva,  bile,  urine  or  perspiration  ;  and  we 
know  of  no  process,  with  the  exception  of  bloodletting,  and  perhaps  ca- 
thartics, which  will  so  soon  remove  congestions  of  the  brain,  lungs,  liver 
and  other  important  organs,  as  the  increased  flow  of  saliva,  bile,  perspi- 
ration, and  an  increased  flow  of  mucus  from  the  membranes  of  the  lungs, 
caused  by  a  judicious  employment  of  calomel.  INor  are  the  good  effects 
of  calomel  confined  to  its  influence  over  the  secretions,  for  under  its  use 
the  circulation  is  restored  to  the  capillaries,  and  the  internal  congestions 
thoroughly  removed  by  the  action  of  the  calomel  pervading  the  whole 
system. 

In  almost  all  cases  of  scarlatina  the  stomach  is  exceedingly  irritable, 
and  therefore  in  as  many  as  eight  out  of  ten  cases  we  prescribe  a  ca- 
thartic of  calomel,  in  divided  doses,  at  the  very  commencement  of  the 
disease,  in  preference  to  an  emetic.  If  called  to  the  patient  during  the 
first,  or  stage  of  depression,  before  the  fever  has  commenced,  calomel 
may  be  given  by  itself,  in  the  dose  of  from  one  to  ten  grains  every  hour, 
according  to  the  age  and  condition  of  the  patient.  This  is  better  prac- 
tice than  to  give  larger  doses  at  longer  intervals,  for  it  is  of  much 
greater  importance  to  restore  the  biliary  secretions  than  to  move 
the  bowels.  But  if  it  does  not  procure  dejections  in  the  course 
of  ten  or  twelve  hours,  ten  grains  of  jalap  niay  be  given  with  every 
other  dose  of  the  calomel,  until  it  acts  freely  upon  the  bowels.  If  the 
jalap  is  rejected,  and  the  bowels  remain  obstinately  constipated,  croton 
oil  will  assist  the  cathartic  action  of  the  calomel,  and  will  be  more  apt 
to  be  retained  on  account  of  its  bulk.  After  the  calomel  has  acted 
thoroughly  as  a  cathartic,  it  may  be  in  part  or  wholly  withdrawn,  and  in 
mild  cases  no  further  use  of  it  is  required. 

When  the  stage  of  exciteinent  has  succeeded  that  of  depression,  be- 
fore the  patient  is  visited  by  the  physician,  the  calomel  should  be  given 
combined  with  the  pulvis  antimonialis  and  the  camphorated  nitre,  as  be- 
fore directed,  and  the  combination  continued  until  it  acts  on  the  bowels. 
In  very  severe  cases  of  the  highly  inflammatory  or  congestive  scarlatina, 
the  calomel  should  be  continued  in  diujinished  doses  until  the  increased 
action  abates,  or  until  ptyalism  begins  to  take  place,  when  it  should  not 
be  further  continued.  This  course  of  medication  we  have  generally 
found  far  more  ellicacious  than  the  general  practice  of  premising  an 
emetic,  especially  if  there  is  a  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach, 
and  other  symptoms  of  gastritis. 

Bleeding. — .Much  difference  of  opinion  exists  respecting  tlie  pro- 
priety of  bleeding  in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina.  The  intense  heat  of 
the  skin,  and  other  formidable  inflammatory  symptoms,  seem  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  bleeding  as  freely  in  this  disease  as  in  other  phleginasis ; 
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and  some  of  the  old  physicians  did  bleed,  but  in  the  hands  of  most  of 
them  it  was  practised  with  very  indifferent  success,  in  consequence,  per- 
haps, of  bleeding  at  an  improper  time,  or  by  carrying  the  depletion  too 
far.  *' 1  liave  seen,"  says  Morton,  "three  hundred  die  weekly,  sud- 
denly suffocated  in  the  second  stage  of  the  fever,  and  while  laboring  un- 
der angina  or  pneumonia."  Huxham  abandoned  venesection  and  pre- 
scribed bark.  In  1763  Dr.  Watson  practised  bleeding,  and  lost  one  in 
six  of  his  patients.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, Drs.  Southwood  Smith,  Armstrong  and  Mackintosh,  are  the  greatest 
advocates  for  general  bleeding  in  scarlatina. 

Dr.  Armstrong  thinks  venesection  indispensable  in  the  treatment  of 
the  highly  inflammatory  and  in  the  congestive  forms  of  the  scarlet  fever, 
for  in  post-mortem  examinations  he  has  observed  that  inflammation  of 
either  the  brain,  throat,  lungs,  liver,  stomach  or  intestines,  is  always 
the  cause  of  the  fatal  terminaiion.  ''  Visceral  inflammation  has  almost 
invariably  a  natural  tendency  to  terminate  fatally  ;  depletion  produces 
debility  only,  and  debility  alone  is  rarely  the  cause  of  death  in  fevers." 
—  On  Scarlet  Fever,  page  27. 

In  consequence  of  the  appearance  of  dissections  after  death,  Dr. 
Mackintosh,  in  his  Practice  of  Physic,  p.  188,  Vol.  I.,  observes  that 
"  bleeding  to  a  sufficient  extent  ought  not  only  to  relieve  the  constitu- 
tional symptoms,  during  the  eruptive  fever,  but  after  the  eruption  has 
appeared  ought  to  destroy  it.  Observations  and  experiments  frequently 
performed,  and  repeated  by  myself  and  my  pupils,  enable  me  to  state 
that  these  are  facts  which  I  shall  not  be  afraid  to  repeat  before  the 
highest  authority  in  the  profession,  and  stake  my  professional  reputation 
upon  the  general  result  of  the  plan." 

Dr.  Morton,  of  Philadelphia,  says,  "  In  my  own  practice  T  have  re- 
sorted to  bleeding  in  every  severe  case,  and  with  the  most  gratifying  re- 
sults. It  is  almost  in  vain  to  treat  the  congestive  form  in  any  other 
way." 

IBroussais  says  (Pathology,  p.  196),  "  Gastro-enterite  alone,  or  ac- 
companied with  angina  tonsillaris,  is  the  precursor  of  the  eruption  of 
scarlatina.  And  it  is  the  visceral  phlegmasia  which  constitutes  the 
whole  danger  of  the  disease.  Hence  the  principal  indication  is  to  facili- 
tate the  eruption  by  moderating  the  excess  of  visceral  inflammation  at 
the  commencement,  and  this  is  common  to  all  the  phlegmasiae." 

In  the  milder  forms  of  scarlatina,  bleeding  is  altogether  unnecessary 
and  may  do  harm  ;  but  in  the  most  violent  inflammatory  forms  of  the 
disease,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  remedial  measures,  according  to 
our  experience,  which  can  be  prescribed,  provided  that  it  is  employed 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  stage  of  excitement,  or  otherwise  it 
may  be  productive  of  much  harm.  And  it  appears  to  us  that  the  dis- 
crepancies of  physicians  respecting  the  employment  of  venesection  in 
the  scarlet  fever,  originated  in  the  different  stage  or  period  of  the  disease 
when  the  remedy  was  employed.  One  physician  bleeds  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  stage  of  excitement,  and  succeeds  in  moderating  the  fever 
and  obviating  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  disease.  Another  bleeds  twenty- 
four  hours  after  the  stage  of  excitement  has  commenced,  and  after  a 
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fatal  lesion  has  taken  place  in  some  one  of  the  most  important  vital  or- 
gans, when  bleeding  will  generally  hiury  on  the  fatal  termination. 
Hence,  one  may  be  extravagant  in  the  praise,  and  the  other  in  the  dis- 
praise, of  the  same  remedy. 

It  should  be  repeated  again  and  again,  that  the  general  excitement  in 
the  highly  inllammatory  scarlatina  is  short  and  excessive,  and  all  the 
putrid  and  other  bad  symptoms  which  follow  are  the  result  of  the  ex- 
cessive action  in  the  sta2:e  of  excitement,  as  the  severity  of  this  stage 
itself  is  in  proportion  to  ihe  severity  of  the  cold  chills  and  depression 
which  precede  it  in  the  first  stage  ;  and  unless  this  excessive  action  can 
be  moderated  before  it  produces  a  fatal  lesion  in  the  brain,  lungs,  liver, 
spleen,  or  some  other  important  viscus,  the  patient  will  be  lost.  There- 
fore whatever  is  done  must  be  done  quickly  ;  every  moment  is  precious, 
and  the  loss  of  a  single  hour  may  decide  the  fate  of  the  patient.  Hence, 
as  soon  as  the  stage  of  excitement  has  commenced,  and  there  is  a  thrill- 
ing heat  of  the  surface,  the  patient  should  be  bled  in  an  erect  posture, 
until  fainting  approaches,  when  if  the  heat  of  the  skin  is  not  much  re- 
duced, the  venesection  may  be  followed  by  cold  affusion,  or  by  sponging 
the  whole  body  with  cold  water  or  with  vinegar  and  water,  and  repeating 
it  as  often  as  the  surHice  of  the  body  becomes  excessively  heated.  One 
bleeding  followed  up  with  the  cold  affusion  or  sponging,  and  the  internal 
use  of  the  calomel,  pulvis  anlimonialis  and  nitre,  combined  in  appro- 
priate doses,  every  four  hours,  are  generally  sufficient  to  arrest  the  fatal 
progress  of  the  disease  ;  but  though  a  repetition  of  the  bleeding  may 
not  be  necessary,  yet  it  is  often  important  to  apply  leeches  to  the  tem- 
ples, chest,  region  of  the  liver  or  stomach,  whenever  either  of  these  or- 
gans appears  to  suffer  most  from  the  disease. 

Leeches  may  also  be  employed  to  remove  some  local  affections  of  the 
disease,  as  in  swelling  of  the  parotid  glands,  when  general  bleeding  is 
unnecessary,  and  likewise  in  the  case  of  infants  under  three  or  four 
years  of  age,  and  in  all  cases  where  venesection  is  impracticable.  After 
the  first  twenty-four  hours  of  the  stage  of  excitement  has  passed  away, 
leeches  may  be  applied  to  remove  local  symptoms,  but  general  bleeding 
at  this  period  w^ould  often  hasten  the  death  of  the  patient  and  bring  the 
remedy  into  discredit ;  even  the  local  bleeding  and  sponging,  or  affu- 
sions, must  be  confined  to  the  stage  of  excitement,  and  the  other  febri- 
fuge remedies  to  the  first  and  second  stage  only  ;  for  if  continued  after 
the  stage  of  collapse  has  taken  place,  they  never  fail  to  do  injury — but 
in  the  forming  stage,  during  the  depression,  when  the  stomach  is  very 
irritable  and  there  is  a  tenderness  at  the  scrobiculis  cordis,  the  applica- 
tion of  six  leeches  to  the  region  of  the  stomach  will  lessen  the  excessive 
reaction  and  prove  a  most  important  remedial  measure. 

The  practitioners  of  former  times,  dreading  the  putrid  symptoms  of 
the  third  stage,  which  were  sure  to  follow  the  stimulant  treatment  then 
emploved,  urged  upon  practitioners  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  pa- 
tient's strength  in  the  two  first,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  bear  up  under 
the  debility  and  (■olla|)se  of  the  third  stage.  Under  this  false  impression, 
bleeding,  emetics,  cathartics,  and  other  febrifuge  remedies,  were  pro- 
hibited, and  batk,  aromatics,  wine,  brandy   and  other  cordials,  were  em- 
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ployed  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease — medicines  eminently 
calculated  to  produce  the  very  consequences  they  were  given  to  prevent. 
These  remedies  added  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  already  fatal  excitement, 
and  hastened  on  the  destruction  of  the  organic  tissues  of  some  of  the 
most  iniporiant  vital  organs,  and  the  following  collapse  was  always  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  previous  excitement. 

Since  the  days  of  Sydenham,  we  hear  much  less  of  putrid  fevers 
than  before  that  period,  for  before  his  time  almost  all  fevers  were  treated 
with  stidiulants,  elixir  pharmatics  and  cordials,  together  with  heated 
rooms  and  sweating  drinks;  but  since  the  cooling  practice,  with  free 
ventilation,  has  been  substituted,  excessive  excitement,  with  all  its  train 
of  evils,  has  been  prevented,  and  the  patient  has  escaped  unscathed, 
throuoh  every  stage  of  the  disease. 

In  the  congestive  form  of  scarlet  fever  the  attacks  are  sudden  and 
overpowering,  though  they  may  be  preceded  for  one  or  two  days  by 
languor,  loss  of  appetite,  pain  of  the  head,  paleness  of  the  face,  slight 
chills  and  some  obscure  febrile  flashes — symptoms  which  seem  to  forbid 
the  employment  of  bloodletting.  Yet  unless  venesection  is  performed 
within  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after  the  occurrence  of  the  overpower- 
ing oppression,  the  patient  is  generally  lost ;  or  if  the  bleeding  is  per- 
formed after  the  first  day  of  the  oppression,  it  will  generally  hasten  on 
the  stage  of  universal  collapse.  Hence  the  necessity  of  more  strongly 
urging  the  eniployment  of  early  bleeding  than  in  the  inflammatory  form 
of  scarlet  fever;  every  moment  is  precious,  and  sometimes  the  loss  of 
a  single  hour  determines  the  fate  of  the  patient. 

From  the  great  depression  of  the  powers  of  life  in  congestive  fevers, 
many  physicians  forbid  the  use  of  the  lancet,  forgetting  that  life  is  not 
endangered  by  debility,  but  by  an  almost  stagnant  fulness  of  blood  in 
the  large  veins,  and  in  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  and  that  some  of  the 
blood  must  be  removed  before  the  balance  of  the  circulation  can  be  re- 
stored, and  the  heart  perform  its  proper  fimctions.  But  generally,  pre- 
vious to  bleeding,  the  patient  should  be  put  into  a  warm  bath  of  salt 
and  water,  a  few  degrees  above  blood  heat  ;  or  if  this  cannot  be  had, 
the  patient  should  be  wrapped  in  a  blanket  wrung  out  of  the  salt  and 
water,  as  warm  as  he  can  bear  it,  and  then  wrapped  in  another  dry 
blanket  or  sheet  and  put  into  a  warm  bed,  well  covered.  To  keep  up 
the  heat  of  the  extremities,  a  jug  of  warm  water  should  be  applied  to 
his  feet.  Some  have  preferred  billets  of  wood  taken  out  of  boiling  wa- 
ter, wrapped  in  flannel  and  applied  around  the  patient  when  in  bed  ; 
whilst  otiiers  prefer  sweating  by  means  of  the  spirit  lamp.  Either  of 
these  may  be  used,  according  to  the  fancy  or  convenience  of  the  practi- 
tioner. Frictions,  either  with  flannel  or  with  the  flesh  brush,  may  also 
be  employed  ;  and  if  the  oppression  is  very  great,  some  warm  wine  or 
brandy  and  water  may  be  given  at  the  same  time  ;  and  when,  by  these 
means,  the  circulation  of  the  skin  is  restored,  a  vein  should  be  opened 
and  a  moderate  quantity  of  blood  abstracted  whilst  the  patient  is  in  a 
recun)bent  position.  When  blood  cainiot  be  taken  from  a  vein,  it  may 
be  drawn  frou)  the  temporal  artery  ;  and  while  the  blood  is  flowing,  the 
physician  should  place  his  finger  upon  the  artery,  and  if  the  strength  of 
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the  arterial  pulsation  increases  as  the  hlooH  flows,  he  rnav  proceed  until 
from  twelve  to  twenty  ounces  are  taken  iVom  an  adult.  But  should  the 
pulse  2;row  weaker,  and  the  patient  discover  syniplonisof  faintinu;,  ii  is  i)ro- 
bably  at  too  laie  a  period  of  the  disease  to  bleed,  and  therefore  it  must  be 
immediately  stopped  ;  for  in  all  fevers  of  this  kind,  fainting  increases 
the  congestions  in  the  large  vessels,  and  consequently  increases  the 
danger  of  the  disease  ;  therefore  to  prevent  this  occurrence  a  spoonful  of 
the  warm  wine  or  bramly  and  water  should  be  occasionally  given 
during  the  process  of  bleeding.  In  this  manner  sufficient  blood  may  be 
abstracted  to  relieve  the  opjiression,  without  the  danger  of  a  fatal  collapse. 
The  blood  at  first  may  only  ooze  from  the  orifice,  gutlaiim,  but  gene- 
rally, with  a  little  patience,  a  stream  is  at  last  obtained.  After  bleeding, 
the  warm  wine  may  be  continued  until  some  degree  of  arterial  reaction 
takes  place  ;  with  the  same  intention,  also,  the  external  frictions,  with  the 
warm  and  steam  bath,  may  be  continued  until  reaction  is  fairly  estab- 
lished. In  the  mean  lime  calomel,  from  one  to  ten  grains,  should  be 
given  every  hour,  and  stimulating  injections  of  salt  and  water  thrown  up 
the  rectum,  and  repeated  every  hour  until  the  bowels  are  thoroughly 
evacuated,  when  the  injections  may  be  suspended,  and  the  calomel  con- 
tinued in  smaller  doses,  and  given  at  longer  intervals,  until  a  healthy  se- 
cretion of  the  liver  and  a  copious  flow  of  bile  is  induced,  when  the  dan- 
ger of  the  disease  may  be  considered  as  having  passed  away,  especially 
if  a  universal  excitement  has  taken  place,  and  all  the  secreting  organs 
have  resumed  their  healthy  action — for  nothing  tends  niore  effectually  to 
remove  congestions,  than  a  due  performance  of  the  healthy  functions  of 
these  organs.  The  buffy  coat  of  the  blood  appears  only  in  diseases  of 
increased  arterial  action  ;  therefore  in  congestive  fever  it  is  without  the 
inflammatory  crust,  but  this  is  no  test  of  the  necessity  of  bleeding. 
Where  general  bleeding  cannot  be  practised,  it  is  often  extremely  benefi- 
cial to  apply  leeches  to  the  temples,  throat,  lungs,  or  the  region  of  the  sto- 
mach or  liver,  whenever  either  of  these  organs  is  particularly  imj)licated  ; 
they  may  also  be  employed  after  general  depletion  has  been  omitted,  when 
any  one  of  these  organs  appears  to  suffer  very  much  from  the  complaint. 

Let  the  physician  always  bear  in  mind  that  in  the  first  stage  of  con- 
gestive fevers  the  system  is  not  exhausted,  but  oppressed ;  and  if  the 
first  stage  pursues  its  course  unmolested,  a  universal  collapse,  accom- 
panied with  a  disorganization  of  the  viscera,  always  follows;  hence  a 
judicious  a[)plication  of  remedies  in  the  first  stage  affords  the  only  chance 
for  recovery. 

The  old  practice  of  stimulating  in  scarlet  fever  is  fast  giving  place  to 
the  more  rational  practice  of  depletion  amongst  all  sorts  of  practitioners 
who  read  and  reflect  nnich,  and  the  result  is,  that  few  now  die,  in  com- 
parison with  the  former  numbers.  ^ 

The  successful  treatment  of  congestive  fevers  long  ago  recommended 
by  Sydenham,  seems  to  have  been  forgotten  by  the  practitioners  of 
Europe  and  America.  "  But  if  it  be  inferred,"  says  he,  "  that  there 
is  some  malignity  in  the  case,  not  only  from  the  purple  spots,  but  also 
from  finding  the  symptoms  of  the  fever  niilder  sometimes  than  should 
seem  agreeable  to  its  nature,  whilst  notwithstanding,  the  patient  is  more 
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debilitated  than  could  be  expected  for  the  litne,  1  answer  that  all  these 
symptoms  only  proceed  from  nature  being,  in  a  manner,  oppressed,  and 
overcome  by  the  fitst  attack  of  the  disease,  so  as  not  to  raise  regular 
symptoms  adequate  to  the  violence  of  the  fever ;  all  appearances  being 
quite  irregular.  From  the  animal  economy  being  disordered,  and  in  a 
manner  destroyed,  the  fever  is  thereby  depressed,  which  in  the  true 
natural  order  rises  higher.  I  remember  to  have  met  with  an  instance  of 
this  kind,  several  years  ago,  in  a  young  man  1  then  attended  ;  for  though 
he  seemed  in  a  manner  expiring,  the  outward  parts  feit  so  cool  that  I 
could  not  persuade  the  attendants  he  had  a  fever,  which  could  not  dis- 
engage and  show  itself  clearly,  because  the  vessels  were  so  full  as  to  ob- 
struct the  motions  of  the  blood.  However  I  said  they  would  soon  see 
the  fever  rise  high  enough  upon  bleeding  him.  Accordingly,  after  taking 
away  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  as  violent  a  fever  appeared  as  I  ever 
met  with,  and  it  did  not  go  off  until  bleeding  had  been  used  three  or 
four  times." — Swan's  Sydenham,  page  567. 

This  practice  of  Sydenham  has  been  successfully  applied  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  congestive  form  of  scarlatina,  and  the  following  case,  treated 
by  Dr.  Howell,  is  so  much  in    point,  we  take  the  liberty  to  transcribe  it. 

"  After  a  long  march  in  wet  weather,  a  lieutenant,  of  rather  a  full 
habit,  aged  18  years,  was  seized  with  scarlatina,  and  the  eruption  re- 
ceded on  the  second  day.  He  grew  gradually  worse  ;  delirium  came  on, 
followed  by  subsultus  tendinum  to  an  alarming  degree,  and  he  picked 
the  bed  clothes,  and  raved  incessantly  for  four  nights  and  three  days. 
A  dozen  leeches  had  been  applied  to  his  head  previous  to  the  occur- 
rence of  the  delirium,  and  the  cold  affusion  and  purgatives  had  been  re- 
setted to  in  vain.  In  this  almost  hopeless  state,  the  pulse  evidently 
sinking,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  scarcely  to  be  felt,  the  temporal  ar- 
tery was  opened,  as  the  most  rational  and  only  chance  of  relief.  For 
some  time  the  blood  scarcely  trickled  down  his  cheek,  and  the  motion  of 
the  artery  was  not  perceptible.  In  a  few  minutes,  however,  the  pulsa- 
tions became  evident  ;  the  artery,  every  instant,  seemed  to  be  regaining 
its  strength,  and  the  blood  was  at  last  thrown  to  the  distance  of  a  foot 
or  more.  So  instructive  a  lesson  could  not  be  disregarded  ;  and  to  have 
bled  by  ounces,"  continues  Dr.  Howell,  "  might  have  terrified  us  before 
relief  was  half  obtained  ;  we  therefore  persevered  until  the  circulation 
was  relieved,  and  the  heart  more  equable  in  its  action.  The  young 
man  became  more  tranquil,  and  in  a  few  hours  fell  into  a  profound  sleep, 
which  lasted  nearly  twenty-four  hours.  He  awoke  from  every  symp- 
tom, and  recovered  in  a  most  rapid  manner.  The  blood  taken  away 
weighed  fifty-three  ounces  and  a  half." 

"  This  case,"  says  Dr.  Armstrontr,  "may  be  paralleled,  but  cannot 
be  surpassed  in  interest ;  and  no  lover  of  medical  science  or  of  human 
nature  can  peruse  it  without  a  feeling  of  admiration  towards  the  man 
who  suggested  and  applied  the  retnedy.  Under  such  circumstances, 
most  practitioners  would  have  had  recourse  to  diflusible  stimulants,  and 
the  patient  would  have  perished  from  the  congestion,  and  from  the  prac- 
tice pursued." — Armstrong  on  Scarlet  Fever,  page  62. 

£Tc  be  continued.] 
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DIETETICS— DR.   ALCOTT'S    WORK —No.  IT. 
[Communicated  for  the   Boston    Medical    and   Siir!iir;il  Jonrniil.] 

There  is  probably  no  country  of  equal  extent  in  the  world,  where  the 
average  of  human  life  is  so  great  as  in  New  England.  Probably  the 
deaths  in  our  country  villages  do  not,  on  an  average,  amount  to  more 
than  one  in  seventy,  annually.  Foreigners  have  been  often  sinprised, 
on  going  into  our  burying  grounds,  at  the  large  proportion  of  persons 
who  have  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  and  upwards.  Probably  one  in  si.x 
of  those  born  in  New  England  lives  to  the  age  of  seventy,  and  perhaps 
one  in  ten  to  that  of  eighty  years.  It  is  true,  there  may  be,  among  us, 
fewer  instances  of  extreme  longevity,  or  of  those  who  survive  and  pass 
their  hundredth  year,  than  in  some  other  countries ;  but  this  is  not  in- 
consistent with  the  facts  I  have  stated.  Tiie  number  of  ceniennarians 
to  be  found  among  the  slave  population  at  the  South,  is  remarkable. 
Their  proportional  number  is  many  times  greater  than  among  the  New 
Englanders ;  and  yet,  the  latter  are  much  longer  lived,  on  the  average, 
than  the  slaves  of  the  South.  Besides,  it  ought  to  be  considered  that 
human  life  is  of  comparatively  little  value  after  the  period  of  seventy  or 
seventy-five  ;  for  at  that  age,  at  the  latest,  man's  faculties  begin  to  un- 
dergo a  rapid  decline — his  activity  and  energy  and  power  of  endurance 
are  gone,  and  his  usefulness  nearly  at  an  end. 

Not  only  are  the  New  Englanders  long-lived,  but  they  are,  as  a  body, 
healthy,  hardy,  stout,  muscular,  fully  developed  in  body,  and  well  formed 
(I  speak,  more  especially,  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  thefn — that  por- 
tion which  constitutes  the  great  mass  of  the  population).  In  these  par- 
ticulars there  is  no  people  that  excels  them. 

When  we  recollect  the  things  which  have  been  alluded  to,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  take  into  consideration  the  well-known,  and,  for  the  present 
purpose,  all-important  fact,  that  these  same  New  Englanders  are  what 
may  be  called  the  freest  and  best  livers  on  the  globe,  have  an  abundance 
of  all  the  good  things  of  the  world,  and  partake  of  flesh  and  fish  and 
fowl  liberally,  none  being  so  poor  as  to  be  unable  to  obtain  these  neces- 
saries of  life,  as  they  would  be  called — when,  1  say,  we  consider  all 
these  things,  and  the  obvious  conclusions  to  be  derived  from  them,  it 
seems  folly  to  be  wasting  the  breath,  to  be  preaching  and  prating  forever 
about  the  perils  of  good  living,  and  the  dangers  of  eating  flesh.  Surely 
that  kind  of  diet  and  those  modes  of  living  cannot  be  the  worst  in  the 
world,  cannot  be  very  injurious,  which  are  attended  by  such  happy  and 
healthful  results.  Were  animal  food  as  poisonous,  as  noxious  to  health 
and  life,  as  the  bran-bread  gentlemen  would  persuade  us  to  believe,  why 
was  not  the  universal  yankee-nation  long  ago  extinct  ?  How  can  they 
have  a  face  to  live,  year  after  year,  in  the  face  of  such  very  excellent 
reasons  for  dying  every  day  ?  How  does  it  happen  that  the  very  peo- 
ple who  eat  a  greater  proportion  of  flesh  than  any  other,  and  whose 
habits  are,  consefjuenily,  worse  than  any  other,  have,  at  the  same  time, 
better  health,  longer  life,  more  robust  bodies,  and  a  little  shrewder  minds, 
than  any  other  ?  I  feel  curious  to  know  how  Dr.  Alcott  will  answer 
these  questions — how  he  will  reconcile  these  fads  with  the  dogmas  he 
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preaches.  Will  he  attempt  to  reconcile  them  ? — or  will  he  not  rather 
lead  us  aside  to  hear  Mr.  Graham's  opinions,  and  then  endeavor  to 
amuse  us  with  some  practical  illustrations  of  the  effects  of  hran-bread 
and  dried  apples,  spreading  out  before  us  his  own  case,  and  then,  in  long 
array,  the  cases  of  half  a  dozen  gaunt,  wry-faced,  lantern-jawed,  ghost- 
ly-looking invalids,  who,  he  declares,  are  so  many  walking  proofs  (those 
that  are  able  to  walk)  of  (he  beautiful  results  of  his  system  ? 

I  do  not  deny  that  a  man  n)ay  eat  too  much — that  many,  in  this  land 
of  plenty,  do  eat  too  u)uch — that  New  Englanders,  as  well  as  every 
other  people,  are  occasionally  intemperate  in  food  as  well  as  in  drink. 
But  I  do  deny  that  this  is  one  of  our  great  national  evils,  and  particularly 
aujong  our  agricultural  people — the  people  of  which  1  more  especially 
speak.  U  intemperance  of  the  kind  alluded  to  is  found  at  all,  it  is  not, 
as  a  general  rule,  among  the  mass  of  our  population — in  our  villages  and 
among  the  hardy  cultivators  of  the  soil ;  but  in  our  cities,  and  among 
professional  men,  and  those  of  sedentary  habits — those  of  impaired 
health  and  broken-down  stomachs.  It  is  not  those  who  are  well,  those 
who  have  good  appetites  which  they  are  accustomed  to  gratify,  thanking 
God  and  asking  no  questions,  who  are  in  danger  of  erring  either  in  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  their  food.  It  is  only  those  who  are  already  sick, 
whose  appetites  are  strong  and  bodies  weak,  that  require  the  check  of 
artificial  rules  and  admonitory  lessons.  The  sick,  it  may  be,  cannot  be 
trusted  with  the  plain  business  of  taking  their  food  in  the  way  that  na- 
ture seems  to  dictate  ;  but  the  well,  as  a  general  thing,  may  be  so 
trusted.  Tlie  appetite,  with  them,  is  a  safe  and  competent  guide.  With 
nothing  but  plain  fare  and  substantial  dishes,  such  as  are  found  among  our 
hardy  yeomanry,  there  is  no  danger  of  healthy  men  killing  themselves 
with  eating.  They  are  not  the  class  of  those  who  run  after  mountebank 
lecturers  on  health  for  advice.  They  are  not  to  be  benefited  by  the 
discoveries  of  certain  cranium-cracked  dyspeptics,  or  their  vaunted  sys- 
tem of  living.  They  have  within  themselves  a  sure  guide  to  which 
they  trust  themselves  at  the  table,  and  which  never  misleads  them  or 
jeopards  their  safety.  They  give  themselves  up  to  the  iiupulses  and 
checks  of  nature,  and  are  not  betrayed. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  many  persons  who  may  live, 
and,  it  may  be,  thrive,  on  an  exclusively  vegetable  diet.  Those  who 
take  little  bodily  exercise,  the  sedentary,  the  studious,  and  especially 
such  as  have  abstained  from  flesh  in  early  life  while  the  constitution  was 
forming,  may,  at  least,  very  often,  appear  well  nourished  without  the 
aid  of  animal  food.  Such  is  the  accommodating  power  of  the  human 
system,  such  its  success  in  resisting  or  overruling  all  sorts  of  influences, 
even  such  as  are  of  a  decidedly  noxious  tendency,  that  a  man  may  live, 
and  perhaps  grow  fat,  for  a  season,  on  almost  anything  which  contains 
the  materials  of  nutriment,  and  which  does  not  entirely  resist  the  action 
of  the  digestive  organs.  This  power  of  adaptation  to  circumstances 
will  preserve  us  harmless,  to  a  certain  extent,  and  within  certain  limits, 
whatever  the  situation  in  which  we  may  be  placed,  or  whatever  the 
habits  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  adopt.  We  may  live  in  Iceland  or 
under  the  equator.     We  may  take  more  or  less  food,  more  or  less  drink, 
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more  or  less  sleep,  and  more  or  less  exercise,  and  all  with  perfect  im- 
punity. It  is  very  true,  in  our  irre2;ulariiies,  we  must  not  pass  over  cer- 
tain liinils,  but  within  these  j)rescribed  bounds  we  may  range  about  at 
our  pleasure. 

Though  we  very  frequeiiily  meet  with  persons,  especially  women, 
who  get  along  very  well  without  animal  food,  sucli  persons,  on  careful 
inquiry,  will  generally  be  found  to  enjoy  very  imperfect  health.  What- 
ever may  be  the  reason,  it  is  almost  universally  the  fact  that  the  vegeta- 
ble-eaters among  us  (I  do  not  forget  what  Dr.  Alcolt  says  of  himselO 
are  a  very  complaining  sort  of  |)eople.  They  are  delicate,  nervous,  dys- 
peptic, and  unusually  susceptible  to  all  sorts  of  influences.  They  have 
sallow  or  pale  countenances,  a  lax  fibre,  little  muscular  strength,  and  are 
incapable  of  any  fatiguing  or  laborious  employment.  These  charac- 
teristics of  the  vegetable-livers  are,  doubtless,  very  often  the  result  of 
inadequate  nourishment,  depending  on  feeble  digestive  powers  and  innu- 
tritions diet. 

An  exclusive  vegetable  diet  is  sometimes  necessary  as  part  of  a  course 
of  medication.  Medical  men  are  in  the  habit  of  proscribing  animal  food 
in  a  great  variety  of  diseases.  In  certain  states  of  the  digestive  organs, 
and  in  some  kinds  of  dyspepsia,  nothing  but  the  simplest,  plainest  food 
can  be  borne.  In  chronic  gastritis,  flesh  or  fish  would  be  obviously  im- 
proper. There  are,  too,  certain  idosynciasies  (though  these  are  com- 
monly the  product  of  disease)  which  seem  to  require  the  vegetable  plan 
of  living. 

However  it  may  be  with  certain  persons,  invalids,  dyspeptics,  those  of 
delicate  health,  of  studious  habits,  or  sedentary  employments,  I  regard 
it  as  certain  that  a  change  in  the  dietetic  habits  of  the  mass  of  our  peo- 
ple, such  as  Dr.  Alcott  and  his  associates  are  endeavoring  to  effect, 
would  be  productive  of  great  evil.  It  is  true,  there  is  no  great  danger 
that  their  endeavors  will  be  crowned  with  success.  They  may  preach 
till  doom's  day  about  the  perils  of  eating  flesh,  or  the  exceilimcies  of 
the  bran-bread  system,  without  effecting  the  revolution  they  desire,  and 
without  being  nmch  followed  except  by  their  own  immediate  disciples. 
Nevertheless,  the  doctrines  they  advocate  are  false  and  of  injurious  ten- 
dency, and  serve  to  agitate,  unnecessarily,  the  public  mind.  Invalids 
who  attempt  to  follow  their  instructions  often  aggravate  their  complaints, 
while  those  in  health  are  plagued  and  irritated  by  the  incessant  croakings 
and  groanin'^s  of  a  sort  of  men  they  cannot  understand.  The  attention 
of  all,  sick  or  well,  is  tinned  to  their  health,  and  they  became  anxious 
to  know  what  they  shall  eat  and  what  they  shall  drink.  People  thus 
become  accustomed  to  think  about  themselves,  to  wauh  the  operation 
of  the  organs,  and  to  be  over  scrupulous  and  whimsical  about  their  food, 
and  drink,  and  whatever  concerns  their  bodies.  The  worst  thing  one 
can  possibly  do  to  a  sic-.k  person,  and  paiticniarly  a  dyspeptic,  is  to  set 
him  to  tinnking  about  his  own  complaints  ;  and  tire  surest  way  to  make 
a  well  man  sick  is  to  alarnr  him  about  his  health,  to  set  him  to  watching 
his  stomach  and  quarrelling  with  his  food. 

I  regard  a  great  majority  of  the  books  and  periodicals  which  have 
been  published  within  the  lust  dozen  years  on  health,  and  which  have 
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been  addressed  to  the  public,  as  so  ninny  nuisances.  They  have  caused 
and  aggravated,  beyond  calculation,  the  class  of  complaints  vvhicli  they 
were  intended  to  prevent  and  remove.  They  have  been  written,  gene- 
rally, by  misj^uided  men,  or  by  those  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  evils 
they  would  remedy,  of  the  inHuence  of  the  mind  upon  disease,  and  of 
one  function  upon  another.  The  authors  of  these  works,  it  is  true,  have 
sometimes  been  medical  men  ;  but  they  have  generally  been  mere 
M.D.'s — physicians  without  practice  and  without  knowledge.  Dr.  Al- 
cott  need  not  think  we  mean  him,  as  he  is  sometimes  apt  to  do  when 
the  class  of  books  spoken  of  is  alluded  to.  1  have  already  spoken  in  a 
complimentary  manner  of  his  labors.  With  those  compliments  he  must 
be  contented. 

(To  be  continued.) 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  transmit  with  pleasure  the  following  account  of  a  remarkable 
case  of  dropsy,  furnished  by  Dr.  J.  B.  VVIiiiridge,  of  Charleston,  Dr. 
W.  holds  an  eminent  rank  in  the  profession,  and  I  trust  that  the  pages 
of  the  Journal  will  often  be  favored  by  communications  frou)  such  a  dis- 
tinguished source.  Yours,  truly, 
Bosto7i,  October  16,  1838.  E.  J.  D. 

DROPSY. 

The  facts  of  the  following  interestinfi  and  remarkable  case  of  ascites, 
were  furnished  by  John  Whitridge,  M.D.,  of  Baltimore,  in  a  letter  to 
Josliua  B.  Wiiitridge,  JVl.D.,  of  Charleston,  President  of  the  Medical 
Society,  and  ex-officio  of  the  Medical  College  of  South  Carolina. 

Mrs.   A B ,  a  native   and   resident   of  Baltimore,   Md.,   of 

good  constitution  and  industrious  habits,  was  married  to  Mr.  G***** 
B******,  a  German  baker,  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  Mis- 
carried with  her  first  child,  at  three  months,  in  1820.  Second  child 
stillborn,  in  July,  1824.  Third,  a  son,  born  January,  1828,  and  now 
living.  Fourth,  also  a  son,  born  Jidy,  1829,  who  is  still  living.  Five 
months  before  the  birth  of  this  child,  Mrs.  B.  began  to  be  dropsical. 
She,  however,  continued,  according  to  her  own  account,  in  good  health 
and  condition,  but  of  a  gradually  increasing  size,  for  about  four  years. 
Having  now  become  too  bulky  either  for  comfort  or  activity — other 
means  having  proved  inefTectual — the  operation  of  paracentesis  abdomi- 
nis was  performed  by  Dr.  J.  Whitridge,  assisted  by  Dr.  Corbin  Amos, 
on  the  18th  of  May,  1833,  Mrs.  B.  then  being  forty-one  years  of  age. 
Dr.  W.  drew  off  eleven  gallons  of  serous  fluid,  with  immediate  and 
great  relief  to  the  abdominal  distention  of  his  patient,  but  not  with  an 
entire  reduction  of  her  enormous  corporeal  system — she  then  being  in 
the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy.  On  the  following  Thursday  evening, 
May  23d,  he  delivered  her  of  a  fine,  fully  developed,  healthy  boy, 
weighing  between  seven   and   eight  pounds,  which   Mrs.  B.  afterwards 
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nursed.     The  child,  however,  survived  but  four  or  five  weeks,  and  died 
of  a  bowel  affection. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Mrs.  B.  was  able  to  keep  about,  and  to  be  con- 
tinually employed,  up  to  the  very  day  of  the  operation.  Her  recovery 
was  rapid.  In  a  short  time  she  resumed  her  accustomed  exercise  and 
active  iiabits. 

It  may  be  here  observed,  that  the  subtraction  of  the  serous  fluid, 
neither  at  this  nor  any  subsequent  period,  although  it  of  course  relieved 
the  immediate  abdominal  distention,  and  reduced  the  volume  of  an  un- 
wieldy system,  did  not  increase  her  ability  for  active  exercise  and  use- 
fulness, in  the  domestic  relation — but  on  the  contrary,  she  was  weaker, 
felt  languid  after  every  operation,  and  less  disposed  to  attend  to  her  ac- 
customed avocations,  than  before.  The  presence  of  some  serous  fluid 
seemed  to  be  a  necessary  stimulus  to  her  system,  and  essential  to  health- 
ful exercise,  and  a  vigorous  performance  of  her  domestic  duties. 

A  very  slow  but  gradual  accumulation  of  water  look  place,  which  in- 
duced the  doctor  to  repeat  the  operation  on  the  21st  of  June,  1834. 
Four  gallons  only,  or  thirty-two  pints,  were  then  drawn  off,  after 
which  Mrs.  B.  continued  very  well  for  about  two  years.  But  by  the 
9th  of  July,  1836,  such  an  accumulation  of  water  had  taken  place  as  to 
render  another  operation  necessary,  to  which  the  doctor  had  recourse 
accordingly,  and  drew  off  eight  gallons  more.  On  the  8th  of  July, 
1837,  he  again  repeated  the  operation,  and  drew  off  six  gallons.  On 
the  7th  of  July,  1838,  having  no  confidence  in  any  remedial  agent, 
which  had  or  had  not  been  tried,  except  the  trocar — and  having  found, 
by  experience,  that  the  simple  operation  of  paracentesis  abdominis  was 
not  only  the  safest  and  easiest  mode  of  relief,  but  the  most  expeditious 
and  efficient  means  of  obtaining  the  desired  result — the  doctor  once 
more  had  recourse  to  it,  and  drew  off  six  and  a  half  gallons — making, 
in  all,  thirtij-Jive  and  a  half  gallons,  or  two  hundred  and  eighty-four 
pints,  of  aqueous  fluid,  which  was  subtracted  at  five  different  times, 
averaging  about  fifty-seven  pints  each  time,  during  a  period  of  between 
five  and  six  years,  in  a  disease  of  nearly  ten  years  standing. 

Mrs.  B.  is  now  forty-six  years  of  age,  has  not  menstruated  since  July 
last,  and  probably  will  not  again  have  a  regular  return  of  the  catamenia 
— this  never  before  having  been  interrupted.  She  is  free  from  anasar- 
ca, and  that  sallow  or  pale  and  doughy  fiice,  which  so  often  charac- 
terizes hydroiiic  subjects  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  a  clear  skin,  a  bright 
animated  countenance,  indicating  a  cheerful  mind.  She  is  apparently 
free  from  any  gastric  or  he[)atic  difficulties,  and  their  attendant  train  of 
dyspeptic  symptoms ;  eats  and  drinks  without  restraint,  and  with  good 
appetite,  digests  well,  and  has  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  blessing  of  com- 
fortable sleep  ;  goes  to  market,  walks  all  over  town  when  necessary, 
attends  to  all  the  business  of  domestic  and  private  life,  not  excepting 
that  connected  with  her  husband's  calling  ;  takes  as  much  exercise  in 
her  sphere  of  action,  as  is  consistent  with  the  promotion  or  the  preser- 
vation of  the  highest  health  ;  suffers  no  material  inconvenience  from  a 
flaccid  state  of  the  pnrietes  of  the  abdomen,  and  is  not  mentally  dis- 
tressed by  not  having  a  form  as  sylph- like  as  some  of  her  sex  ;  in  short, 
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considers    herself  quite  well,  regarding,  however,  a  recurrence  of  her 
symptoms   as   problematical.     But  whether  they  will  ever  return,  must 
be  left  to  the  revelation  of  time — to  which    we  so  often  look,  and  upon 
which  we  so  much  rely,  for  the  development  of  important  truth. 
October  lOih,  1838. 
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DR.   HARLAN'S   CABINET. 

A  CATALOGUE  of  Dr.  Richard  Harlan's  private  collection  in  compara- 
tive anatomy,  advertised  for  sale  at  Philadelphia,  shows  that  he  is  of- 
fering a  valuable  cabinet  to  the  first  man  or  institution  in  want  of  it. 
Unless  disposed  of  by  private  sale  within  a  month  or  two,  at  farthest,  he 
proposes  carrying  it  to  Europe,  where  he  intends  to  remain  two  or  three 
years.  There  are  articles,  and  some  of  them  of  rare  value,  amounting 
in  all  to  700  specimens.  First,  there  are  thirty  skeletons  of  animals, 
birds,  &c.,  including  the  bones  of  a  horse  22  hands  high,  and  the  skele- 
ton of  a  man  6  feet  high,  as  a  rider.  Ne.xt,  41  skulls,  each  one  possess- 
ing rare  interest,  either  on  account  of  its  individual  history,  or  the  race 
of  men  to  which  it  belonged.  Besides,  there  are  102  skulls  of  animals, 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  same  order  and  of  equal  value  in 
America.  The  immense  number  of  teeth,  and  preparations  in  spirit,  to- 
gether with  the  fossil  remains  of  extinct  families  of  animals,  are  too  nu- 
merous for  specification  in  this  place.  In  this  group  are  200  labelled 
specimens  from  fossil  bones,  shells,  &c.,  illustrative  of  Whealand  and 
Tilgate  forest,  and  100  of  the  chalk  fossils,  in  England. 

If  the  Natural  History  Society  of  Boston  cannot  afford  to  purchase 
this  rare  museum,  we  would  suggest  that  the  University,  with  its  ample 
means,  take  it  into  keeping.  It  would  indeed  be  lamentable  to  have  it 
distributed  piece-meal  through  the  earth.  If  there  are  no  institutions 
in  this  city  sufficiently  alive  to  their  own  interests  to  secure  this  treasure, 
have  we  not  individuals  abundantly  provided  with  the  means  for  indulging 
themselves  with  such  valuable  materials  for  studying  the  works  of  their 
Creator  ?  We  are  unwilling  to  admit  there  is  not  enterprise  enough,  in 
New  England,  at  least,  to  save  this  collection  whole  in  the  country 
where  it  has  been  formed. 


Compound  Sliding  Truss. — Dr.  Fletcher  has  invented  an  ingenious 
instrument,  a  model  of  which  has  been  recently  completed,  which  seems 
to  combine  the  advantages  of  Dr.  Chase's  with  those  of  Drs.  Corbett's 
and  Gregory's.  In  calling  it  a  compound  sliding  truss  we  may  have  ap- 
plied a  wrong  name — and  one  for  which  Dr.  Fletcher  may  not  feel  at  all 
oblit^ed  ;  still,  the  manner  of  lengthening  the  spring  by  sliding  one 
portion  over  the  other,  and  the  self-adjusting  character  of  the  pad,  which 
is  of  wood,  together  with  several  curious  combinations  of  springs,  wheels, 
teeth   and  screws,  seemed  to  indicate  the  above  cognomen  as  most  ex.- 
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pressive.  As  soon  as  the  instrument  is  ready  for  the  public,  accompa- 
nied by  drawings,  illustrative  of  the  mode  of  ap|)licati<)n,  the  inventor 
intends  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  physicians  and  surgeons.  On  the 
whole  it  may  be  regarded  in  the  liLjht  of  an  improvement  ;  and  this  we 
are  constrained  to  admit,  notwithstanding  the  great  perfection  we  have 
heretofore  believed  had  been  attained  in  truss-making.  There  is  no 
reason  why  Dr.  Fletcher  should  not  reap  the  benefit  of  this  mechanico- 
philosophical  contrivance,  which  professes  to  relieve  a  most  serious  mis- 
fortune. From  appearances,  the  cost  will  not  be  high,  which  is  much  in 
its  favor.  Like  artilicial  teeth,  as  a  general  rule,  trusses  have  cost  more 
than  they  were  worth.  If  this  one  can  be  sold  reasonably,  there  is  no 
fear  for  its  destiny.      But  more  hereafter  on  this  subject. 


Dr.  Luzeiiburg. — It  is  not  our  intention  to  enter  into  an  examination  of 
the  causes  which  produced  the  expulsion  of  Dr.  Luzenburg  from  the 
Physico-JNledical  Society  of  iSew  Orleans,  as  narrated  in  the  printed 
manifesto  which  is  now  before  the  public.  Of  one  fact  there  cannot  be 
a  single  doubt,  viz.,  that  he  must  have  greatly  disgusted  a  body  of  high- 
minded  men  in  the  City  of  JN'esv  Orleans,  to  have  compelled  the  associa- 
tion to  act  with  such  decision.  And  were  it  not  true  that  he  had  for- 
feited all  claims  to  respect,  both  as  a  gentleman  and  professional  man,  it 
seems  impossible  that  there  could  have  been  such  spontaneous  opposition 
manifested  towards  one  whom  the  members  had  delighted  to  houor. 


Essex  Soutkern  Medical  Association. — The  police  regulations  of  this 
"Society,  whose  place  of  meeting  is  at  Salem,  is  a  compact  little  pamphlet, 
which  seems  to  have  been  printed  a  considerable  time,  though  we  never 
happened  to  receive  one  till  last  week.  It  principally  relates  to  consul- 
tations, interferences,  differences  of  physicians,  discouragement  of  quack- 
ery, conduct  for  the  support  of  the  medical  character.  Sec,  which  if  strictly 
complied  with  by  the  members,  must  long  ago  have  made  them  the  hap- 
piest people  in  the  profession.  It  is  understood  that  there  is  a  fine  library, 
perhaps  a  cabinet  and  a  series  of  interesting  records.  Dr.  Peirson,  or 
some  of  his  neighboring  brethren,  will  much  oblige  us  by  transmitting 
some  account  of  the  history  of  the  association  and  the  results  of  its  labors. 


Medical  Miscellany. — In  no  former  year  have  the  people  of  the  beauti- 
ful island  of  St.  Croix  enjoyed  such  uniform  good  health  as  the  present. 
Although  the  weather  has  been  exceedingly  hot,  the  thermometer  has 
never  ranged,  at  any  time  of  day,  above  71  degrees.  A  writer  says 
that  he  does  not  know  of  a  single  death  by  fever,  unless  some  European 
sailor  may  have  lost  his  life  in  that  way,  induced  by  imprudent  conduct. 
— Dr.  VV.  VV.  Gerhard,  of  Philadelphia,  a  gentleman  whose  name  is  fa- 
miliar to  the  profession,  has  become  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Medical 
Kxamincr.  'J'liis  periodical  contains  a  list  of  all  the  surgical  cases  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Jlospital,  with  the  immediate  treatment  adopted. — In  a  no- 
tice of  Dr.  Charles  Hooker's  essay  on  the  relation  between  the  respira- 
tory and  circulating  functions,  published  in  the  last  volume  of  this  Jour- 
nal, the  editor  of  the  Louisville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  says 
— "  This  is  a  very  able  paper  on  a  subject  but  little  understood.  The 
observations    are  correct,  reasoning  accurate,  and   inferences  logical.'* 
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Of  Dr.  Davenport's  case  of  laceration  of  the  iris,  he  says — "  Under  all 
the  circumstances  it  may  be  regarded  a  very  interesting  case,  and  one 
which  speaks  very  commendably  of  the  surgeon." — We  karn,  by  the 
papers,  that  tije  operation  of  tying  the  subclavian  artery  was  successfully 
performed,  lately,  by  Dr.  G.  H.  White,  of  Hudson,  N.  Y.  We  should 
be  pleased  to  publish  a  report  of  the  case,  from  the  operator. — A  dread- 
ful mortality  is  represented  to  be  raging  among  the  emigrant  Indians. — 
A  case  is  related,  in  a  jS'ew  York  paper,  of  the  spontaneous  bursting  of 
the  digital  arteries  of  the  middle  finger  of  the  left  hand,  on  the  second 
joint.  Dr.  Bostwick,  the  surgeon,  cauterized  the  wound,  and  in  eight 
days  the  finger  was  well. — A  Dr.  Foitz  is  said  to  be  preparing  a  work  on 
the  effects  of  climate  and  isothermal  influence. — The  scurvy  has  broken 
out  in  the  vessels  of  the  French  blockading  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  which  has  proved  very  destructive  to  the  seamen  and  officers. 
It  is  also  announced  that  the  yellow  fever  has  appeared  and  proved  fatal 
to  some  of  the  prominent  officers  of  the  expedition. — Cases  of  plague 
have  appeared  near  Constantinople,  and  the  Government  was  unusually 
active,  by  the  last  advices,  in  trying  to  stay  its  progress. — Dr.  John 
Torrey,  of  ISew  York,  is  about  publishing  a  large  work  on  botany,  in 
three  closely  printed  octavo  volumes,  at  $4,50  per  volume. — There  has 
not  been  much  abatement  of  sickness  at  Peoria,  Illinois,  for  some  weeks. 
Many  valuable  lives  have  been  lost  by  the  prevalence  of  the  present  epi- 
demic.— A  donation  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  from  the  late  William  E. 
Payne,  has  been  received  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary 
in  this  city. — Gaudaloupe  seems  to  have  suffered,  to  a  very  severe  ex- 
tent, the  present  season,  by  yellow  fever.  The  European  oflScers  con- 
nected with  the  military  force  were  all  swept  off  in  the  latter  part  of  July. 
— Several  persons  have  died  in  England,  of  late,  by  taking  excessive 
quantities  of  Morison's  pills. — It  is  now  positively  announced  that  the 
yellow  fever  has  nearly,  if  not  wholly,  disappeared  from  Charleston,  and 
strangers  can  go  there  with  impunity. 

Q]/^  Hosack's  Practice  of  Physic,  Mr.  Combe's  translation  of  a  treatise  on  the 
Functions  of  the  Cerebellum,  and  an  account  of  a  late  meeting  of  the  British 
Provincial  Medical  Association,  with  other  favors,  will  have  early  attention. 

Died, — At  St.  Johns,  N.  B.,  deeply  regretted,  Dr.  Thomas  Paddock,  a  distin- 
guished physician  and  surgeon,  aged  48. — At  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Dr.  J.  W.  Valen- 
tine, late  of  Charlestown,  an  estimable  man. — At  Canaan,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Columbus 
Gates,  34,  late  of  Boston. 

Whole  niiinber  of  deaths  in  Bnston  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  3,  35.     Mules,  J7 — females,  18. 

Of  consiiriiption,  3— burn,  1— disease  of  the  head,  I  — fits,  1 — rheumalic  fever,  1— typhous  fever,  1 
— inflammation,  1 — scarlet  fever,  2 — croup,  4 — pleurisy  fever,  I — teething,  2 — hooping  cough,  2 — 
cancer,  1 — old  age,  1 — brain  fever,  1 — diarrhoea,  1 — canker,  1 — child  bed,  2 — inflammation  of  the 
bowels,  1 — chronic  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  1  — accidental,  1— stillborn,  4. 


NEW   LEECH   ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  medical  profession  are  hereby  informed  that  the  subscriber  has  made  such  arrangements  that  he 
will  be  able  to  supply  them  with  the  best  Foreign  Leeches,  at  the  lowest  market  price.  They  will  be 
safelv  put  up  in  bo.xes,  with  the  clay  in  which  tliey  were  imported.  Physicians  may  be  certain  that 
careful  attention  will  be  given  to  their  orders.  SETH  VV.  FOWLE, 

Oct.  17— lyeop  33  Prince  St.  corner  of  Salem  St.  Boston. 

AN   EXCELLENT   CHANCE   FOR   A   PHYSICLAN. 

The  subscriber,  the  only  physician  in  the  town,  offers  his  stand  for  sale,  situated  in  Lenipster,  N.  H. 
in  a  pleasant  village,  consisting  of  an  excellent  two  story  house,  well  finislied  and  nearly  new,  with 
a  back  kitchen,  wood  house  and  barn,  so  constructed  as  to  make  it  a  very  desirable  situation  for  a 
physician — a  good  well  of  water  under  cover  by  the  kitchen  door.  About  one  acre  of  land,  under 
high  cultivation.  The  town  contains  over  1000  inhabitants.  Nearest  physician  from  five  to  seven 
and  a  half  miles.    Price  less  than  $1000.  Oct.  17— 3t  TRUiMAN  ABELL. 
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ALBANY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  course  of  lecliires  in  ilii:*  liijtitulion  will  cmmiience  on  WtDriESDAT,  the  2d  of  January, 
1839,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  'I'lie  new  and  cAiensive  College  edifice,  which  has  heen  com- 
pleted during  the  past  summer,  is  siluuied  in  a  central  position,  and  in  arcliilectural  character,  di- 
iiiensiuiis,  and  internal  arrangement,  is  admirably  adajited  to  the  purposes  nf  medical  instruction. 
The  museum  of  tlie  iii-ititution  occupies  a  room  til'iy  t'eetsquare,  two  stones  high,  with  a  gallery, and 
glass  cases  above  and  below.  It  is  luriiislied  with  an  extensive  and  choice  collection  of  specimens 
in  healthy  anil  morbid  anatomy,  together  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  magnitied  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparalion  necessary  to  illustrate  the  departments  of  Anatdiiiy  and  Phy- 
siology, £>urgery  and  Obstetrics.  The  other  departments  are  provided  with  ample  means  for  illustra- 
tion, and  with  all  the  aiiparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  The  Anatomical  Theatre,  which  will  be  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  branches, 
is  tifty  feet  square,  with  seats  for  100  persons,  arranged  in  a  circular  manner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  which  is  lighted  by  a  large  dome  and  sky-light  immediately  above  it.  I'he  dissecting  rooms, 
whicii  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  by  whom  every  facility  will  be  provided  for  the  cultivation  of  practical 
anatomy  and  operative  surgery. 

The  (Jlieiiiic:il  Laboratory  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  desisnod.  'J'he  course  in  Chemistry  and  Aatural  History  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnished  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Botany,  and  to  some 
extent  in  Comparative  Anatomy.  In  .Materia  Medica  and  Aledical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designed  to  exiiibil  as  many  facts  and  illustrations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  a  demonslraiive  one. 

There  will  be  clinical  instruction  in  Surgery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  .Vlmshouse,  wliete  there  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  All  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  all  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by 
other  medical  institutions  of  the  State,  will  be  secured  to  the  graduate.  The  requirements  of  candi- 
dates for  graduation  are  Hie  same  as  at  other  institutions. 

The  lectures  in  the  different  departments  will  be  delivered  as  follows: 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by         -        -        -        -         Alden  .March,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Meilicine,  by      -----     David  .M.  Reese,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Watura!  History,  by     -----        Ebenezer  Emmons,  .M.D. 

Analomy  and  Physiology,  by  ------     James  H.  Ahmsby,  M.i). 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  vVomen  and  Children,  by       -        Henky  Greene,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by         -----    Daviu  .M.  .M'Lachlan,  M.D. 

Medical  Jniispnidence,  by  ------         Amos  Dean,  Esq. 

The  price  of  tickets  to  all  I  he  lectures  is  $65.  Graduation  fee,  .§20.  .Matiiculation  fee,  $5.  Dissect- 
ing fee,  $.).  Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  any  incorporated  institution,  are  required  to  pay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 

The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  $-2,M  to  :$il,00  per  week. 

Albany,  1836.  031*  J.  H.  AR.MSBY,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Bioelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  .-----..    Dr.  Reynolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  ('hemistry,  by-------        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physiology  and  Patludosy,  by   --------     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throiigliout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
antl  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  Aledical  Leciures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JAt'OH   KIGELUiV, 

EUWAKD  KEV.N'OLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.   HIJ.MIMIREYS  STORER, 

Aiig22-ep3m  OLIVER  VV.  HOL.MES. 

~~  PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  arc  associated  for  the  purpose  of  piving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  They  will  be  admiiled,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly prcseiils  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  where  opportunities  will  be  atlbrded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  oppiirtiinities  for  the  study  of  Practical  .Annloniy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  atlbrded  for 
acquiring  a  personiil  acqiiainlnnre  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Instiuctlon  by  exami- 
nations or  lerhires  will  be  given  in  the  dilft^renl  blanches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  rnivcrsiiy.  liooks,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  GBORi;!-:  C.  SHATTUCK, 

WALTER  CHA.NM.NG, 
JOHN  WARE, 

Oct:u-f|.tf  (;kok(;e  w.  otis,  Jr. 

WI.MSLOW  LKWIS,  Jr. 
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DR.   FULLER'S    PRIZE     DISSERTATION    ON    SCARLATINA    ANGINOSA. 

(Continued  from  page  219.) 

Water. — In  the  inflammatory  forni  of  scarlatina,  cold  water,  in  tlie  form 
of  affusion  or  sponging,  may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  rnosl  important 
of  known  remedies  ;  and  if  faithfully  applied,  and  repeated  as  often  as 
the  skin  becomes  excessively  hot,  it  will  lower  the  pulse,  prevent  deli- 
rium, and  for  the  most  part  answer  the  same  purpose  as  bleeding. 
Hence,  physicians  who  are  averse  to  the  employment  of  bloodletting  in 
this  disease,  may  substitute  the  affusion  or  sponging  with  cold  water. 
Whenever  affusion  cannot  be  practised,  sponging  with  cold  water,  or 
with  water  and  vinegar,  properly  applied,  and  repeated  as  often  as  the 
heat  of  the  skin  requires,  will  produce  nearly  the  same  sood  effect  as 
the  affusion,  and  generally  both  the  patient  and  his  attendants  will 
prefer  it.  The  use,  however,  of  cold  water  should  be  confined  to  the 
stage  of  excitement  only  ;  and  as  soon  as  that  is  fairly  developed,  the 
application  of  cold  water  may  be  commenced. 

Tl)e  combination  of  cold  water  and  vinegar,  in  the  proportion  of  two 
parts  of  the  former  to  one  of  the  latter,  we  believe  is  more  effectual  in 
reducing  the  heat  of  the  surface  than  water  by  itself;  and  if  the  affu- 
sion or  sponging  is  repeated  six  or  eight  times  in  the  twenty-four  iiours, 
during  the  few  first  days  of  intense  excitement,  it  never  (ails  to  reduce 
the  fever  and  to  obviate  the  fatal  tendency  of  the  disease,  and  is  the 
best  substitute  for  the  lancet  of  any  remedy  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted. In  ordinary  cases  it  may  not  only  be  employed  as  a  substi- 
tute for  bleeding,  but  in  the  highly  inflatnmatory  scarlatina  in  conjunc- 
tion with  it,  when  the  detraction  of  much  less  blood  will  be  required. 
In  the  evening  exacerbation  of  the  fever,  when  delirium  often  occurs, 
we  have  seen  it  removed  in  the  course  of  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  by 
the  application  of  the  cold  water — the  febrile  excitement  abates,  and 
we  have  often  noticed  a  reduction  of  twenty  or  thirty  pulsations  in  a 
minute  whilst  under  the  influence  of  the  sponging.  Some  physicians 
object  to  the  use  of  cold  fluids  in  this  way,  fearing  that  it  may  cause 
the  rash  to  recede  and  occasion  all  the  trouble  whicii  is  known  to  follow 
the  retrocession  of  the  efflorescence  in  that  form  of  the  disease  which 
is  accompanied  with  a  congestive  typhus  ;  but  we  have  prescribed  it  in 
many  hundred  cases  during  the  period  of  excitement,  and  always  with 
much  relief  to  the  patient,  and  not  in  a  single  instance  has  it  proved 
injurious,  nor  caused  the  rash  to  recede  ;  and  it  is  probable,  if  injury 
has  ever  followed  its  application,  it  was  either  continued  beyond  the 
15 
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period  of  excitement,  or  improperly  prescribed  in  the  congestive  forms 
of  scarlatina,  which  are  unaccompanied  with  a  stage  of  excitement ; 
therefore  in  ti)at  case  it  would  increase  the  internal  congestions,  and 
consequenily  the  danger  of  the  disease. 

The  affusion  may  be  performed  by  pouring  a  pail  full  of  cold  water 
into  a  sieve  held  over  the  patient's  head,  whilst  standing  in  a  large  tub. 
But  it  is  often  inconvenient  to  employ  the  affusion,  or  the  patient  may 
be  unable  to  stand,  in  which  case  sponging  the  body  all  over  with  the 
cold  fluid  may  be  substituted  for  the  affusion.  During  the  whole  period 
of  excitement  the  head  should  be  kept  constantly  wet,  by  means  of 
folded  clothes  wet  in  cold  water  and  vinegar,  and  renewed  as  often  as 
they  become  warm. 

In  the  scarlatina  accompanied  with  a  congestive  typhus,  when  the 
rash  does  not  come  out,  or  when  it  recedes  soon  after  it  has  made  its 
appearance,  every  means  in  our  power  should  be  employed  to  recall  the 
eruption  to  the  surface,  by  stimulating  frictions,  baths  of  warm  water 
saturated  with  the  muriate  of  soda,  or  the  warm  diluted  aqua  regia  bath, 
or  the  steam  or  spirit  bath,  or  any  of  the  forms  of  bath  above  men- 
tioned. Either  of  these  may  be  employed  three  or  four  times  in  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours,  until  the  capillaries  are  excited,  reaction 
takes  place,  the  internal  congestions  are  removed,  and  the  circulation 
equalized.  Frictions  should  accompany  the  bathing,  and  ofien  stimu- 
lants during  the  detraction  of  blood,  as  before  recommended.  Also 
frictions  on  the  chest  and  back,  with  from  six  to  twenty  drops  of  croton  oil 
twice  daily,  will  bring  back  the  rash,  or  cause  an  eruption  resembling  it, 
and  afford  relief  to  tiie  congested  organs. 

The  late  Dr.  Perkins,  of  tractorizing  memory,  in  the  treatment  of 
scarlatina,  placed  his  whole  dependence  upon  the  internal  use  and 
external  application  of  vinegar  saturated  with  common  salt.  The 
external  application  was  joined  with  frictions  with  flannel,  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  surface  was  cold  it  was  employed  warm,  and  combined 
with  the  acetous  tincture  of  capsicum  ;  also  the  capsicum  was  given 
internally  with  the  salt  and  vinegar.  When  given  in  large  doses  it  often 
proved  emetic  and  cathartic,  which  tended  to  equalize  the  circulation  and 
the  excitement.  In  an  epidemic  malignant  scarlatina,  some  forty  years 
since,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the  practitioners  of  those  days  em- 
ployed the  then  popular  remedies  of  bark  and  wine,  and  the  result  of 
their  practice  was,  that  four  out  of  five  died  of  the  disease.  When  the 
epidemic  was  at  its  height,  Dr.  Perkins  visited  that  region  and  prescribed 
his  favorite  salt,  pepper  and  vinegar,  with  an  effect  to  cure  four  out  of 
five,  and  he  often  affirmed  that  not  one  individual  died  who  commenced 
his  treatment  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease. 

I^itre. — Although  this  article  may  appear  to  some  physicians  useless 
in  the  treatment  of  scarlet  fever,  yet  from  long  experience  of  its  utility 
we  recommend  it  as  one  of  the  most  important  adjuncts  to  other  reme- 
dies, and  of  itself  capable  of  removing  sonie  of  the  most  urgent  symp- 
toms of  the  disease.  As  soon  as  the  throat  becomes  sore  and  inflamed, 
a  lump  of  nitre  may  he  held  in  the  mouth,  and  the  solution  swallowed 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  salt  becomes  dissolved.     In  this  way  nitre  will 
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always  relieve  the  inflammation  in  a  remarkable  degree  ;  and  if  used  at 
the  very  commencement  of  the  attack,  will  often  prevent  entirely  the 
ulcerations  of  the  throat  and  fauces.  Care  must  be  taken,  however, 
that  the  patient  does  not  get  too  much  of  the  medicine  in  the  course  of 
one  day  ;  for  the  extreme  anxiety  to  remove  the  inflammation  of  the 
throat  might  urge  him  to  employ  it  so  liberally  as  to  produce  death,  as 
one  ounce  in  the  course  of  twelve  hours  would  often  prove  fatal ;  but 
one  or  two  drachms  ujay  be  taken  by  an  adult  in  the  course  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  without  danger. 

In  all  cases  of  scarlatina  attended  with  high  arterial  action  and  great 
heat,  camphorated  nitre,  in  the  dose  of  from  one  to  six  grains,  every 
two,  three  or  four  hours,  according  to  the  age  and  other  circumstances 
of  the  patient,  should  be  given  in  powder  internally,  in  combination  with 
pulv.  antimonialis  and  calomel,  during  the  few  first  days  of  the  excite- 
ment. It  adds  very  much  to  the  febrifuge  properties  of  the  antimony 
and  calomel,  in  reducing  the  heat,  and  in  relaxing  the  external  integu- 
ments. It  also  reduces  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membranes  of 
the  stomach  and  bowels,  as  much  as  that  of  the  throat.  Hence  the 
great  benefit  which  may  be  derived  from  its  early  employment.  In 
some  cases  of  excessive  heat  of  the  skin,  during  the  stage  of  excite- 
ment, we  have  found  a  solution  of  nitre  in  water,  applied  to  the  surface 
of  the  body,  much  more  effectual  in  reducing  the  heat  than  either  water 
or  vinegar  and  water. 

In  the  nitre  we  possess  another  remedial  agent  for  reducing  morbid 
excitement,  which,  with  the  cold  bathins:,  will  in  most  cases  prevent  the 
necessity  of  bloodletting  ;  and  if  it  does  not  cut  short  the  disease,  it  will 
always  render  it  milder.  Furthermore,  according  to  our  experience, 
neither  rheumatism,  croup,  or  dropsy,  follow  scarlet  fever  when  the 
morbid  excitement  has  been  properly  reduced  by  the  use  of  venesec- 
tion, cold  affusion,  nitre,  and  other  febrifuge  remedies. 

Acctum  Plumbi. — Dr.  Cullen  and  some  other  writers  recommend  this 
salt  of  lead  to  be  employed  for  the  reduction  of  febrile  excitement ;  but 
in  consequence  of  its  poisonous  properties,  it  has  not  been  very  often 
given  internally,  yet  its  power  of  reducing  external  inflamniation,  when 
applied  in  solution  to  the  inflamed  surface,  has  been  known  for  ages. 
And,  reasoning  from  analogy,  we  should  judge  that  it  would  be  equally 
eflicacious  in  reducing  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membranes  of 
the  primae  viae  ;  accordingly  we  have  given  it  in  dysenteries  of  the 
worst  kind,  with  an  effect  truly  surprising,  after  other  remedies  had 
failed  to  relieve  the  tenesmus  and  the  distressing  tormina  of  the  bowels. 
Recently  Dr.  Robert  G.  Graves  has  applied  it  in  the  Asiatic  cholera, 
and  has  found  it  to  allay  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  to  prevent  nau- 
sea and  vomiting,  and  to  cure  the  disease,  in  almost  all  cases  when  given 
at  the  commencement. — London  Medical  Gazette. 

Inflammation  of  the  digestive  mucous  membrane  being  the  primary 
effect  of  scarlatina,  whatever  prevents  the  inflammation,  or  moderates  it 
when  it  has  already  occurred,  will  obviate  the  excessive  excitement  which 
follows,  and  consequently  the  danger  of  the  disease.  The  acetum  plumbi 
was  first  used  as  a  gargle,  and  from  its  good  effect  in  controlling  the  in- 
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flammatinn  of  ilie  throat  and  fauces,  it  was  ihouglit  proper  to  give  it 
internally  in  cases  attended  with  tenderness  at  ihe  stomach,  acconipa- 
oied  witli  great  irritability,  nausea  and  vomiting,  which  are  symptoms 
accompanying  gastritis;  and  in  all  the  cases  where  it  was  used,  it  seemed 
to  act  like  a  charm  in  allaying  the  morbid  irritability  and  in  preventing 
the  high  arterial  action  which  otherwise  would  have  followed.  We, 
however,  have  not  prescribed  the  meriicine  in  a  sufficient  number  of 
cases  to  establish  its  reputation,  or  to  advise  its  employment  generally  in 
the  treatment  of  the  scarlet  fever,  but  merely  throw  out  these  hints  for 
the  further  consideration  of  other  physicians.  Tlie  dose  is  from  one 
quarter  of  a  grain  to  two  grains,  made  into  pills  with  one  fourth  part  of 
opium,  and  given  every  two,  three  or  four  hours. 

JSitras  Argenti. — Since  the  observations  of  Dr.  Higginboltom  on  the 
employment  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  for  the  removal  of  external  inflam- 
mations were  published,  we  have  used  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  for  a 
gargle  in  scarlatina,  and  have  found  it  far  more  efficacious  than  the 
vegetable  astringents  usually  employed.  And  its  uniform  effects  in  re- 
moving the  irritability,  inflammation  and  soreness  of  the  throat,  induced 
us  to  prescribe  it  internally  to  relieve  the  inflammation  and  irritability  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  in  every  in- 
stance wliere  il  was  given  it  quieted  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and 
rendered  the  succeeding  part  of  the  disease  very  mild.  Now  if  hereaf- 
ter a  further  application  of  the  medicine  shall  prove  that  it  uniformly 
removes  the  inflammation  of  the  n)ucous  membranes  of  the  primae  viae, 
we  shall  have  obtained  an  a<^ent  with  which  all  eruptive  febrile  diseases 
may  be  controlled  and  deprived  of  their  fatal  tendency  at  their  very 
commencement,  for  we  repeat  that  the  skin  affection  and  the  excitement 
are  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membranes. 

Colchicum  Autumnalc. — The  remarkable  power  of  this  medicine  in 
reducing  irritability  and  inflammation  of  internal  organs,  has  induced 
some  practitioners  to  extend  its  use  to  almost  all  inflairmiatory  diseases  ; 
and  Dr.  Lewins,  of  Scotland,  concludes,  from  the  result  of  his  trials, 
that  "  we  may  more  certainly  cut  short  fever,  or,  at  least,  break  its  force, 
by  the  judicious  administration  of  colchicum,  than  by  any  other  known 
means."  And  Dr.  Tait,  of  Edinburgh,  says  that  he  has  found  it  one 
of  the  most  effectual  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  the  highly  inflamma- 
tory scarlatina — that  it  diminishes  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes, relieves  the  irritability  and  general  excitement,  and,  when  judi- 
ciously employed,  will  in  all  cases  of  increased  arterial  action  obviate 
the  necessity  of  venesection.  The  dose  for  an  adult,  of  the  wine  of 
colchicum,  is  from  twelve  to  fifteen  drops  every  two  or  three  hours,  and 
for  children  three  or  four  drops  at  the  same  periods  of  time ;  but  as  the 
general  excitement  abates,  the  dose  must  be  reduced  in  quantity,  or  it 
may  do  injury.  Perhaps  ten  drops  four  times  a  day  may  be  sufficient 
in  ordinary  case^,  provided  that  mercury  and  antimonials  are  employed 
at  the  same  time. 

The  three  last  mentioned  articles  extend  our  resources  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  scarlatitia,  and    their   modus   operandi   in  diminishing  fever 
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and  Inflammation  appears  to  be  the  power  they  possess  of  allaying  mor- 
bid inilability,  for  which  all  three  of  tlie  remedies  are  celebrated,  Jf 
this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  atropa  belladonna  will  hereafter  be 
found  anotlier  most  valuable  article  in  the  treatment  of  inflammatory 
affections,  for  it  is  still  more  remarkable  in  relieving  irritability  than 
either  of  the  other  medicines  ;  and  it  has  lately  proved  so  effectual  in 
removing  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  that  its  use  will  soon  be  extended 
to  all  inflammatory  affections.  But,  as  a  general  rule,  all  medicines 
which  allay  irritability  and  tranquillize  the  system,  should  be  confined  to 
those  inflammations  which  result  from  a  morbid  irritability — such  as 
gout,  rheunialism,  scarlet  {"ever,  erysipelatous  fever,  and  some  others. 

Gargles. — After  the  throat  becomes  ulcerated,  g;irgles  often  afford 
much  relief.  Any  one  of  the  vegetable  astringents  which  the  patient  or 
physician  may  fancy,  in  decoction,  may  be  employed  for  this  purpose. 
The  acetous  tincture  of  capsicum,  saturated  with  common  salt,  forms  a 
most  excellent  gargle  after  the  process  of  sloughing  has  taken  place  ;  it 
separates  the  dead  from  the  living  parts,  and  communicates  a  healthy 
stiniulus  to  the  fauces  and  the  glands  of  the  throat. 

Among  the  mineral  astringents  often  employed,  are  borax,  alum,  ace- 
tum  plumbi  and  salts  of  iron.  But  all  of  these  gargles  are  far  inferior 
to  blue  vitriol  in  a  strong  solution,  the  nitrate  of  silver,  or  creosote. 
One  faithful  application  of  either  of  these  articles  immediately  arrests 
the  ulcerating  and  sloughing  ))rocess,  and  disposes  the  ulcerations  to 
heal  ;  and  by  continuing  the  application  twice  a  day,  the  reduction  of 
the  inflammation  and  soreness  of  the  throat  is  so  remarkable,  that  the 
deglutition  becomes  easy  after  a  few  applications. 

Whenever  the  breath  becomes  extremely  fetid,  in  consequence  of  the 
putrid  ulcerations  of  the  throat,  a  solution  of  the  chloruret  of  lime  or 
soda  may  often  be  employed  as  a  gargle  to  destroy  the  fetor,  and  will 
afford  comfort  both  to  the  patient  and  his  attendants.  One  pait  of  creo- 
sote to  sixty  parts  of  water  may  be  employed  for  the  same  purpose. 

Cataplasms. — Whenever  the  tonsils  becon)e  much  enlarged  and  the 
throat  considerably  swelled,  the  danger  from  suffocation  becomes  immi- 
nent. In  such  cases,  poultices  often  afford  quick  and  permanent  relief, 
by  reducing  the  swellings  and  by  relieving  the  inflammation,  and,  ac- 
cording to  our  experience  in  such  cases,  poultices  never  induce  suppura- 
tion. It  is  sometimes  important,  previous  to  their  use,  to  apply  leeches 
to  the  swelled  glands,  and  sometimes  blisters,  but  generally  cataplasms 
alone,  frequently  repeated,  are  sufficient  to  remove  the  swellings  and 
inflammation.  The  poultices  may  be  made  of  linseed  ineal,  or  of  hn- 
seed  and  corn  meal,  or  of  the  slippery  elm  ;  but  we  have  some- 
times eu'ployed  a  poultice  made  of  carrots,  boiled  soft  and  passed 
through  a  sieve,  and  applied  warm  to  the  swellings,  and  have  thought 
them  superior  to  any  other.  If  leeches  and  blisters  have  not  been  used, 
the  volatile  liniment  may  be  applied  to  the  throat  every  lime  the  poul- 
tices are  renewed. 

Sometimes,  as  a  substitute  for  the  poultices,  we  have  employed  sina- 
pisms made  by  combining  equal  parts  of  rye  meal  and  ground  mustard, 
mixed  together  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  molasses  to   form  into  a 
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plaster,  when  it  may  be  spread  and  applied  to  the  throat.  At  other 
times  we  iiave  used  the  acetous  tincture  of  capsicum,  saturated  with  the 
muriate  of  soda,  as  an  apphcation  to  the  swelled  glands  ;  but  when  the 
heat  of  the  skin  is  very  great,  the  poultices  should  be  preferred,  and  the 
mustard  and  pepper  be  reserved  for  those  cases  where  the  heal  is  below 
the  standard  of  health. 

Cinchona. — Most  writers  of  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century 
recommended  bark,  combined  with  stimulants,  as  their  sheet  anchor  in 
the  treatment  of  scarlatina  ;  but  the  disease  must  then  have  appeared  in 
a  different  form  from  what  it  is  at  present,  or  they  must  have  erred 
exceedingly  in  their  pathology  and  treatment — for  if.  according  to 
Broussais,  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  morbid  action  is  a  gasiro-enterite, 
induced  by  the  poison  of  scarlatina,  can  the  disease  be  removed  by  the 
employment  of  bark  and  wine?  The  very  idea  is  preposterous,  and 
we  know  of  no  circumstances  which  should  induce  us  to  employ  bark, 
or  any  of  its  preparations,  during  the  two  first  stages  of  the  highly  in- 
flamtnatory  disease  ;  yet,  we  repeat,  it  is  possible  that  in  certain  seasons, 
and  in  certain  malarious  locations,  where  the  poison  of  scarlatina  becomes 
combined  with  the  miasm  of  those  districts,  the  attending  fever  may 
assume  the  intermittent  form,  in  which  case  the  bark,  or  quinine  and 
piperine,  may  be  given  during  the  intermission. 

Bark  and  its  preparations  may  also  be  given  during  the  stage  of  col- 
lapse, or  as  a  tonic  to  remove  the  debility  after  the  fever  has  disap- 
peared, and  during  the  convalescence ;  but  if  congestions  remain  after 
the  fever  has  abated,  bark  will  increase  them,  and  at  length  cause  a  fatal 
termination  of  the  disease.  In  such  cases  it  will  be  much  better  to  em- 
ploy an  infusion  of  camomile,  acidulated  with  either  the  elixir  of  vitriol 
or  the  muriatic  acid  ;  but,  fortunately,  neither  bark  or  other  tonics  will 
be  required,  for  the  system  will  generally  renovate  without  the  aid  of 
either  tonics  or  stimulants,  if  the  previous  disease  has  been  judiciously 
treated. 

Stimulants. — These  should  never  be  employed  during  the  two  first 
stages  of  inflammatorv  scarlatina  ;  but  in  the  congestive  form,  whilst  the 
vis  vitse  is  oppressed  and  almost  overpowered,  warm  wine  or  warm 
brandy  and  water,  powdered  capsicum,  tincture  of  cantharides,  or  the 
carbonate  of  ammonia,  may  be  given  to  support  the  powers  of  life 
during  the  warm  bathing  and  the  operation  of  bleeding ;  but  as  soon  as 
sufficient  blood  has  been  taken  to  remove  the  oppression  and  induce 
reaction,  the  stimulants  must  be  withdrawn,  or  they  will  add  fuel  to  the 
fire,  which  can  never  be  quenched  except  by  death.  Wine  and  other 
cordial  stimulants  may  also  be  employed,  when  i[)dicated  by  excessive 
debility,  in  every  form  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  stage  of  collapse,  un- 
less lesions  exist  in  some  of  the  most  important  internal  viscera,  in  which 
case  stimulants  will  aggravate  every  unfavorable  symptom.  In  cases  of 
extreme  debility  the  diffusible  stin)ulants.  such  as  chloric  ether,  tincture 
of  capsicum,  tincture  of  flies,  opiun)  and  carbonate  of  ammonia,  are  to 
be  preferred  to  wine  ;  and  amongst  them  the  carbonate  of  ammonia  is 
one  of  the  best,  for  it  excites  a  gentle  diaphoresis,  and  produces  a  more 
natural  and  healthy  excitement  than  almost  any  other  medicine  of  this 
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class  ;  but  in  the  last  stage  of  congestive  scarlatina,  when  the  debility  is 
accoiTipanied  with  excessive  irritability,  opium,  either  alone  or  in  com- 
bination with  calomel,  is  a  medicine  of  great  utility,  often,  as  in  the  last 
stage  of  cholera,  snatching  the  patient  from  the  grave. 

Dover's  powders  are  also  among  the  best  remedies  in  the  staore  of 
collapse.  They  do  not  beat  like  opium,  but  are  ir)ore  sudorific,  and  less 
disposed  to  affect  the  head,  and  perhaps  relieve  the  irritability  of  the 
system  as  much  as  the  uncombined  opium. 

The  powdered  capsicum,  made  into  pills  with  crumbs  of  bread,  and 
given  three  or  four  at  once,  four  times  a  day,  is  a  most  valuable  stimu- 
lant in  the  last  stage  of  scarlatina,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  an  article  of 
great  utility  in  all  cases  of  debility,  fro(n  whatever  cause  it  may  origi- 
nate. In  passive  haemorrhages  and  the  petechial  form  of  scarlatina,  it  is 
superior  to  almost  any  other  remedy,  and  we  think  its  use  is^  too  much 
neglected  by  the  regular  practitioners  of  the  present  day.  The  Africans 
are  said  to  escape  the  deadly  fevers  of  their  cliinate  by  the  daily  use  of 
the  powdered  capsicum,  mixed  with  their  food. 

When  the  powers  of  life  are  sinking,  camphor,  in  the  dose  of  from 
one  to  three  grains  every  hour,  or  the  saturated  alcoholic  tincture,  in  the 
dose  of  frofn  three  to  twenty  drops  every  hour  or  two,  is  one  of  the 
most  effectual  remedies  to  lessen  nervous  irritability,  to  allay  spasmodic 
action,  to  equalize  the  circulation,  and  to  produce  perspiration. 

Piperine  is  an  important  stimulant,  to  be  employed  only  during  the 
stage  of  collapse,  and  if  combined  with  quinine  its  tonic  properties  are 
very  much  enhanced. 

(To  be  continued.) 


COW-PARSNIP. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiR^ — Althoush  your  correspondents  have  nearly  established  the  botani- 
cal character  of  the  cow-parsnip  of  Dr.  Partridge,  I  herewith  send  you 
a  specimen  of  the  plant,  which  I  prepared  some  time  since,  but  for  want 
of  a  suitable  mode  of  conveyance  have  deferred  sending  it  until  you  may 
think  it  altogether  too  late  in  the  day. 

It  is  a  very  common  plant  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  is  known 
by  llie  names  of  royal  cow-parsnip,  meadow  cow-parsnip,  golden  Alexan- 
ders and  false  Alexanders.  And  in  addition  to  the  use  of  the  seeds,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  P.,  the  root  is  held  in  high  estimation  by  some 
as  a  stimulant  and  carminative. 

Whether  the  enclosed  is  of  any  benefit  to  you  or  not,  please  to  re- 
ceive it  as  a  token  of  respect  from  a  reader  of  your  valuable  Journal. 

Shaker  Village,  N.  H.,  Oct.  20,  1838.  Wm.  Tripure. 

Note. — We  acknowledge  the  safe  reception  of  two  beautifully  pre- 
pared specimens  of  the  above  plant,  which  are  at  the  service  of  those 
who  would  like  to  make  themselves  familiar  with  its  appearance. — Ed. 
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"extremes  are  dangerous." 
The  moralist  tells  us  that  it  is  a  law  of  our  present  condition,  that  e\'ery 
pleasure,  pursued  to  excess,  converts  itsell  into  poison,  and  becomes 
ruinous  to  soul  and  body.  In  conformity  with  this  law,  it  may  be  said, 
that  even  every  blessing  and  comfort  of  life  enjoyed  lo  excess  (not  being 
used  according  to  the  divine  precept),  becomes  a  curse,  and  is  alike 
injurious  to  the  health  of  soul  and  body.  Man's  proper  province,  (here-* 
fore,  in  this  sublunary  world,  is  located  in  the  humble  mean,  or  at  some 
secure  position  between  those  extremes,  an  approach  to  which  is  so  dan- 
gerous. We  have  accordingly  selected  for  the  motto  of  this  and  the 
two  following  essays,  an  adage  as  old  as  lime,  and  as  durable  as  adamant 
— an  adage  that  has  received  the  sanction  of  all  past  history,  as  well  as 
every  day  and  hour's  experience. 

All  enlightened  nations  have  manifested  a  strong  propensity  to  a  •pro- 
verbial mode  of  expression,  or  to  a  frequent  use  of  proverbs ;  some  of 
which  have  been  truly  remarkable  for  their  beauty  and  energy,  and 
some  only  need  to  be  announced  to  produce  a  firm  conviction  of  their 
truth.  Many  of  them  are  still  worthy  of  being  called  the  beacon  lights 
of  life,  unaccompanied  by  which  the  pilgrimage  of  many  a  man  and 
woman  becomes  a  still  more  bewildering  scene,  and  greatly  more  expen- 
sive of  time  and  money.  We  are  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  how  fre- 
quently the  same  proverb,  or  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  same,  ob- 
tains a  footing  and  general  currency  in  the  languages  of  different  nations 
of  the  earth.  But  there  is  no  one  science  or  branch  of  human  know- 
ledge that  partakes  or  abounds  more  in  proverbs  than  that  of  the  heal- 
ing art.  An  eminent  member  of  the  medical  profession,  in  our  own 
country,  speaking  of  the  best  system  of  modern  medicine,  says  it  is 
only  a  converging  scries  of  maxims.  What  child  of  enlightened  lands 
has  not  had  his  attention  arrested  by,  and  felt  the  force  of,  that  jewel  of 
mother  wit,  an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure.  Not- 
withstanding, should  the  motto  of  our  essay  be  strictly  observed,  and 
every  dangerous  extreme  avoided,  the  utility  of  even  that  jewel  itself 
would  seem  to  be  superseded. 

It  must  be  adn)itted  by  all,  and  especially  by  every  reasonable  per- 
son, that  excess  in  eating  and  drinking  is  a  prolific  source  of  disorder 
and  disease.  "  A  well-regulated  system  of  diet,"  says  one,  ''  has  great 
power  in  checking  disease,  and  in  promoting  health."  But  in  opposi- 
tion to  such  a  sentiment,  the  epicure  and  hard  drinker  must  needs  pre- 
sent their  doctrine,  and  urge  us  to  believe  that  what  nature  craves  is 
always  healthful.  We  would  not,  and  need  not,  at  once  controvert  this 
saying  of  theirs,  whilst  we  assure  them  both,  that  the  appetite  which 
they  possess,  antl  of  which  they  boast,  is  an  unnatural  and  morbid  one. 
The  epicure  and  the  intemperate  may  follow  nalme  if  they  will 
only  adhere  to  the  gtniuine  simplicity  of  nature,  and  ascribe  nothing 
to  her  but  her  due.  That  being  the  case,  she  will  never  dictate  wrong 
in  regard  to  meals  and  drinks.     The  man  who  receives  from  iier  bounli- 
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ful  hand  what  is  necessary,  and  only  what  is  necessary,  for  the  suste- 
nance and  comfoit  of  the  hudy,  will  always  find  thai  nature  dictates 
light.  But  he  who  consults  his  own  morbid  appetite,  and  gives  full 
license  to  whatever  of  food  or  drink  presents  ilsell,  will  sooner  or  later 
reap  the  products  of  his  folly  ;  and  if  his  conscience  be  not  the  lying 
varlet  of  the  epicure,  or  the  seared  iron  of  the  diimkard,  he  will  soon 
acknowlediie  his  error  and  no  longer  boast  of  nature's  hiendship. 

Of  the  extremes  to  be  avoided,  the  first  we  shall  mention  is  excessive 
eating  and  drinking,  and  the  use  o^  innutritious  food.  By  such  means 
the  system  becomes  so  far  disposed  to  disease,  that  the  slightest  ap- 
proach of  miasmatic  poison  will  be  likely  to  take  real  effect.  A  course 
of  living  of  this  sort  will  n)ost  certainly  predispose  the  system  to  any 
disease  ;  and  nothing  will  prove  a  more  effectual  barrier  against  all  disor- 
ders, than  a  regular  and  siujple  diet  up  )n  suitable  and  nutritious  food. 
Nutrition  depends  upon  the  quantity  and  quality  oi  the  food,  and  the 
regular  periods  of  receiving  it.  Many,  no  doubt,  have  been  predis- 
posed to  disease  by  mere  inanition,  or  hunger.  As  to  quantity,  that 
indeed  is  to  be  determined  by  each  one's  own  experience,  although  it 
seems  pretty  well  ascertained  that  every  individual  may  become  accus- 
tomed to  a  fixed  or  measured  quantity  at  every  meal.  The  ex|)erience 
and  testimony  of  Lewis  Cornaro  amount  to  full  proof  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  Having  suffered  so  severely  from  his  excesses  in  eating,  he 
restricted  himself  to  eleven  ounces  daily,  and  thenceforward  enjoyed 
good  health.  His  friends,  through  ujisguided  or  ill-judging  sympathy, 
prevailed  on  him  to  add  a  little  more  to  his  daily  repast ;  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  he  suffered  a  sensible  decline  in  his  health.  We 
may  here,  however,  be  told,  that  the  stomach  is  like  a  school  boy,  doing 
mischief  when  it  is  not  constantly  employed.  In  reply,  we  need  only 
allege,  that  in  the  case  of  the  noble  Venetian,  the  measured  or  limited 
quantity  served  no  doubt  to  keep  the  stomach  sufficiently  occupied 
during  the  intervals  of  taking  his  allowance.  Precisely  the  same  quan- 
tity might  not  suffice  for  every  individual  ;  and  yet  it  may  be  said,  with 
truth,  that  a  certain  quantity  (far  less  than  ordinary)  might  be  fixed 
upon,  that  would  afford  the  stomach  sufficient  occupation.  As  to 
quality,  that,  also,  can  be  determined  by  experience.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
served, however,  that  the  quality  of  an  article,  in  point  of  wholesome- 
ness,  may  be  materially  changed  by  the  method  of  preparing  it,  or  by 
the  art  of  cookery.  The  French  and  English,  though  but  a  few  miles 
apart,  differ  very  obviously  in  many  things;  and  in  none  more  than  their 
daily  food,  and  the  method  of  preparing  it.  The  consequence  is,  the 
French  enjoy  more  health,  and  experience  fewer  inflammatory  diseases. 
Allowing  all  that  is  reasonable  to  a  difference  of  climate  and  other 
causes,  it  is  still  very  obvious,  that  the  difference  in  point  of  health,  in 
favor  of  the  French,  is  to  be  attributed,  in  a  good  degiee,  to  their  pecu- 
liar moderation  in  eating  and  drinking.  The  same  difference,  atliibuta- 
ble  to  the  same  cause,  obtains  between  the  French  and  Acnericans  in 
Louisiana.  And,  further,  the  quality  of  the  san)e  article,  in  the  hands 
of  a  French  cook,  is  materially  changed.  This  is  not  a  little  surprising, 
when  we  consider  that  the  English,  as  well  as  Americans,  have  long  beeu 


238  Medical  Essays.— No.  U. 

favored  with  the  advice  of  CuIIen,  and  ihe  experiments  of  Rumford, 
upon  the  subject.  We  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  the  French  cookery 
is  entirely  unexceptionable.  The  French  cooks  are  sometimes  too 
liberal  in  spices  and  condiments.  These,  no  doubt,  when  used  with 
moderation,  serve  to  stimulate  the  stomach,  promote  digestion,  and  aid 
IJie  secretions.  VVe  are  also  credibly  informed  that  the  injurious  ten- 
dency of  these  things  among  the  French,  is  often  greatly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, obviated  by  the  use  of  coffi^e.  The  principal  condiments  are 
salt,  sugar  and  vinegar,  which  we  merely  name,  in  order  that  the  reader 
may  be  aware  of  an  excessive  use  of  them.  In  regard  to  the  French 
cookery,  we  are  not  forgetful  of  what  Broussais  pretends  to  have  dis- 
covered concerning  the  matter.  Somewhere  in  his  works,  he  takes 
exception  to  the  French  cookery,  by  alle<;ing  that  the  frequent  use  of 
high-seasoned  articles  of  food  had,  in  many  instances,  irritated  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  digestive  tube,  so  that  a  susceptibility  to 
inflammation  was  the  natural  consequence. 

"  The  cookery  of  animal  sulisiances,"  says  one,  "  is  of  two  kinds,  as 
it  is  applied  in  a  humid  form,  in  boiling  and  stewing  ;  or  in  a  dry  form, 
in  roasting,  broiling  and  bakin;(.  By  the  joint  application  of  heat  and 
moisture,  in  boiling,  the  texture  of  meat  is  rendered  more  tender  and 
more  soluble  in  the  stomach."  The  experiments  of  Count  Rumford 
have  established  the  point  that  stewing,  with  a  low  degree  and  long-con- 
tinued action  of  heat,  renders  meat  more  nourishing  than  any  other  form 
of  cookerv.  Some  very  interesting  experiments  have  been  performed 
in  France,  by  M.  Edwards  and  Julia  Fontenelle,  which  serve  to  show 
that  good  food  is  to  be  known  less  by  the  weight  which  the  body  may 
acquire,  than  by  the  increase  of  muscular  power.  We  should  be 
pleased  to  see  these  experiments  continued,  and  esjiecially  in  our  own 
coimtry  ;  with  the  anxious  hope  that  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  check 
that  imprudent  and  luxurious  living  so  common  among  us. 

It  is  ascertained  that  an  habitual  and  excessive  use  of  salted  meats 
will  dispose  the  systetn  to  cutaneous  complaints  ;  and  nothing  is  more 
reasonable  than  that  people  should  be  debarred  from  the  free  use  of 
fresh  meats,  in  a  warm  climate,  during  an  epidemic.  There  is,  doubt- 
less, under  all  circumstances,  a  choice  of  meats  to  be  exercised  ;  some 
of  which  are  of  course  more  wholesome,  or  better  suited  to  the  digestion 
of  some,  than  others.  Experience  controveits  the  position  that  man- 
kind will  enjoy  better  health,  by  making  use  of  7»one  but  vegetable  food. 
A  proportionate  quantity  of  each  seems  to  be  generally  the  most 
profitable. 

Dyspepsia  is  a  coiimion  complaint  ;  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  is 
doubtless  owing  to  an  excessive  u-e  of  improper  meats  and  drinks,  and 
irregidar  habits  of  eating.  So  much  that  is  true  has  been  said  and 
written  of  late  years,  and  so  many  stubborn  facts  recorded  by  the  wise 
and  talented  among  us,  in  regard  to  the  evil  of  stimulating  drinks,  and 
the  widely  devastating  career  of  Prince  Alcohol,  that  the  *'  wayfaring 
man,  though  a  fool,  need  not  err  therein."  As  to  coffee  and  tea,  as 
used  in  this  country,  in  mo>t  families,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
are  both  detrimental.  Good  coffee  has  often  been  pronounced  the  most 
salutary  of  all  drinks  used  at  meal  time ;  and  some  say,  may  be  taken 
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wilh  advantage  at  all  times,  when  there  is  no  bile  in  the  stomach. 
Judging  from  ex[)erience,  ue  would  say,  that  in  order  to  secure  the 
advantage,  coffee  should  invariably  be  used  with  moderation,  and  in  the 
former  part  of  the  day.  Tlie  nervous  and  astringent  qualities  it  pos- 
sesses, render  it  unsuitable  for  repose,  or  the  night  season.  Whoever 
indulges  nmch  in  the  use  of  strong  coffee  at  the  supper  table,  will  inevi- 
tably experience  that  morbid  wakefulness  which  is  so  inseparable  from  a 
dyspeptic  or  disordered  state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  Tea  is  a 
narcotic,  but  it  may  be  used  wilh  advantage  in  moderation,  in  the 
evening,  especially  when  associated  with  a  proper  quantity  of  sugar  and 
milk.  But  tea,  when  taken  too  copiously,  is  productive  of  nervous 
weakness,  tremors  and  palsies,  and  serves  very  much  to  ag2,ravate  hys- 
terical and  hypochondriacal  disorders. 

Bread  is  indeed  the  staff  of  life;  but  it  is  not  every  kind  of  bread, 
nor  is  it  every  kind  of  making  bread,  that  secures  the  end  jiroposed. 
Raided  or  liL'ht  bread  is  plainly  more  wholesome  and  digestible  ;  and  we 
would  add  that  brown  bread,  or  bread  of  a  mixed  character,  is  generally 
more  wholesome.  The  corn  bread  of  the  southern  and  western  States, 
as  a  simple  and  wholesome  aliment,  holds  precedence  of  all  other  bread 
in  those  States.  The  Indian  bread  of  JNevv  England  is  much  the  same, 
but  it  is  in  very  little  use.  Wheal  and  rye  constitute  the  principal  bread 
stuffs  in  that  region,  the  latter  being  found  the  m.ost  wholesotne.  In  regard 
to  bread  in  general,  we  would  recommend  a  change,  or  an  occasional  use 
of  different  kinds  of  bread  ;  and  we  would  at  the  same  lime  most  seriously 
enjoin  upon  all,  the  disuse  of  all  kinds  of  hot  bread.  Among  the  excel- 
lent regulations  of  the  State  Piisonat  Auburn,  New  York,  is  an  establish- 
ed rule,  that  no  bread  is  to  be  eaten  at  any  lime,  by  the  prisoners,  but 
such  as  has  been  baked  the  day  previous.  It  was  remarked  by  an  elderly 
physician,  in  one  of  our  northern  colleges,  that  certain  students  who  were 
evidently  dyspeptic,  were  starched  up  with  wheat  bread. 

As  to  food  in  general,  it  is  evident  that  whatever  is  crude  and  indi- 
gestible, ought  to  be  rejected.  It  would  seem  tliat  every  faithful  parent 
would  guard  his  children  against  everything  of  that  sort ;  and  that  pain- 
ful experience  would  he  a  sufficient  monitor  for  every  adult.  Unripe 
fruits  and  vegetables  are  never  to  be  used  with  safety.  Whilst  reflecting 
upon  the  gifts  and  bounties  of  nature,  we  are  prone  to  indulge  the  thought 
that  the  maturity  or  ripening  of  fruits  carries  in  itself  a  striking  and 
commanding  intimation  of  the  proper  time,  and  the  only  time,  when 
they  can  be  used  with  safety. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.     NOVEMBER     14,    18. 3  8. 


LECTURES  ON   THE   THEORY  AND   PRACTICE  OF  PHYSIC. 

A  SPLENDID    octavo,  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pages,  has  recently 
appeared  at  Philadelphia,  from  the  press  of  Herman  Hooker,  entitled 
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Lectures  on  the  Theorij  and  Practice  of  Physic,  delivered  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  the  Slate  of  JVcto  York,  by 
the  late  David  Hosack,  M.U.  LL.D.  F.R  S.,  Professor,  ^t.  It  has  been 
kindly  {riven  to  llie  public  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ducac.het,  the  friend  and  for- 
mer pupil  of  Dr.  H.  liofori!  his  death,  Dr.  Hosacii  directed  that  ail 
his  papers  should  be  given  into  the  hands  of  this  gentleman,  who  mani- 
fests a  notable  friendship  and  regard  for  the  high  attainments  of  the 
author.  Here  are  forty-nine  lectures,  as  they  seem  to  have  been  pre- 
pared for  (he  numerous  classes  which  his  wide-spreading  fame  drew  to 
the  college  of  New  York;  but  those  who  had  the  happiness  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  Dr.  Ilosack,  will  feel  the  full  force  of  the  editor's 
remark,  that  "  the  manner  could  not  be  represented.  The  vivid  fln.shes 
of  his  keen  eye,  his  fine,  manly,  commanding  voice,  his  animation  of 
delivery,  rising,  as  it  often  did,  to  enthusiasm,  and  his  graceful,  powerful 
gesticulation — all  are  gone.  No  reader  can  imagine  them."  These 
forty-nine  finished,  interesting  dissertations,  relate  e.xclusively  to  fevers 
and  the  phlegmasia) — leaving  it  to  be  understood  that  something  else 
remains,  to  give  a  finish  and  completeness  to  the  series.  In  a  word,  tlicre 
is  a  direct  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  expressed  in  the  preface — which, 
by  the  way,  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  respect  and  gratitude  for  the 
memory  of  a  great  professional  man,  who  wielded  his  power  for  the  best 
good  of  his  fellow  creatures  ;  but  the  appearance  of  the  remainder 
depends  altogether  on  the  encouragement  arising  from  the  sale  of  the 
present  volume. 

Having  had  the  work  but  a  (^ew  days,  we  have  not  read  it  sufficiently 
to  give  a  decided  opinion  upon  its  value,  as  a  rule  of  practice,  to  the 
practitioner.  An  opinion  will  be  freely  expressed,  however,  when  we 
have  become  more  conversant  with  the  text.  If  at  any  time  we  speak 
unfavorably,  it  will  not  be  because  a  dead  lion  can  be  spurned  with  im- 
punity ;  nor  from  a  disposition  to  underrate  the  powers  of  one  who  was 
greatly  and  justly  distinguished  in  the  profession  of  niedicine.  That 
lectures  delivered  ten  years  ago,  on  theory  and  practice,  are  defective 
or  useless,  just  because  they  do  not  happen  to  be  enveloped  in  the  last 
French  or  Gorman  tissues,  is  all  imaginary.  The  fundamental  princi- 
ples— the  doctrines —rest  on  a  foundation  which  no  change  of  circum- 
stances can  alter. 

But  here  the  book  must  rest  for  the  present,  so  far  as  a  notice  of  it 
depends  upon  these  pages.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  we  feel  a  warm  par- 
tiality for  the  volume,  little  as  we  know  of  it — and  beg  the  reader  to  call 
on  Messrs.  Crocker  St  Brewster,  Washington  street,  or  Weeks,  Jordan 
&  Co.,  and  examine  for  themselves. 


Mr.  Comhc''s  Lectures  on  Phrenology. — With  n  (^w  interruptions,  we 
have  bestowed  a  thorough  attention  upon  the  lectures  of  this  distin- 
guished philosopher,  since  their  commencement  in  Boston.  We  feel  no 
half-way  sentiments  U|)on  tiie  matter,  nor  are  we  disposed  to  suppress 
what  wo  unflinchingly  acknowledge  to  be  true,  viz.,  that  he  is  a  profound 
man,  who  gains  upon  the  understanding  from  day  to  day,  by  the  simple 
presentations  of  truth.  He  must  be  regarded  as  an  able,  nay,  an  unrival- 
led teacher  of  a  system  which  can  alone  ox[)lain  the  phenomena  of  mind. 
Call  it  phrenology,  or  discard  the  name  if  it  calls  up  unpleasant  associa- 
tions; but  it  is  as  certain  as  the  foundations  of  the  everlasting  hills,  that  the 
doctrines  embraced   by  phrenology   are  predicated   upon  facts,  a  know- 
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ledge  of  which  is  necessary  to  unfold  the  web  of  thought  and  show  the 
relationship  we  bear  to  each  other,  and  the  duties  and  responsibihties 
each  one  owes  to  society  and  to  humanity.  Wherever  Mr.  Combe  may 
visit  in  our  country,  for  the  honor  of  our  national  character,  if  no  other 
consideration  were  involved,  we  hope  he  will  be  appreciated  for  his  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  human  culture  and  social  happiness,  everywhere 
inculcated  in  his  voluminous  writings. 


Infirmary  for  Persons  laboring  under  Hernia. — A  novel  institution  has 
been  established  in  Philadelphia,  to  be  opened  on  the  3d  of  December, 
for  the  gratuitous  application  of  trusses.  Dr.  Heber  Chase,  the  inven- 
tor of  a  celebrated  and  well-known  instrument  for  the  radical  cure  of 
hernia,  is  the  surgeon,  and  Dr.  Reynell  Coates  consulting  surgeon. 
There  are  some  curious  statistical  calculations  in  relation  to  the  number 
of  people  who  are  suffering  from  hernia,  in  the  prospectus,  which  we 
shall  make  use  of  as  opportunity  presents.  It  appears  that  an  associa- 
tion exists  in  London  tor  the  distribution  of  trusses,  but  the  plan  devised 
by  Dr.  Chase,  from  the  representations  of  the  plan  to  be  pursued,  is  alto- 
gether superior. 

Phrenological  Journal. — A  second  number  of  this  periodical,  issued  at 
Philadelphia,  has  appeared,  and  a  creditable  production  it  is.  The  first 
article — "  Phrenology — its  origin  and  early  history,  &c." — is  a  book  of 
remembrance  of  itself.  The  analysis  of  the  character  of  Black  Hawk 
is  also  worth  a  careful  perusal.  This  Journal  is  still  anonymous  ;  but, 
though  it  is  minus  the  name  of  a  responsible  editor,  there  is  no  lack  of 
talent  or  sound  manifestations  of  a  desire  to  dispense  philosophical  truth. 
Mr.  Fowler,  a  practical  phrenologist,  who  is  successful  in  gaining  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  those  who  give  him  a  proper  opportunity  to 
explain  the  principles  of  the  doctrine  he  is  professionally  teaching,  is  the 
Boston  agent,  of  whom  the  Journal  may  be  procured. 


JVeiv  Tooth  Extractor. — Two  ditferent  patterns  of  a  newly  invented 
tooth  extractor  have  been  received  here,  direct  iVom  Edinburgh,  which  in 
point  of  finish  are  unrivalled.  But  the  principle  upon  which  they  operate 
is  decidedly  an  improvement,  and  it  is  desirable  to  have  some  of  the  sur- 
gical instrument  makers  procure  the  use  of  them  a  few  days,  from  Dr. 
Dewar,  to  whom  they  were  sent.  As  this  gentleman  will  start  for  Cin- 
cinnati in  a  short  time,  the  business  should  be  attended  to  immediately. 


University  of  JS'ew  York. -^Dr.  Gunning  S.  Bedford  has  been  appointed 
to  the  chair  of  obstetrics  in  this  inslitution.  Thus  far,  only  four  chairs, 
we  believe,  have  been  filled — and  as  a  course  of  lectures  is  not  to  be 
given  till  a  year  from  the  present  month  of  November,  it  is  by  no  means 
essential  that  the  corporation  should  manifest  any  haste  in  making  up  a 
medical  faculty.  Since  the  country  abounds  with  men  of  the  highest 
qualifications,  it  will  operate  against  the  interests  of  the  university  school, 
in  a  most  disastrous  manner,  if  common-place  geniuses  are  forced  into 
places  for  which  they  have  neither  the  talent  or  learning,  to  gratify  an 
individual  desire  to  provide  for  subservient  friends.  One  of  the  worst 
features  in  the  system  of  organization,  in  some  of  the  colleges,  and  one 
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which  not  only  keeps  them  below  literary  par,  but  hampers  them  with 
embarrassments  of  a  formidable  character,  consists  in  having  them  man- 
aged by  a  clique  of  interested  individuals,  who  always  contrive  to  keep 
all  places  of  profit  and  honor  for  a  particular  sort  of  obsequious  depen- 
dents. The  object  is  not,  in  all  cases,  as  it  should  be,  to  draw  in  the 
powerful  aid  of  profound  intellect. 

If  the  condition  of  several  languishing,  uninfluential  medical  colleges 
were  carefully  investigated,  it  would  be  found  that  the  secret  of  their 
unprofitableness  and  lack  of  reputation  lies  in  the  narrow-mindedness, 
selfishness,  self-esteem  and  dogged  obstinacy  of  those  who,  like  the  dog 
in  the  manger,  were  lucky  enough  to  get  in  themselves,  but  show  a 
positive  determination  to  keep  every  one  out,  who  might  endanger  their 
public  character  by  an  exhibition  of  superior  tact  or  brilliancy.  That 
kissing  goes  by  favor,  in  respect  to  some  scientific  establishments,  can- 
not be  denied.  The  whole  history  of  their  operations  shows,  beyond  con- 
tradiction, that  a  liberal,  high-minded,  generous  policy,  would  increase 
their  funds,  elevate  a  languishing  cause,  and  thus  gain  the  applause  and 
sustaining  agency  of  the  community. 


Beetles  in  the  Month. — A  wonderful  story  of  a  beetle  being  removed 
from  the  mouth  of  a  man  in  England,  was  some  time  since  published  in 
the  pa[»ers.  An  authentic  report,  by  the  surgeon  in  attendance,  is  con- 
tained in  a  late  number  of  the  Lancet,  from  which  we  obtain  the  follow- 
ing particulars.  James  Boyears,  aged  67,  in  consequence  of  an  injury 
to  his  neck  seven  years  ago,  has  been  partially  paralyzed  ever  since,  and 
during  the  past  winter  was  compelled  to  keep  his  bed.  On  the  18th  of 
March,  complained  of  pain  in  his  mouth.  The  left  canine  tooth  of  the 
lower  jaw  was  found  denuded  to  the  bottom  of  its  socket  (the  external 
lamina  of  bone  forming  the  socket  being  deficient)  ;  the  gums  on  each 
side,  and  below  the  tooth,  up  to  the  lower  lip,  ulcerated  deeply.  Lotio 
calcis  chlor.  was  ordered  to  be  constantly  applied.  On  the  26th  of  April, 
the  ulcer  had  proceeded  slowly,  and  during  the  last  two  days  had  been 
very  painful,  with  an  extremely  foetid  odor.  The  tooth  had  now  fallen 
out  of  its  socket,  which  was  occupied  by  what  at  first  appeared  to  be  a 
brown  stump  ;  this  was  removed  with  the  forceps,  and  found  to  be  a  dead 
beetle.  On  further  search,  an  ovum  was  found  occupying  the  situation  of 
the  ne.xt  bicuspid  tooth,  a  stump  of  which  had  fallen  out,  and  was  lying 
with  another  ovum  at  the  bottom  of  the  ulcer.  The  patient  was  much 
relieved  till  the  day  of  his  death.  May  9th.  INlr.  Morley,  the  surgeon, 
considers  it  a  case  of  beetle  disease,  and  analogous  to  the  pickle  cases 
in  Ireland  and  Sweden.  These  insects  only  attack  those  in  whom,  from 
very  great  prostration  of  strength,  there  is  predisposition  to  decay. 


Medical  Collc<xc  of  Louisiana. — On  the  last  Monday  of  November,  the 
annual  lecture  season  will  commence  in  this  institution,  in  the  City  of 
New  Orleans.  The  board  of  faculty  remains  as  it  was  when  last  ad- 
verted to  in  the  Journal.  Lectures  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  Charity 
Hospital,  and  continue  four  months.  The  rules  and  requisites  for  a  de- 
gree are  precisely  the  same  as  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  From 
the  peculiar  location  of  this  school,  and  its  accessibility,  there  must 
necessarily  be  a  large  gathering  of  medical  students. 
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Dinner  to  Dr.  James  Jackson  and  Dr.  John  C.  Warren. — The  members 
of  the  Boston  Medical  Association,  actuated  by  the  highest  feelings  of 
personal  respect  for  these  eminent  men,  whose  profound  attainments 
ill  science  have  justly  placed  them  at  the  head  of  the  profession,  invited 
them  to  partake  of  a  public  dinner  at  the  Pavilion  on  Thursday  last, 
Nov.  8th.  It  was  indeed  a  delightful  entertainment,  the  recollection  of 
which  is  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  medicine  in  the  City  of  Boston.  An 
abstract  of  the  proceedings  is  in  preparation. 


Wind  Contusions. — The  editor  of  the  American  Medical  Intelligencer 
seems  to  have  become  heartily  sick  of  his  blustering  correspondents,  Drs. 
Purdie  and  Annau,  who  have  kept  up  a  breeze  so  long,  that  a  ^ew  more 
papers  on  the  interminable  subject  of  their  prolixity  would  develope  a 
whirlwind.  Dr.  Dunglison  shows  his  good  sense,  as  well  as  firnmess,  in 
assuring  the  combatants  that  on  any  other  subject  he  shall  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  his  zealous  correspondents. 


Bech^s  Medical  Jurisprudence. — A  sixth  edition  of  that  most  admirable 
and  ably  written  work,  by  Drs.  T.  R.  and  J.  B.  Beck,  is  announced  at 
Philadelphia.  In  the  American  Traveller,  of  last  week,  was  the  an- 
nouncement of  several  new  productions,  chiefly,  if  we  recollect,  by 
medical  gentlemen  of  Philadelphia.  Of  course,  when  they  are  pub- 
lished, something  definite  will  be  known  about  them. 

To  Correspondents. — A  paper  on  dental  surgery,  from  Edinburgh ;  Dr. 
Painchaud'g  report  of  a  remarkable  uterine  tumor,  from  Quebec  ;  Dr.  Morrin's 
valuable  historical  paper,  from  the  same  city;  the  continuation  of  the  dietetic 
review  ;  and  the  communications  of  Drs,  Hosford  and  Wright,  are  in  the  order  of 
publication.     Various  books  and  pamphlets  are  also  received. 

05^  Mr.  C.  W.  James,  General  Agent  for  Periodicals,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is 
authorized  to  receive  money  due  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
and  to  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ocioter  .31,  1838. 

Died, — At  Wayland,  Mass.,  Edward  Frost,  M.D.,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  1822.— At  New  York,  Dr.  A.  B.  Cooke,  U.  S.  Navy,  aged  46.— At 
Cincinnati,  Oliio,  Josiah  Whitman,  M.D.,  formerly  a  professor  in  the  Ohio  Medical 
College — a  native  of  Barnstable,  Mass. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endins  Nov.  10,  37.     Males,  22— females,  15. 

Of  typhous  fever,  5— scarlet  fever,  fi— marasmus,  1 — teething,  1  —  Infantile,  2 — fits,  I — disease  of  the 
brain,  1 — child  hed,  1 — liver  complaint,  1 — nervous  fever,  I  — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3 — lung 
fever,  3— ascites,  1 — ossification  of  the  heart,  1 — burn, 2— phthisis,  2— cancer,  1— stillboin,  1. 


PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  ate  associated  for  the  purpose  of  givinc  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  'J'hey  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  vvhereopportunities  will  he  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  witli  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Instinction  by  e.Tanii- 
nations  or  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  different  branches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  GEORGE  C.  SH  ATTUCK, 

WALTER  CHANMING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  31— eptf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jb. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr. 
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SCHOOL  FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Siibscriliers  propose  est.-iblisliiim  a  i)tiv;ui!  M(;iliLal  ricliool,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
teinlier  next.     The  ailvnnt.i;;es  of  llin  M.issiichiiselH  General  Hospital  and   other  public  in!<titutions 
will  be  secureil  to  the  pupils  ;  anil  every  uitaiiiible  facility  will  be  alforili^d  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  iii-itriicliniis  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  tlie  prufedsiun,  will  form  a  pari 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  I'ractice  of  .Medicine  and  .Materia  Aledica,  by        -        -        -        Pn.  Rigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  .--.....     Dr.  Reynolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by-------        Dr.  Siorer. 

On  Physiolosy  and  I'atholosy,  by  -------        -    Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  thronsihout  the  year,  and  a  conr.se  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Siir°ery  will  be  "iven  in  the  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  Univeraily. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB   BIGKLOVV, 

EDWARD  REY.XOLDS, 
Bo.^ton,  August  17,  183S.  1).   IMJ.MPHRLYrf  STORER, 

Aiis23— epr?m  OLIVER  VV.  HOLMES. 

TO   I'HYSICL^NS. 

A  PHVsici.\s  residing  aho'it  1.5  miles  from  Boston,  (leslroiis  of  relinqnishinp  practice,  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate.  The  land,  about  M  acres,  is  well  cultivated  and  stocked  \\\\\\  trees,  the  buildings 
good,  anil  the  practice,  havinz  been  in  pos^jessioii  of  the  present  occupant  more  than  'M  years,  a  valu- 
able one.  With  wood  security,  the  time  of  payment  may  suit  the  purchaser.  Inquire  at  this  office  ; 
if  by  mail,  post-paid.  Oct.  17 — 5t 

F.VLLLNG   OF  THE   WO.MB   CURED   BY    EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  «.  HULL'.S  UTERO-ABDO.MINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prnlap.iu.-<  lHcri,or  FalliniT  nf  the  1Voiiib,nni\  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  rela.xation  of  the  ab- 
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The  Supporter  is  of  simple  constriictinn,  and  can  be  applied  by  llie  patient  without  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  l.iUO  of  the  UUro-Jlbdominal  Suiiporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  g'-eat  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
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be  afforded  for  the  cullivalion  of  Practical  .Vnatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 

Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  .M.  P.  PERRY,  M.D. 
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DR.   FULLER'S    PRIZE     DISSERTATION    ON    SCARLATINA    ANGINOSA. 

[CoiicludeU  from  page  235.] 

The  following  quotation,  containing  the  treatment  of  scarlatina  in  dif- 
ferent years,  for  the  last  half  century,  is  practically  important,  and 
therefore  we  shall  make  no  apology  for  inserting  it  here. 

"  Dr.  Sims  states  (page  417)  that  in  the  year  1786  he  treated  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  patients,  and  out  of  that  number  he  lost  but  two. 
This  treatment  was  by  gentle  laxatives,  mineral  acids,  and  occasionally 
a  little  wine.  In  the  year  1804  scarlet  fever  broke  out  at  Herriot's 
Hospital,  in  Edinburgh,  when  Dr.  Hamilton  had  fifty  of  the  boys  placed 
under  his  care,  and  of  these  three  only  died,  and  those  of  the  secondary 
symptoms,  or  dropsy  ;  and  so  rapid  was  the  watery  effusion,  that  it  filled 
the  cellular  membrane,  and  inundated  every  cavity  within  thirty-six 
hours  from  the  attack,  and  the  boys  died  laboring  under  symptoms 
denoting  ascites,  hydrothorax,  and  hydrocephalus.  In  the  treatment  I 
employed  purgative  medicines  fully.  The  effect  was  favorable  ;  the 
faeces  were  hard,  generally  of  a  black  or  greenish  color,  and  foetid,  and 
sometimes  the  color  and  consistence  of  clay,  and  less  foetid.  In  propor- 
tion to  the  evacuation  of  these  fasces,  relief  was  perceptible. 

"  In  the  year  1820  scarlatina  broke  out  at  Alford,  in  Aberdeenshire  ; 
and  out  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  cases  treated  by  Dr.  Murray,  only 
sixteen  died,  three  of  them  women,  immediately  alter  delivery.  This 
appears  to  have  been  a  severe  form  of  the  disease,  and  was  in  the  latter 
stages  attended  with  a  swelling  of  the  wrists  and  hands,  and  less  com- 
monly of  the  knee  joints  and  other  articulations,  attended  with  much 
pain,  and  a  feeling  of  a  want  of  power  of  motion.  In  the  treatment 
bleeding  was  but  rarely  practised.  (Page  347.)  Purgatives  were  not 
omitted,  but  I  was  somewhat  disappointed  in  the  degree  of  benefit 
derived  from  them.  Emetics  were  frequently  employed,  but  they  only 
gave  relief  to  the  throat,  obstructed  by  swelling  or  mucus,  and  their 
effect  in  this  way  was  generally  very  great.  Latterly,  however,  they 
have  been  exhibited  only  in  very  urgent  obstructions  of  the  throat,  for 
in  a  few  cases  they  left  distressing  and  long-continued  sickness,  and  I 
think  I  have  known  them  increase  the  tendency  to  sensorial  derange- 
ment. The  affections  of  the  head  were  met  by  shaving  the  scalp,  blis- 
tering the  nape  of  the  neck,  putting  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  and  warm 
fomentations  to  the  legs.  The  affections  of  the  joints  were  generally 
very  distressing,  but  were  removed  by  warm  fomentations ;  stimulants 
16 


246  Fiske  Fund  Prize  Dissertation. 

were    not    used   till  late,   and   were   generally    unsuccessful,  though  he 
admits  there  are  cases  in  which  they  are  admissible. 

"  In  18:3-2-3  scarlet  fever  again  broke  out  at  Herriot's  Ho'^pital,  when 
forty-five  of  the  boys  were  seized,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Hamilton  and  JMr.  Wood,  and  only  one  of  the  forty-five  died,  although 
nine  fell  ill  of  dropsy.  The  treatment  (|)age  37)  of  the  disease,  in  its 
primary  form,  was  extremely  simple.  In  some  of  the  earlier  cases 
emetics  of  ipecac  were  administered  at  the  commencement  of  the  com- 
plaint ;  but  in  the  latter  cases  purgative  medicines  were  used  in  preference, 
and  repeated  almost  daily,  till  the  fever  had  subsided,  when  they  were 
continued  at  intervals,  more  or  less  short,  till  the  patient  was  considered 
perfectly  cured.  The  purgatives  employed  were  compound  powders  of 
jalap,  jalap  and  calomel,  su[)tMtartrate  of  potash,  infusion  of  senna, 
epsom  salts  and  compound  colocynlh  pills,  varied  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

"  In  1834  scarlet  fever  prevailed,  also,  at  the  London  Foundling 
Hospital,  and  upwards  of  a  hundred  children  were  seized  with  it.  Out 
of  this  number  only  three  died,  and  those  of  the  secondary  affection,  or 
dropsy.  The  treatment  in  this  case  was  principally  by  mineral  acids, 
small  quantities  of  wine,  jellies,  and  a  nourishing,  but  antiphlogistic  diet. 

"  Such  are  the  results  that  have  been  obtained  by  the  practice  of 
bleeding,  as  well  as  by  abstaining  from  it,  in  the  cure  of  scarlet  fever; 
and  if  we  compare  them,  the  results  will  stand  thus  : 

Of  121  treated  at  the  Foundling  Hospital,     -     -     -     -     19  died. 
60      "         "       London  Fever  Hospital,     -     -     -    10    " 


181  or  nearly  one  in  six  29 

While  of  200  treated  by  mineral  acids  and  wine,  -  -      2  died. 

160  "  purgatives  and  emetics,  -  -     16    " 

50  "  "  "  -  -       1    " 

45  "  «  "  .  -       3    " 

100  "         mineral  acids  and  wine,      -      -     3    " 


555  or  1  in  22  25 

"  It  seems,  therefore,  proved,  that  one  in  six  has  died  after  bleeding, 
while  only  one  in  tweniy-two  has  died  after  a  milder,  if  not  a  directly 
opposite  mode  of  treatment ;  and  the  conclusion  which  inevitably  fol- 
lows is,  that  the  chances  of  recovery  are  diminished  by  the  practice  of 
bleeding,  in  the  ratio  of  nearly  four  to  one,  as  compared  with  the 
chances  supposing  the  patient  not  to  have  been  bled."  (152.) — Johnson's 
Review,  Vol.  31,  pnges  64  and  65. 

The  following  is  the  course  of  practice  which  we  have  found  the 
most  effectual  in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina  ;  for  of  the  number  so  treated, 
about  one  in  a  hundred  only  have  died. 

In  the  slightest  forms  of  scarlet  fever,  very  little  or  no  medication  is 
necessary,  further  than  to  confine  the  patient  to  his  room,  and  to  an  nn- 
tiphloiiistic  regimen,  with  the  occasional  use  of  a  cathartic  of  calomel, 
or  calomel  and  jalap.     Tlje  patient,  however,  should  be  watched  at  the 
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decline  of  the  eruption,  and  diseased  action  combated  with  proper 
remedies,  for  rheumatism  or  dropsy  as  often  follows  the  mild  as  the 
severe  forms  of  the  disease. 

In  the  first  stage  of  the  higlily  inflammatory  form  of  scarlatina,  during 
the  severe  cold  chills  and  nausea,  the  precursors  of  high  arterial  action, 
an  emetic  of  ipecac  may  be  given,  and  worked  off  with  a  weak  infusion 
of  camomile  or  lukewarm  water ;  after  which,  if  there  is  a  tender- 
ness at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  five  or  six  leeches  (nay  be  applied  to 
that  region,  and  powders  composed  of  equal  parts  of  calomel,  pulv. 
antimonialis  and  camphorated  niire,  in  the  dose  of  from  one  to  six  grains 
of  each,  every  hour  or  two,  according  to  the  age  and  the  circumstances 
of  the  patient,  until  they  act  freely  upon  the  bowels,  when  the  interval 
between  the  powders  may  be  extended  to  four  hours,  and  between  each 
dose  an  effervescing  draught  of  soda  powders,  or  the  spirits  of  Mindere- 
rus,  should  be  employed.  But  generally  we  omit  the  emetic,  especially 
if  the  stomach  is  in  an  irritable  state,  and  give  the  compound  powders 
in  the  beginning  of  the  disease  ;  and  if  the  powders  are  rejected,  the  pulv. 
antimonialis  may  be  left  out,  and  the  calomel  and  nitre  continued  every 
hour  until  they  act  upon  the  bowels.  But  if  the  bowels  remain  constipated, 
notwithstanding  the  use  of  the  calomel,  either  croton  oil,  jalap,  an  infu- 
sion of  senna  and  manna,  or  epsom  salts,  should  be  given  to  quicken  the 
action  of  the  calomel  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  bowels  are  effectually  wrought 
upon,  and  the  stomach  become  quieted,  the  antimonialis  may  be  added 
to  the  calomel  and  nitre,  and  continued  through  the  two  first  stages,  or 
until  the  mouth  begins  to  be  touched  with  the  calomel,  when  it  must  be 
withdrawn,  and  the  other  two  powders  continued,  with  the  effervescing 
draught  between  them,  during  the  continuance  of  the  stage  of  excite- 
ment, when  they  should  also  be  omitted. 

Leeching  or  cupping  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach  will  relieve  the  irrita- 
bility of  that  organ  sooner  than  any  other  remedy,  and  prevent  a  violent 
reaction  when  the  stage  of  oppression  passes  off;  and  where  neither 
leeching  nor  cupping  can  be  practised,  general  bleeding  may  be  substi- 
tuted for  it  during  the  cold  chills,  if  the  symptoms  indicate  a  violent 
reaction.  General  bleeding,  however,  is  usually  deferred  to  the  stage  of 
excitement.  But  a  much  less  quantity  of  blood  taken  during  the  chills 
will  suffice  to  moderate  the  reaction,  than  would  control  it  alter  it  lias 
already  taken  place,  and  here  "  a  grain  preventive  is  better  than  a 
pound  curative."  However,  the  physician  is  not  always  called  until 
reaction  has  taken  place  ;  but  he  can  then  bleed,  unless  there  are 
insuperable  objections  to  it  by  the  patient  or  his  friends,  in  which  case 
the  affusion  or  sponging  with  cold  water,  or  water  and  vinegar,  may  be 
substituted  for  it  during  the  stage  of  excitement  only,  five  or  six  times  a 
day.  From  experience  we  can  recon)mend  the  application  of  cold 
water,  as  a  complete  substitute  for  bleeding,  in  eight  out  of  ten  cases  of 
the  inflammatory  scarlet  fever ;  and  sponging  is  so  much  more  easily 
managed  than  the  affusion,  that  in  our  practice  we  have  e;enerally  pre- 
ferred it. 

During  the  second  stage  of  the  disease,  if  the  throat  and  contiguous 
glands  are  much  swelled,  leeches  should  be  applied  under  each  ear;  and 
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after  they  have  droppefl  off  and  the  bleefling  has  ceased,  some  one  of 
the  cataplasms  above  menlioned  may  be  applied  to  the  swellings, 
and  renewed  every  four  hours,  iinfil  the  swellings  are  reduced,  when 
they  shoidd  be  omitted,  and  volatile  liniment  substituted  lor  them.  In 
the  mean  time  the  ulcers  of  the  throat  should  be  touched  twice  a  day 
with  either  a  solution  of  blue  vitriol  or  with  nitrate  of  silver.  After 
sloughing  has  commenced,  a  gargle  of  sixty  parts  of  water  to  one  of 
creosote  will  relieve  the  fetor  and  dispose  the  ulcers  to  heal.  A  solution 
of  llie  chloruret  of  lime  may  also  be  used  to  correct  the  fetor,  or  the 
acetous  tinctm-e  of  capsicum  saturated  with  common  salt  may  be  em- 
ployed for  the  same  purpose,  and  a  lunip  of  nitre  may  be  held  in  the 
mouth,  and  the  solution  swallowed. 

If,  notwithstanding  the  above  remedies,  the  reaction  continues  violent, 
bleeding  must  be  repeated,  and  the  excessive  action  reduced,  or  fatal 
lesions  of  the  vital  organs  are  sure  to  follow.  "  Blood  has  been  drawn 
at  all  periods  of  the  disease,  in  cases  where  the  state  of  the  lungs  and 
brain  required  it ;  and  should  the  operation  be  performed  during  the 
period  of  eruption,  it  will  disappear  if  a  sufficient  quantity  of  blood  be 
taken.  When  inflammation  of  the  throat  runs  very  high,  I  know  of  no 
remedy  productive  of  such  certain  and  immediate  good  effect  as  general 
bleeding  ;  but  should  the  patient's  strength  be  already  reduced,  leeches 
are  to  be  preferred." — Mackintosh's  Practice  of  Physic,  Vol.  l.,p.  194. 

Tn  all  cases  accompanied  with  violent  arterial  action,  where  general 
bleeding  is  impracticable,  as  in  the  case  of  infants,  leeches  should  be 
substituted  for  the  lancet.  Leeches  should  also  be  preferred  in  all  cases 
where  there  is  a  local  determination  of  blood,  whether  to  the  head, 
throat,  lungs,  liver  or  stomach,  when  the  leeches  should  be  applied  as 
near  the  part  affected  as  possible. 

If  the  febrifuge  powders  act  too  freely  upon  the  bowels,  or  symp- 
toms of  ptyalisin  bes,'in  to  appear,  the  calomel  should  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  antimonial  powders  and  camphorated  nitre  continued  until  the  fever 
abates;  but  if  a  looseness  still  continues,  one  or  two  grains  of  the  pulv. 
Doveri  may  be  added  to  each  [)ow(ler  until  the  diarrhoea  ceases.  As 
soon  as  the  excitement  is  removed,  the  cold  affusion  should  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  effervescing  draughts  changed  for  the  spirits  of  Minde- 
rerus,  prepared  with  excess  of  ammonia.  And  the  fever  powders 
should  not  be  given  after  collapse  conitiiences,  for  they  would  then 
increase  debility  and  often  prevent  recovery. 

In  general,  i(  the  vitiated  secretions  are  lemoved  by  a  proper  course 
of  cathartics  early  in  the  disease,  a  diarrhoea  does  not  occur  towards  its 
close;  but  if  it  sliould  come  on,  it  must  be  moderated  by  a  judicious 
employment  of  opiates,  absorbents,  and  occasionally  astringents,  inter- 
posed with  a  cathartic  of  rhubarb  and  calomel  from  time  to  time. 

The  Dover's  powders,  above  mentioned,  areaujoni:;  the  best  remedies 
for  the  cure  of  a  diarrhrea,  from  whatever  cause  it  may  originate;  for 
they  not  oidy  relieve  the  irritability  of  the  bowels,  but  determine  to  the 
surface,  and  direct  the  afflux  of  fluids  from  the  intestines — but  where 
there  is  much  heat  present  in  the  system,  the  powders  should  be  com- 
bined with  camphorated  nitre. 
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In  the  third  stage,  or  stage  of  collapse,  when  the  rash  is  passing  off, 
the  patient  should  be  narrowly  watched,  and  morbid  actions  promptly 
met  as  they  arise,  for  this  is  one  of  the  critical  periods  of  the  disease, 
wljen  the  patient  is  in  danger  of  being  eventually  lost  by  a  little 
neglect  of  the  attending  physician. 

When  febrile  heat  lias  ceased  and  debility  alone  remains,  the  patient 
may  take  one  or  two  grains  of  camphor  every  hour  or  two,  or  the  same 
quantity  of  the  carbonate  of  anmionia,  until  the  strength  is  recruited  ; 
and  at  the  same  time,  if  the  system  is  very  irritable,  a  small  Dover's 
powder  may  be  given  two  or  three  times  a  day.  During  the  convales- 
cence, if  debility  is  very  considerable,  the  patient  may  take  wine  and 
quinine,  but  generally  an  infusion  of  camomile  or  quassia,  with  ten  or 
fifteen  drops  of  elixir  vitiiol,  should  be  preferred. 

The  oxygenated  nmriatic  acid,  or  the  nitro-muriatic  acid,  are  pre- 
ferred by  some  physicians,  and  either  of  them  may  be  substituted  for 
the  diluted  sulphuric  acid. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  congestive  form  of  scarlet  fever  the  patient 
should  be  put  into  a  warm  bath  saturated  with  the  muriate  of  soda,  and 
frictions  with  flannel  should  be  applied  to  the  surfiice  of  the  body  at  the 
same  time,  or  any  one  of  the  forms  of  steam  bathing  may  be  employed; 
and  if  the  animal  heat  is  very  low,  w^arm  wine  and  water,  or  warm 
brandy  and  water,  may  be  given  until  the  heat  is  increased  and  the  cir- 
culation restored,  when  a  vein  should  be  opened,  and  the  patient  bled 
in  a  recumbent  posture  until  the  circulation  rises  and  the  oppression  is 
reitioved,  always  taking  care  to  feel  the  pulse  at  the  same  time,  and  to 
be  guided  in  the  quantity  taken  by  the  effect  which  the  bleeding  has 
upon  the  pulse.  If  the  pulse  rises  as  the  blood  flows,  the  bleeding 
should  be  continued  until  the  oppression  is  removed  ;  but  if  the  pulse 
sinks  lower  and  the  patient  feels  a  disposition  to  faint,  the  bleeding  must 
be  immediately  stopped,  and  warm  wine  or  warm  brandy  sling  be  libe- 
rally given  until  reaction  is  excited,  when  bleeding  may  again  be  at- 
tempted, and  in  the  mean  time  the  warm  stimulants  continued,  with  the 
warm  or  steam  bathing.  If  the  wine  or  brandy  disagree,  other  cordial 
stimulants  may  be  substituted  for  them,  such  as  ca[)sicum,  ammonia, 
ether,  sp.  lavender  com  p.  The  stimulants  should  be  continued  until 
reaction  connnences,  vvlien  they  may  be  withdrawn,  and  the  disease 
treated  according  to  the  rising  symptoms. 

At  the  very  commencement  of  the  attack,  in  addition  to  the  bleeding, 
the  patient  should  take  caloinel,  in  the  dose  of  ten  or  twelve  grains 
every  hour,  until  it  acts  upon  the  bowels  ;  but  if  it  does  not  take  effect  in 
the  course  of  six  or  eight  hours,  he  should  take  from  ten  to  fifteen  grains 
of  jalap  with  every  other  dose  of  the  calomel  ;  and  if  the  jalap  is  rejected 
from  the  stomach,  one  drop  of  croton  oil  may  be  substituted  for  it,  and 
given  with  each  dose  of  the  calomel,  and  continued  until  free  purgation 
is  effected.  A  large  stiujulatins;  enema,  made  of  an  infusion  of  niint, 
catnip  or  pennyroyal,  with  one  large  spoonful  of  salts  and  a  teaspoonful 
of  powdered  capsicum,  may  also  be  injected  every  two  hours  until  the 
rectum  is  thoroughly  emptied.     Injections   will   sooner  relieve  the  irri- 
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lability  of  the  stomach  than  almost  any  other  remedy  ;  but  if  retchini; 
coiiiiniies,  one  drop  of  creosote  on  suiiar  will  slop  it.  Such  is  the  tor- 
por of  the  bowels  in  these  cases,  that  lar;.'e  doses  of  cathartic  remedies 
are  required  before  an  opeiaiion  can  be  obtained. 

After  the  bowels  have  been  properly  evacuated,  the  calomel  should 
be  continued  in  smaller  doses,  at  longer  intervals  ;  and  when  fever  and 
reaction  take  place,  the  calomel  may  be  combined  with  the  febrifuge 
powders  above  mentioned  ;  otherwise  the  calomel  alone  should  be  con- 
tinued until  ptyalism  takes  place,  when  the  congestions  will  have  been 
removed,  the  circulation  equalized,  and  the  danger  of  the  disease  have 
passed  away. 

When  reaction  does  not  take  place  after  venesection,  Madeira  wine, 
with  cacriphor,  carbonate  of  ammonia,  chloric  ether,  or  other  diffusible 
stimulants,  should  be  employed,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
totns.  We  again  repeat,  that  capsicun)  powder,  in  the  dose  of  a  tea- 
spoonful,  in  these  cases,  is  one  of  the  best  of  remedies.  The  diffusible 
stinmlants  may  be  given  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  syn)ptoms, 
but  if  organic  lesions  are  present  they  are  generally  injurious.  Small 
doses  of  opium  or  Dover's  powders,  combined  with  the  calomel,  are 
often  highly  beneficial,  especially  when  excessive  debility  and  irritability 
exist  without  organic  lesion. 

The  depletive  and  alterative  plan  of  treatment  will  often  succeed  in 
the  congestive  for(n  of  scarlatina,  if  it  is  promptly  adopted,  and  pro- 
perly pursued  afterwards  ;  but  this  form  is  much  more  apt  to  prove  fatal 
than  any  other.  In  its  general  appearance  it  so  strongly  resembles  the 
late  epidemic  cholera,  that  it  has  been  mistaken  for  it.  A  genuine 
case  of  cholera  is  a  fair  speciinen  of  the  severest  form  of  congestive 
fever  ;  and  a  congestive  fever,  from  whatever  cause,  exhibits  the  same 
general  symptoms,  and  requires  the  same  general  method  of  treatment. 

According  to  our  views  of  the  scarlatina,  the  above  method  of  treat- 
ment, in  the  highly  inflatnmatory  and  in  the  congestive  forms,  is  the  niost 
judicious  which  can  be  employed  ;  but  between  the  two  extremes  of  the 
mild  inflammatory  and  the  typhus  gravior,  or  congestive  forms,  there 
are  so  many  shades  and  gradations,  from  the  nnldest  to  the  n)ost  grave 
disease,  that  the  treatment  must  vary  according  to  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  Much,  therefore,  must  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  at- 
tending physician. 

'•  Before  concluding  the  subject  of  scarlet  fever,  it  ought  to  be  noticed 
that  most  of  the  old  authors  are  for,  and  most  of  the  later  against, 
depletion  in  the  malignant  forms  ;  so  various  are  the  records  of  human 
opinion,  even  on  matters  of  vital  importance.  The  theories  of  medical 
men  are  constantly  changing,  but  diseases  have  always  been  imder  the 
same  influences  ;  as  the  planets  revolve  by  the  same  laws,  whatever 
conjectures  were  formed  of  them  in  the  lapse  of  ages.  The  opinions  of 
men  may  vary,  but  the  operations  of  nature  are  unchangeable." 

"■  In  briuiiing  my  observations  to  a  close,  I  must  once  more  repeat,  that 
as  the  partial  application  of  the  active  means  recommended  would  not  an- 
swer in  the  early  stages  of  the  highly  malignant  scarlet  fever,  so  their  use 
m  the  last  would  be   inevitably  mortal ;  and  1  must,  tlierefore,  earnestly 
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caution  those  who  may  hereafter  try  them,  alike  to  avoid  their  partial  or 
late  employment." — Armstrong  on  Scarlet  Fever,  yages  64  and  67. 

The  convalescence  in  scarlatina  is  often  very  tedious,  but  may  be 
shortened  by  a  judicious  use  of  mineral  acids  and  bitter  infusions.  An 
excited  and  feverish  state  of  the  system  often  accompanies  t!ie  process 
of  desquamation,  and  requires  the  employment  of  salme  and  active 
aperient  remedies.  And  it  should  be  further  observed,  that  after  an 
attack  of  scarlatina  the  system  is  very  susceptible  of  diseased  action, 
and  hence  very  slight  colds  often  renew  general  or  local  inflammatory 
action,  one  of  the  results  of  which  is,  an  inflammatory  croup.  But 
according  to  our  observations,  this  form  of  croup  more  often  follows  the 
scarlatina  sine  eriipiione,  than  any  other  form  of  the  scarlet  fever,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  sometimes  caused  by  the  ulcerations  of  the 
fauces  travelling  down  the  trachea  ;  but  the  disease  is  often  the  conse- 
quence of  the  neglect  of  calomel  and  other  depleting  remedies,  in  the 
previous  disease.  And,  therefore,  whenever  it  does  occur,  it  must  be 
treated  with  bleeding,  leeching,  blistering,  and  calomel,  in  the  dose  of 
three  or  four  grains  every  hour,  until  it  acts  upon  the  bowels,  after  which 
it  may  be  given  every  four  hours  in  diminished  doses,  combined  with 
pulvis  antimonialis  and  camphorated  nitre  from  the  commencement  of 
its  employmetU,  and  in  the  interval  between  the  powders  a  proper  quan- 
tity of  Coxe's  hive  syrup  may  be  given. 

The  inflammatory  rheumatistn  is  another  disease  which  results  from 
the  morbid  action  which  follows  the  scarlet  (ever,  and  is  to  be  treated  by 
one  general  bleeding,  and  leeches  afterwards  if  more  bleeding  is  required  ; 
also  a  cathartic  of  calomel  and  jalap,  repeated  according  to  circumstan- 
ces, with  occasional  blisters.  But  the  jndicious  use  of  the  wine  of  col- 
chicum,  in  the  dose  of  from  five  to  twenty  drops  four  times  a  day,  will 
often  prevent  the  necessity  of  bleeding  more  than  once.  Digitalis,  from 
its  power  of  controlling  the  circulation,  is  olten  veiy  eflicacious  in  the 
treatment  of  the  rheumatism  whi-h  follows  the  scarlet  fever. 

Another  result  of  the  morbid  action  following  the  scarlatina,  about  the 
twenty-second  day  from  the  decline  of  the  eruption,  is  either  an  ana- 
sarca, ascites,  hydrocephalus,  hydrothorax,  or  hydrops  pericardii.  These 
dropsical  afl^ections  are  best  removed  by  the  use  of  digitalis  and  a  liberal 
use  of  cream  of  tartar,  occasionally  interposing  a  cathartic  of  calomel 
and  jalap.  Colchicum  is  also  often  highly  beneficial,  and  sometimes 
bleeding,  and  at  other  limes  cordials  and  tonics;  but  generally  digitalis 
will  be  found  the  most  efficacious  of  any  single  remedy.  The  best 
preventives  of  these  secondary  diseases  are  proper  depletion  in  the  pri- 
mary alTection,  avoiding  the  use  of  stimulants  and  taking  cold  durini:  the 
stale  of  convalescence,  and  taking  magnesia  and  cream  of  tartar  daily, 
in  doses  sufficient  to  keep  the  bowels  moderately  loose. 

Palliatives  and  Preventives. — Experience  has  taught  us  that  pre- 
mising a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap,  and  confining  the  patient  to  a  low 
diet,  after  exposure  to  the  contagion  of  scarlatina,  will  influence  this 
disease,  and  render  it  as  much  milder  as  a  preparation  of  dieting  and 
physic  does  the  smallpox  ;  and  therefore  when  one  of  the  mendiers  of 
a  large  family  is  attacked  with  the  scarlet  fever,  the  others  are  directed 
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to  take  the  above  cathartic,  and  to  confine  themselves  to  a  low  diet. 
The  restih  has  been,  that  not  one  of  the  family  so  treated  has  afierwaids 
had  the  n)ahgnanl  variety  of  the  disease.  Physicians  may  rest  assured, 
that  if  the  cathartic  is  seasonably  given,  and  the  low  diet  .^iricily  ad- 
hered to,  the  disease  will  generally  appear  in  its  mildest  form,  and  con- 
sequently many  valuable  lives  be  preserved. 

Precaution  should  always  be  taken  to  keep  the  sick  and  ;he  well  in 
difTerent  apartments  when  it  can  be  done  ;  and  the  sick  rooms  should 
be  ventilated  as  much  as  possible,  the  floor  often  sprinkled  with  vinegar, 
and  the  bed  clothes  and  body  linen  often  changed.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, we  have  found  the  disease  much  less  apt  to  spread  through 
the  whole  family,  tlian  when  the  different  members  pron)iscuously  mix 
in  the  rooms  of  the  sick.  Hence,  like  typhus,  the  scarlet  fever  is  much 
more  apt  to  show  its  contagious  nature  among  the  poor,  in  crowded  un- 
ventilated  apartments,  than  amongst  the  wealthy  who  occupy  large 
airy  dwellings. 

Dr.  Sims  found  rhubarb,  in  small  doses,  a  good  preventive. 

In  Germany,  Dr.  Hahnem.ann,  of  Leipsic,  has  proposed  the  use  of 
belladonna  for  the  same  purpose  ;  and  from  its  power  of  lessening  the 
irritability  of  the  system,  we  should  judge  it  to  be  a  valuable  preventive 
of  scarlatina. 

The  following  paragraph  is  from  the  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 

"  Dr.  Berndt,  of  Custrin,  states  that  out  of  one  hundred  antJ  ninety- 
five  cases  of  children  under  fourteen,  who  took  the  belladonna,  and 
were  freely  exposed  to  the  contagion,  fourteen  only  were  infected  :  and 
that  when  he  afterwards  used  a  stronger  preparation  of  that  drug,  every 
one  escaped:  all  those  exposed  in  families,  who  had  the  scarlatina,  and 
who  did  not  take  the  medicine,  took  the  disease;  whilst  those  who  did, 
escaped.  Other  strong  testimonies  are  given  in  its  favor.  Koseff,  of 
Berlin,  states  that  if  the  belladonna  be  taken  in  proper  doses  for  eight 
or  nine  days  before  exposure,  the  persons  taking  it  are  safe.  The 
quantities  given  are  very  small.  Three  grains  of  the  extract  are  dis- 
solved in  an  ounce  of  cinnamon  water,  and  of  this  two  or  three  drops 
are  given  to  a  child  under  twelve  months,  and  one  drop  more  for  every 
year  above  that.  In  general,  no  effect  is  produced  by  it ;  sometimes, 
however,  it  produces  an  eruption  like  that  of  scarlatina.  It  renders  the 
attack  more  mild,  if  it  does  not  prevent  the  disease,  and  if  taken  four 
or  five  days  before  exposure,  the  disease  never  proves  fatal." 


DR.    ALCOTTS  WORK   ON   VEGETABLE   DIET— No.  III. 

[Communicated  for  (he   Boston    Medic.il    and   8urgien1  Joiirnnl.] 

I  NOW  come  to  the  evidence  which  Dr.  Alcott  adduces  in  support  of 
his  opinions.  In  the  first  place,  the  donor  gives  us  several  letters  from 
different  persons  in  this  country,  which  he  intends  shall  sustain  him  in  his 
views.  Tliese  letters  he  seems  to  regard  as  a  great  triumph.  He  dwells 
on  them  with  much  self-complacency,  and   takes  every  opportunity  to 
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thrust  the  evidence  wliich  they  furnish  in  the  face  of  his  opponents. 
On  them  he  relies  to  meet  objections,  to  silence  cavillers,  and  to  stop  the 
mouths  of  skeptics.  He  is  astonished  that  they  are  all  so  favorable  to  the 
vegetable-diet  system,  and  appears  to  reg;ard  the  unbelievers  in  this  sys- 
tem as  now  nearly  annihilated.  He  dwells  particularly  on  the  medical 
testimony  which  the  letters  contain  touching  the  sovereign  powers  of 
bran  bread,  and  talks  as  though  the  whole  medical  world  had  now  come 
out  its  uncompromising  advocates.  But  it  will,  perhaps,  be  worth  our 
while  to  take  a  look  at  these  letters. 

The  letters  are  twenty-three  in  number.  They  contain  the  testimony 
of  fourteen  physicians,  one  dentist,  six  squires,  and  two  ladies.  They 
are  the  result,  as  has  already  l)een  said,  of  the  joint  labors  of  Dr.  Alcott 
and  Dr.  North.  Dr.  Alcoit  has  been  laboring  at  this  business  "  from 
his  very  childhood,"  say  thirty  years  ;  and  Dr.  North  has  labored,  at 
least,  several  years.  They  addressed  letters  to  individuals,  and  |Hiblished 
circulars  in  the  medical  journals,  requesting'  information  confirmatory  of 
their  views.  The  circulars  alone  (judging  from  the  manner  they  were 
published)  must  have  been  read  by,  at  least,  five  thousand  persons.  I 
leave  the  reader  to  judge  whether  the  number  of  twenty-three  is  a  very 
extraordinary  proportion,  considering  the  time  spent  and  the  pains  taken 
to  pick  up  evidence.  What  great  error  is  there  that  ever  sought  footing 
in  our  world,  which  did  not  gain  more  supporters?  Suppose  the  bran- 
bread  system  to  be  a  great  humhvg,  as  it  undoubtedly  is.  is  it  any  more 
strange  that  it  should  find  advocates  in  this  land,  than  the  thousand  other 
impositions  which  are  daily  palmed  off  on  a  credulous  people — animal 
magnetisn),  Owenism,  Matthiasism,  Mormonism,  Maria  jMonkism,  Fanny 
Wrightism,  &c.  &.c.  ?  Either  of  these  impostures  is  (or  has  been)  as  well 
supported,  so  far  as  names  give  support,  as  the  exclusive  vegetable  diet 
system  of  Dr.  Alcott  and  .^Ir.  Graham.  Why,  then,  all  ihis  flourish  of 
trumpets  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Alcott,  because  he  has  been  able  to  find, 
after  much  hard  labor,  a  few  half  dozens  of  persons  wlio  give  some 
countenance  to  his  errors?  Are  all  the  extravagant  and  absurd  fancies 
of  our  day  to  be  regarded  as  truth  because  they  are  each  duly  certified 
by  certain  moon-struck  gentlemen  and  ladies  ? 

But  what  do  the  much-vaunted  letters,  which  Dr.  Alcott  publishes, 
really  amount  to  ?  I  have  allowed  their  number  to  be  twenty-three, 
but  I  have  not  said  that  two  of  them  are  adverse  to  Dr.  A.'s  system. 
One  of  the  writers.  Dr.  Preston,  tried  Dr.  Alcott's  plan  of  living,  and 
declares  he  should  have  died,  if  he  had  not  changed  his  course.  An- 
other, Dr.  Harden,  states  a  case  in  which  alarming  debility,  swelled 
legs,  cramps,  &ic.,  were  caused,  as  he  supposed,  by  a  too  rigid  adherence 
to  the  lauded  system  of  Dr.  A.  I  shall  not  notice  the  doctor's  way  of 
getting  over  these  cases.  His  arguments,  to  say  the  most  of  them,  are 
nothing  better  than  quibbles.  But  1  am  impatient  to  get  at  the  medical 
testimony  contained  in  these  letters,  which  is  deemed  of  such  vast  im- 
portance in  settling  this  bran-bread  controversy.  Vegetable  diet  as 
sanctioned  by  medical  men,  says  the  title  page  of  Dr.  Alcott's  book. 
And  are  the  doctor's  vagaries  really  sanctioned  by  medical  men  ?  May 
he  with  truth  say  that  he   is  upheld  in  his  extravagances  by  the  great 
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body  of  physicians  ?  Willi  what  justice  can  he  assume  that  the  pro- 
fession is  on  his  side  ? 

To  '^we  Dr.  Alcott  a  fair  rhance,  1  will  ijive  the  names  of  the  physi- 
cians who  report  favorahly  in  part  of  his  system  :  —  D.  S.  Wiii^ht, 
Whitehall,  N.  Y.  ;  H.  A.  Barrows,  Phillips,  Me.  ;  C.  Bannister, 
Phelps,  N.  Y.  ;  L.  Terry,  Franklin,  Vt.  ;  W.  H.  Webster,  Baiavia, 
N.  Y.  ;  J.  Porter,  North  Brcokfield,  Ms.  ;  N.  J.  Knight,  Truro,  Ms.  ; 
L.  Keep,  Fair  Haven,  Ct.  ;  H.  H.  Brown,  West  Randolph,  Vt.  ;  F. 
Knox,  St.  Louis,  Mi.  ;  and  "a  highly  respeftahle  physician  "  without  a 
name.  In  this  list  we  have  not  included  Dr.  Alcott  himself,  nor  Dr. 
Parmly,  a  dentist.  The  lai'.er,  indeed,  does  not  seem  to  be  a  thorough- 
going bran-bread  man,  for  he  eats  butter,  eggs,  and  niilk,  and  ap- 
proves of  fish,  fowl  and  mutton.  Dr.  Alcott's  real  numerical  strength, 
then,  may,  for  the  present,  be  adtnitled  to  be  ten  (we  cannot,  of  course, 
include  in  this  estimate  "the  highly  respectable  physician"  without  a 
name).  These  ten  the  doctor  would  have  us  regard  as  the  profession. 
T  do  not  think  that  they,  as  inrlividuals,  would  be  much  pleased  with  this 
rude  use  of  their  names.  The  position  which  they  hold  in  Dr.  A.'s 
book  is  certainly  not  a  very  enviable  one  for  modest  men.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  they  are  all  hiuh-minded  and  respectable  physicians,  but  I 
venture  nothing  in  saying  that,  as  a  body,  they  are  unknown  to  the  pro- 
fession. As  for  myself,  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  of  one  of  them, 
with  the  exception  of  a  single  individual — a  very  worthy  and  respecta- 
ble man — until  I  saw  their  names  paraded  in  the  volume  before  me. 
Certain  it  is,  they  cannot  claim  the  right  (they  would  doubtless  shrink 
at  the  thousihl)  of  speaking  for  their  professional  brethren.  They  seem 
to  have  been  <renerally  young  n)en,  honest  in  their  intentions,  but  with- 
out much  experience  or  practice.  At  any  rate,  they  give  no  cases  to 
illustrate  their  views.  There  is  not  a  fully  detailed  case  to  be  found  in 
all  their  letters — a  case  so  staled  that  a  reader  could  form  an  indepen- 
dent oi)inion  concerning  the  alleged  elTects  of  an  exclusive  vetietable  diet 
on  the  health.  Several  cases  (seven  in  the  whole)  are  alluded  to,  it 
is  true,  but  they  are  little  nmre  than  alluded  to.  No  particulars  are 
given.  How  shall  we  account  for  this  want  of  facts  to  illustrate  the 
principles  maintained  ?  Docs  not  this  want  show  that  bran-bread  doc- 
tors form  their  opinions  hastily,  and  without  a  very  large  share  of  obser- 
vation and  ex|)erience?  One  of  Dr.  A.'s  coi respondents  above  named 
savs,  rather  unwittini^ly,  that  he  has  had  no  cases  of  "  phthisis,  scrofida 
and  dyspepsia  "  to  treat,  and  therefore  cannot  tell  the  effects  of  a  vege- 
table diet  on  such. 

But  there  is  a  very  ^rave  objection  to  the  medical  testimony  which 
Dr.  Alcott  offers,  which  has  not  yet  been  noticed.  His  witnesses,  in 
nearly  every  in'^tance,  seem  to  have  been  broken-down  dyspeptics,  or 
invalids  of  some  description  or  other.  They  testify  concerning  means 
which  they  have  used  in  their  own  diseases,  and  every  one  knows  what 
miserable  doctors  ph)si(rians  are  when  thev  come  to  practise  on  them- 
selves. They  are  a  little  njore  likely  to  be  whimsical,  lo  form  extrava- 
cant  opinions,  and  to  judi;e  wildly,  concerning  themselves,  when  they 
are  sick,  than  any  other  class  of  people.     They  are  always  thinking  of 
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their  own  complaints,  watcliing  llie  operation  of  tlie  organs,  feeling  the 
pulse,  looking  at  tlie  tongue,  and  examining  anxiously  vvliaiever  they  eat 
or  drink  or  wear.  I  have  known  several  pliy^iicians,  dyspeptics,  who 
have  worked  themselves  into  a  perfect  frenzy  l)y  fixing  their  minds 
too  intently  on  their  own  complaints.  They  have,  in  fact,  heconie 
monomaniacs  on  the  subject  of  their  own  health.  The  opinion  of  such 
persons  concerning  themselves  is,  of  course,  worth  nothing.  They  mis- 
take entirely  the  nature  of  their  own  diseases,  and  of  the  means  best 
calculated  to  relieve  them.  Their  opinions  rej^arding  ihe  beneficial  or 
injurious  operation  of  remedies  are  the  result  of  impulse  and  feeling, 
and  are  as  likely  to  be  wrong  as  right.  Though  I  presume  Dr.  A.'s 
correspondents  are  not,  as  a  body,  as  desperately  ofi^as  some  physicians 
I  have  known,  their  letters,  1  think,  give  evidence  that  some  of  them 
are  beside  themselves — that  the  health  has  operated  injuriously  on  the 
mind,  as  well  as  the  mind  on  the  health.  At  any  rale,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  regard  their  testimony  of  much  worth,  coming  in  the  way  it  does, 
and  unsupported,  as  it  is,  by  observation  and  experience  beyond  one's 
self.  Besides,  tlie  dispute  between  Dr.  A.  and  myself  is  not  whether 
an  exclusive  vegetable  diet  may  not  be  proper  for  the  sick,  such  as  Dr. 
A.'s  witnesses  seem  to  have  been  ;  but  whether  such  a  diet  oui^ht  to  be 
adopted  by  all,  sick  and  well,  the  sedentary  and  active,  the  studious  and 
laborious.  Though  the  doctor's  correspondents  were  really  benefited 
and  cured  by  a  meagre  vegetable  diet,  that  fact  does  not  prove  that 
others  who  are  well  enough  would  be  made  better  by  adopting  his  bran- 
bread  and  dried-ap|)Ie  system  of  living — the  real  question  at  issue. 
He  seems  to  think  that  whenever  a  man  testifies  to  the  importance  of  a 
spare  diet  in  curing  certain  diseases,  he  has  so  much  evidence  in  favor 
of  his  starvation  plan  for  all  mankind.  Thus  he  is  perpetually  losing 
sight  of  the  real  matter  in  disjiute,  or  confounding  it  with  others  which 
have  no  connection  with  it.  Some  of  his  authorities,  whose  names  I 
have  given,  evidently  design  that  their  remarks  shall  apply  to  those  that 
are  sick,  and  not  to  such  as  are  well.  Dr.  Knox  thinks  a  "  vegetable 
diet  of  the  utmost  consequence  in  most  diseases,"  but  says  not  a  word 
about  starving  those  that  have  no  disease.  This  opinion  of  Dr.  Knox 
is  not  new.  Most  will  approve  of  it  with,  perha|)s,  a  little  modification 
of  the  language  in  which  it  is  expressed.  It  did  not  require  to  be  bla- 
zoned abroad  in  a  book  made  for  the  purpose.  As  for  tlie  most  objec- 
tionable part  of  Dr.  A.'s  systetn — the  confining  of  laboring  people  to 
the  pap  of  invalids,  or  to  a  scanty  diet  of  vegetables  and  fruits,  under 
the  expectation  of  making  them  healthier,  stronger  and  longer  lived — not 
one  of  his  medical  authorities  seems  to  approve  it.  Several  of  thetn, 
indeed,  express  an  opinion  directly  adverse  to  it.  Several  others,  as  I 
have  already  said,  breathe  not  a  thought  which  could  bear  us  out  in 
applying  their  remarks  to  others  than  invalids.  Though  their  ideas  are, 
in  general,  sufficiently  erroneous,  when  applied  to  the  sick  universally, 
yet  1  rejoice  that  they  cannot  be  chai'Ljed  with  going  all  lenijths  with 
Dr.  Alcott  in  his  very  foolish  and  impracticable  plan  of  n)aking  the 
world  a  great  hospital  of  incurables.  But  my  sheet  is  full.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  finish  what  I  have  to  say,  next  week. 
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RHUS   RADICANS. 

To  the  E'lllor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jovrval, 
Sir, —  In  addition  to  Dr.  Tooiliaker's  article  contained  in  I  he  Journal  of 
October  24,  on  Rluis  radioans,  I  would  say,  as  a  caution  to  those  dis- 
posed to  chew  the  leaves  of  this  jilant  as  a  prophylactic,  that  the  result 
will  be  what  common  sense  would  dictate,  viz.,  an  intense  inflammation 
and  vesicular  eruption  of  the  mucous  membrane,  so  far  as  the  acrid 
juices  of  the  plant  are  ap|)lied.  I  learned  this  in  childhood,  by  sad 
experience,  having  repeatedly  heard  it  reconunended  as  a  perfect  safe- 
guard to  subsequent  exposure  ;  but  in  my  case  the  theory  was  proved 
to  be  false,  as  in  no  way  did  it  overcome  my  susceptibilities. 

Persons  obnoxious  to  this  poison,  after  a  day  of  great  exposure,  can 
in  most  cases  ensure  to  themselves  impunity  from  its  effects,  by  a 
thorough  bathing  at  evening  in  a  sat.  sol.  of  muriate  of  soda  ;  and  those 
not  obnoxious  to  its  external  a|)plication;  may  generally  chew  it  with 
the  greatest  impunity.  Hence  the  physician  who  should  render  only  a 
tacit  assent  for  a  trial  of  the  leaves  of  this  plant  as  a  prophylactic,  would 
be  quite  likely  soon  to  involve  hitnself  in  a  serious  dilemma  ;  he  had  far 
better  recommend  to  his  [)atients  to  avoid  exposure. 

Orford,  N.  11,    Oct.  30,  1833.  Willard  Hosford. 


ASTER    NOVANGLFA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jovrnal. 

Sir, — in  the  llth  No.  of  the  present  Vol.  of  your  Journal,  I  observed 
a  communication  from  your  friend,  Dr.  Partridge,  respecting  the  Aster 
I^ovanglin,  and  its  medicinal  qualities,  in  which  he  says,  "  it  is  proba- 
bly described  in  some  Botany,  but  not  in  Eaton's."  I  think  the  Dr. 
must  be  a  little  mistaken,  for  he  may  find  it  well  described  in  Eaton's 
6th  edition,  page  39ih,  in  his  arrangement  of  the  species.  I  was  much 
delisihted  to  hear  so  enlightened  a  physician  as  Dr.  P.  speak  in  favor  of 
this  useful  but  neglected  plant,  which  in  the  hands  of  herbalists  has 
been  beneficially  used  in  many  cutaneous  diseases,  and  which  in  the 
bands  of  enlightened  and  scientific  physicians  would  become  a  valuable 
adjunct  to  the  medical  botany  of  our  country. 

Dr.  P.  may  also  find  a  notice  of  this  plant  in  the  "  Medical  Flora, 
or  Manual  of  Medical  Botany  of  the  United  States  of  N.  America,  by 
C.  S.  Rafines(|ue,  Vol.  2nd,  p.  198,  where  it  is  said  to  be  used  in  de- 
coction, both  externally  and  internally,  in  many  diseases  of  the  skin,  and 
that  it  removes  the  poisonous  state  of  the  skin  caused  by  Rhus  or 
Sumac.  VVm.  Tripure. 

Shaker  Village,  N.  IL,  Nov.  7,  1838. 


A  new  edition  of  Diinglison's  Medical  Dictionary,  in  one  volume,  is 
in  press  in  Philadelphia.  A  new  edition  of  Forbes's  translation  of  Laen- 
nec  on  diseases  of  the  chest,  by  Dr.  Fisher,  of  Boston,  is  also  nearly  ready. 
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FUNCTIONS  OF  THE   CEREBELLUM. 

A  WORK  is  on  sale  at  Marsh,  Capen  8c  Lyon's,  with  this  title — "  On  the 
Fiinciions  of  the  CerebeUiim,  by  Drs.  Gull,  Vimonl,  and  Bronssais;  trans- 
lated from  the  French,  by  Georo^e  Combe  :  also,  Answers  to  Objections  nrged 
against  Phrenology  by  Drs.  Roget,  Rudolphi,  Prichard  and  Tiedemann, 
by  George  Combe  and  Dr.  Andrew  Combe.'"  It  was  published  quite 
recently  in  Edinburgh,  a  few  copies  only  having  reached  this  country. 
No  man  at  all  conversant  with  the  commonly  received  physiological 
opinions  of  the  day,  can  read  this  book  without  being  struck  with  the 
importance  of  the  discovery  which  is  laid  open.  By  the  mere  arrange- 
ment of  cases,  there  is  a  display  of  irresistible  evidences,  which  show 
that  we  have  all  been  groping  in  the  dark  after  truths  which  nature  has 
always  displayed  in  the  clear  light  of  day.  The  discoveries  of  Gall  in 
relation  to  the  functions  of  the  cerebellum,  had  he  done  nothing  else, 
would  have  been  in  themselves  sufficient  claims  to  all  the  distinction 
which  has  been  grudgingly  meted  out  to  his  memory  in  nearly  all  the 
old  countries  of  Europe,  and  in  America.  A  thinking,  reflecting  practi- 
tioner of  medicine,  after  studying  this  very  able  and  certainly  original 
display  of  profound  investigation,  could  not  in  conscience  any  longer 
continue  that  misapplication  of  remedies  to  organs,  the  derangements  of 
which,  instead  of  being  local,  depend  entirely  on  a  diseased  condition  of 
some  particular  part  of  the  encephalon.  To  the  mere  general  reader  the 
work  would  afford  extraordinary  interest,  though  properly  fitted  to  the 
meridian  and  capacities  of  professed  anatomists  and  physiologists.  Dr. 
Gall's  petition  and  remonstrance  against  an  order  issued  by  Francis  the 
tirst.  Emperor  of  Germany,  for  prohibiting  him  from  delivering  lectures 
on  the  functions  of  the  brain,  without  special  permission,  is  a  masterly 
performance,  and  worthy  of  the  genius  of  the  great  but  abused  philoso- 
pher who  wrote  it.  This  closes  the  book,  and  here,  too,  we  are  obliged 
to  leave  it,  not,  however,  without  urging  it  upon  all  our  readers. 


The  Remains  of  Dr.  Physick. — Dr.  P.  left  a  paper  directing  the  dispo- 
sition of  his  body  after  death,  as  follows  : — a  dissection  was  absolutely 
prohibited  ;  no  one  was  to  touch  him  but  two  females,  who  had  been  hi» 
domestics  for  the  last  twenty  years.  He  was  not  to  be  taken  from  his 
bed  for  some  time,  but  to  be  wrapt  up  in  it  warmly  ;  the  room  was  to  be 
kept  well  warmed  till  putrefaction  had  commenced.  He  was  then  to  be 
covered  with  flannel  and  placed  in  a  wooden  coffin,  painted  outside,  witb 
a  mattress  in  the  bottom  ;  and  this  coffin  was  to  be  placed  within  a  leaden 
one,  and  soldered  up  closely.  A  public  notice  was  to  be  given  of  the 
period  of  his  interment,  but  no  invitations  issued.  It  happened  that  the 
warmth  of  his  chamber,  says  Dr.  Bell's  Journal,  acting  upon  remains 
predisposed  by  disease  to  a  ready  putrefaction,  soon  brought  about  that 
evidence  of  death,  and  he   was  accordingly  enclosed  as  he  wished,  i» 
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addition  to  wliich,  there  was  another  coffin  covered  with  black.  Among 
the  other  peculiar  arrangements,  attending  his  death,  was  a  ri^id  watch 
being  kept  for  six  weeks,  during  the  night,  over  the  place  of  his  inter- 
ment, and  which  was  said  to  be  according  to  his  directions,  to  prevent  the 
body  from  being  disturbed. 

With  strong  sentiments  of  piety,  says  the  necrological  notice,  he  was 
constantly  in  a  state  of  an.xious  vacillation  in  regard  to  the  Christian  faith. 
Impelled  to  it  on  one  side  by  a  sense  of  his  helplessness  ;  of  the  neces- 
sity of  a  support  more  than  the  world  could  give  ;  by  a  feeling  of  re- 
spect for  a  system  so  universally  difluscd,  advocated  and  adopted  by  men 
of  the  greatest  virtue  and  intelligence  :  on  the  other  side,  he  was  re- 
pelled trom  it  by  the  invincible  principles  of  his  own  n)ind.  It  was  an 
incomprehen.-<ible  code  to  him,  and  so  it  continued  to  the  last.  "  In  for- 
mer years,  I  have  heard  him  say,  when  ruminating  on  the  subject — 
*  Death,  what  can  it  be  ;  with  all  our  inquiry,  it  is  at  last  a  fearful  step  in 
the  dark.'" 


Louisiana  Medical  College. — We  understand  that  Dr.  J.  B.  S.  Jack- 
son, of  this  city,  has  recently  been  offered  the  chair  of  anatomy,  in  this 
flourishing  institution.  If  the  college  had  been  fortunate  in  securing  the 
services  of  this  gentleman,  it  would  have  had  an  able  teacher  and  an  ex- 
cellent, talented,  worthy  man.  VVe  congratulate  the  profession  in  this 
city  that  they  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  services  of  so  well-trained — 
indeed  we  may  say  eminent — a  pathologist,  and  trust  we  may  soon  be 
able  to  make  the  announcement  that  the  services  he  can  so  well  render 
are  to  be  permanently  secured  to  us. 

/ 


Enlargement  of  the  Mammce. — A  stout  muscular  vian,  aged  60,  in 
England,  has  recently  presented  the  phenomena  of  enlarged,  pendulous 
mammae,  accompanied  with  a  wasting  of  the  testes.  The  circumference 
of  the  mammse  at  the  base  is  fifteen  inches  ;  length,  vertically,  6i  ; 
length,  transversely,  8  ;  the  nipple  faintly  colored,  with  an  areola  of 
about  one  inch  breadth.  There  is  no  appearance  of  milk.  The  right 
testicle  has  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  left  about  half  the  natural 
size.  The  cause  is  supposed  to  be  a  fall  in  1835.  In  attempting  to  leap 
a  trench,  he  struck  his  chest  against  the  opposite  side,  which  precipitated 
him  to  the  bottom,  a  distance  of  ten  feet,  and  caused  a  blow  upon  hia 
loins,  and  another  upon  his  neck,  on  the  second  dorsal  vertebra.  In  this 
state  he  remained  inscmsible  for  live  hours.  Three  days  after,  he  felt 
acute  pain  in  the  mammre,  which  became  red,  and  began  gradually  to 
increase.  About  five  weeks  after  the  fall  severe  pains  were  felt  darting 
from  the  lumbar  region  in  the  direction  of  the  spermatic  cord  to  the 
testes,  which  were  very  painful.  His  voice  soon  altered,  becoming  more 
feminine,  and  he  believes  a  change  took  place  in  the  back  of  his  head, 
the  horizontal  circumference  of  which  is  'iS  inches.  The  changes  in  the 
mamma;  and  testes  have  been  gradually  progressing  to  the  present  time. 
Previous  to  the  accident  he  possessed  perfect  virility,  and  had  from  boy- 
hood been  extravagantly  devoted  to  the  female  sex  ;  but  afterwards  he 
lost  all  |)ower  of  sexual  intercourse,  and  this  impotence  still  continues. 


The  lihuk  Color  nf  a  Hcruin  of  the  Iris,  cxphiincd. — The  black  color 
of  a  recent  hernia  or  prolapsus  of  the  iris,  may  be  referred  to  the  con- 
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tact  of  the  pigmentum  niorrum  to  the  point  of  the  adhesion  with  the  cor- 
nea. The  heriiige  imbedded  in  cicatrices  of  the  cornea,  after  firm  union 
has  taken  place,  are  likewise  black.  This  obtains  in  both  cases,  what- 
ever may  be  the  color  of  the  iris.  The  resemblance  which  an  incipient 
hernia  bears  to  the  head  of  the  house-fly,  has  obtained  lor  it  the  name  of 
myocephalon. 

Indigo  in  Epilepsy. — Dr.  Roth,  of  Mayence,  has  published  a  paper  on 
the  employment  of  indigo  in  spasmodic  affections,  especially  epilepsy. 
It  is  given  in  the  shape  of  an  electuary  made  with  syrup  and  water  two 
parts,  indigo  one  part  ;  of  this  mixture  an  ounce  is  a  fair  dose.  In  the 
form  of  powder  it  is  apt  to  create  irritation  and  spasm  of  the  fauces.  A 
tendency  to  diarrhoea  sometimes  follows  its  employment,  and  must  be 
checked  by  astringents.  Nausea  and  vomiting  are  produced  by  a  large 
dose.     It  was  beneficial  in  many  cases. — London  Lancet. 

Digitalis. — M.  Labelonge  having  made  numerous  experiments  on 
digitalis,  is  of  opinion  that  the  medicinal  principle  of  this  plant  has 
not  yet  been  obtained  in  a  separate  state  ;  that  water  takes  up  only 
a  few  of  the  principles,  while  alcohol  takes  up  only  certain  other 
ones  ;  hence  digitalis  should  be  treated  with  water  and  alcohol  to- 
gether, or  with  alcohol  at  twenty-two  degrees,  in  order  to  produce 
an  hydro-alcoholic  extract,  containing  the  volatile  oil,  resins,  salts, 
bitter  extractive  principle,  &.c.,  of  the  plant. — Journal  de  Cliimie. 

Died, — In  Montgomery  Co.,  Texas,  Dr.  Daniel  Quiniby,  of  Sandwich,  N.  H. 
— At  Paris,  Dr.  Alexander  Thomson,  son  of  Prof.  A.  T,  Thomson,  of  University 
College,  London. 

Whole  nimiber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  tlie  week  eiidins;  Nov.  17,  31.     Mnles,  15 — females,  16. 

Of  consiiinption,  '3 — deliriuju  tremens,  1 — hooiiini:  cough,  ]  — croup,  3 — iritiamnratiou  of  the  lungs,  1 
— typhous  fever,  3 — old  age,  2 —convulsions,  1  — iiitlneiiza,  1 — infiammation  of  the  bowels,  2— lung 
fever,  1 — dropsy,  1 — suicide,  1 — burn,  1 — scarlet  fever,  1 — infantile,  2 — dr(/p?y  on  the  brain,  1  — fits,  1 
— scirrhus  of  the  liver,  1 — stillboin,  2. 


DR.   JACKSON'S  REPORT. 

A  Report  on  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  which  occurred  in  the  Massarhnsetls  General  Hospital 
from  the  opening  of  that  institution  in  September,  lb2l,  to  the  end  of  ]y35.  iiy  James  Jackson, 
M  E).,  late  Attending  Physician  in  that  hospital.  Highly  recnmmenried  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,   and  in  Uunglison's  Medical  Library.     Published  by 

Nov21— 3t  WHIPPLE   &  DAMRELL,  No.  9  Coinhill. 

FOR   SALE, 

Within  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  an  estate  now  occupied  by  a  physician,  who  is  about  to  leave  the 
place.  It  will  be  sold  at  cost,  which  is  between  2500  and  3000  dollars.  The  practice  is  a  valuable 
one,  as  can  be  satisfactorily  shown  to  any  applicant.  For  name  and  place,  inquire  at  this  office  ;  if 
by  mail,  post  paid.  Nov  21— 3t 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Siibscrlbera  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  gn  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.    The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Aledicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        .        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  --...-..     Da.  Reynolds. 

On  \i id wifery  and  Chemistry,  by        -.--_..        Dr.  Storer. 
On  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by  --------     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interv.il  between  the  .Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. "  JACOB  BIGKLOW, 

EDW  ARl»  I!EYNOI,np, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  I).   HUM  PHREVf  t^'l'' "it  HP,, 

Ang22— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES. 
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ALBANY   51EDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  course  of  lectures  in  iliis  liislitiitlDii  will  cuuiuieiice  on  VVednesdat,  tlie  2d  of  January, 
Idjy,  ami  continue  .sixteen  weeks.  Tlie  new  and  extensive  Colle^'e  edifice,  which  has  been  com- 
pleted during  the  pa.si  ijuniuier,  i«  situated  in  a  central  position,  and  in  architectural  character,  di- 
mensions, itnd  internal  arrangement,  is  ndinirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  medical  instruction. 
The  inuseuui  of  tlie  in^'titulion  occupies  a  room  titty  feet  scpiare,  two  stories  high,  with  a  gallery,  and 
glass  cases  above  and  below.  It  is  furnished  with  au  extensive  and  choice  collerlion  of  speciiiieiia 
111  lie.ilthy  anil  morbid  anatomy,  together  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  inaonitied  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparation  necessary  to  illustrate  the  departments  of  Analoni}  and  Phy- 
siology, tjurgery  and  Ubstelrii-s.  The  other  departments  are  provided  with  ample  means  for  illustra- 
tion, and  Willi  all  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  The  Anatomical  Theatre,  which  will  be  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  branche!), 
is  lifty  teet  square,  with  seats  for  4Jil  persons,  arranged  in  a  circular  manner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  which  is  lighted  by  a  large  dome  .ind  sky-light  immediately  above  it.  The  dissecting  rooms, 
which  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  I'rofessor  of  Anatomy,  by  whom  every  facility  will  be  provided  for  the  cultivation  of  practical 
anatomy  and  operative  surgery'. 

Toe  Ciiu  iiicil  Liiii.ir.iiory  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious, and  well  adapted  tothe 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed.  'J'he  course  in  t'liemistiy  and  rSatnral  History  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnished  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Uotaiiy,  and  to  some 
extent  in  Comparative  Anatomy.  In  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designed  to  exhibit  as  many  facts  and  illustrations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practiralile,  a  deiiWmstraiive  one. 

There  will  be  clinical  instruction  in  SurL'ery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  Almshouse,  wlieie  Ihere  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  All  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  c<inferreil  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  all  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by 
other  medical  insriiiitions  of  the  State,  will  be  secured  to  the  graduate.     I'be  requireineuU  of  candi- 
dates for  graduation  are  the  same  as  at  other  institutions. 
The  lectures  in  the  ditTerant  departments  will  be  delivered  as  follows: 

Principles  and  Practice  of  sjnraery,  by        ....         ALDE.t  March,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  iif  Medicine,  by      .         -        .        -        .     David  M.  Reese,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by     -        -        -        -        -        Edenezer  Emmo.ns,  .M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  ......    James  H.  Abmsbv,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases'of  Women  and  Children,  by       -        IJe.xrv  Greene,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by         -----     David  .W.  M'Lachlaw,  M.D. 

.Medical  Jniisprudence,  by         '...--.         Amos  Dean,  Esq. 
The  price  of  tickets  to  all  the  lectures  Is  $G5.  Graduation  fee,  .S30.    Matriculation  fee,  .$5.    Dissect- 
ing fee,  .$j.     Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  ol' lectures  at  any  incorporated  institution,  are  required  to  pay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 
The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  $-2,50  to  ijy,UO  per  werk. 

dlbaiii/,  1636.  U31*  J.  II.  ARM^BY,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  siibscriber.s  are  as.sociaied  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  They  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  whereopportunlties  will  be  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  Tliey  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  I'ractical  .Vnatoniy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  atTorded  for 
acquiring  a  psrsonul  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Instiuction  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  different  hianches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  tire  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  Gt^OKGK  C.  !?HAT'l'L't"K, 

WALTER  CHA.NMNG, 
JtOHN  WARE, 
Oct  ;il— eptf  GEORGE  \V.  OTI."',  Jr. 

WINSLOW   LEWIS,  Jr. 

LECTURES    ON    THE    DISEASES   OF   THE    EYE. 

Dr.  John  Jekkriks  will  di'.liver  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Ihe  Analoniy  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye 
at  the  Massachusetts  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  to  conimenre  the  second  week  in  N'ovember  and  con- 
tinue during  the  course  of  miMlical  instruction  of  Harvuid  L'ollege.  Tlie  lectures  will  be  illnstraled 
by  cases  under  attendance  at  the  Iiifirinary.  r^o.  <j  Franklin  Street 

BoHtun,  October  2\,  i»:iS.  031_3t. 


TO   PHYSICIANS. 

A  PHYJICIAH  residing  ahoiit  1.5  miles  from  Uii<iion.  desirous  of  relinquishing  practice,  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  estate.  The  land,  about  II  arres,  is  well  cultivated  and  stocked  wilh  trees,  the  buildings 
good,  and  the  praclio-,  havini!  been  in  pcis-<;ssjon  of  llie  present  ucrupani  more  than  HO  years,  a  valu- 
able one.  With  good  security,  the  time  of  payment  may  suit  Ihe  purchaser.  Inquire  at  this  office  ; 
If  by  mail,  post. paid.  Oct.  17— .'it 

THE  IIOSIIIN  MKMICAL  A.M)  ."^I'UGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
D.  CLAI'P,  Jit  .11  HI  U'asliin:;lon  .'^Ireel,  (  onicr  of  rianklin  Street,  to  whom  ail  commiinitations 
must  he  ad  lrejs,.||,/i„v/-;;ni,/.  ||  is  alsn  published  la  .Miuitlily  Paris,  each  Part  conlninini;  Ihe  weekly 
numbers  of  the  precrdini;  luontli,  stiirhed  In  a  cover.  J.  V."c.  S.MITII,  M.I).  Editor.— Price  !8:i,(Hl  n 
vfl.'ir  in  advance. s':i..'iilafter  three  moiilhs, and  *-l,(l(»  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  coov  grati-i. — Orilers  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
•iiiisfactory  reference. — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper . 
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DENTAL    SURGERY. 

The  subjoined  letter,  from  Mr.  Robert  Nasmyth,  dentist,  of  Edinburgh, 
is  in  answer. to  one  written  to  him  some  time  since  by  Henry  A.  Dewar, 
M.D.,  of  Boston,  relating  to  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  this  country, 
and  more  especially  to  the  important  branch  of  filling  teeth,  in  which 
many  decided  improvements  have  been  made,  and  which  are  as  yet  but 
little  known,  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  for  reasons  which 
American  dentists  can  best  give.  It  is  to  Dr.  Hudson,  of  Philadelphia, 
that  the  world  has  been  chiefly  indebted  for  the  high  stand  which  den- 
tistry has  taken,  and  he  seemed  to  be  the  first  who  threw  off  the  tram- 
mels of  old  systems,  and  showed  that  it  was  possible  to  retain  the  teeth 
nature  had  given,  in  most  instances,  instead  of  trusting  to  art  to  replace 
tliem. 

Edinburgh,  August  5,  1838. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  should  have  replied  to  your  interesting  letter 
long  ere  this,  but  in  doing  so  1  was  anxious  to  execute  your  commis- 
sion in  regartl  to  instruments,  and  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  which  I  have 
found  considerable  difficulty  in  doing,  from  not  knowing  what  would 
really  be  new  and  useful  to  you  ;  and  I  fear  I  may  not  yet  have 
exactly  fulfilled  your  wishes.  But  whatever  else  I  can  send  you  from 
here,  if  you  can  only  point  it  out,  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  for- 
warding to  you. 

The  method  of  stopping  which  you  have  described  is  certainly  good, 
and,  indeed,  if  teeth  are  always  stopped  in  the  way  the  one  is  which 
you  sent  as  a  specimen,  it  signifies  little  by  what  means  it  is  done.* 

The  course  I  generally  follow  is,  when  the  hole  is  of  a  moderate  size, 
first  to  open  it  up  with  a  broach,  and  go  on  enlarging  the  hole  by  a 
succession  of  them  till  it  is  of  such  a  size  as  will  admit  some  of  the 
scraping  instruments  to  get  in  to  cut  away  all  the  caries  ;  and  it  is 
generally  best,  when  it  can  be  made  equally  wide  at  top  and  bottom. 
I  then  dry  the  cavity,  and  take  means  to  keep  it  dry  by  putting  a  bit 
of  lint  into  it  while  I  prepare  the  gold  ;  then,  when  I  begin  to  place 
in  the  gold,  1  probably  wipe  the  tooth  and  neighborhood  with  a  dry 
napkin,  sometimes  making  the  patient  keep  the  cheek  or  tongue  out  of 
the  way  with  a  bent  spatula  covered  with  a  bit  of  rag.     The  gold  I  prefer 

«  The  tooth  sent  as  a  specimen  was  filled,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Dewar,  by  a  gentleman  in  this  city, 
who  pursues  the  method  alluded  to,  and  no  more  care  was  taken  than  is  generally  required  in  ad- 
hering to  Hudson's  rules,  a«  he  put  them  in  practice. 
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\3  the  large  size,  of  which  I  send  you  some.  Of  this  I  tear  a  strip  of 
about  an  inch  broad,  put  it  together  hke  a  loose  rope,  and  when  the 
hole  is  very  large,  make  a  soit  of  bill  at  one  end,  which  1  first  put 
into  tlie  hole  and  press  in  as  much  more  as  fills  it  completely,  always 
taking  care  that  there  is  a  quantity  left  at  the  mouth  of  the  hole  more 
than  is  necessary  to  fill  it.  It  ought  then  to  be  all  gone  over  with  a 
pointed  instrument,  to  make  sure  that  the  whole  is  solid.  If  any  hol- 
low part  should  be  detected,  a  separate  piece,  of  smaller  size,  may  be 
put  in,  if  there  be  not  gold  enough  at  the  mouth  of  the  hole  to  fill  this 
with;  and  I  consider  it  rather  an  advantage  that  this  be  incorporated 
with  the  superabundant  part,  before  the  whole  be  laid  down  for  burnish- 
ing. I  have  had  opportunities  of  seeing  teeth  treated  in  this  way, 
remaining  firm  and  solid  for  twenty  years.  The  chief  advantage  of 
the  gold  being  in  one  continuous  piece,  is,  that  when  you  have  got  a 
beginning  made,  your  left  hand  is  at  liberty  to  assist  in  keeping  the 
tooth  clear  or  in  steadying  the  jaw.  1  send  you  along  with  this 
some  of  the  instruments  I  use  in  stopping,  but  I  fear  very  needlessly, 
as  from  your  sketch  I  imagine  you  have  got  equally  good  already. 
Those  with  the  rest  for  the  finger  I  have  found  very  useful  for  the 
under  jaw,  and  I  send  you  two  pair  of  forceps,  which  I  found  very 
useful  in  stopping  holes  in  the  side  of  the  teeth,  which  you  know  often 
take  place  on  the  outside  of  the  large  molares  of  the  under  jaw.  I 
use  one  of  the  ordinary  instruments  in  filling  it  nearly  full,  and  then 
use  the  forceps  to  compress  what  is  in,  and  by  that  means  get  it 
made  very  solid,  and  space  generally  made  to  hold  as  much  more. 
Modifications  of  them  might  be  made,  of  forms  very  convenient  to  assist 
in  stopping  the  incisors  and  the  sides  of  the  bicuspids. 

There  is  a  sort  of  stopping  which,  from  your  not  noticing,  I  pre- 
sume you  are  not  aware  of,  which  is  very  useful  in  cases  where  there 
is  too  much  tenderness  to  admit  of  being  treated  with  gold  or  tin.  It 
is  the  amalgam  of  silver,  which  is  formed  by  rubbing,  in  a  small  mortar, 
powdered  silver  and  mercury.  You  obtain  silver  in  powder  by  dis- 
solving the  silver  in  nitric  acid,  and  precipitating  with  copper,  washing 
it  thoroughly,  first  with  a  little  sulphuric  acid,  and  immediately  with 
boiling  water,  which  should  be  decanted  off,  and  more  water  poured  on 
as  the  silver  settles,  and  drying;  then  taking  a  little  as  you  require  it, 
rubbing  it  with  as  much  mercury  as  forms  it  into  a  sort  of  convenient 
paste  ;  then  when  you  are  going  to  put  it  into  a  tooth,  you  take  silver 
in  the  state  of  filings,  and  mix  it  with  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to 
fill  the  hole,  squeeze  the  mass  in  your  fingers,  to  get  rid  of  any  super- 
fluous mercury,  and  put  it  into  the  tooth  [ireviously  dried.  In  the 
course  of  twenty-four  hours  it  acquires  a  considerable  degree  of  hard- 
ness, and  eventually  becomes  very  hard.  It  is  of  course  very  liable  to 
oxidation,  and  is  therefore  only  applicable  to  the  back  teeth,  or  where  a 
little  discoloration  is  of  no  consequence.  I  should  mention  that  the 
filings  require  to  be  intimately  mixed  with  the  amalgam,  and  this  is 
best  done  on  a  piece  of  shamoy  leather,  with  an  ivory  or  wooden 
spatula.  After  the  hole  is  filled  and  the  n)etal  levelled  with  the  finger, 
it  renders  the  upper  pari  harder  to  take  up  a  little  of  the  silver  filings, 
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as  much  as  will  slick  to  the  finger,  and  rub  it  into  the  amalgam,  and 
then  polish  the  whole  with  the  burnisher,  A  person  of  the  name  of 
John  Clark,  who  was  some  years  ago  a  teacher  in  the  academy  at  In- 
verness, has  made,  they  say.  a  large  fortune,  in  London,  with  this  sub- 
stance. He  does  nothing  but  slop  teeth,  and  he  has  a  brother  who  does 
nothing  but  make  teeth,  and  he  has  as  much  as  he  can  do.  The  amal- 
gam is  very  often  employed  when  the  tooth  should  come  out,  and  a 
deep-seated  gum-bile  sometimes  occurs  long  after  the  metal  is  put  in. 
Clark,  I  believe,  never  extracts  teeth  ;  but  when  there  is  much  tender- 
ness, puts  in  a  bit  of  cotton  dipped  in  a  spirituous  solution  of  mastic,  or 
in  white  hard  spirit  varnish,  which  is  decomposed  on  coming  in  contact 
with  the  saliva,  and  the  resinous  matter  remaining  among  the  cotton  gives 
it  a  degree  of  consistency  that  will  keep  it  in  the  tooth  for  a  month  or 
more,  when  the  tooth  will  frequently  come  to  bear  having  the  amalgam 
put  in.  It  is  amazing  how  much  the  teeth,  in  some  cases,  will  bear  of 
this  sort  of  treatment;  but  1  think  the  best  practice  is,  where  the  nerve 
has  been  exposed,  to  extract — otherwise,  sooner  or  later,  we  are  almost 
sure  of  having  trouble. 

The  use  of  wood,  for  pivots,  is  by  no  means  general  here.  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  it  in  some  cases,  but  where  there  is  a  chance 
of  much  pressure  from  the  under  teeth,  I  should  be  afraid  to  trust  to  it. 
There  is  a  difficulty  in  the  hole  of  the  tooth  and  that  in  the  root  not 
being  in  the  same  direction ;  the  gold  enables  one  to  overcome  this  by 
bending,  but  the  wood  will  not  bend.  The  compression  of  it  by  draw- 
ing it  through  the  plate  is  a  very  great  improvement,  and  gives  a  great 
advantage  for  some  cases.  Though  orie  takes  every  care,  in  fitting  in  a 
pivoted  tooth,  to  get  it  free  of  the  unders,  an  accident  will  sometimes 
happen  by  the  pivot  breaking  off  within  the  hole  in  the  root,  which  is  a 
very  embarrassing  affair,  and  bothered  me  very  much  at  first ;  but  I 
send  you  some  instruments,  which  make  it  now  a  very  simple  matter, 
the  application  of  which  you  will  see  at  once.  The  small  trephines 
are  for  working  round  the  broken  pivot,  which  you  do  till  you  disen- 
gage the  silk  which  is  put  round  it,  and  sometimes  reduce  the  pivot 
itself  a  little,  till  you  can  get  the  points  of  the  hollow  pliers  introduced, 
when  the  broken  fragment  is  easily  removed,  aud  no  injury  done  to 
the  root.  I  presume  you  always  make  your  pivots  cylindrical,  not 
tapered  ;  if  you  have  not  been  accustomed  to  the  cylindrical,  you  will 
find  it  a  very  great  improvement.  It  is  probable  you  have  an  excellent 
method  of  taking  the  model  for  pivoted  teeth;  but  as  I  am  not  aware 
that  others  follow  the  same  plan  as  I  do,  1  may  mention  it.  When  the 
root  is  brought  to  the  level  of  the  gum,  and  the  hole  in  it  properly 
formed,  I  take  a  bit  of  soft  tin  wire  (which  is  very  easily  made),  of  a 
size  to  go  into  the  hol.e  easily,  and  sufficiently  long  to  project  out  of 
the  hole,  give  this  a  little  bend  and  a  squeeze  to  make  it  flat  and 
rough,  then  apply  the  wax,  and  on  withdrawing  it  the  pin  comes  along 
with  it,  giving  the  width,  depth  and  direction  of  the  hole,  so  that  the 
tooth  with  its  pivot  can  be  made  all  ready  before  the  patient  re- 
turns, and  more  accurately  than   by  the  more  usual  methods.     I  think 
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this  method  particularly  useful  when  wood  is  used.  Would  you  iiave 
the  kindness  to  send  me  some  of  the  wood  you  use  for  pivots. 

J  was  very  much  obliged  to  your  kindness  in  sending  me  your  speci- 
mens of  miner;\l  teeth  ;  the  manufacture  of  them  has  engaged  much  of 
my  attention  for  a  long  time.  Tiiere  is  a  point  in  yours  which  I  admire 
very  much  ;  that  is  the  shade  given  to  them.  The  form  is  admirably 
preserved,  and  the  making  the  color  siroiif^er  at  the  root,  and  shading  it 
off  at  the  point,  is  admirable.  Can  you  give  me  any  hint  of  how  this 
shading  is  managed  ?  A  person  by  the  name  of  Ash,  in  London,  has 
brought  out  a  very  excellent  kind  lately,  and  as  you  may  not  have  seen 
any  of  his,  1  send  you  a  few  samples.  This  man  is  excellent  in  pro- 
viding all  the  tools  and  materials  required  in  our  way,  and  also  makes 
up  a  great  deal  of  work  for  the  London  dentists.  They  have  great 
advantages  in  carrying  on  business  ;  a  man  may  there  have  an  excellent 
business  without  any  stock  of  materials,  and  without  an  assistant  in  his 
house.  You  will  observe  that  the  mode  of  fixing  Ash's  teeth  is  dif- 
ferent from  what  you  do  with  yours,  and  also  from  those  made  on  the 
French  plan.  A  great  peculiarity  in  his,  also,  is  that  the  metal  for 
attaching  them  is  gold,  wliich  in  any  others  that  I  have  seen  or  tried 
would  have  melted  before  the  materials  would  have  been  fixed.  In  my 
trials  1  have  been  obliged  hitherto  to  use  jjlaliuum,  which  answers  well 
on  the  whole,  but  the  solder  used  in  attaching  it  to  the  pin  or  pivot  does 
not  run  so  well  on  it  as  on  the  gold. 

1  send  you  a  few  specimens  of  mineral  teeth  of  my  own  manufacture ; 
but  1  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  them.  It  is,  however,  very  difficult 
for  me  to  get  the  experiments  necessary  to  complete  them  curried  on  ; 
my  practice  is  such  as  to  employ  my  lime  most  completely. 

1  am  sorry  the  culler  has  not  made  several  of  the  instruments  exactly 
to  itiy  mind  ;  in  fact,  many  of  the  smaller  instruments  we  never  get 
nicely  done  by  the  cutler,  and  are,  therefore,  obliged  to  get  them  made 
up  ourselves,  and  1  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  set  on  one  of 
my  own  hands  to  do  them  for  you.  But  we  have  been  so  much  occu- 
pied I  could  not  spare  him.  In  making  the  smaller  instruments  we 
find  coblers'  pegging  awls  most  useful.  The  steel  is  always  better  than 
the  cutlers'  ;  they  generally  destroy  the  steel  by  overheating,  in  forging 
or  in  tempering. 

I  send  you  a  few  of  the  files  we  use  ;  they  are  made  by  Peter  Stubbs, 
at  Warrington,  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester.  If  you  should 
require  any,  he  will  supply  you  well.  You  will,  I  think,  find  the  pat- 
tern of  the  pliers  and  cutting  pliers  very  useful — the  latter,  particularly, 
in  cutting  off  the  ends  of  screws,  in  fixing  natural  teeth  to  sockets,  and 
for  various  other  purposes. 

I  have  sent  you,  also,  a  three  square,  by  one  ^aoule,  of  Paris.  His 
files  are  very  excellent,  exceedingly  hard  and  tough  ;  he  makes  a  variety 
of  dentists'  files,  but  it  is  not  always  easy  to  get  them  from  liim. 

I  have  sent  a  small  tooth  key,  such  as  I  use  when  I  have  occasion  to 
go  out  (which,  by  the  by,  I  never  do  if  I  can  help  it)  ;  it  is  short,  but 
answers  all  the  purposes  of  the  longer  kind.  Perhaps  you  use  such  a 
one  ;  if  not,  I  may  mention  that  the  advania<^es  of  this  are,  the  power 


A  Remarkable  Uterine  Tumor.  265 

of  regulating  the  claw  with  the  finger  or  thumb,  so  as  to  keep  it  steady 
on  the  tooth.  Yon  can  also  slip  the  claw  readily,  and  you  may,  for  the 
extraction  of  the  denies  sapientiae,  throw  the  claw  before  the  fulcrum 
and  fix  it  by  the  neck,  which  you  will  find  at  the  end  of  the  stem.  As 
with  you,  however,  the  forceps  are  what  we  generally  use,  and  the  lever, 
which  is  a  most  invaluable  tool  to  us.     Believe  me,  very  sincerely  yours, 

Robert  Nasmtth. 


A    REMARKABLE   UTERINE   TUMOR. 

EV    JOS.    PAINCHAOD,    M  D.,    OF    QUEBEC. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  B.,  aged  55,  of  a  sanguineous  temperament,  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried. Fifteen  months  after  the  first  marriage  she  gave  birth  to  a  living 
female  child,  and  lived  with  her  first  husband  eleven  years  without  any 
other  uterine  gestation,  or  any  alteration  in  her  catamenial  discharges. 

Having  become  a  widow  at  the  age  of  38,  she  married  again,  enjoyed 
good  health,  and  a  few  months  after  this  second  marriage  all  the  indica- 
tions of  im|)iegnation  manifested  themselves;  and  upon  consulting  her 
attending  physician,  no  doubt  remained  of  her  pregnancy.  At  the  ninth 
month  symptoms  of  approaching  labor  induced  her  to  send  for  her 
medical  attendant,  who  upon  visiting  her  did  tiot  hesitate  to  pronounce 
her  to  be  in  labor,  and  for  several  days  in  vain  waited  for  an  augmenta- 
tion of  pains,  with  the  consequence,  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri.  i\o  dis- 
position to  this  change fmanifesting  Itself,  and  the  other  indications  gra- 
dually disappearing,  she  was  left  under  the  impression  that  not  more 
than  a  few  days  would  elapse  without  the  recurrence  of  more  effectual 
labor  pains  ;  instead  of  wliich,  for  nine  months  she  enjoyed  her  ordinary 
health,  retaining,  however,  her  corpulency.  At  this  [)eriod,  and  at  two 
ensuing  periods  of  nine  months  each,  the  same  symptoms  presented 
themselves,  with  a  similar  result,  with  the  exception  of  considerable 
flooding  at  the  two  last  false  attacks  of  labor.  Since  then,  up  to  this 
lime,  a  space  of  about  seventeen  years,  every  three  or  four  months  she  be- 
came subject  to  less  or  more  severe  attacks  of  haemorrhage  from  the 
uterus.  VVith  this  exception,  however,  her  health  was  good,  and  enabled 
her  to  attend  to  her  family  duties. 

On  the  2-2d  of  September,  1838,  so  severe  an  attack  of  haemorrhage 
came  on,  as  was  fatal  to  her  on  the  26th  following.  On  the  next  day, 
Dr.  Painchand,  whose  patient  she  had  been,  having  sent  a  general  invi- 
tation to  his  medical  fiiends  of  the  place,  to  be  present  at  the  examina- 
tion of  the  body,  the  following  gentlemen  attended,  viz.,  Drs.  Couillard, 
Morrin,  Blanchet,  Rowley,  Douglass,  Snell,  Neauli,  Robitaille  and 
Tiemont,  with  several  students.  Dr.  Tremont  having  been  requested, 
by  Dr.  Painchaud,  to  examine  the  body,  he  did  so,  and  gave  the  follow- 
ing account. 

The  abdominal  tumor  being  unusually  large,  both  from  the  great 
obesity  of  the  body  and  the  contents  of  the  abdomen,  it  was  measured, 
and  found  to  be  forty-five   inches   from  one  crista  ilii  to   the  other,  and 
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thirty-one  inches  from  the  scrobiculus  cordis  to  the  pubis.  Tliere  was 
perceived  distinctly  through  the  abdominal  parietes,  besides  the  large 
uterine  tumor,  a  smaller  one  on  its  superior  aspect,  of  about  the  size  of 
a  man's  fist.  On  dissecting  the  parietes  of  tlie  abdomen,  an  enormous 
quantity  of  adipose  matter  was  found  throughout  the  cellular  substance. 
A  ventral  hernia,  three  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  was  discovered,  filled 
by  a  portion  of  omentum,  also  loaded  with  fat,  and  which  was  irreduci- 
ble, without  an  opening  being  made  within  the  edge  of  the  rupture. 
The  omentum  having  been  turned  up,  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  ute- 
rine. On  the  external  surface  of  the  uterus,  were  seen,  through  its 
thin  serous  covering,  many  very  large  and  empty  veins,  which  upon 
removal  of  the  uterus,  were  found  to  extend  to  the  situation  of  the  os 
tincce ;  and  from  which,  most  probably,  flowed  the  blood  which  finally 
proved  fatal.  The  appendages  of  the  uterus  were  in  no  manner  un- 
healthy. After  dissecting  the  uterus  from  its  connections,  an  incision 
was  Mjade  across  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  and  the  uterine  tumor 
and  appendages  were  removed.  The  mass  weighed  fifteen  pounds,  and 
measured,  in  its  smallest  circumference,  twenty-five  inches,  and  thirty- 
two  inches  in  its  largest,  was  extremely  firm,  and  of  an  oval  form.  To- 
wards the  fundus  were  three  distinct  tumors,  one  of  which  corresponded 
to  that  ren)arked  through  the  abdominal  parietes  ;  the  others  were 
smaller,  and  more  posteriorly  situated,  but  all  contained  within  the  ute- 
rine cavity.  The  most  minute  external  examination  could  not  detect 
the  least  vestige  of  the  os  tincae.  The  uterine  walls  were  then  laid 
open  longitudinally,  and  the  contents  found  to  be  closely  adherent  and 
organized  with  them.  Some  dissection  laterally  proved  them  to  be  not 
above  the  twelfth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  except  in  the  situation  of  the 
OS  tincse,  where  they  were  much  more  attenuated,  but  no  distinct  open- 
ing could  be  discovered.  In  consequence  of  the  contents  of  the  uterus 
being  so  closely  adherent  to  its  substance,  the  external  incision  was  con- 
tinued perpendicularly  through  the  mass,  so  as  to  divide  it  into  two 
halves.  The  substance  within  was,  generally,  of  nearly  cartilaginous 
hardness,  and  of  a  yellowish  color.  A  number  of  small  bones,  of 
various  size  and  forms,  were  found  imbedded  in  the  solid  mass  of  the 
tumor;  none  of  these,  however,  approached  to  the  shape  of  any  of 
the  bones  of  the  human  skeleton,  though  in  their  intimate  structure  and 
composition  they  were  essentially  osseous.  At  about  one  third  down- 
wards from  the  fundus,  and  about  an  inch  from  the  surface,  a  cavity 
was  found  containing  several  ounces  of  a  tarry  substance,  in  every  re- 
spect resembling  meconium.  Immediately  above  this,  was  the  situation 
of  the  distinct  elevation  already  noticed.  It  was  found  to  be  principally 
osseous,  and  to  be  immediately  covered  by  the  uterine  parietes,  to  which 
it  was  also  very  closely  adherent.  Its  shape  and  size  somewhat  resem- 
bled a  foetal  head,  of  about  six  months  growth.  By  means  of  a  saw  it 
was  divided  longitudinally,  and  was  found  to  be  a  bony  case,  compo.<;cd 
of  many  portions,  covering  a  semi-cartilas;inous  substance,  not  unhkc  that 
which  formed  the  principal  bulk  of  the  tumor.  The  two  other  distinct 
elevations  were  also  examined,  and  found  to  resemble  the  body  of  the 
tumor. 
Quebec,  October,  1838. 
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It  was  the  opinion  of  each  of  the  medical  gentlemen  attending  at  this 
post-mortem  examination,  that  the  contents  of  the  uterus  were  the 
relics  of  impregnation,  or  the  debris  of  once  organized  substance,  having 
the  form  and  disposition  to  be  a  foetus. 


DR.   ALCOTT'S  WORK   ON   VEGETABLE   DIET— No.    IV. 

[Communicated  for  the   Boston    Medical    and   Surgical  Journal.] 

In  my  last  communication,  I  considered,  at  some  length,  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  Alcoit's  correspondents,  i  showed,  or  endeavored  to  show, 
that  the  evidence  was  partial  and  imperfect,  and  much  of  it  irrelevant 
to  the  matter  in  dispute — that  it  did  not  warrant  any  reasonable  person 
in  taking  the  position  which  Dr.  Alcott  chooses  to  occupy  ;  and,  par- 
ticularly, that  it  did  not  bear  out  any  man  in  fixing  the  stigma  of  holding 
the  doctor's  opinions  on  the  medical  profession.  I  did  not  examine  so 
critically  the  testimony  of  the  six  squires  and  two  ladies  who  appear 
aniong  the  doctor's  witnesses,  because  I  did  not  think  their  evidence  of 
sufficient  importance  to  require  special  notice.  It  differs  not,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  from  the  extra-professional  evidence  which  is  daily  brought 
forward  to  attest  the  marvellous  cures  of  such  arrant  impostors  as  B. 
Brandretli  and  John  Williams. 

Dr.  Alcott  closes  that  part  of  his  book  which  is  devoted  to  the  letters 
of  his  correspondents,  with  "  additional  statements  "  concerning  his  own 
case.  The  doctor's  story  is  certainly  an  amusing  one,  and,  perhaps, 
it  is  not  wonderful  that  he  is  fond  of  telling  it.  As  for  myself,  I  am 
willing  to  hear  it,  even  for  the  third  lime.  I  should  be  glaa  to  give  it 
for  the  reader's  edification,  and  in  the  author's  own  words,  but  my  limits 
will  not  permit.  It  shows  pretty  clearly,  I  think,  that  the  doctor  is  an 
enthusiast,  and  has  had  his  head  turned  by  too  much  thinking  of  his 
own  dreams.  I  honestly  believe  that  he  has  confounded  fancy  and  fact 
somewhat  in  the  manner  that  ardent  minds  are  known  to  do  who  be- 
come excessively  enamored  of  their  own  stories,  and  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  telling  them  for  a  long  time  and  on  every  occasion.  He  says 
of  himself,  that  from  the  age  of  five  or  six  months  to  two  years  he 
"  was  literally  crammed  with  flesh  meat,  usually  of  the  most  gross 
kind,"  and  all  with  the  idea  of  making  him  stout  and  healthy.  "  The 
result  [he  proceeds]  was  an  accumulation  of  adipose  substance  [fat  is  a 
better  word],  which  rendered  me  one  of  the  most  unsiglitly,  not  to  say 
monstrous,  productions  of  nature."  At  the  age  of  two  he  had  hooping 
cough,  which  broke  his  constitution,  and  destroyed  his  relish  for  flesh 
meat.  At  fourteen  he  became  "  reconciled  to  flesh  and  fish  "  again, 
and  "  indulged  in  it  [in  the  use  of  them]  quite  freely."  Then  came 
measles  and  dropsy.  "  These  two  complaints,  or  the  mercury,  digitalis 
and  other  poisons  [other  poisons,  mind  you]  used  in  endeavoring  to 
effect  a  cure,"  left  the  doctor  in  a  sorry  pickle — "  left  hiin  with  an 
eruptive  disease  and  with  weak  eyes."  He  afterwards  discontinued, 
^hiefiy,  the  use  of  stimulating  food  and  drink,  and  thenceforth  throve 
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like  other  boys.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  and  subsequently  for  a  few 
years,  he  studied  and  practised  medicine,  got  the  consumption,  and 
cured  himself  by  rejecting  one  after  anotlier  of  "  the  whole  tribe  of 
extra-stimulants,  solid  and  fluid."  He  now  uses  no  condiments,  except 
a  very  little  salt,  no  sweets,  sauces,  gravies,  &z.c.  He  never  drinks  with 
his  meals,  and  very  seldom  at  other  times,  and  is  never  thirsty  at  all. 
"  His  appetite  is  constantly  good,  and  as  constantly  improving."  Not- 
withstanding his  abstinent  habits,  he  con  eat  and  digest  "almost  anything 
which  ever  entered  a  human  stomach  " — such  as  "  a  full  meal  of  cabbage 
or  any  other  very  objectionable  crude  aliment,  or  even  cheese  or  paste.'"' 
He  flatters  himself  that  he  has  now  arrived  almost  to  a  slate  of  inde- 
pendence of  external  circumstances.  "  I  can  eat,"  continues  he,  "  what 
I  please,  and  as  much  or  as  little  as  1  please.  I  can  observe  set  hours, 
or  be  very  irregular.  I  can  use  a  pretty  extensive  variety  at  the  same 
meal,  and  a  still  greater  variety  at  different  meals,  or  I  can  live  per- 
petually on  a  single  article — nay,  on  ahnost  anything  which  couKI  be 
named  in  the  animal  or  vegetable  kini^dom — and  be  perfectly  contented 
and  happy  in  the  use  of  it.  I  can,  in  short,  eat  all  the  while,  work  all 
the  while,  think  all  the  while,  sleep  all  the  while,  converse  all  the 
while,  or  play  all  the  while  ;  or  I  can  abstain  from  any  of  these,  almost 
all  the  while."  However,  he  does  not  wish  to  be  understood  "  that 
either  of  these  courses  would  be  best  for  him  in  the  end."  "  He  never 
was  more  cheerful  and  happy  ;  never  saw  the  world  in  a  brighter 
aspect ;  never  before  was  it  more  truly  '  morning  all  day  '  with  him." 
He  now  fears  nothing,  '*  so  far  as  health  and  disease  are  concerned,  so 
much  as  excessive  alimentation." 

I  wish  I  could  quote  much  more  in  the  same  strain.  The  doctor  is 
certainly  a  merry-andrevv-sort  of  a  fellow,  notwithstanding  the  very 
grave  exterior  which  he  is  accustomed  to  wear.  However,  should  he 
attempt  to  "  suit  the  action  to  the  word,"  and  to  appear  in  conduct  the 
jolly  man  he  appears  in  print,  I  should  not  wonder  if  he  should  wake 
up  some  morning  and  find  his  head  shaved  and  blistered,  his  visions 
vanished,  and  his  friends  recovering  from  an  alarm.  But  what  does  the 
man  really  mean  when  he  says  that  he  can  eat  all  the  while,  sleep  all 
the  while,  &.c.  &ic.,  or  do  without  eating,  sleepin;^,  &,c.,  almost  all  the 
while  ?  His  language  is  either  very  extravagant,  and  therefore  un- 
worthy of  Dr.  Alcott,  or  else  he  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  characters 
the  world  has  seen  since  the  days  of  the  famous  Sam  Patch  or  Mons. 
Chaubert.  If  he  meant  nierely  to  aflirm  that  he  could  do  more,  abstain 
longer,  and  endure  belter,  than  other  men,  or  that  he  was  the  greatest 
fire-eater,  rope-dancer  or  master  of  legerdemain  in  the  cotmtry,  why 
did  he  not  say  so,  in  so  many  words,  and  challenge  the  world  to  a  trial  of 
capacity  and  skill.  As  for  the  "incipient  phthisis"  which  the  doctor 
has  no  doubt  was  arrested  and  finally  cured  by  his  severe  system  of 
living,  I  cannot  say  much,  except  that  the  ultra  starvation  plan  is,  by 
very  general  consent,  regarded  as  the  worst  possible  plan  for  those  that 
are  threatened  with  that  disease.  If  he  ever  had  phthisis — a  thing 
which  I  have  very  good  reasons  for  doubting — reasons,  too,  which  are 
Dot  found  in  his  own  account  of  himself — I  do  not  believe  be  is  indebted 
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for  his  subsequent  life  to  his  very  singular  and  whi(nsical  habits  of  absti- 
nence.    On  tl)ls  point,  I  think  the  medical  profession  will  go  with  me. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  remaining  part  of  Ur.  Alcott's  book  is 
taken  up  with  extracts  (interspersed  with  comments  by  the  author)  from 
the  writings  of  certain  medical  and  other  men,  some  of  them  distin- 
guished, which  are  supposed  to  have  a  bearing  on  the  question  now 
before  us.  The  doctor  certainly  contrives  to  muster  a  pretty  formida- 
ble list  of  authors.  But  his  endeavors  to  |)ress  them  into  his  service, 
and  to  make  them  work  well  in  the  harness  which  he  has  prepared  for 
them  before  hand,  and  which  befits  his  "shrunk  shank"  so  admirably, 
are  not  so  successful.  It  is  true,  they  speak  favorably  of  strict  tem- 
perance in  all  things,  in  food  and  in  drink  ;  but  who  does  not,  and  par- 
ticularly, what  physician  does  not,  do  the  same?  Many  of  them  have 
much  to  say  on  the  importance  of  a  low  vegetable  diet  in  certain 
diseases,  and  they  say  much  that  is  true  and  much  that  is  not  so  true  ; 
but  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  question  under  present  discussion  ? 
All  physicians  agree  thai  the  diet  should  be  carefully  regulated  in  sick- 
ness, but  they  do  not,  as  a  general  rule,  believe  in  any  specific  kind  of 
food  as  suitable  to  all  complaints.  As  a  body,  they  have  no  faith  in 
specifics  of  any  sort.  They  find,  or  think  they  find,  that  some  diseases 
require  the  starvation  plan  of  treatment.  Other  diseases  demand  a 
generous  and  rather  stimulating  diet,  with  the  addition,  perhaps,  of  wine, 
&.C.  (startle  not,  gentle  doctor).  They  may  differ  as  to  the  proportional 
number  of  cases  to  be  met  with  in  practice  which  require  the  one  or  the 
other  plan.  But  these  differences  can  be  got  along  with.  They  are  to 
be  expected  among  liberal  and  independent  minds.  If  a  man  will  have 
discrimination,  and  adapt  his  treatment  to  particular  cases,  and  reject  the 
idea  of  specifics,  one  can  have  charity  for  him  and  his  opinions,  how- 
ever they  may  disagree  with  his  own. — But,  as  1  have  before  said,  all 
the  testimony  which  Dr.  Alcott  is  pleased  to  cite  about  the  management 
of  the  sick,  is  nothing  to  the  purpose.  And  all  the  evidence  which  he 
is  able  to  gather  in  favor  of  his  plan  of  treating  the  sick  and  the  well  in 
precisely  the  same  tnanner — of  [lutting  the  healthy  on  a  course  of 
regimen  which  is  only  fit  for  invalids,  and  but  for  a  certain  portion  even 
of  them — amounts  to  exceedingly  little.  I  do  not  n)ean  to  say  that  his 
wild  scheme  is  countenanced  by  nobody.  There  are  certainly  madcap 
doctors  in  the  world,  who  support  opinions  as  extravagant  as  his.  There 
is  no  absurdity  in  medicine  which  can  be  thought  of,  which  has  not  been 
maintained  by  one  or  more  men  of  note.  Dr.  Alcott,  then,  in  his  search 
for  backers,  has  been  no  more  successful  than  the  advocates  of  other 
absurd  opinions  (who  have  taken  equal  pains)  may  have  been.  What  I 
mean  by  all  this  is,  that  the  doctor  has  been  able  to  find  no  authority  for 
his  peculiar  views  which  should  make  them  current  coin  amon*'  a  gene- 
ration of  reasonable  men.  His  authorities  are,  at  most,  very  (exv,  and 
testify  not  the  most  willingly,  either.  They  require  the  sifting  process. 
Passages  have  to  be  detached  from  their  connection,  sorted  and  ar- 
ranged anew,  &c.  Special  pleaders  understand  this,  and  Dr.  Alcott  is 
a  special  pleader  of  the  first  water. 

[To  be  continued,] 
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REDUCTION  OF  A   DISLOCATED    SHOULDER,   OF    SEVENTY-TWO 
DAYS   STANDING. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medicnl  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  Rice's  right  shoulder  was  dislocated  August  2d,  1837,  by  the  up- 
setting of  a  stage  coach  in  La  Fayette,  Madison  County,  Ohio.  After 
riding  ten  miles  to  Vienna,  a  piactiiioner  of  that  place  was  called  U|)on 
for  surgical  aid,  two  hours  and  a  half  after  the  accident,  who  claimed  to 
have  some  experience — accoiding  to  his  own  statement  having  had 
about  thirty  cases  of  dislocations.  He  was  also  recommended  as  the 
best  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  place.  He  pronounced  the  case  to 
be  one  of  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus  into  the  axilla.  In 
his  attempts  at  reduction  he  made  no  extension,  but  merely  placed  a 
pad  in  the  axilla,  using  the  arm  permanently  confined  as  a  lever.  The 
pad  and  roller  were  continued  three  days,  when  another  medical  man 
was  called  in  consultation.  Tlie  first  represented  to  the  consulting  sur- 
geon "  that  the  head  of  the  bone  had  been  out  of  the  socket,  but  that  it 
was  reduced,  he  having  heard  it  when  it  went  in."  The  other  concurred  in 
the  opinion  that  the  bone  was  in  its  place,  suggested  that  there  might  be 
fracture  of  the  acromion  process,  and  advised  the  re-application  of  the 
pad  and  roller.  At  that  time  the  patient  suffered  from  pain  and  numbness, 
chiefly  in  the  hand,  and  from  embarrassment  of  the  motions  of  the  hand 
and  arm.  He  was  not  allowed  to  rotate  the  shoulder,  and  the  only 
motion  given  to  it  was  when  the  doctor  raised  the  arm  to  examine 
the  axilla. 

The  treatment  described  was  continued,  without  much  change,  until 
the  1.3th  of  September,  about  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  the  accident. 
The  patient  then  commenced  his  journey  homeward,  to  Chesterfield, 
Massachusetts.  He  consulted  Dr.  Watts,  at  Pittsfield,  who  gave  the 
patient  the  first  intinjation  that  the  dislocation  was  unreduced.  The 
history  of  the  case  thus  far  has  been  derived  from  Mr.  Rice's  statements. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Flint  made  examination  of  the  shoulder,  at  ]Northan)pton, 
on  the  7th  of  October.  The  ap[)earances  geneially  were  those  of  a 
recent  dislocation.  Tiie  head  of  the  bone  was  closely  adherent  to  the 
side  ;  so  closely  that  it  was  impo'.sible  to  carry  the  arm  from  the  side, 
even  for  the  shortest  distance,  without  ex()uisite  pain.  The  motions  of 
the  arm  were  very  much  embarrassed,  and  the  use  of  the  fingers  and 
hand  almost  entirely  lost. 

Dr.  Flint  pro[)Osed  the  following  plan  of  reduction.  1st.  To  over- 
conje  the  muscidar  resistance  by  depletion  and  low  diet.  (Mr.  Rice 
l)ad  been  a  blacksmith,  and  the  (nuscles  of  the  rii,dit  arm  were  exceed- 
ingly well  developed.)  2d.  To  bre;ik  up  the  attachmcMits  of  the  bone 
in  the  axilhi,  l)y  extension  and  rotation  a[)plied  at  intervals  for  a  number 
of  days,  carefully  avoiding  any  sudden  violence  which  should  lead  to 
undue  laceration  of  the  muscles  or  important  vessels.  And,  finally,  to 
attempt  reduction  by  the  usual  processes,  when  this  policy  had  been 
pursued  long  enough  to  permit  a  degree  of  freedom  in  the  extension  of 
the  bone,  and  justify  the  attempt  with  a  well-grounded  expectation  of 
success. 
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In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  the  patient  was  largely  depleted,  put  upon 
the  sparest  diet,  and  the  arm  was  rotated  and  extended  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  rubbed  with  anodyne  and  oily  embrocations,  for  six  successive 
days.  A  systematic  attempt  at  reduction  was  successfully  made  on  the 
seventh  day.  The  patient  having  been  bled  and  nauseated  by  large 
doses  of  tart,  of  antimony,  it  was  not  found  very  difficult,  after  the  pre- 
vious preparation,  to  bring  the  head  of  the  bone  obviously  beyond  the 
glenoid  cavity.  It  was,  however,  impossible  to  effect  its  reduction,  until 
it  occurred  to  Dr.  Flint  that  nature  had  probably  filled  up  the  socket, 
and  that  the  cavity  might  be  cleared  for  receiving  the  bone,  by  brisk 
rotation  after  the  requisite  extension  was  made.  Under  this  process  of 
brisk  rotation,  the  reduction  was  completed  at  a  moment  of  complete 
syncope. 

Seventy-two  days  had  elapsed  from  the  accident  to  the  time  of  reduc- 
tion. But  little  inflammation  followed  the  operation,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  patient  began  to  use  his  arm,  and  six  months  ago  had  almost  com- 
pletely regained  its  motions.  J.  H.   Weight. 

Springjield,  Mass.,  October,  1838, 


TRANSMISSION    OF   VACCINE   VIRUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  Vol.  XVI.,  page  419,  an  anxious  desire  mani- 
fested by  Dr.  Bradley,  of  Bankok,  Siam,  that  some  vaccine  virus  could 
be  introduced  into  that  kingdom.  In  Vol.  XVll.,  page  31,  an  attempt 
was  made,  by  Dr.  Andrew  Stone,  to  show  how  this  might  be  done  ;  but, 
as  I  conceive,  by  an  imperfect  method  of  transmitting  a  substance  so 
extremely  liable  to  decompose.  I  think  all  doubts  may  be  put  at  rest 
on  this  subject  by  placing  the  virus  in  a  tin  box,  exhausting  the  atmos- 
pheric air,  and  hermetically  sealing  it.  In  this  manner  I  kept  lobsters 
iresh  seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  I  had  them  cooked, 
of  which  a  number  of  gentlemen  partook  and  pronounced  the  dish  of 
the  first  quality.  If  any  fresh  article  can  be  kept  that  length  of  time 
without  any  alteration  in  its  flavor,  why  should  not  the  vaccine  virus 
maintain  its  activity  after  a  lapse  of  the  samcj  period  ?  N.  S. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,     NOVEMBER    28,    18  3  8. 


VERMONT   ASYLUM  FOR    THE   INSANE. 

The  Second  Annual  Report  of  this  well-conducted  institution,  which,  it 
will  be  recollected,  is  located  at  Brattleboro',  was  made  to  the  State 
Legislature  in  the  latter  part  of  October.     The  first  part  of  the  pamphlet 
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is  occupied  by  a  detailed  report  of  tlie  Board  of  V^isiters,  who  seem  to 
have  just  and  enlarged  views  of  what  is  desirable — nay,  what  is  neces- 
sary, for  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  patients.  I'hey  complain  of 
a  want  of  funds  to  complete  the  buildings.  Another  wing,  the  cost  of 
which  will  be  al)out  eleven  thousand  dollars,  is  spoken  of  in  a  way  that 
should  have  influenced  the  Legislature  to  grant  the  means  of  erecting  it 
at  once.  There  is  a  culpable  tardiness  in  finishing  these  public  estab- 
lishments in  this  country,  quite  discouraging  to  philanthropists.  The 
history  of  many  of  the  most  deserving  and  praiseworthy  institutions  in 
the  United  States,  designed  expressly  lor  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  unfortunate  of  our  race,  is  a  history  of  hope  deferred — of  dragging, 
mispent  time  and  money.  When  the  public  sentiment  is  in  favor  of  a 
measure  of  this  character,  there  should  be  no  unnecessary  delay — no 
obstacles — no  want  of  energy — no,  nor  want  of  money,  when  it  is  raised 
directly  from  the  people  who  sanction  the  measure. 

The  board  state  that  during  the  past  year,  eighty-one  patients  have  been 
in  the  institution.  Thirty-four  remained  at  the  close  of  last  year,  and  forty- 
seven  have  been  admitted  ;  forty-five  have  been  discharged,  and  thirty- 
si.x  remained  at  the  date  of  the  report.  In  less  than  two  years  from  the 
opening  of  the  asylum,  tliirhj-one  persons  have  been  discharged  who 
were  restored  to  reason  and  usefulness.  This  one  fact  is  a  triumph  of 
which  the  State  may  indeed  be  most  proud. 

Another  portion  of  the  printed  pamphlet  embraces  an  interesting  docu- 
ment from  the  superintendent,  Dr.  Rockwell,  at  whose  appointment 
much  satisfaction  was  expressed.  He  has  pursued  a  course  of  moral 
treatment  that  cannot  be  otherwise  than  successful — precisely  the  same 
as  is  adopted  by  Dr.  Woodward  at  Worcester,  and  by  Dr.  Bell  at  the 
McLean  Asylum  in  Charleslown,  which  have  long  been  regarded  as 
models  worth  copying  everywhere.  The  following  are  Dr.  R.'s  remarks 
on  the  religious  exercises  at  the  asylum  :  — 

"  Our  religious  exercises  have  been  continued  the  same  as  last  year. 
We  have  family  worship  every  evening  after  tea,  when  all  who  are  in  a 
proper  condition  are  present.  The  exercises  at  these  times  consist  of 
reading  a  portion  of  the  scriptures,  singing  a  hymn,  and  a  prayer.  On 
the  Sabbath  in  the  afternoon,  in  addition  to  the  above  exercises,  a  short 
sermon  or  a  part  of  one  is  read.  These  seasons  are  a  source  of  great 
comfort  to  many  of  the  patients,  and  we  have  received  letters  from  those 
who  have  recovered  and  returned  to  their  friends,  who  mention  these 
seasons  as  among  the  most  interesting  of  their  lives.  In  no  case  has  it 
appeared  to  have  an  injurious  efi'ect,  and  in  many,  it  has  been  the  com- 
mencement of  that  exercise  of  self-control,  and  hope  of  recovery,  which 
has  resulted  in  their  restoration.  One  patient  who  could  not  control  her 
feelings,  language,  or  conduct,  or  refrain  from  tearing  her  clothing, 
would  behave  with  propriety  during  family  worship.  Whenever  the 
usual  family  worship  has  l)een  prevented,  a  general  expression  of  disap- 
pointment has  been  n)anilested.  Those  who  are  in  a  suitable  condition 
attend  church  on  the  Sabbath.  Attendance  upon  these  exercises  is  en- 
tirely voluntary  with  the  patients." 

To  do  Dr.  Rockwell  full  justice,  and  at  the  same  time  show  the  pro- 
fessional reader  in  what  this  moral  treatment  consists,  a  portion  of  the 
report  will  l)C  hereafter  copied  into  the  Journal.  Were  our  pages  sutli- 
ciently  atHple,  n<ithing  would  afford  us  more  satisfaction  than  to  reprint 
the  whole  of  these  reports  from  the  New  En<;land  Institutions  for  the 
management  of  the  insane,  as  they  appear  from  year  to  year.      Wishmg 
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Dr.  Rockwell  continued  success,  we  hope  he  will  never  find  it  necessary 
to  change  a  system  hastily,  which  has  accomplished  so  mucii,  thus  far, 
for  suffering  humanity. 


Injiiinary  for  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Lmngs. — Two  years  have 
passed  away  since  the  commencement  of  this  Infirmary,  which  has  more 
than  met  the  expectations  of  its  friends.  The  number  of  persons  seek- 
ing advice,  justifies  the  opinion  that  this  will  ultimately  be  considered  by 
the  citizens  of  Boston  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  worthy  of  the 
sustaining  influence  of  the  benevolent.  It  is  well  known  that  diseases 
of  the  lungs,  in  this  variable  climate,  are  not  only  very  common,  but  in 
Boston,  particularly,  the  number  of  deaths  annually,  by  pulmonary  con- 
sumption, greatly  augments  the  bill  of  mortality.  The  poor,  exclusively 
those  unable  to  procure  medicines,  are  here  first  advised  of  the  best 
plan  of  treatment  in  the  incipient  stages  of  the  disease,  and  remedies 
are  gratuitously  dispensed,  under  all  circumstances.  Editors  of  public 
papers  would,  perhaps,  do  this  class  of  sufferers  an  essential  benefit  by 
giving  greater  publicity  to  the  institution — which  is  located  in  Court 
square,  entering  from  School  street.  The  days  of  attendance  are 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  at  12  o'clock. 


Phrenological  Lectures  in  JS'ew  Yorh. — From  various  notices  in  the 
New  York  City  papers,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Combe  has  not  only  a  good 
audience,  but  succeeds  in  interesting  his  hearers.  We  cannot  refrain 
from  urging  it  upon  our  medical  brethren,  as  far  as  possible,  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  of  that  gentleman's  discourses  on  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain.  Though  not  so  fluent  a  lecturer  as  Dr.  Spurzheim, 
he  is  a  powerful  reasoner  and  a  profound  metaphysician.  It  is  not  ex- 
pected that  every  one  will  become  a  phrenologist,  but  it  is  important  that 
physicians  should  avail  themselves  of  every  possible  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing all  that  is  to  be  known  in  relation  to  the  structure  of  the  organ  of 
mind. 


Dr.  GaUnp''s  JVew  Work. — It  is  understood  that  the  venerable  Joseph 
A.  Gallup,  M.D.,  formerly  in  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice,  at  the 
Castleton  Medical  School,  is  in  Boston,  superintending  the  publication 
of  a  work,  in  two  volumes,  which  he  has  been  many  years  preparing,  on  a 
subject  upon  which  he  has  formerly  lectured  very  acceptably.  As  a  sub- 
scription paper  was  circulated  a  few  months  ago,  it  is  presumed  the  en- 
couragement was  satisfactory  to  the  author  ;  and,  therefore,  his  friends 
may  soon  expect  to  be  furnished  with  the  books.  Messrs.  Otis,  Broaders 
&  Co.  being  engaged  in  the  printing,  peculiar  neatness  in  typographical 
execution  is  expected,  as  a  matter  of  course. 


TTie  Structure  of  the  Cornea. — The  cornea  of  all  animals  having  pal- 
pebrae  is  composed  of  three  distinct  parts  ;  externally  it  is  covered  by  a 
thin  membrane  or  pellicle,  which  various  appearances  of  disease  prove 
to  be  a  continuation  of  the  tunica  conjunctiva.  The  central  lamina  is 
composed  of  a  cellular  transparent  substance,  possessing  a  very  low  de- 
gree of  vitality.     The  third,  or  internal  layer,  is  membranous  like  the 
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first,  hut  much  thicker  and  stronger.  It  belongs  to  the  class  of  serous 
membranes.  If  the  cornea  of  an  ox  is  placed  between  the  finger  and 
the  thumb,  by  moving  one  u|)on  the  other,  we  are  made  distinctly  sensible 
of  the  existence  and  relative  densities  of  these  three  laminaj,  the  yielding 
nature  of  the  central  one  enabling  the  other  two  to  move  in  opposite 
directions  ;  and  on  dissecting  them,  we  find  the  internal  one  capable  of 
resisting  a  much  greater  force  than  the  other  two.  When  a  pointed  in- 
strument is  introduced  through  the  two  first,  a  considerable  addition  of 
force  is  required  to  make  it  enter  the  third,  otherwise  it  glides  along  its 
surface  without  penetrating  deeper.  Disease  demonstrates  these  suc- 
cessive layers  in  the  human  eye,  in  a  manner  equally  satisfactory  to  the 
pathologist. 


Pohjpns  in  the  jyostrils. — The  extirpation  of  polypus  in  the  nostrils  is 
one  of  the  most  simple  operations,  yet  its  success  often  depends  on  the 
acquaintance  with  some  minute  practices,  a  description  of  which  is  not 
found  in  books,  and  which  are  only  learned  from  experience.  When 
polypi  extend  into  the  posterior  nares,  M.  Lisfranc  recommends  that  the 
forceps  be  long,  have  small  points,  the  insides  of  which  are  rough,  to 
prevent  their  slipping  from  the  peduncle.  A  recurrence  of  polypi  is  a 
very  frequent  occurrence,  not  because  those  which  have  been  extracted 
have  not  been  completely  taken  away,  but  because  new  ones  form. 
Near  large  polypi  there  are  always  on  the  mucous  membrane  small  ones, 
not  bigger  than  a  pin's  head,  which  grow  rapidly.  M.  Lisfranc  states 
that  the  only  remedy  to  prevent  the  growth  of  these  and  a  recurrence  of 
the  disease,  is  the  following  solution,  conveyed  to  the  posterior  nares  by 
means  of  a  camel's  hair  pencil  :  Take  of  strong  decoction  of  red  rose 
leaves  3iv.  ;  sulphate  of  zinc  3iij. —  Cont.  and  British  Med.  Revieiv. 


Proposed  Experiments  on  Digestion. — A  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
medical  section  of  the  British  Association  for  the  advancement  of  Science, 
at  their  late  meeting  at  Newcastle,  to  apply  for  a  grant  of  200/.  from  the 
funds  of  the  association,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  to  Great  Britain  and 
retaining  there  for  one  year,  Alexis,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Beaumont  in  his 
work  on  digestion,  for  the  purpose  of  making  physiological  and  chemical 
researches  on  the  subject  of  digestion.  The  committee  proposed  for  the 
investigation  were  Drs.  Thompson,  Prout  and  Grahatn,  and  Prof  Owen. 
— ^mencan  Med.  Jour. 


Club-foot  cured  bij  Operation. — Dr.  A.  G.  Walter,  of  Pittsburgh,  Penn., 
has  communicated  to  us  accounts  of  ten  ca.ses  of  club-foot  cured  by 
operation.  Dr.  Walter  divides  not  only  the  tendo  Achillis  and  other  ten- 
dons, but  also  some  of  the  ligaments.  In  several  cases  he  states  he  has 
found  it  necessary  to  divide  the  following  tendons  and  ligaments  :  tendo 
Achillis  ;  tibialis  posticus  and  t.  anticus  ;  flexor  pollicis  longus,  and  f. 
digitorum  comnxmis  hmgus,  et  brevis  ;  the  ligamentum  plantaris,  1.  cru- 
ralis  intcrnis,  ot  I.  deltoideum. — Ibid. 


Chlorate  of  Potass  in  Croup. — Dr.  Klein   assures  us  that  he  has  found 
the  chlorate  of  putadH  extremely  useful  in  dangerous  cases  of  croup,  par- 
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ticularly  towards  the  termination  of  the  disease.  He  administers  it  in 
the  dose  of  three  grains  every  four  hours,  to  children  of  two  years  old. 
The  fits  of  coughing  soon  become  more  mild  under  the  use  of  this  reme- 
dy ;  a  profuse  perspiration  breaks  out  ;  the  child  falls  asleep  and  gra- 
dually recovers. — SieboWs  Journal. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Cassel's  introductory  discourse  before  the 
students  of  ihe  Medical  Department  of  Willoughby  University,  Ohio,  is 
well  spoken  of  in  the  Cleveland  Herald. — A  story  is  current  that  the 
Council  General  of  the  Paris  Hospitals,  struck  with  the  mortality  of 
those  who  had  undergone  surgical  operations  within  the  two  last  years, 
caused  a  monthly  return  to  be  made  of  each  operation,  the  name  of  the 
disease,  the  name  of  the  surgeon,  and  the  number  cured  or  lost  by  each  ; 
and  the  effect  has  been  to  diminish  the  mortality.  Formerly,  out  of  five 
cases  three  have  died,  but  the  deaths  are  now  reduced  to  one  per  cent. 
If  this  is  true,  it  only  shows  the  value  of  careful  attention  to  after-symp- 
toms, and  vigilant  nursing. — Mr.  James  Toulmin  Smith,  an  English 
gentleman,  residing  in  Ro.xbury,  Mass.,  will  speedily  give  the  public  a 
*'  Synopsis  of  Phrenology,"  accompanied  by  a  phrenological  chart. — A 
hospital  having  been  organized  at  Geneva,  JV.  Y.,  in  connection,  it  ap- 
pears, with  the  medical  school  in  that  place,  Professor  Rodgers  is  now 
giving  daily  clinical  lectures  there.  Ten  thousand  dollars  have  been  set 
apart,  by  the  Trustees,  for  a  new  medical  college  building. — Dr.  Beals, 
of  New  York,  a  talented  lecturer,  gave  an  introductory  discourse,  to  a 
private  course  on  obstetrics,  on  the  12th  inst. — Lectures  will  commence 
at  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  on  the  last  Monday  of  this  month. 
— The  New  York  Medical  Examiner  speaks  of  a  new  mode  of  putting 
up  caustic — in  a  cylindrical  piece  of  wood,  like  a  crayon,  having  an  ivory 
cap  at  one  end  to  secure  the  point. — The  Geneva  Medical  College,  says 
the  same  paper,  has  "  one  third  more  students  than  during  last  year.'' 

To  Correspondents. — The  communications  of  Drs.  Glysson  and  Spaulding 
are  on  file  for  publication.  An  account  of  the  complimentary  dinner  to  Drs.  Jack- 
son and  Warren,  and  other  deferred  articles,  will  appear  next  week 

Whole  niiinber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  24,  99.     M.iles,  17 — feni.Tles,  ]2. 

Of  consumption,  7— accidental,  1 — old  age,  4— diarrhcea.  1— croup,  ]  — burn,  J — inflammation,  ]  — 
child-bed,! — scarlet  fever,  3 — dropsy  on  the  heart,  I— palsy,  1— fits,  1 — sudden,  1— canker  in  the 
bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  the  brain,  1 — cholera  morbus,  1 — stillborn,  2. 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  liave  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  'i'hey  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  wliereopportunities  will  be  aflbrded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Instiuction  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  different  branches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  he  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  GEORGE  C.  SH.ATTUCK, 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  31— eptf  GEORGE  VV.  OTIS,  Jk. 

WINSLOVV  LEWIS,  Jr. 

DR.   JACKSON'S  REPORT. 
A  Report  on  the  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  which  occurred  in  Ihe  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
from  the  opening  of  that  institution  in   September,  1^21,  to  the  end   of  1835.     By  James  Jackson, 
M  n.,  late  Attending  Physician  in  that  hospital.     Highly  recommended  In  the  Anierican   Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,  and  in  Dunglison's  Medical  Library.    Published  by 

Nov21— 3t  WHIPPLE  &.  DAMRELL,  No.  9  Cornhill. 
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FALLING  OF  THE   WOMB   CURED  BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  O.  HULL'.S  UTERO-ABDOiMfNAL  SUri'OKTER  is  oCered  to  those  atflicted  with 
Prol(ipsu.'<  Uteri,  or  Falliiiir  (if  the  /Komi,  anil  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  ^^  druirgivg  and  bcarivg-dotcn" 
sensations  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  .Supiiorter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  witliont  furtlier  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  l'M\)  of  the  Utero-JlbdvminaL  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  vi-arrants  the  assertion,  thai  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  I'essary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper,  of  London,  Kdward  Delafield, 
M.n., Professor  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  the 
different  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  liad  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

The  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  n)ine,  whicli  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMO.-«   U.  HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Aslor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWK  &   REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  24  Merchants  Row.  Boston. 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  pro,'iose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.  The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intejidert  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by         ........    Dr.  Retrolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by -        -        Dr.  Storer. 

On  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by  -------        -    Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  he  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JAt^OB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  VV.  HOLMES. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Phvsicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vacciwe 
ViRt'9  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  pout  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  25. 

INFIRMARY    FOR   SPINAL   DISTORTIONS,    CLUB   FEET,  &c. 

At  05  Belknap  Street,  Boston. 
Patients  from  a  distance  can  bo  accommodated  with  board  in  the  immediate  neichborhood. 

JOHN  B.  BROWN,  M.I).,  Surgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice 
whenever  called  upon. 

GeorL'e  Hayward,  Edward  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jeffries,  John  Homans, 
M.  S.  Perry,  W.  (^banning,  George  C.  Shattuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W.  Strong,  George  Park- 
man,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  11.  Lane,  Edw.  Warren, 
Geo.  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  August  1,  1838.  tf. 

NEW   LEECH    ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  medical  profession  are  hereby  informed  that  the  subscriber  has  made  such  arrangements  that  he 
will  be  able  to  supply  them  with  the  best  Foreign  Leeches,  at  the  lowest  market  price.  They  will  be 
safely  put  up  in  boxes,  with  the  clay  in  which  they  were  imported.  Physicians  niav  be  certain  that 
careful  attention  will  be  given  to  their  orders.  SETII  W.  FO\VLE, 

Oct.  17— lyeop  33  Prince  St.  corner  of  Salem  St.  Boston. 

FOR   SALE, 

Within  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  an  eslale  now  occupied  by  a  physician,  who  is  about  to  leave  the 
place.  It  will  be  sold  at  cost,  wliuh  is  between  2500  and  3000  dollars.  The  practice  is  a  valuable 
one,  as  can  be  satisfactorily  shown  to  any  applicant.  For  name  and  place,  inquire  at  this  othce  ;  If 
by  mail,  post  paid.  Nov  21— 3t 


IHE  IIO.STO.N  MEDICAL  AND  SURGM.'AL  JOURNAL  Is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
l>.  CL.\PP,  Jll.  at  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  all  communications 
must  be  addressed, />n.4t-;iai</.  It  is  also  ptililished  l;i  .Moiillilv  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
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BRITISH   PROVINCIAL   MEDICAL   AND   SURGICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

[WE|are  permitted  to  extract  the  following  remarks  from  a  letter  written 
by  Dr.  E.  Barlow,  who  was  president  of  the  above-named  association 
at  its  last  anniversary,  to  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  to  which  we  desire 
particularly  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader.] 

*'  I  lament  that  you  could  not  have  been  present  at  the  late  anniver- 
sary meeting  of  our  '  Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,' 
which  took  place  in  Bath  last  week  under  my  presidency.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  highly  interesting  than  this  annual  reunion  of 
the  Provincial  Medical  Faculty  of  this  kingdom,  nor  more  likely  to 
lead  to  important  and  most  beneficial  results.  After  a  few  months  of 
deliberation  this  association  was  instituted  at  Worcester  in  1832,  and  it 
has  since  held  six  anniversary  meetings  successively  in  Bristol,  Birming- 
ham, Oxford,  Manchester,  Cheltenham  and  Bath.  W^e  began  with 
about  150  members,  derived  from  a  limited  district ;  we  now  embrace 
the  whole  kingdom,  with  upwards  of  1200  members  enrolled.  For 
more  effective  co-operation  than  one  annual  migratory  meeting  would 
admit,  we  are  forming  subordinate  District  Branches,  members  reuniting 
themselves  in  branches  according  as  their  localities  and  personal  con- 
venience direct,  and  holding  whatever  local  meetings  their  zeal  and 
diligence  may  respectively  require.  We  assemble  next  year  at  Liver- 
pool ;  our  regular  anniversary  day  is  the  19th  of  July  ;  but  in  order  to 
ensure  the  convenience  of  holding  our  meetings  on  fixed  days  of  the 
week,  our  rule  is  to  assemble  on  the  18th  and  19th  of  July  when  the 
latter  day  falls  on  a  Thursday,  as  it  did  this  year,  or  on  the  first  Wed- 
nesday and  Thursday  after  the  19th,  as  will  be  the  case  next  year. 
This  rule  enables  all  concerned  to  foreknow  the  exact  time  at  which 
meetings  will  be  held. 

"  Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  in  this  age  of  rapid  navigation  and 
steamboat  flight,  some  of  our  United  States  brethren  may  be  tempted 
to  cross  the  Atlantic  for  the  purpose  of  honoring  us  with  their  presence 
at  these  our  national  medical  conventions,  and  personally  receiving  from 
us  assurance  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  we  hold  them  ?  May  I  in- 
dulge the  expectation  that  at  our  next  reunion  at  Liverpool,  some  re- 
presentatives of  the  U.  S.  Medical  Faculty  may  find  their  way  to  us,  and 
allow  us  to  evince  towards  them  the  cordial  respect  and  regard  which 
we  unfeignedly  feel  ?  If  you  could  hold  out  any  such  hope,  it  would 
be  an  incentive  to  our  energies  of  the  most  inspiriting  and  exhilarating 
18 
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kind.     Pray  think  favorably  of  this  suggestion,  and  diffuse  it  as  widely 
as  you  can." 

[For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  still  further  the  objects  of  this  asso- 
ciation, as  well  as  some  arguments  which  are  equally  in  favor  of  a 
similar  one  in  this  country,  we  present  part  of  the  address  of  the  same 
gentleman  on  taking  the  chair,  as  President  elect  for  the  year,  at  the 
late  anniversary  at  Bath.  Extracts  from  the  doings  of  the  association 
may  hereafter  be  copied.] 

"  Gentlemen, — In  entering  on  the  office  which  your  kindness  has 
assigned  lo  me,  my  first  agreeable  duty  is  to  bid  you  all  heartily  wel- 
come to  this  our  ancient  city,  which  was  never  more  signally  honored 
than  it  is  on  the  present  occasion.  Cultivated  talent  and  moral  worth, 
especially  when  combined,  must  ever  receive  the  respect  and  regard  of 
all  who  are  capable  of  appreciating  them.  For  both,  our  revered  pro- 
fession has  always  been  eminent  ;  and  when  they  who,  even  amongst  its 
members,  distinguish  themselves  by  pressing  forward  in  the  career  of 
humane  and  enlightened  endeavor,  assemble  in  such  numbers  as  I  rejoice 
to  see  now  around  me,  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  still  further  their 
divine  art,  and  promoting  the  best  interests  of  humanity,  their  presence 
must  confer  honor  on  any  place  which  is  graced  by  such  an  assemblage. 
It  is  not  my  design,  gentlemen,  to  trespass  long  on  your  time  or  atten-- 
tion,  in  the  address  from  the  chair,  with  which  the  customs  of  our  asso- 
ciation require  me  to  open  the  present  session.  To  do  so  would  be  an 
abuse  of  the  privilege  which  my  present  situation  confers,  and  prove 
only  an  irksome  delay  of  the  far  more  interesting  matter  which  will  be 
speedily  submitted  to  your  consideration.  In  each  successive  year  some 
change  takes  place  in  the  circumstances  under  which  your  President 
addresses  you.  Heretofore,  and  until  the  designs  for  which  the  associa- 
tion was  instituted  had  become  generally  understood,  it  was  the  duty  of 
your  Presidents,  in  their  respective  discourses,  to  dwell  on  those  de- 
signs and  the  evidences  of  their  fulfilment,  so  as  to  make  their  nature, 
scope,  tendency  and  progressive  realization  familiar  to  all  concerned. 
Happily  this  is  no  longer  needed — for  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since 
we  first  assembled  to  found  this  association,  and  the  wide  diffusion  of 
our  Reports  and  Transactions,  have  made  these  designs  fully  known; 
while  extension  of  the  association,  which  in  respect  both  of  numbers 
and  space,  has  advanced  with  a  rapidity  which  I  n)ay  say  is  unexampled 
— furnishes  assurance  the  most  unequivocal  of  their  being  justly  appre- 
ciated. Were  further  proof  of  this  needed,  the  assen)blage  which  I 
now  see  before  tne,  congregated  from  almost  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
must  suffice  to  carry  conviction  to  the  most  sceptical.  And  here,  gen- 
tlemen, 1  will  remark,  that  so  long  as  we  display  such  evidence  of  zeal- 
ous and  harmonious  co-operation,  we  may  be  content  to  pursue  the 
direct  and  even  tenor  of  our  way,  whatever  the  opposition  we  may 
chance  to  encounter  ;  and,  cheered  by  the  consciousness  that,  so  far 
as  our  abilities  extend,  we  are  pursuing  laudable  objects  from  pure  mo- 
tives, may  safely  disregard  objections,  such  as  only  ignorance  or  miscon-- 
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Cieptions  of  our  designs  could  urge  against  us.  Practical  details  and 
statistical  elucidations  you  will  have  abundantly  in  the  ulterior  proceed- 
ings of  the  present  meeting  ;  on  all  such  it  would  be  vain  and  idle  for 
nie  to  dwell.  I  prefer,  therefore,  during  the  few  nicments  to  which  my 
present  trespass  shall  be  limited,  to  direct  your  attention  to  those  con- 
siderations which  admit  not  of  statistical  exposition,  yet  which  are  not 
the  less  valuable  from  requiring  to  be  addressed  rather  to  the  mind's 
eye  than  to  our  actual  perceptions.  The  main  objects  for  which  we  are 
associated,  as  stated  in  our  fundamental  constitution,  are,  the  advancement 
of  medical  science — and  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  and  respecta- 
bility of  the  profession.  These  objects  are  intimately  connected  ;  for 
unless  science  be  diligently  and  effectively  cultivated,  the  honor  and 
respectability  of  the  profession  would  rest  on  a  very  slight  foundation  ; 
and  unless  the  honor  and  respectability  were  otherwise  maintained,  on 
the  high  ground  of  moral  integrity  and  liberal  sentiment,  no  advance  in 
science  could  vindicate  its  claini  to  that  high  estimation  in  which  it  has 
through  ages  been  held,  and  which,  I  trust,  it  will  ever  even  with  sensi- 
tive jealousy  preserve.  The  feelings  of  the  sensitive  Roman,  who 
would  not  that  his  wife  should  be  even  suspected  of  error,  are  to  be 
commended  ;  and  with  similar  feelings  it  should  be  our  care  so  to  con- 
duct the  proceedings  of  our  association,  that  not  even  the  suspicion  of 
sel6sh  or  sinister  designs  should  attach  to  us.  To  the  cultivation  of 
medical  science  our  endeavors  have  been  hitherto  directed,  with  an 
earnestness  and  steadiness  of  which  it  becomes  me  not  here  to  speak. 
However  little  these  endeavors  niay  have  hitherto  produced,  they  have 
at  least  been  exerted  with  a  zeal  worthy  of  the  cause  which  called 
them  forth.  My  present  purpose,  however,  is  not  to  dilate  on  these 
efforts  or  their  fruits,  but  to  impress  on  you  all  that  they  who  would 
judge  of  the  value  of  our  association,  even  by  the  efforts  already  made^ 
or  the  products  which  have  resulted  from  them,  would  forin  but  a  very 
imperfect  estimate  of  the  benefits  which  our  association  is  conferring^ 
and  which  it  cannot  fail  eventually  to  realize.  It  has  been  asked,  and 
in  a  depreciating  tone  and  unfriendly  spirit,  what  have  we  done?  The 
very  question  conveys  to  me  the  conviction  that  the  party  proposing  rt 
has  no  adequate  conception  of  the  subject  on  which  he  affects  to  seek 
information.  No  one  really  imbued  with  the  love  of  science  or  the 
spirit  of  truth  would  even  form  the  conception  of  judging  us  by  so  crude 
and  inadequate  a  test.  It  is,  no  doubt,  true  that  fruits  should  be  the 
proof  by  which  modes  of  cultivation  should  be  judged  ;  but  surely  not 
till  time  be  given  for  seeds  to  germinate  and  plants  to  fructify.  In  our 
cultivation  of  medical  science,  it  surely  cannot  be  barren  of  fruits  when 
upwards  of  one  thousand  energetic  members  of  a  liberal  and  enlightened 
profession  are  incited  by  the  inspiriting  stimulus,  which  this  association 
supplies,  to  exert  their  best  faculties  and  most  earnest  efforts  for  investi- 
gating those  truths  of  nature  which  it  has  ever  been  the  object  and  aim 
of  our  profession  to  explore.  In  the  activity  thus  aroused,  there  is  an 
ample  assurance  that  the  energies  so  called  forth  will  not  be  unprofitable 
— that  to  the  seed  thus  sown  may  we  look  with  full  confidence  for  a  rich' 
and  abundant  harvest,     1  care  not,  gentlemen,  how  slowly  this  harvest 
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advances;  it  bein^  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  it  is  advancing.     I  am  not 
impatient  for  brilliant  discoveries,  such   as   the   history   of  science   has 
shown  to  occur  only  at   intervals   few  and  far  between.     Science  is  ever 
of  slow  advance,  if  this  is  to  be  judged  by  the  sudden  bounds  by  which 
consummate  genius  starts  a-head  of  contemporary  talent,  marking  epochs 
in  the  history  of  the  science.     But   it  is  ever  steadily  progressive,  if  we 
note  the  slow,  but   sure — the   hucnble,  unpretending,  but   diligent   and 
unwearied  labor  with  which  its  ordinary  votaries  endeavor   to  extend  it. 
Among  these   humble  laborers   do  we  class  ourselves  ;  with  the  merit 
attaching  to  such   labor   we   will  be  content,  and  on  the  result  of  such 
labor  are  we   satisfied   to  rely.     Should   it    fall  within  the  inscrutable 
designs  of  Providence  that  some  master  mind  should  spring  up  amongst 
us,  some  heaven-born   genius  destined  to  achieve  the  performances  and 
equal  the  eminence  of  a   Newton  or  a  Harvey,  we  shall  gratefully  hail 
the  distinction,  assuming  only  the  humble  merit  of  having  used  our  best 
endeavor  to  incite  and   cherish  such   transcendant   talent.     But,  gentle- 
men, in  the  ordinary  pursuit  of  our  objects  we  look  not  for  such  results, 
and  on  the  diligent  exercise  of  ordinary  talents  are  we  content  to  rest 
our  claims  for  commendation,  encouragement  and  support.     I  am  led  to 
submit  these  views  to  you,  gentlemen,  believing   them    to   be  those  of 
truth   and   sober   reason  ;  for   while  1   would  deprecate  all  extravagant 
anticipations  and  vain  boastings,    1   conceive   it  essential  to  the  steady 
progress  of  our  combined  exertions  that  we  neither  undervalue  what  we 
have  done,  nor  form  an  incorrect  estimate  of  what  our  conjoined  labors 
are  capable  of  effecting.     On  the  second  head  of  my  present  address, 
that,  n'^mely,  which  relates  to  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  and  respec- 
tability of  the  profession,  I  shall    be   very  brief — for  this   honor  and  re- 
spectability must  ever  flow,  not  from  self-elating  pretensions  or  arrogant 
claim  to  consideration,  but  from   the   professional   skill  and  moral  worth 
of  the   individual  members.     As  the  aggregate   of  parts  constitutes  the 
whole,  so  must   the   njainlenance   of  honor  and   respectability  by  each 
individual  member  of  our  association   ensure    beyond   the  possibility  of 
failure  the  continuance  of  these  long-enjoyed  attributes  to  the  collective 
body  ;  and  when  I  consider  the  high  moral  qualities  which  the  members 
of  our  body  on   all  occasions  display,  the  talents  they  evince   and   the 
zeal  they  manifest,  to  all  of  which  even  the  brief  records  of  our  asso- 
ciation  already  bear   ample  testimony,  1  can   entertain   no  fears  of  our 
ever,  as   a   profession,  descending   from   that  high    moral  eminence,  on 
which  the  opinions  of  the  world,  and    the  express  declaration  of  several 
of  the  sagest  and  most  acute  observers  of  human  nature,  have  for  ages 
placed    us.     On    the   conduct  of  our  individual    members  1   confidently 
rely  for  preserving  unsullied   that  reputation   which  the  profession  has 
hitherto  maintained. 

"  So  far  as  my  judginent  and  feelings  are  capable  of  guiding  me  I 
would  say — in  cultivating  medical  science  disdain  not,  through  vain  as- 
pirations for  profound  theories  or  dazzling  generalizations,  that  patient 
observation  of  nature  and  diligent  collection  of  accmale  facts,  from 
which  all  true  theory  must  be  derived,  all  sound  generalization  deduced  ; 
and,  in  upholding  the  honor  and  respectability  of  the  profession,  let  the 
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measures  we  collectively  sanction  ever  bear  the  impress  of  that  liigh- 
tonecl  lunral  feeling,  which  has  so  lon^  distinguished  our  profession,  and 
by  which  its  true  interests  require  us  ever  to  abide." 
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[Coriiinuiiicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sursical  Journal.] 

In  considering  that  part  of  Dr.  Alcott's  evidence  which  is  derived  from 
the  testimony  of  correspondents,  I  inadvertently  overlooked  the  letter  of 
one  of  his  witnesses,  Dr.  John  M.  Andrew,  of  Remsen,  N.  Y.,  owing 
to  its  not  being  inserted  in  its  jjroper  place  in  the  work  under  review. 
Dr.  Andrew  seems  to  be  a  thorough-going  vegeialile  eater.  He  has  fol- 
lowed the  "system"  sixteen  months,  and  has  not  lost  a  pound  of  flesh. 
He  has  devoted  himself  to  "  the  assiduous  cultivation  of  his  mental 
faculties,"  and  is  withal  a  most  valiant  man  in  the  field — of  labor.  "  I 
cannot,"  says  he,  "  find  a  man  to  vie  with  me  in  the  field,  with  the 
scythe,  the  fork,  or  the  axe.  I  do  not  want  anything  but  potatoes  and 
salt,  and  1  can  cut  and  put  up  four  cords  of  wood  in  a  day,  with  no  very 
great  exertion."  All  this  is  very  strange  !  Dr.  Andrew  is  certainly  a 
doughty  man,  and  very  probably  will  prove  a  match  for  Dr.  Alcott 
himself,  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  "  can  eat  all  the  while,  sleep  all  the 
while,  talk  all  the  while,  fiist  all  the  while,"  he.  &lc.  Dr.  Andrew 
followed  the  honorable  business  of  farming  until  about  four  years  ago, 
when,  he  says,  he  commenced  his  "  professional  course."  His  expe- 
rience, as  a  physician,  must  have  been  about  as  extensive  as  that  of  Dr. 
Alcott's  other  correspondents. 

Dr.  Alcott,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  quick  to  find  evidence  in  au- 
thors which  favors  his  own  views,  while  he  is  extremely  dull  of  appre- 
hension when  evidence  of  a  different  character  presents  itself.  He  is 
stone  blind  on  one  side.  He  can  see  the  smallest  objects  on  the  left, 
while  a  church  of  the  largest  size  cannot  be  perceived  on  the  right. 
For  instance,  he  quotes  Dr.  Beaumont  with  much  approbation  when  he 
says  that  fat  meats,  butter  and  oily  substances,  spices,  pepper,  and 
stimulating  condiments,  retard  digestion  and  injure  the  stomach  ;  but  he 
makes  no  allusion  to  those  decisive,  experiments  of  Beaumont  and 
others,  which  show,  what  almost  any  man  may  know  from  his  own  ex- 
perience, that  vegetable  food,  as  a  general  rule,  is  more  slowly  and  with 
more  difficulty  digested,  than  animal. 

The  last  chapter  in  Dr.  Alcott's  book  is  a  long  and  labored  one,  in 
which  the  author  recounts,  in  a  formal  manner,  the  arguments  which  he 
has  been  able  to  collect,  during  a  period  of  thirty  years  or  so,  in  favor  of 
his  system.  This  chapter  is  not  without  instruction,  thou?,h  much  of  it 
is  very  queer,  and  all  of  it  extravagant  and  ultra  in  its  views.  Its  rea- 
soning is  so,  so — a  pretty  good  specimen  of  bran-bread  logic.  I  beg  the 
reader  will  examine  it  for  himself. 

Vegetable-eaters,  says  the  Doctor,  have  excellent  appetites,  much 
better  than  other  men  ;  yet,  they  are  not  hungry.  None  but  they  know 
the  pleasures  of  eating,  and  yet  they  can  go  without  eating  without  any 
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self-denial  or  inconvenience.  They  have  better  djoestlon,  better  chyle, 
"  belter  bones  and  more  solid  muscles,"  greater  strensth,  sweeter 
breath,  acuter  senses,  more  lively  minds,  and  clearer  heads  <md  hand- 
somer faces,  than  other  men.  ''  Vegetable  diet,"  says  our  author,  "  fa- 
vors beauty  of  form  and  feature."  "  Beauty,"  he  continues,  "  is  as 
much  within  our  control,  as  a  race,  as  our  conduct."  "  Beauty,"  adds 
he,  in  another  place,  "  is  exceedingly  influential,  and  I  look  forward  to 
a  period  in  the  world's  history,  when  ail  will  be  comparatively  well 
formed  and  beautiful."  Now  I  know  not  what  is  Dr.  Alcott's  standard 
of  beauty,  but  I  have  known  some  bran-bread  gentlemen  who  looked 
no  better  than  they  should — indeed,  no  better  than  other  men.  I  hope 
the  doctor  will  not  think  me  personal  ;  but  it  is  really  too  bad  that  a 
man  with  his  gaunt  and  hungry  look  should  taunt  his  belters  with  being 
unhandsome.  It  is  not  strange  that  a  person  who  has  lived  on  Dr. 
Alcott's  plan  should  have  an  excellent  appetite,  and  should  be  able  "to 
eat  even  the  coarsest  viands  with  a  high  relish"  (for  what  flesh-eater 
who,  either  from  choice  or  necessity,  has  nearly  starved  himself,  cannot 
say  as  much)  ;  but  it  is  strange  that  a  man  of  his  taste  should  place  be- 
fore us  such  a  skeleton  set  of  fellows  as  his  followers  are  known  to  be, 
and  call  them  beautiful.  I  know  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  disputing  of 
tasres,  but  such  a  taste  as  is  here  avowed  I  feel  authorized  to  dispute. 

"  The  pure  vegetable-eaters,"  the  doctor  goes  on  to  say,  "  seldom 
drink  at  all.  The  reason  is,  they  are  seldom  thirsty."  This,  he  con- 
tends, is  an  excellent  argument  in  favor  of  his  system.  One  of  his  au- 
thorities, indeed,  i^aintains  that  man  is  not  naturally  a  drinking  animal. 
Dr.  Alcott  does  not  go  so  far  as  this ;  still  he  believes  "  that  ninety-nine 
hundredths  of  the  drink  which  is  used  does  more  harm  than  good." 
He  has  known  several  hard  laborers  "  who  were  accustomed  to  sweat 
profusely  and  freely,  and  who  yet  hardly  ever  drank  anything."  How 
the  system  is  supplied  with  fluid  in  such  cases  he  cannot  say,  but  in- 
stances of  the  kind  prove,  he  contends,  that  drink  is  unnecessary.  This 
is  his  logic — "  If  but  one  healthy  man  can  dispense  with  drinking,  others 
may."  Drinking,  he  says,  is  a  habit,  and  a  very  bad  habit  too.  He 
not  only  denounces  all  stimulating  drinks,  but  he  seems  to  have  had  a 
falling  out  even  with  cold  water — a  word  which  is  forever  on  the  lips  of 
his  bran-bread  associates,  as  though  we  could  never  have  enough  of  it. 
I  do  not  know  on  what  ground  he  has  taken  up  the  cudgel  against  pure 
cold  water — that  harmless  thing  and  emblem  of  purity — unless  it  is  be- 
cause it,  too,  is  too  stimulating.  One  of  his  authorities  whom  he  quotes 
nmch,  recommends  distilled  water  as  far  preferable  to  any  other.  Such 
water,  certainly,  cannot  be  very  stimulating,  nor  can  it  contain  much 
spirit.  Why,  then,  does  not  Dr.  Alcott  recommend  it,  or  does  liie  pro- 
cess of  preparing  it  smack  too  much  of  the  distillery  ? 

Dr.  Alcott  is,  of  course,  a  great  enemy  to  Jot.  Vegetable-eaters,  he 
says,  are  never  troubled  with  it.  I  believe  him,  so  far  as  his  own  asso- 
ciates are  concerned.  They,  certainly,  were  never  accused  of  being 
fat.  Put  it  is  not  true  that  fat  people  are  of  course  gross  feeders. 
They  are  not  so  likely  to  be  large  eaters,  or  to  eat  as  large  a  proportion 
,pf  animal  food,  as  other  men.     The  fattest  man  I  ever  saw  ate  sparely, 
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:and  hardly  tasted  animal  food  at  all.  This  is  according  to  my  expe- 
rience, and  according  to  the  testimony  of  those  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
.quainted.  Excessive  corpulency  should  be  regarded  as  disease,  and 
independent,  at  least  frequenily,  of  diet.  Jt  is,  generally,  a  misfortune 
and  not  a  crime,  and  the  man  who  has  met  with  it  should  not  be  called 
hard  names,  or  stigmatized,  in  not  very  elegant  language,  as  "  a  huge 
mass  of  double-refined  disease,  pillaged  from  the  foulest  and  filthiest  of 
■animals." 

But  I  must  bring  my  remarks  to  a  close.  I  have  not  said  all  1  in- 
tended, though  I  have  exceeded  the  limits  which  1  marked  out  for  my- 
self. I  do  not  pretend  to  have  said  much  that  is  new.  An  old  argu- 
ment, in  my  way  of  thinking,  is  as  good  as  a  new  one,  jDrovided  only  it 
be  a  good  one.  I  know  that  I  have  said  nothing  that  will  convince  Dr. 
Alcott  or  any  of  his  associates.  1  had  almost  said  that  it  was  not  the 
•nature  of  argument  to  convince  those  that  are  wedded  to  systems.  Dr, 
Alcott  is  possessed  of  an  enthusiastic  mind,  and,  like  others  of  his  kind^ 
is  very  apt  to  have  his  hobby,  and  to  ride  his  hobbies  very  haixl.  I  do 
not  doubt  the  doctor  is  thoroughly  honest  in  his  opinions,  but  I  do  doubt 
if  his  mind  is  in  a  state  to  be  convinced  by  reasons.  As  before  re- 
marked, he  has  a  blind  side;  and  not  wilfully  or  affectedly,  but  uncon- 
sciously and  really.  1  shall  not  change  his  opinions.  He  is  at  liberty 
'to  enjoy  them  ;  only  let  him  allow  me  to  enjoy  mine.  1  j)art  from  him 
■with  perfect  good  feeling,  wishing  him  health  and  long  life,  and  every- 
thing desirable  except  proselytes. 

Note  1. — 1  have  said,  in  one  of  these  papers,  that,  probably,  one  in 
six  of  the  people  in  New  England  lives  to  be  seventy  years  of  age.  It 
has  been  mentioned  to  me  that  this  proportion  was  probably  too  large, 
but  I  awi  convinced  that  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  too  small,  if  we  exclude 
the  cities  fioni  the  estimate.  Bancroft  says,  in  his  history  of  the  United 
States,  that  more  than  one  in  five,  full  four  in  nineteen,  attain  the  age  of 
seventy.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  in  which  I  live,  even  this  propor- 
tion is  too  sniall.  A  friend  of  mine,  curious  in  such  matters,  has  niade 
actual  inquiry,  and  has  found  that  of  all  those  born  iti  this  neighborhood 
full  one  in  four  lives  to  the  age  of  seventy.  And  yet,  this  town  has  not 
been  known  as  peculiarly  healthy.  Probably  Mr.  Bancroft's  estimate  is 
not  too  large  for  all  New  England,  provided  we  leave  large  towns  out  of 
the  account. 

Note  2. — A  gentleman,  one  of  the  first  medical  men  in  New  Eng- 
land, has  mentioned  to  me,  since  I  commenced  these  papers,  that  nearly 
all  the  very  old  persons  with  whom  he  has  been  acquainted,  have  been 
hearty  eaters.  J  do  not  know  how  general  this  fact  may  be,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  persons  far  advanced  in  life  do  not  live  on  Dr.  Alcott's  plan. 
There  is  now  living  within  one  hundred  rods  of  where  I  write,  a  maq 
aged  one  hundred  and  one  years  and  seven  months.  A  week  ago  there 
was  a  man  buried  within  five  miles  of  my  residence,  aged  one  hundred 
and  two  years  and  three  months.  Both  of  these  persons  were,  in  their 
day,  what  may  be  called  good  livers.  They  ate  flesh  liberally,  but 
temperately,  generally  three  times  a  day,  during  the  laboring  part  q/" 
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their  lives.  Both  of  theni  used  cider  moderately  and  some  spirits. 
The  first,  who  still  survives,  follows  up  the  habiis  of  his  earlier  life  in 
respect  to  food  and  drink.  The  second  did  the  same  until  within  a  few 
months  previous  to  his  death,  when  he  dropped  his  usual  small  allowance 
of  spirits.  Judging  from  the  lives  of  these  men,  is  it  possible  that  flesh 
is  the  poisonous  thing  which  Dr.  Alcott  maintains  ? 


EXANTHESIS     ROS.'MJA     V.     PARISTH.VIITICA,     TERMINATING     IN 
ARTHRITIS   RHEUMATISMUS  V.  ACUTUS   ERYTHEMATODES. 

BY   T.    GLYSSON,    M.D.,    NEWPORT,    VERMONT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Rosalia,  particularly  v.  P.,  has  been  quite  prevalent  in  this  section 
during  the  present  season,  and  seems  to  have  been  unusually  fatal. 
The  case  of  which  I  am  about  to  give  the  details,  has  been  quite  in- 
teresting to  me,  and  I  [^resume  will  be  to  others,  more  especially  to  that 
part  of  the  profession  who  have  not  met  with  similar  ones.  I  have 
before  met  with  two  cases  of  R.  v.  E.,  but  not  in  connection  with  ro- 
salia.  Acute  erythematic  rheumatism  is  a  rare  disease  :  i.  e.,  not  near 
as  frequently  met  with  as  other  varieties  of  rheumatism — and  I  report 
this  case  with  the  view  of  eliciting  observations  from  others.  There 
has  been  much  written  about  the  best  method  of  treating  this  disease 
(acute  rheumatism) — much  discussion  still  exists — but  not  to  the  pur- 
pose. Actual  experience  and  observation  seem  to  bo  disregarded,  and 
theory  alone  the  topic. 

Miss  A.  A.  J.,  aged  about  18  years,  Oct.  17,  complained  of  chills, 
heat,  thirst,  headache,  and  considerable  difficulty  of  deglutition.  Eyes 
watery  and  red  ;  a  fiery  redness  of  the  face  ;  the  inside  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces  much  inflamed;  some  hoarseness;  dry,  hacking  cough;  con- 
siderable thirst;  a  burning,  throbbing  \mn  in  the  fauces  ;  a  burning  heat 
and  dryness  of  the  skin  ;  a  quick,  hard  and  frequent  pulse,  numbering 
135  a  minute.  The  throat,  on  examination,  presented  a  fiery  red 
color;  a  brown  fur  upon  the  tongue;  bowels  costive,  and  some  tender- 
ness in  the  umbilical  and  hypogastric  region,  which  on  examination  ap- 
peared tumefied.  Some  nausea,  but  had  not  vomited.  A  very  disa- 
greeable taste  in  the  mouth.  Some  difficulty  in  moving  the  joints.  On 
inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  she  had  suffered  for  about  four  months  past 
from   paramenia  obstructionis  v.  suppressio,  though  not  very  severely. 

Being  well  convinced  of  the  nature  of  the  affection,  I  put  her  upon 
the  use  of  Dover's  powder  in  doses  of  10  grs.,  conjoined  with  3  grs.  of 
camph.,  to  be  repeated  once  in  4  hours.  Pi.  hyd.  3  grs.  once  in  6 
hours.  Em  p.  epis.  of  sufficient  length  to  cover  the  forehead  and  tem- 
ples, and  use  a  decoction  of  rose  loaves  for  a  gargle. 

Oct.  18. — Pain  in  the  head  less  severe;  less  difiiculty  of  deglutition  ; 
burning  heat  of  the  skin  about  as  on  the  17lh ;  no  chills.  In  other 
respects,  also,  the  same.  Give  an  ecnetic  of  ipecac,  et  t.  antimony, 
which  operated   to  advantage,  producing  a  free  perspiration.     Give  a 


Rosalia,  terminating  in  Arthritis  Rheumatismus.  285 

table-spoonful  and  a  half  of  ol.  ricini,  and  repeat  once  in  6  hours  until  it 
moves  tlie  bowels  freely.  A  solution  of  aluin  and  decoction  of  rose 
leaves  for  a  gnriile. 

19. — Tliere  lias  been,  since  yesierday,  less  burning  heat  of  the  skin, 
and  by  turns  a  slight  perspiration.  J\o  nausea.  Physic  iiad  o|)erated 
well.  A  slight  pain  remaining  in  ihe  head  ;  some  vertigo  and  confusion, 
accompanied  with  faintness,  on  assuming  an  erect  posture.  Pulse  125. 
By  turns  there  is  some  convulsive  starling  of  the  tendons,  particularly 
about  the  time  of  going  to  sleep.  In  other  respects,  as  on  yesterday. 
Give  powders  composed  of  s.  niorph.,  grs.  f;  ipecac,  grs.  3;  prot. 
chlo.  mere.  grs.  4,  and  repeat  once  in  4  hours.  Ordered  two  table- 
spoonfuls  of  ol.  ricini  to  be  given  at  nine  in  the  evening,  and,  if  no 
operation  in  the  morning,  to  be  repeated. 

20. — Has  rested  well  during  the  nigiit.  No  nausea  ;  some  thirst;  a 
free  perspiration  ;  no  faintness  or  vertigo;  pulse  120;  pain  in  the  head 
entirely  gone  ;  no  lametiess  of  the  joints  ;  no  convulsive  starting  of  the 
tendons.  Physic  ojierated  well  at  about  6  in  tlie  morning.  A  heavy 
eruption  made  its  appearance  in  the  night,  about  the  neck,  shoulders 
and  face.     Continue  the  medicines,  except  ol.  ricini. 

21. — Equally  as  comfortable  in  every  respect  as  yesterday.  Pulse 
119.  Eruption  gradually  spreading  over  the  back,  chest  and  bowels. 
During  the  night  had  one  movement  of  the  bowels.    Continue  medicines. 

22. — Pulse  115.  Symptoms  gradually  improving.  Eruption  has 
begun  to  appear  on  the  lower  extremities.      Continue  medicines. 

23. — In  all  respects  improving.  Erujjiion  beginning  to  fade  where  it 
first  appeared.     Continue  medicines. 

24. — Rested  well  the  fore  part  of  the  night.  About  12,  began  to 
complain  of  pain,  soreness,  burning  heat,  and  stiffness  of  the  joints  of 
the  lower  extremities,  left  upper  extremity  and  neck.  On  my  arrival, 
about  8  o'clock,  A.  JVl.,  I  found  some  tumefaction  of  the  several  joints, 
severe  pain,  and  a  deep  redness  of  the  skin,  in  many  places  inclining  ta 
a  deep  purple  hue  ;  this  was  the  case  more  particularly  with  the  ankle 
and  knee  joints  of  the  inferior  extremities,  and  elbow,  wrist  and  finger 
joints  of  the  left  superior  extremity.  She  could  not  move  any  of  them 
in  the  least.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  thirst  ;  a  severe  pain  in  the 
head  ;  some  pain  in  the  bowels,  in  connection  with  diarrhoea  ;  pulse 
135,  quick,  and  slightly  corded.  Eruption  had  entirely  disappeared 
from  the  face,  neck  and  shoulders,  but  upon  the  bowels  and  inferior 
extremities  was  of  a  dark  red  hue  and  in  large  patches.  Considerable 
difficulty  of  breathing;  a  tendency  to  cough,  but  could  not,  owing  to 
the  severe  distress  such  an  effort  profluced.  Gave  a  powder  composed 
of  opii,  grs.  2;  aetata  racemosa,  grs.  8  ;  ipecac,  prot.  clilo.  mere,  aa  grs. 
3,  to  be  repeated  once  an  hour  until  free  from  pain,  after  that  once  in 
three  hours.  Use  a  liniment  composed  of  aq.  amino.,  ol.  olivae,  aa  3ij.; 
t.  opii,  3i-;  camph.,  gss.,  to  be  rubbed  on  the  joints  and  wherever 
there  is  any  pain,  soreness,  and  swelling  (until  entirely  rubbed  in  dry), 
once  in  2  or  3  hours.  Apply  a  blister  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  Omit- 
ted the  gargles,  as  the  soreness  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  had  considera- 
bly abated. 


236  Rosalia,  terminating  in  Arthritis  Rheumatismus. 

25. — To  day  she  is  pretty  much  free  from  pain  when  lying  entirely 
still;  sweat  profusely  durinLj  the  night  and  tlie  forenoon  of  to-day. 
Some  ptyaiistn.  Swelling  of  the  joints  of  the  extremities  about  the 
same,  except  the  color  is  not  so  dark.  Eruption  beginning  to  fade 
away  about  the  hips.  Diarrhoea  subsided.  Continue  medicines  as  on 
the  24th.  It  should  be  remnrked  here,  that  the  weather  for  three  days 
past  has  been  cold  and  chilly,  and  very  changeable — atmosphere,  very 
damp  indeed.     Coat  on  the  tongue  of  a  deep  brown  color. 

26. — Some  considerable  improvement.  Tumefaction  of  joints  con- 
siderably abated,  and  she  can  move  them  more  freely.  To-day  the 
joints  of  the  right  superior  extremity  and  shoulder  are  affected  ;  pain  in 
them  is  very  severe,  and  the  joints  of  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  be- 
ginning to  swell.  Wrist  joint  a  little  tumefied.  Bowels  rather  costive. 
Continue  the  medicines  as  yesterday,  except  the  omission  of  actaea  and 
prot.  mere,  for  12  grs.  gm.  guaic.     Eruption  is  entirely  gone. 

27. — Pain,  soreness  and  tumefaction  abating  in  every  joint,  except 
the  right  upper  extreniity  and  shoulder,  where  they  have  increased 
some  since  yesterday.  Pulse  120,  and  considerable  softer.  A  free 
perspiration.  During  last  night  had  three  movements  of  the  bowels. 
Powders  |)roduce  some  verti£::o.  Lessen  the  quantity  of  opiuni  ;  in 
other  respects  continue  medicines  as  on  the  26ih.  Coat  upon  the 
lonijue  is  beginning  to  come  off. 

28. — Pulse  100.  Swelling  of  the  joints  gratlually  abating.  No  pain 
except  in  the  head,  and  that  attributed  altogether  to  the  noise  in  the 
house.  As  soon  as  the  house  was  still,  the  pain  disappeared.  Some 
diarrhoea.     Continue  njedicines  as  on  the  27ih. 

29,  30  and  31. — Gradually  improving.  Secretions  returning.  Coat 
on  the  tongue  mostly  gone,  and  gaining  in  strength. 

Nov.  1. — The  joints  are  of  the  natural  size.  She  is  beginning  to 
have  some  appetite.  Pulse  75,  moderately  full.  Ptyalism  nearly  gone. 
No  tendency  to  cough.  Continue  medicines  as  before,  except  omit 
gm.  guaic. 

2. — In  every  respect  better.  Coat  entirely  gone  from  the  tongue. 
Appetite  improving  fast.  A  little  tenderness  of  the  gums  renjaining. 
Bowels  costive.  To-day  slie  began  to  menstruate,  and  is  in  no  pain 
excepting  what  is  present  in  connection  with  the  return  of  the  menses. 

3. — She  is  able  to  sit  up  an  hour  at  a  time.  Strength  and  appetite 
in)proviiig  fast.  Has  rested  well  for  the  last  two  nights.  Discontinue 
medicines. 

6. — She  is  able  to  sit  up  most  of  the  time.  Has  something  of  a 
diarrhoea,  and  is  directed  to  take  25  drops  of  tinct.  opii  once  in  4  hours 
until  it  gives  relief 

9. — To-day  she  is  quite  well,  is  able  to  labor  some,  and  has  improved 
very  fast  since  the  6th. 

I  have  had,  in  the  same  house,  another  case  of  rosalia,  terminating 
in  enteritis  typhodes,  variety  nervosa,  which  will  be  forwarded  for  pub- 
lication as  soon  as  I  can  get  time  to  copy  the  same  from  my  notes. 

Newport,  Vi.,  Nov.  15,  1838. 
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DR.   MOTTS  AND   DR.   WARREN'S   TRAVELS. 

[The  following  extract  from  a  letter  by  the  European  correspondent  of 
ihe  New  York  American,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the  members  of 
the  profession  of  wliich  the  above-named  gentlemen  are  dislinguislied 
ornaments.] 

JNo  arrival  from  the  East  has  afforded  so  much  pleasure  to  the  Ameri- 
cans in  Paris,  as  that  of  Dr.  Molt,  your  townsman,  one  of  the  ablest  of 
surgeons  and  worthiest  of  men.  He  has  come  back  from  a  journey  of 
five  months,  extended  to  Palestine,  through  countries  of  the  highest  in- 
terest to  him  in  a  professional,  not  less  than  an  ordinary  point  of  view. 
His  health  is  unimpaired,  though  he  underwent  many  and  various  hard- 
ships. He  proceeded  from  Paris  to  Marseilles,  thence  to  IVJalta,  and 
thence  to  Greece,  of  w-hich  he  made  the  tour  in  nearly  all  the  prin- 
cipal islands  ;  thence  to  Alexandria,  Cairo,  all  the  countries  on  each 
side,  both  deserts — the  pyramids  of  Gaza,  of  Saccharia  and  Memphis, 
and  the  mountains  of  Mogatiam  ;  from  Cairo  to  Damietto,  &tc.  He  re- 
turned through  Egypt,  by  a  different  route,  to  Alexandria,  thence  to 
Syria  and  Asia  Minor.  After  visiting  Smyrna  and  some  parts  of  the 
interior,  to  see,  at  least,  the  site  of  one  of  the  Seven  Churches  of  Asia, 
he  embarked  for  the  Dardanelles,  landing  to  survey  Cestos  and  Abydos, 
penetrated  again  into  the  interior  of  Asia  Minor,  and  visited  on  his  route 
ancient  Troy,  the  plains,  Alexandria  Troad  and  Mount  Ida.  He  after- 
wards repaired  to  Constantinople,  and  returned  to  Europe  by  the  Bos- 
phorus  and  Black  Sea.  I  give  you  thus  the  principal  points  merely  of 
his  itineracy.  I  have  learnt  from  him,  in  conversation,  that  he  was 
brought  into  contact  with  some  of  the  diseases  peculiar  to  the  countries 
which  he  visited,  in  a  way  to  be  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  of  them  for 
himself  His  opportunities  of  clinical  inspection  and  inquiry  furnished 
him  with  many  new  and  curious  facts  ;  and  his  observations  embrace 
not  only  the  most  formidable  endemic  maladies,  but  the  condition  and 
character  of  the  surgery  and  medical  schools  in  l)is  route.  I  trust  that 
he  will  communicate  the  whole  n)a3s  of  his  notes  to  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  and  Surgical  Journals.  He  seems  to  think  that  he  found 
as  much  instruction  in  his  professional  capacity,  as  gratification  in  his 
quality  of  traveller.  The  American  faculty  will  appreciate  the  harvest 
reaped  through  such  regions  by  such  a  confrere. 

Another  American  physician  and  surgeon,  of  like  repute,  in  his  divi- 
sion of  our  Union,  Dr.  Warren,  of  Boston,  has  already  carried  home 
from  Europe  a  truly  rich  and  most  valuable  addition  to  his  great  store  of 
professional  knowledge,  by  which,  1  am  sure,  our  whole  country  will 
profit.  I  wish  I  could  convey  to  you  an  adequate  idea  of  the  zeal  and 
activity  with  which  that  excellent  gentleman  pursued  his  researches,  and 
of  the  impression — as  I  have  chanced  to  hear  of  it  from  good  sources — 
which  his  merits  of  every  kind  left  upon  the  minds  of  the  ablest  pro- 
fessors and  practitioners  of  this  capital,  with  most  of  whom  he  com- 
muned in  all  their  walks  and  labors.  I  scarcely  need  say  that  the  pre- 
sence and  studies  in  Europe,  of  American  veterans  in  medical  and  sur- 
jgical  science  and  experience,  like  Dr.  Mott  and  Dr.  Warren,  are  of 
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inestitnable  n(Ivantn2;e  to  the  professional  character  anrl  proi^'res?  of  our 
country.  INot  that  "  the  art  of  heahng,"  as  practised  here,  is  to  he 
deemed  superior  or  equal  to  our  own  in  its  best  estate.  These  gentle- 
men and  the  heads  of  the  British  faculty  would  decide  in  the.  negative 
on  that  point. 

Dr.  Mott  was  allowed,  by  special  and  rare  favor,  to  range  with  an 
American  company  throu<i;li  the  harem  of  the  Sultan  at  Cf)nstantinopIe  ; 
the  ladies,  however,  being  kept  out  of  the  wall<  of  the  strangers.  He 
admired,  greatly,  the  appearance,  character  and  statesmanship  of  IMah- 
moud,  who,  I  presume,  may  be  placed  above  any  other  living  monarch 
except  Louis  Phillippe.  Modern  Athens  did  not  affect  the  doctor  with 
extreme  delight,  nor  did  the  "accommorlations"  in  any  part  of  Greece. 
The  |)eople  live  miserably.  He  was  pleased  with  the  deportment  and 
exterior  of  King  Otho  and  his  tjueen  (daughter  of  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Oldenburg)  both  very  young,  anrl  he  witnessed  at  a  court  ball  the  e'e- 
gance  of  Bavarian  royalty,  embellished  by  a  picturesque  variety  of  Greek 
costume  amon"  the  ladies. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOST(JN,     DECEaiBER    5,    18  3  8. 


BECK'S   CIIEIMISTRY. 

Dr.  L.  C.  Beck,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  New 
York,  has  published,  or  is  about  publisliinfr,  a  manual,  which  Dr.  Dun- 
glison  warmly  recommends  to  students  of  chemistry.  Dr.  Beck's  reputa- 
tion is  so  well  known,  in  connection  with  this  science,  in  America,  that 
his  name  alone  is  a  warrant  of  the  value  of  any  production  from  his 
pen.  In  looking  back  upon  the  catalogue  of  scientific  books  which 
have  appeared  in  the  United  Slates,  the  last  few  years,  there  is  an  ob- 
vious paucity  in  the  department  of  chemistry.  While  natural  history, 
surgery,  theory  and  practice,  and  obstetric.*:,  have  kept  pace  with  the 
progress  of  improvement,  no  one  seems  to  have  given  that  devoted  atten- 
tion to  this  subject  which  its  importance  demands.  With  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  Davy,  the  motnenluin  which  chemistry  had  acquired  has 
certainly  diminished,  and  the  ardor  that  fornierly  characterized  the  culti- 
vation of  this  useful  study,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  greatly  sub- 
sided. In  the  schools  of  medicine,  in  which  practical  chemistry  was  a 
leading  branch  of  knowledjje  a  \'cw  years  ago,  it  is  now  regarded  only 
in  a  secondary  light — exciting  neither  curiosity  or  surprise.  Perhaps 
one  cause  of  the  decline  of  its  former  im|)ortance  in  medical  education, 
arises  from  the  incontrovertible  fact,  that  the  teachers  themselves,  as  a 
general  rule,  are  not  the  most  brilliant  men  in  the  world.  There  are 
exceptions — but  it  will  be  admitted  that  too  many  chairs  of  chemical 
philosophy  arc  occupied  by  very  second-rate  professors,  who  drag 
through  the  lecture  sea.son  as  though  it  were  an  irksome  duty — burn- 
ing a  little  hydrogen  gas  at  one  lecture,  fulminating  a  grain  of  gold  at 
another,  &c,,  just  to  wear  away  time,  and  pocket  the  fee  ;  and  thus  winds 
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up  the  term.  Our  medical  schools  require  a  thorough  renovation  in  this 
respect.  First,  more  science  is  necessary  ;  secondly,  more  energy  ; 
and  thirdly,  the  manifestation  of  a  disposition  to  in.struct  the  students — 
otherwise,  the  practitioners  who  are  to  be  the  successors  of  the  present 
generation  of  physicians,  will  know  very  little  of  what  has  been  con- 
sidered of  the  first  importance,  viz.,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  pharma- 
ceutic chemistry. 


Wistar''s  Anatomy. — A  new  edition  of  this  standard  treatise  is  an- 
nounced by  Dr.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia.  The  industry  and  perse- 
verance of  the  profession  of  that  city,  are  worthy  of  all  praise.  The  old 
editions  of  Wistar's  Anatomy  are  still  valued — and  their  accuracy  and 
conciseness  of  detail  is  a  recommendation.  Such  revisions  and  addi- 
tions as  the  present  editor  is  qualified,  by  long  experience,  to  give  it, 
almost  insure  an  extensive  sale.  It  is  surprising  that  some  one  does  not 
remodel  that  excellent  old  system  of  anatomy  by  Andrew  Fype,  which  in 
point  of  accuracy  and  minuteness,  has  never  been  surpassed  by  any 
demonstrator,  in  any  age.  It  is  so  nearly  out  of  print,  that  kw  copies, 
if  any,  can  be  had  at  the  book-stores.  The  Edinburgh  edition,  of  1815, 
in  three  volumeSj  octavo,  is  the  last  that  has  come  to  our  notice. 


Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye. — Dr.  Jeffries  is  now  giving  his 
annual  course  of  practical  lectures  on  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  in  the 
theatre  of  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Green  street,  which  are  of  a  cha- 
racter not  to  be  overlooked  either  by  professional  strangers  who  may  be 
in  the  city,  or  by  the  students  of  the  college.  One  of  the  principal  ad- 
vantages of  these  lectures  arises  from  the  fact,  that  each  discourse  is 
illustrated  by  an  actual  exhibition  of  the  disease  itself.  This  charity  is 
now  so  firmly  established,  that  there  is  always  an  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing almost  every  possible  variety  of  derangement  in  the  organs  of  vision. 
Dr.  Jeffries  has  not  only  great  experience,  but  a  thorough  devotion  to 
the  interests  of  the  institution,  which  is  acknowledged  in  an  enlightened 
community,  where  his  services  and  his  philanthropic  labors  are  properly 
appreciated. 


Asylum  for  poor  Lunatics  in  Rhode  Island. — Necessary  as  such  an  insti- 
tution has  been  found  to  be  in  many  of  the  other  Slates,  no  effort  has  yet 
been  made  to  provide  for  this  particular  class  of  unfortunates  in  Rhode 
Island.  In  Connecticut,  one  is  evidently  contemplated — a  committee 
having  been  appointed  by  the  last  legislature  to  make  investigation,  which 
has  produced  a  document  of  curious  statistical  import.  Letters  were 
addressed  to  each  town,  inquiring  the  number  of  insane  and  idiots  en- 
tirely supported  by  the  town  ;  the  number  in  part  supported  ;  those 
wholly  dependent  on  charity  ;  the  number  necessary  to  be  confined,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  confined.  Together  with  these  efforts, 
the  sheriffs  of  counties  and  the  warden  of  the  State  Prison  were  ad- 
dressed, to  ascertain  the  number  incarcerated  for  crimes.  In  their  report 
the  committee  judiciously  state  that  "  though  the  intemperate  cannot 
be  justly  classed  with  the  insane,  still  there  is  the  same  destitution  of 
moral  principle,  the  same  want  of  self-control,  as  is  ordinarily  found  in 
the  insane,  and  the  conamunity  require  the  same  protection  from  their 
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violence,  and  we  believe  their  restoration  practicable,  when  placed  under 
the  same  course  of  moral  and  medical  treatment  required  for  the  insane.'^ 


Slate  Lunatic  Asylum,  JVeic  York. — From  the  Prison  Discipline  Re- 
port, we  ascertain  that  the  asylum  for  the  insane  poor  of  that  State  is 
to  be  located  at  Utica,  on  a  beautiful  eminence,  on  the  New  Hartford 
road,  one  mile  from  the  city.  A  farm  of  about  120  acres  has  been  pur- 
chased, the  soil  of  which  is  light  and  dry,  and  the  scenery  in  the  neigh- 
borhood very  delijjhlful.  Preparations  are  making  for  building  soon, 
the  plans  of  the  edifice  having  been  designed  for  the  accommodation  of 
about  1000  patients.  In  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum,  during  1837,  254 
received  its  benefits  ;  50  were  cured  ;  12  discharged  improved  ;  32  dis- 
charged at  the  request  of  friends  ;  13  died  ;  2  eloped  ;  and  145  re- 
mained at  the  close  of  the  year.  Dr,  Benjamin  Odden  is  now  the 
■superintendent. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye. — Affections  of  the  organs  of  vision  demand,  at 
all  times,  the  most  serious  attention  and  the  fullest  investigation,  and  are 
much  too  important  in  their  consequences  to  admit  of  being  trifled  with. 
Errors  in  the  treatment  of  many  other  diseases  may  be  frequently  re- 
paired by  subsequent  care  and  more  appropriate  applications  ;  but  a 
small  mistake  with  regard  to  the  diseases  of  the  eye,  is  often  irreparably 
injurious  to  its  functions,  and  may  be  succeeded  by  the  loss  of  sight. 
From  regular  practitioners  alone,  who  entertain  comprehensive  viewa- 
of  pathology,  can  any  important  improvements  in  this  department  of 
surgery  be  expected.  How  tew  persons  out  of  the  profession  are 
aware  of  the  great  danger  incurred  by  committing  the  care  of  ocular 
diseases  to  the  officious  zeal  of  ignorant,  though  well-meaning  private 
persons,  or  to  the  hap-hazard  treatment  of  empirics,  who  presumptuously 
boast  of  curing  all  the  complicated  disorders  of  the  eye,  by  means  of 
their  nostrums,  although  they  are  avowedly  unacquainted  not  only  with 
the  structure,  economy  and  morbid  derangements  of  that  delicate  organ, 
but  are  also  equally  unskilled  in  the  qualities  of  those  remedies  which 
they  employ  so  rashly  and  oftentimes  with  the  most  melancholy  con- 
sequences ! 

Treatment  of  Varix. — E.  H.,  aged  25,  a  lady's  maid,  was  admitted 
into  University  College  Hospital  June  21,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Liston. 
About  si,x  years  ago,  during  the  time  she  was  travelling,  her  left  leg  be- 
came frozen,  and  was  afterwards  suddenly  exposed  to  considerable  heat, 
by  the  limb  being  immersed  in  a  mash-tub.  Jn  consequence  of  this 
treatment  the  veins  of  the  leg  became  varicose,  and  the  limb  flexed  at 
the  knee-joint.  This  state  of  flexion  continued  for  some  lime,  when  it 
was  overcome  by  main  force,  and  the  limb  was  moved  with  freedom. 
She  has  had  recourse  to  a  variety  of  treatment  under  various  surgeons 
without  experiencing  any  relief  On  her  admission  the  veins  of  the  leg 
were  much  enlarged,  and  there  was  a  small  ulcer  on  the  inner  ankle. 

July  25,  JVlr.  J.,iston  passed  eiijht  needles  under  the  principal  varices 
and  applied  twisted  sutures.  The  ulcer  soon  healed,  and  the  veins  ceased 
to  appear  enlarged. 

30.  Three  of  the  needles  were  removed  lo-day  ;  the  other  five  on  the 
31st.     Water-dressing  applied. 
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August  4.  The  leg  bandaged  to-day.     Went  on   well  till  the    16th, 
tvhen  she  was  discharged  cured. — London  Lancet. 


Salicine  in  Intermittent  Fever. — Dr.  A.  Fiorio  has  employed  salicine  in 
108  cases  of  intermittent  fever  with  the  greatest  success.  The  highest 
dose  administered  was  twenty-four  grains,  and  in  every  case,  except  two, 
the  disease  was  immediately  moderated  by  the  remedy,  and  eventually 
cured. — Medic.  Yahrbucker. 


Medical  Miscellany. — In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  there  are  supposed 
(o  be  about  twenty-five  thousand  practitioners. — Dr.  HamiUon's  dis- 
course delivered  at  Auburn,  which  was  noticed  some  time  since  in  this 
Journal,  seems  to  meet  with  considerable  friction  in  its  progress  through 
the  community.  It  is  admired,  and  yet  condemned.  The  doctor's 
sweeping  denunciations  against  phrenology  seem  to  have  aroused  a 
whole  army  of  staunch  believers  in  the  new  philosophy  of  mind. — Dr. 
Smith,  in  the  course  of  a  lecture  in  the  Medical  College,  New  York,  the 
other  day,  related  the  extraordinary  fact  that  occurred  in  his  practice,  of 
a  ball  entering  the  brain  and  dividing  the  optic  nerves — yet  the  patient 
wholly  recovered,  with  the  loss  of  sight  only.  He  also  stated  that  a 
shaft  of  a  gig  entered  the  anterior  part  of  the  chest,  passed  through  and 
came  out  on  the  back  ;  but  the  reporter  forgot  to  mention  whether  the 
sufferer  lived  or  died. — In  the  time  of  Boerhaave,  a  kind  of  epidemic 
convulsion  became  rife  in  a  female  seminary  at  Leyden  ;  when  one  had 
a  fit,  others  of  the  young  ladies  followed.  But  this  great  physician  soon 
put  a  stop  to  the  disease  by  having  every  one  who  had  convulsions  punished 
with  a  red-hot  scourge.  Fear,  therefore,  proved  a  successful  revulsant. 
— So  many  physicians,  since  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  in 
Canada,  have  become  involved  in  treasonable  operations  against  the 
government,  that  the  provinces  seem  in  a  fair  way  of  being  bereft  of 
practitioners. 

To  CoRREspo.NDKNTS. — So  many  papers  of  considerable  length  have  accumu- 
lated, that,  contrary  to  our  expectation,  we  are  compelled  to  defer  some  of  them 
until  another  week. 

Died, — At  New  York,  suddenly,  Dr.  J.  R.  Peckwith,  of  the  United  States 
Navy.     He  had  just  arrived  from  Mexico. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  endins  Dec.  1,  28.     Males,  15— females,  13. 

Of  consumption,  2— lung  fever,  4— infantile,  2 — scarlet  fever,  3— disease  of  the  heart.  1— dropsy 
onthe  brain,  2— marasmus,  1— palsy,  I  — typhous  fever,  3— intemiierance,  1— teething,  1— fits,  1 — 
croup,  1 — old  age,  1 — pericarditis,  1 — stillborn,  2. 


MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, J839. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Joseph  Roby,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, by  James  McKEEn,M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  Institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  lectures  is  §50,  payable  in  advance.  The  lectuies  continue  three 
months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September.  P.  CLEAVELAND,  Secretary.. 

Brumwick,  Me.,  October,  1838.  D.  5— eopGl 
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ALBAxXY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  course  of  leclurcs  iu  this  lii^litiiliDii  will  coiiitiieiice  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  of  January, 
18:J9,  aiiJ  coritiiiiie  sixteen  weeks.  The  new  and  extHusive  College  edifice,  which  ha.<  heen  com- 
pleieJ  during  llie  |)iisl  suMiiner,  is  siluaied  ill  a  central  position,  and  in  architectural  character,  di- 
mensions, ai:d  internal  arranueinent,  is  adiniralily  adapted  to  llie  purposes  of  medical  instruction. 
Tlie  inu4eu.n  of  tlit;  institution  occupies  a  room  lifty  feet  square,  two  stories  high,  with  a  gallery, and 
glass  cases  above  and  below.  It  is  furnished  with  an  extensive  and  choice  collection  of  specimens 
in  healthy  and  niurbid  anatomy,  together  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  magnitied  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparaiion  necessary  to  illustrate  the  departments  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, Surgery  and  Obstetrics.  Tlie  otiier  departments  are  provided  wilh  ample  means  for  illustra- 
tion, and  with  all  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  The  Anatomical  Theatre,  which  will  be  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  branches, 
is  fifty  feet  square,  with  seats  for  'llJU  persons,  arranged  in  a  circular  manner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  whicli  is  lighted  by  a  large  dome  and  sky-light  immediately  above  it.  The  dissecting  rooms, 
whic/i  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  by  whom  every  facility  will  be  jirovided  fertile  cultivation  of  practical 
anatomy  and  operative  surgery. 

Tlirf  (Jlie.iiicil  Ijab.iratory  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designod.  The  course  in  t'lieniistiy  and  JSatural  Hist(jry  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnished  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Botany,  and  to  some 
extent  in  Uoniparalivc  Anatiuny.  In  Materia  iMedica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designiid  to  exhibit  as  many  facts  and  illustrations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  a  deiiKUistrarive  one. 

There  will  be  clinical  instruction  in  Surgery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  Almshouse,  where  lliere  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  All  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  conterred  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  all  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by 
other  inedxal  institutions  of  the  Stale,  will  be  secured  to  the  graduate.  The  requirements  of  candi- 
dates for  graduation  are  the  same  as  at  other  institutions. 

The  lectures  in  the  different  departments  will  be  delivered  as  follows: 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by        .        .        -        .        Alden  March,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  nf  Medicine,  by      -        .        .        .        .     David  M.  Reese,  Al.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by     -----        Ebenezer  Emmons,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  ......     James  H.  Armsby,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  by        -        Henry  Greene,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by         -----     Das-id  .M.  M'Lachlan,  M.D. 

Medical  Jutisprudence,  by  ......         Amos  Dean,  Esq. 

The  price  of  tickets  to  all  the  lectures  is  §65.  Graduation  fee,  .$20.    Matriculation  fee,  S5.    Dissect- 
ing fee,  ^o.     Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  any  incorporated  institution,  are  required  to  pay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 
The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  $2,50  to  $3,00  per  week. 

diiany,  J«38.  031*  J.  H.  ARxMSBY,  Dean  (if  the  Faculty. 

DR.   JACKSON  S  REPORT. 

A  RcpoRt  on  the  cases  of  Typlioid  Fever,  which  occurred  in  the  Massarhnsetts.  General  Flospital 
from  the  opening  of  that  institution  in  September,  1621,  to  the  end  of  ]a35.  Ry  James  Jackson, 
M  I).,  late  Attending  Physician  in  that  hospital.  Highly  recommended  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Sciences,   and   in  Dunglison's  Medical  Library.     Published  by 

.Nov21-3t  WHIPPLE  &.  DAMRELL,  No.  9  Cornhill. 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  aie  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  'J'hey  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  larsre  number  of  important  cases,  and  whereopportunities  will  be  affiirded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatiuny,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  iheir  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acipiiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  obsletric  practice.  Instiuction  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  L'iven  in  the  different  blanches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books, and  a  room  with  fireand  lights,  will  be  fnrnislied 
to  the  students  at  tlie  expense  of  the  instructers.  GEORCJE  C.  SHATTL'CK, 

WAL'PKR  OIIANNING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  31— eptf  GKORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jr. 

VVINSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr. 

FOR   SALE, 

WiTHiit  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  nn  estate  now  occupied  by  a  physician,  who  is  about  to  leave  the 
place.  It  will  be  sold  at  cost,  which  is  between  2.'ill0  and  3000  dollars.  The  practice  is  a  valuable 
one,  as  can  be  satisfactorily  shown  to  any  applicant.  For  name  and  plate,  inquire  at  this  office  ;  if 
by  mail,  post  paid.  Nov  21 — 3t 


THE  BOSTON  MF.DICAI.  AND  .SURGICAL  JOirUNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  CLAI'P,  JR.  at  181  Washinaion  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  ail  conimiinicallons 
must  be  addressed, /»n«f-poiV/.  It  is  also  published  iti  MoiilliU  Parts,  e.icli  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  iiionlli,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V."  ('.  S.M  ITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
year  in  advance.  ^3. :"iO  after  three  monrhs,  and  *1,0n  ifnof  paiil  within  the  year.— .Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  copv  gratiM. — (jrder.<<  from  a  distance  must  be  acceuipaiiled  by  payment  iu  advance,  br 
aaiisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  Raino  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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COMPLIMENTARY  DINNER  TO  DR.  JAMES  JACKSON   AND   DR. 
JOHN   C.    WARREN. 

We  alluded,  in  the  Journal  of  Nov.  14th,  to  the  tribute  of  respect  and 
esteem  recently  paid  by  the  mejiibers  of  the  profession  in  this  city  to 
two  of  their  distinguished  brethren.  Having  been  disappointed  in  our 
hope  of  receiving  an  official  account  of  the  proceedings  upon  this  unique 
and  interesting  occasion,  we  are  thrown  upon  the  vague  and  indistinct 
traces  left  upon  our  own  imperfect  memory,  and  such  aid  as  could  be 
obtained  from  other  sources ;  which,  though  freely  tendered  us,  is  neces- 
sarily limited  and  incomplete.  Every  one,  indeed,  seems  to  have  been 
too  thoroughly  engaged  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  scene  to  have  retained 
much  recollection  of  the  mere  details.  We  attempt  the  following 
sketch,  therefore,  not  with  a  hope  of  faithful  relation,  but  with  a  strong 
desire  of  preserving  some  slight  record  of  an  event,  to  which  we  of  to- 
day may  hereafter  refer  those  of  to-morrow,  and  of  teaching  those  who 
are  not  of  us  nor  among  us,  that  there  are  seasons,  when  in  spite  of  the 
prejudices,  jealousies,  enmities  and  uncharitableness,  with  which  the 
followers  of  our  art  are  reproached,  we  meet  and  mingle  as  those  should 
meet  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  honorable,  useful  and  noble  work. 

The  absence  of  Dr.  Warren  during  the  past  year  is  known,  we  pre- 
sume, to  most  of  our  readers.  During  this  period  he  has  been  zealously 
engaged  in  the  acquisition  of  new  stores  of  knowledge,  and  in  gaining, 
by  the  influence  of  his  personal  and  professional  character,  additional 
respect  for  American  medical  science.  Having  recently  returned  and 
resumed  his  duties  as  teacher  in  the  School  of  the  University,  and  Sur- 
geon of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  it  was  felt  that  some  public 
testimonial  should  be  offered  him  in  recognition  of  his  private  worth, 
professional  character  and  public  services.  If  it  gladdened  the  profession 
throughout  the  country,  that  one  of  their  number  was  worthy  of  equal 
fellowship  with  the  most  distinguished  of  other  lands,  it  was  the  pride  of 
Boston  physicians  that  this  one  was  a  brother.  Nor  could  they  forget, 
while  estimating  his  well-earned  fame,  that  there  dwelt  with  them 
another  claimant  upon  their  gratitude,  respect  and  love.  It  was  re- 
solved, therefore,  to  invite  Dr.  James  Jackson  and  Dr.  John  C,  Warren 
to  meet  their  professional  brethren  at  the  Pavilion,  on  the  evening  of 
November  8th,  1838.  In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  the  following 
invitation  was  sent  to  each  of  these  gentlemen  by  the  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose. 
19 
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Boston,  October  28lh,  1838. 
Dear  Sir, — A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Boston  Medical  As- 
sociation, desirous  of  testifying  their  respect  and  esteem  for  Dr.  J.  Jack- 
son and  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren,  and  their  sense  of  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  them  to  the  profession,  have  appointed  us  a  committee  to 
invite  you  to  a  dinner  on  Thursday,  the  8tli  of  November.  In  the 
hope  that  you  will  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  profession  on  this  occa- 
sion, we  remain,  respectfully,  yours, 

Edward  Reynolds,  ^ 

Enoch  Hale,  Jr.,  >  Committee. 

D.  Humphreys  Storer,  j 

To  this  invitation  the  committee  were  gratified  by  receiving  the  an- 
nexed replies. 

Pemberton  Square,  Oct.  29th,  1838. 
Gentlemen, — I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  inviting  me, 
in  behalf  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  Boston  Medical  Associa- 
tion, to  a  dinner  with  them.  My  professional  brethren  of  this  city  have 
given  me  so  many  evidences  of  their  kindness  and  good  will,  that  I 
needed  nothing  more  on  that  score.  I  receive,  however,  this  unexpected 
attention  with  the  warmest  gratitude,  and  shall  comply  with  the  invita- 
tion you  have  given  me  with  very  great  pleasure.  I  am,  gentlemen, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  James  Jackson. 

To  E.  Reynolds,  M.D.     ^ 

E.  Hale,   Jr.,  M.D.     >  Committee. 
D.  H.  Storer,  M.D.    ) 

Park  Street,  Oct.  29th,  1838. 
Gentlemen, — While  I  am  unconscious  that  my  labors  deserve  so 
high  a  reward  as  you  are  pleased  to  offer,  I  confess  that  nothing  could 
be  so  gratifying  to  rne  as  the  approbation  of  my  professional  friends.  It 
gives  rne,  therefore,  the  greatest  pleasure  to  accept  the  invitation  to  a 
dinner  on  the  8th  November,  and  I  beg  you  would  express  to  the  gen- 
tlemen whom  you  represent,  my  strong  sense  of  the  honor  bestowed 
on  me.  Very  respectfully,  Gentlemen,  your  friend  and  servant, 

John  C.   Warren. 
To  E.  Reynolds,  M.D.  ^ 

Enoch  Hale,  Jr.,  M.D.  >  Committee. 

D.  Humphreys  Storer,  M.D.  ) 

On  the  evening  appointed,  seventy  gentlemen,  with  their  guests,  met 
at  the  Pavilion,  and  partook  of  an  elegant,  tasteful  and  abundant  en- 
tertainment, at  which  Dr.  Jacob  Bigelow  presided,  assisted  by  Drs.  E. 
Reynolds,  E.  Hale  and  D.  H.  Storer.  The  cloth  having  been  removed, 
the  President  introduced  the  special  object  of  the  occasion  with  the 
following  appropriate  remarks  : — 

Gentlemen, — It  is  an  unusual  occurrence  for  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  in  any  city,  to  come  forth  by  a  spontaneous  impulse, 
to  pay  the  tribute  of  their  respect  to  individuals,  however  distinguished, 
of  their  own  fraternity.     The  present  occasion  affords  a  gratifying  test!- 
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tnonial  of  the  harmony  which  exists  among  the  physicians  of  our  own 
city,  as  well  as  of  the  elevated  character  and  high  worth  of  those  in 
whose  honor  we  have  assembled  this  evening. 

We  have  invited  two  of  the  members  of  our  profession  to  partake 
with  us  the  festivities  of  this  occasion,  not  because  they  are  our  seniors 
in  standing,  not  because  they  have  lived  and  labored  among  us  for  the 
third  part  of  a  century  ;  but  because  we  feel  ourselves  to  be  largely 
their  debtors,  for  the  improved  state  of  our  social  and  professional 
intercourse,  for  the  improved  condition  of  our  public  institutions,  and 
I'^or  the  advanced  state  of  medical  education  and  science  among  us. 

It  is  the  distinction  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  a  free,  friendly  and 
gentlemanly  intercourse  exists  among  the  regular  and  educated  members 
of  the  profession,  such  as  is  hardly  met  with  in  any  other  city  in  this 
country,  if,  indeed,  in  the  world.  That  this  harmonious  state  did  not 
always  exist,  some  of  us  are  old  enough  to  remember.  Tliat  it  now 
exists,  is  owing  mainly  to  the  Boston  Medical  Association,  an  institution 
originally  framed  and  perfected  out  of  dissimilar  and  discordant  mate- 
rials, in  a  great  n)easure  by  the  efforts  and  perseverance  of  those  who 
are  now  our  guests.  That  the  standard  of  medical  education  has  been 
kept  up  among  us,  and  that  practitioners  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth have  been  induced  to  seek  for  the  regular  and  honorable  distinc- 
tion of  being  members  of  a  society  formed  for  the  mutual  good,  is 
another  result,  to  which  their  labors  have  essentially  contributed.  That 
we  have  a  spacious  and  well-arranged  hospital,  in  which  the  knowledge 
of  disease  can  be  extended  and  the  subjects  of  it  relieved,  is  almost 
wholly  attributable  to  their  untiring  and  effectual  exertions.  These 
things,  gentlemen,  and  more,  do  we  owe  to  them.  If,  then,  any  one 
should  inquire  wliat  these  men  have  done  for  which  they  are  entitled  to 
our  grateful  remembrance,  now  and  ever,  1  would  answer  in  the  words 
of  the  epitaph  on  the  builder  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  "  If  you  seek 
for  a  monument,  look  around  you." 

And  first  in  order,  gentlemen,  I  would  say  to  him  who  is  the  senior  of 
our  guests,  that  we  welcome  his  presence  among  us  this  evening,  as  that 
of  an  old  and  familiar  friend,  to  whom  we  have  long  been  accustomed 
to  look  for  counsel  in  our  doubts,  and  support  in  our  perplexities.  None 
of  us  have  met  him  at  the  bed-side  of  sickness  and  not  felt  that  we 
were  instructed ;  none  of  us  have  gone  away  from  the  interview,  and  not 
thought  the  better  of  our  profession.  We  gladly  extend  the  hand  of 
congratulation  to  one,  to  whom,  while  others  have  conceded  much,  him- 
self has  assumed  nothing  ;  and  who,  with  an  eminence  and  influence 
rarely  attained  among  us,  has  been  always  courteous,  always  honorable, 
and  always  just  to  the  claims  of  others.  I  am  sure,  Gentlemen,  that 
you  will  all  unite  with  me  in  greeting — 

Our  excellent  and  distinguished  senior  guest — the  more  esteemed, 
that  he  has  been  the  longer  known — of  whom  and  in  whom  we  would 
make  no  change. 

After  the  hearty  applause,  which  marked  the  reception  of  the  senti- 
ment offered  by  the  chair,  had  in  some  degree  subsided,  Dr.  Jackson, 
evidently  suffering  from  indisposition  which  rendered  it  difficult  for  him  to 
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speak,  expressed  liis  acknowledgments  for  the  manner  in  which  liisname 
had  been  tnentioned.  Knowing  that  it  was  the  general  wish  of  the  pro- 
fession that  a  welcome  should  be  extended  to  his  respected  friend,  on 
his  safe  return,  he  felt  indebted  to  their  kindness  for  allowing  him  a 
share  in  the  compli(nentary  congratulation  :  though  he  regretted  that 
physical  inability  prevented  him  from  testifying  his  pleasure  more  satis- 
factorily. Dr.  Jackson  then  sketched  rapidly  the  profession  as  it  was 
at  the  date  of  his  entrance  upon  it — the  most  prominent  men  in  its 
ranks  at  that  time — the  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  the  modes  of 
practice,  professional  intercourse  and  acquirements.  He  believed  that 
in  all  essential  points,  the  profession  in  Boston  presented  an  enviable 
degree  of  professional  harmony  and  union,  and  proposed  the  following 
sentiment : 

The  Boston  Medical  Association — may  its  members  always  continue 
to  be  distinguished  by  mutual  forbearance,  respect  and  good  will. 

We  are  conscious  how  imperfect  the  details  of  a  report  must  of  ne- 
cessity be — but  the  very  meagreness  of  our  abstract  will  by  contrast 
recal  the  great  pleasure  occasioned  by  the  original.  To  no  part  of  the 
proceedings  will  this  remark  apply  so  forcibly  as  to  the  interchange  of 
courtesy  which  followed  the  annunciation  of  the  preceding  sentiment. 
It  was  thus  begun  by  Dr.  Reynolds,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents. 

"The  spontaneous  expression  of  good  feeling,  Mr.  President,  elicited 
by  the  well-deserved  compliment  to  our  senior  guest,  and  by  the  re- 
newed manifestation  of  the  personal  and  professional  kindnesses  we  have 
all  received  at  his  hands,  in  the  remarks  to  which  we  have  listened  with 
such  pleasurable  satisfaction,  were,  1  am  bound  to  say,  but  the  outpour- 
ing of  full  hearts  and  the  utterance  of  truth-speaking  lips  :  and,  looking 
onwards  as  years  and  generations  roll  away,  1  can  anticipate  none  when 
his  name  shall  cease  to  be  regarded  by  Boston  [)hysicians  with  respect 
and  affeciionate  recollection.  Whatever  of  courtesy,  or  kindness,  or 
brotherly  love,  we  have  towards  each  other — and  in  the  profession  of 
our  city  I  am  happy  to  say  there  is  much — you  have  truly  attributed 
mainly  to  his  example  and  exertions.  But  in  prolonging  the  grateful 
vibrations  of  the  chord  to  which  our  liearts  have  so  freely  responded,  I 
am  wandering  from  the  intention  with  which  I  arose.  It  was  to  call 
your  attention  to  another,  worthy  to  share  in  the  meed  of  honor  due 
those  who  contribute  to  the  advancement  and  improvement  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  I  need  not  name  him.  It  is  a  tifiie-honored  name — 
identified  with  the  cause  of  freedom  and  of  science.  It  was  borne  by  one 
who,  we  all  know  full  well,  in  the  ardor  of  his  devotion  to  liberty  gave 
his  life  when  life  was  at  its  highest  vvorih.  It  was  borne  by  another  as 
worthy  and  as  devoted — who  in  the  armies  of  his  country,  while  she 
needed  him,  rendered  his  utmost  aid,  and  relaxed  not  his  efforts  nor 
checked  his  zeal  when  called  to  labor  in  a  more  private  sphere.  As  the 
founder  of  the  medical  school,  and  for  years  a  successful  and  brilliant 
teacher,  we  owe  hinj  much  :  how  much,  they  alone  can  tell  who  re- 
member the  unmatched  felicity  with  which  he  communicated  knowledge. 
It  should  afford  us  gratification  that  to  such  u  man  there  has  succeeded 
ooe  able  to  sustain  and  add   to  the   reputation  ho  has  inherited,  willing 
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and  able  to  contribute  so  largely  to  the  great  cause  of  medical  improve- 
ment. To  his  efforts  we  are  indebted,  in  conjunction  with  his  respected 
colleague,  for  a  well-ordered  hospital,  where  the  student  can  learn  not 
only  by  the  lessons  of  others,  but  by  the  still  more  valuable  medium  of 
personal  observation  ;  and  where  the  older  practitioner,  whose  early  op- 
portunities of  gaining  knowledge  were  comparatively  stinted,  may  avail 
himself  of  all  the  improvements  developed  by  the  rapid  progress  of  modern 
science.  This  obligation  is  still  increasing,  and  the  professional  zeal 
which  created  it  is  still  urging  him  onwards  at  a  period  when  a  long 
course  of  unremitted  labor  would  seem  to  demand  relaxation,  if  not 
complete  repose  ;  a  zeal  which,  amid  the  allurements  of  foreign  lands, 
could  convert  a  tour  of  pleasure  into  an  occasion  of  common  pro6t  to 
us  all,  by  the  respect  gained  for  the  American  medical  profession,  by  the 
surgical  improvements  introduced  among  us,  by  the  beautiful  and  valua- 
ble preparations  which,  at  great  expense,  he  has  added  to  our  anatomical 
museum — a  collection  destined  to  remain  another  imperishable  monu- 
ment of  munificent  liberality,  public  spirit  and  professional  zeal. 

JVIr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  offer  you — 

Our  Junior  Guest — the  accomplished  anatomist,  the  able  teacher, 
the  distinguished  surgeon — combining  the  energy  of  youth  with  the 
experience  of  age.  On  his  return  among  us,  we  extend  to  him  a  cordial 
welcome." 

We  shall  not  attempt  even  an  outl'ine  of  Dr.  Warren's  reply.  Those 
who  heard  him  will  Igul^  remember  the  pleasure  with  which,  for  an  hour 
or  more,  they  listened  to  the  graphic  sketches  of  foreign  scenes  and  cha- 
racter, of  the  condition  of  science,  of  the  profession,  and  of  many  other 
objects  which  met  his  observing  eye  ;  and,  above  all,  they  will  recal 
with  pride  his  earnestly  ex|)ressed  conviction,  that  nowhere  in  all  Europe, 
or  all  America,  was  there  more  unity  of  purpose,  professional  honor,  and 
kindly  intercourse,  than  in  our  own  beloved  city  ;  a  conviction,  as  he 
remarked,  which,  though  he  had  received  much  kindness  and  many  at- 
tentions elsewhere,  was  founded  not  only  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
present  occasion,  but  also  upon  long-continued  previous  personal  expe- 
rience. It  was  a  tribute  the  tnore  valued,  that  it  was  unreservedly  paid 
by  one  fresh  from  the  fascinating  influences  of  foreign  travel — and,  we 
may  also  say,  from  the  consciousness  that  it  was  so  truly  merited. 
After  repeatedly  yielding  to  the  unanimous  calls  to  proceed,  which  his 
fears  of  trespassing  upon  the  patience  of  his  auditors  called  forth.  Dr. 
Warren  concluded  with  the  following  sentiment,  in  which  is  embodied  a 
whole  code  of  medical  ethics. 

Our  Profession. — Justice  to  our  patients — good  will  towards  each 
other. 

Dr.  Warren  having  resumed  his  seat,  Dr.  Storer  addressed  the  chair. 
"  Meeting  as  we  do  this  day,  Sir  (he  remarked),  to  offer  a  willing  tribute 
of  respect  and  esteem  to  our  distinguished  associates,  some  of  the  re- 
mote causes  which  have  tended  to  produce  this  unity  of  purpose,  natu- 
rally present  themselves  to  the  mind.  It  would  be  an  extremely  grati- 
fying duty  to  review  the  past,  and  to  dwell  upon  those  incidents  which, 
connected,  have  associated  us  so  closely  together — which  urge  us  to  ad- 
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vance  the  prospects,  to  sustain  the  reputation,  and  to  rejoice  at  the  suc- 
cess of  each  other.  This  duty,  however,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  per- 
form, but  would  merely  revert  to  that  link  in  the  chain  which,  to  me, 
appears  to  have  been  the  strongest — to  which,  more  than  to  any  other, 
we  can  look,  as  a  profession,  for  our  present  enviable  condition,  and  beg 
leave  to  offer — 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society; — for  more  than  half  a  century  it 
has  exerted  an  incalculable  influence  upon  professional  education  and 
professional  character.  It  will  continue  to  he  what  it  ever  has  been,  so 
long  as  it  can  claim  the  services  of  such  men  as  its  present  enlightened, 
munificent  and  respected  President." 

Dr.  Shattuck,  President  of  the  Society,  briefly  and  happily  acknow- 
ledged the  compliment.  We  regret  having  no  notes  of  his  very  appro- 
priate remarks  and  toast. 

It  was  a  striking  peculiarity  of  the  meeting  that  it  was  composed  of 
middle-aged  and  young  men  ;  and  the  peculiarity  marks  the  profession 
in  this  city.  There  is  not,  we  believe,  a  septuagenarian  on  the  cata- 
logue of  the  Association.  A  very  large  proportion  of  its  members  was 
unborn  at  the  period  when  those  who  were  now  their  honored  guests 
entered  upon  their  professional  career  ;  and  we  could  not  but  be  struck, 
while  looking  around,  by  the  remarkable  disproportion  between  the 
raven  and  the  silver  hair.  It  was  probably  the  same  remark  that  elicited 
the  prelude  to  a  toast  by  Dr.  Hale.  He  concurred  entirely  in  all  that 
had  been  said  by  his  friends  who  Ijad  preceded  him.  He  rejoiced,  how- 
ever, that  in  doing  justice  to  the  merits  of  our  elders  in  the  profession, 
we  were  not  obliged  to  exclaim — "  We  ne'er  shall  look  upon  their  like 
again."  He  could  not,  indeed,  look  about  him  without  feeling  assured 
that  there  never  will  be  wanting  a  body  of  men  well  fitted  to  carry  for- 
ward the  institutions  we  have  received  from  our  predecessors,  and  to 
maintain  and  increase  the  respectability  and  usefulness  of  our  profession. 

He  did  not  intend,  in  these  remarks,  to  pass  over  the  occasion  which 
brought  us  together.  If  the  Roman  matron  might  proudly  point  to  her 
children  as  her  brightest  jewels,  the  teachers  of  medicine  niig4)t,  with 
no  less  propriety,  refer  to  their  pupils,  especially  to  the  pupils  of  their 
maturer  years,  as  the  fittest  exhibition  of  the  character  of  their  instruc- 
tions, the  influence  of  their  example,  and  the  tendency  of  the  institu- 
tions which  they  have  cherished.  And  where.  Sir,  can  such  an  appeal 
be  found  to  yield  a  more  flattering  testimony  than  is  presented  by  the 
younger  part  of  this  community  of  physicians.  Passing  by  those  to 
whom  a  sprinkling  of  gray  hairs  gives  unwelcome  admonition  o'  advanc- 
ing years,  we  behold  a  body  of  young  men  devoted  to  the  pursuit  of 
medical  knowledge,  with  a  zeal  and  energy,  and  at  the  same  lime  with  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and  concert,  alike  honorable  to  themselves,  and  to 
those,  whoever  they  may  be,  from  whom  this  spirit  has  been  transmitted. 
The  cultivation  of  science  has  produced  its  legitimate  effects  by  banish- 
ing discord  and  increasing  mutual  confidence  and  good  fellowship.  It 
need  not  be  said,  that  while  such  continue  to  be  the  leading  objects  of 
pursuit,  while  professional  merit  is  regarded  as  the  chief  n)eans  of  pro- 
fessional distinction,  our  profession  will  not  fail  to  secure  its  full  share  of 
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favor.  He  would  conclude  the  remarks  which  had  extended  beyond  his 
design,  by  proposing — 

The  Young  Men  of  the  Profession. — Their  zeal  and  industry,  with 
their  liberal  sentiments  and  good  fellowship,  shall  make  ihem  wiser  than 
their  teachers — may  their  success  be  as  signal. 

Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes  responded  to  this  sentiment,  on  behalf  of  his 
junior  brethren. 

Dr.  Holmes  remarked  that  he  was  receiving  hints,  both  audible  and 
sensible,  to  reply  to  the  sentiment  of  Dr.  Hale.  That  sentiment  must 
be  indeed  grateful  to  the  younger  members  of  the  profession,  of  whom  he 
for  the  moment  stood  as  the  unworthy  representative,  for  the  distinction 
between  age  and  youth  had  been  no  where  more  rigidly  enforced  than 
among  medical  men,  from  the  remotest  times.  The  reverend  attributes 
of  age  had  been  considered  alike  essential  to  the  bard  and  to  the  physi- 
cian ;  the  white  beard  descending  upon  their  bosoms,  and  the  hoary 
locks  that 

"  Streamed  like  a  meteor  to  the  troubled  air," 

being  amons:  the  most  indispensable  qualifications  for  their  calling.  It 
was  perhajjs  well  that  more  recent  times  had  relaxed  somewhat  in  their 
exactions  upon  this  point ;  the  academies  and  colleges  of  London  and 
Paris,  indeed  of  all  the  niore  important  scientific  centres,  being  dis- 
posed to  welcome  all  who  dare  enter  the  lists  of  knowledge,  at  whatever 
age,  and  the  publishers  of  Blackwood's  and  Bentley's  showing  a  similar 
indifference  to  the  epoch  of  existence  at  which  their  first-rate  articles  are 
written. 

Still  it  is  too  often  true,  even  now,  that  the  young  man  is  allowed  to 
becomie  gray  in  his  profession  before  he  is  considered  to  have  arrived  at 
the  adult  age.  Like  some  of  our  great  vessels  in  the  navy  yard,  after  infi- 
nite time  and  labor  have  been  expended  in  fitting  him  for  action,  he  is 
left  idle  upon  the  stocks,  until  his  seams  are  all  gaping,  and  he  would 
hardly  be  found  seaworthy  if  he  were  launched.  And  therefore  we, 
who  are  coming  forward  and  asking  ardently  for  our  places  to  fill  and  our 
duties  to  perform  while  the  strength  and  the  freshness  of  the  niorning  is 
upon  us,  would  welcome  with  delight  the  growth  and  the  expression  of 
that  cordial  feeling  which  tends  to  unite  all  ages  in  the  pursuit  of  a  com- 
mon end.  It  might,  perhaps,  become  our  years  to  shrink  with  maiden 
modesty  from  the  sentiment  just  conveyed  ;  to  fold  our  arms  upon  our 
breasts  like  ingenuous  adolescents,  and  receive  the  honorable  notice  of 
our  elders  in  silence.  But  as  it  not  merely  conveys  a  feeling,  but  also 
contains  a  principle,  we  would  rather  meet  it  with  open  hand  and  accept 
the  tribute  which  it  offers;  not  so  much  as  individuals  forming  the 
younger  section  in  a  little  medical  republic,  almost  unrivalled  for  the  har- 
mony which  pervades  all  its  divisions,  as  because  in  the  great  common- 
wealth of  science  there  is  no  real  distinction  depending  on  outward 
shapes  and  symbols. 

Dr.  Holmes  then  gave  the  following  sentiment  : — 

The  age  of  the  followers  of  truth  ;  to  be  estimated  not  like  that  of 
the  rockS;  by  the  gray  moss  at  its  summit  or  the  crumbling  fragments 
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at  its  base,  but  like  that  of  the  oak,  by  the  ever-expanding  and  multi- 
plying circles  of  intellectual  growth  and  development. 

Dr.  Peirson,  of  Salem,  was  next  called  out  by  an  exceedingly  neat 
and  pointed  toast  from  the  chair. 

Following  him  Drs.  Ware  and  Channing  made  appropriate  replies 
to  the  sentiments  announced  by  the  President,  of  which  we  are  sorry  to 
have  no  record. 

On  a  requisition  from  the  President,  Dr.  Storer  gave 

The  Medical  School  of  Maine — most  fortunate  in  possessing  a 
Joseph  able  to  interpret  all  the  mysteries  which  may  be  referred  to  him. 

Dr.  Roby  acknowledged,  in  a  few  words,  the  compliment,  in  behalf  of 
the  institution  with  which  he  is  connected. 

The  gratification  of  the  company  was  not  a  little  increased  by  several 
glees  and  songs  from  different  gentlemen,  among  which  two  original 
songs  by  Dr.  Holmes  were  pre-eminently  applauded;  one  of  which  gave 
rise  to  the  following  remarks  by  the  Chairman,  who  observed  that  the 
pleasure  we  have  derived  from  the  song  we  have  just  heard  is  in  some 
measure  qualified  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  a  literary  institution  in 
a  neighboring  State  had  been  forming  plans  to  abduct  its  author  from 
among  us.  Dartmouth  College,  if  1  am  rightly  informed,  is  an  institu- 
tion originally  founded  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  Indians.  I  have 
not  been  told  how  far  its  venerable  founders  succeeded  in  their  laudable 
efforts  for  inducing  the  natives  of  the  forest  to  attend  to  the  study  of 
the  dead  languages,  as  a  substitute  for  the  pleasure  of  scalping  their 
dead  enemies.  At  any  rate,  we  have  good  reason  for  believing  that 
the  State  of  ]\ew  Hampshire  is  now  in  a  much  more  civilized  condition 
than  before  the  foundation  of  Dartmouth  College.  But  while  the  su- 
perintendents of  that  seminary  have  conferred  so  many  benefits  on  the 
aborigines,  they  have  themselves  imbibed  so  much  of  the  true  aborigi- 
nal taste,  as  to  have  become  ambitious  of  placing  a  feather  in  their  caps 
obtained  from  one  of  our  most  brilliant  songsters.  We  trust  that  the 
separation  may  be  but  for  a  season,  and  in  the  meantime  we  will  join 
in  a  toast  to  the  honor  of 

Dartmouth  College. — She  has  persuaded  distinguished  chiefs  to  lay 
down  the  scalping  knife,  and  distinguished  physicians  lo  take  up  the 
scalpel. 

Dr.  Holmes  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  President  had  very  kindly 
remembered  one  of  the  scholars  who  had  become  a  teacher:  he  would 
propose 

The  Teachers,  who  should  always  remain  scholars  ;  in  exchanging 
the  bench  for  the  chair,  let  them  beware  lest  they  make  its  back  too 
high,  its  seat  too  soft,  its  arms  loo  ample  ;  remembering  that  it  is  belter 
to  listen  well  from  a  pine  plank,  than  to  teach  ill  from  a  velvet  cushion. 

But  we  are  reminded  that  this  sketch  is  exceeding  its  proposed  di- 
mensions; and  that  as  it  extends,  its  incompleteness  becomes  more 
visible.  Checking  all  farther  effort  at  recollection,  we  finish  with  a 
single  sentiment,  which  points  out  the  source  from  which  all  the  pleasure 
of  tlie  occasion  sprung  : — 

"  That  peculiaiity  which  distinguishes  the  physicians  of  Boston  from 
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lliose  of  every  other  city  ;  which  upon  all  matters  of  vital  importance, 
whether  relating  to  their  own  institutions  or  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, unites  them  as  one  man  :  mutual  respect — mutual  confidence — 
harmony  of  principle.^' 


CASE   OF   WORMS. 

BY     PHINEAS     SPALDING,     M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  S.,  after  having  heen  treated  three  years  for  dyspepsia,  liver  com- 
plaint, hysteria,  spinal  irritation  and  leucorrhoea,  came  under  my  care 
Nov.  3d,  1826,  with  the  following  symptoms.  Great  dehility,  barely 
able  to  walk  about  ;  emaciation  ;  skin  dry,  with  frequently  a  red  spot 
upon  one  or  both  cheeks;  countenance  generally  pale;  upper  lip  con- 
siderably swollen  ;  tongue  slightly  coated,  edges  red  ;  gums  soft  and 
spongy  ;  breath  offensive  ;  a  slight  cough,  but  no  expectoration  ;  appe- 
tite irregular,  at  limes  quite  craving  ;  bowels  tumefied,  generally  costive  ; 
dejections  bilious,  at  times  clay  colored,  and  the  faeces  occasionally  were 
improperly  digested. 

There  was  painful  menstruation,  with  a  constant  leucorrhoea,  mostly 
of  the  milky  character.  Urine  was  high  colored,  dark  and  scanty,  at 
times  large  quantities  and  perfectly  colorless.  Pain  in  the  head,  back 
and  limbs,  alternately  ;  spine  tender  its  whole  length,  but  very  much  so 
over  the  lower  dorsal  vertebra.  Pulse  feeble,  very  easily  compressed, 
and  not  accelerated  ;  nervous  system  very  excitable,  and  a  fixed  appre- 
hension that  no  remedies  could  be  adapted  to  her  case.  She  had  been 
bled,  cupped,  blistered,  physicked,  had  caustic  issues  to  the  spine,  used 
female  injections,  and,  in  short,  almost  exhausted  the  materia  medica  for 
remedies,  to  no  purpose. 

After  taking  into  consideration  the  whole  history  of  the  case,  1  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  worms  might  be  the  exciting  cause  of  all  her 
difficulties.  Gave  her  one  and  a  half  ounce  of  the  spirits  of  turpentine, 
followed  the  next  day  with  a  large  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap,  which 
brought  away  more  than  one  hundred  lumbrici,  after  which  she  took 
large  doses  of  Caroline  pink,  followed  by  an  infusion  of  senna  and  sul- 
phate of  magnesia,  with  occasionally  the  extract  of  butternut.  In  the 
course  of  three  weeks  about  as  many  more  were  discharged,  some  of 
which  were  enormously  large  for  this  variety  of  worms.  Her  unplea- 
sant symptoms  immediately  abated,  and  in  a  few  weeks  she  resumed 
her  ordinary  labors,  considering  herself  quite  well,  until  xNJarch  last,  when 
she  took  a  violent  cold  and  had  a  most  severe  cough,  with  some  fever 
and  much  stricture  upon  the  lungs,  but  no  pain  or  soreness  about  the 
chest.  She  had  had  a  leucorrlioea  for  some  weeks,  and  the  spine  had 
become  somewhat  tender  on  pressure. 

After  being  bled  a  few  times,  applying  a  blister  to  the  chest,  and 
other  remedies  commonly  used  in  diseases  of  the  lungs,  her  fever  abated 
and  breathing  became  easy,  but  the  cough  continued  unabated,  and  was 


302  The  Complimentary  Dinner. 

but  very  liille  affected  by  wliat  had  been  done.  Presunning  that  worms 
might  have  a  controlling  influence,  she  resorted  to  her  former  course, 
took  spirits  of  turpentine,  culoinel,  Caroline  pink  and  senna,  as  before, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  dischari^ed  over  one  hundred  very  large  lumbrici, 
after  which  her  cough  immediately  abated,  bowels  becaine  regular,  leu- 
corrhoBii  ceased,  and  she  has  since  remained  perfectly  well. 

There  appears  to  be  in  her  constitution  a  peculiar  disposition  for  the 
generation  of  worms,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  will  collect 
again.  In  children  this  is  a  common  occurrence  ;  but  in  adults,  worms 
in  the  alimentary  canal  are  rare,  and  when  once  removed  the  patient  is 
generally  ever  after  free  from  them. 

This  case  throws  some  light  upon  what  is  commonly  denominated  spi- 
nal irritation.  It  has  been  considered  by  some  writers,  and  many  good 
physicians,  that  this  disease  arises  from  irritation  at  the  origin  of  the 
nerves  of  the  spine,  transmitted  to  the  several  organs  to  which  they  are 
distributed,  exciting  in  them  all  the  symptoms  of  idiopathic  disease. 
However  true  this  may  be  in  certain  instances,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  irritation  is  in  the  nmcous  mem- 
brane, transmitted  by  direct  sympathy  to  the  spinal  tnarrow  and  origin 
of  the  nerves.  The  little  success  in  the  treatment  of  so  many  cases  of 
neuralgia  is  probably  owing  to  inattention  to  the  digestive  organs,  and 
not  discriminating  between  those  cases  which  depend  upon  derangement 
of  the  nervous  trunks  and  spinal  marrow,  and  those  which  result  from 
continuous  sympathy,  kept  up  in  a  great  measure  by  irritating  causes 
operating  upon  the  delicate  and  susceptible  tissue  of  the  alimentary 
canal.  We  also  see  illustrated  very  clearly  the  intimate  relation  one 
portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  has  with  the  others.  The  cough,  leu- 
corrhoea,  strangury,  irregular  urine  in  quantity  and  quality,  without 
doubt  arose  from  the  irritation  produced  by  the  worms. 

Irritation  in  the  bowels  not  only  manifests  itself  by  deranging  the  or- 
gans directly  alTected,  but  hequently  excites  in  parts  far  remote  a  sym- 
pathetic action,  which  is  often  mistaken  for  the  primary  disease.  This 
is  peculiarly  the  case  in  many  cutaneous  affections. 

Boston,  Nov.  29th,  1838. 
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THE   COMPLIMENTARY  DINNER. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  the  body  of  the  Journal  for  an  account  of  the 
recent  professiotinl  dinner.  We  should  hardly  have  ventured  to  publish 
it  at  this  lato  date,  bad  we  not  committed  ourselves  by  an  express  pro- 
mise to  that  efft^ct  ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  strong  desire  expressed  by 
some  of  our  friends  that  some  notice  should  be  taken  of  the  event.  We 
may  add  to  these  inducements  a  wish  to   meet  the  soeera  and  doubts 
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thrown  out  in  some  quarters  (not  in  our  own  city),  as  to  the  spirit  in 
which  the  occasion  originated  and  was  conducted.  We  can  assure  all 
who  have  need  of  such  assurance,  that  the  feehnps  manifested  were  but 
the  same  feehngs  which  regulate  the  every-day  intercourse  of  the  physi- 
cians of  Boston — whose  rules  of  duty  and  honor  are  universally  recog- 
nized and  reverenced.  We  have  been  governed  for  thirly-two  years  by 
a  liberal  and  just  code  of  professional  law,  and  are  now  reaping  its 
benefits  ;  benefits  which  include  a  degree  of  harmony,  of  forbearance, 
of  good  will,  of  charity  and  conciliation,  which  no  other  similar  body  can 
at  present  claim,  but  which  all  may  earn  who  choose  to  be  guided  by 
our  motto — "  sustine  et  abstine." 


Filling  Decayed  Teeth. — Can  a  solvent  be  found  for  some  hard  sub- 
stance, like  quartz,  for  example,  which,  when  introduced  into  a  hollow 
tooth,  will  speedily  harden,  by  the  evaporation  of  the  fluid  which  held  it 
in  solution  ?  For  a  chemical  discovery  of  this  kind,  which  shall  meet 
the  approbation  of  a  committee  of  respectable,  scientific  dentists,  either 
in  Boston,  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  frona 
the  time  the  preparation  is  first  used  on  a  carious  tooth,  completely  re- 
storing it  to  primitive  usefulness,  the  editor  of  this  Journal  is  authorized 
to  present  the  discoverer  with  three  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  and  a  highly 
finished  copy  of  Ree''s  Cyclopedia,  injorty  quarto  volumes — provided  the 
method  is  faithfully  explained,  and  all  right  and  title  to  it  is  relinquished 
to  the  gentleman  offering  the  premium,  to  be  made  public  for  the  general 
benefit  of  society,  or  not,  according  to  his  own  option. 


Artificial  Mineral  Teeth. — Dr.  Tucker,  an  operative  dentist  of  this 
city,  who  has  long  been  associated  with  Dr.  Harwood,  the  ingenious  con- 
structor of  a  mineral  nose,  of  which  so  much  notice  was  taken  about  a 
year  ago,  has  made  an  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of  artificial 
mineral  teeth,  which  is  very  deserving  of  notoriety.  In  those  cases  in 
which  an  entire  set  for  the  jaw  is  required,  the  teeth  are  made  in  blocks 
of  two  or  three  together,  with  a  most  perfect  imitation  of  the  gum. 
These  are  fitted  by  a  broad  base  on  a  grooved  plate  of  gold,  in  a  way 
to  be  much  firmer  and  more  serviceable  than  by  any  method  now  gene- 
rally pursued.  The  imitation  is  complete,  and  bears  close  examination. 
Another  advantage  over  the  ordinary  process  of  fastening  the  teeth  to 
the  plate  by  perpendicular  pivots,  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  having 
them  riveted  horizontally  within  the  groove,  which  wholly  prevents  them 
from  becoming  loose  or  being  forced  from  their  place  in  mastication. 
W^e  were  present,  the  other  day,  when  a  lady,  utterly  toothless,  had  a 
double  set,  about  thirty  in  number,  embracing  both  the  front  and  grinding 
teeth,  beautifully  wrought  on  this  new  plan,  first  introduced  into  the 
mouth.  Never  did  we  witness  a  more  striking  metamorphosis — from 
hollow  cheeks,  retreating  lips  and  shortened  face,  the  index  of  age,  the 
entire  expression  was  instantaneously  changed  to  the  fulness  of  youth. 
The  lady  laughed,  as  well  she  might,  exhibiting  such  pearly  rows  as 
Cadmus  would  select,  were  he  to  sow  a  second  crop.  So  perfect  were 
they,  both  as  it  regarded  the  appearance  and  functions  of  the  new  organs, 
that  no  person  unacquainted  with  the  circumstance  would  ever  suspect 
them  to  be  the  handywork  of  art. 
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Dr.  Hosack's  Lectures. — Some  pretty  severe  remarks  have  been  made 
in  conversational  circles  on  the  volume  recently  sent  forth  by  the  Rev, 
Dr.  Ducachet.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  compiler  labored 
under  many  disadvanta^^es,  and  expressly  tells  the  reader  in  the  preface, 
"  that  he  must  have  heard  and  seen  the  man,  to  understand  what  he  was 
in  the  lecture  room."  No  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  write  it  out 
of  being  here,  and  we  trust  it  will  not  be  the  case  anywhere.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  pleasant  work,  alwavs  instructive,  and  a  thousand  times  superior 
to  the  cargoes  of  medical  trash  which  have  been  elaborated  since  the 
death  of  the  lamented  author.  Before  condemning  it,  it  is  advisable  to 
give  it  a  reading  ;  and  let  those  who  can  do  better,  throw  the  first  stone. 


Dr.  Motion  on  American  Skulls. — A  second  series  of  specimen  plates 
were  received  from  Philadelphia,  the  last  week,  which  show  both  the 
fidelity  of  the  artist  in  copying  from  nature,  and  the  success  of  the  litho- 
graphic press  in  that  city.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  author  to  have 
completed  the  illustrations,  and  placed  the  volume  in  a  finished  condition 
in  the  hands  of  subscribers,  about  this  time  ;  but  owing  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  procuring  proper  assistance  to  accomplish  the  drawings  within 
the  period  originally  proposed,  and  being  unwilling  to  send  forth  a  great 
national  monument  of  individual  research,  imperfectly  executed,  he  has 
concluded  to  defer  the  publication  till  next  July.  This  is  judicious  in 
Dr.  Morton  \  he  had  better  take  to  himself  another  entire  year  than 
force  it  through  the  press  in  an  unfinished  condition.  The  ground  is 
emphatically  his  own;  and, what  is  still  better,  there  is  no  fear  of  a  com- 
petitor, if  the  production  in  the  sequel  actually  meets  his  own  ap[)roba- 
tion  : — when  he  is  satisfied  with  his  own  labor,  the  public  will  be  also. 


Hospital  Operations. — The  inquiry  is  frequently  made,  why  the  jour- 
nals do  not  make  more  frequent  observations  upon  hospital  practice  in 
the  great  cities  ?  In  the  first  place,  it  is  literally  impossible  to  collect 
the  details  of  all  the  operations  ;  and  moreover  it  would  not  always  prove 
so  instructive  as  imagined,  even  were  it  perfectly  easy  to  obtain  the  ne- 
cessary information.  Hospital,  like  private  practice,  is  characterized  by 
periods  of  repose,  in  which  there  are  no  striking  cases — nothing  of 
marked  interest  to  the  general  reader.  Whenever  there  are  extra- 
ordinary events,  anything  out  of  the  common  course,  which  promises  to 
be  of  utility  to  others  in  the  way  of  precedent  or  authority,  so  far  as  we 
are  individually  concerned,  no  pains  are  spared  in  collecting  every  jot 
and  tittle  of  the  matter.  Again,  all  professional  men  are  not  operative 
surgeons,  nor  do  they  so  delight  in  vivid  accounts  of  compound  fractures, 
skilfully  amputated  limbs,  or  long  descriptions  of  the  topography  of  tu- 
mors weighing  forty  pounds,  as  to  eschew  all  other  kinds  of  medical 
reading.  In  a  word,  all  tastes  are  to  be  gratified,  but  none  should  be 
surfeited. 

A  Missionarij  Physician. — In  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  Dr. 
Grant,  often  referred  to  in  this  Journal,  he  has  been  obliged  to  leave  the 
City  of  Ooroomiah,  in  Persia,  and  will  establish  himself  hereafter  among 
the  Nestorians,  on  the  western  side  of  the  Koordish  mountains,  in  Meso- 
potamia.    The  Commissioners   for  Foreign  Missions,  therefore,  wish  to 
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procure  a  physician  to  take  the  place  of  Dr.  Grant,  the  ensuing  spring, 
A  medical  man,  of  suitable  qualifications,  desirous  of  travelling  over  one 
of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  old  world,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Foreign  Missionary  Society,  would,  perhaps,  never  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity. He  should  possess  good  health,  good  address,  great  prudence, 
an  aptitude  for  giving  instruction,  be  well  acquainted  with  his  profession, 
and,  lastly,  says  the  Herald,  of  "  devoted  piety."  A  physician  is  also 
wanted,  by  the  same  board,  for  a  mission  in  Syria.  Letters  from  appli- 
cants should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F,  M., 
Missionary  Rooms,  No.  28  Cornhill,  Boston. 


Osteo- Sarcoma. — A  pamphlet  of  eight  pages,  entitled  "  A  Case  of 
Osteo-Sarcoma,  with  remarks  addressed  to  Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  by 
Dr.  E.  H.  Dixon,''  has  reached  us — which  goes  on  to  say  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  nervo-sanguineous  temperament,  three  years  ago,  fell 
through  a  trap  door  and  alighted  astride  a  beam,  six  or  eight  feet  below. 
A  tumor  was  developed  in  consequence,  under  the  superior  attachment 
of  the  gracilis  muscles  of  the  right  side.  The  patient  was  subjected  to 
the  Homoeopathic  treatment  till  he  was  weary  of  doing  nothing,  and  finally, 
on  the  16th  of  October,  had  it  removed  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Rodgers,  between 
the  hours  of  11  and  1 — in  presence  of  the  author,  it  is  presumed. 
Whether  the  man  lived  or  not,  the  pamphleteer  forgot  to  mention — so 
that  the  atmosphere  of  the  report  is  too  murky  for  us  here  at  the  North. 
On  the  whole,  we  do  not  distinctly  understand  the  object  of  this  mode  of 
drawing  up  a  case,  unless  it  be  to  notify  the  good  citizens  of  New  York 
that  the  author  resides  at  No.  13  Mercer  Street. 


Westminster  Hospital. — Sir  Anthony  Carlisle,  the  senior  surgeon  of  the 
Westminster  Hospital,  has  made  a  gross  blunder  in  certifying  to  the  de- 
cided insanity  of  one  Thomas  Holmes,  whom  he  recommended  the 
governors  of  the  institution  to  have  removed  to  a  lunatic  asylum,  when, 
in  fact,  the  patient,  who  entered  in  consequence  of  a  severe  injury  of 
the  wrist,  had  nothing  more  or  less  than  delirium  tremens.  The  certi- 
ficates of  two  medical  men,  in  England,  will  deprive  any  one  of  her 
majesty's  subjects  of  liberty,  tear  him  from  his  own  fireside,  and  consign 
him  to  the  society  of  madmen,  a  straight  jacket,  and  the  control  of  a 
keeper  of  a  lunatic  prison.  A  physician  cannot  be  too  careful  in  giving 
an  opinion  upon  a  subject  so  delicate  as  that  of  deciding  upon  the  sanity 
or  insanity  of  an  individual  with  whose  history  he  has  not  been  long  and 
familiarly  conversant. 


Bad  Effect  of  the  Reflection  of  Strong  Light  upon  the  Eye.  —  Case.  A 
lady  from  the  country,  coming  to  reside  in  St.  James's  Square,  was 
afflicted  with  pain  in  the  eyes,  and  a  decay  of  sight.  She  could  not 
look  upon  the  stones  when  the  sun  shone  upon  them,  without  great  pain. 
Her  eyes,  which  had  been  accustomed  to  the  verdure  of  the  country  and 
the  green  of  the  pasture  grounds  before  her  house,  could  not  bear  the 
violent  and  unnatural  glare  of  light  reflected  from  the  pavement  of  the 
streets.  She  was  advised  to  place  a  number  of  green  plants  in  the  win- 
dows, so  that  their  tops  might  hide  the  pavement.  She  recovered  by 
this  simple  change  in  the  light,  without  the  assistance  of  any  medicine,, 
though  the  eyes  before  were  on  the  verge  of  blindness. 
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Puzzling  Differences  in  Results. — The  following  fact  manifests  the  care 
which  is  required  in  conducting  scientific  investigations,  and  the  caution 
with  which  peremptory  opinions  should  be  pronounced  in  the  early  stages 
of  an  inquiry.  Caoutchouc,  or  '*  Indian  rubber,"  cannot  be  dissolved 
either  in  water,  alcohol,  any  acid,  or  any  alkali,  but  it  is  soluble  in  ether. 
Macquer,  in  1767,  pointed  out  this  latter  fact,  which  Beriiiard  afterwards 
attetnpted  to  put  to  the  test,  subsequently  declaring  that  Macquer  had 
erred,  for  that  caoutchouc  was  scarcely  soluble  at  all  in  sulphuric  ether 
(which  .Macquer  had  used),  and  that  even  nitric  ether  did  not  perfectly 
dissolve  it.  This  ditierence  of  announcement  was  singular,  each  che- 
mist being  remarkable  for  powers  of  observation  and  a  character  for  ac- 
curacy, and  his  acquaintance  with  the  subject  examined.  But  JNlr.  Ca- 
vallo  discovered  that  the  truth  apparently  belonged  to  both  ;  that  iNIac- 
quer  was  quite  right,  while  Berniard  was  not  wholly  wrong.  He  found 
that  ether,  when  newly  prepared,  se\dom  or  never  dissolved  caoutchouc 
completely,  but  that  if  the  ether  was  first  washed  in  water  it  dissolved 
caoutchouc  with  facility.  The  washing  of  ether,  says  Dr.  Thomson  in 
his  "  Chemistry  of  Organic  Bodies,"  de[)rives  it  of  a  little  alcohol,  with 
whicli  it  is  often  impregnated,  and  adds  to  it  a  tenth  of  water.  Alcohol 
will  precipitate  caoutchouc  from  this  solution.  —I.ondon  Lancet. 


Abdominal  Inflammation  during  Pregnancy. — Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Aspa- 
tria,  informs  us,  that  since  his  recent  communication  was  made  to  the 
Lancet,  in  which  he  pointed  out  the  advaCltage  and  utility  of  employing 
mercury,  and  the  safety  of  administering  cathartics  in  abdominal  inflam- 
mation occurring  during  pregnancy,  he  has  treated  a  similar  case  in  a 
woman  not  pregnant,  where  tlie  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowels  was  irn 
volved,  and  the  disease  yielded  to  copious  depletion,  fomentations,  warm 
oily  enemata,  and  a  combination  of  calomel,  opium  and  ipecac,  in  small 
doses,  frequently  repeated.  The  disease  quickly  subsided  after  the 
mouth  became  affected  with  the  mercury,  and  the  woman  has  quite 
recovered. — Ibid. 


JYew  Tincture. — The  absence  of  education  among  many  of  the  dis- 
pensing chemists  frequently  leads  to  awful  mistakes.  It  is  not  of  so 
much  consequence  when  jalap  is  simply  mistaken  for  rhubarb,  but  when 
laudanum  is  replaced  for  syrup  of  poppies,  or  stavesacre  sold  for  jalap, 
and  oxalic  acid  for  Epsom  salts,  the  error  is  more  momentous.  Some- 
times the  blunder  is  only  laughable.  A  "  chemist  "  had  lately  a  pre- 
scription to  prepare,  in  which,  after  a  certain  infusion  was  ordered,  there 
came  the  words,  "  Tmcturu)  ejusdcin."  But  he  happened  not  to  have  a 
morsel  of  "  Kjusdein  "  in  the  house,  cither  in  tincture,  powder  or  infu- 
sion, though  Ins  shop  was  filled  with  bottles  and  drawers,  and  fitted  up  as 
fine  as  a  gin  palace,  lie  therefore  promptly  sent  to  Messrs.  Godfrey  St 
Cooke,  for  a  small  quantity  of  "  Tincturaj  Ejusdem,"  not  doubting  that 
every  tincture  in  the  world  was  to  bo  had  there,  whether  ''that  samCy" 
as  Pat  would  say,  or  some  other. — Ibid. 


Lillwtrily  in  a   Child. — It  has  been   asserted   upon  high   surgical    au- 
thority in  this  country,  that  the  operation  of  lithotrity  is  not  applicable  to 
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cases  of  urinary  calculus  occurring   in  the   child.     The    experience    of 
some  of  the  French  surgeons  is  completely  op[)Osed  to  this  doctrine. 

M.  Segalas  lately  presented  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine  a 
boy  nearly  five  years  of  age,  whom  he  had  operated  on  with  success  for 
vesical  calculus.  This  child  was  weakly  and  affected  with  rickets,  and 
did  not  appear  to  be  more  than  two  and  a  half,  or  three  years  of  age. 
He  was  the  oldest  child  amongst  ten,  upon  whom  M.  Segalas  had,  as 
yet,  operated.  The  calculus,  in  this  case,  was  a  large  one,  being  an 
inch  and  a  quarter  in  diameter.  Twelve  sittings  were  required  to  break 
it  up,  and  on  three  different  occasions  fragments  of  the  stone  became 
arrested  in  the  bladder.  Notwithstanding  these  unfavorable  circum- 
stances, the  boy  was  completely  cured,  and  in  the  interval  of  the  sittings 
was  able  to  run  about  and  play  with  his  companions.  On  the  whole,  M. 
Segalas  declares,  as  the  result  of  his  experience,  that  whenever  the  in- 
strument can  penetrate  to  the  foreign  body,  the  operation  of  lithotrity, 
like  that  of  lithotomy,  presents  the  more  chance  of  success  in  proportion 
to  the  youth  of  the  patient.  —  Gazette  Med.  de  Paris. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Smallpox  is  rife  in  Halifax  and  Henry  Counties, 
Virginia. — Dr.  S.  Forry,  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  3d  Regiment,  has 
accompanied  the  troops  to  Florida. — There  is  a  child  in  the  town  of 
Scituate,  Mass.,  between  10  and  12  years  of  age,  who  was  born  without 
either  legs  or  arms,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  little  member  resem- 
bling a  part  of  a  finger,  with  the  first  joint,  on  the  left  shoulder,  with 
which  it  can  open  a  box  or  pick  up  a  cent.  He  rolls  himself  about  like 
a  ball,  with  facility  ;  has  a  good  countenance,  good  health,  and  an  intel- 
ligent mind,  constantly  improving  at  school. — It  is  mentioned  in  Eliot's 
Travels,  that  when  a  person  in  Poland  is  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  a  minute 
examination  is  made,  after  a  day  or  two,  for  certain  light,  small,  red  pus- 
tules under  the  tongue,  which  are  cut  out,  caustic  applied,  and  the 
American  Consul  asserts  that  the  cure  is  then  complete. — Amongst  other 
strange  things,  it  is  asserted  that  a  dash  of  cold  water  over  the  head  will 
arrest,  for  a  considerable  time,  the  poisonous  effects  of  prussic  acid. — 
On  the  night  of  the  27th  of  November,  an  Irish  woman  gave  birth  to  a 
stout  <:hild,  at  the  House  of  Correction,  in  this  city,  while  asleep  in  her 
cell,  and  positively  declared  that  she  knew  nothing  about  it  until  awaked 
by  the  infant's  cries.  When  the  door  was  opened  by  the  watchman,  the 
prisoner  came  out  and  walked  up  three  flights  of  stairs  to  the  hospital, 
though  feeling  quite  well. — Smallpox  has  appeared  at  West  Essex,  in  the 
State  of  New  York. — Dr.  Warren's  Surgical  Observations  on  Tumors, 
which  was  favorably  noticed  by  the  foreign  medical  periodicals,  has  been 
re-published  in  London,  in  royal  8vo. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  tlie  week  ending  Dec.  8,  37.     Males,  17— females.  20. 

Of  consumption,  8 — fever,  1 — hsmorrhage  of  the  lungs.  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — infantile,  3 — 
lung  fever,  1— scarlet  fever,  2— typhous  fever,  2— marasmus,  1— b\irn,  2— intemperance,  I— slow 
paralysis,  1 — brain  fever,  2— inflariimatiou  of  the  lungs,  1 — troup,  1 — old  age,  1  —  fits,  1— convulsions, 
1 — tumor,  1 — jaundice,  1 — child-bed,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — stillborn,  3. 


FOR   SALE, 

Within  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  an  estate  now  occupied  by  a  physician,  who  is  about  to  leave  the 
place.  It  will  be  sold  at  cost,  which  is  between  2500  and  3000  dollars.  The  practice  is  a  valuable 
one,  as  can  be  satisfactorily  shown  to  any  applicant.  For  name  and  place,  inquire  at  this  office  ;  if 
by  mail,  post  paid.  Nov  21 — 3t 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  tlie  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
ViRL's  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dAinr,  postpaid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  25. 


303  Medical  Advertisements. 

FALLING   OF  THE   WOMB   CURED  BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  O.  HULL'S  UTERO-ABUUMINAL  SUPPORTER  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapnuj  Uteri,  or  Fallinir  of  the  IVvmb,  and  otlier  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dominal muscles,  as  an  inslrninent  ill  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoration  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affords  the  inosi  ininiediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  '■'■dragging  and  bearing-down" 
seiis.itions  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  .ikil- 
fnl  application  is  always  followed  by  an  eacly  confession  of  radical  relief  from  the  patient  herself. 
The  Supporter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  the  patient  witliout  further  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  i)f  the  Utero-^bdimiinal  Supporters  have  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  great  success  which  this  instrument  has?  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  in  use.  It  is  gratify- 
in;  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  decided  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  Cooper,  of  London,  Edward  Delafield, 
.M.r).,Prijfessi>r  of  Midwifery,  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midwifery  in  the 
diffiireiit  .Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States,  and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledge  of  its  qualities,  as  well  as  every  patient  who  has  worn  it. 

riie  public  and  medical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  as 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imitations.  The  genuine  Trusses  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  its  title  embossed  upon  its  envelope. 

AMOS   G.  HULL,  Otfice  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  appointed  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  instruments,  all  orders 
addressed  to  them  will  be  promptly  attended  to.  LOWE  &   REED, 

Jan.  3.  lyreop  24  Merchants  Row,  Boston. 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  Subscribers  propose  establishina  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.     The  advantages  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institution! 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        -        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  .Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by         ........    Dr.  Rev.nold*. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by-------        Dr.  Storer. 

On  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by -     Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JAi:OB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS. 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOL.MES. 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Buwdoin  College  will  commence  on  iMonday,  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, J83;». 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Joseph  Robt,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Theory   and   Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  McKeeNiM.D. 

Chemistry  and  .Materia  Medica,  by  Pirker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  Anatomiral  Cabinetand  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  lns:llutiun,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  lectures  is  $50,  payable  in  advance.  The  lectuies  continue  three 
months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  followingCommence- 
ment  of  the  College  in  September.  P.  CLEAVEL.-^ND,  Secretary. 

Brunswick,  Me.,  October,  1838.  D.  5— eopGt 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  J'hey  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  wliercopportunlties  will  be  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Analoniy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  ihoae  in  the  last  year  of  iheir  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  privale  medical  and  obslelric  prnrlice.  Insliuclion  by  exnmi- 
nalicins  or  lerlures  will  be  siiven  in  the  different  hianclies  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  iiiililic  lerlures  of  the  Universilv.  Rooks, and  a  room  with  fireand  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instr'ucters.  GEORGE  C.  SHATTUCK, 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  31— eptf  GEORGE  W.  OTrS,  Jr. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr. 


THE  BO.STON  MEDICAL  A.\D  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
l>.  VA.  \PP,  JR.  at  181  VVasliingtoii  SI  reel,  corner  of  Ki. 'in  kiln  Street,  to  whom  nil  rommiinkntions 
must  be  addressed, po«f-/ini(/.  It  is  also  published  In  Monllilv  Purls,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceiliiiz  month,  slilrhed  ill  a  cover.  J.  V."C.  SMITH,  .M.I).  Editor.— Price  $3,00  a 
ve.'ir  in  advance.  !i^3..)(l  after  three  moiitliH,  and  $4,00  if  not  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
erery  seventh  ctipy  i^ra(i.«.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accompanied  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
ajllsfactoi-y  reference.  — Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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ON  THE   EVOLUTION   OF   ORGANIC   EXISTENCES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — If  you  and  your  readers  are  not  already  wearied  with  my  specu- 
lations on  the  nervous  fluid  and  its  agency  in  the  animal  economy,  I 
hope  it  will  render  them  patient  under  the  present  infliction,  to  know 
that  this  is  the  last  of  the  kind  with  which  the  pages  of  the  Journal  will 
be  encumbered  for  a  season. 

The  chief  object  of  this  communication  is  to  introduce  to  the  believers 
in  the  doctrine  of  the  transition  of  species,  a  new  candidate  for  the 
honor  of  being  the  connecting  link  between  the  class  of  invertebrated 
and  that  of  the  vertebrated  animals.  It  has  been  the  prevalent  idea 
among  naturalists  that  the  cuttle  fish  was  immediately  below  the  fish  in 
the  scale  of  gradation.  No  one,  to  my  knowledge,  has  ever  advanced 
the  idea  that  the  lobster,  as  the  highest  of  the  invertebrata,  was  more 
justly  entitled  to  that  position  than  the  animal  last  mentioned.  But  the 
reasons  which  are  to  be  offered,  whatever  weight  they  may  have  in  the 
minds  of  others,  leave  little  doubt  in  mine  that  such  is  actually  the  fact. 
In  order,  however,  to  the  better  understanding  and  appreciating  of  them, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  give  a  more  explicit  view  of  the  opinions  enter- 
tained by  me  in  regard  to  the  causes  of  the  production  of  vital  phe- 
nomena, and  their  mode  of  operation,  than  has  hitherto  been  done. 

Those  causes  which  are  known  to  operate  on  the  living  body,  in- 
fluencing its  growth  and  its  functional  movements,  if  we  know  nothing 
to  the  contrary,  it  is  most  natural  to  infer  are  those  which  gave  origin  to 
it.*     Such  are  the  impressions  of  gravity,  of  heat,  of  touch,  of  light,  of 

*  That  the  Deity  created  living  beitjss  by  ttie  slow  and  gradual  operation  of  certain  laws,  instead 
of  calling  tliein  Into  existence  at  once  by  a  word,  we  infer  from  the  general  analogy  of  nature.  For 
if  they  were  not  created  in  this  manner,  they  are  an  exception  to  everything  else  that  is  created,  of 
which  we  have  knowledge. — If,  in  the  second  place,  the  body  is  formed  by  certain  laws,  it  is  most 
natural  to  infer  that  those  laws  are  the  same  which  affect  the  body  after  it  is  formed,  and  to  which 
it  responds.  Now  the  laws  or  agents  which  affect  the  body  are  those  of  gravity,  light,  heat,  sound, 
smell,  touch,  &c.  Therefore,  other  things  being  equal,  it  is  more  natural  to  infer  that  they  formed 
the  body  than  not.  Adaptation  of  living  beings  to  external  circumstances  would' be  another  conse- 
quence of  their  being  formed  by  these  agents.  Man,  for  instance,  being  formed  in  part  by  the  influ- 
ence of  light,  his  animal  functions  are  suspended  at  intervals  which  are  proportional  to  the  absence 
of  light  from  that  part  of  the  surface  of  the  earth  on  which  he  dwells.  Were  he  formed  in  the  moon, 
his  periods  of  rest  and  motion  would  occur  but  once  in  23  days.  Hence  this  adaptation,  which  is  so 
strikingly  displayed,  is  another  proof  that  he  was  formed  by  the  circumstances  by  which  he  is  sur- 
rounded.— The  remaining  considerations  in  support  of  this  opinion  are,  the  revelation  by  geology  of 
the  existence  of  these  agents  previous  to  the  existence  of  living  beings,  and  of  the  existence  of  the 
simpler  forms  of  life  previous  to  that  of  the  more  complex  ;  spontaneous  generation  ;  the  gradation  of 
animals  ;  the  differences  according  to  locality  ;  the  transformation  of  species,  as  of  the  caterpillar  into 
the  butterfly,  and  the  tadpole  into  the  frog  ;  and  the  recent  unexpected  discoveries  made  by  the  French 
and  German  physiologists  in  embryotomy,  which  prove  that  the  higher  animals,  not  excepting  man, 
pass  through  stages  corresponding  to  the  permanent  state  of  each  tribe  of  the  inferior  animals  succea- 
«ively,  while  in  the  womb.    If  to  these  can  be  added  the  proof  derived  from  showing  a  close  and  in- 
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sound  and  of  color.  Whether  these  are  all  different  in  themselves,  or 
different  activities  of  the  same  agent,  though  the  latter  opinion  seems  to 
me  most  probable,  it  matters  not  to  our  present  purpose.  By  their 
mutual  co-operative  action,  aided  by  the  reaction  which  a  part  once 
formed  has  on  the  future  development,  a  consistent  explanation  may  be 
afforded  of  the  form  and  external  relations  of  every  organic  structure. 
This  second  principle,  which  is  perpetually  modifying  the  first,  and  is 
the  chief  cause  of  so  nmch  diversity  among  living  beings,  is  expressed 
by  saying  that  everything  subsequtntly  formed  is  a  reflection  from  what 
was  Jormed  before.  Every  successive  development  is  thus  the  result  of 
the  joint  action  of  two  forces,  viz.,  the  reflection  of  the  preceding  de- 
velopment, and  the  continuation  of  the  action  of  the  same  causes  that 
gave  rise  to  that  development.  Thus  every  transition  and  reproduction 
is  a  reflection.  The  flower  is  a  reflection  from  the  branch,  the  fruit 
from  the  flower,  the  offspring  a  reflection  from  the  parent.  The  body 
of  man  is  the  product  of  the  greatest  number  of  reflections  that  can 
possibly  take  place,  allowing  the  process  of  development  to  go  on 
without  limitation  ;  while  the  inferior  animals  present  successive  stages 
of  arrest  of  development,  before  all  the  reflections  have  taken  place. 

With  this  qualification,  then,  heat,  light,  sound,  &tc.,  acting  on  the 
materials  found  on  the  surface  of  the  globe,  earth,  air  and  water,  are  the 
instruments  concerned  in  giving  origin  to  a  series  of  effects,  of  which 
the  lowest  vegetable  is  the  first,  and  man  is  the  last.  In  his  person 
every  series  of  impressions  has  produced  its  maximum  of  effect.  Each 
has  elaborated  its  proper  organ,  until  a  just  equilibrium  between  all  its 
parts  is  attained,  while  the  whole  body  is  a  system  of  organs  in  equili- 
brio  with  each  other.  This  point  of  equilibriun),  when  every  part  re- 
flects to  every  other  part  a  force  equal  to  that  which  it  receives  from  it, 
is  the  perfection  of  the  law  ;  no  further  change  is  then  possible. 

This  development  takes  place  in  the  order  of  the  relative  activity  of 
the  impressions.  Each  series  developes,  first,  the  function,  and  secondly, 
the  organ  to  which  it  bears  relation  ;  so  that  the  organ  seems  to  rise  in- 
cidentally, as  it  were,  during  the  performance  of  the  function,  though 
afterwards  contributing  to  the  greater  perfection  of  the  function.  The 
impressions  of  heat  being  the  most  active,  after  gravity,  develope  the 
vegetable,  and  are  the  cause  of  the  vegetative  functions  throughout. 
The  impressions  of  touch,  or  the  impulses  of  the  surrounding  media, 
which  are  second  in  activity,  detach  the  profluct  from  the  earth,  and 
form  the  animal  as  soon  as  they  have  acquired  a  certain  preponderance 
over  those  of  heat.  By  the  tactile  impressions  the  ganglionic  nerves 
are  formed  ;  and  the  development  of  the  motor  tract  keeps  pace  with 
the  growing;  power  of  the  specific,  compared  with  the  general  sensa- 
tions. The  gai)L;lioiis  occupy,  between  the  external  and  internal  surfaces 
of  relation,  the  situation  of  noflal  points,  and  the  nerves  the  situation  of 
nodal  lines   in   optics   and  acoustics,  supposing  the   body  an  elastic  me- 

timute  connenlion  belween  the  lawn  of  optics,  considerrd  as  the  prndnciiie  cause,  and  the  anatomy  of 
the  eye  ;  th«  law*  i>f  acoiistic'*  niid  (he  nn.-ilomy  of  the  eiir  ;  and  the  analoniy  of  nil  pnrtit  of  the  body 
where  lliere  i»  Hiiiricicnt  reunlnrity  lo  eiiahle  cnnrliisioriii  to  he  drawn,  and  the  impressionB  operating 
upon  theni,  all  which  I  have  nn  doubt  cnii  be  done,  there  will  remain  not  the  ahadow  of  a  reason  for 
beailaliiig  loadi>pt  the  cunclusion  tu  which  they  lead. 
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diuin,  and  to  be  thrown  into  vibration  by  the  impulse  made  on  the  sur- 
faces, and  are  formed  by  electrical  currents  whose  course  is  marked  by 
the  direction  of  the  nervous  fibres.  In  process  of  time  the  specific  im- 
pressions (light,  sound  and  odor)  begin  to  exert  a  greater  control  over 
the  motions  and  shape  of  the  animal  than  the  diffused  impressions  of 
touch.  A  second  change  now  takes  place,  which  is  the  change  from 
the  invertebrated  to  the  vertebrated  class  of  animals.  The  motor  tract, 
which  forrnerly  accommodated  itself  to  the  disposition  of  the  ganglions, 
now,  in  obedience  to  the  superior  force  of  the  electrical  iinpulse  along 
the  centre  from  the  organs  of  vision  and  the  other  senses,  straightens 
itself  to  form  the  spinal  marrow,  while  the  ganglions  arrange  themselves 
on  either  side  at  convenient  distances.  That  state  of  rest  which  is 
essential  to  the  formation  of  bone,  is  transferred  from  the  circumference 
to  the  centre,  and  instead  of  an  external  crust,  we  have  an  internal  axis, 
to  which  the  motions  of  the  animal  are  referred,  and  about  which  its 
parts  are  arranged. 

Now  it  is  just  in  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  invertebrated  class  of 
animals  that  the  lobster  is  found,  and  the  transformation  is  or  was  effected 
from  this  animal,  to  (he  fish,  by  the  same  operation  that  changes  the 
caterpillar  into  the  butterfly.  The  reasons  for  this  assertion  are  as 
follow. 

1.  The  crop  of  the  lobster  presents  so  striking  a  similarity  to  the  head 
of  vertebrated  animals,  that  it  might  safely  be  called  the  germ  of  the 
internal  skeleton.  And  indeed  from  this  resemblance  it  goes  by  the 
popular  name  of  the  "  lady."  There  are  the  frontal  bones  very  dis- 
tinct ;  underneath  them  are  spaces  that  seem  manifestly  intended  for 
the  eyes  ;  beneath  and  between  these  is  a  membrane  which  is  disposed 
like  the  schneiderian  men)brane  ;  and  still  further  below,  an  opening 
similar  to  a  mouth.  At  the  sides  are  cavities  in  two  osseous  processes 
projecting  inwards,  in  the  manner  that  the  petrous  portions  of  the  tem- 
poral bones  project  into  the  cavity  of  the  cranium.  These  cavities  are 
evidently  adapted  to  receive  the  organs  of  hearing.  Above  the  slit, 
between  the  two  processes,  or  teeth,  as  they  are  called,  is  a  third  process, 
which,  if  we  conceive  it  bent  down  at  the  centre,  would  correspond  with 
the  basilar  process  of  the  occipital  bone.  The  whole  of  the  crop,  so 
formed,  I  consider  to  be  a  reflected  image  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
animal.  By  using  the  term  image,  I  do  not  mean  to  express  an  exact 
likeness  of  the  part,  but  that  it  is  formed  on  precisely  the  same  principles 
that  an  image  is  formed  by  light  when  it  falls  on  a  plane  or  regular  sur- 
face. That  is — those  impulses  which  the  impressions  of  light,  sound, 
touch,  &z,c.,  make  on  the  nervous  fluid  at  the  head  or  anterior  surface, 
are  transmitted  inwardly,  until  they  are  met  and  reflected  by  the  im- 
pulses from  the  posterior  surface.  And  the  animal  molecules  at  the 
points  where  they  meet  and  antagonize  each  other,  receive  no  pressure 
which  is  calculated  to  move  them  out  of  place.*  This,  according  to  the 
undulatory  theory  of  light,  is  the  mode  in  which  an  image  is  formed. 
So  long  as  the  impulses  on  both  the  anterior  and  posterior  surfaces  are 

*  To  appreciate  this  fully,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  an  impulse  on  any  part  throwi  the 
whole  masg  into  vibration. 
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equal,  so  long  will  the  structure  remain  as  it  is.  But  as  the  specific  im- 
pressions on  the  anterior  surface  are  growing  in  importance  while  they 
are  elaborating  their  oriians,  a  time  must  come  when  they  will  over- 
balance the  general  impressions  on  the  whole  body.  Tlie  face  of  the 
crop,  whici)  looks  towards  the  tail  of  the  animal,  will  then  shoot  forward. 
By  an  action  of  the  same  nature  as  metastasis  of  disease,  the  imperfect 
eyes,  or  rather  their  images,  are  reflected  to  their  new  position  in  the 
spaces  referred  to  above,  and  there  reappear  under  a  more  perfect  form. 
The  organs  of  smell  and  hearing  undergo  the  same  transformations ;  the 
former  from  the  base  of  the  smaller  antenna,  the  latter  from  the  base  of 
the  larger.  At  the  same  time  the  process  of  ossification  is  transferred 
from  the  circumference  to  the  centre.  The  external  skeleton,  which 
restricted  the  motions  of  the  animal,  gives  place  to  a  spinal  axis  with  its 
arrangement  of  nerves,  muscles  and  bloodvessels,  and  viscera  around  it, 
and  the  anin)al,  which  before  moved  hither  and  thither,  sideways  and 
backwards,  when  it  should  go  forward,  becomes  obedient  to  the  impres- 
sions made  on  the  organs  of  the  senses,  as  to  a  helm.  And  the  brain, 
occupying  the  same  relative  position  to  the  nervous  expansions  in  the 
new  order  of  things,  as  the  old,  begins  to  expand  by  the  force  developed 
at  the  points  of  union  of  the  impulses  from  the  body,  along  the  nerves 
posteriorly,  and  those  from  the  organs  of  the  senses  anteriorly. 

2.  A  strong  and  unexpected  confirmation  of  this  idea,  is  the  fact  that 
an  action  of  the  very  nature  required  to  produce  the  spinal  axis,  is  ex- 
hibited by  many  anitnals  of  the  lobster  kind,  at  the  period  of  their 
moulting  or  casting  the  shell.  A  deposit  of  two  bony  substances,  called 
crabs'  eyes,  is  found  on  each  side  of  the  stomach  just  before  this  pro- 
cess is  performed,  which  soon  afterwards  disappears.  This  looks  just 
as  though  nature  had  made  the  attempt  to  produce  a  spinal  axis  along 
the  centre,  but  the  point  d'appui  giving  way  by  the  bursting  of  the  shell 
too  soon, she  failed. 

3.  in  the  structure  of  his  shell,  the  lobster  presents  about  the  first 
trace  of  the  chief  component  of  bone  in  the  vertebrated  animals,  viz., 
phosphate  of  lime  ;  and  the  red  color,  which  is  that  of  the  blood  in  the 
vertebrated  animals,  predominates  in  his  shell,  and  in  a  tissue  beneath 
the  back,  the  nature  of  which  is  not  well  understood. 

4.  The  lobster  (as  does  also  the  cuttle  fish)  swims  backwards.  In 
other  words,  the  impulses  made  by  impressions  on  his  body  are  stronger 
in  the  antero-posterior  than  in  the  postero-anterior  direction,  and  his  body 
is  propelled  accordingly.  If  the  crop  occupy  the  centre  to  which  these 
impulses  are  transmitted,  it  must  follow  tliat  when  his  body  is  thrown 
into  universal  muscular  action,  as  in  swimming,  the  pressure  upon  it  is 
greater  from  the  head  of  the  animal  than  from  the  tail.  If  the  surface 
becomes  immoveable,  the  force  developed  n)ust  act  on  the  crop,  tending 
to  propel  it  towards  the  tail.  JNow  the  muscular  action  at  the  period  of 
moulting  is  violent,  apparently  exhausting  the  strength  of  the  animal. 
And  it  seems  to  be  a  question  with  nature,  at  this  time,  whether  the 
shell  shall  give  way  and  the  animal  remain  a  lobster,  or  the  crop  should 
"go  ahead  "  in  the  shape  of  a  fish — a  (juestion  decided  by  the  relative 
degree  of  resistance  at  the  centre,  that  is,  the  crop,  and  at  the  circum- 
ference. 
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5.  The  fact  itself  that  the  animal  swims  backwards,  which  is  a  very- 
bungling  motion,  and  seems  to  call  for  some  change,  by  which  it  may 
move  towards  the  object  of  attraction  in  a  more  polite  manner. 

6.  There  are  reasons  for  supposing  that  certain  of  the  higher  species 
of  the  univalves  change  into  the  cruslacea.  The  opinion  entertained 
by  most  naturalists  that  one  of  these  animals,  wiiose  anterior  half  is 
covered  with  a  shell  like  the  lobster,  while  its  posterior  half  is  naked, 
seeks  the  cast-ofF  shell  of  a  univalve  for  a  domicile,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
without  analogy  in  nature  (now  that  a  similar  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
argonaut  is  disproved),  is  probably  erroneous ;  and  the  truth  may 
be  found  to  lie  in  this  aninial's  being  intermediate  between  the  mollusciE 
and  the  Crustacea.  Even  if  the  fact  be  as  naturalists  now  suppose,  it  is 
probably  because  it  occupies  this  position  that  it  seeks  a  habitation  which 
is  adapted  to  its  nature  and  wants.  Perhaps  the  process  of  forming 
shell  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  body,  as  in  this  animal,  precludes 
that  of  secreting  it  from  the  tail,  in  the  manner  of  the  univalves,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  metastasis  of  action. 

After  the  above  transformation  is  effected,  the  nerves  of  specific 
and  general  sensation  are  found  lying  in  a  straight  line  in  the  plane  of 
the  horizon.  From  this  line,  and  at  right  angles  to  it,  bulgings  are  met 
with,  at  the  points  where  the  optic,  olfactory,  and  spinal  nerves  meet 
and  unite.  These  bulgings  are  made  by  the  shocks  along  the  course  of 
the  nerves,  and  receive  the  names  of  the  olfactory  and  optic  lobes 
and  the  cerebellum.  In  the  progress  of  development,  the  two  first  of 
these  unite  to  form  the  cerebrum,  while  the  cerebellum  remains  distinct. 
By  degrees,  the  inclination  of  the  nerves  towards  each  other  changes,  so 
as  to  form  an  angle  between  them,  at  the  point  of  which,  the  brain  may 
be  conceived  to  expand  as  from  a  centre,  on  which  the  shocks  are  con- 
centrated. The  tendency  of  this  expansion  is  to  go  on  until  the  whole 
nervous  system  has  attained  that  shape  and  disposition  of  all  its  parts, 
that  when  the  nervous  fluid  is  thrown  into  vibration  from  any  cause,  the 
shocks  return  to  the  centre  from  all  points  of  the  circumference  at  the  same 
time.  A  tolerably  accurate  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  nervous  system  will 
be  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  representing  to  it  four  hemispheres,  united  by 
a  double  axis,  crossing  at  the  centre.  The  brain  would  correspond  with 
two  of  these  hemispheres,  and  all  the  nerves  issuing  from  it  with  the 
remaining  two.  Were  each  half  of  the  brain  a  single  organ,  and  free  to 
be  developed  according  to  it?  inherent  tendency,  it  would  form  a  perlect 
hemisphere.  As  it  now  stands,  the  shape  which  it  assumes  is  the  joint 
product  of  the  original  tendency  to  form  a  hemisphere,  and  the  modifi- 
cation induced  by  the  pressure  of  the  two  lateral  halves  on  each  other, 
and  also  by  the  circumstance  that  the  impulses  are  directed  to  three 
points,  corresponding  with  the  three  bulgings,  instead  of  to  one  only. 

The  sides  where  the  two  hemispheres  come  in  contact  are  flattened, 
on  precisely  the  same  principle  that  when  two  chesnuts  grow  in  the  same 
cell  of  the  capsule  they  are  flat  on  the  sides  of  contact,  while  a  single 
one  is  round.  The  convoluted  appearance  of  the  cerebrum  and  the 
arborescent  appearance  of  the  cerebellum,  owe  their  origin  not  to  any 
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difference  in   the  kind  of  action  on  each   of  these  structures,  but  are 
examples  of  the  two  great  forms  of  arrangement  which  nature  assumes 
for  the  carrying  on   of  its  refined   processes.      It  is  the  same  action  pre- 
cisely that  throws  the  brain   into   convolutions,  that  produces  the  intesti- 
nal convolutions.     The  ditference  between  the   two  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  latter  are  tubular,  a  consequence  of  the   passage  of  substances 
through  them.*     But   the   functional  action  in  both  takes  place  not  in 
the  centre  of  the  convolutions,  but  in  the  circumference,  in  the  parietes 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  in  the  cortical  part  of  the  brain.     The  cere- 
bellum assumes  the  arborized  appearance  by  the  same  law  that  produces 
the  bronchial  and  arterial   trees  in  the  lungs  and  liver.     Neither  in  the 
cerebrum  nor  in  the  cerebellum   is   there  so  much  separation  or  subdi- 
vision of  parts,  because  there  is  not  so  much  motion  required  in  the  per- 
formance  of  the   function.     In   the   stomach   the  impulses  are  directed 
against  the  food,  in  the  lungs  against  the  air,  in  the  brain  against  the  ar- 
terial blood.     The  arterial    blood    passing  up  and   down  in  front  of  the 
spine  or  Zme  of  rest  of  the  body,  and  the  nervous  influence  in  the  same 
directions  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  line  of  rest,  meet  and  repel  each 
other,  above  in  the  periphery  or  cortical   part   of  the  brain,  below  in  the 
muscular  structure.     The  muscular  structure  is,  therefore,  in  the  body, 
what  the  cortical  structure  is  in  the  brain,  the  medium  in  which  the  reci- 
procal action  of  the   nervous  fluid   and  arterial  blood  takes   place,   and 
muscular  contraction  is  an  incidental  effect,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression, of  this   action  of  impulsion   and   retropulsion.     The    nervous 
fibre  is  a  conducting  tissue  between  the  two  media  ;  and  as  the  tension 
of  the  nervous  fluid  is  greater  on  equal  spaces  than  that  which  is  present 
in  the  blood,  it  requires  a  more  extended  surface  of  contact  in  order  that 
one  should  neutralize   the  other.     Hence   the   predominance  in  size  of 
the  muscles  over  the  nervous  chords  in  the  limbs,  and  the  expansion  of 
the  surface  of  the  brain  into  convolutions. 

The  different  manifestation  of  function  of  different  parts  of  the  brain  is 
not  referable  to  a  different  vital  endowment,  but  simply  to  their  position, 
size,  and  mode  of  development  as  it  affects  the  general  equilibrium. 
The  cerebellum,  for  instance,  is  not  the  organ  of  amativeness,  but  from 
its  structure  and  position  relative  to  the  other  parts  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, it  may  more  frequently  than  any  other  part  of  the  brain  exhibit 
traces  of  disease  in  disturbances  of  the  organs  of  generation.  If  any 
one  will  take  the  trouble  to  observe  the  direction  of  the  optic  nerves  as 
they  proceed  behind  from  before,  and  the  spinal  marrow  as  it  proceeds 
upwards  from  below,  and  imagine  the  brain  to  be  developed  from  the 
point  of  union  (which  indeed  would  be  an  imaginary  point  in  man),  and 
to  obey  the  impulses  along  the  course  of  their  fibres,  he  will  perceive 
that  the  pressure  at  first  is  more  upward  and  backward  than  upward  and 

»  It  in  owitiE  In  n  ciiisp  csscntijilly  tlu'  snnic  that  the  covcriiiK  of  the  brain  is  hony,  that  of 
the  ahdonien  iiiir-iciihir  and  iiir>iiit)rniiiiii<),  and  ihnt  of  Ihr  thorax  half  muscular  and  half  bony,  vi/.., 
the  deuren  of  motion  undMrni'ath.  Bone  is  tlio  cry^ilalli/.ation  of  animal  matter.  No  out*,  it  a(>|>enr8 
to  in«,  can  rail  to  miml  Ihi-  prmc-is  of  ossilicalion  without  lieiii),'  struck  with  the  similarity  het«ren 
it  and  the  formation  of  ice  on  the  Rurfacc  of  water.  Uy  tho  name  reason  that  a  certain  amount  of 
motion  of  water  underneath  will  break  up  the  ice  or  destroy  the  tendency  for  it  to  form,  the  iiiove- 
nients  within  the  ahduuiro  prevent  the  deposit  of  hone  over  it,  while  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
the  lungs  are  expanded  allow  of  a  hony  depodll  at  altoriialc  iiilervals,  and  the  very  slight  motions  of 
.ttio  brain  allow  of  It  over  th«  whole  surface. 
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forward,  Conseqnenily  the  brain  would  be  developed  more  in  the 
backward  than  in  the  forward  part  of  the  head,  if  its  growth  should  be 
arrested  before  it  comes  to  perfection.  Thus  the  relation  between  the 
anterior  develo|ni)ent  of  the  brain  and  intellectual  capacity,  and  the 
posterior  development  and  the  passions,  may  be  explained  without  the 
generous,  and  indeed  wholly  gratuitous  offer  which  phrenology  makes 
us  of  36  organs.  For  the  exercise  of  the  intellect  a  high  degree  of 
activity  is  necessary  ;  a  state  of  action  of  the  nervous  system  in  which 
the  sympathetic  irradiations  from  the  body  are  the  least  possible.  While 
such  a  process  is  going  on,  the  brain  obeys  its  natural  tendency  to  the 
hemispherical  shape.  The  passions  and  propensities  bearing  relation  to 
the  bodily  wants,  are  lower  in  the  scale  of  endowment,  and  hence  are 
most  active  in  those  whose  brains  are  most  imperfect  or  less  developed 
anteriorly.  Not  that  the  brain  thinks  or  feels.  The  brain,  together  with 
the  whole  nervous  system,  is  a  structure  by  which  thought  and  volition 
are  made  manifest  within  our  bodies,  become  personified,  insulated,  as 
it  were.  There  is  a  something  beyond  what  the  senses  reveal  to  us, 
where  thought  lies.  But  in  order  that  it  should  manifest  itself  most 
perfectly,  the  nervous  molecules  must  be  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  vibrations  of  the  nervous  fluid. 
In  this  consists  the  perfection  of  the  nervous  system,  and  to  this  point 
the  law  of  organization  tends. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  width  of  the  brain  had  some  relation 
to  the  animal  courage  of  the  individual.  This  fact,  if  it  is  one,  admits 
of  explanation  in  this  way.  Each  lateral  half  of  the  brain  antagonizes 
the  opposite  half  of  the  muscular  system.  If  so,  the  brain  must  re- 
ceive from  every  muscle  an  equal  impulse  to  that  which  it  sends  to  it. 
Now  in  a  thick-set,  broad-shouldered,  muscular  man,  the  mean  of  all  the 
impulses  from  one  side  of  the  body  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  brain 
crosses  the  axis  at  a  greater  angle,  and  must  give  rise  to  a  greater  lateral 
pressure,  than  in  the  more  delicately  formed.  Again,  it  is  in  those  pos- 
sessed of  the  greatest  physical  endowments,  that  we  meet  with  the  most 
frequent  examples  of  physical  courage.  At  least  it  will  be  found  to  be 
the  fact  as  often  as  the  phrenological  dogma  holds  true.  We  may  thus 
see  on  what  basis  phrenology  stands.  By  the  observation  of  such  ob- 
scure coincidences,  without  any  definite  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  ner- 
vous activity,  it  sets  consciousness  and  anatomy  at  defiance,  and  draws 
straight  lines  and  crooked  ones  to  prove  that  all  mental  philosophy  is 
wrong,  and  all  physiology  absurd. 

Proof  has  never  yet  been  adduced  that  the  brain  is  the  organ  of  the 
mind.  All  we  know  is  the  fact  that  the  nervous  system  and  mental 
manifestation  are  intimately  connected.  As  to  pressure  on  the  brain 
annihilating  consciousness,  is  there  not  as  much  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  efl^ects  of  that  pressure  extend  through  the  whole  nervous  system  ? 
as  when  you  press  the  surface  of  a  violin,  you  disturb  its  vibrations 
throughout  its  whole  extent.  The  brain  has  other  offices  than  the  men- 
tal ones  to  perform.  Increase  the  pressure  a  trifle,  and  you  throw  a 
man  down.  Surely  you  must  have  touched  the  organ  of  stand-up-itive- 
ness  !     Where  is  that  organ  on  the  map  ?     Is  there  not  reason  to  sup- 


316  Vegetable  Diet. 

pose  that  as  much  tension  is  kept  up  by  the  muscles  on  the  brain  in 
thinking,  as  by  the  brain  on  the  muscles  in  voluntary  motion  ?  Why  do 
we  gesture  in  intense  intellectual  and  moral  excitement  ?  At  one  n)0- 
menl  we  witness  a  man  delirious,  in  the  next  convulsed.  To-day  he  is 
comatose,  to-morrow  paralytic.  The  melancholic  is  torpid  in  his  feel- 
ings, dull  in  his  intellect,  and  indisposed  to  muscular  exertion.  In  deli- 
rium tremens  the  tremulous  agitation  of  the  muscles  is  but  the  counter- 
part of  the  peculiar  activity  of  the  mind.  In  general  paralysis,  and  in 
disturbed  function  of  the  brain  by  causes  which  produce  |)ressure  on  that 
organ,  we  find  the  muscular  powers  keeping  pace  with  the  mental  facul- 
ties in  their  decline.  First  fails  memory,  commencing  often  with  loss  of 
that  highest  branch  of  it  which  relates  to  dates  and  proper  nouns  ; 
co-existent  with  this  is  loss  of  the  most  complicated  and  highest  forni  of 
muscular  movement,  as  that  of  the  tongue  in  articulation  ;  and  the 
failure  proceeds,  pari  pcrs5M,  through  both  the  principles  of  sensibility  and 
muscular  motion,  in  the  reverse  order  to  that  in  which  they  are  de- 
veloped as  we  ascend  the  scale  of  gradation — a  fact  which  demonstrates 
that  the  higher  faculties  do  not  manifest  themselves  in  connection  with 
the  successive  addition  of  parts  to  the  brain,  but  depend  on  a  more  re- 
fined action — on  degrees  of  vital  endowment  connected  with  a  just 
equilibrium  of  development  and  activity  in  all  parts  of  the  nervous  struc- 
ture and  of  the  whole  man. 

As  it  is  probable  that  the  assertion  that  functional  action  forms  or- 
ganic structure,  will  appear  more  paradoxical  than  any  other  advanced 
above,  I  shall  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  reader  to  a  few  remarks,  in  con- 
clusion, on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  in  another  number. 

Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 


VEGETABLE    DIET. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have  just  finished  the  perusal  of  the  last  of  your  correspon- 
dent's long  series  of  articles,  on  my  late  work  on  Vegetable  Diet.  Had 
it  been  an  ordinary  newspaper  squib,  or  had  it  been  in  the  form  of  a 
regular  review,  I  should  have  followed  the  course  I  have  hitherto — to 
this  hour — pursued,  in  relation  to  these  attacks,  however  personal  ; 
which  is  to  pass  them  by  in  silence.  But  so  peculiar  is  the  character 
of  the  articles  to  which  I  allude,  and  so  respectable  is  the  medium 
through  which  they  have  found  their  way  to  the  world,  that,  with  your 
permission,  I  venture  a  few  statements,  for  once,  in  the  way  of  self- 
defence. 

When  I  first  took  up  your  Journal  of  October  24,  and  saw  the  com- 
mencement of  a  series  of  remarks  frotn  an  individual  whom  1  have  been 
taught  to  respect  highly  for  his  gentlemanly  treatment  of  those  who 
happen  to  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  was 
highly  gratified.  Even  when  [  saw  his  statement  that  on  certain  sub- 
jects my  mind  was  accustomed  to  "  run  riot,"  I  was  not  at  all  startled, 
because  I  was  looking  forward  to  see  what  evidence  would  be  adduced 
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in  support  of  such  an  assertion.  The  truth  was,  I  hoped  for  something 
on  the  subject  which  wouUI  at  least  have  the  merit  of  candor  and  good 
intention.  How  httle  did  I  expect,  instead  of  candor  and  (air  play,  con- 
tinual unfaiiness  and  niisrepreseniation  and  ridicule.  But  disappoint- 
ment is  said  to  be  the  common  lot  of  man  ! 

I  do  not  wish  to  follow  your  correspondent  through  his  whole  series 
of  articles,  and  reply  to  all  his  numerous  questions  which  are  fairly  an- 
swered in  the  work  he  censures,  but  which,  from  h/is  own  occasional 
concessions,  it  is  evident  he  has  never  yet  carefully  read.  I  only  wish 
to  present  a  few  statements,  to  show  those  who  have  not  read  the  work, 
how  little  certain  kinds  of  evidence  is  to  be  trusted,  in  certain  circum- 
stances. There  are  other  "special  pleaders  "  in  the  world  besides  my- 
self, as  the  careful  reader  of  the  work  in  question,  and  of  your  corres- 
pondent's statements,  cannot  fail  to  observe. 

In  the  first  [dace  he  attempts — like  those  who  have  gone  before  iiim 
in  the  same  soit  of  warfare — to  throw  dust  in  everybody's  eyes  by  the 
perpetual  cry  of"  bran-bread,"  "  bran-bread  systeu),"  "bran-bread  gen- 
tlemen," "bran-bread  doctors,"  "bran-bread  controversy,"  "bran-bread 
logic,"  and  "  bran-bread  and  dried  apples."  This  perpetual  misnomer 
— not  to  say  falsehood  (I  mean  the  phrase  bran-hreod) — is  repeated  no 
less  than  ten  or  twelve  times.  Does  not  your  correspondent  know  bet- 
ter than  to  charge  me  perpetually  with  being  an  advocate  for  bran 
bread  ?  Does  he  know  what  bran  and  flour  are  ?  1  am  no  advocate 
for  either,  and  never  have  been  in  any  writings  of  mine,  nor  do  I  have 
anything  to  do  with  either,  in  practice,  if  I  can  help  it.  I  prefer  meal 
— whether  of  wheat,  rye,  corn,  or  any  other  grain — and  liave  nothing 
to  do  with  bran  or  flour,  if  1  can  conveniently  avoid  them.  It  is  indeed  a 
small  matter ;  hut  this  writer  makes  so  much  ado  about  it,  that  I  thought 
a  disclaimer  was  demanded  on  behalf  of  others  as  well  as  myself. 
For  my  own  part,  I  care  n)Oie  about  the  spirit  which  evidently  dictated 
these  epithets,  than  the  practical  falsehood  which  they  carry  on  the  face 
of  them. 

Nor  does  it  give  one  a  more  favorable  impression,  to  have  the  essays 
of  a  grave  man  continually  interlarded  wiih  such  ex|)ressions  as  the  fol- 
lowing. "  Broken-down,  lean-visaged  dyspeptics  ;"  "  gaunt,  wry-faced, 
lantern-jawed,  ghostly-looking  invalids  ;"  "  cranium-cracked  dyspeptics;" 
"  moonstruck  gentlemen  and  ladies  ;"  "  humbug  ;"  "  starvation  ;" 
"starving;"  "ultra-starvation  ;"  "mad-cap  doctors,"  &ic.  Were  these 
original  with  yoiu'  correspondent,  it  would  have  an  appearance  somewhat 
different;  but  does  it  add  to  the  weight  of  his  argument,  or  establish 
bis  claims  to  respectability  in  the  eyes  of  his  brethren,  to  fill  half  his 
paragraphs  with  these  old,  hackneyed,  newspaper  epithets? 

But  this  is  not  all.  Has  he  done  well  to  misquote  or  misrepresent  so 
many  of  my  sentiments  ?  Even  if  done  accidentally,  was  it  wise  ?  He 
sometimes  acknowledges,  "  I  am  impatient,"  &ic.  Has  a  candid  man  a 
right  to  be  so  impatient  as  to  distort,  materially,  the  views  of  his 
antagonist  ? 

First,  in  his  zeal  to  convict  me  of  "  bad  grammar,"  he  quotes  me  as 
saying  I  became  reconciled  to  flesh  and  fish  again,  and  indulged  in  it 
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freely.  For  the  word  it,  he  would,  of  course,  substitute  them.  But 
my  language  is  this:  "  I  had  no  sooner  become  reconciled  to  tlie  use  of 
flesh  and  tish — which  was  at  the  age  of  fourteen — than  I  indulged  in  it 
quite  freely."  1  leave  it  to  the  veriest  tyro  in  grammar  to  say  on 
whom  devolves  the  charge  of  "  murderins;  the  king's  English." 

Secondly,  he  says,  "  Dr.  Alcott  has  been  laboring  at  this  business 
from  his  very  childhood,  say  thirty  years."  But  wAaf  business  ?  Why, 
according  to  Murray's  grau)mar.  not  your  correspondent's  nor  my  own 
— he  must  be  supposed  to  mean  the  business  of  procuring  the  twenty- 
three  letters  of  which  he  speaks.  But  where  does  he  learn  this? 
From  the  preface  of  the  work,  where  1  stale  that  the  preparation  of  this 
and  another  much  larger  work — the  Young  Housekeeper — have  to- 
gether cost  me  three  years'  labor?  Or  was  it  from  the  statement  that 
Dr.  North  first  sent  out  his  circidar  in  February,  1835,  about  four 
years  ago  ? 

Thirdly,  he  makes  a  great  mistake — perhaps  I  should  not  call  it  a 
misstatement — in  representing  the  circidar  as  intended  by  the  author,  Dr. 
North,  to  confirm  what  he  calls  the  bran-bread  system.  Nothing  was 
further  from  the  views  of  Dr.  N.,  and  if  I  can  do  no  more,  I  ought 
certainly  to  attemjjt  to  disabuse  that  gentleman.  It  is  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  after  staling  so  distinctly  that  the  main  object  of  this  circidar 
was  to  obtain  facts — if  such  facts  could  be  obtained — against  the  bran- 
bread  system,  and  not  in  favor  of  it,  any  man  of  good  sense  should  put 
such  a  construction  upon  the  whole  matter.  I  venture  to  affirm  that  in 
few  instances  has  more  inipartlality  been  shown,  in  the  bringing  forward 
of  evidence,  than  was  shown  in  tiiis  wliole  case,  your  correspondent  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. — Even  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Harden,  of 
Georgia — in  relation  to  which  1  have  been  accused  of  a  quibble — is 
misrepresented. 

Fourthly,  I  am  three  several  times  made  to  say,  in  the  work  in  ques- 
tion, thai  animal  food  is  "  the  root  of  all  evil."  The  bible  says  "  the 
love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil  ;"  and  every  truly  candid  reader 
understands  by  it  no  more  than  that  the  love  of  money  is  a  root  of  every 
species  of  evil.  This  I  intended  to  affirm  of  animal  food.  1  did  not  in- 
tend to  represent  it  as  the  root  of  all  evil  ;  and  accordingly  I  was  guarded 
in  my  expression — quite  so,  1  think,  for  an  insane  man — and  did  not  say 
so.      Will  your  corresponrlent  look  once  more  at  the  expression? 

But,  fifilily,  I  have  joined  Mr.  Graham,  in  applauding  the  virtues  of 
abstinence  and  starvation.  When  and  where  have  1  joined  Mr.  Gra- 
ham ?  My  great  sin,  in  this  region,  is  that  I  will  not  join  Mr.  G.  Surely 
I  cannot  be  guilty  in  both  ways.  Again,  what  do  these  men  mean  by 
starvation?      Is  there  nothing  on  earth  fit  to  be  ealen  but  flesh  meat  ? 

Sixthly,  I  am  made  to  say  that  life  could  be  indefinitely  protracted,  if 
people  were  made  acquainted  with  the  discoveries  which  I  and  my  col- 
leaijues  have  made  in  dietetics.     Again,  I  ask,  when  or  where  ? 

Seventhly,  we  are  told  that  the  book  in  question  consists  of  the  stock 
of  Dr.  North  and  myself,  as  it  was  put  together  in  1836.  Is  this  the 
whole  truth  ? 

I  cannot  forbear  noticing  one  misrepresentation  more.     1  am  made  to 
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say,  If  I  understand  your  correspondent,  that  drinking,  at  all,  is  a  very 
bad  habit.  Now  I  have  never  said  this,  either  in  my  work  on  vegetable 
diet,  or  anywhere  else.  Let  the  sentence  where  1  have  taught  such  a 
doctrine  be  produced. 

These  are  specimens — Mr.  Editor — and  nothing  more,  of  the  misstate- 
ments and  errors  of  your  correspondent.  I  might  add  many,  very  many 
more.  But  1  will  not  be  tedious  because  he  may  have  been  so — not 
indeed  to  me,  but  probably  to  most  others.  On  the  contrary,  1  will  be 
as  brief  as  possible. 

In  his  first  number  he  says,  "  Our  food,  in  the  state  in  which  it 
comes  to  our  hands,  is  not  suitable  for  nourishment.  Our  organs  can  find 
no  nutriment  in  it."  iNothing  could  be  more  erroneous.  Without  say- 
ing that  it  is  best  in  that  condition,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  most 
persons  can  be  very  well  sustained  on  a  great  variety  of  articles,  as  they 
come  to  our  hands  ;  as  every  one  who  can  put  two  thoughts  together 
ought  to  know. 

He  says  adult  man  has  no  "  natural  diet."  It  is  not  so;  and  I  think 
that  to  him  belongs  the  task  of  proving  a  doctrine  so  ultra  and  so  ob- 
viously unfounded. 

He  proposes  many  a  hard  question,  as  he  no  doubt  regards  it,  but  I 
think  that  any  medical  man  who  has  read  the  book  he  [)retends  to  re- 
view, will  be  a  little  surprized  at  this.  He  will  be  especially  surprized 
at  the  tone  and  manner  in  wiiich  he  requests,  or  rather  demands,  a  reply. 
Most  of  the  questions  will  be  found  to  be  answered — and,  as  I  think, 
satisfactorily — in  the  work  which  is  made  the  subject  of  animadversion. 
For  a  reply  to  his  question  about  the  vegetable  millions  of  the  East,  let 
him  look  at  pages  231  and  263  ;  where  I  think  I  have  shown  both  the 
folly  and  the  unfairness  of  comparing,  in  this  matter,  the  Asiatic  with 
the  European.  Let  Asiatic  be  compared  with  Asiatic,  and  I  have  no 
fear  for  the  results. 

I  am  willins:;,  however,  to  answer,  gratuitously,  one  question.  "  How 
happens  it  that  the  flesh-eating  nations  of  Europe  are  so  far  from  having 
run  out,  that  they  furnish  better  specimens  of  fully  and  perfectly  de- 
veloped men  than  any  other  of  all  the  descendants  of  Adam  ?  Where 
shall  we  find  a  people,  who,  in  mental  and  physical  endowments,  can  be 
matched  with  the  Europeans  ?" 

My  reply  is,  that  the  flesh-eating  nations  of  Europe  do  not  furnish 
better  speciiuens  of  fully  and  perfectly  developed  men  than  the  vegeta- 
ble-eating nations  of  the  same  quarter  of  the  earth.  The  best  speci- 
mens of  physical  development  in  Eiu'ope  are  to  be  foimd  among  the 
peasants  in  Germany,  Switzerland,  Poland,  Austria,  and  the  north  of 
Italy,  whose  diet  is  of  the  simplest  kind,  and,  as  a  general  fact,  chiefly 
or  entirely  vegetable.  Nor  is  their  mental  development  inferior  to  that 
of  other  nations,  considering  their  advantages  and  the  nature  of  their 
religion  and  government.  But  the  South  Seas,  if  we  can  credit  the 
best  authorities,  furnish  specimens  of  physical  development,  far  belter 
still.  The  same  may  be  said — according  to  Myers  and  the  best  Euro- 
pean geographers  and  travellers — of  the  Japanese.  Nay  more,  they 
are  not  only  superior,  bodily   and   mentally,  to  all  the  other  southern 
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Asiatics,  but  almost  equal  to  tiie  best  nations  of  Europe  itself.  1  need 
not  say  to  medical  men,  how  tlie  South  Sea  Islanders  and  the  Japanese 
are  fed  ;  for  they  are  prohal)ly  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  to  which  the 
world  has  access  on  the  subject. 

1  will  only  add  that  much  which  your  correspondent  says  of  the  lon- 
gevity of  New  Englanders,  of  our  not  eating  too  much,  and  of  the 
appetite  as  a  competent  guide,  with  sundry  other  matters  not  less  true 
because  they  are  old,  and  not  more  true  because  they  have  been  told  a 
great  many  times  over,  has  very  little  weight  with  me.  The  joke 
about  eating  "  all  the  while,"  &,c.  &.c.  is  a  good  one  ;  but  unfortunately 
for  the  truth  in  the  matter,  by  leaving  out  the  phrase  "  for  a  time,"  the 
whole  meaning  is  changed.  Let  me  also  offer  one  word  of  counsel  to 
your  correspondent,  which  is,  that  when  he  sits  down  again  to  offer  his 
witticisms,  he  will  probably  find  it  better  for  himself  and  for  all  con- 
cerned, to  be  a  little  better  prepared  with  solid  argument,  provided  he 
should  want  it,  as  might  peradventure  happen.  Let  him  see,  moreover, 
that  he  understands  the  subject  in  debate  ;  and  let  hitn  at  least  try  to 
know  something  about  the  bills  of  mortality  of  his  own  town  and  those 
adjoining.  VV.   A.   Alcott. 

Providence,  R.  1.,  Dec.  7,  1838. 
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SUCCESSFUL   OPERATION    FOR  A  NEW   NOSE. 

The  case  which  we  are  about  relating,  is  the  second  rhinoplastic  opera- 
tion which  has  been  performed  in  Boston,  by  the  same  surgeon,  within  a 
comparatively  sliort  period  ;  and  as  both  have  been  perfectly  successful, 
there  is  more  pleasure  in  speaking  of  the  last,  as  we  did  of  the  first,  in  a 
plain,  simple  manner,  that  it  may  not  interfere  with  the  interest  of  a 
detailed,  scientific  account,  which  may  be  anticipated  in  the  Journal  at  a 
convenient  time.  It  is  due  to  the  profession,  especially,  that  every  fact 
connected  with  the  manner  in  which  this  important  operation  was  con- 
ducted, from  beginning  to  end,  should  be  faithfully  detailed. 

A  young  lady,  now  about  twenty-seven  years  of  nge,  belonging  to  the 
State  of  Maine,  thirteen  months  ago,  was  urged  i)y  an  uncle  to  consult 
a  medical  pretender  by  the  name  of  Nason,  of  Waterbury,  since  dead, 
in  consecpicnce  of  the  existence  of  a  small  wart,  as  she  denominates  it, 
near  the  lip  of  the  nose.  It  was  considered  a  cancerous  pimjile,  which 
should  bo  dispersed,  and  the  doctor,  therefore,  advised  the  application  of 
caustic.  This  produced  a  high  degree  of  inflammation,  which  was  so 
extensive  and  severe  that  poultices  were  used  for  reducing  it.  These 
were  continued,  it  seems,  a  considerable  time — for  on  the  fourteenth  day 
after  using  the  caustic,  in  the  act  of  taking  off  a  poultice,  the  entire 
fleshy  part  of  the  nose  dropped  ofi",  close  to  the  bones,  producing  a 
shocking  and  wholly  unlooked  for  calamity.  For  a  young  lady,  whose 
features  were   regular  and  handsome,  in  the  prime  of  life,  health,  hope 
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and  enjoyment,  nothing  could  have  been  so  disastrous  or  painfully  dis- 
tressing as  a  facial  deformity  of  this  character.  On  seeking  further  ad- 
vice from  the  same  source,  she  was  told,  by  way  of  encouragement,  that 
the  organ  would  grow  again,  and  eventually  be  perfectly  restored. 

Having  waited  thirteen  months,  without  discovering  any  indications 
of  a  reproduction  of  the  nose,  and  having  read  in  the  newspapers  an 
account,  which  was  extracted  from  this  Journal,  of  a  successful  talia- 
cotian  operation  in  Boston  (above  referred  to),  she  came  to  this  city  for 
surgical  advice.  This  was  in  August  last  ;  but  for  some  reason,  she  re- 
turned home,  and  again  arrived  in  Boston  early  in  November. 

Everything  being  in  readiness,  on  the  17lh  of  IVovember,  Dr.  J.  M. 
Warren  commenced  the  operation  by  taking  a  large  triangular  piece  of 
skin  from  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  which  was  detached,  except  a  small 
strip  between  the  eyes.  The  broad  flap,  on  being  reversed,  was  neces- 
sarily twisted  in  the  narrow  part.  The  edges  about  the  locality  of  the 
original  nose  were  pared,  and  the  edges  of  the  transported  material  for 
the  new  one,  nicely  adjusted  in  all  directions,  and  secured  by  ligatures 
instead  of  pins.  Keenly  as  the  unfortunate  patient  must  have  suffered 
— for  it  was  not  the  work  of  a  moment,  but  a  slow  process,  to  fit  one 
part  to  another — she  never  manifested  the  slightest  indications  of  uneasi- 
ness. Such  is  the  fortitude  of  females.  Finally,  the  best  part  of  the 
narration  may  be  expressed  in  a  few  lines.  Everything  worked  kindly 
— the  new  nose  knit  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  nostrils  and  wings  are 
well  turned,  and  promise  to  go  on  improving  in  appearance.  We  called 
upon  the  heroic  patient  the  other  day,  and  found  her  sitting  in  a  com- 
fortable great  chair  at  the  breakfast  table,  free  from  pain,  the  inflamma- 
tion having  subsided,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  soon  being  in  a  condition  to 
return  to  her  friends. 

This  is  truly  another  triumph  of  science  and  art,  in  the  restoration  of 
that  essential  feature  of  the  face,  on  which  expression  and  articulation 
ne(;essarily  depend.  The  patient  came  here  an  object  of  digust  to  her- 
self, and  exciting  the  deep  sympathy  and  commiseration  of  all  who 
chanced  to  see  her  ;  but  she  leaves  Boston,  a  living  monument  of  the 
boundless  resources  of  human  ingenuity,  with  a  deep  feeling  of  gratitude 
towards  God  and  the  surgeon,  not  to  be  expressed,  and  only  to  be  felt,  in 
full  force,  in  the  secret  recesses  of  a  woman's  heart. 


Cleft-Palate  Instrument. — An  editorial  notice  has  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Evening  Star,  announcing  the  invention  of  something  extraordi- 
nary in  the  way  of  surgical  instruments  for  performing  operations  on 
cleft  palate  and  hare  lip,  by  Dr.  E.  H.  Dixon,  pupil  of  the  late  Dr. 
Hosack,  &c.  It  is  pretty  evident  that  this  gentleman  is  determined  to 
make  his  locality  extensively  known.  Jt  is  questionable  whether  he  is 
entitled  to  as  much  merit  as  he  seems  to  claim  on  the  score  of  pathologi- 
cal knowledge.  With  regard  to  the  instruments,  before  blowing  the 
trumpet  to  the  annoyance  of  the  neighborhood,  it  might  be  well  to  get 
the  opinion  of  experienced  surgeons  upon  the  value  of  the  improvement, 
if  such  it  claims  to  be. 


University  of  JVeiv  York. — Dr.  A.  Sidney  Doane,  of  New  York,  for- 
merly of  Boston,  extensively  known  as  an  able  translator  of  numerous 
professional  works,  has  been  elected  professor  of  physiology  io  the  medi- 


322  Medical  Intelligence. 

cal  department  of  the  University  of  New  York.  We  congratulate  the 
institution.  A  man  better  fitted  to  give  character  to  the  chair  could  not 
have  been  selected  in  the  Union. 


Litholomij. — Dr.  Knight,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  School 
at  New  Haven,  recently  performed  the  operation  of  lithotomy  in  Middle- 
town,  Conn.  The  calculus  was  Jive  inches  in  diameter,  and  u-eighed  six 
hundred  and  ninely-onc  grains.  The  patient  is  represented  to  be  doing 
well. 


Artificial  Eyelid. — A  southern  correspondent  writes  as  follows  : — "In 
one  of  the  back  numbers  o("  the  Journal  (p.  130,  Vol.  18)  is  mentioned 
the  discovery  of  a  new  method  of  making  an  artificial  eyelid.  This  dis- 
covery is  not  original,  at  least  with  him  who  pretends  to  claim  it.  You 
will  find,  by  referring  to  the  Nesv  York  Medical  and  Physical  Journal, 
JVo.  2,  New  Series,  for  1829,  an  account  of  the  first  attempt  of  this  kind 
ever  made,  and  which  happily  succeeded.  It  was  by  one  Dr.  Abner 
Hoplon,  of  Clinton,  N.  Carolina.  The  doctor  never  made  any  boast  of 
his  simple  invention.  He  merely  published  the  naked  facts  in  a  very 
few  words.  Nevertheless,  when  another  lays  claim  to  its  originality,  it  is 
expedient  that  we  render  unto  Caesar  that  which  is  Caesar's." 


Medical  Prize. — The  Medical  Society  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  offer  a  prize 
of  fifty  dollars,  or  its  equivalent,  to  be  designated  by  the  successful  com- 
petitor, for  the  best  approved  original  essay,  On  the  use  and  abuse  of  Calo- 
mel, as  a  therapeutic  agent. 

The  following  are  the  arrangements  adopted  by  the  Society  : 

1.  The  essay  shall  not  exceed  forty  octavo  pages. 

2.  Essays,  intended  for  the  competition,  are  to  be  directed, /j'ce  of  ex- 
pense, "To  the  Secretary  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Augusta,  Ga.,"  and 
must  be  in  his  possession  by  the  first  of  May,  1839.  Each  essay  must 
be  endorsed  with  a  motto,  which  must  be  also  on  an  accompanying  sealed 
letter,  containing  the  name  and  address  of  the  writer. 

3.  The  Medical  Society  will,  as  a  body,  proceed  to  the  reading  and 
inspection  of  all  the  essays  received  by  the  Secretary,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable after  the  1st  day  of  May,  18.39,  and  will  deterniine  by  the  vote  of 
the  majority,  on  the  successful  essay.  After  such  decision,  the  letter 
bearing  the  corresponding  motto,  will  be  opened,  and  the  essay  published 
under  the  name  of  the  author,  in  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal. 

4.  Should  none  of  the  essays  be  judged  worthy  of  the  prize  proposed, 
they  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  subject  to  the  order  of 
their  authors,  for  three  months,  the  names  remaining  under  seal  ;  after 
which,  if  nut  otherwise  directed,  they  will  be  considered  the  property  of 
the  Society. — South.  Med.  Jour. 


i 


Vascular  Organization  of  the  Crystalline  Lens. — The  existence  of  ves- 
sels in  the  crystalline  is  doubted  by  many,  who  imagine  that  nourishment 
is  conveyed  to  it  by  the  small  quantity  of  fluid — the  liquor  Morgagni — 
that  we  meet  with  in  the  capsule  of  the  lens  ;  or,  according  to  Sir  David 
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Brewster,  by  the  aqueous  humor  of  the  eye.  But  the  fact  that  the  lens 
is  supplied  with  vessels  from  its  capsule,  is  proved  from  injections  having 
been  made  to  pass  from  one  to  the  other,  not  only  in  different  animals, 
but  in  some  instances  in  the  human  eye.  The  existence  of  these  ves- 
sels seems  probable,  also,  from  the  circumstance,  noticed  occasionally, 
of  the  sudden  formation  of  cataracts,  where  the  most  complete  degree  of 
opacity  of  the  lens  took  place  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  from  the  first 
sensation  of  dimness.  In  more  than  one  of  these  cases,  extraction 
showed  that  the  lens  was  opaque,  while  the  capsule  retained  its  trans- 
parency entire. 

Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Channing's  oration  before  the  New  York 
Physician's  Society,  on  Homceopathy,  meets  with  harsh  treatment  ;  no 
one  likes  it — not  even  the  author,  by  this  time. — Drs.  McDowell  and  Me 
Gill  have  sailed  from  Baltimore,  for  Cape  Palraas,  Africa,  in  the  service 
of  the  Colonization  Society. — Dr.  McLung  was  recently  killed  near 
Bexar,  Texas,  by  the  Indians. — Dr.  Bell's  Eclectic  Journal,  for  Decem- 
ber, commences  the  re-publication,  from  this  Journal,  of  Dr.  Hayward's 
surgical  report.  The  monthlies  do  not  always  avoid  the  division  of  arti- 
cles— the  objection  sometimes  made  to  the  weeklies.  Dr.  B.'s  last  Select 
Library  contains  the  first  part  of  that  valuable  work.  Hunter's  Prin- 
ciples of  Surgery. — A  correspondent  in  South  Carolina  hopes  that  Mr. 
Combe  will  visit  that  part  of  the  country,  where,  he  says,  many  warm 
friends  will  be  found  to  greet  him. — A  half  Part  of  No.  5  of  Copland's 
Dictionary  has  been  published  in  London,  which  proceeds  as  far  as  Inf. 
The  English  edition  is  to  comprise  6  Parts.  We  have  not  heard  whether 
any  arrangements  have  been  made  for  continuing  the  American  edition. 
— Sir  Anthony  Carlisle  has  had  a  trial  at  Westminster  Hospital,  by  a 
committee  of  inquiry,  for  alleged  misconduct  in  the  case  of  an  insane 
patient,  and  acquitted. — A  case  lately  occurred  in  England,  in  which  18 
grs.  of  blue  pill,  taken  in  the  course  of  three  days,  proved  fatal  to  the 
patient. — A  correspondent  in  the  Lancet  states  that  he  has  recently 
arrested  the  decomposition  of  some  fishes  preserved  in  spirit  in  imperfectly 
stopped  bottles,  by  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  tannin  to  the  spirit. 

To  Correspondents. — We  are  compelled  to  defer,  till  next  week,  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  effects  of  breathing  carbonic  acid  gas,  in  a  recent  case  at 
Cambridge.     Other  favors  are  also  deferred. 

DiEn,— In  Chester,  Dr.  Martin  Phelps,  82, 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Hoston  IVir  the  week  ending  Dec.  15,  32.     Males,  12 — females.  20. 

Of  consumption,  8 — old  age,  2— hrain  fever,  1 — child-bed,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — dropsy,  2— disease 
of  the  lunas.  I — drowned,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  5 — typhous  fever,  1 — dysentery,  1 — in- 
fantile, 2— intemperance,  1 — abscess,  1. 


MEDICAL  ALMANAC  for  1839,  for  sale  at  the  Medical  Journal  office.  Piice75ct3.  On  account 
of  the  binding,  these  cannot  be  sent  by  mail. 

Also,  for  sale,  a  few  copies  of  Dr.  Tuckerman's  Letter  to  Dr.  Warren,  on  the  climate  of  Santa 
Cruz.     Price  12  1-2  cts.  Dec.  19. 

FOR   SALE, 

Within  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  an  estate  now  occupied  by  a  physician,  who  is  about  to  leave  the 
place.  It  will  be  sold  at  cost,  which  is  between  2500  and  3000  dollars.  The  practice  is  a  valuable 
one,  as  can  be  satisfiictorily  shown  to  any  applicant.  For  name  and  place,  inquire  at  this  office  ;  if 
by  mail,  post  paid.  Nov  21 — 3t 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Puke  VicciNE 
Virus  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar,  postpaid,  without  wliich  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.         Oct.  25. 
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ALBANY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  course  of  lecturer  In  iliis  liislltiitiiiii  will  commence  on  Wed.vesdav,  the  2d  of  January, 
1833,  and  continue  sixteen  weeks.  Tlie  new  and  e.xteiisive  College  editice,  which  has  hecn  coin- 
pletei  during  the  past  siiniMier,  is  situated  in  a  central  positidii,  and  in  architectural  character,  di- 
niensiiins,  and  internal  arrani;ement,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  medical  instruction. 
Tne  museum  of  tlie  iii-itliution  occupies  a  room  lifty  feet  si|uare,  two  stories  high,  with  a  gallery, and 
glass  cases  above  and  below.  It  is  furnished  with  an  extensive  and  choice  collection  of  specimens 
In  healthy  and  morliid  anatomy,  together  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  magnified  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparaiion  necessary  to  illustrate  the  deparlmenis  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, Surgery  and  Obstetrics.  The  other  departments  are  j)rovided  with  ample  means  for  illustra- 
tion, and  with  all  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  The  Anatomical  Theatre,  which  will  be  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  brandies, 
is  fifty  feet  square,  with  seats  for  100  persons,  arranged  in  a  circular  manner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  whicli  is  lighted  by  a  large  dome  anil  sky-liglit  immediately  above  it.  The  dissecting  rooms, 
which  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  iniinediate  charge 
of  the  Professor  of  .Anatomy,  by  whom  every  facility  will  bt  provided  for  the  cultivation  of  practical 
anatomy  and  operative  surgery. 

i'lirt  One  iiicil  Lili  ir.iuiry  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed.  The  course  in  Chemistiy  and  Natural  History  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnished  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Uotany,  and  to  some 
extent  in  Comparative  .Anatomy.  In  .Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designed  to  exhibit  as  many  facts  and  illustiations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  a  demonsiraiive  one. 

There  will  be  clinical  liistrnctiim  in  Surgery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  Connected  with  the  .\lmshouse,  where  there  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  .All  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  all  the  powers  and  privileges  conferred  by 
other  inedica!  institutions  of  the  Slate,  will  he  secured  to  the  graduate.  The  requirements  of  candi- 
dates for  graduation  .are  the  same  as  at  other  institutions. 

The  lectures  in  the  diir<;rent  departments  wiil  be  delivered  as  follows: 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  by        -        .        -        -        Aldepc  Makch,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  i>f  Medicine,  by      -----     David  M.  Reese,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  .Vatura!  History,  by     -        -        -        -        -        Ekenezer  Kmmo.ns,  M.D. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology ,  by  .        .        -        -        -        -    James  II.  .'Viimsbv,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  W^omen  and  Children,  by       -        HtNhy  (;ree>e,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by         -----     David  .M.  MM^achlan,  .M.D. 

Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  ------         Amos  Dean,  Esq. 

The  price  of  tickets  to  all  the  lectures  is  .$6.3.  Graduation  fee,  §20.    .Matriculation  fee,  .*5.    Dissect- 
ing fee,  .$1.     Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  any  incorporated  institution,  are  required  to  pay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 
The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  $2,50  to  §3,00  per  week. 

4/Aa;iy,  1838.  031*  i.  H.  ARMSBY,  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

MEDICAL    INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  Medical  instruction.  Students  will  be 
admitted  to  the  medical  and  surgical  departments  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  may  see 
cases  in  one  of  the  Dispensary  Districts,  and  have  abundant  opportunities  for  observing  the  smallpox 
and  varioloid  diseases.  They  will  receive  clinical  instruction  upon  the  cases  wliich  they  witness, 
and  during  the  interval  of  the  regular  lectures  at  the  (College,  tliey  will  receive  instruction  by  lec- 
tures and  recitations  upon  the  various  departnienls  of  medical  science.  Ample  opportunities  will 
be  afTorded  for  the  cultivation  of  Practical  Anatomy.  They  have  access  to  a  large  library,  and  are 
provided  with  a  study,  free  of  expense. 

.Applications  may  be  made  to  either  of  the  subscribers.  M.  S.  PERRY,  M.D. 

H.  I.  IIOUDITCH,  M.D. 
J.  V.  V.  SMITH,  M.D. 
July  25— eoptN— emtJy  U.  G.  WILEY,  M.D. 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  givinc  a  complete  course  of  medical  in.ttruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  .Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  'i'hey  will  be  admitted,  also,  lo  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  wliereopportnnlties  will  be  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  componndlng  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  'I'o  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  Ihose  in  ilielast  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  ncqiraiiitaiice  with  private  niediral  and  obslelric  practice.  Instruction  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  given  in  tin?  different  bianclies  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lerlurrs  of  the  I'niversity.  Hooks,  and  a  room  with  tire  and  lights,  will  he  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instriicters.  (lEORtJE  C.  SHATTUCK, 

WAI/PKR  CHANNING, 
Jfill.N  WARE, 
Oct  31— eplf  GKOKCI",   \V.   OTIS,   Jr. 

WI.\.SH)W   l.r.WIS,  Jr. 


THE  nOSTO.V  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesdny,  by 
1).  CLAPP,  JR.nt  181  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklin  Street,  to  whom  nil  communlcnllon.' 
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EFFECTS   PRODUCED   BY   BREATHING  CARBONIC  ACID   GAS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — My  time  has  been  so  entirely  engrossed  since  I  received 
your  note  of  the  1st  inst.,  that  I  have  not  had  a  leisure  moment  to  send 
you  an  answer ;  and  for  what  I  may  now  send,  I  am  entirely  dependent 
on  my  memory  for  the  particulars,  as  1  took  no  notes  of  the  cases. 

Between  the  hours  of  five  and  six  o'clock,  Sunday  morning,  Novem- 
ber 25,  I  was  called  to  visit  two  young  men,  Alva  Goodwin  and  Robert 
Denvir,  employed  in  the  kitchen  of  Harvard  University,  the  former  as  a 
waiter,  the  latter  as  a  baker,  in  a  state  of  asphyxia  from  the  respiration 
of  carbonic  acid  gas.  They  were  found  in  a  state  of  total  insensibility 
to  all  external  impressions.  An  iron  kettle  stood  at  the  foot  of  their 
bed,  containing  some  ashes  and  a  few  pieces  of  half-consumed  charcoal ; 
and  a  lamp,  placed  on  a  high  writing  desk,  was  still  burning.  Their 
sleeping  room  was  a  small  apartment  in  the  basement  of  University 
Hall,  measuring  10  by  8  feet,  and  about  8  feet  in  height.  Two  sides 
of  this  room  are  very  tightly  ceiled,  and  will  not  admit  the  passage  of* 
air.  The  other  two  sides  have,  at  about  three  feet  from  the  floor,  four 
glass  sliding  sashes  of  sixteen  lights  each,  8  by  12,  and  a  door.  Be- 
tween these  sashes  there  was,  on  each  side  of  the  room,  a  small  aper- 
tur& — on  one  side,  of  one  sixth  to  one  eighth  of  an  inch  in  width  ;  and 
on  the  other,  of  one  twelfth  of  an  inch,  and  the  length  corresponding  to 
that  of  the  sash.  These  men  were,  to  appearance,  in  the  same  position 
as  when  they  fell  asleep — they  were  covered — their  eyes  were  closed, 
but  there  flowed  from  their  mouths  a  frothy  saliva  which  was  dried  on 
their  faces  and  partly  closed  their  mouths.  Their  aspect,  respiration, 
pulse,  &,c.  were  dissimilar.  Denvir's  face  was  suffused  and  purple,  expres- 
sive of  the  most  agonized  sufl'erings — the  temporal  artery  distended  and 
prominent — respiration  was  rapid  and  sonorous,  resembling  a  groan  more 
than  snoring — the  pulse  moderately  full  but  frequent — the  muscles  some- 
what rigid  and  contracted — the  pupil  dilated.  Goodwin's  appearance 
was  that  of  calm  and  tranquil  sleep.  His  countenance  was  not  flushed, 
but  of  a  pale,  leaden  aspect.  His  lips  and  ears  were  livid — respiration 
inaudible  at  a  short  distance,  was  exceedingly  short  and  suffocative,  with 
intervals  of  suspension.  His  pulse  rapid,  but  small,  and  at  times  almost 
imperceptible — the  pupil  contracted,  but  the  retina  was  sensible  to  the 
impression  of  light — the  muscular  system  relaxed  and  powerless;  in  fact 
he  appeared  like  one  whose  functions  and  powers  of  the  system  were 
almost  extinguished. 

21 
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Finding  them  in  this  condition,  we  freely  admitted  fresh  air — dashed 
cold  water  into  their  faces  and  over  the  chest,  and  itntnediaiely  had  the 
parts  and  all  the  limbs  rubhed  briskly  with  hot  dry  cloths — applied  bot- 
tles of  hot  water  to  their  feet  and  limbs,  and  alter  cleansing  out  their 
mouths  and  nostrils  and  they  could  swallow,  gave  them  small  quantities 
of  warm  brandy  and  water,  and  occasionally  small  quantities  of  spt.  am- 
monia, which  was  added  to  their  brandy  and  water.  Denvir,  who 
seemed  to  require  venesection  the  most,  was  bled  first,  which  afforded 
some  trifling  relief  to  his  respiration.  Afterwards,  failing  to  rouse  the 
powers  of  life  in  Goodwin,  and  almost  against  hope,  I  bled  him,  with 
apparent  benefit.  His  pulse  rose  immediately,  and  became  more  dis- 
tinct— his  respiration  more  full  and  deep.  Continuins;  the  frictions  and 
the  application  of  dry  heat,  and  the  administration  of  small  quantities  of 
the  stimulating  drinks,  we  gave  enemata  of  salts  in  solut.  and  aq.  am- 
monia, which  produced  free  and  copious  evacuations.  At  this  period 
Denvir  vomited  spontaneously,  and  by  his  trembling  and  the  rigidity  of 
his  muscles,  gave  indications  of  his  being  sensible  to  the  impressions  of 
cold.  We  had  them  immediately  removed  to  a  long  capacious  hall,  that 
was  well  ventilated,  and  put  into  dry,  warm  beds,  continuing  the  fric- 
tions, application  of  heat,  &c.  In  this  condition  we  gave  them,  at 
short  intervals,  slight  shocks  of  electricity  through  the  diaphragm,  heart, 
and  body,  in  different  directions.  Afterwards  we  submitted  them  to 
slight  shocks  of  galvanism.  They  were  differently  affected  by  this 
agent.  In  Denvir  it  produced  powerful  muscular  contractions,  opening 
of  the  eyes  and  groaning  ;  in  Goodwin,  merely  slight  spasmodic  twitch- 
ings.  A  short  time  before  we  applied  electricity,  we  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining,  by  the  assistance  of  certain  gentlemen,  undergraduates  of  the 
University,  some  oxygen  gas,  which  had  been  administered  to  them, 
either  pure  or  combined  with  different  proportions  of  atmospheric  air, 
and  we  continued  its  use  during  the  rest  of  Sunday,  and  a  part  of  the 
evening,  with  decided  benefit.  It  changed  the  livid,  purple  color  of  the 
lips  and  face  to  a  more  florid  and  healthy  appearance.  It  rendered  the 
pulse  more  full  and  regidar,  and  the  respiration  more  natural.  They 
were  also  cupped  at  the  nape  of  the  neck — put  into  a  warm  bath — the 
spine  was  rubbed  with  a  preparation  of  equal  |)arts  of  spt.  turpentine 
and  linct.  flies,  and  the  same  was  applied  to  the  inside  of  their  legs 
and  ankles,  which  produced  extensive  vesication.  This  was  the  course 
of  treatment  pursued,  with,  perhaps,  some  trifling  variation,  from  half 
past  five,  A.  Si.  to  seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sunday  Evening. — At  this  time  there  was  a  change  in  both  of  them. 
In  Denvir,  the  agonized  and  pur[)le  countenance  had  settled  into  the 
calm  and  quiet  expression  of  tranquil  sleep.  The  pulse  and  respiration 
had  diminished  in  frequency.  The  skin  had  assunied  a  more  natural 
and  healthy  appearance,  and  at  different  periods  since  three  o'clock  he 
had  given  repeated  indications  of  returning  consciousness.  Goodwin's 
face  had  now  become  fltished — his  respiration  regular,  but  rapid  and  la- 
borious, occasionally  with  a  groan — his  pulse  full,  hard  and  frequent, 
from  150  to  160  in  a  minute — burnir)g  heat  of  the  skin — pupil  more 
conlracled,  with  a  lateral  rolling  of  the  eyes  with  the  regularity  and  pre- 
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cision  of  the  pendulum  of  a  clironometer.  This  last  circumstance  was 
first  observed  in  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  and  continued,  with  but  tri- 
fling variation,  wheiher  tlie  eyes  were  open  or  shut,  until  he  expired. 
A  dose  of  senna  and  sails  was  given  to  each  of  them  late  this  evening. 
On  Denvir,  it  produced,  the  following  morning,  free  and  copious  evacua- 
tions. He  came  to  his  consciousness  about  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  even- 
ing. He  was  restless,  and  exercised  with  much  pain  in  his  head  and 
limbs  during  the  night,  but  remained  silent,  and  appeared  to  notice,  with 
much  solicitude,  when  awake,  wiiatever  was  done  for  his  fellow  sufTerer. 
He  passed  most  of  the  following  day  and  night  in  a  quiet  sleep,  and  on 
Tuesday,  at  eleven  o'clock,  he  was  dressed,  walked  to  a  carriage  at 
the  University  steps,  and  was  carried  to  Charlestown.  Since  that  time 
he  has  walked  to  Cambridge,  apparently  well. 

Goodwin's  cathartic  did  not  operate  until  two  or  three  drops  of  croton 
oil  had  been  given,  and  followed  by  an  enema.  On  Monday,  the  mor- 
bid reaction  not  having  been  subdued  by  the  cathartic,  blisters,  cold  af- 
fusions lo  the  head,  Sic,  the  temporal  artery  was  divided  and  five  ounces 
of  blood  was  withdrawn,  with  little  or  no  efTect.  The  temporal  artery 
on  the  opposite  side  was  divided  on  Tuesday  morning,  with  no  better 
success,  and  he,  remaining  in  the  same  deep  apoplectic  sleep  as  on  Sun- 
day evening,  the  pupil  becoming  more  and  more  contracted,  expired  at 
half  past  six  o'clock  on  Wednesday  evening. 

It  is  truly  astonishing  that  these  men  were  found  alive  after  having 
been  exposed  so  long  to  the  influence  of  so  fatal  and  poisonous  an  agent. 
That  there  must  have  been  a  large  quantity  of  gas  generated,  appears 
highly  probable  when  the  quantity  of  coal  that  was  consumed  is  taken 
into  consideration.  Denvir  stated,  on  Tuesday,  after  he  had  perfectly 
recovered  his  consciousness  and  recollection,  that  on  Saturday  night,  at 
ten  o'clock,  he  put  into  an  iron  kettle  a  large  gravel  shovel  full  of  ig- 
nited coals  from  the  kitchen  fire,  upon  which  he  threw  four  shovels  full 
of  fresh  charcoal  from  a  basket,  and  carried  it  immediately,  attended  by 
his  bed-fellow,  into  their  sleeping  room,  and  placed  it  near  the  foot  of  the 
bed.  Atmospheric  air  must  have  found  access  into  the  room,  or  the 
lamp  would  have  been  extinguished  ;  and  the  circumstance  that  the 
air  was  admitted  into  the  room  on  Denvir's  side,  may  be  one  reason  why 
he  was  not  so  severely  affected  by  the  gas  as  his  bed-fellow.  No  doubt 
his  age,  and  the  vigor  of  his  constitution,  rendered  him  more  able  to  re- 
sist its  power.  It  is  well  known  that  the  power  of  resistance  to  this 
narcotic  agent  appears  to  be  less  in  youth  than  in  maturer  years.  Den- 
vir is  a  remarkably  muscular  man,  with  a  broad,  capacious  chest,  of 
temperate  habits,  nearly  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  weighs  about  150. 
Goodwin,  although  of  temperate  habits,  of  a  fine  symmetrical  figure,  six 
feet  in  height,  and  weighing  180,  was  not  twenty  years  of  age. 

Of  the  different  agents  employed  for  their  restoration,  warmth,  fric- 
tion, electricity  and  oxygen  gas  appeared  to  be  the  most  efficacious. 
Each  exhibition  of  the  last  mentioned  article  gave  decided  indications  of 
benefit.  The  warm  bath,  although  applied  with  the  utmost  caution  in 
regard  to  its  quantity  of  heat,  he,  was  of  a  doubtful  character — it  appeared 
to  injure  rather  than  benefit  them,  particularly  Denvir. 
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And  now,  dear  Sir,  1  cannot  close  tliis  hasty,  imperfect  communica- 
tion, without  ex[)ressing  iny  obligation  to  my  friend  Dr.  Morrill  Wyman, 
of  this  place,  who  was  called  in  attendance  at  the  same  time  with  my- 
self, for  his  assistance  and  co-operation  during  the  whole  of  the  treat- 
ment ;  and  the  self-[)ossession,  good  judgment,  and  practical  skill  he 
there  evinced,  well  worthy  of  matnrer  years,  excited  my  highest  admi- 
ration. And  I  would  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  noble-spirited 
exertions  and  assistance  of  Drs.  Webster,  Bigelow,  Harris  and  Oliver. 

Yours,  truly, 

Cambridge,  Dec.  1,  1838.  S.  Plympton. 


ON  THE  EVOLUTION  OF  ORGANIC  EXISTENCES. 

[Concluded  from  page  316.] 

Commencing,  as  we  do,  the  study  of  physiology  in  the  more  perfect 
structures,  we  accustom  ourselves  to  witness  a  complicated  apparatus 
with  every  variety  of  function,  and  hence  very  naturally  conclude  that 
the  latter  springs  from  the  former.  Did  we  interpret  appearances  so  far 
only  as  to  infer  that  such  and  such  degrees  of  complications  were  neces- 
sary to  the  perfection  of  a  functional  action  in  a  system  where  a  number 
of  functions  are  carried  on  simultaneously,  the  inference  would  be 
legitimate.  But  we  are  imposed  on  by  the  constant  appearance  between 
the  organ  and  function,  and  the  error  which  we  fall  into,  involves  impor- 
tant consequences,  in  regard  to  all  our  reasonings  respecting  health  and 
disease.  Its  direct  effect  is  to  magnify  the  importance  of  anatomy  in 
physiological  speculation,  and  to  place  that  first  which  should  always 
be  second  as  an  element  of  reasoning.  Healthy  anatomy  should  pre- 
cede healthy  function.  Morbid  anatomy  should  precede  diseased  func- 
tion ;  and  anatomical  characters  should  indicate  the  kind  of  function  to 
an  extent  irreconcilable  with  reason  and  fact,  according  to  this  view. 

For  example,  the  vegetable-eater  believing  that  the  stomach  was  formed 
for  digesting  and  the  teeth  for  chewing,  logically  concludes  that  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  stomach  and  the  shape  of  the  teetli  indicate,  with  unerring 
precision,  the  kind  of  food  adapted  to  the  animal.  Hence,  because  the 
teeth  of  man  resemble  the  teeth  of  the  monkey,  and  the  monkey  is  a 
vegetable-eater,  man  must  be  a  vegeiable-eater  also.  The  short  life  of 
the  monkey,  compared  with  that  of  man,  goes  for  nothing.  The  supe- 
riority of  carnivorous  animals  over  herbivorous,  and  the  superiority  of 
these  last  in  proportion  as  their  food  is  n)ore  concentrated,  are  trifles, 
when  brought  in  competition  with  anatomical  distinctions.  Nor  does 
the  facility  with  which  those  animals  which  live  on  the  more  concen- 
trated forms  of  vegetable  food  become  capable  of  digesting  animal  food, 
and  vice  versa,  weigh  at  all  with  the  vegetable-eater.  Because,  he 
says,  if  God  formed  man  to  live  on  vegetable  food,  and  has  made  his 
will  manifest  by  the  construction  of  his  digestive  organs,  every  deviation 
from  that  mode  of  life  is  a  violation  of  God's  law,  is  therefore  sin,  and 
at  war  with  man's  organization.  But  no  such  inference  follows  neces- 
sarily, if  we  suppose  that  the  organ  is  formed  during  the  exercise  of  the 
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function.  For  though,  undoubtedly,  great  and  remarkable  anatomical 
differences  would  indicate  a  difference  in  the  kind  of  food  appropriate  to 
the  animal,  slight  ones  would  not;  and  tiie  modifying  influence  of  habit 
would  receive  a  higher  estimation.  The  resemblance  between  the  teeth 
of  the  monkey  and  man,  is,  for  instance,  only  a  part  of  the  general  re- 
semblance of  his  body  to  the  body  of  man — the  consequence  of  his 
being  the  first  in  the  scale  of  gradation  below  ;  and  so  far  from  being  an 
indication  of  the  food  proper  to  man,  is  unworthy  to  be  taken  into  the 
account.  He  lives  on  vegetable  food  simply  because  he  can  provide 
himself  with  it  easiest. 

Not  only  are  slight  anatomical  distinctions  magnified  far  beyond  their 
true  value,  but  they  are  sought  for  where  they  do  not  exist.  Physiolo- 
gists play  at  blind  man's  buff  and  hunt  the  slipper  within  the  cavity  of 
the  cranium,  when  they  look  for  the  organs  of  locomotion  or  sensation 
or  amativeness.  So  rigidly  orthodox  are  they  in  the  idea  that  the  brain 
is  an  extremely  complex  organ,  that  they  deem  it  rank  heresy  to  ima- 
gine for  a  moment  that  it  is  little  else  than  a  lump  of  fat  floating  in 
water.  So  rigidly  Baconian  are  they  in  their  method  of  philosophizing, 
that  they  pile  their  facts  one  upon  another,  as  a  mason  builds  a  stone  wall 
by  the  job,  without  taking  the  precaution  to  lay  the  largest  rocks  at  the 
bottom.*  By  and  bye  sprouts  up  another  wall  of  the  same  materials 
and  dimensions,  and  resting  on  the  same  foundation.  How  they  will 
stand  together  without  crowding,  is  a  problem. 

Volumes  have  been  written  to  prove  the  muscular  structure  of  the 
iris,  of  the  urethra,  and  of  the  coats  of  the  arteries,  simply  because 
contractility  being  a  property  of  muscular  fibre,  as  supposed,  that  is,  the 
muscles  being  formed  to  contract,  it  is  inconceivable  that  this  property 
can  manifest  itself  where  there  is  no  muscular  fibre.  It  is  easy  to  con- 
ceive, on  the  supposition  that  muscular  contraction  forms  muscular  fibre, 
of  tissues  existing  in  certain  positions  which  are  neither  distinctly  mus- 
cular nor  elastic,  but  betwixt  both.  The  same  kind  of  action  that  de- 
velopes  muscular  fibre  in  the  intestinal  tube,  would  develope  the  yellow 
elastic  tissue  in  an  arterial  tube  between  the  external  and  internal  coats, 
or  a  different  tissue  in  the  urethra.  That  which  developes  the  levator 
ani  might  also  dev<.'lope  the  iris,  and  a  difference  in  the  structures  would 
result,  corresponding  to  the  difference  in  the  circumstances. 

My  reasons  for  regarding  functional  action  as  the  cause  of  organic 
structure,  are  briefly  these  : 

1.  Every  function  in  the  animal  economy  shows  itself  previous  to  the 
development  of  the  organ.  Circulation  begins  before  a  va«cular  sys- 
tem ;  secretion  before  a  glandular ;  digestion  long  before  anything  like  a 
stomach;  and  sensation,  or  something  very  much  like  it,  before  the  ner- 
vous structure. 

2.  The  office  of  bone  is  for  its  particles  to  remain  at  rest ;  and  we 
find  that  other  structures  change  into  bone,  when,  from  interruption  to 
their  function,  they  have  remained  long  in  this  state,  as  in  the  anchylosis 
of  joints  and  the  inner  coats  of  the  arteries  in  old  persons.    The  vitreous 

*  Gall  began  his  observation  of  lieads  without  any  order  or  system,  except  the  sense  of  tench,  to 
guide  him. 
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humor  and  the  retina,  when  their  proper  function  has  not  been  exer- 
cised for  a  length  of  time,  have  been  found  ossified.  In  case  of  frac- 
ture, if  the  fraguients  be  kept  at  rest,  they  unite  by  bone;  if  allowed  to 
move,  they  unite  by  ligament.  A  ruptured  ligament  unites  by  bone  if 
kept  at  rest  to  a  degree  beyond  what  is  natural  to  it.  A  ruptured  uuis- 
cle  unites  by  ligament,  because  it  is  not  capable  of  performing  its  func- 
tion. This  ligament  approaches  more  and  more  to  the  character  of 
muscular  structure,  in  proportion  as  the  proper  function  of  the  muscle 
is  exercised. 

3.  Serous  membranes  are  foimd  wherever  friction  is  exercised,  lining 
the  organs  of  the  cranium,  chest  and  abdonien,  the  joints,  and  interposed 
between  the  muscles  where  tliey  n'.ove  over  eacli  other  (aponeuioses). 
Should  friction  take  place  abnormally,  as  in  the  case  of  dislocation  and 
the  formation  of  a  false  joint,  or  should  organic  matter  be  thrown  out 
where  friction  is  natural  to  the  part,  as  in  pleurisy,  in  either  case  the 
serous  structure  arises  de  novo,  by  a  law  of  the  economy,  and  not  from 
any  manifest  design  to  adapt  tlie  means  to  the  end.  In  these  cases  it  is 
plain  that  friction  itself  forms  them.  In  severe  peritoneal  inflammation, 
such  as  to  put  a  stop  to  tlie  natural  motions  of  the  bowels,  the  convolu- 
tions of  the  intestines  are  sometimes  glued  together ;  and  the  same  fact 
has  been  witnessed  with  regard  to  the  convolutions  of  the  brain. 

4.  The  mucous  membranes  become  skin  when  exposed  to  the  action  of 
the  air,  and  are  developed  in  fistulas  and  chronic  abscesses,  as  well  as  in 
their  natural  situations.  In  these  instances  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
they  owe  their  origin  to  that  process  of  secretion  that  is  going  on  in  the 
part;  and  if  in  these,  why  not  in  all  instances? 

5.  We  can  understand,  on  the  principle  of  "  means  loan  end,"  how 
a  structure  should  occur  in  its  natural  place.  But  it  affords  no  expla- 
nation how  that  structure  should  occur  out  of  its  place,  or  be  developed 
in  any  other  part  of  the  body.  If  the  brain  was  formed  for  thinking, 
shoidd  not  thought  lake  place  in  encephaloiti  tumors  also?  When  the 
testicles  or  the  mainmse  undergo  the  cerebriform  degeneration,  or  the 
limgs  are  changed  into  liver,  is  it  not  idle  not  to  suppose  that  the  vital 
action  going  on  in  the  preternatural  part  is  as  analogous  to  that  of  the 
natural  development  as  the  textures  are  similar  ? 

6.  Still  less  can  we  understand,  if  an  organ  is  formed  to  accomplish 
the  function,  how  that  function,  in  case  of  disease  of  the  organ,  is  per- 
formed by  other  organs  vicariously.  If  the  kidneys  were  formed  to 
secrete  urine,  then  urine  should  never  be  secreted  except  when  the 
kidneys  are  in  their  healthy  state.  Yet  does  it  not  make  its  appearance 
at  other  outlets  ?  and  is  not  the  same  fact  true  of  the  otber  secretions? 
But  if  we  reverse  the  maxim,  and  consider  the  establishn)ent  of  the  se- 
cretion as  the  first  law  of  the  economy,  and  llie  evolution  of  the  organ 
as  the  work  of  time  by  the  function,  or  rather  that  vital  action  which 
accomplishes  the  function,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  conceive  of  a  metas- 
tasis of  this  action  to  another  part,  on  the  supervention  of  disease  or 
cause  of  obstruction  in  the  organ  itself. 

The  increase  of  the  size  of  an  organ  by  exercise,  and  of  the  wasting 
of  it  by  disease,  can   onl^  be   explained  on  the  supposition  that  the  ex- 
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ercise  of  ihe  function  forms  the  organ.  If  the  abstract  principle  that 
the  brain  is  for  thinking  and  the  muscles  for  contracting,  is  the  determin- 
ing cause  of  their  formation,  there  can  be  no  reason,  on  the  one  hand, 
why,  in  a  hemiplegic  idiot,  the  opposite  hemisphere  of  the  brain  should 
be  reduced  to  two  thirds  the  size  of  the  other,  with  a  corresponding 
wasting  of  the  muscles  on  the  paralyzed  side — nor,  on  the  other,  why 
the  brain  of  a  studious  man  should  increase  in  size  after  tlie  body  has 
attained  its  growth.  But  if  the  exercise  of  the  function  forms  the  organ, 
then  it  is  natural  that  it  should  increase  the  size  of  the  organ,  inasmuch 
as  the  growth  of  an  organ  is  owing  to  the  continuation  ol  the  action  of 
the  same  causes  that  formed  it. 

Before  closing,  1  would  anticipate  one  or  two  objections  that  would 
naturally  rise  in  the  mind  from  perusing  wiiai  has  been  said.  If,  one 
may  inquire,  the  external  impressions  form  the  animal,  how  happens  it 
that  he  is  formed  in  the  womb  where  external  impressions  do  not  ope- 
rate ?  To  this  1  would  reply  that  production  and  reproduction  are  two 
different  things.  Reproduction  is  a  process  of  reflection  ;  the  child  is  a 
reflection  from  the  parent.  Pioduction  alone  is  the  result  of  the  action 
of  external  impressions. 

Anotlier  objection  is,  that  these  ideas  do  not  harmonize  with  the  ac- 
count of  the  formation  of  man  given  in  the  scriptures.  To  which  it 
may  be  answered,  that  precisely  the  same  objections  apply  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  formation  of  the  earth  as  revealed  by  geology.  And  the 
mode  of  replying  to  these  objections  by  geologists,  is  as  applicable  to  oae 
case  as  the  other. 

The  third  and  last  objection  which  I  would  notice,  and  it  is  the  only 
serious  one,  is  this.  Why  do  we  not  witness  these  transitions  now  ? 
Reasons  enough  can  be  assigned  for  the  prevalence  of  reproduction  over 
transition,  as  things  are  now  constituted,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  known 
hereafter  that  the  one  takes  the  place  of  the  other.  Insect  transforma- 
tions demonstrate  satisfactorily  that  such  transitions  are  in  strict  harmony 
with  the  laws  of  nature.  What  we  see  is  positive — what  we  do  not  see 
is  negative.  The  positive  fact  of  transformations  alone  is  of  more  weight, 
in  a  question  of  this  nature,  than  the  negative  flict  that  the  specific  tran- 
sitions required  are  not  witnessed  at  this  period  of  the  world. 

Boston,  Dec,  1838.  Benjamin  Haskell,  M.D. 

P.  S. — Since  the  first  part  of  this  communication  went  to  press,  a 
case  of  diseased  propensity  has  been  communicated  to  me,  in  which 
there  was  uncommon  venereal  appetite,  without  the  power  of  erection. 
This  case  was  treated  successfully  with  leeches  and  revulsives  to  the 
posterior  part  of  the  head,  and  thus  appears,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  to 
confirm  the  doctrines  of  phrenology.  The  view  that  I  take  of  it  is  this. 
The  loss  of  power  of  erection  is  to  the  organ  concerned,  what  loss  of 
motion  is  to  a  paralyzed  limb.  The  increased  activity  of  the  propensity 
is  owing  to  the  same  mode  of  affection  of  the  nerves  of  the  part,  as  that 
wiiich  produces  the  morbidly  acute  sensibility  often  witnessed  in  a  para- 
lyzed licnb.  The  treatment  was  adapted  to  relieve  oppression  of  the 
brain,  without  reference  to  a  particular  part,  and  has  no  more  connection 
with  phrenology,  as  1  conceive,  than  the  application  of  a  blister  to  the 
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nape  of  the  neck  to  relieve  pain  in  the  heari  in  fever,  would  have  vviih 
the  principles  of  that  science.  Such  treatment  is  often  successful  in 
paralysis.  B.  H. 


UTERINE    HyEMORRHAGE  AFTER  DELIVERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Dear  Sir, — Two  cases  have  recently  occurred  in  a  neighboring  town, 
which  illustrate  very  impressively  the  vital  importance  of  a  seasonahle 
recognizance  of  insidious  danger. 

Happening  to  be  near  the  place  where  the  first  case  required  attention, 
I  was  requested  by  my  friend  Dr.  B.,  a  respectable  accoucheur,  to  see 
a  lady  whom  he  had  delivered  two  hours  previously.  The  labor  was 
auspicious  ;  the  placenta  came  with  ease.  She  had  flowed,  but  less,  to 
outward  appearance,  than  often  happens  without  alarm  or  inconve- 
nience. When  I  arrived,  the  doctor  stated  that  when  he  despatched  the 
messenger  for  me,  appearances  were  somewhat  startling.  She  was  cold, 
faint,  pale  and  pulseless.  But  she  had  begun  to  rally.  Her  warmth, 
color  and  pulse  were  returning,  and  improved  while  1  tarried  ;  and  we 
contented  ourselves  with  bandaging,  cold  applications,  he,  and  direct- 
ing that  she  remain  in  a  recumbent  posture,  undisturbed  by  shifting  her 
dress,  or  otherwise,  till  further  orders.  She  remained  comfortable  for  some 
time,  but  in  two  hours  I  was  summoned  again,  and  found  that  the  pri- 
mary prostration  had  returned,  with  the  addition  of  great  anxiety  and 
distress ;  and  so  rapid  was  her  progress  to  the  closing  scene,  as  to  afford 
but  a  few  moments  to  scan  the  pathology,  or  to  prescribe. 

Pondering  on  this  unexpectedly  fatal  issue,  and  feeling  no  small  mis- 
giving that  the  only  effectual  measure  had  been  omitted,  I  could  not 
rest  till  I  had  called  on  the  attending  physician,  and  another,  his  near 
neighbor,  to  acquaint  them  with  my  after-thoughts  ;  in  order  that  when- 
ever a  similar  case  might  require  attention,  we  might  have  our  lamps 
trimmed  and  burning.  The  more  I  reflected,  tlie  clearer  it  appeared  to 
me,  that  the  hjEmorrhage,  instead  of  showing  itself  outwardly,  served 
only  to  accumulate  coagula  in  the  womb,  thus  distending  it  and  inducing 
a  torpor,  preventing  that  important  contraction  so  necessary  to  close  its 
patulent  vessels,  and  also  to  restore  that  energy  to  the  system  which,  as 
I  believe,  is  prostrated,  not  only  by  the  loss  of  blood,  but  also  by  the 
anomalous  sensations  and  torpor  induced  through  the  system  by  its  sym- 
pathy with  that  delicate  organ,  thus  burlhened  with  an  incubus  which  it 
has  lost  its  power  to  expel.  INIy  endeavor  was  to  impress  their  minds, 
as  well  as  my  own,  with  the  vital  importance  of  removing  the  coagula, 
by  which  act  the  hindrance  to  the  contraction  is  obviated,  and  the  me- 
chanical irritation  so  well  suited  to  induce  the  expulsive  effort  and|closure, 
by  boldly,  though  gradually  and  prudently,  passing  the  whole  hand,  in- 
sinuating one  finger  after  another,  through  the  os  uteri,  and  thoroughly 
clearing  it  of  its  burthen. 

A    few  days   after   this  sad  event,  the   neighbor  of  my    friend,  who 
shared  in  our  conference,  was  in  attendance  in  a  similar  case,  equally 
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threatening.  Disappointed  by  the  failure  of  ordinary  remedies,  and 
wide  awake  to  the  late  lesson,  while  the  patient  hiy  cold,  faint,  pale  and 
pulseless,  he  introduced  his  hand,  as  above  sugg;ested.  A  powerful 
expulsive  thiow  assisted  him  in  clearing  the  womb.  The  patient  pre- 
sently roused,  as  from  the  silence  of  death,  and  exclaimed,  with  energy, 
*'  I  feel  much  better,"  and  her  recovery  from  that  moment  was  per- 
fectly auspicious. 

Since  the  year  1790  I  have,  in  n)y  own  practice  and  in  assisting 
others,  met  with  nearly  twenty  cases  of  retained  placenta  by  hour-glass 
contraction,  where  it  was  necessary  to  introfluce  not  only  the  hand,  but 
sometimes  most  of  the  arcn,  which  operation  Burns  speaks  of  as  so 
forn)idable.  But  whatever  agitation  or  complaint  it  excites  in  the  pa- 
tient, it  is  soon  over,  and  the  result  has  always  been  happy,  except  in  a 
solitary  instance.  The  accoucheur  had  detached  the  funis,  and,  bafBed 
in  his  endeavors  to  gain  the  placenta,  sent  five  miles  for  my  assistance. 
On  my  arrival  I  found  her  gasping  from  the  almost  total  loss  of  blood. 
I  removed  the  cause  forthwith.  Tlie  Hooding  ceased,  but  the  vital  fluid 
was  already  exhausted  beyond  recovery. 

My  brother  reminded  me  that  Dennian  discourages  the  practice  of 
introducing  the  hand  ;  but  as  his  (Denman's)  j)nidence  had  never  al- 
lowed him,  according  to  his  own  confession,  to  make  the  trial,  I  must 
consider  him  an  incompetent  adviser. 

However  destitute  of  originality  these  suggestions  may  be,  if  you  in- 
sert them  in  your  useful  Journal  they  may  meet  the  eye  of  some  who 
may  not  otherwise  be  so  well  prepared  to  meet  the  existences  of  such  a 
case  ;  and  all  the  difference  between  death  and  life  may  be  the  happy 
result.  We  need  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept ;  and  if  one  life 
may  be  saved  by  this  humble  conummicution,  it  will  richly  reward  your 
trouble  and  that  of  your  humble  servant,  Joseph  Tqrrey. 

Salem,  Dec.  10,  1S38. 


DIVISION   OF  THE   ADDUCTOR   LONGUS   FEMORIS    MUSCLE. 

[The  following  accoutjt  of  the  successful  division  of  the  adductor  longus 
femoris  muscle,  for  deformity  and  consequent  loss  of  motion  in  the  in- 
ferior extremity,  is  from  the  December  nun)ber  of  the  Southern  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal.  We  are  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  the  editor 
of  that  Jom'nal  for  the  sheets  containing  this  interesting  case,  which  were 
received  some  weeks  since,  in  advance  of  the  publication  of  the  number; 
but  on  account  of  the  crowded  state  of  our  pages,  we  have  been  unable 
to  copy  the  article  till  now.  The  operator  was  Paul  F.  Eve,  IVl.D., 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of  Georgia.  The  opera- 
tion is  a  rare  one,  and  Dr.  E.  deserves  much  credit  for  the  skill  shown 
in  his  performance  of  it.] 

The  history  of  my  patient  previous  to  his  application  to  me,  is  pre- 
sented in  the  following  letter: — "  From  infancy  to  fourteen  years  of  age, 
I  was  strong,  active  and  remarkably  healthy,  and  of  good  constitution. 
When  fourteen,  or  about  that  period  of  life,  I  practised  night-hunting  to 
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a  great  extent,  anH  orcasionnlly  fishing  ;  would  sometimes  lay  on  wet 
ground,  or  remain  on  tlie  bank  of  muddy  creeks,  all  niglit.  In  the  month 
of  February,  18*29,  I  felt,  one  evening,  an  achin;^  in  the  left  side  of  n)y 
shin-bone,  and  a  sharp  kettdi  on  the  inside  of  my  thigh,  with  acute  pain 
whenever  I  moved  o(F  a  high  step.  At  night  the  contraction  in  my 
thigh  berame  very  violent,  and  the  pain  extended  froni  the  groin  to  the 
knee.  The  first  two  or  three  weeks  of  the  attack,  the  suffering  was  so 
excruciating  that  it  rendered  me  ahnost  senseless.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time,  the  pain  gradually  moderated.  I  lay  on  my  back  with  my 
legs  drawn  half  up  for  four  months,  without  my  position  being  altered  ; 
after  which  I  was  able  to  be  turned  on  my  right  side,  with  a  pillow  be- 
tween my  knees.  At  the  end  of  six  montljs  the  pains  entirely  subsided, 
but  left  me  drawn  up  as  before  descnibed.  1  was  now  lifted  out  of  bed, 
anfl  gradually  iu)proving,  I  ventured  to  use  crutches.  The  contraction 
was  such  that  for  a  long  time  I  could  apply  only  one  half  of  my  left 
foot  to  the  irround — it  was  about  eighteen  months  before  I  walked  at  all 
without  a  stick. 

"  During  the  first  year  1  was  up  there  came  a  small  ulcer  or  sore,  dis- 
charging bloody  matter,  ju>t  below  the  left  buttock.  I  attributed  it  to 
ir)y  sitting  so  much. 

'*  In  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  Dr.  Alexander  Jones,  then  of 
Lexington,  Geo.,  was  my  physician.  I  have  also  applied  a  multiplicity 
of  remedies  to  my  thigh,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  I  at  length  resolved  to 
let  nature  take  her  course,  and  for  the  first  five  years  I  n)ade  considera- 
ble improvement,  thou^'h  it  was  always  with  great  inconvenience,  siiff"- 
ness,  soreness  and  pain,  that  I  took  exercise.  For  the  last  three  years, 
I  have  been  pretty  much  upon  a  stand  ;  if  anything,  getting  worse. 

'•  It  has  fiow  been  more  than  eight  years  since  this  disease  has  been 
seated  in  my  left  hip  or  thigh,  and  I  have  not  been  able,  for  the  time  men- 
tioned, to  ride  a  horse  half  a  clay  without  sireat  soreness  and  contraction 
of  the  limb  afTected,  apparently  shoitened  at  tinies  two  or  three  inches. 
1  have  also  not  been  able  to  walk  half  a  mile  without  debility,  and  the 
least  exercise  would  produce  great  suffering.  I  walk  with  my  foot 
turned  in,  which  increases  more  and  more  as  I  exercise. 

Oct.  2\st,  1838.  Si<,Mied,  Allen  A.  Beall." 

On  the  30:1)  of  May  last,  having  procured  a  suitable  place  for  my 
patient,  I  made  a  minute  examination  of  his  case.  He  had  a  considera- 
ble limp  in  walking,  more  especially  when  he  commenced  to  walk,  and 
invariably  used  a  stick.  He  is  a  veiy  muscidar  and  robust  nian,  aged 
22.  His  left  extremity  was  full  one  inch  shorter  than  the  other,  nor 
when  |)laced  in  the  horizontal  position,  would  traction  reduce  it  much. 
Both  the  thigh  and  leg  are  much  smaller  than  the  right.  The  foot  was 
turned  inwards,  and  the  whole  limb  inclined  in  this  direction.  The  fool 
could  not  be  carried  out  farther  than  about  twelve  inches  from  the  me- 
dian line  of  the  body.  There  was  a  small  depression  and  a  round  cica- 
trix near  to  the  left  ischium.  In  the  internal  and  upper  third  of  the 
thigh  there  was  a  hard  suhstaiicc,  feeling  hke  a  hempen  rope,  situated 
just  under  the  skin.  It  was  about  four  inches  long  by  one  and  a  hall 
broad.     However  relaxed  the  thigh  might  be  made,  this  diseased  mass 
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still  presented  the  same  resisting,  insensible,  cartilaginous  hardness.  It 
could  be  isolated  from  the  surrounding  tissues,  all  of  wliicli  appeared  to 
be  normal.  It  was  taken  for  a  fibrous  degeneration  of  the  adductof 
longus  femoiis  nmscle.  Tlie  shortening  of  the  limb  was  attributed  to 
the  permanent  disorganization  of  this  muscle,  with  the  inclination  of  the 
pelvis  from  long  habit.  There  was  no  symptom  of  disease  in  the 
hip-joint. 

Before  resorting  to  an  operation,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  place 
Mr.  Beall  upon  a  treatment,  with  the  view  of  effecting  some  change,  or 
of  ascertaining  something  of  the  nature  of  his  disease.  This  consisted 
chiefly  in  the  use  of  warm  balhin<i,  heated  vapor,  and  the  mf)St  stimu- 
lating liniment,  which  were  continued  for  about  twenty  days,  without 
producin<j  any  appreciable  bene6t.  Mr.  B.  then  left  for  his  home  in 
the  interior  of  Georgia,  to  make  his  arrangements  for  the  operation 
which  had  at  first  been  proposed  to  him. 

He  again  called  upon  me  early  in  October,  and  submitted  to  the 
operation  the  9th  of  this  month.  Assisted  by  Professors  Dugas  and 
Newton,  an  incision  was  made,  commencing  at  the  pubis  and  cutting 
upon  the  internal  edge  of  the  affected  umscle,  and  extending  it  about  five 
inches,  in  a  semilunar  direction.  The  surface  of  the  adductor  longus 
was  then  exposed,  and  cautiously  divided  with  the  knife  and  a  pair  of 
scissors,  about  lliree  inches  below  its  origin  from  the  pubis.  The  upper 
portion  was  found  to  be  converted  into  a  fibrous  tissue,  which  slightly 
grated  under  the  knife,  but  the  portion  below  the  section  contracted,  so 
as  to  separate  the  cut  edges  of  the  muscle  about  an  inch.  Its  degenera- 
tion, therefore,  did  not  extend  throughout  its  whole  length,  but  the  mus-- 
cular  tissue  appeared  to  be  healthy  an  inch  below  where  it  was  divided 
in  its  course  to  be  inserted  into  the  os  femoris.  We  removed  from  the 
upper  portion  a  small  section  (or  a  patliological  specimen.  Two  small 
arteries  required  a  ligature.  The  wound  in  the  skin  was  closed  by  ad- 
hesive plaster,  and  a  compress  and  roller  completed  the  dressing.  The 
patient  was  put  to  bed,  and  a  two  pound  weight  attached  the  next 
morning  to  the  left  foot,  and  allowed  to  hang  out  of  the  bed-clothes 
over  the  back  of  a  chair,  so  as  to  make  traction  in  a  horizontal  direction. 

There  was  no  material  alteration  in  the  length  of  the  limb  until  the- 
next  day,  when  it  commenced  gradually  elongating,  so  that  when  dressed 
on  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation,  the  difference  between  the  two 
lower  extremities  did  not  exceed  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  At  the  end  of 
a  week,  even  this  difference  had  disappeared,  atul  Mr.  Beall  commenced 
using  the  limb.  His  friends.  Dr.  Wm.  Butts,  of  Warreuton,  and  Dr. 
Joel  Braidiam.  of  Eatonton,  visited  him  during  the  second  week  of  his 
confinement,  and  did  not  remark  any  difference  in  the  length  of  the  two 
extremities.  On  the  15ih  day  after  the  operation  my  patient  was  out 
in  the  streets  walking  about,  with  scarcely  any  impediment;  and  on  the 
28ih  of  October,  the  19th  day  since  the  division  of  the  muscle,  he  re- 
turned home  on  the  Georgia  railroad. 

The  left  inferior  extremity  has  not  only  been  restored  to  its  original 
length,  but  all  its  motions  have  been  so  far  regained  that  the  patient, 
before  his  departure  from  the  city,  could  turn  the  foot  and  carry  the  leg 
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and  thigh  outward  to  nearly  the  same  extent  and  ahnost  with  as  much 
freedom  as  on  the  sound  side  ;  he  was  daily  improving  in  these  respects, 
and  is  in  a  fair  way  of  reahzing  horn  the  operation  all  the  heneBis  that 
had  been  proposed. 

Supposing  the  disease  for  which  the  operation  was  performed,  in  this 
case,  to  have  been  the  result  of  acute  rheumatism,  may  not  similar  cases 
be  relieved  by  surgical,  in  addition  to  medicinal  treatment  ? 
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MASTURBATION* 

M.  Deslandes's  book  has  been  read  in  this  country  and  in  England,  till 
now,  in  (he  French  lani^uage  only.  Messrs.  Otis,  Broaders  &  Co.  have 
given  the  public  a  tran.slation  of  this  celebrated  work,  which  was  origi- 
nally, as  at  present,  designed  to  be  studied  by  all  classes  of  persons. 
After  having  examined  it,  we  are  constrained  to  confess  that  we  were 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  amount  of  this  polluting  vice  represented  there. 
It  is  the  accompaniment  of  civilization  and  refinement,  as  well  as  low  life 
and  ignorance.  Physicians  of  extensive  observation,  and  superinten- 
dents of  establishments  for  the  moral  management  of  lunatics,  concur  in 
assuring  us  that  the  canker-worm  of  death  is  gnawing  at  the  vitals  of 
many  youth  of  all  ages,  in  all  countries  too,  as  portrayed  by  the  author. 
Writers,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  wanting  in  courage  to  depict  the  de- 
plorable evils  arising  from  self-pollution  and  other  excesses.  Important 
as  it  is  that  knowledge  should  be  extensively  diffused,  on  this  forbidding 
topic,  we  cannot  repress  an  instinctive  delicacy  of  feeling  which  will  not 
allow  us  to  speak  out  with  a  decided  tone  of  boldness.  It  is  desirable, 
however,  that  medical  practitioners  should  peruse  this  volunie — for  it  will 
obviously  prove  a  guide  to  a  series  of  mysterious  symptoms,  and  solve 
extraordinary  problems  in  pathology.  Before  going  to  press,  the  text 
was  thoroughly  revised,  and  consideralde  matter  added,  by  an  eminent 
physician  of  the  United  Slates.  That  it  is  a  necessary  essay  for  the 
library  of  the  practitioner,  admits  of  no  arguments — but  how  to  introduce 
it  to  all  the  world,  of  both  sexes,  is  the  query  :  and  unless  it  is  thus  cir- 
culated, how  are  sufferers  to  be  warned  of  their  danger  .'  How  are  de- 
basing, polluting  hal)its  to  be  overcome  .''  In  a  word,  how  are  the  igno- 
rant to  he  instrnctod  .''  If  it  were  once  freely  circulated,  the  tendency 
would  be  beneficial,  because,  like  an  alarm  gun,  it  would  give  warning 
in  season  to  avert  a  threatening  diinger.  It  might  thus  drive  away  a  fiend 
that  would  ruin  soul  and  body  at  the  same  instant,  and  bliifht  the  dawn  of 
life  before  the  individual  is  conscious  of  his  duty  to  himself,  to  society  or 
his  Maker. 

Improvement  in  Jlrlificinl    Teeth. — When    speaking,  the   other  day,  of 
Dr.  Tucker's  improvement   in  constructing  mineral  teeth   in   blocks,  we 

*  A  Trcritiiie  on  tlip  iW^enres  prniliicod  liy  nnantHiii,  nmiitiirbatinn,  gcirpollutiiin,  nnd  other  exces^e*. 
Ry  L.  DrKla'idca,  M.D.,  ttc.  Translated  from  the  Freacli,  with  many  additions.  Boatoo:  Oils, 
Broaders  &  Cu.    Pp.  252. 
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were  not  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  any  other  dentist,  in  this  or  other 
cities,  had  practised  upon  a  similar  plan.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing note  from  a  much  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Gray,  that  Dr.  Flagg,  as 
well  as  himself,  has  manufactured  and  inserted  teeth  in  that  way,  for  a 
considerable  time.  The  specimen  left  for  inspection  by  Dr.  Gray,  is,  in- 
deed, proof  positive.  The  imitation  of  nature's  work  is  truly  admirable. 
We  are  by  no  means  a  stranger  to  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Flagg  or  our 
correspondent,  and  therefore  expressly  desire  to  make  it  manifest  that 
we  have  no  partiality  whatever — but  feel  a  proud  satisfaction  in  being 
able  to  give  unqualitied  testimony  to  the  high,  scientific,  and  mechanical 
attainments  of  the  regularly  educated  dentists  of  Boston.  By  comparing 
Dr.  Gray's  gold  plate  for  the  upper  jaw,  we  observe  that  the  rivets  are 
perpendicular,  but  in  Dr.  Tucker's  they  are  horizontal.  Of  the  merits 
of  these  two  plans,  those  better  acquainted  with  good  and  substantial 
dental  work  than  our  ourselves,  must  decide. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  notice,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,  of  artiticial  mineral  teeth  "made  in  blocks  of  two  or  three 
together,  with  a  most  perfect  imitation  of  the  gum,"  as  a  recent  improve- 
ment by  Dr.  Tucker,  has  just  met  my  eye.  Without  wishing  in  the 
least  to  detract  from  the  merits  of  that  distinguished  dentist,  I  herewith 
send  you  a  specimen  that  I  made  two  years  since  in  the  manner  you  de- 
scribe, excepting  that  instead  of  "  blocks  of  two  or  three  together,"  an 
entire  upper  or  lower  set  is  completed  in  three  blocks,  which  better  pre- 
serves the  continuity  of  the  gum.  This  block  (and  I  have  set  several 
since  it  was  made)  was  made  under  the  direction  of  my  highly  esteemed 
friend  and  instructor,  Dr.  N.  C.  Keep,  who,  with  Dr.  Flagg,  has  long 
made  them  in  this  way  in  those  cases  where  this  mode  is  applicable. 
The  new  mode,  that  you  mention,  of  securing  them  to  the  plate,  1  have 
never  seen  employed,  and  have  never  found  the  difficulty  that  you  repre- 
sent it  as  designed  to  obviate. 

If  you  hold  these  teeth  against  the  light  with  a  newly  extracted  toothy 
and  compare  them,  you  will  find  little  or  no  difference  in  the  degree  of 
translucency  between  the  natural  and  artificial  tooth — a  point  which  is 
among  the  most  rare  and  difficult  of  attainment,  and  which  I  believe  to 
be  entirely  unapproached  by  any  other  artificial  teeth  yet  made.  The 
imitation  of  the  bone  of  the  tooth  dipping  into  and  surrounded  by  its 
enamel,  I  think  you  will  also  find  surprisingly  accurate.  The  honor  of 
carrying  the  art  to  this  degree  of  perfection  is  due  to  the  justly  eminent 
dentists  I  have  mentioned. 

The  distinguished  gentlemen  yoti  speak  of,  have  won  so  many  laurels, 
and  so  well  deserve  them,  that  they  will  hardly  wonder  that  their  profes- 
sional brethren  should  be  unwilling  silently  to  resign  to  them  their  own 
just  pretensions  ;  especially  those  who,  like  myself,  having  no  claim 
whatever  to  the  honor  of  the  discovery,  have,  however,  the  humble  but 
practical  pretension  of  having  availed  myself  of  it  for  the  last  two  years. 

Very  truly,  my  dear  Sir,  I  am  your  obt.  serf.,  Thos.  Gray,  Jr. 


Medical  and  Physiological  Commentaries. — Martyn  Paine,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  New 
York,  will  soon  put  to  press  a  work  with  the  above  title,  in  two  large  oc- 
tavo volumes,  of  six  hundred  pages  each — the  price  of  which  will  be  six 
dollars  to  subscribers.     The  publisher  is  Mr.  George  Adlard,  46  Broad- 
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way,  New  York.  Messrs.  Otis,  Broaders  &  Co.,  and  Weeks,  Jordan 
&  Co.,  Boston,  also  receive  sul)scri|)tions.  In  order  that  the  profession 
may  understand  the  author's  sche(rie,  we  are  induced  to  copy  a  part  of 
the  prospectus. 

"  The  sul)jects  examined  relate  to  obscure  and  controverted  questions 
in  pathology,  and  efnl)ra(;e  a  critical  review  of  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant doctrines  in  physiology  and  medicine.  Tlie  pathology  of  venous 
congestion;  the  philosophy  of  the  operation  of  bloodletting — its  |)racli- 
cal  application,  and  tiie  philosophical  and  practical  distinctions  betwixt 
general  bloodletting,  cupping  and  leechiriir  ;  general  views  of  the  treat- 
ment of  inflammations  and  venous  congestion  ;  the  existing  theories 
of  inflammation,  and  how  far  inflammation  is  concerned  in  structural 
changes;  the  humoral  pathology,  and  an  examination  of  opinions  thereon; 
examination  of  views  in  relation  to  the  laws  of  vitality  ;  inquiry  into  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  llippocratic  and  anatomical  schools  ;  exami- 
nation of  M.  Louis's  works  on  typhoid  fever,  and  bloodletting,  and  of 
his  numerical  system  and  inductions  ;  examination  of  INlarshall  Hall  on 
bloodletting  and  irritation  from  the  loss  of  blood  ;  the  philosophy  of  ani- 
mal heat,  e.^pecially  in  reference  to  the  inductions  of  Dr.  Edwards,  with 
some  new  experiments  ;  the  laws  which  govern  venous  circulation  ;  the 
application  ot"  chemistry  to  the  philosophy  of  the  vital  functions  and  their 
results  ;   and  the  theory  of  digestion,  are  among  the  subjects." 


Diseases  of  Infants. — Mr.  Adlard  proposes  to  publish,  also  by  subscrip- 
tion, a  treatise  on  the  diseases  of  inianls,  by  C.  M.  Billard,  of  the  medi- 
cal faculty  of  Paris.  The  translation  has  been  made  by  James  Stewart, 
M.D.  of  iSew  York,  who  will  add  to  its  original  value  by  practical  notes. 
When  comj)leted  it  will  form  an  octavo  of  six  hundred  pages — at  the 
price  of  ^3,00  to  subscribers.  This  may  also  be  procured  of  Weeks, 
Jordan  &.  Co.,  and  Otis,  Broaders  St  Co.,  Washington  street,  Boston. 


JHhanij  Medical  College. — Such  is  the  enterprise  of  the  founders  of 
this  new  institution,  that  all  well  wishers  to  the  progress  of  science  will 
be  gratified  to  know  that  the  prospects  of  the  usefulness  of  the  College 
are  most  cheering.  Although  completely  in  its  infancy,  the  organization 
of  the  several  departments  has  received  the  approbation  of  the  public. 


Experience  in  Medicine.  —  After  a  long  medico-literary  dearth,  new  works 
begin  to  flow  in  with  consideral)lc  ra[)idity.  Amongst  others  we  acknow- 
ledge a  ropy  of  an  introductory  lecture  lately  delivered  at  the  Louisville 
Medical  Listiliite,  by  Henry  IVIiller,  M.J).,  Professor  of  Ol)stetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  which  is  worthy  of  a  more  tho- 
rough examination  than  we  can  yive  it  the  present  week.  The  success 
of  the  new  college  is  certain,  while  the  corporation  have  the  discernment 
to  secure  a  board  of  faculty  ca|)able  of  pronouncing  discourses  like  the 
one  lying  before  us,  with  the  above  title. 


Medical  School  of  the  University  of  JVeto  York. — Thus  far  we  learn, 
officially,  that  the  council  have  made  the  following  judicious  appoint- 
ments, viz — Physiology,  Dr.  A.  Sidney  Doane  ;  Surgery,  Dr.  William 
Parker  ;    Chemistry,    Dr.    Draper  ;    Operative    Surgery    and    Surgical 
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Anatomy,  Dr.  J.  C  Beals  ;  Hygiene,  Dr.  Caleb  Ticknor  ;  Clinical 
Midwifery,  Dr.  McVickar  ;  Pathological  Anatomy,  Dr.  Clark  ;  Clinical 
Surgery,  Dr.  Watson.  The  board  of  faculty  is  not  yet  complete — seve- 
ral important  chairs  still  remaining  to  be  filled. 


Medical  Miscellany. — The  last  No.  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  contains  the  whole  of  Dr.  Hooker's  essay  on  the  circula- 
tion and  respiration,  from  our  pages,  with  a  highly  commendatory  intro- 
duction by  the  editor.  No.  3,  l)y  the  way,  is  the  first  No.  we  liave  re- 
ceived of  the  third  volume  of  that  valuable  periodical. — The  large  num- 
ber of  cases  admitted  to  the  hospitals  in  the  East  Indies  can  hardly  be 
credited  by  those  among  us  who  do  not  take  into  account  the  extreme 
destitution  of  many  of  the  natives  of  those  countries.  The  annual  report 
of  the  surgical  and  medical  cases  in  the  Central  Hospital  and  Hospital 
of  Surgery,  in  Calcutta,  now  before  us  in  the  India  Journal,  shows  the 
total  number,  from  17th  December,  1836,  to  28th  December,  1837,  of 
medical  diseases,  to  be  5233  ;  ophthalmic  diseases,  2217  ;  surgical  dis- 
eases (including  1715  of  syphilis),  6721 — making  a  total  of  14,171  in 
little  more  than  one  year.  And  in  this  list,  those  laboring  under  incura- 
ble diseases,  and  those  who  absconded,  are  not  included. — It  is  men- 
tioned in  the  India  Journal  that  two  or  three  cases  of  spontaneous  small- 
po.v  have  occurred  in  a  jail  at  Gowalparah,  and  that  the  matter  taken 
from  these  cases  produced  a  vesicle  resembling  cowpox,  attended  with 
much  fever,  but  no  general  eruption. 

To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Putnam's  note  was  too  late  for  this  No.  of  the 
Journal.  He  will  accept  our  thanks  for  his  kindness  in  relation  to  the  contents. 
— A  paper  on  American  Dentistry  and  another  on  Lithotripsy,  are  before  the  com- 
positor.— The  letter  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  dated  Dec  2d,  has  but  just  arrived.  If 
possible  to  procure  the  article,  Professor  P''lint  shall  be  accommodated  forthwith. 

Whole  niiiiiber  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  tlie  weel;  eiulinu  DfC.  92,28.     Males,  Jl  — feinalei!,  17. 

Of  coiisuiiiption,  6 — dropsy,  1— measles,  3— iiKirrtsiiiiis,  1 — scarlet  fever,  3 — scrofula,  I — disease  of 
the  heart,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — intemperance,  1 — infantile,  1— diarrhcea,  1— burn,  2— old  age,  2— typhous 
fever,  2 — stillborn,  1. 


PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  aie  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  toniplete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  'i'hey  will  be  adiiiitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Corrt-ciion,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  case.*,  and  whereopportunities  will  be  afforded  fcT  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledse  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  couuiry.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  tlieir  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  witli  private  medical  and  ohsletric  practice.  Jiistiurtiipn  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  iriven  in  the  different  branches  of  medical  studies,  durina  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  be  furnislied 
to  the  students  at  tlie  expense  of  the  instructers.  GEORGE  C.  i^IIAT'l'UCK, 

WALTER  CIlANiNING, 
.lOHX  WARE, 
Oct  31— eplf  GEORGE  VV.  OTr?',  Jr. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr. 

ORTHOPEDiaUE    INFIRMARY 

FOR   THE    TREATMENT    OF    SPINAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FF.ET,    ETC. 
At  65  Belknap  Street,  Boston.    Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  tlie  im- 
mediate neiehhorhood.  JOfIX   B.  BROWN",  M.I).,  i^urgeon. 

We  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatmeril'of  Spinal 
Affections, Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice 
whenever  called  upon. 

John  C.  Warren,  George  Hayward,  Edward  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  Mason  Warren,  John  Jef- 
fries, John  Homans.  M.  S.  Perry,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Sliattuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  !lale,  W. 
Strong,  George  Parkman,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H. 
Lane,  Edw.  Warren.  Geo.  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  August  1,  1838.  tf. 
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ALBANY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  course  of  lectures  in  ilils  liistimtiDii  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  2d  of  January, 
18;iD,  and  coutinue  sixteen  weeks.  Tlie  new  iiiiil  extensive  Collei^e  edilice,  wliicli  lias  been  com- 
plete 1  liarin^  liie  past  siiinmer,  i:<  sitii;i:e(l  in  a  central  position,  and  in  architectural  character,  di- 
mensions, :ii:d  internal  arran<;ement,  is  admirably  adapted  lo  the  purposes  of  medical  instruction. 
The  museum  of  tlie  institution  occupies  a  room  rifty  feet  square,  two  stones  high,  with  a  gallery,  and 
glass  cases  above  and  below.  It  is  furnished  with  an  extensive  and  choice  collection  of  specimens 
in  healthy  ami  morbnl  anatumy,  lof^ether  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  magnified  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparation  necessary  to  illustrate  the  departments  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, Surgery  and  Obstetrics.  The  other  departments  are  provided  with  ample  means  lor  illuslra- 
lion,  and  with  all  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  The  .Anatomical  Theatre,  which  will  be  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  branches, 
is  fifty  teet  square,  with  seats  for  100  persons,  arranged  in  a  circular  nianner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  wliicli  is  lighted  by  a  large  dome  and  sky-light  immediately  above  it.  The  dissecting  rooms, 
wqich  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  by  whom  every  facility  will  be  provided  for  tlie  cultivation  of  practical 
anatomy  and  operative  surgery. 

Tlie  (Jhenicil  Lab  iriiory  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purpiises  for  which  they  are  designed.  The  course  in  Oheinistiy  and  J^atural  History  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnished  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  Uotany,  and  to  some 
extent  in  Comparative  .Anatomy.  In  Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designed  to  exhibit  as  many  facts  and  illustiations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  a  demonstrative  one. 

Tliere  will  be  clinical  instruction  in  Suraery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  Almshouse,  wheie  there  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  .-Ml  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  all  the  powers,  and  privileges  conferred  by 
other  medical  insiiiiitions  of  the  Slate,  will  be  secured  to  the  graduate.     The  requireineuts  of  candi- 
dates for  graduation  ;ire  the  same  as  at  other  institutions. 
The  lectures  in  the  ditTerent  departments  will  be  delivered  as  follows  : 

Principles  and  Practice  of  t^iirgery,  by        .        .        -        -        Aldek  .March,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  iif  .Medicine,  by      -----     David  .M.  Reese,  .M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by     -        -        -        -        -        Ebe.nezer  E.mmoxs,  .M.D. 

Anatumy  and  Physiology,  by  .-..-.    James  H.  .An.MsBv,  .M.I). 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  VVomeii  and  Children,  by       -        He.nrv  Greene,  M.D. 

Materia  Meilica  and  Pharmacy,  by         .....     David  M.  .M'Lachlas,  M.D. 

Medical  Jniisprudence,  by  ......         Amos  Dean,  Esq. 

The  price  of  tickets  to  all  the  lectures  is  $05.  Graduation  fee,  .$20.    .Malticulation  fee,  $5.   Dissect- 
ing fee,  f ").     Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  al  any  incorporated  institution,  are  required  topay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 
The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  $2,50  to  !J3,00  per  week. 

Albany,  18:j8.  031*  J.  H.  All.MSBY,  Dean  of  Ihe  Faculty. 

FALLLNG   OF  THE   WO.VIB   CURED   BY    EXTERNAL   APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  G.  HULL'S  UTEKO-ABDO.MI.NAL  SUPPOKTEK  is  offered  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prolapiiin  (fieri,  or  Falling  of  the  IVonib,  nnil  other  diseases  depending  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  nb- 
dominal  muscles,  as  an  instrument  in  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  restoralion  to 
health.  When  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  lo  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
riably affirds  the  most  immediate  immunity  from  the  distressing  '■^  dratrg'iiiir  and  bearing-doirn" 
»Kasiti:>ns  which  accompany  nearly  all  cases  of  visceral  displacements  of  the  abdomen,  and  its  skil- 
ful application  is  always  followed  by  an  early  confession  of  radical  relief  from  Ihe  patient  herself. 
The  .Supiiiirter  is  of  simple  construction,  and  can  be  applied  by  tliepatient  witlioiil  fnrtlier  aid.  With- 
in the  last  three  years  nearly  1500  of  the  ULero-Mduminal  Supporters  lisve  been  applied  with  the 
most  happy  results. 

The  very  a'eat  success  which  this  instrument  has  met,  warrants  the  assertion,  that  its  examina- 
tion by  the  physician  will  induce  him  to  discard  the  disgusting  Pessary  hitherto  In  use.  It  iseratify- 
in^  to  state  that  it  has  met  the  deciiled  approbation  of  Sir  Astiey  ('ooper,of  Lmidon,  Edward  Dela  field, 
M.!)., Professor  of  Midwifery,  irniversily  of  the  State  of  .New  York,  of  Professors  of  Midw  ifery  in  the 
difFerent  Medical  Schools  of  the  United  States, and  every  other  Physician  or  Surgeon  who  has  had  a 
practical  knowledae  of  itsqualities.  as  well  as  every  patient  who  ha.s  worn  it. 

The  public  and  meitical  profession  are  cautioned  against  impositions  in  this  instrument,  as  well  ns 
in  Trusses  vended  as  mine,  which  are  unsafe  and  vicious  imilations.  'I  he  genuine  Tiiif-sfs  bear  my 
signature  in  writing  on  the  label,  and  the  Supporter  has  Its  title  enibosstd  upon  its  envelope. 

AAH).-!    G.   HULL,  Office  4  Vesey  Street,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

The  Subscribers  having  been  apiminteil  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the  above  iriSlriiments,  all  orders 
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MEDICAL   ESSAYS— NO.    III." 

[Communicated  for  tlie  Doston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
"  EXTREMES    ARE    DANGEROUS." 

Of  the  extremes  to  be  avoided,  we  shall  first  mention,  in  this  essay,  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  atmosphere.     "  It  is   easy  to  see,"  says  a  judicious 
author,  "  that   there   is  a  certain  degree  of  constancy  in  the   average 
weather  and  seasons  of  each  place,  though  the  particular  facts  of  which 
these  generalities   are   made  up  seem   to   be  out  of  the  reach  of  fixed 
laws.      It  is  found  that  very  hot  summers,  or  very  cold  winters,  raise  or 
depress  the  mean  annual  temperature    very   little   above  or  below  the 
general    standard."     We    cannot  but   coincide    with    this    author,   and 
declare  it  as  our  full  belief,  that  all  the  laws  of  atmospheric  vicissitudes, 
although  they  may  operate   injuriously  upon   particular  individuals,  are 
yet  founded  in  wisdom  and  goodness;  and  as  such,  demand  the  incessant 
study  and  admiration  of  those  who  have  an  eye  to  the  welfare  of  their 
friends   and  fellow  creatures.     The   changes   which   take   place   in  the 
atmosphere  are  not  the  same  in  all  places,  nor  do  the  seasons  appear  to 
be  the  same  in  any  one  place;  and  yet  at  all  localities  and  in  all  neigh- 
borhoods, there  is  evidently,  as  above  stated,  an  average  of  iv  eat  her  and 
seasons.     It  is  often  remarked  by  persons  who  have  had  the  privilege  of 
observation,  that  the  seasons  in  this  country  are  materially  different  from 
what  they  were  some  years  ago.     This  observation  may  possibly  be  of 
some  advantage  in  relation   to  agriculture,  and  also  as  a  prudential  con- 
sideration  in  regard  to   health.     At  any  rate,  it  would  seem  to  modify 
some  of  the  habits   formed   in  early  life.     It   is   indeed  a  pity  that  any 
one  should  entirely  neglect  the  temperature  and  course  of  the  winds,  or 
the  extent  and  appearance  of  the  clouds  (those   watery  and  electric 
vehicles  of  the  sky),  as  these   are   not  unfrequently  a  very  good  index 
of  the  weather,  and  may  often  furnish  to  the  invalid   a   very  seasonable 
prognostic.     The  man  who  has  once   suffered  severely  from   an  impru- 
dent or  unlucky  exposure   to  the  weather,  must  indeed   be  pronounced 
very  much   lacking  in  judgment,  if  he  refuse   to  take  advice  from  any 
quarter,  or  does  not,  at  least,  resolve,  as  much  as  in  him  lies,  to  avoid  a 
similar  exposure. 

A  new  term  has  of  late  years  obtained  in  medical  vocabularies.  We 
hear  of  individuals  who  are  said  to  have  been  acclimated.  When  an 
individual  removes  from  the  north  to  the  south,  in  our  own  country,  it  is 

*  It  is  due  to  our  correspondent  to  state  that  the  irregularity  in  the  publication  of  his  numbers  la 
attributable  to  no  negligence  on  his  part — the  copy  of  the  whole  series  having  been  received  frwn  him 
at  once. — £o. 
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said  that  he  becomes  comparatively  secure  from  the  peculiar  diseases  of 
the  southern  country,  by  beinu;  acdimattd  or  seasoned.  Hence  it  would 
seern  that  there  is  such  a  thing  in  the  human  system,  or,  in  other  words, 
in  tlie  solids  and  fluids  of  the  human  body,  as  a  susceptibihty  of  being 
adapted  or  seasoned  to  a  particular  chmate,  so  as  to  enjoy  a  greater 
exemption  from  its  diseases.  Our  object,  however,  in  the  present  essay, 
is  to  caution  the  reader  more  particularly  against  llie  extremes  of  heat 
and  cold  in  all  climates.  We  trust  we  are  not  singular  in  the  opinion 
that  cold  is  the  most  prolific  source  of  disorder  and  disease.  We  are 
sensible,  however,  that  it  is  by  no  means  easy  to  draw  an  accurate  line 
of  distinction  between  the  influence  of  heat  and  cold,  and  ascribe  a  par- 
ticular disorder  in  the  system  to  mere  cold,  wholly  unconnected  with 
heat.  In  doing  this,  it  might  be  said,  perhaps,  that  we  were  unpl)ilo- 
sophical,  or  that  we  had  taken  a  bold  sle[)  against  the  received  doctrine 
of  animal  temperature  ;  although  it  is  asserted,  under  no  slender  au- 
thority, that  the  "  matter  of  heat  has  no  agency  in  the  temperature  of 
bodies."  Cold  commences  its  ravages  at  a  very  early  age.  Dr.  Tre- 
visan,  in  Italy,  and  MM.  Villerme  and  Milne  Edwards,  in  France,  have 
ascertained,  by  their  researches,  that  at  least  sixty-six  infants  out  of  one 
hundred  die  by  being  exposed  to  cold  air  a  few  days  after  birth.  The 
mortality  of  new-born  children  in  certain  towns  and  districts  in  our  own 
country,  is  such  as  to  demand  the  most  assiduous  attention  of  every  hu- 
mane man  and  woman.  Every  faithful  physician  will  of  course  make 
it  his  business  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  calamity,  and  provide  a 
suitable  remedy. 

The  vicissitudes  of  the  atmosphere,  then,  against  which  we  would 
caution  our  readers,  and  the  avoidance  of  which  will  prevent  disease 
and  secure  a  greater  amount  of  health,  may  be  said  to  consist  in  the 
sudden  changes  from  hot  to  cold,  and  from  cold  to  hot  weather,  accom- 
panied with  more  or  less  humidity  in  the  atujosphere.  The  exposure 
to  which  we  have  alluded  is,  in  fact,  a  voluntary  presumption  upon  the 
const  a  nci/  of  lUe  seasons,  and  a  sudden  venturing  upon  forbidden  ground; 
and  so  long  as  human  nature  remains  the  same,  characterized  as  it  is  by 
thoughtlessness  and  carelessness,  we  may  look  for  nothing  better  than 
these  im()rudences.  There  is  also  a  species  of  recklessness  in  some 
individuals,  who  seem  to  take  a  pride  in  venturing  upon  the  extremes  of 
'beat  and  cold.  Habit,  it  is  true,  exerts  a  great  influence  both  in  heHllh 
and  disease  ;  and  we  not  imfrequently  hear  one  and  another  allege,  thai 
they  are  accustomed  to  the  very  exposure  to  which  we  allude.  It  may 
be  so,  but  still  we  deem  it  our  solemn  duty  to  lift  a  warning  voice  against 
Bucii  a  practice. 

i'old  and  heat,  generally,  make  their  first  attack  upon  the  extremities 
of  the  human  system,  and  their  natural  tenrlency  is  to  diminish  the  pro- 
per action  f)f  some  one  organ  or  tissue.  "Exposure  to  cold,"  says  one, 
"  by  checking  the  action  of  the  skin,  increases  that  of  the  lungs  ;  hence, 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  suiface,  and  even  of  the  substance  of  the 
lungs.  Living  in  damp  rooms,  with  bafi  food  and  cold  air,  produces  in- 
flanjmation  of  the  lymphatics,  by  diminishing  the  vitality  of  the  heart 
aiid  triefies."     "  Excessive  heat,"  says  another,  "disposes  the  body  to 
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inflammatory  diseases,  and  particularly  to  inflammation  and  enlarg,ement 
of  file  liver." 

As  we  do  not  and  cannot  treat  at  large  upon  the  nature  and  power  of 
these  two  great  agents  (heal  and  cold),  we  would  simply  urge  the 
reader  to  seek  some  protection  at  least  from  their  influence,  provided 
necessity  should  demand  an  exposure.  The  hands  and  feet  are  the  ex- 
tremities most  liable  to  cold,  and  much  may  evidently  be  done  by  eve^y 
person  for  the  |)urpose  of  preserving  their  proper  temperature.  Since 
we  began  to  pay  that  attention  to  our  own  health,  that  duty  seemed  to 
require,  we  have  experienced  mucli  benefit  from  our  endeavors  to  pre- 
serve the  equal  temperature  of  our  feet.  Indeed  we  have  been  disposed 
in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  in  every  vicissitude  of  the  weather,  to 
re2;ard  the  state  of  our  feet  as  a  sure  index  of  the  state  of  our  health. 
To  have  cnid  feet,  habitually,  is  not  only  to  experience  an  unpleasant 
sensation,  but  it  is  a  most  certain  evidence  of  some  morbid  affection  in 
the  system.  It  was  customary  among  the  Orientals  to  wash  the  feet  of 
a  traveller  before  he  retired  to  rest,  and  the  practice  was  probably  bene- 
ficial to  health.  But  as  the  same  occasion  of  washing  the  feet  does  not 
exist  in  this  country,  we  would  only  urge  upon  our  countrymen  an  habitual 
washing  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
the  proper  teniperature  of  the  feet.  In  a  future  essay  we  shall  drop 
some  further  hints  upon  maintaining  the  proper  temperature  of  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  body,  especially  as  it  stands  connected  with  the  all-im- 
portant doctrine  of  the  circulation.  In  regard  to  the  injury  that  may  be 
inflicted  by  a  vertical  sun,  or  what  is  sometimes  called  a  stroke  of  the 
sun,  it  ha[ipens  so  rarely  that  we  need  only  mention  it  ;  nor  does  it 
seen)  necessary  for  us,  in  this  place,  to  do  more  than  to  suggest  the  dan- 
ger of  rudely  thrusting  the  hands  or  feet  into  a  hot  element — an  instance 
of  indiscretion,  chargeable  only  upon  the  insane  or  the  intoxicated. 

It  seems  very  evident  that  the  auguientation  of  the  sensibility  of  an 
organ,  will  produce  a  greater  afflux  of  blood  to  that  organ,  and  also  that 
a  great  excitation  of  any  organ  or  vessel  will  naturally  occasion  febrile 
disturbance.  These  are  principles  so  generally  admitted,  that  we  need 
not  spend  time  to  confirm  them.  Hence  it  follows,  that  any  great  labor 
or  violent  effort  of  inind  or  body,  violent  anger,  or  any  other  passion, 
carried  to  a  high  pitch,  frequent  and  long  vvatchings,  and  deep  anxiety 
and  dejection  of  mind,  will  pre-dis[)ose  the  system  to  disease,  and  should 
be  carefully  avoided.  Those  persons  who,  from  necessity  or  a  sense  of 
duty,  are  exposed  to  the  influence  of  long  watchings,  are  bound,  from  a 
like  sense  of  duty  to  thinnselves,  to  take  every  precaution  which  cir- 
cumstances will  admit,  and  prudence  dictate.  The  number  of  young 
men  who  injure  their  health  by  hard  study  and  close  application  is  so 
small,  and  a  martyr  to  human  learning  is  so  rare  among  us,  that  we 
would  simply  advise  the  hard  student  to  adopt  a  suitable  diet  and  proper 
exercise,  and  also  to  consider  well  those  examples  which  literary  biogra- 
phy presents,  of  individuals  of  slender  constitution  wlw  (by  proper 
exercise  and  regular  habits)  have  performed  achievements  in  literature. 
Let  it  suffice  to  name  the  elder  Fresident  Edwards,  who,  although  he 
had  a  feeble  constitution  from  bis  birth,  contrived  to  apply  himself  lo 
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his  studies  quite  eight  hours  a  day.  And  it  may  be  said,  with  truth, 
that  tlie  productions  of  Edwards  were  more  numerous,  and  displayed 
more  labor  of  intellect,  tlian  can  be  said  of  any  one  of  his  contecnpora- 
ries,  and  perhaps  of  any  one  man,  in  any  a^e,  during  so  short  a  life. 

Of  the  extremes  to  be  avoided,  we  shall  next  mention  tlie  inhalation 
or  breathing  of  impure  air.  It  is  a  point  well  ascertained,  that  atmos- 
pheric air  loses  its  oxygen  (the  grand  constituent  of  its  purity)  by  con- 
stant respiration,  especially  in  crowded  apartments.  The  air,  in  such 
situations,  is  said  to  be  stagnated,  or  loaded  with  impurities;  and  hence, 
says  Duiiglison,  "  one  of  the  greatest  hygienic  improvements  of  modern 
times,  has  been  a  proper  attention  to  circulation  of  air."  Our  object 
at  present  is  not  so  much  to  treat  upon  the  benefits  of  a  change  of  air, 
as  it  is  to  urge,  by  way  of  precaution,  the  proper  ventilation  of  confined 
apartments.  The  importance  or  necessity  of  introducing  fresh  air  into 
prisons,  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  benevolent  Howard  in  his  re- 
searches in  the  dungeons  of  Europe;  but,  indeed,  this  is  so  obvious, 
that  one  is  surprised  at  its  being  so  generally  neglected.  The  common 
neglect  accounts  at  once,  in  a  good  degree,  for  the  great  depreciation  of 
health  among  criminals  in  a  state  of  confinement.  We  could  never 
bring  ourselves  to  yield  to  the  notion  that  it  is  impossible  properly  or 
safely  to  ventilate  every  dungeon.  We  believe  it  may  always  be  done, 
though  it  may  demand  a  species  of  skill  not  usually  possessed  or  prac- 
tised. There  is  doubtless  a  great  want  of  skill  and  judgment  in  the 
erection  of  dwelling  houses  in  relation  to  this  matter.  We  are  fully  con- 
vinced that  every  dwelling  house  may  be  so  constructed,  as  to  admit  of 
such  a  free  circulation  of  air  as  would  secure  (all  things  being  equal) 
the  good  health  of  the  inmates. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  circumstance  for  the  learned  and  the  unlearned 
to  institute  comparisons  between  one  situation  or  locality  and  another, 
and  give  the  preference  in  point  of  health  to  that  which  is  more  elevated 
and  airy.  But  we  are  prepared,  from  actual  observation,  to  assert  the 
fact,  that  families  located  upon  comparatively  low  grounds  not  unfre- 
quently  enjoy  a  greater  amount  of  health,  than  those  which  occupy  more 
elevated  stations.  More  health  is  generally  enjoyed  by  families  located 
immediately  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  than  upon  the  hills  at 
moderate  distances  from  the  river.  The  same  fact  has  been  observed 
in  a  particular  section  of  one  of  the  largest  counties  in  Virginia.  One 
thir)g,  however,  is  pretty  well  ascertained,  that,  at  every  preferable  lo- 
cality of  that  sort,  there  is  a  provision  for  a  free  circulation  of  air.  It 
seems  that  a  mistake  is  sometimes  committed,  by  cutting  down  all  the 
trees  adjacent  to  an  elevated  situation,  as  these  may  serve  very  much  to 
promote  the  purity,  as  well  as  a  free  circulation  of  the  air. 

Enouiih  has  already  been  said  and  written  upon  choke  damp  and^re 
damp,  and  the  poisonous  nature  of  certain  gases  produced  by  the  chemist. 
Our  essay  is  intended  (however  illy  adajited  it  may  be)  for  general 
reading,  and  of  course  it  will  not  admit  of  a  chemical  or  philosophical 
discussion  of  these  wonders.  Let  it  suffice,  at  present,  to  observe,  that 
whenever  any  one  is  under  the  necessity  of  advancing  into  those  places 
where  fixed  air  has  been  known  to  exist,  it   would  be  a  wise  precaution 
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to  take  a  lighted  torch  along,  and  retire  immediately  at  the  first  sign  of 
its  being  extinguished. 

Before  we  close  this  essay,  we  cannot  forbear  offering  one  remark 
upon  a  change  of  air,  by  way  of  removal  from  one  place  to  another. 
We  have  actually  known  a  visit  to  the  Springs  of  Virginia  of  more  ser- 
vice, by  way  of  a  change  of  air,  and  the  exercise  and  circutnstances  of 
the  jouVney,  than  by  any  virtue  in  the  waters  themselves,  although  the 
evidence  in  favor  of  those  waters  is  very  great,  and  such  as  accumulates 
every  year. 


AMERICAN  DENTISTRY. 

To  the  Editoi'  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jomnal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  prevented,  till  within  a  few  davs,  from  the 
perusal  of  a  few  of  the  last  Journals  ;  and  in  looking  back,  I  find  in 
No.  17,  dated  November  28th,  under  the  head  Dental  Surgery,  a 
short  paragraph  introductory  to  a  letter  purporting  to  be  "  from  Mr. 
Robert  Nasmyth,  Dentist,  of  Edinburgh,  in  answer  to  one  written  to 
him  some  time  since  by  Henry  A.  Dewar,  M.D.,  of  Boston." 

The  reniarks  n)ade  in  that  paracjraph,  and  some  of  the  statements  in 
the  letter  (a  letter  surely  never  intended  for  publication),  so  far  as  they 
may  claim  attention  from  your  readers,  are  calculated  to  produce  impres- 
sions which  I  cannot  consent  to  have  circulate  through  the  extensive 
path  in  which  your  useful  periodical  passes,  without  a  few  observations 
which  may  tend  to  place  both  the  subjects  and  the  objects  of  the  above- 
mentioned  publication,  in  their  true  light. 

In  that  leading  paragraph  (uhich  I  take  to  have  been  written  by  Dr. 
Dewar  himself),  it  is  staled  that  Dr.  Deuar  had  written  to  Mr.  N.  con- 
cerning certain  matters  "  relating  to  the  practice  of  dentistry,  in  this 
country,  and  more  especially  to  the  important  branch  of  filling  teeth,  in 
which  many  decided  improvements  have  been  made,  and  which  are  as 
yet  but  little  known  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  for  reasons 
which  American  dentists  can  best  give." 

What  Dr.  Dewar  meant  by  this  pointed  insinuation  is  not  for  me  to 
say  ;  but  the  only  inference  which  can  be  drawn  from  such  an  observa- 
tion, as  must  have  been  clearly  seen  by  Dr.  Dewar,  is,  that  owing 
to  the  illiberality  of  American  dentists,  the  improvements  which  are 
made  by  inflividuals  are  confined  to  the  few  by  whom  they  are 
introduced.  But  it  must  be  said,  to  the  credit  of  those  who  are 
regularly  educated  to  the  profession,  who  are  best  informed,  and  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  improvements  which  have  been 
made,  that  they  are  not  of  the  class  who  are  given  to  jealousy  and  se- 
crecy. If  they  were,  it  would  not  have  been  so  easy  for  Dr.  Dewar  to 
have  written  to  his  friend  an  account  of  American  improvements.  They 
communicate  freely  with  each  other,  and  teach  their  pupils  without  re- 
serve all  that  pertains  to  their  profession.  They  do  not,  indeed,  often 
publish  in  medical  periodicals  every  little  improvement  in  their  treatment 
of  the  diseases  of  the  teeth  or  in  their  modes  of  operating,  till  they  have 
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been  fairly  tested ;  but  then  they  appear  in  due  time,  either  in  these  or 
in  works  of  another  form.  Nor  do  they  choose  to  spread  ihein  abroad 
in  the  columns  of  a  newspaper,  for  llie  convenience  of  those  wlio  are 
picking  up  the  means  of  practising  dentistry  at  some  rale  or  other,  le- 
gardless  of  the  manner,  and  indifferent  to  the  public  good.  And  it  is 
not  becoming  in  a  young  foreigner,  who  has  been  treated  with  all  due 
attention  and  confidence  by  Boston  dentists  and  others,  until  they  un- 
derstood his  movements  in  relation  to  themselves,  and  then  with  great 
forbearance,  to  be  in  any  way  the  author  of  such  a  paragraph  as  the 
one  we  have  noticed,  or  of  the  publication  of  such  a  letter  as  that  which 
follows  it,  considering  the  evident  purpose  for  whlcl)  it  has  been  done. 

In  that  paragraph  it  is  also  staled,  that  "  it  is  to  Dr.  Hudson,  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, that  the  world  has  been  chiefly  Indebted  for  the  high  stand 
whicli  dentistry  has  taken,"  Stc. — and  that  "  he  was  the  first  who 
showed  that  it  was  possible  to  retain  the  teeth  that  nature  had  given,  in 
most  instances,  instead  of  trusting  to  art  to  replace  them." 

What  can  Dr.  Dewar  mean  by  such  an  assertion  as  this,  except,  after 
mentioning  American  improvements  in  dentistry,  to  throw  the  principal 
credit  back  on  a  foreigner?  He  knows,  or  has  been  told,  as  much  of  ilie 
well-merited  reputation  of  Dr.  Heyden,  of  Baltimore,  and  of  Mr.  Parm- 
ley,  of  New  York,  as  he  has  of  Dr.  Hudson.  And  he  has  been  in- 
formed, also,  of  the  professional  reputation  of  the  senior  Dr.  Flagg,  late 
of  this  city,  to  whom,  if  to  any  one  person,  the  credit  is  due  for  intro- 
ducing an  effective  mode  of  treatment  for  arresting  the  diseases  of  the 
teeth,  which  treatment  he  practised,  and  ex[)lained  to  many  medical 
contemporaries,  before  Dr.  Hudson  catne  to  this  country.  Dr.  Dewar 
likewise  knows  well  the  important  standing  of  many  others,  who  aie  now 
in  the  vigor  of  life,  with  twenty  years  experience  or  more  in  their  pro- 
fession, to  some  of  whom  the  improvements  in  dentistry  for  the  last  fif- 
teen years,  owe  their  origin.  He  ought  to  know,  also,  that  in  no  single 
department  of  surgery  has  there  been  more  improvements  during  the 
same  period,  and  that  the  use  or  application  of  them  has  been  attainable 
to  all  who  would  avail  themselves  thereof  by  sharing  in  any  honorable 
and  reasonable  degree  the  labor  and  cost  of  introducing  them. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Nasmyth's  letter,  I  would  say  nothing  which 
sliould  reflect  discredit  to  that  gentleman  ;  1  have  for  several  years 
known  him  by  reputation,  as  a  celebrated  and  excellent  dentist,  and  one 
much  more  disposed  than  his  correspondent  to  reciprocate  the  civiliiies 
of  his  American  brethren  of  the  profession. 

It  was  evidently  intended  as  a  private  letter,  and  it  was  unjust  to  Mr. 
Nasmyth,  to  the  readers  of  the  Boston  Journal,  and  to  American  den- 
tists particularly,  to  |)ublish  it  in  the  manner  that  it  has  been. 

It  was  done  to  direct  attention  to  Dr.  Dewar^s  liberality  in  collect- 
ing the  various  American  improveujents  in  dentistry  (without  adverting 
to  the  manner  in  which  he  obtained  the  information),  and  then  freely 
communicatir)g  them  to  his  countrymen. 

But  Dr.  Dewar  contemplates  returning  to  Edinburgh  lo  establish 
himself  (his  own  word  for  this),  and  there  is  no  small  evidence  of  worldly 
ivisdom  in  his  paving  the  way  for  a  favorable  reception  by  Dr.  Nasmyth. 
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See  what  Ills  plans  are  for  this  purpose  !  He  has  been  made  to  believe 
that  the  great  secret  and  excelletice  of  fillins;  teeth  depends  on  the  par- 
ticuhir  n)ode  in  which  pieces  of  gold  are  curiously  placed  in  them,  more 
than  on  the  kiiowjedf^e,  skill  and  experience  of  the  operator ;  and  he 
sends  a  tooth,  which  has  been  filled  in  a  vise  by  a  Hiiclsonian  operator, 
to  Mr.  Nasinyth,  for  the  purpose  of  illnstraiinj^  the  different  steps  of  an 
important  and  often  difficult  operation  ;  which  is  about  as  sensible  as  it 
would  be  to  send  an  amputated  limb  to  St.  Thomas's,  in  London,  to 
show  how  adroitly  the  surgeon  had  removed  it,  at  the  IVlassachusetts 
General  Hospital. 

Specimens  of  American  mineral  teeth  are  also  sent  to  IVIr.  N.,  and  by 
the  remarks  in  the  letter,  he  no  doubt  viewed  tliem  as  made  by  Dr. 
Dewar,  and  so  the  latter  would  have  it  understood  by  those  who  read 
the  Journal  ;  yet  they  were  probably  the  porcelain  teeth  made  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, Which  are  better  than  any  that  are  yet  manufactured  in 
Europe,  but  not  to  be  compared  wilii  the  best  which  are  made  in  this 
city,  by  several  dentists,  who  prepare  them  for  their  own  operations 
only  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  Dr.  D.  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  make 
even  a  tolerable  imitation  of  them,  at  the  time  his  letter  to  Mr.  N. 
must  have  been  written — and  there  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that 
he  has  not  made  a  mineral  tooth,  such  as  should  be  used,  since  he  has 
been  in  Boston. 

In  the  next  place,  I  must  slate  that  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  letter 
relating  to  dentistry,  nor  was  it  so  pretended  by  the  writer  ;  then  why 
was  it  given  to  the  public  by  Dr.  D.,  except  to  present  the  appearance 
of  something  new  from  abroad,  and  to  produce  an  impression  in  his  own 
favor,  regardless  of  its  correctness,  or  the  bearing  it  would  have  on 
American  dentists. 

The  force|)s  for  filling  the  molar  teeth,  and  even  others  for  the  front 
teeth,  which  Mr.  N.  thinks  might  be  contrived,  have  been  used  in  this 
country  thirty  years. 

The  extracting  instrument  mentioned  in  the  letter  is  no  recent  im- 
provement, alihough  it  was  noticed  as  such  in  a  previous  number  of  the 
Journal — the  15lh.  It  was  introduced  twenty  years  ago — was  con- 
structed by  Dr.  Martin,  now  of  this  city — is  only  a  variation  of  the  old 
German  key,  the  use  of  which  is  now  generally  given  up  for  the  for- 
ceps ;  and  the  first  that  was  made  from  the  inventor's  pattern  is  now  in 
his  possession  at  my  house.  And  all  this  Dr.  Dewar  Tcnew  before  the 
puofication  of  Mr.  Nasmyth's  letter. 

One  thing  more,  not  new,  mentioned  in  the  letter,  is  the  amalgam  of 
silver  for  filling  teeth,  made  with  a  large  portion  of  quicksilver — a  base 
article,  which  never  ought  to  be  used  in  the  teeth,  and  never  ought  to 
be  publicly  brought  to  notice,  except  as  it  was  by  Mr.  Parmley,  of 
New  York,  a  few  years  since,  to  expose  the  vile  practice  of  the  Messrs. 
Crawcours,  who  were  committing  their  depredations  in  that  city  by  the 
use  of  this  or  a  similar  compound.  Mr.  Nasmyth  states  that  it  is  very 
useful  in  cases  where  there  is  too  much  tenderness  to  allow  the  use  of 
tin  or  gold— as  where  a  nerve  is  exposed,  &ic.  Owing,  however,  to 
lale  improvemeflts,  we  find  no  such  cases.    Any  tooth  which  has  enough 
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of  its  crown  left  to  be  worth  saving,  and  which  is  not  wholly  or  nearly 
ulcerated,  can  he  saved  by  proper  treatment,  and  gold  filling. 

I  wish  1  could  have  expressed  what  1  had  to  say  in  fewer  words  and 
with  less  personality,  than  I  have  done  ;  but  I  could  not  in  justice  to 
those  whom  it  concerns.  There  is  no  reason  for  bearinsr;  with  the  man 
in  submissive  silence  any  longer.  All  his  manoeuvres  have  been  of  a 
piece — for  while  he  has  received  the  attention  in  this  city  alre;:dy  men- 
tioned, he  has,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  standing  notice  in  your  .I.)urnal, 
for  a  year  or  two,  directed  tiie  public  eye  to  liimself  as  advantageously 
situated  to  receive  a  number  of  pupils,  and  to  afford  them  every  facility 
and  accommodation,  and  give  them  all  the  instruction  requisite  to  render 
them  accomplished  dentists;  when  it  was  well  known,  by  those  who 
knew  him  best,  that  he  was  not  in  any  due  degree  prepared  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind  in  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be,  and  in  which  it 
was  done  by  others  in  the  city.  Yours,  &£c., 

No.  31  Winter  Street.  J.  F.  F. 


DESLANDES'S   ESSAY. 

[The  following  letter,  to  the  editor,  from  Dr.  Woodward,  the  distin- 
guished Superintendent  of  the  Insane  Hospital,  at  Worcester,  speaks  so 
particularly  of  the  merits  of  Deslandes's  treatise  on  masturbation,  that 
we  avail  ourselves  of  his  remarks  with  a  view  to  encouraging  practi- 
tioners to  read  a  work  which  will  be  of  great  service  to  them  in  the 
course  of  a  professional  life.] 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  given  the  little  volume,  which  you  was  so  obliging 
as  to  send  me,  a  hasty  perusal.  The  facts  which  it  contains  are  nu- 
merous and  interesting,  and  the  results  of  the  observation  of  the  writer 
coincide  very  much  with  my  own,  as  you  probably  discover.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  author  is  much  more  extensive  than  mine,  and  his  con- 
clusions of  the  universality  of  the  habit  in  infants  and  yoimg  children 
may  be  too  sweeping,  I  have  no  doubt  the  habit  exists  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent ;  I  have  seen  it  myself  in  a  few  cases  very  young.  The 
opportunities  for  discovering  its  extent  with  females  is  much  greater  in 
France,  than  in  this  or  perhaps  any  other  country.  It  is  doubtless  very 
much  more  common  in  this  country  than  is  generally  supposed,  or  than 
most  medical  men  are  ready  to  believe.  That  it  is  a  most  fruitful  source 
of  ill  health  and  fatal  disease  with  the  young,  1  have  no  doubt.  In  this 
respect  I  think  the  volume  is  calculated  to  do  much  good  to  the  profes- 
sional reader.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  decidedly  the  best  book  extant 
on  the  subject,  for  the  physician,  and  it  is  designed  for  the  profession 
principally.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  go  into  extensive  circulation,  and 
that  the  faculty  will  all  procure  it  and  peruse  it  thoroughly.  From  oilr 
brethren  the  subject  has  not  received  the  attention  which  it  merits. 
Many  have  doubted  the  extent  of  the  evil  and  the  mischief  which  re- 
sults, merely  because  they  have  not  inquired.  The  views  of  the  writer 
are  excellent  on  this  subject.  We  must  inquire  of  our  patients  os  medi- 
cal men,  and  not  as  moralists  who  are  to  follow  a  discovery  of  the  fact 
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with  lectures  and  anathemas  on  its  moral  turpitude  and  sinfulness,  if  we 
wish  to  come  at  facts,  and  we  shall  generally  find  little  difficulty  of 
learning  the  whole  truth,  particularly  fiom  young,  men. 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  writer's  theories,  or  the  mode  of  ac- 
coimting  for  many  phenomena,  which  he  adopts  ;  and  after  saying  that 
1  should  think  him  occasionally  extravagant  in  his  descriptions,  and  too 
general  in  his  conclusions,  I  would  suggest  that  the  book  is  an  excellent 
manual,  and  decidedly  the  best  for  the  physician  of  any  that  can  be 
found  in  the  libraries.  Yours,  respectfully, 

Worcester,  Dec.  24,  1838.  S.  B.  Woodward. 


RECENT  VACCINE    LYMPH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  recently  vaccinated  some  children  with  matter  received 
from  Mr.  Estlin,  of  Bristol,  England.  He  had  the  rare  opportunity  of 
getting  it  directly  from  the  cow.  He  states  that  "  the  cow  diseased 
was  at  a  farm  in  Gloucestershire,  about  the  7th  of  August,  1838.  Miss 
A.  was  infected  by  milking. 

Jane inoculated  from  Miss  A.         -         -         - 

Stoll,  vaccinated  from  the  above 

Stiff  u  *.  ... 

Morris  "  "  ... 

Frankham  "  ... 

Webb  «  .<  ... 

Holden  «  a  ... 

Halton  «  "  .... 

Chalk  u  u  ... 

from  the  latter  of  whom  the  matter  now  forwarded  was  taken  on  the 
8th  day,  October  24,  1838." 

With  this  matter  I  vaccinated,  on  the  14th  of  this  month,  Andrew 
Roberts,  a  healthy  infant,  aet.  4  months.  The  quills  I  send  you  were 
charged,  to-day,  from  a  perfect  vesicle  on  his  arm. 

In  order  to  compare  this  matter  with  that  which  we  have  hitherto 
employed,  "  it  is  desirable  to  select  healthy  children  and  such  as  are  free 
from  cutaneous  disease."  Yours,  he. 

Boston,  Dec.  21,  1838.  C.  G.  Putnam. 

N.  B. — I  shall  have  a  full  supply  in  the  course  of  a  week,  for  any  of 
your  correspondents  who  may  wish  to  try  it.  C.  G.  P. 


THE   EYE. 

Sir  David  Brewster  laid  before  the  British  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  at  their  last  session,  a  series  of  beautifid  prepara- 
tions of  the  eye  made  by  Mr.  Clay  Wallace,  an  able  oculist  in  New 
York,  calculated  to  establish  some  important  points  in  the  theory  of 
vision.  As  no  paper  accompanied  these  preparations,  which  had  reached 
him  at  Newcastle,  Sir  David   Brewster  explained  to  the  meeting  their 
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general  nature  and  nnporlance.  Mr.  Clay  Wallace,  he  stated,  considers 
thai  he  has  discovered  the  apparatus  by  wiiich  the  eye  is  atljusied  lo 
different  distances.  Tiie  adjiisiinent  is,  he  conceives,  effycied  in  two 
ways — in  eyes  which  have  spherical  lenses  it  is  produced  l)y  •dfalcifunn 
or  liook-shaped  muscle  attached  ordy  to  one  side  of  the  lens,  which  hy 
its  construction  brings  the  crysialiine  lens  nearer  the  retina.  In  this 
case,  it  is  obvious  that  the  lens  will  liave  a  slij^ht  motion  of  rotation,  and 
that  the  diameter,  wliich  was  in  the  axis  of  vision  previous  to  the  con- 
traction of  the  muscle,  will  be  moved  out  of  that  axis  after  the  adjust- 
ment, so  that  at  different  distances  of  the  lens  from  the  retina  different 
dian)eters  of  it  will  be  placed  in  the  axis  of  vision.  As  the  diameters 
of  a  sphere  are  all  equal  and  similar,  Mr.  Clay  Wallace  considered  thai 
vision  would  be  equally  perfect  aloni^  the  diflerent  diameters  of  the  lens, 
brought  by  rotation  into  the  axis  of  vision.  Sir  Daud  Brewster,  liow- 
ever,  remarked  tlia^t  he  had  never  found  among  his  numerous  exair.ina- 
tions  of  the  lenses  of  fishes  any  which  are  perfectly  spherical,  as  ihey 
were  all  either  oblate  or  prolate  spheioids,  so  that  along  the  different 
diameters  of  the  solid  lens  the  vision  vvoidd  not  be  similarly  [)erformed. 
But,  independent  of  this  circumstance,  he  stated  that  in  every  solid 
lens  there  was  only  one  line  or  axis  in  which  vision  could  be  perfectly 
distinct,  namely,  the  axis  of  the  o[)tical  figure,  or  series  oi  positive  and 
negative  luminous  sectors,  which  are  seen  hy  the  analysis  of  polarized 
hght.  Along  every  other  dianieler  the  optical  action  of  the  lens  is  not 
symmetrical.  When  the  lens  is  not  a  sphere,  but  lenticular,  as  in  the 
human  eye  or  in  the  eyes  of  most  quadiupeds,  Mr.  Clay  Wallace  con- 
siders that  the  apparatus  for  adjustment  is  the  ciliary  processes,  to  which 
this  office  had  been  previously  ascribed,  tlioui^h  not  on  the  same  scien- 
tific grounds  as  those  discovered  by  Mr.  Wallace.  One  of  the  most 
important  results  of  Mr.  Wallace's  dissections  is  the  discovery  o{  fibres 
in  the  retina.  These  fibres  may  be  rendered  distinctly  visible.  They 
diverge  from  the  base  of  the  optic  nerve,  and  surround  the  foramen 
ovale  of  Soemmering  at  the  extremity  of  the  eye.  Sir  John  Herschel 
had  supposed  such  fil)res  to  be  requisite  in  the  explanation  of  the  theory 
of  vision,  and  it  is  therefore  doubly  interesting  to  find  that  they  have 
been  actually  discovered.  Sir  David  Brewster  concluded  his  observa- 
tions by  expressins;  a  hope  that  anatomists  in  that  coimtry  would  turn 
their  attention  to  this  subject  ;  and  that,  with  this  view,  he  would  place 
the  preparations  of  Mr.  Clay  Wallace  in  the  Exhibition  Rooms  at  New- 
castle during  the  week. 


LUNACY  IN   ENGLAND. 

From  a  return  made  to  the  House  of  Commons  (1836),  it  appears  that 
the  number  of  pauper  lunatics  was  as  Hillows  : — Paupers  confined  in 
asylums  built  under  the  provision  of  the  9th  George  IV.,  c.  40 — as 
lunatics,  males,  I2()0,  females,  1350  ;  idiots,  males,  90,  fefuales,  801  ; — 
confined  in  private  lunatic  asylums,  as  lunatics,  males,  659,  females, 
744  ;  idiots,  males,  35,  females,  53  ; — under  the  care  of  parish  officers, 
as  indoor  or  outdoor  paupers,  lunatics,  males,  915,  females,  1474  ;  idiots. 
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males,  3247,  females,  3760.  Total,  lunatics,  6402  ;  idiots,  7265  ;  lu- 
natics and  idiots,  13,667.  Lunatic  paupers  aiid  idiots  alone  form  000098 
of  the  entire  popidation,  or  1  in  1024.  In  436  Unions,  there  were 
5259  idiots  (2602  from  hirth),  and  3841  lunatics,  of  whom  2601  were 
deemed  incurable.  Of  1000  not  more  than  286  were  (.oiifieniiai  idiots  ; 
while  the  entire  class  of  idiots  amounted  to  double  the  number,  or  578  ; 
422  were  lunatics,  of  whom  287  in  the  1000  were  considered  incmable, 
135  curable.  From  the  last  Parliamentary  returns  (1831 ),  it  appears 
that  there  were  about  108  licensed  lunatic  asylums  in  Eng,land — 70  in 
the  country,  38  in  the  n)etropolitan  district ;  and  that  the  houses  con- 
tained 4495  insane  patients.  If  we  assume  that  the  numl)er  of  pauper 
lunatics,  in  licensed  houses,  was  1491,  as  '\u  1836,  it  will  leave  3004 
private  patients  to  be  added  to  the  13,567  before  enumerated.  As  the 
lunatics  in  private  custody  are  not  counted,  and  great  numbers  are 
known  not  to  be  enumerated,  we  cannot  set  down  the  insane  persons  in 
England  at  much  less  than  20,000.  The  majority  of  the  insane  are 
naturally  paupers,  as  the  n)aintenance  of  a  helpless  lunatic  by  poor 
people  is  absolutely  impossible.  But  the  rich  are  not  exempt  fron)  In- 
sanity ;  and  it  was  ascertained  in  1833,  that  the  clear  annual  income  of 
399  lunatics,  confined  under  the  Crown  alone,  amounted  to  nearly 
305,966/.  The  incoiiies  of  351  amounted  to  269,158/.;  the  in- 
come of  48  was  not,  at  the  lime,  ascertained.  The  average  an- 
nual income  of  each  lunatic  in  the  care  of  the  Lord-keeper,  was  766/. 
16s.,  and  the  entire  property  of  these,  if  the  clear  revenue  be  4  per 
cent,  on  its  value,  nmst  amount  to  7,649,000/.  To  this  must  be  added 
certainly  not  a  smaller  sum  lor  the  3000  private  patients  under  confine- 
ment in  licensed  houses.  Ttie  pro|ierty  belongini^  lo  the  insane  in  Eng- 
land must  amount  to  fourteen  millions  sterling ;  and  the  clear  atmual 
revenue  of  their  estates  and  properties  to  somewhere  about  600,000/. 
a  year. — London  Lancet. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  A  N  D  SURG  I  C  A  L  JOURN  A  L. 

BOSTON,      JANUARY      2,    18.'?  9. 


THE   TRUE   VALUE   OF  MEDICAL    EXPERIENCE. 

Such  is  the  title  prefixed  to  an  introductory  lecture  delivered  in  the 
Medical  Institute  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
sent term,  by  Henry  Miller,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  the 
Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.  One  evidence  of  the  value  placed 
upon  this  performance,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  a  respectable 
committee  of  the  class  solicited  the  manuscript  for  publication.  This 
was  a  flattering  tribute  to  the  talents  of  Dr.  Miller.  And  more  particu- 
larly so,  from  the  circumstance  that  he  had  not  anticipated  the  honor. 
In  his  answer  to  the  committee  the  following  remarks  occur:  "I  do  not 
estimate  it  as  highly  as  those  who  did  me  the  honor  to  listen  to  it,  and  it 
was  conceived  and  delivered  without  the  remotest  idea  of  its  publication 
being  solicited."     Thus  wo  discover  that  Dr.  Miller  made  an  honest 
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expression  of  his  own  individual  thoughts  upon  a  sul)ject  which  has  long 
exercised  the  profound  attention  of  men  in  all  conditions  of  life.  Vie 
make  a  lew  quotations. 

"  The  Hrst  and  most  essential  qualify  of  valualile  experience,  which 
we  shall  mention,  is,  thai  il  grow  out  of  an  inldligent  and  discriminating 
observation  of  the  phenomena  that  are  its  objects.  These  phenomena  are 
the  product  of  the  action  of  external  agents  on  the  human  system,  and 
the  object  of  investigation  is  the  discovery  of  the  order  of  their  sequence, 
or  the  assigning  of  a  cause  for  each  succes.sive  effect  that  may  be 
developed." 

"  The  connection  between  the  disease  before  us  and  the  cause  which 
we  assisn  for  it  may  have  no  other  than  an  imaginary  existence,  and  yet 
the  evidence  collected  in  a  hasty  examination  may  be  regarded,  by  a  .su- 
perficial inquirer,  as  demonstrative  of  its  reality.  The  error  which  may 
be  easily  committed  here  is  accusing  as  the  morbific  a  certain  cause, 
for  no  other  reason  than  its  propinquity  to  the  disease.  The  hitest  irregu- 
larity or  disturbing  influence  to  which  the  patient  may  have  been  ex- 
posed, is  apt  to  be  arraigned  as  the  cause  of  his  malady,  while  it  may,  in 
truth,  have  no  coimection  whatever  with  it,  or  at  most  have  only  favored 
its  germination.  But  if  the  search  after  morbific  causes  may  be  frus- 
trated, much  mare  difficult  is  the  tracing  of  their  effects  on  the  system, 
for  these  are  evolved  in  obedience  to  the  vital  laws  which  govern  its 
several  component  parts.  All  diseases,  however  simple,  are  composed 
of  a  number  of  phenomena  successively  arising,  between  which  such  a 
relation  exists  as  authorizes  us  to  consider  that  which  immediately  pre- 
cedes the  cause  of  that  which  follows.  In  other  words,  disease  is  a  cate- 
nation of  morbid  phenomena,  and  the  object  of  our  researches  is  the 
discovery  of  the  order  of  their  succession.  Nor  is  this  merely  a  curious 
inquiry — on  its  successful  prosecution  depend  all  rational  views  of  pa- 
thology and  practice.  Ignorance  of  any  link  in  the  morbid  cham  muti- 
lates the  whole  ;  while  the  misplacement,  or  undue  exaltation  or  depres- 
sion of  any  one,  leaves  only  a  distorted  perception  of  the  disease,  which 
cannot  fail  to  influence  prejudicially  its  remedial  management." 

"  At  all  periods  in  the  history  of  medicine,  the  rage  has  been  the  dis- 
covery of  new  remedies.  Earth,  air  and  ocean,  the  vegetable,  animal 
and  mineral  kingdoms,  have  been  ransacked — their  products  have  been 
tortured  in  the  cliemisl's  crucible,  to  extract  some  principle  of  wondrous 
potency,  not  without  hope  that  nature  might  be  betrayed  into  the  revela- 
tion of  an  elixir,  reversive  of  her  irrevocable  sentence,  and  conferring 
immortality  on  earth  to  man.  Nor  has  this  earnest  search  been  without 
fruit — a  multitude  of  substances,  solid,  liquid  and  aeriform,  have  been 
discovered,  possessed  of  active  sanative  properties  ;  but  amidst  this  co- 
pious pharmacopneia,  how  many  articles  are  there  whose  modus  operandi 
is  well  understood,  whose  etlVcts  on  the  system,  in  health  and  disease, 
have  been  thoroughly  investigated  ?  With  relerence  to  ony  one  article 
of  the  materia  medica,  is  our  knowledge  of  its  pro|)ertics  so  miniUe  as  to 
enable  us  to  predict  its  precise  operation  in  the  various  kinds  and  grades 
of  disease  to  which  it  may  be  applied  ?  To  make  correct  observations 
on  this  subject  is  no  child's  play,  nor  is  it  the  work  of  an  individual  or 
of  a  single  generation.  The  effect  of  medicines  is  not  the  same  in 
health  as  in  disease — in  one  disease  as  in  another,  and  every  disturbing 
or  modifying  influence  is  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  in  all  our  inquiries 
to  learn  their  true  properties  and  remedial  application. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  advanced  age  if  not  state  of  medicine,  it  may 
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well  be  doubted  whether  we  are  possessed  of  such  accurate  observations 
as  to  be  acquainted  with  the  precise  value  of  a  remedy,  which  has  been 
employed  and  maintained  its  reputation  longer  than  any  other,  albeit 
certain  wiseacres  have  undertaken  to  decry  it — we  mean  bloodletting. 
The  recent  researches  of  Louis,  conducted  upon  the  principles  of  the 
numerical  method,  render  it  doubtful,  at  least,  whether  the  lancet  is  as 
potent  an  agent  in  pneumonitis  as  it  has  been  generally  esteemed.  With 
relation  to  this  and  every  other  therapeutical  agent,  there  is  need  of  ad- 
ditional observations,  prosecuted,  if  not  according  to  his  plan,  with  the 
exactitude  and  in  the  philoso|)hical  spirit  of  the  great  French  pathologist. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  sometbing  like  the  same  certainty,  which 
distinguishes  the  physical  sciences,  be  introduced  into  medicine." 

Although  incompatible  with  the  usages  of  our  Journal  to  copy  exten- 
sively, we  are  unwilling  to  leave  Dr.  Miller  without  making  one  more 
extract. 

"  The  popular  conception  is,  as  we  have  said,  that  a  physician's  ac- 
quisitions are  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  observations  he  has  made, 
as  if  he  knows  nothing  as  he  ought  except  what  he  has  learned  for  him- 
self; and  the  senior  members  of  the  profession  not  unfrequently  endorse 
this,  by  the  admission  that  their  juniors  are  clever,  promising  men, 
coupled  with  the  significant  intimation  that  they  lack  experience.  It  is 
true  that  medicine  is  or  ought  to  be  only  a  collection  of  facts  and  princi- 
ples, which  are  nothing  but  general  facts,  ascertained  by  the  con)parison 
and  classification  of  individual  ones.  But  how  many  of  these  facts  is  it 
the  privilege  of  any  single  person  to  furnish  }  Probably  he  who  plumes 
himself  most  on  his  experience  has  not  contributed  a  solitary  new  fact, 
although  in  his  ignorance  of  the  labors  of  his  predecessors,  he  may 
imagine  that  he  has  done  wonders.  He,  in  common  with  his  brother  who 
started  after  him,  is  continually  drawing  upon  the  great  fountain  of  facts 
which  the  experience  of  ages  has  accumulated,  and  which  possesses  this 
property  of  the  Pierian,  that  shallow  draughts  intoxicate  tl)e  brain,  and 
drinking  largely  sobers  us  again.  He  has  enjoyed,  indeed,  multiplied 
opportunities  of  verifying,  and  not  a  (ew  of  rectilyuig  the  observations  of 
those  who  preceded  him.  With  regard  to  the  medicines,  especially, 
which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  using,  he  has  not  been  without  the 
means  of  ascertaining,  with  greater  precision,  their  shades  of  difl^erence, 
the  indications  for  their  employment,  and  the  efl^ects  which  they  may  be 
relied  on  to  produce,  in  the  diversified  morbid  states  for  which  he  has 
daily  administered  them.  But  is  medicine  ordinarily  practised  in  the 
philosophical  spirit — the  chief  attribute  of  which  is  freedom  from  theo- 
retical prepossessions  and  a  stern  determination  to  follow  nature  in  the 
pursuit  of  facts,  without  which  advancement  in  science  is  impossible  ? 
We  fear,  or  rather  we  knoru  that  it  is  not.  The  mass  of  physicians  rest 
satisfied  with  the  attainments  they  make  during  their  pupi!;ige,  or  if  they 
look  with  unwonted  interest  into  the  manifold  phenomena  which  court 
their  inspection,  too  often  they  see  through  the  spectacles  of  theory, 
which  moulds  their  pliant  observations  to  its  shape.  What  advantage, 
then,  has  the  experienced  over  the  inexperienced  physician  }  Viewed 
in  the  light  of  sober  truth,  he  has  not  generally  whereof  to  boast.  He 
is  more  skilled  in  the  tactics  of  his  profession  ;  he  does  not  necessarily 
know  more — he  may  know  less  ;  he  has  cnly  been  drilled  in  the  applica- 
tion of  knowledge  derived  form  others." 

On  the  whole,  the  students  who  were  the  active  agents  in  giving  pub- 
licity to  this  excellent  discourse,  deserve  commendation   for  their  pene- 
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trafion.  It  is  worlh  more  to  the  college  than  a  donation,  because  it  evi- 
dt-nces  to  the  nnild  tijat  there  is  substance — more  substance  than  shovr 
— in  the  medical  facuhy. 


Brown^s  Improved  Injecting  Apparatus. — The  inventor  of  this  compact 
and  economical  apparatus  will  reap  the  benefit  of  his  ingenuity.  In  the 
first  place,  the  entire  bulk  of  the  whole  instrument  is  so  small,  that,  upon 
emergency,  it  might  be  packed  in  a  waistcoat  pocket.  Another  advan- 
tage over  the  whole  catalogue  of  contrivances  now  generally  in  use,  is 
its  extreme  simplicity.  It  can  never,  necessarily,  get  out  of  order. 
Those  most  familiar  to  us,  retailed  by  the  druggists  at  a  high  cost — • 
wholly  l)eyond  the  reach  of  a  person  of  moderate  means — have  long 
flexible  tubes,  ivory  fixtures,  and  metallic  show-bills  in  the  shape  of  cop- 
per plates,  gilded  screw  heads,  Sec,  entirely  useless,  but,  nevertheless, 
expensive.  Here  we  have  the  smallest  possible  quantity  of  metal  to 
pay  for,  connected  with  a  sack,  in  the  shape  of  a  conical  tube,  manufac- 
tured from  Goodyear's  patent  India  rubber,  a  species  of  manufacture 
which  sustains  a  high  reputation  wherever  its  good  qualities  are  known. 
Lastly,  it  is  truly  what  it  purports  to  be,  an  excellent,  economical  self-in- 
jecting instrument.  Mr.  Brown  deserves  the  patronage  of  the  afflicted 
and  those  who  are  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  mechanical  means 
to  preserve  an  even  standard  of  health. 


Medical  Examiner. — The  journal  having  the  above  title  has  been  pub- 
lished at  Philadelphia  every  fortnight  during  the  past  year.  Dining  this 
time,  it  has  been  ably  conducted  by  Messrs.  Biddle  and  Clymer,  two  in- 
telligent and  zealous  members  of  the  medical  profession.  Hereafter  Dr. 
Gerhard,  the  able  pathologist,  will  be  associated  with  them,  and  the  work 
will  be  published  every  week.  It  will  contain,  as  it  has  done  heretofore, 
lectures  delivered  at  several  institutions  in  Philadelphia,  bil)liographical 
notices,  clinical  reports,  therapeuucal  details,  Sic.  8tc.  Among  the  lec- 
tures thus  circulated  are  several  by  Drs.  Chapman,  Jackson,  Gibson, 
Gerhard,  &.c.  In  one  of  the  late  numbers  is  a  very  interesting  summary 
of  the  life  of  Jenner.  The  original  editors  are  determined  to  make  their 
undertaking  worthy  of  patronage,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  they  have 
engaged  Dr.  Gerhard  to  assist  them.  We  commend  their  journal  to  the 
medical  profession,  for  we  believe  that  a  periodical  under  the  direction  of 
such  editors  will  ever  be  true  to  itself  and  to  the  highest  principles  of 
medical  investigatif)n. 

We  understand  that  Dr.  11.  I.  Howditch,  of  this  city,  has  been  author- 
ized to  receive  subscriptions.     Price  5l§5,00  per  annum. 


Louisville  Medical  Institute. — A  correspondent,  belonging  to  the  Louis- 
ville M<mIi<  al  Institute,  writes  that  the  students  number  one  hundred  and 
eleven,  and  further,  that  the  college  edifices  far  exceed,  in  point  of  con- 
venience, any  medical  estalilishmeiit  in  this  country  or  Europe.  A  par- 
ticular description  of  each  and  all  things  pertaining  to  the  institution 
would  much  oblige  us.  It  is  desirable  that  we  should  be  in  possession 
of  it,  with  the  addition  of  an  engraving,  if  there  is  to  be  one,  by  April. 


Toolhaker^s  Instrument. — A  tooth  extract.->r,  having  a  crescent-shaped 
fulcrum,  which   has   Iteen   known   a  considerable  time  to  the  profession. 
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but  which  was  never  extensively  mnnufactured,  has  undergone  manifest 
improvements,  suggested  by  Dr.  Toothaker,  of  South  Reading,  whose 
name  /s  familiar  to  our  readers  as  the  writer  of  essays  on  medical  botany. 
The  essential  improvement  consists  in  having  the  fulcrum  taken  ofT 
readily,  so  as  to  adapt  the  hook  for  a  tooth  on  either  side  of  the  jaw. 
Next,  the  hook  is  never  necessarily  taken  from  its  groove  in  the  fulcrum  ;. 
and,  lastly,  the  fulcrum  is  kept  fast,  at  the  end  of  the  bar,  by  a  spring. 
All  these  common-place  conveniences  have  been  attained  before,  but  it 
is  pretty  certain  that  a  really  good  instrument  was  never  offered  more 
reasonably,  and  we  therefore  recommend  those  interested  in  this  branch 
of  the  profession,  to  call  at  the  Messrs.  Brewers,  Washington  street^ 
Mr.  White's  apothecary  shop,  in  the  same  street,  and  Mr.  Kidder's, 
Court  street,  and  examine  the  article,  or  at  this  office. 

JVciv  Edition  of  Laennec. — Messrs.  Wood,  of  New  York,  the  pub- 
lishers, will  please  accept  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the  above  work,  en- 
riched by  notes  and  translations  from  Andral,  by  our  neighbor,  Dr.  John 
D.  P'isher,  of  Boston.  It  came  too  late  to  receive  further  attep.tion  the 
present  week,  than  barely  to  say  that  it  is  a  large  octavo  of  782  pages, 
well  printed,  and  on  sale  at  Ticknor's,  in  Washington  street. 


The  Scurvy. — The  British  ship  Exmouth,  which  lately  carried  out 
recruits  from  England  for  the  India  service,  was  obliged  to  put  into 
port  on  her  passage,  on  account  of  the  extensive  prevalence  of  scurvy 
among  the  troops  on  board.  The  occurrence  of  this  disease  in  ships  is 
uncommon  of  lute  years,  and  is  thought  in  this  instance  to  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  inactive  life  led  by  the  recruits  on  the  passage.  It  disap- 
peared shortly  after  they  were  sent  ashore  for  a  day  or  two,  and  had 
taken  on  board  a  supply  of  fresh  meat,  fruit  and  vegetables.  In  the 
early  voyages  round  the  world,  hundreds  of  persons  commonly  died  on 
board  of  one  ship  by  this  disease. 


Acknotvledgment. — The  editor  of  the  American  Medical  Almanac  takes  this 
method  to  inform  several  gentlemen  with  whom  he  has  not  the  pleasure  of  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance, to  whom  the  above  named  work  has  been  sent,  that  they  were 
presented  with  it  by  one  of  the  profession  of  Boston,  who  oflen  does  liberal 
deeds  ;  rnd  as  in  this  case  he  refuses  to  have  his  name  disclosed,  it  is  an  act  of 
justice  to  make  this  explanation. 

Whole  nuiiiber  oT  deaths  in  Uosuin  for  llie  week  ending  Dec.  l!9,  40.     Ahiles,  21  — If  innles',  19. 

Of  cfitisumptidD,  8 — brain  fever,  1— dropsy,  1  — measles,  2 — intemperance,  1 — snddeii, 2— maras- 
mus, 2— lung  fever,  3— scarlet  fever,  5— dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— infantile,  3— tits,  2 — bydrocepbalus,  1 
— old  age,  2— bowel  complaint,  1 — inflammation  of  llie  bowels,  1  — slillborn,  1. 


NKW   I.EKCH    ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  medical  profession  are  hereby  informed  that  the  subscriber  lias  made  such  arrangements  that  he 
will  be  able  to  supply  them  with  the  best  Foreicn  Leeches,  al  llie  lowe.-t  miirket  price.  Tliey  will  be 
safely  put  up  in  bo.\es,  with  the  clay  in  which  they  were  imported.  Physicians  may  be  certain  that 
careful  attention  will  be  given  to  their  orders.  SF.Tii  W.  FOWLe, 

Oct.  17 — lyeop  33  I'rince  St.  corner  of  Salem  St.  Boston. 

FOR   SALE, 

VViTHiN  thirty  miles  of  Boston,  an  estate  now  occupied  liy  a  physician,  who  is  about  to  leave  the 
place.  It  will  be  sold  at  cost,  which  is  between  2500  and  .3000  dollars.  The  practice  is  a  valuable 
one,  as  can  be  satisfiictorily  shown  to  any  applicant.  For  name  and  place,  inquire  at  tbisofiice  j  if 
by  mail,  post  paid.  Nov  21— 3t 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

PHrsiciANS  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccib» 
ViBUs,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Ediloi  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing: 
one  doMar,  post-paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.  25. 
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ALBANY   MEDICAL   COLLEGE. 

The  public  course  of  lectures  in  this  liislitution  will  cuniineiice  on  VViDNESDAr,  the  2d  of  January, 
IS^J,  and  continue  sixteen  vveekx.  The  new  and  extensive  College  edifice,  which  has  been  com- 
plete 1  during  the  past  sum  iier,  i:<  situated  in  a  centr.il  position,  and  in  architectural  character,  di- 
niensious,  aud  internal  arrangement,  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  medical  instruction. 
Tlie  museum  of  the  in-ititution  occupies  a  routn  fifty  feet  sipiare,  two  stories  high,  with  a  gallery, and 
glass  cases  above  and  below.  It  is  furnislied  with  an  extensive  and  choice  colleriion  of  specimens 
ill  healthy  and  morbid  anatomy,  together  with  casts,  models,  plates,  and  magnified  drawings  in  great 
variety,  and  every  kind  of  preparation  necessary  to  illustrate  the  departments  of  Anatomy  and  Phy- 
siology, ciurgery  and  Obstetrics.  The  other  departments  are  provided  with  ample  means  for  illustra- 
tion, and  with  all  the  apparatus  and  materials  necessary  to  render  the  courses  full,  practical  and 
complete.  The  Anat(milcal  Tlieatre,  which  will  be  appropriated  to  all  the  demonstrative  branches, 
is  fifty  feet  square,  with  seats  for  -101)  persons,  arranged  in  a  circular  manner  around  the  area  for  the 
lecturer,  which  is  lighted  by  a  large  dome  and  sky-light  immediately  above  it.  Tlie  dissecting  rooms, 
wi|ich  are  spacious  and  convenient,  will  be  kept  open  during  the  term,  under  the  immediate  charge 
of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  hy  whom  every  facility  will  be  provided  for  the  cultivation  of  practical 
anatomy  and  operative  surgery. 

The  (Jheiiiic  il  Laboratory  and  other  apartments  are  large  and  commodious,  and  well  adapted  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed.  'I'heconrse  in  Cliemistiy  and  Natural  History  will  be  illus- 
trated by  extensive  and  richly  furnished  collections  in  Mineralogy,  Geology  and  IJotany,  and  to  some 
extent  in  Comparative  Anatomy.  In  Materia  .Medica  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  departments,  it  is  designed  to  exhibit  as  many  facts  and  illustiations  as  possible,  and  to  render 
every  subject,  so  far  as  is  practicable,  a  demonstrative  one. 

There  will  be  clinical  Instruction  in  Surgery  and  Practice  every  Saturday  during  the  term,  at  the 
hospital  connected  with  the  Almshouse,  wheie  there  will  be  opportunities  of  witnessing  a  great  vari- 
ety of  cases  and  surgical  operations.  All  operations  on  the  poor  will  be  performed  gratuitously  (if  in 
the  presence  of  the  class)  during  the  term. 

Degrees  will  be  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  term,  and  all  the  powers  and   privileges  conferred  by 
other  medical  institutions  of  the  State,  will  be  secured  to  the  graduate.     The  requirements  of  candi- 
dates for  graduation  are  the  same  as  at  other  institutions. 
The  lectures  in  thedifiKrent  departments  will  be  delivered  as  follows: 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Sureerv,  by        .        .        -        -        Alden  March,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  .Medicine,"  by      -----     David  M.  Reesc,  M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  by     -        -        -        -        -        Ebenezer  Emmons,  .M.D. 

Aiialomy  and  Physiology,  hy  -        -        .        .         .        -    James  H.  Aiimsby,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  Oisease.s  of  Women  and  Children,  by       -        He.nrv  Greene,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  by         -----     David  M.  .M'Lachlan,  M.D. 

Medical  Jiiiisprudence,  by Amos  Dean,  Esq. 

The  price  of  tickets  to  all  the  lectures  is  $05.  Graduation  fee,  $'20.    Matriculation  fee,  $.5.    Dissect- 
ing fee,  .^>.     Graduates,  licentiates,  regular  practitioners,  and  students  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  lectures  at  any  incorpor.ited  institution,  are  required  topay  only  the  matriculation  fee. 
The  price  of  boarding  and  lodging  varies  from  $2,50  to  $y,00  per  week. 
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(Continued  from  page  123.) 

But  there  is  another  case  particularly  frequent  in  the  puerperal  state,  it 
is  that  of 

The  Effects  of  Stomachal  and  Intestinal  Irritation. — Some  of  the 
effects  of  intestinal  iiritaiion  may  be  observed  before  parturition.  But 
it  is  far  more  usual  to  find  them  developed  afterwards.  They  generally 
take  place  rather  suddenly  about  forty  or  fifty  hours  after  delivery;  but 
the  puerperal  state  appears  so  to  dispose  to  this  affection,  that  the  pre- 
sence of  any  cause  of  stomachal  or  intestinal  irritation,  cannot  always  ba 
borne  with  impunity  for  many  days  even  after  delivery. 

This  affection  may,  for  the  facility  of  description,  be  divided  into  the 
acute  and  insidious:  each  of  these  forms  manifests  itself  with  general 
symptoms  only,  or  with  some  predominant  local  affection. 

The  acute  form  of  intestinal  irritation  is  generally  ushered  in  by  a 
violent  rigor.  This  is  an  important  lact ;  for  rigor  has  been  considered 
as  denoting  puerperal  inflammation,  and  essential  to  the  latter  disease. 
Neither  of  these  suppositions  is  true  :  for  puerperal  fever  may  occur  in 
a  severe  and  fatal  form  without  rigor ;  and  the  severest  rigor  may  only 
portend  an  attack  of  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation  ;  and  in  general 
the  latter  disease  is  attended  with  even  a  severer  rigor  than  the  former. 

In  the  attack  of  intestinal  irritation,  there  is  usually,  after  the  rigor, 
great  heat  of  the  surface.  I  have  already  observed,  that  this  is  by  no 
means  an  essential  part  of  puerperal  inflammation  ;  indeed,  I  do  not 
think  that  it  properly  belongs  to  the  latter  disease,  but  that,  when  it 
does  occur  with  inflammation,  it  denotes  a  mixed  case,  and  the  co-exist- 
ence of  intestinal  irritation. 

In  the  attack  of  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation,  there  is  usually 
earlier  and  even  greater  frequency  of  the  pulse  than  in  cases  of  puer- 
peral inflammation ;  the  pulse  is  also  usually  fuller  than  in  the  latter 
disease. 

Intestinal  irritation  induces  symptoms  which  are  similar  to  those  of 
the  most  acute  phrenilis,  or  to  those  of  the  most  acute  peritonitis.  This 
is  a  remark  of  the  utmost  practical  importance  ;  for  the  remedies  in 
these  different  cases  are  totally  different  ;  and  1  should  say,  that  in  the 
former,  the  freest  bloodletting  must  be  aided  by  purgative  medicines, 
whilst,  in  the  latter,  the  freest  and  fullest  evacuation  of  the  intestines 
must  be  aided  by  bloodletting.  A  mistake,  in  either  case,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  endanger  the  life  of  the  patient ;  and  it  is  a  foolish  and  idle  re- 
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mark  to  say,  that  it  is  belter  to  mistake  irritation  for  inflammation,  than 
inflammation  for  irritation.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  attend  to 
the  distinctions  which  I  have  made  between  inflammation  and  intestinal 
irritation,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  ;  for,  ahhougli  both  bloodletting,  and 
]iurging  are  to  be  used  in  every  case,  yet  the  former  is  (he  remedy  in 
inflammation,  and  the  latter  in  intestinal  irritation.  If  the  cure  of  in- 
flammation be  trusted,  even  chiefly,  to  purgative  medicines,  I  think  it 
will  frequently  proceed  to  the  destruction  of  the  patient  ;  and  if  bloodlet- 
ing  should  be  chiefly  employed,  in  like  manner  in  intestinal  irritation,  I 
believe  it  would  leave  the  disease  unsubdued,  and  eventually  plunge  the 
patient  into  a  state  of  irremediable  exhaustion. 

The  affection  of  the  head  and  of  the  abdomen  frequently  co-exist,  or 
alternate,  in  the  same  case  ;  but  sometimes  one  of  them  exists  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  other,  or  supervenes  upon  the  cessation  of  the  other ; 
and  in  the  latter  case  the  affection  of  the  head  usually  succeeds  that 
of  the  abdomen. 

The  diagnosis  is  much  confirmed  by  this  conjimction  of  the  affections. 

In  the  affection  of  the  head  from  intestinal  irritation,  there  is  fre- 
quently the  severest  pain,  and  the  utmost  intolerance  of  noise,  light,  and 
disturbance  of  every  kind.  It  is  in  these  cases,  principally,  that  the 
pavement  is  covered  with  straw,  the  knocker  tied,  the  patient's  room 
kept  dark  and  still,  so  that  these  very  external  circumstances  speak  a 
signiflcant  language  to  the  physician.  To  the  symptoms  which  have 
been  enumerated,  are   frequently  added  wakefulness,  and  even  delirium. 

When  the  abdomen  is  affected  from  intestinal  irritation,  there  is  gene- 
ral pain,  tenderness  upon  pressure,  and  frequently  tumidity,  combined 
with  the  general  symptonis  which  1  have  already  enumerated. 

Much  is  effected  and  learnt  in  this  case  by  the  exhibition  of  large 
injections  of  warm  water,  and  of  active  purgative  medicines,  a  careful 
examination  of  the  evacuations,  and  a  studious  observation  of  the  effects 
produced  upon  the  disease.  The  faeces  will  be  found  to  be  scybalous, 
or  at  least,  offensive  and  dark  colored,  and  in  large  quantity.  And  the 
relief  obtained,  or  the  return  of  pain,  will  be  found  to  depend  upon  the 
evacuated,  or  neglected,  state  of  the  bowels. 

Another  point  of  great  importance  is  an  attentive  inquiry  into  the  diet 
of  the  patient  ;  this  inquiry  frequently  reveals  the  mystery  of  an  attack, 
and,  of  course,  immediately  leads  to  the  adoption  of  an  important  lemedy. 

In  regard  to  the  course  of  cases  of  intestinal  irritation,  I  imagine  that 
under  judicious  treatment,  this  would  always  be  one  of  progressive  re- 
covery. When  a  contrary  event  occurs,  1  think  it  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  misuse  of  remedies — and  especially  of  bloodletting.  In  this  manner 
some  of  the  symptou)s  are  supeiinduced — and  sometimes  a  sudden  dis- 
solution has  overwhelmed  the  practitioner  with  consternation. 

I  have  already  noticed  that  one  of  the  characteristics  of  intestinal  irri- 
tation is  the  susceptibility  to  syncope  upon  bloodletting.  This  is,  of 
course,  much  more  remarkable  upon  a  second  or  third  bloodletting,  than 
upon  a  first  use  of  the  lancet.  1  have  now  to  add,  that  no  dependence  can 
be  placed  upon  the  appearance  of  the  blood  drawn.  This  n)ay  be  much 
buffed  and  cupped,  in  the  puerperal  slate,  without  the  existence  of  in- 
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flammation,  and  in  cases  of  the  most  decided  inflammation  these  ap- 
pearances of  the  blood  may  be  but  little  observed. 

I  have  scarcely  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  state  of  the  in- 
ternal organs  after  death  ;  lor  in  general  the  patients  affected  by  intesti- 
nal irritation  have  recovered.  But  I  have  no  doubt  that  such  an  exami- 
nation would  illustrate  the  following  important  remark  of  the  late  Dr. 
Denman : — "  We  have  been  told  that  in  the  dissection  of  some  who  are 
said  to  have  died  of  puerperal  fever,  no  appearances  of  inflanunation 
have  been  discovered  ;  but  I  should  suspect  that,  in  such  cases,  some 
important  appearances  have  been  overlooked,  or  that  errors  had  been 
committed  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  probably  in  its  treatment." 

A  due  consideration  of  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation  will  also 
serve  to  elucidate  other  cases  of  morbid  affection,  in  which  the  appear- 
ances of  inflammation  were  looked  for  on  dissection  but  were  not  found. 
This  observation  applies  particularly  to  affections  of  the  head,  heart  and 
abdomen. 

In  several  cases  of  this  morbid  affection,  which  I  had  the  opportunity 
of  examining  many  years  ago,  no  morbid  appearances  were  found  on  the 
most  careful  inspection. 

I  have  already  sufficiently  alluded  to  the  causes  of  this  affection. 
They  are,  for  the  most  part,  obvious  sources  of  gastric  or  of  intestinal 
irritation  ;  the  former  chiefly  affecting  the  head,  the  latter  both  the  head 
and  the  abdomen,  either  together  or  separately. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation,  1  would  by  no 
means  exclude  the  use  of  the  lancet.  Bloodletting  tnay  be  useful  in 
such  a  case,  for  the  same  reason  that  it  is  useful  in  simple  fever.  But  I 
would  repeat  that  this  remedy  is  only  subsidiary  to  the  full  and  free 
evacuation  of  the  bowels,  and,  if  necessary,  of  the  stomach.  If  it  were 
trusted  to  alone,  or  with  only  a  moderate  attention  to  the  stale  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  or  if  it  were  used  in  the  manner  which  is  required  to 
be  efficient  in  puerperal  inflammation,  I  am  persuaded  the  patient  would 
die  of  exhaustion,  before  the  symptoms  would  yield. 

The  remedies  of  intestinal  irritation  and  its  effects,  1  VA'ould  enumerate 
and  arrange  in  the  following  order:  first,  the  full  evacuation  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal  ;  secondly,  bloodletting  ;  thirdly,  some  kindly  anodyne  ; 
fourthly,  leeches,  cupping,  a  lotion,  a  liniment,  or  a  blister,  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  for  the  topical  affection ;  fifthly,  the 
mildest,  nutritious  food  ;  sixthly,  the  most  absolute  quiet,  and  the  most 
perfect  security  from  light,  noise,  disturbance,  and  every  other  source  of 
excitation  ;  seventhly,  every  soothing  plan  ;  eighthly,  great  coolness,  and 
free  ventilation  of  the  sick  room;  and,  lastly,  a  constant  watching  over 
the  patient  during  sleep,  to  avoid  the  injurious  effects  of  turbulent  dreams 
on  one  hand,  and  of  too  long  sleep  and  fasting  on  the  other.  Upon  each 
of  these  points  I  proceed  to  make  such  observations  as  1  have  learnt,  from 
practice,  to  be  of  importance. 

In  regard  to  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
an  emetic  is  the  proper  remedy  when  the  syniptou)s  can  be  attributed  to 
any  indigestible  substance  taken.     And  I  would  recommend  this  remedy, 
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even  althoii2,h   it   might  appear,  from   the   lapse  of  time,  unlikely   that 
the  injiiiious  substance  should  remain  in  the  stomach. 

When  the  case  originates  from  intestinal  irritation,  I  would  earnestly 
recommend  that  the  first  ren)edy  sl)ould  be  an  enema,  consisting  of 
three  or  four  jiints  of  warm  water,  very  slowly  and  gently  forced  into 
the  bowels.  This  should  be  followed  by  an  active  purge.  And  this 
should,  indue  time,  be  followed  by  a  repetition  of  the  injection.  1  need 
scarcely  observe,  that  the  evacuations  should  be  immediately  carefully 
examined,  and  the  effects  upon  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  be  watched. 

To  abate  the  general  heat  and  excitement  of  the  system,  to  relieve 
the  head  or  the  abdomen,  and  to  ensure  perfect  safely,  the  patient 
should,  in  cases  in  which  the  strength  is  not  paiticulaily  impaired,  be 
raised  into  the  erect  posture,  and  be  blooded  until  faintishness  be  in- 
duced. This  effect  also  should  be  carefully  watched.  If  it  occur  from 
the  loss  of  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  it  confirms  the  diagnosis  ;  if  it  do 
not  occur  until  much  blood  have  flowed,  it  should  suggest  the  suspicion 
of  niore  than  mere  intestinal  irritation — of  one  of  those  mixed  cases 
which  so  frequently  occur. 

I  do  not  imagine  that  this  decided  use  of  the  lancet  can  ever  be  at- 
tended with  danger,  if  there  have  been  no  |)revious  loss  of  blood,  or 
other  cause  of  exhaustion.  But  it  could  not  be  repeated  with  impunity. 
It  would  lead  to  exhaustion  with  the  symptoms  of  reaction,  to  the  state 
of  sinking,  or  even  to  sudden  dissolution.  And  if  the  case  be  really  one 
of  intestinal  irritation,  and  the  other  remedies  have  been  duly  applied, 
such  repetition  of  bloodletting  will  not  be  required. 

It  is  an  observation  of  great  importance,  that,  in  inflammation,  re- 
peated bloodletting  is  required,  and  is  borne  with  safety  ;  in  intestinal 
irritation,  on  the  contrary,  the  repetition  of  bloodletting  is  neither  neces- 
sary nor  safe. 

This  free  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  and  detraction  of  blood,  are  very 
apt  to  be  followed  by  symptoms  of  hurry  and  alarm  in  the  system. 
These  effects  are  frequently  prevented  by  the  timely  administration  of 
an  efiicient  and  kiruily  anodyne  ;  and  I  believe  no  anodyne  is  possessed 
of  these  qualities  in  a  higher  deiiree  than  the  liquor  opii  sedativus  of 
Battley.  Of  this  excellent  medicine  a  full  dose  may  be  given,  and,  if 
necessary,  repeated  in  five  or  six  hours. 

If  this  plan  do  not  perfectly  relieve  the  topical  affection,  some  local 
remedy  must  be  applied.  In  cases  ofcercr-bral  affeclion,  leeches  may  be 
applied  to  the  temples,  or  cupping,  or  a  blister,  to  the  nape  of  the  neck, 
a  cold  lotion  over  the  whole  of  the  head,  and  fomentation  to  the  feet. 
Leeches,  a  fomentation,  a  liniment,  or  a  blister,  n)ay  be  applied,  if  there 
be  affection  of  the  abdomen. 

Before  the  patient  falls  asleep,  I  would  recouimend  some  mild  food  to 
be  taken,  as  gruel  or  panada.  This  plan  prevents  exhaustion,  and 
frequently  relieves  the  local  syniptoms,  in  securing  a  more  refreshing 
kind  of  sleep. 

For  the  same  reason  the  utmost  quiet  must  be  preserved  in  the  pa- 
tient's room.  Evoiy  species  of  disturbance  greatly  agitates  the  patient^ 
and  prevents  the  good  effects  of  the  remedies  which  have  been  employed, 

[To  be  continued  .J 
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DOCUMENTS   IN    THE    HISTORY    OF    LITHOTRITY,    PRINCIPALLY 
AMONG    THE   ARABIANS;   BY  J.  J.   CLEMENT    MULLET. 

(Translated  from  the  Journal  Aiia'ique  of  Piiris,  for  June,  1837,  and  communicated  for  the 
Bojiun  .Medical  and  !5iir;,'ical  Jouriiiil.) 

Since  the  re-appearance  of  lithotriiy,  different  historical  opinions  have 
been  publislied  on  this  vahiable  method.  Hippocrates  has  been  cited, 
whose  vague  text  is  applied  to  all  possible  hypotheses;  next  Celsus  ; 
and  then  the  celebrated  Arabian  physician,  Abul-Cassern-Khalaf-ebn- 
Abbas-Azzahravi,  who  died  at  Cordova  in  1107,  and  was  the  author  of 
a  treatise  on  theoretic  medicine  and  a  treatise  on  surgery.  The  first  of 
these  works,  according  to  Baibier,*  was  published  several  limes  ;  the 
edition  from  which  the  |iassage  here  cited  was  extracted  bears  date  in 
1519,  and  is  entitled  Abulcasis  liber  theories  rec  non  practicce,  in  4to. 
At  folio  94  we  read  as  follows  : — 

"  Accipiatur  inslrumentum  subtile  quod  nominant  moshabarebilia  et 
suaviter  introducatur  in  virgam,  et  volve  lapidem  in  medio  vesicae,  et  si 
fuerit  mollis  frargitur  et  exit.  Si  vero  non  exiverit  cum  iis  quae  diximus, 
oporiet  incidi  ut  in  chiruri^ia  determinaiur." 

Interesting  as  this  passage  is,  it  nevertheless  leaves  much  to  be  de- 
sired, from  its  want  of  precision  ;  from  which,  indeed,  we  might  even 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  translation  ;  and  I  could  have  wished  to 
be  able  to  obtain  the  text  itself,  in  order  to  verify  it ;  but  I  could  not  find 
either  that  or  the  translation,  for  neither  of  theni  are  in  the  royal  library. 

The  treatise  on  surjieiy  speaks  of  an  operation  which  is  a  real  process 
of  lithotrlty,  and  leads  us  directly  to  tlse  process  now  in  use.  This 
treatise  was  published  in  England  by  Clianning,  with  a  translation  on  the 
opposite  pages,  and  accompanied  with  figures  representing  the  instru- 
ments.f  There  is  at  the  royal  library  one  manuscript  of  it  in  African 
characters  (No.  544  of  the  Asselin  collection),  which  M.  Reinaud  has 
had  the  politeness  to  make  known  to  nie.  In  the  first  volume,  p.  289, 
ch.  Ix.  of  the  printed  copy,  and  chap.  Ix.  of  the  second  part  in  the  manu- 
script, we  read  [here  follows  an  extract  from  the  Arabic  text,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  translation.] 

"  If  it  should  happen  that  the  stone  is  of  small  size  and  adheres  to 
the  canal  of  the  urethra,  so  as  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  urine,  we 
must,  before  resorting  to  the  operation  of  cutting,  employ  the  process 
which  I  have  described,  and  which  often  dispenses  with  having  recourse 
to  that,  as   I    have  myself  had  experience.     This   process  is  as  follows: 

"  You  must  take  a  perforating  instrument  of  steel,  of  this  form  [see 
figure  in  the  note],  triangular,  terminating  in  a  point  and  fixed  in  a 
wooden  handle.     You  then  take  a  thread,  with  which  you  make  a  Jiga- 

*  Diet.  Bingraph.,  published  by  Gen.  Beauyais,and  revised  by  Barbier,  as  to  the  bibliography.  Paris, 
182f),  et  Seqq. 

t  Abiilr.asis,  de  Chlrnrgia,  arabice  et  latine,  ciira.  J.  Channing,  Oxonii,  1778,  2  vols,  in  4to,  wood 
cuts.  'I'liese  fi  lores  ;ire  not  al.v  lys  In  accordance  with  the  manuscript:  for  example,  that  which  ae- 
coinpanies  the  passagee  here  cited  (from  the  original  .Arabic). 


> 


A  good  French  translation  of  this  treatise  might  be  useful."— Aote. 
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ture  below  (or  under)  ihe  stone  lo  prevent  its  falling  back  into  the 
bladder;  you  then  introduce  the  iron  pail  of  the  instrument,  cautiously, 
until  it  reaches  the  stone,  and  then  cause  the  insiruuienl  lo  move  round, 
turning  it  and  tryin^;  to  pierce  the  stone  by  degrees  until  you  penetrate 
from  side  to  side.  The  urine  will  pass  immediately,  and  with  the  hand 
we  can  aid  the  passage  of  what  remains  of  the  stone,  fur  il  is  now  broken,* 
and  the  fragments  passing  out  with  the  urine,  the  suffering  organ  is  re- 
lieved, if  it  so  please  God  ihe  all-powerful." 

Thus  spoke  Abulcassem,  about  the  end  of  the  eleventh  century,  at 
Cordova.  However  imperfect  his  process  may  appear,  and  however 
much  he  still  leaves  to  be  wished  for,  yet  we  perceive  that  it  had  a 
strong  affinity  to  the  process  used  at  this  day  ;  and  our  intelligent  prac- 
tiser,  who  shall  read  the  Arabian  physician,  will  soon  find  ihe  means  of 
applying  the  method  to  the  relief  of  patients.  While  in  Europe  the  art 
has  been  breaking  up  the  urinary  calculi  by  perforation,  in  the  East  it 
has  destroyed  them  by  a  similar  process,  with  an  instrument  of  metal 
armed  with  a  diamond. 

The  following  are  two  documents  which  I  have  collected  on  this 
subject. 

The  first  is  an  extract  from  the  book  of  Shehab-eddin-Ahmed-ben- 
Yussuf-Teifashy.  entitled  "The  Book  of  the  Flower  of  Thoughts 
upon  Precious  Stones,  by  the  Imam,  the  learned  Shehab-eddin-Ahmed- 
ben-Yussuf-Teifashy  ;"  with  the  translation  of  which  I  am  now  em- 
ploying myself. 

Teifashy,  having  come  to  the  advantages  which  may  be  derived  from 
\he  diamond ,  \\\us  expresses  himself:  "One  important  advantage  of 
the  diamond,  of  which  Aristotle  has  spoken,  and  which  is  confirmed  by 
experience,  is  the  use  which  we  can  make  of  it  in  cases  of  the  stone. 
When  a  person  has  calculi  either  in  the  bladder  or  in  the  urethral  canal, 
if  we  take  a  small  diamond  and  fasten  it  securely,  with  mastic,  on  the 
end  of  a  small  rod  of  metal,f  either  copper  or  silver,  and  introduce  it 
into  the  organ  containing  the  calculus,  we  may  grind  it  down  by  reite- 
rated friction.  Ahmed-ben-Abi-Khalid,  a  physician  known  by  the  name 
of  Ibn-el-Harrar,  relates  in  his  book  upon  stones,  that  he  eniployed  this 
method  on  a  domestic  of  the  eunuch  who  was  the  parasol-bearer,  and 
who  suffered  from  a  urinary  calculus  of  great  size.  This  man  said  he 
would  not  submit  to  ihe  operation  of  cutting.  I  had  recourse  to  the 
0|)eraiion  just  mentioned  ;  I  bruised  the  stone  lo  pieces  by  friction,  and 
reduced  it  to  a  size  small  enough  for  the  urine  to  bring  it  out  along 
with  itself" 

Teifashy,  who  took  his  name  from  Teifash,  a  ciiy  of  Africa,  wrote, 
as  he  himself  says,  about  the  6'lOth  year  of  the  hegira,  which  corres- 
ponds to  the  year  1212  of  the  Christian  era. 

This  work  of  Teifashy  has  been  already  published  ;  first,  in  extracts 
only,  at  Utrecht,  in  1781,  in  4to.  by  Sebaldus   Ravius  ;  and  afterwards 

♦"  I  follow  the  reniline  "f  Ihp  mnnuictipt  ;  the  printed  text  hii«,  Vi^AAjfO  •  •'  "  pifrerd, 
which  civ«s    n    |p<!«  fi:i(lsf.irtnry  uptne."     {J\''ntt  by  the  corrr.-piniilfnt  of  ihe  Journal.) 

t  "  Cndtcl  renders  the  orlKiiial  woid  by  specijium,  axis  trochlM.  (A'ote  iif  the  eanetpondent  qf  tUi 
Journal. J 
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entire,  at  Florence,  in  1818,  in  4lo.  by  M.  Rainleri,  with  an  Italian 
translation,  accompanied  vvitii  notes.  This  text,  the  copy  of  which 
bears  date  in  the  year  887  of  the  hegira,  or  1482  of  the  Christian  era, 
is  less  perfect  than  that  in  the  royal  library  (No.  969),  for  a  knowledge 
of  which  I  am  indebted  to  M.  Reinaud  ;  this  is  of  the  date  of  826  of 
the  hegira  (A.  D.  1423),  and  consequently  is  anterior  to  the  former  by 
59  years.  It  seems  that  in  the  text  published  at  Florence,  the  text  of 
Teifashy  was  retouched  ;  for  it  not  only  contains  many  less  facts  and 
things,  but  also  differs  in  a  remarkable  manner  in  the  style  ;  and  we  do 
not  find  in  it  the  passage  cited. 

Mohammed-ben-Mohannned-Kazwiny,  surnamed  the  Arabian  Pliny, 
and  who  died,  as  is  supposed,  in  the  year  682  of  the  hegira  (A.  D. 
1283),  cites  an  instance  of  lithotrity  in  his  work,  entitled,  Tlie  Book  of 
the  Wonders  of  Nature  and  Created  Things.  Singular  as  the  anecdote 
may  appear,  it  is  worthy  of  being  cited,  because  it  proves  at  least  the 
knowledge  of  this  operation. 

"  Aristotle,  the  philosopher,  relates  that  Alexander  occupied  himself 
a  good  deal  with  the  properties  of  stones  ;  for  this  reason  he  brought  to 
me  a  man  who  was  suffering  with  calculi  in  the  urethral  canal.  1  took 
a  fragn)ent  of  diamond,  fastened  it  with  a  little  mastic  to  a  piece  •  •  •  and 
1  bruised  the  stone,  which,  by  the  will  of  God,  I  destroyed." 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  this  passage  is  not  found  in  ail  the  manu- 
scripts of  Kazvviny  ;  1  have  looked  over  three  of  them — 1,  No.  898,  of 
the  old  stock  ;  2,  a  small  quarto  of  the  Arabian  supplen)ent ;  and  3,  a 
small  folio.  No.  8;  which  last  is  the  only  one  that  speaks  of  it  (fol.  144 
verso).  The  two  preceding  ones  say  nothing  of  it,  nor  more  than  the 
Persian  versions  do — Nos.  141  and  142  of  the  old  collection. 

Such  are  the  documents  relative  to  the  attrition  of  calculi,  of  which 
the  Arabian  writers  have  enabled  me  to  obtain  my  knowledge.  They 
prove  that  in  Spain,  imder  the  government  of  the  Moors,  and  in  the 
East,  at  a  period  which  we  n)ay  infer  to  be  about  the  same  era,  although 
the  dates  of  the  historical  evidence  are  more  modern,  this  process  was 
known  and  used.  Did  Aristotle,  then,  who  is  cited  by  Teifashy  and 
Kaswiny,  really  know  and  practise  it  ?  This  is  a  problem  to  be  solved  ; 
for  though  his  name  is  appealed  to,  as  well  as  his  book  upon  the  stone, 
yet  that  is  not  a  ground  for  answering  in  the  affirmative  ;  for  we  do  not 
possess  any  book  of  Aristotle's  which  treats  of  stones,  and  there  is  no- 
thing in  his  works  which  leads  us  to  suppose  the  existence  of  such  a 
book.  The  only  known  work  whicli  the  Greeks  have  left  upon  mineral 
substances  is  that  of  Theopluastus,  and  he  is  silent  upon  the  lithotritic 
property  of  the  diamond.  Nor  does  Pliny  speak  of  it ;  and  it  is  hardly 
probable,  that,  if  he  had  known  an  operation  so  important  to  humanity, 
it  would  have  been  overlooked  by  an  author  who  relates  so  many  whim- 
sical and  useless  remedies. 

It  would  seem,  then,  that  we  must  look  in  some  other  region  than  the 
West  for  the  invention  of  this  useful  method.  But  1  refiain  from 
hazarding  anything  upon  a  question  of  this  nature. 

Avicenna  does  not  say  a  word  of  the  attrition  of  the  calculus.  Nor 
does  Reiske  in  his  Observationes  tnedicae  ex  Arabum  monumeniis,  which 
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contain,  moreover,  some  interesting  documents  on  other  points  in  the 
history  of  medicine  among  the  Arabians.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a 
man  of  such  profound  knowledge,  and  who  was  at  the  same  time  a  good 
physician  and  able  orientalist,  should  not  have  examined  this  question, 
as  he,  above  all  others,  united  the  qualifications  necessary  to  elucidate  it. 
A  considerable  number  of  works  of  great  interest  on  the  healing  art  have 
been  left  us  by  the  Arabians  and  Jews  of  the  middle  ages  ;  but  the  most 
of  them  lie  buried  up  in  libraries  where  they  are  lost  to  science.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  learned  world  will  one  day  enjoy  this  information, 
which  will  throw  much  light  on  the  subject  in  question,  and  disclose  to 
us  also,  without  doubt,  other  processes  not  less  valuable.  For  myself, 
my  only  object  was  to  make  known  the  lithotrical  testi(nony  which  has 
come  to  n)y  knowledge ;  and  the  materials  are  offered  to  physicians  who 
may  think  fit  to  construct  the  archaeological  edifice  of  medicine. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS   OF   THE    WEST— CASE   OF   OLD   AGE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jovrnal. 

I  INTENDED  to  havc  givcu  you  some  account  of  a  case  of  old  age  in  a 
person  now  living  at  Northfield,  in  this  county,  before  my  journey  to  the 
University  of  Lake  Erie,  at  Willoughby,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  in 
which  institution  1  have  the  honor  to  hold  the  Professorship  of  Materia 
Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  ;  but  in  consequence  of 
the  duties  of  this  appointment,  I  had  no  time  to  write  it,  and  now  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  give  you  a  brief  sketch  of  my  medical  tour  before  1  detail 
the  case. 

At  Albany  I  visited  the  Medical  College  which  some  of  the  citizens 
of  that  [)lace  are  fitting  up  in  Eagle  street.  It  is  a  very  convenient 
building,  large  and  commodious,  and  the  anatoniical  theatre  is  well 
lighted,  and  is  capable  of  containing  400  students.  Dr.  Emmons,  the 
Professor  of  JNatural  History,  was  fitting  up  his  cabinet  of  minerals  in 
the  museum  connected  with  the  college,  in  a  large,  well-lighted  room. 
As  the  lectures  have  not  yet  commenced,  I  can  say  nothing  more  of  its 
situation  and  prospects.  1  called  upon  Drs.  McNaughton  and  Beck, 
Professors  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  Western 
District  of  New  York,  at  Fairfield,  who  informed  me  that  the  number 
of  students  in  that  institution  was  about  the  same  as  last  year — 135.  I 
understood  the  number  of  students  at  Geneva,  on  the  Seneca  Lake,  was 
somewhat  larger  than  last  year.  Time  did  not  allow  n)e  to  visit  that 
institution. 

As  the  medical  institution  at  Willoughby,  Ohio,  is  not  much  known 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  you  will  pardon  me  for  giving  you  some  ac- 
count of  it. 

Willoughbj/  University  of  Lake  Eric  was  incorporated  in  1834,  and 
located  in  the  beautiful  town  of  Willoughby,  which  was  formerly  known 
by  the  name  of  Chagrin,  in  Cuyahoga  county.  It  is  designed  for  a 
general  university,  though  at  present  it  is  only  organized  in  its  medical 
department.     The   college  building   is  beautifully  situated  on   a  rising 
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ground,  at  the  centre  of  the  soiuh  end  of  the  street,  and  it  overlooks 
the  whole  vilhige.  It  is  of  brick,  three  stories  hi£,h,  and  sixty  feet 
square,  with  two  lecture  rooms,  a  laboratory,  several  extensive  anatomi- 
cal rooms,  one  for  an  anatomical  museum,  one  for  a  library,  six  rooms 
f»r  professors,  all' large  and  commodious,  and  a  room  for  a  museum  of 
curiosities,  forty  feet  by  sixty.  The  buiUling  is  warmed  by  heated  air 
from  the  cellar,  which  is  under  the  whole  building.  It  is  also  well 
lighted,  and  there  is  an  excellent  well  of  water  in  the  cellar.  There  is 
a  very  large  and  high  cupola  upon  the  top  of  the  building,  from  which 
the  prospect  of  the  surrounding  country  and  of  Lake  Erie  is  very  fine. 
Facilities  for  the  accommodation  and  benefit  of  students  are  scarcely  in- 
ferior to  any  in  the  United  States.  There  are  five  professors,  who  divide 
a  fee  of  sixty-two  dollars.  The  University  is  incorporated  by  the  Slate 
on  the  most  liberal  plan.  All  the  branches  which  are  taught  in  any 
university  are  to  be  taught  here.  At  present  only  medical  lectures  are 
delivered  here,  by  the  following  professors,  viz. : 

John  Delamater,  I\I.D.,  Theory  and  Practice,  Obstetrics  and  Phy- 
siology;  Amasa  Trowbridge,  M.D.,  Surgery;  H.  A.  Arkley,  M.D., 
Anatomy  ;  J.  Lang  Cassells,  M.D.,  Chemistry  ;  Stephen  W.  Williams, 
jVI.D.,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  university  was  built  by  individual  munificence,  and  its  greatest 
patron  is  Dr.  VVestel  VVilloushby,  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons of  the  University  of  IVevv  York,  who  has  already  done  so  much 
towards  it  that  it  bears  his  nairie.  The  town  also  is  named  from  him. 
His  portrait  adorns  the  walls  of  the  institution.  There  is  no  better  loca- 
tion for  a  medical  college  in  America  than  this.  There  is  no  institution 
of  the  kind  in  jNIichignn,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Missouri  and  Wisconsin,  and 
on  the  north  and  west  in  Canada.  At  Cincinnati,  five  hundred  miles  by 
water,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  by  land,  is  the  nearest  college  on  the 
north,  and  at  Geneva  on  the  w^est  in  New  York.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  its  ultimate  success.  The  first  coiu'se  of  lectiues  was  given  here  in 
1834,  and  the  classes  have  been  graduallv  increasing  since. 

There  is  no  State  iVIerlifal  Society  in  Ohio.  I  ho|)e  that  three  such 
medical  schools  as  the  Willoughby  Institution,  and  the  two  riiedical  col- 
leges at  Cincinnati,  will  have  a  happy  infiuence  in  bringing  abont  so  de- 
sirable an  event  as  a  State  Medical  Institution.  Your  readers  cannot 
but  be  stratified  that  so  much  is  done  for  the  promotion  of  science  in  the 
inftrnt  State  of  Ohio. 

On  my  return  I  visited  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  At 
Phila(lel|)hia  I  called  upon  my  venerable  friend  Dr.  John  Redman  Coxe, 
late  of  llie  University  of  Pennsylvania.  I  found  him  in  his  study,  sur- 
rounded by  his  eight  or  ten  thousand  volumes  of  books,  of  which  his 
library  consists,  investigating  the  medical  principles  of  the  ancients,  of 
which  he  is  very  fond.  His  library  is  very  rich  in  ancient  tnedical  lore. 
I  think  he  will  produce  a  most  valuable  work  on  this  sidiject.  No  man 
in  America,  in  my  opinion,  is  deeper  versed  in  medical  literature  than 
Dr.  Coxe.  I  au)  rejoiced  that  he  is  spendmg  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
pursuits  which  must  ultimately  benefit  mankind.  He  thinks  that  many 
of  the   pretended  improvements  of  the  moderns  are  to  be  found  in  the 
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works  of  the  ancients.  He  says  that  the  science  of  phrenology  was 
well  known  to  the  ancients,  and  that  he  has  a  plate  of  the  skull  with 
the  same  maiks  of  the  organs  delineated  upon  it,  which  are  found  in 
modern  works  upon  the  suhjeot,  more  than  three  hundred  years  old. 
Dr.  Coxe  informed  me  that  he  believed  the  Medical  School  of  Jefferson 
College  was  about  the  same  as  last  year.  Dr.  Hays,  editor  of  the 
American  Medical  Journal,  told  me  that  he  believed  the  Medical  School 
of  the  University  contained  about  450  students.  In  INew  York  1  called 
upon  Dr.  Charles  A.  Lee,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Medical  Juris- 
prudence in  the  University  of  the  city.  He  waited  upon  me  to  various 
places  of  interest,  such  as  the  new  university,  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  the  Hospital,  &c.  &c.,  and  introduced  me  to  several  en)i- 
nent  physicians  of  the  city.  1  under-'tand  that  the  number  of  medical 
students  was  small — not  more  than  filly  or  sixty.  The  Chancellor  and 
Council  of  the  new  University,  1  understand,  still  continue  to  make 
their  appointments  in  the  medical  department  for  the  ensuing  year. 
There  seems  to  be  some  collision  between  the  old  professors  and  the 
Chancellor  and  Council.  But  I  forget  thai  I  am  to  2;ive  you  a  Case  of 
Old  Age. 

In  the  month  of  Septen)ber,  18*28,  in  company  with  two  friends,  I 
visited  an  old  lady  at  Northfield,  a  few  days  over  one  hundred  years  of 
age.  As  I  had  never,  to  my  knowledge,  seen  a  centenarian,  I  had 
the  curiosity  to  visit  her.  I  think  the  following  account  of  her  may  be 
interesting  to  the  physiologist,  as  well  as  the  physician,  particularly  that 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  return  of  the  menses  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
eight  years,  and  the  ossification  of  the  arteries. 

Her  name  is  Sarah  Smith.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lilly.  She  was 
born,  according  to  her  statement  and  according  to  a  record  in  her  bible, 
at  Sutton,  in  VVoicester  county,  in  this  State,  on  the  l*2th  of  August,  old 
style  (corresponding  with  the  24lh  of  August,  new  style).  She  now 
resides  in  the  family  of  a  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  Northfield,  where  she  is 
supported  liy  the  libeiality  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Hendrick  Bellows,  formerly 
Miss  Harriet  Haughton,  of  JNorthfield.  Mrs.  Bellows  is  grand  daughter 
to  the  old  lady,  and  the  Aimily  bible  of  the  latter  is  deeded  to  her.  The 
deed  was  executed  in  a  fair  hand,  written  by  herself  on  the  day  she  was 
one  hundred  years  old.  She  came  to  Northfield  about  thirty  years  ago, 
and  of  course  she  does  not  remember  many  of  the  transactions  of  early 
times  in  this  region  of  country,  much  to  our  regret. 

We  found  her  about  noon,  in  her  day  dress,  lying  upon  her  bed. 
She  appeared  to  be  very  i;lad  to  see  us,  and  very  soon  arose  and  sat 
ii|>on  the  side  of  the  bed,  and  conversed  with  us,  very  intelligibly,  luore 
than  h;ilf  an  hour ;  and  when  we  parted  wiih  her  she  gave  us  her  bless- 
ing, and  appeared  to  be  much  affected.  Her  intellects  appeared  to  be 
much  brighter  than  those  of  very  many  people  of  sixty  years  of  age, 
and  the  correctness  with  which  she  could  remember  the  dates  of  ancient 
events,  was  truly  astonishing.  She  says  that  she  was  married  soon  after 
she  was  19  years  of  age,  and  that  she  lived  with  her  husband  nearly 
fifiy  years,  and  that  he  has  been  dead  little  more  than  thirty  years. 
This  almost  exactly  corresponds  with  her  age.     She  says  she  has  had 
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thirteen  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  hving.  The  oldest  was  born 
in  1759,  and  the  youngest  in  178*2.  One  of  her  children,  at  the  age 
of  76,  visited  her  at  her  centennial  celebration,  when  religious  services 
were  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  VVillard  of  Deerfield,  and  she  under- 
standingly  partook  of  the  sacrament.  To  show  that  her  recollection 
W'as  good,  she  stated  that  she  had  formerly  resided  at  Petersham,  and 
that  the  Indian  name  of  that  place  was  Nitcheivong,  or  Pitchewang, 
which  was  correct. 

Contrary  to  the  generally  received  opinion  that  very  aged  people  had 
almost  always  during  their  lives  enjoyed  good  health,  she  states  that 
during  her  whole  life  she  was  hardly  ever  healthy,  but  that  she  had  al- 
ways, more  or  less,  been  troubled  with  nervous  affections.  I  have 
known  several  people  live  to  an  advanced  age  who  had,  also,  always 
been  affected  with  nervous  complaints.  I  could  instance  the  case  of  an 
old  lady  in  this  town,  who  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  and  who 
never  enjoyed  firm  health  on  account  of  these  difficulties.  These  com- 
plaints are  hereditary  in  her  children  and  grand  children.  Contrary, 
also,  to  the  general  fact  that  very  aged  people  have  almost  always  been 
descended  from  long-lived  ancestors,  she  states  that  her  parents  did  not 
live  to  a  great  age. 

All  her  senses  are  somewhat  impaired,  except,  perhaps,  that  of  the 
taste.  She  still  relishes  her  food,  which  she  takes  in  small  quantities, 
and  it  does  not  seem  to  distress  her.  She  seems  to  require  the  use  of 
small  quantities  of  brandy  and  wine  every  day,  but  thinks  she  does  not 
exceed  the  quantity  of  a  teaspoonful  of  brandy  at  a  time,  made  into 
toddy  pretty  rich  and  sweet,  which  she  takes  several  times  a  day — thus 
verifying  tlie  assertion  of  one  of  our  wisest  men,  who  says  that  ''  Milk 
is  the  food  of  infancy  and  wine  of  old  age."  She  eats  some  meat,  but 
never  ate  fat  pork  in  her  life.  She  is  very  fond  of  sweet  things,  such 
as  sugar,  sweet-meats,  cakes,  and  even  fried  cakes.  1  know  several  old 
people  who  are  as  fond  of  sugar  and  other  sweet  things,  as  they  were 
when  they  were  children.  Milk  does  not  agree  with  her.  Her  diges- 
tion is  pretty  good,  notwithstanding  she  lost  all  her  teeth  forty  years  ago. 
Her  alvine  evacuations  are  pretty  regular  every  other  day.  She  secretes 
and  passes  about  the  usual  quantity  of  urine.  Dr.  Rush  observes  that 
he  has  not  found  "  the  loss  of  teeth  to  affect  the  duration  of  human 
life  so  much  as  might  be  expected."  He  mentions  the  instance  of  Ed- 
ward Drinker,  who  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  three  years, 
and  who  lost  his  teeth  thirty  years  before  he  died,  from  drawing  the  hot 
smoke  of  tobacco  into  his  mouth,  through  a  short  pipe.  Dr.  Sayre 
mentions  two  similar  cases.  The  gums,  by  long  attrition  and  use,  become 
liard  and  partly  perform  the  office  of  teeth.  It  is  piobable  that  the  gas- 
tric juice  in  old  age,  like  the  secretion  of  tears  and  urine,  becomes 
acrimonious,  and  sufiplies,  by  a  more  solvent  power,  the  deficiency  of 
tication  from  the  decay  and  loss  of  the  teeth. 

Her  skin  appeared  to  be  dry  and  shrivelled  up,  like  parchment,  and 
although  she  had  never  been  fleshy,  it  imng  very  loose  about  her.  I 
should  as  soon  think  of  perspiration  passing  through  a  drum-head,  as 
through  her  skin.     The  pulse  at  her  wrist  was  completely  obliterated, 
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by  the  radial  artery  having  become  ossified,  or  completely  bony.  I 
have  seen  several  instances,  in  persons  not  more  ih.m  sixty  or  seventy 
years  of  age,  where  liie  artery  at  the  wrist  had  become  partially,  but  not 
entirely  so,  a  little  blood  being  transmitted  through  it.  i  could  feel  the 
pulse  distinctly  in  the  temporal  arteries.  It  was  slow  and  occasionally 
intermittent.  Dr.  Rush  slates  that  "  a  regular  pulse  in  old  people  indi- 
cates a  disease,  as  it  shows  the  system  to  be  under  a  preternatural  stimu- 
lus of  some  kind."  It  was,  perhaps,  owing  to  the  obliteration  of  her 
pulse  at  the  wrist,  that  her  sense  of  feeling  was  u)uch  in)[)aired,  so  much 
so  that  she  cannot  feel  a  pin,  which  she  picks  up,  or  which  is  put  into 
her  hand. 

Her  hearing  is  not  much  more  impaired  than  that  of  many  people 
frotn  old  age  at  seventy.  I  could  converse  with  her  without  ditficuhy. 
Her  sight,  too,  was  not  so  far  obscured  as  that  of  many  people  much 
younger.  She  is  not  now  able  to  read,  but  it  is  but  a  short  time  since 
she  could  read  and  enjoy  it,  with  glasses.  She  sees  persons  and  objects 
distinctly.  She  sleeps  a  great  deal,  especially  in  the  day  time,  and  she 
says  she  dreams  incessantly,  and  everything.  I  inquired  of  her  whether 
she  dreamed  most  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  and  she  told  me  that  she 
dreamed  most  of  olden  times.  Gen.  Hoyt,  who  was  with  us,  told  her 
that  he  could  readily  believe  that  her  observation  was  correct  in  relation 
to  dreams,  for  that  at  his  age,  seventy-three,  lie  dreamed  n)uch  more 
than  he  did  in  younger  years.  Dr.  Hush  observes  that  "  dreaming  is 
universal  in  old  people.  It  ap[)ears  to  be  brought  on  by  their  imperfect 
sleep."  1  have  known  one  instance  which  controverts  this  [)Osiiion,  or 
fact,  if  it  may  be  so  called.  Mrs.  Bradley,  of  this  town,  at  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  has  informed  me  that  she  dreams  but  very  little.  In  re- 
gard to  Mrs.  Smith  not  sleeping  much  at  night,  she  may  possibly  be 
mistaken  in  relation  to  it.  Under  the  head  of  watchfulness.  Dr.  Rush 
observes,  "  This  is  probably  produced  in  part  by  the  action  of  the  urine 
upon  the  bladder  ;  but  such  is  the  excitability  of  the  system  in  the 
first  stages  of  old  age,  that  there  is  no  pain  so  light,  no  anxiety  so 
trifling,  and  no  wound  so  small,  as  not  to  produce  wakefulness  iu  old 
people.  It  is  owing  to  iheir  imperfect  sleep,  that  they  are  sometimes  as 
unconscious  of  the  moment  of  their  passing  from  a  sleeping  to  a  waking 
state,  as  young  and  middle  aged  people  aie  of  the  moment  in  which 
they  pass  from  the  waking  to  a  sleeping  state.  Hence  we  so  often  hear 
them  complain  of  passing  sleepless  nights.  This  is  no  doubt  frequently 
the  case,  but  I  am  satisfied  from  the  residt  of  an  inquiry  marie  upon  this 
subject,  that  they  often  sleep  without  knowing  it,  and  that  their  coin- 
nlainls  in  the  morning  of  the  want  of  sleep  arise  from  ignorance,  without 
the  least  intention  to  deceive."  She  was  not  bald,  nor  was  her  hair 
whiter  than  I  have  seen  in  persons  seventy  years  of  age.  Her  lungs 
are  sound,  and  she  speaks  with  a  great  deal  of  force  and  clearness. 

One  thing  in  relation  to  her  case  was  singular.  At  the  age  of  ninety- 
eiglit  she  began  again  to  menstruate,  or  to  have  a  periodical  disclinrge 
from  the  uterus,  attended,  however,  with  considerable  factor.  This  in- 
formation I  had  from  her  nurse.  I  have  known  several  instances  where 
very  aged  females  have   had  leucorrhoea,  or  fiuor  albus.     And   1  have 
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heard  of  two  instances  where  very  old  women  have  menstruated.  I 
have  been  infonned  that  an  old  lady,  in  a  neighboring  town,  bore  a  child 
at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  J  will  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of 
the  report. 

In  regard  to  death,  she  says  she  hopes  she  is  ready  and  willing  to  die. 
Many  aged  people,  with  whom  1  have  converged,  have  been  very  anxious 
to  have  their  lives  prolonged,  though  Dr.  Rush  observes,  "  the  fear  of 
death  appears  to  be  tuuch  less  in  old  age  than  in  early  or  middle  life." 
"  Death  from  old  age,"  he  continues,  "  is  the  effect  of  a  general  palsy. 
It  shows  itself  first  in  the  eyes  and  ears,  and  in  the  decay  of  sight  and 
hearing — it  appears  next  in  the  urinary  bladder  and  rectum,  and  finally 
in  the  nerves  and  brain,  destroying  in  the  last  the  exercise  of  the  facul- 
ties of  the  mind.  Few  persons  appear  to  die  of  old  age."  There  is 
every  appearance,  however,  that  Mrs.  Smith  will,  for  she  has  already 
many  of  the  symptoms  upon  her  above  enunieratefl.  Her  [lassage  to 
the  \oiub  will,  probably,  be  smooth  and  unruffled,  and  her  final  exit  will 
be  like  the  last  flickering  of  a  candle.  Her  consciousness  will  leave  her 
before  the  last  breath  passes  her  lips. 

Stephen  W.  Williams,  M.D. 

Deerfitld,  Mass.,  Jan.  1,  1S39. 
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ORTHOPEDIQUE    INSTITUTION. 

An  institution  is  now  in  successful  operation,  in  Boston,  for  the  cure  of 
spinal  distortions,  club-feet,  &.C.,  which  has  received  the  appropriate  ap- 
pellation of  Orthopedique  Lifirmury.  Orthus,  in  Greek,  means  right,  and 
pais  child,  and  which  are  made  use  of  in  French  to  denote  that  branch 
of  surgery  which  has  for  its  object  the  prevention  and  cure  of  deformities 
in  children.  There  is  no  word  in  the  English  language  which  has  the 
same  signification.  This  infirmary  is  conducted  by  John  B.  Brown, 
M.D.,  at  No.  65  Belknap  street.  By  looking  at  the  prospectus  it  will 
be  noticed  that  most  of  the  seniors  of  the  profession  in  Boston,  approve 
of  the  plan  of  treatment,  and  have  kindly  offered  their  gratuitous  advice 
in  all  difficult  cases. 

Under  these  favorable  auspices,  there  is  every  reason  for  believing 
that  the  infirmary  will  prove  a  useful  institution,  that  it  will  be  judiciously 
and  scientifically  managed.  In  Paris,  the  Orthopedique  Institution  has 
been  appreciated_,by  the  benevolent,  there  being  a  large  capital  invested 
in  apparatus  adapted  to  the  various  distortions  and  deformities  of  the 
body — particularly  in  children  and  young  persons  of  both  sexes.  Dr. 
Brown  has  recently  received  a  minute  report  from  the  two  surgeons  who 
control  it,  which  presents  a  detailed  account  of  the  principles  and  modes 
of  treatment. 

Spinal  affections  are  continually  increasing  amongst  us,  as  an  accom- 
paniment of  civilization,  and  it  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  best  mode 
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of  correcting  and  preventing  them,  should  be  based  upon  true  anatomi- 
cal and  physiological  principles.  Until  within  a  few  years,  compara- 
tively, these  complaints,  even  in  Europe,  were  left  to  the  management 
of  quacks  and  machine-makers  •,  and  much  unnecessary  suffering  and 
derangement  of  health  has  been  the  unfortunate  result. 

Much  has  been  said,  of  late,  of  the  effects  produced  on  the  general 
condition  of  the  body  by  compressing  the  whole  trunk  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  impede  the  functions  of  the  vital  organs.  A  mode  of  practice  is  at 
this  moment  in  vogue  of  casing  up  the'  patient  in  a  metallic  corslet, 
which  is  not  justified  by  any  discoveries  in  anatomy.  The  frame- 
work of  man  is  constructed  of  material  altogether  too  delicate  for  en- 
during the  violence  inflicted  by  |)roce3ses  so  unphilosophical.  We  view 
Dr.  Brown's  plan  of  operations  for  restoring  distorted  limbs  and  spinal 
curvatures,  as  unexceptionable,  because  they  are  sustained  by  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  anatomy  and  physiology.  To  long  professional 
experience,  this  gentleman  unites  a  mechanical  ingenuity  and  skill,  with- 
out which  no  success  can  be  expected  in  this  peculiar  department  of 
surgery.  In  view  of  the  great  and  good  object  he  proposes,  we  cordially 
wish  the  infirmary  success,  and  freely  express  a  hope  that  the  community 
will  appreciate  the  advantages  of  having  it  located  in  this  city — under 
the  direction  of  one  who  manifests  a  determination  to  exert  every  power 
to  sustain  it  with  increasing  reputation.  Although  comparatively  in  its 
infancy,  we  are  assured  that  the  applicants  are  numerous,  and  it  is  much 
to  be  deplored  that  many  calls  are  from  that  class  of  worthy,  industrious 
poor,  who  are  wholly  unable  to  pay  for  the  necessary  apparatus.  In  spi- 
nal distortions,  particularly,  the  success  of  Dr.  Brown  is  extremely  en- 
couraging, and  will  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  patients  from  going  ex- 
pensive journeys  for  medical  advice  which  can  be  obtained  at  home. 

It  occurs  to  us  to  make  reference  to  a  case  of  club-feet,  in  which  the 
bones  were  strangely  twisted  out  of  place  and  shape,  and  in  which  the 
restoration  is  now  nearly  complete.  A  little  girl,  three  years  of  age, 
both  of  whose  feet  were  turned  in  {vari),  together  with  the  loss  of  the 
lower  extremities  from  birth — the  bones  of  the  legs  being  so  curved  that 
the  fibula  of  each  rested  on  the  anterior  part  of  the  tibia,  alter  having 
been  six  months  a  subject  of  the  infirmary,  could  stand  in  an  erect  posi- 
tion, balancing  herself  in  a  rocking-chair  while  in  motion.  Perhaps  this 
was  one  of  the  most  difKcult  and  unpromising  subjects  that  could  have 
been  selected.  She  was  placed  under  Dr.  Brown's  care,  we  understand, 
by  the  recommendation  of  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society. 

On  the  whole,  we  are  gratified  with  the  progress  which  is  making  in 
this  benevolently  devised  institution,  which  only  requires  to  be  exten- 
sively known  to  be  upheld  by  the  strong  arm  of  an  intelligent  com- 
munity. 

British  and  Forcipi  Medical  Review. — In  a  note  at  the  bottom  of  page 
596,  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Jleview,  is  the  following,  which 
we  cheerfully  republish,  that  the  editors  may  not  suffer  again  through 
the  negligence  of  American  correspondents  :  "  We  once  njore  beg  to 
inform  our  kind  friends  in  America,  that  books  must  be  newt  free  of  e.r- 
pense,  either  to  our  London  pul)lisher,  !Mr.  Churchill,  16  Prince  street, 
Soho,  or  to  our  publisher  I'or  the  United  Stales,  Mr.  George  Adiard, 
r^Jew  York.     Until  an  alteration  is  made  in  the  present  rates  of  postage 
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between  Great  Britain  and  foreign  countries,  conveyance  oC  hools  by  post 
is  quite  inadmissible."  It  seems  that  several  numbers,  in  July  and  August 
last,  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  were  sent  by  some  person 
who  must  have  been  ignorant  of  the  great  expense  he  was  making  for 
Drs.  Forbes  and  Conolly.  The  postage  on  these  numbers  and  on  another 
small  pamphlet  from  America  was  iiine  dollars  and  forlij-nine  cis.  of  our  cur- 
rency and  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  ten  dollars  and  twenty-four  cts.! 
In  no  instance  have  we  sent  exchange  journals  in  any  other  way  than  those 
specially  pointed  out  to  us  by  all  our  Ibreign  correspondents  in  any  part 
of  Europe,  South  America  or  the  West  India  Islands,  and  we  ask  it  as 
a  special  favor  of  gentlemen  who  wish  to  forward  numbers  of  our  Jour- 
nal abroad  on  account  of  particular  articles  in  which  they  feel  an  interest, 
that  they  would  in  all  cases  place  them  in  the  care  of  this  office — being 
assured  that  the  conveyance  to  the  place  of  destination  will  be  as  prompt 
iand  certain  as  our  own  packages — and  attended  with  this  advantage,  that 
it  will  impose  no  unnecessary  expense  to  those  to  whom  they  may  be  di- 
rected. We  hope  the  editors  of  the  Foreign  Medical  Review  will  have 
the  justice  to  exonerate  us  from  all  blame  in  the  matter,  on  reading  this 
explanation. 

Geo.  Med.  College. — A  copy  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Eve's  introductory  delivered 
to  the  class  at  the  commencement  of  the  annual  course  of  lectures  in  No- 
vember, is  hereby  acknowledged.  No  room  has  been  found  for  extracts. 
It  shall  not  be  forgotten.  Dr.  Eve  is  an  energetic  writer,  whose  in- 
fluence is  felt  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Georgia. 


Another  Medical  School. — From  some  movements  clearly  understood  in 
Philadelphia,  it  is  supposed  that  a  third  school  of  medicine  is  proposed 
in  that  city.  When  the  Jefferson  College  was  established,  it  was  feared 
that  either  that  or  the  University  would  go  down  ;  but  they  both  flourish 
exceedingly.  Another  would  have  its  friends  and  patrons  and  might  suc- 
ceed admirably. — More  of  this  when  we  know  more  of  the  matter. 


To  CoRRESPONDE-NTS. — Df.  Partridge  and  others,  are  to  be  remembered  next 
week. 

Died, — In  Montrose,  Pa.,  Dr.  Mason  Denison,  formerly  of  Vermont. — At  New 
York,  Dr.  Asa  Green.— At  Wodville,  Miss.,  Dr.  Silas  E.  Potts,  aged  35.— At  Paris, 
Nov.  21st,  the  celebrated  and  highly  gifted  Broussais. 

Whole  niiinher  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  tlie  week  ending  .Tan.  9,  .36.     Males,  20— females.  ]P. 

Of  consumption,  5 — diarrhoea,  1  — convulsions,  2 — scarlet  fever,  4— intemperance,  I  —  Inns  fever, 
4— stranenlation,  1 — cancer,  J — throat  distemper,  ]  — croup,  1  —  disease  of  the  heail,  1 — old  age,  2 — 
teething,  2 dropsy,  I— measles,  1— liooping  cough,  1. 


PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  givinc  a  complete  course  of  nieiliral  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  They  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  tlie  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  whereopportunities  will  be  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  'J'o  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  w  ill  he  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Insti union  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  ditferent  blanches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  iiilerval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  tire  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  GEORCEC.  t^II  A'l  "i  I CK, 

WALTER  (MIANMXG, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  31— eptf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jr. 

WINj^LOW  LEWiS,  Jr. 
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FALLING   OF  THE   WOMB   CURED   BY   EXTERNAL  APPLICATION. 

DR.  A.  O.  HULL'S  UTERO-AHI)(»MI.\.\L  SUPPORTER  is  olVeretl  to  those  afflicted  with 
Prol/tp  iu^-  Uteri,  or  Falling  nf  the  Jfo/nA,  .ind  other  diseases  depeiidiii>;  upon  a  relaxation  of  the  ab- 
dd^iiliial  muscles,  as  an  iiistniineiit  ill  every  way  calculated  for  relief  and  permanent  re.sturalion  to 
health.  \VI|en  this  instrument  is  carefully  and  properly  fitted  to  the  form  ol  the  patient,  it  inva- 
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DR.    MARSHALL    HALL    Ox\   PUERPERAL   DISEASES. 

(Continued  from  page  360.) 

Having  detailed  to  you  the  particularities  of  abdominal  inflammation, 
and  of  intestinal  irritation,  as  puerperal  diseases,  I  now  proceed  to  do 
the  same  in  regard  to  The  Effects  of  Loss  of  Blood  in  the  Puerperal 
State. 

These  effects  of  loss  of  blood  usually  present  themselves  to  our 
notice  in  rather  an  insidious  manner;  they  are  not  gener.illy  introduced 
by  rigor,  or  heat,  or  any  other  acute  symptom  ;  thougli  I  tliink  there 
may  be  exceptions  to  the  last  part  of  this  rule.  It  is  an  important  re- 
mark, that  the  remoter  effects  of  loss  of  blood  are  frequently  developed 
in  cases  in  which  there  is  also  intestinal  irritation  in  a  dormant  form,  but 
that  they  very  rarely  occur  in  conjunction  with  inflanmiation  ;  the  effects 
of  loss  of  blood,  when  they  do  occur  in  cases  of  inflammation,  generally 
denote  that  the  inflamn)atory  action  has  been  subdued. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  there  is  rarely  either  rigor  or  heat  of 
surface  ;  there  may  be  transient  chills  and  flushes,  and  slightly  aug- 
mented temperature  ;  but  the  countenance,  and  especially  the  prolabium, 
is  generally  pallid  and  the  skin  in  a  natural  state. 

The  case  is  usually  denoted  by  a  throbbing  fulness,  with  moderate 
frequency  of  the  pulse,  throbbing  pain  of  the  head,  and  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  which  is  apt  to  alternate  with  a  state  of  syncope  on  slight 
exertion,  or  on  assuming  the  erect  posture  ;  and  there  is  usually  a  de- 
gree of  panting.  There  is  a  characteristic  susceptibility  to  fainting,  on 
taking  a  very  sinall  quantity  of  blood. 

I  have  repeatedly  known  the  effects  of  loss  of  blood  to  be  mistaken  for 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  on  the  one  hand,  and  disease  of  the  heart  on 
the  other.  I  consider  this  an  important  remark,  as  suggestinij  at  once 
two  characteristics  of  this  affection,  and  the  necessary  caution  in  the 
diagnosis  in  puerperal  diseases. 

When  the  head  is  affected  from  loss  of  blood,  there  are  much  beating 
and  throbbing  of  the  temples,  pain,  a  sense  of  pressure,  or  vertigo,  with 
rushing  or  cracking  noises. 

When  the  heart  is  affected,  there  are  great  fluttering,  beating,  or  pal- 
pitation, starting  during  sleep,  hurry  and  alarm  on  awaking,  sometimes 
with  faintishness,  a  feeling  of  sinking,  or  of  impending  dissolution,  &;c., 
and  with  the  palpitation,  there  are  frequently  beating  and  throbbing  of 
the  carotids,  and  sometimes  of  the  abdominal  aorta,  perceptible  to  the 
24 
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touch,  or  even  to  the  eye.     These   affections   sometimes   recur  in  the 
form  of  attiicks,  which  are  attended  by  much  hurry  and  alarm. 

J3esides  iliese  more   marked    aff<;cti()ns  of  ilie  head  and  heart,  which 
render   it  so  necessary  to  dislinj;nish  lliis  affection   from  inflammation  or 
disease  of  those  origans  respectively,  there   are   many  symptoms  which 
occur  in  a  less  marked  de2,ree  or  form.     There  is  frequently  an  inability 
to  bear  noise,  or  disturbance,  or  even  the  act  of  thinking  with  attention; 
but  there  is  rarely  intolerance  of  light  ;  the  last  symptom  usually  denot- 
ing a  state  of  intestinal    irritation.     There    are   frequently  veitigo,  or 
laintishness,  on  any  exertion,  or  on   assuming   the   erect  posture  ;  and 
when  these  two  are  combined,  there  has   sometimes   been  a  sudden  and 
unexpected  fatal  termination  of  the   patient's  sufferings.     In  many  cases 
there  are  great  faintishness,  and  urgent  demand   for   the  smelling  bottle, 
for  the  fan,  or   the   fresh  air,  and   for  cold  applications  to  the   face  or 
temples,  and  a  sad  feeling  of  impending  dissolution.     The  respiration  is 
affected,  in   different  ca>^es,  with  paiiiin;;,  hurry,  sii;hing,  heaving,  blow- 
ing, moaning,  gasping,  catching,  &;c.     There  is,  in  s(jn)e  cases,  an  irrita- 
tive cough,  in  violent  fits,  or  in  tlie  form  of  perpetual  hacking,  apparently 
arising  fron>  an  affection  of  the   larynx   and    trachea.     The   stomach  is 
liable  to  be  affected  with  retching,  vomiting,  hiccough,  and  eructation,  and 
the  bowels,  even  in  cases  in  which  they  were  not  previously  disordered, 
become  variously  deranged,  with   constipation,  diarrhoea,  and  flatulency. 
Tiiere   are  frequently,  in   severe   cases,  urgent   restlessness  and  jac- 
titation. 

In  some  cases  tiiere  are  various  spasmodic  affections.  In  other  in- 
stances there  are  catching  pains,  which  are  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  in- 
flammation. 

There  are  frequent  changes,  sudden  attacks  of  alarming  symptoms,  a 
sense  and  fear  of  im|)ending  dissolution,  urgent  messages,  &ic.,  which 
become  sad  characteristics  of  this  affection. 

Another  characteristic  consists  in  the  faintishness,  gasping  or  feeling 
of  dissolution,  which  sometimes  follows  even  a  slight  bloodletting  ;  an 
awfully  sudden  death  has  immediately  ensued  upon  a  full  and  mistaken 
bloodletting  at  this  critical  period. 

Even  the  operation  of  purgative  medicine  lias  sometimes  induced  a 
degree  of  faintishness. 

Every  source  of  disturbance,  of  anxiety,  or  of  alarm,  and  every  kind 
of  effort  either  of  mind  or  body,  is  apt  to  be  followed  by  a  return  or 
exasperation  of  the  symptoms,  and  cannot  be  said  to  be  free  from  danger. 
I  have  already  remarked,  that  an  effort  of  the  muscles,  and  assump- 
tion of  the  erect  posture,  have  proved  suddenly  fatal.  This  sad  event 
occurred  to  a  lady  who  raised  herself  in  bed,  in  this  exhausted  state,  to 
make  water;  she  fell  down  and  expired. 

But  when  the  fatal  event  from  loss  of  blood  is  not  sudden,  in  this 
manner,  the  state  of  reaction  sometimes  yields  to  one  of  fatal  sinking. 

The  symptoms  of  exhaustion  with  excessive  reaction,  may  gradually 
subside  and  leave  the  patient  feeble,  hut  with  returning  health  ;  or  they 
may  yield  to  the  stale  of  sinking.  This  term  is  adopted  not  to  express 
a  state  of  negative  weakness  merely,  which  may  continue  long  and  issue 
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In  eventual  recovery  ;  but  to  denote  a  state  of  positive  and  progressive 
lailure  of  the  vital  powers,  attended  by  its  peculiar  effects,  and  by  a  set 
of  phenomena  very  different  from  those  of  exhaustion  with  rt;action. 

If  in  the  latter,  the  energies  of  the  system  were  augmented,  in  the 
former,  the  functions  of  the  brain,  the  lungs  and  the  heart  are  singularly 
impaired.  The  sensibilities  of  the  brain  subside,  and  the  patient  is  no 
longer  affected  by  noises  as  before  ;  there  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  tendency 
to  dozing,  and  gradually  some  of  those  effects  on  the  muscular  system, 
which  denote  a  diminished  sensibility  of  the  brain,  supervene,  as  snoring, 
stertor,  blowing  up  of  the  cheeks  in  breathing,  &,c,  ;  instead  of  the  hurry 
and  alarm  on  awaking,  as  observed  in  the  case  of  excessive  reaction,  the 
patient  in  the  stale  ol  sinking  requires  a  rnojnent  to  recollect  herself  and 
recover  her  consciousness,  is  perhaps  affected  with  slight  delirium,  and 
is  apt  to  forget  the  circun)stances  of  her  situation,  and,  inattentive  to 
the  objects  around  her,  to  fall  again  into  a  state  of  dozing. 

Not  less  remarkable  is  the  effect  of  the  state  of  exhaustion,  with 
sinking,  on  the  function  of  the  lungs  ;  indeed,  the  very  first  sure  indica- 
tion of  this  state  is,  I  believe,  to  be  found  in  the  supervention  of  a 
crepitus  in  the  respiration,  only  to  be  heard  at  first  on  the  most  atten- 
tive listening  ;  this  crepitus  gradually  becomes  more  audible,  and  passes 
into  slight  rattling,  heard  in  the  situation  of  the  bronchia  and  traciiea  ; 
there  is  also  a  degree  of  labor  or  oppression,  sighing,  hurry,  and  blowing 
in  the  breathing,  inducing  acuteness  in  the  nostrils,  which  are  dilated 
below  and  drawn  in  above  the  lobes,  at  each  inspiration  ;  in  some  cases 
there  is  besides,  a  peculiar  catching,  laryngeal  cough  which  is  especially 
apt  to  come  on  during  sleep,  and  awakes  or  imperfectly  awakes  the 
patient. 

The  heart  has,  at  the  same  time,  lost  its  violent  beat  and  palpitation, 
and  the  pulse  and  arteries  their  bounding  or  throbbing. 

The  stomach  and  bowels  become  disordered,  flatulent  and  tympanitic, 
and  the  command  over  the  sphincters  is  impaired. 

The  last  stage  of  sinking  is  denoted  by  a  pale  and  sunk  countenance, 
inquietude,  jactitation,  delirium,  and  coldness  of  the  extremities. 

1  shall  exemplify  the  effects  of  loss  of  blood  in  the  puerperal 
state,  by  several  interesting  cases.  They  will  serve  as  examples,  and 
as  guides,  in  regard  to  these  fearful  events. 

Mrs. ,  aged  35,  was  confined  on  Friday  the   1 1th  of  June.     For 

several  weeks  previously  to  delivery,  she  had  been  subject  to  pain  of  the 
head,  and  of  the  left  side,  which  were  relieved  by  an  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  bowels. 

After  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  there  was  considerable  haemor- 
rhage, which  induced  great  exhaustion  ;  two  doses  of  forty  drops  of 
tinctura  opii  were  given  within  two  hours,  with  the  effect  of  producing 
sleep.  The  flow  of  milk  commenced  on  the  same  day,  and  was  very 
copious. 

About  three  hours  after  delivery,  Mrs. was  seized  with  a  violent 

pain  of  the  crown  of  the  head,  confined  to  a  space  which  could  be 
covered  by  the  hand  ;  the  pulse  was  80  only;  there  was  much  thirst ; 
the  tongue  was  little  affected  ;  the  skin  was  natural.     This  pain  was  re- 
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lieved  by  the  cold  lotion,  and  opening  medicines,  and  Mrs. con- 
tinued better  during  ten  days. 

On  the  night  of  Monday,  June  the  21st,  Mrs.  was  taken  about 

12  o'clock,  wiili  severe  sliiverinij;,  which  was  succeeded  by  intense  lieat 
and  dryness  of  the  skin,  great  [lain  of  the  head,  and  intolerance  of 
light  and  of  noise.  Ai  ten  o'clock  on  the  succeeding  morning,  these 
symptoms  still  continued  ;  the  pulse  was  from  120  to  130,  and  sharp; 
the  pain  of  the  head  was  throbbing,  and  the  head  felt  as  if  bound  tight  ; 
the  tongue  was  parched.  Ten  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the 
arm,  which  produced  len)porary  faininess,  but  some  relief;  the  cold  lo- 
tion was  applied  to  the  temples.  At  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  the 
pain  of  the  head  was  as  severe  as  ever,  especially  if  the  lotion  were  not 
constantly  applied  ;  the  pulse  was  120;  the  tongue  not  so  dry;  the 
blood  already  drawn  was  buffy.  Twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
from  the  arm.  This  was  followed  by  great  faintness,  and  gasping  breath- 
ing— to  such  a  degree,  indeed,  as  to  lead  to  the  apprehension  of  dissolu- 
tion. On  recovery,  the  pain  and  intolerance  of  light  and  sound  re- 
mained as  before;  the  pulse  rose  to  130.  Leeches  were  applied  to  the 
temples  and  the  cold  lotion  over  the  head  ;  two  grains  of  calomel  were 
ordered  to  be  taken  every  two  hours  :  and  an  opening  mixture  and  an 
enema  were  prescribed. 

At  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday  the  23d,  the  symp- 
toms continued  with  little  change  ;  the  pulse  was  120  ;  there  was  much 
gaping.  Six  leeches  were  ap|)lied  to  the  temples,  a  blister  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck,  and  the  medicines  were  continued. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  24th,  the  pulse  was  100.  and  she  appeared 
better,  but  complained  of  a  degree  of  beating  of  the  heart.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon  the  pulse  was  120,  the  breathing  was  deep,  sighing  and  rare, 
and  there  was  a  sense  of  fluttering  at  the  heart,  the  affection  of  the 
head  still  continuing.  Two  grains  of  opium  and  five  of  calomel  ordered 
to  be  taken  immediately. 

At  two  o'clock  on  Friday  morning,  Mrs. was  distressed  with  a 

feeling  of  hurry  and  impending  dissolution,  and  of  being  "  overcome" 
by  sleep  ;  the  pulse  was  120;  and  tiiere  were  sighing  and  interrupted 
breathing.  At  eleven  o'clock  she  was  more  comfortable — the  pulse  was 
100;  there  was  less  pain  of  the  head,  and  of  intolerance  of  light  and 
sound,  less  sighing  and  less  fainiishness  ;  she  had  been  able  to  sleep  for 
ten  or  fifteen  n)inutes  without  feeling  oveicome  ;  there  was  some 
fluttering. 

From  this  day  the  amendment  was  progressive,  though  slow,  and  on 
the  29ih  the  following  report  was  made.  There  have  been  some  pain 
of  the  head,  fluttering,  faintishness,  feeling  of  dissolution,  sighing,  breath- 
ing, restlessness,  &tc.,  at  diflercnt  times,  but  less  than  on  the  25ih  ;  the 
skin  has  been  in  general  hot,  but  once  moist  ;  the  pulse  about  100;  the 
bowels  rather  disordered,  and  the  stools  dark  and  otfensive. 

A  similar  report  was  made  on  July  the  3d.  It  also  stated  that  the 
pulse  was  easily  hurried,  that  there  was  an  evident  movement  of  the 
abdomen  from  the  action  of  the  aorta  ;  and  that  there  had  been  occa- 
sionally hurry  and  alarm  during  sleep. 
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On  July  the  7th,  it  is  reported  that  Mrs. is  greatly  susceptible  of 

the  effects  of  corporeal  exertion  or  mental  emotion,  which  induce  hurry, 
throbbing,  palpitation,  &£c.  ;  and  there  aie  still  some  throl)bing  or  pulsa- 
tion observed  in  the  neck  and  about  the  heart ;  some  tendency  to  sigh- 
ing brealhini,  fainiisjiness,  &ic.  ;  there  is  also  a  return  of  ilie  [)ain  of  the 
left  side  ex[)eribnred  during  the  hitler  period  of  pregnancy. 

Ou  July  the  I6ih  tliere  were  still  throbbing  and  palpitation  on  any 
exertion,  and  hurry  on  the  slightest  occasion  ;  lowness  and  faintness  ; 
starling  and  hurry  on  falling  asleep  and  on  awaking;  and  a  visible  pulsa- 
tion of  the  abdomen. 

From  this    period  uniil  the  4th    of  August,  Mrs. continued    to 

recover  in  the  most  favorable  manner,  when  she  again  experienced  a  de- 
gree of  shiveiins,  heat,  and  |)ain  of  the  head,  and  of  the  side.  The 
medical  attendants  were  called  ;  ti)e  pulse  was  104  ;  the  skin  hot;  there 
were  pain  of  the  head  ;  the  feeling  of  dissolution  on  falling  asleep  ;  flut- 
tering, faintishness  ;  repugnance  to  food  ;  severe,  but  ineffectual  retching  ; 
the  flow  of  milk  lessened  ;  no  vaginal  discharge.  She  could  not  bear 
to  sit  up,  the  window  was  wide  open,  a  fan  and  smelling  bottle  lay  on 
the  bed,  and  the  candle  was  shaded.  The  bowels  had  been  moved  and 
some  flark  and  foetid  motions  passed. 

The  anorexia  had  existed  for  some  days,  the  bowels  had  been  disor- 
dered, and  Mrs. had  parted  with  Mr.  ,  who  was  gone  a  jour- 
ney, circumstances  which  had  appeared  to  conrluce  to  this  aitack.  A 
brisk  purgative  was  prescribed,  and  u  draught  with  tinciura  opii,  spiritus 
ammoniae  aromaticus,  and  ether,  was  directed  to  be  taken,  if  the  opera- 
tion of  the  purge  should  be  too  great.  In  the  evening  1  found  the 
medicine  had  induced  four  or  five  alvine  evacuations,  which  were  hee 
from  fcEtor  or  even  odor.  The  feeling  of  faintness  conlin«ied,  and  the 
pulse  was  extremely  uncertain  in  frequency,  varying  fron»  8-1  to  100  in 
a  minute;  there  were  frequent  deep  sighs, and  often  gapping,  with  loath- 
ing nausea,  and  occasionally  severe  retching.  Some  beating  alxjiit  the 
chest,  some  restlessness,  and  consideraide  tremor.  She  took  a  hit'e  dry 
toast,  a  little  weak  brandy  and  water,  and  a  little  porter,  and  was  ordered 
half  a  grain  of  opium,  two  grains  of  carbonus  anwnoniae,  and  three  of 
exiractum  hyoscyami,  to  be  taken  every  three  hours.  This  induced 
much  sleep,  the  first  part  of  which  was  diiended  with  the  sanie  over- 
whelming feeling  as  before,  but  the  latter  greatly  refreshing,  and  on  the 
morning  of  August  the  5lh,  she  was  better  in  every  respect.  In  the 
evening  she  was  still  heliei,  but  conj|il;i'ncd  of  oppression,  which  was 
attributed  to  the  extreme  closeness  of  the  evenuig.  There  had  been 
one  feculent  motion. 

On   Atiiiust  the  6th,  Mis.  was  very  much  better.     There  had 

been  a  daik,  foetid,  alvine  ev.ncuation. 

From  this  time  the  recovery  was  proi^ressive,  rapid,  and  permanent, 
and  the  patient  continues  to  enjoy  a  good  state  of  health,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  disordered  stale  of  the  digestive  organs. 

Mrs, J  aged  44,  mother  of  a  large  family,  became  pregnant  about 

the  beginning  of  October,  and  from  that  period  was  subject  to  sickness 
and  a  very  irregular  state  of  the  bowels,  constipation  continually  alter- 
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nating  with  diarrhoea.  About  the  ninth  week  after  conception,  tliere 
was  a  flow  of  fluid  by  the  vagina,  which  did  not  coagulate  ;  this  flow 
continued  a  week,  then  ceased,  but  afterwards  returned  and  continued, 
with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  days,  until  at  length  the  discharge 
formed  into  coagula,  and  abortion  took  place  five  weeks  after  the  first 
flow. 

Subsequently  to  ti)is  event  there  were  weekly  returns  of  uterine  hae- 
morrhage, which  continued  for  about  two  days',  and  then  ceased,  again  to 
recur  alter  an  interval  of  about  five  days. 

Before  and   after  the  abortion,  Mrs. experienced  much  tremor, 

faintisliness  and  fluttering,  and  was  unable  to  bear  any  noise  or  cause  of 
hurry.  These  symptoms  were  aggravated  more  and  more  at  each  recur- 
rence of  the  haemorrhage,  which  was  always  preceded  by  tumidity 
and  a  sense  of  fluttering  about  the  abdomen,  and  by  a  peculiar  ina- 
bility to  bear  any  noise  or  hurry,  which  always  induced  the  feeling  of 
approaching  dissolution  ;  after  the  loss  of  blood  there  were  also  severe 
pain  of  the  forehead,  and  palpitation  of  the  heart,  with  tendency  to 
syncope,  chilliness,  sense  of  want  of  air,  &cc.  These  symptoms  became 
more  and  more  distressing  and  serious  at  each  return.  The  feeling  of  im- 
pending dissolution  was  so  dreadful  at  length,  that,  as  the  patient  ex- 
presses herself,  not  only  noise  and  hurry,  but  even  thinking,  was  too  much 
for  her;  and  the  subsequent  affection  of  the  head,  &.C.,  became  very 
alarming. 

I  saw  XI rs. on  February  the  22d.  She  then  complained  of  se- 
vere pain  and  heaviness  of  the  liead,  with  vertigo  on  raising  herself  from 
the  pillow,  of  deafness,  with  a  humming  noise  and  beating  in  the  ears, 
and  of  dimness  of  sight.  She  had  been  very  wakeful,  but  on  falling 
asleep  at  ar>y  time,  she  awoke  hurried,  alarmed  and  overcome,  and  ex- 
periencing a  sense  of  dissolution  ;  or,  if  she  continued  to  sleep,  she  was 
much  disturbed  by  frightful  dreams.  She  had  niuch  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  with  fluttering,  and  a  very  irregular  and  intermittent  pulse  ;  these 
symptonis  were  son\uch  aggravated  by  any  noise  or  disturbance,  as  to  in- 
duce the  feeling  of  impending  dissolution,  or,  as  the  patient  expresses  it,  of 
"  instant  death."  Tliere  was  also  great  tendency  to  syncope,  lequiring 
the  window  to  be  opened,  the  face  to  be  washed  with  vinegar,  and  the 
smelling  bottle  to  be  applied  to  the  nostrils ;  other  odors,  however,  could 
not  be  borne.  There  was  no  nausea  or  sickness.  The  bowels  had  all 
along  required  purgative  medicines,  and  the  alvine  evacuations  were  co- 
pious, dark-colored  and  foetid.  There  was  much  loud  rolling  of  the 
bowels.  No  pain  of  the  side  or  uterine  region.  There  were  great  pal- 
lidness and  loss  of  flesh. 

The  affection  of  the  head  and  other  symptoms  were  not  only  aggra- 
vated, but  distinctly  reproduced,  by  each  return  of  the  flooding,  and  the 
patient  was  always  enabled  to  foretell  the  recurrence  of  haemorrhage  by 
her  feelings  of  internal  abdominal  fluttering  and  fulness,  and  the  efTect 
experienced  from  noise  and  disturbance. 

1  prescribed  a  lotion  consisting  of  two  drachms  of  sidphas  zinci,  dis- 
solved in  sixteen  ounces  of  water,  to  be  inserted  by  means  of  a  scroll  of 
linen  into  liie  vagina ;  purgative  medicines,  and   the  saline  effervescing 
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mixture.  The  lotion  suppressed  the  hjeinorrhage,  of  which  she  had 
only  one  recurrence,  and  she  recovered  most  speedily  and  favorably. 

Mrs. ,  aged   24,  was  affected  with  continued  and  profuse  uterine 

haemorrhage  after  delivery,  for  many  weeks.  The  countenance  became, 
in  consequence,  extremely  pale  and  exanguinous,  as  well  as  the  hands 
and  general  surface;  the  pulse  became  frequent  and  bounding  ;  the  head 
affected  with  throbbing  pain,  and,  afterwards,  the  heart  with  beating,  the 
action  of  the  carotids  being  very  evident  to  the  eye  and  to  the  finger ; 
the  tongue  was  furred,  and   affected   with   large  and   prominent  papillae  ; 

and   the  alvine   evacuations  were    very    foetid.     Mrs.  recovered 

much  from  taking  opiate  and  aperient  medicines,  and  on  being  allowed  a 
little  ale. 

In  this  state  of  convalescence  Mrs.  was  extremely  alarmed  and 

agitated  by  the  occurrence  of  a  storuj  of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  be- 
came affected  with  excessive  diarrhoea,  hurry,  and  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  the  pulse  being  too  frequent  to  be  counted,  and  threatening  of 
dissolution.     This  state  was  relieved  by  opiates. 

On  the  succeeding  day  the  coimtenance  was  again  exanguinous,  the 
pulse  extremely  frequent,  the  carotids  beat  violeiuly,  and  there  were 
great  hurry,  faii.tishness,  and  debility  ;  ihe  appetite,  which  had  previously 
returned,  again  failed;  the  bowels  were  open;  there  was  pain  from  re- 
tention of  mine  ;  no  uterine  discharge. 

From  this   time  Mrs.  recovered  favorably  and  permanently,  on 

using  the  same  medicines  as  before. 

[To  be  contimiert.J 


THOMSONISM. 

[Communicated  for  the  Rustoii  Medical  and  Pnrpical  Journal.] 

We  are  not  very  fond  of  calling  names,  even  th;it  of  Tliomsf)nism. 
We  have  never  seen  Dr.  Thomson,  nor  lead  anyihirnr  of  cf)iis»'qiieii(e 
from  his  own  pen.  Our  atleniion  has,  indf^ed,  been  soueiinies  driiun  lo 
the  subjert  by  the  ptd)lic  papers,  and  by  the  slories  in  lliem  of  supposed 
deaths  from  the  Tlionisoniari  practice.  We  have,  also,  occasionally 
taken  up  a  journal  which  professed  to  be  devoteil  lo  the  dissemination 
of  Dr.  T.'s  principles. 

We  have  lately  seen  the  tenth  niuriber  of  a  semi-monthly  paper  of 
this  sort,  published  at  Poughkeensie,  N.  Y.  and  entitled  the  "  Thomso- 
nian."  It  is  a  well-printed  quarto  pajier  of  eight  pa^es,  and  is  edited 
in  a  more  respectable  manner  than  any  paper  of  the  kind  we  have  ever 
seen.  We  are  especially  glad  to  find  in  it  several  good  articles  on  the 
preservation  of  health.  Still  we  are  not,  in  general,  quite  satisfied 
either  with  its  tone  and  spirit,  or  the  doctrines  it  advances.  Take,  for 
exautple,  a  long  article  entitled  "  The  Beauties  of  Calomel,  or  Calomel 
Lolling." 

The  writer — after  inserting  a  caricature  engraving  of  a  calomel  pa- 
tient— begins  by  describing  calomel  itself  Next,  he  speaks  of  its  effects. 
Here,  however,  instead  of  going  fairly  forward  and  showing  its  general 
effects,  he  presents  only  those   which  are  incidental  and  occasional.     It 
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is  true  iliat  in  doing  iliis,  lie  quotes  tlie  words  of  standard  wiiiers  on  its 
use,  and  says  that  ''  out  of  their  own  mouths  they  shall  be  condemned." 
Would  he  be  willing  to  have  the  tables  turned  against  himself?  He  ex- 
tols the  use  of  lobelia,  hemlock,  turpentine,  camphor,  valerian,  sumach, 
cherry  and  peach  kernels,  &ic. ;  now  would  he  deem  it  fair  if  we  should 
collect  and  |)resent,  as  their  legitimate  effects,  all  the  incidental  evils  they 
have  produced  or  are  liable  to  produce  ? 

We  neither  deny,  nor  attetnpt  to  deny,  that  calomel  is  a  poison  ;  a 
very  active  one,  too,  injudiciously  prescribed  ;  but  so  are  all  of  the  more 
efficient  medicines.  It  is  their  poisonous  character  in  which  their  medi- 
cinal power  consists.  We  do  not  take  medicine  because  it  is  friendly  to 
the  healthy  action  of  the  human  system,  but  because  it  is  opposed  to 
healthy  action,  for  the  tin)e,  and  causes  a  temporary  disturbance  of  the 
fimctions.  But  is  calomel,  because  it  happens  to  be  a  mineral,  any 
more  injurious  to  the  Jiving  system  than  vegetables  which  are  at  least  as 
poisonous?  Will  calomel  compare,  for  one  moment,  in  its  deadliness, 
with  prussic  acid?  And  yet  the  "  Thomsonian "  recommends  the 
latter ;  or,  at  least,  the  peach  kernel,  which  contains  it. 

But  there  is  another  article  in  the  "  Thomsonian  "  which  has  at- 
tracted our  attention  more  than  all  the  rest.  It  is  an  article  headed 
"  Thomsonian  Materia  Medica."  In  endeavoring  to  correct  the  preva- 
lent but  erroneous  idea  that  the  Thomsonian  practitioners  use  but  one  or 
two  articles  in  all,  and  that  steam,  cayenne  and  lobelia  constitute  the 
materia  medica  of  the  Thomsonian  system  of  medical  practice,  the  wri- 
ter not  only  contends  that  the  Thomsonians  use  a  greater  number  both 
of  simple  substances  and  mixtures  than  the  "  mineralites,"  as  he  calls 
them,  do  ;  but  goes  further,  and  asserts  that  "  there  is  no  article  or  plant 
ever  recommended  by  Dr.  Samuel  Thomson  as  a  remedial  agent — there 
is  none  contained  in  his  materia  medica  or  used  by  those  who  bear  his 
name  (a  bold  assertion,  truly)  or  practise  upon  his  system,  which  con- 
tains a  particle  of  narcotine  or  poison,  and  which  does  not  harmonize 
with  the  laws  of  life  and  aid  natme  in  her  efforts  to  overcome  the 
disease  and  restore  the  patient."  And  as  if  this  was  not  strong  enough, 
he  says  again,  "  We  say  decidedly,  and  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  there  is  no  article  used  by  Dr.  Thomson  or  his  followers  which 
n)ight  not  be  eaten  by  spoonfuls,  like  food,  and  yet  produce  no  other 
effects  than  nausea,  vomiting  or  purging." 

In  order,  however,  more  fully  to  convince  the  public,  as  it  would 
seem,  of  the  truth  of  his  statement'^,  he  subjoins  what  he  calls  a  list  of  all 
the  principal  articles  used  by  the  Botanic  practitioners.      It  is  as  follows. 

"  Lobelia,  cayenne,  bay beiry,  [)ond  lily,  hemlock,  sumach,  wild  hazel, 
sweet  briar,  poplar,  squaw  weed,  balmony,  barberry,  peach  kernels,  bitter 
root,  Ohio  kcrcimia,  yellow  root,  cherry  kernels,  valerian,  myrrh,  oinger, 
black  pepper,  camphor,  turpentine,  peppermint,  spearmint,  summer  sa- 
vory, pennyroyal,  lioieliouiid,  elecampane,  INIay  weed,  wormwood, 
tansy,  chamomile,  inullen,  burdock,  featliei  few,  black  Itirch,  bitter  sweet, 
skmik  cabbage,  wake  robin,  l)oneset,  evans  root,  clivers,  bal'^am  fir, 
slippery  elm,  Virginia  snake  root,  mustard,  horse  radish,  butternut,  blue 
vervain,  while  vervain,  sweet  golden  rod,  pipsissawa,  bitter  thistle,  yel- 
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low  dock,  lovely  thistle,  prickly  ash,  wild  lettuce,  unicorn  root,  gold 
thread,  archangel,  halm  of  Gilead,  ginseng,  meadow  fern  and  red 
clover." 

All  these  articles,  it  is  asserted,  "  without  fear  of  contradiction," 
may  he  "eaten  by  spoonfuls,  like  food,  and  produce  no  other  efTecls 
than  nausea,  vomiting  or  purj^ing."  What  can  this  mean  ?  Can  cam- 
phor, valerian,  tuipeniine,  lobelia  and  sumach — to  say  nothing  of  the 
rest — be  eaten  in  this  way,  and  without  any  intoxicating  or  narcotic 
effects?  We  know  better.  Every  tyro  in  medicine  knows  better. 
Thousands  who  have  taken  these  articles  know  better.  The  editor  of 
the  Thomsonian  ought  to  know  belter.  No  healthy  individual,  unac- 
customed to  these  articles,  can  take  a  spoonful  of  either  of  them — we 
presume  he  means  a  table  spoonful — without  experiencing  their  inloxi- 
catinir  or  narcotic  effects. 

But  perhaps  the  editor  of  the  Thomsonian  will  ask  for  proof  that 
these  articles  have  other  effects  than  those  which  they  produce  on  the 
stomach  and  bowels.  Will  he  be  satisfied  with  the  testimony  of  his 
own  favorite  author — Hooper  ? 

That  writer,  in  his  Medical  Dictionary,  represents  camphor  as  an  anti- 
spasmodic and  antiseptic,  and  says  it  possesses  the  power  of  obviating 
the  strangury  that  is  produced  by  cantharides.  Valerian  is  also  repre- 
sented as  an  antispasmodic ;  and,  indeed,  as  a  narcotic.  All  kinds  of 
turpentine  are  represented  as  hot,  stimulating,  corroborant  and  detergent ; 
"  when  carried  into  the  bloodvessels,"  we  are  told,  "  they  excite  the 
whole  system."  It  is  also  diuretic.  All  kinds  of  sumach,  except  the 
Rhus  coriaria,  he  says,  are  "active  poisons;"  but  the  kind  here  re- 
ferred to  is  the  Rhus  a.labria.  The  arum  maculalum,  wake  robin,  when: 
cut  in  slices  and  applied  to  the  skin,  has  been  known  to  make  blisters. 
It  is  a  powerful  stimulant. 

Cullen,  in  his  Materia  Medica,  classes  bitter  sweet  and  camphor 
among  the  narcotics;  wormwood,  pennyroyal  and  valerian,  among  the 
antispasmodics;  arclian2;el  and  pepper  among  the  sialagogucs ;  hore- 
hound,  pennyroyal  and  elecampane  among  the  expectorants ;  balm, 
spearmint,  pennyroyal,  peppermint,  mustard,  archangel,  turpentine,  pep- 
per, ginger,  ginseng,  wake  robin,  &£c.,  among  the  stimulants,  Sic. 

Let  us  hear  the  testimony  of  Linnaeus.  The  valerian,  he  says,  is 
"narcotic,  antispasmodic,  sudorific,  purging  and  diuretic."  Caniphor  is 
"  aromatic,  acrid,  antiseptic,  and  antispasmodic."  The  turpentine  is 
"  bitter  and  acrid  " — useful  in  phthisis,  coughs,  &,c.  ;  hut  medicines 
which  act  merely  on  the  first  passages  are  not  usually  so.  The  butter- 
nut, he  also  says,  is  narcotic. 

We  might  add  the  testimony  of  other  writers,  but  it  seems  unneces- 
sary. We  have  selected  Linnaeus  from  the  ancients,  and  Hooper  and 
Cullen  from  the  nmderns,  neither  of  whose  authority  will  probably  be 
disputed  or  doubted.  Every  one's  observation  rnij^ht  remind  him— - 
shoidd  he  use  them — that  most  of  these  articles  have  narcotic  properties. 
Let  him  try  a  piece  of  camphor  half  as  large  as  a  small  chesnut;  or  a 
teaspoonful  of  valerian  or  lobelia.  His  doubts,  if  he  has  any,  will  soon 
disappear. 
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We  will  only  add  that  e;in2er,  pepper,  myrrh,  mint,  chatnomile,  win- 
ter-green, and,  indeed,  njosi  ol  the  articles  belonging  lo  Thomson's  ma- 
teria medica,  are  represented  by  the  best  writers  as  having  other  proper- 
ties than  those  which  the  editor  of  the  Thomsonian  has  mentioned.  The 
peach  and  cherry  kernels,  for  example,  contain  the  prussic  acid,  one  of 
the  most  deadly  poisons  in  its  effects  on  the  nervous  systeni.  "  The 
prussic  acid,"  says  Dr.  Gorharn,  in  his  Chemistry,  at  page  4(59  of  vol. 
1,  "may  be  procured  from  the  kernels  of  the  peach."  "Its  action 
upon  the  animal  economy  is  wonderful,"  he  adds ;  "  it  operates  as  a 
deadly  poison  ;  and  its  action  is  more  virulent  than  that  of  any  of  the 
substances  niarked  in  this  class  ;  for  even  in  minute  quantity  it  pro- 
duces, in  its  pure  and  concentrated  state,  instant  death." 

Is  there  not  a  want  of  harmony  in  these  statements?  We  cannot  sup- 
pose that  all  Thomsonian  physicians  are  ignorant  of  the  authorities  we 
have  quoted.     But  if  not,  how  do  they  get  over  them? 

For  ourselves,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  action  of  one  in  six  of  the 
remedial  asrents  of  the  foresioins:  list  is  confined  to  nausea,  vomiting: 
and  pur;j;ing — that  is,  confined  to  what  physicians  call  the  first  passages. 
All  the  writers  on  materia  medioa  certainly  teach  otherwise.  And  we 
have  had  ocular  demonstration  from  experiments  of  our  own — in  regard 
lo  tnany,  if  not  the  most,  of  these  aj^ents — that  the  book  authorities  are 
T\<i,ht.  Nay,  still  more  ;  we  believe,  most  sincerely,  that  nearly  every 
one  of  the  above  list  of  Thomsonian  articles  has  other  effects  than  those 
which  the  "  Tliomsonian  "  has  ascribed  to  them,  and  that  any  person 
at  all  acquainted  with  medicine,  and  endowed  with  common  sense,  and  a 
nervous  system,  who  shall  take  them  by  spoonfuls  and  watch  their  ef- 
fects, cannot  fail  to  discover  it. 

To  speak  of  the  mineral  medicines  as  being  exclusiv  ly  p  isons, 
and  of  the  vegetable  ones  as  being  always  harmless,  when  the  merest 
tyro  in  botany  or  materia  medica  knows  it  to  be  otherwise,  is  indeed 
passing  strange.  The  vapor  bath,  which  some  of  them  u^e  to  a  very 
great  extent,  whether  medicated  or  otherwise,  we  have  no  doubt  is  a 
most  efficient  remediid  agent,  and  worthy  of  a  more  conspicuous  place 
in  truly  scientific,  mfjdical  practice  than  it  has  usually  received.  But  we 
do  think  that  it  becomes  men  who  talk  so  much  about  medica]  reform, 
to  be  consi>!tent,  boih  in  their  practice  and  in  their  public  statements. 
We  think,  too,  it  behoves  then)  to  investigate  carefully  the  whole  subject. 
Thoinsonians  may  piejndice  the  nnUlic  mnxl  against  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, in  every  for.n,  and  thus,  perhaps,  brmg  us  the  earlier  to  demand 
universal  instruction  in  anatomy,  physiology  and  hygiene;  though  even 
of  this  we  have  many  doubts. 

We  go  for  science,  in  medical  practice  and  medical  reform,  whether 
we  ourselves  are  the  fortunate  owneis  of  the  article  or  not.  And  by 
science  in  medicine,  we  mean  large  experience,  not  theory.  If  winier- 
green,  from  tinie  immemorial,  has  been  known  to  increase  the  action  of 
the  kidneys  and  bladder,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  increase  the  contents  of  the 
latter,  then  we  class  it  with  the  diuretics  ;  and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  diu- 
retic, we  say  is  esiablished  by  science.  If  camphor  is  known,  univer- 
sally, to  produce  giddmess  or  intoxication — as  is  most  true — then  we 
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say  it  is  a  narcotic,  or  an  antispastnodic  ;  and  we  consider  tliis  as  a  mat- 
ter of  science. 

We  are  ashamed  of  tlie  narrow,  selfish,  revohilionary  views  of  some 
of  the  botanic  pretenders  we  have  known ;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
wretched  personal  habits  of  some  of  their  number.  Let  us  not  be 
njisunderslood.  We  do  not  know  that  we  have  had  a  fair  sample  of 
the  men  engaged  in  this  work,  or  of  the  inslruinenis  and  means  by  which 
they  operate.  But  if  we  have,  we  cannot  hope  much  from  their  efforts ; 
not  even  from  the  most  decent  efforts  we  have  ever  known — those  of 
the  "  Thomsonian."  W.  A.  A. 

Boston,  January,  1S39. 


PROSPECTS   OF  THE   MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT   OF   THE    UNIVERSITY 

OF   NEW  YORK. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  wrltcs  thus : — "  Our  University  goes  into  operation 
next  November.  The  lectures  will  be  delivered  in  the  university 
building  (the  finest  specimen  of  the  Gothic  in  the  United  States).  The 
faculty  is  composed  of  a  board  of  ordinary  and  one  of  extraordinary 
professors.  The  student  is  obliged  to  attend  the  former,  while  the 
courses  of  the  latter,  which  it  is  optional  with  him  to  attend  or  not, 
present  opportunities  for  obtaining  knowledge  upon  the  branches  taught 
by  the  extraordinary  professors,  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  medical 
college.  The  ordinary  branches  are  Anatomy,  Dr.  Post  ;  Physiology, 
Dr.  Doane ;  Surgery,  Dr.  Parker;  Midwifery,  Dr.  Bedford;  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Physic,  Dr.  Paine;  Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Lee;  Che- 
mistry, Dr.  Draper.  Of  these.  Dr.  Bedford  stands  very  high  as  a  lec- 
turer, uniformly  giving  great  satisfaction  to  the  student,  and  the  most 
eloquent  man,  upon  his  branch,  that  I  have  heard  in  the  U.  S.  Dr. 
Post  is  a  thorough  anatomist,  and  has  had  some  experience  in  lecturing; 
he  is  clear  and  concise.  Dr.  Parker  is  l\nown  tljrougliout  the  United 
States,  having  lectured,  probably,  to  more  students  than  any  man  of  his 
age.  Dr.  Paine's  published  performances  have  been  well  received,  and 
his  promised  work  is  anxiously  looked  for  by  his  medical  brethren.  Dr. 
Lee's  treatise  on  physiology  has  met  with  deserved  success,  and  a 
second  edition  of  it  is  now  in  press.  Since  the  year  1830,  Dr.  Doane's 
name  has  been  affixed,  as  editor  or  translator,  to  no  less  than  20,000 
vols,  of  medical  books — he  is  destined  for  great  distinction.  Dr.  Dra- 
per's peculiar  fitness  for  the  chair  of  chemistry  is  undoubted. 

The  extraordinary  professorships  will  be  about  fifteen.  Clinical 
Medicine,  Clin.  Surgery,  Clin.  Midwifery,  Surg.  Anatomy,  Morbid  Anato- 
my, Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear,  do.  of  the  Skin,  do.  of  the  Chest, 
Comparative  Anatomy,  Hygiene,  Geology,  Botany,  Mineralogy,  Phar- 
macy, a  Lecturer  in  Dentistry,  a  Teacher  of  Anatomical  and  Patho- 
logical Delineation.  Some  of  these  chairs  are  still  vacant.  Most  of 
these  gentlemen  will  lecture  during  the  summer. 

In  regard  to  prospects,  notwithstanding  the  present  low  state  of  medi- 
cal education  in  this  city,  the  friends  of  medicine  are  by  no  means  dis- 
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couraged,  and  already  many  pupils  have  signified  to  the  professors  elect 
their  (leierfiiination  to  atieiid  iheir  courses.  The  school,  however,  is 
regarded  wiih  an  eye  of  doubt  and  jealousy  by  many.  A  year  will  de- 
termine, and  let  those  laugh  who  win." 
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DISEASES   OF   THE   CHEST." 

It  would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  make  an  attempt  to  convince  our 
friends,  at  this  late  period,  that  the  writings  of  the  celebrated  Laennec 
were  entitled  to  resjjeclful  consideration.  The  fume  of  the  author  has 
been  so  widely  extended,  and  his  discoveries  so  highly  appreciated  by  all 
intelligent  |)rac(itioners  of  the  healing  art,  throughout  the  civilized  world, 
that  nothing  could  be  said  to  enhance  the  value  of  them  or  to  lessen 
their  influence.  But  since  the  death  of  Dr.  Laennec,  several  men  of 
distinguished  attainments  have  commented  upon  his  brilliant  discoveries, 
and  added  the  weight  of  their  testimony  to  tiie  truth  of  his  observations, 
and  thus,  while  verifying  bis  prece|)ts,  have  greatly  extended  the  field  of 
knowledge  so  successlully  cullivated  by  that  great  pioneer  in  medical 
science. 

The  translation  of  Dr.  Forbes  wfis  made  from  the  third  French  edition, 
enlarged  by  copious  notes,  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Laennec,  and  an  exten- 
sive bibliograpliy.  Last  year  a  fourth  edition  appeared  in  Paris,  en- 
riched with  numerous  notes  l.y  Professor  Andral,  oi' the  Medical  School, 
whose  reputation  is  as  extensive  as  the  i)oundaries  of  medical  literature. 
The  great  demand  which  prE:vails  in  this  country  for  a  work  universally 
esteemed  excellent,  has  induced  the  Messrs.  Wood,  of  New  York,  to 
give  the  public  a  second  American  edition,  which  is  more  coniplete  than 
any  which  has  preceded  it,  the  notes  of  Professor  Andral  having  been 
carefully  translated  into  English  hy  John  D.  Fisher,  jM.D.,of  Hoston, 
who  has,  also,  actually  add(!d  the  arnount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages 
of  entirely  new  matter  to  this  edition.  Thus  wc  have  now  a  juost  unex- 
ceplionai)le  and  valuable  system  of  auscultation,  illustrated  by  the  labors 
of  Dr.  Meriadec  Laennrc,  a  relative  of  the  author  ;  and,  in  addition, 
the  essentially  practical  oiiservations  of  Dr.  Fisher  on  cerebral  ausculta- 
tion, at  the  close  of  the  volume.  It  may  nf)t  be  inappropriate  to  remark 
further,  that  there  are  two  lithographic  plates  in  this  volume,  delineating 
the  shape  and  dimensions  of  the  stethoscope. 

The  part  which  more  particularly  demands  our  interest  in  this  edition, 
is  that  by  Dr.  Fisher,  at  the  close,  on  cerebral  auscultation.  Alter  de- 
tailing the  circumstances  which  led  him  to  this  kind  of  exploration,  he 
gives  plain  and  simple  rules  for  conducting  in«|uiries,  worthy  of  careful 
consideration. 

*'  In  practising  cerebral  auscultation,"  says  Dr.  F.,  "  the  person  to  be 

*  .\  TrnnlUe  oil  the  DUeases  of  llip  Chcsl,  nnd  on   Meili.Ue   .AusciiHntlon,  by   R.  T.  H.  Lnenner, 
M.D.,  &r.  tec,  lo  whirli  nrc  ncldeil  Ihn  notr"  of  PrnffSKor  A<i(tr;il  nnitnined  in  the  fmirth  Bnd   liUcst 

Frencli  edition.  Tr.iii^l  itcd  :iiid  arr jimiied  with  ulisrrvnlinns  on  ('criliral  Aii!<riiltali>>ii,  l>v  Jolin  U. 

FUbP/,  M.O.    With  plalci.    .Now  York  :  3.  £5.  &  VV.  Wood,  iOl  I'earl  siruet,  ISUti.    8vo.,  p.  7tf  1, 
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examined  should  be  in  a  horizontal  position,  with  his  head  supported  by 
a  pillow.  If  it  be  a  child,  the  examination  can  be  more  satisfactorily 
made  while  it  is  asleep  tlian  when  awake  ;  for  while  the  child  is  asleep, 
its  head  can  be  approached  without  danger  of  causing  it  to  cry  or  become 
restless.  The  head  to  be  examined  should  be  covered  by  a  cap,  napkin, 
or  some  soft  covering.  Such  a  protecting  medium  will  prevent  noise, 
which,  without  it,  might  arise  from  the  friction  of  the  hair  against  the 
auscultators's  ear  and  head.  By  attending  to  these  precautions,  I  can, 
by  apfilying  my  ear  to  the  heads  of  aea  thy  children,  hear  a  sound  which 
is  evidently  produced  by  the  air  impinging  against  the  walls  of  the  nasal 
cavities  during  the  act  of  respiration,"  &c.  "  A  second  sound  which 
strikes  the  ear,  is  one  which  seems  to  be  transmitted  from  a  distance. 
It  is  evidently  that  of  the  heart,  and  is  a  soft  mellow  sound,  resembling 
that  produced  by  softly  palpating  our  cheeks  when  moderately  distended 
by  air." 

To  copy  e.xtensively  would  be  an  ac:  of  injustice  towards  the  enter- 
prising publishers,  as  well  as  to  Dr.  Fisher,  who  has  rendered  valuable 
service  to  the  professional  community  by  his  labors  in  this  important 
branch  of  medical  investigation.  We  can  cheerfully  recommend  the 
volume  as  eminently  worthy  of  patronage.  It  is  possible  that  a  further 
notice  may  be  given  of  Dr.  Fisher's  views,  in  a  subsequent  number. 


Deaths  in  Penitentiaries. — During  the  year  1837,  the  number  of  deaths 
in  various  prisons  in  this  country,  was  as  follows.  In  the  State  Prison  of 
Maine — deaths,  1  ;  average  number  o;'  deaths  for  13  years,  1  1-7  ;  the 
average  number  of  prisoners,  80.  JVtiu  Hampshire — 1,  out  of  72  pri- 
soners ;  deaths  in  21  years  past,  20  ;  the  average  number  of  prisoners, 
70.  Vermont — 2  deaths.  Massackusdts — 5  deaths,  out  of  an  average 
of  284  prisoners.  In  10  years  past,  average  of  deaths,  5  out  of  270  in- 
mates. Connecticut — 1837  and  38,  4,  or  I  in  49.  Average  number  of 
deaths  in  10  years  preceding  the  last,  3,  or  1  in  61.  JVew  York — 
Auburn,  deaths,  19,  out  of  678  prisoners.  Average  number  of  deaths 
in  10  years,  12,  out  of  641  prisoners.  JVew  York — Sing  Sing,  deaths 20, 
out  of  an  average  of  7.53,  or  I  in  37.  Average  mortality  tor  6  years, 
22  ;  the  average  of  prisoners  in  ihe  time  being  814 — the  deaths,  there- 
fore, being  1  in  37.  JVew  Jersey — In  14  tnonths  preceding  Sept.  30, 
1837,  1.  Pennsylvania — Philadelphia,  average  number  of  prisoners, 
386 — deaths,  17;  per  cent.  4.3.  J)^Ianjland—  Baltimore,  13  deaths.  For 
5  years,  the  average  mortality  was  1  in  34  ;  in  the  past  year  only  1  in 
30.  District  of  Columbia — Washington,  none  in  1837.  Only  one  death 
has  occurred  in  the  institution,  which  was  established  in  April,  1831. 
Tennessee — number  of  prisoners  in  1837,  122  ;  the  deaths  in  two  years 
were  13.  Kentucky — in  1837,  the  number  of  prisoners  was  114,  and  the 
deaths  2.  Forty  or  fifty  prisoners  were  in  the  hospital  at  the  same  time, 
once  or  twice.  Ohio — deaths,  9  ;  the  average  number  of  prisoners  being 
353.  The  preceding  year  the  deaths  were  11,  and  the  whole  number  of 
inmates  290.  Louisiana — Baton  Rouge,  deaths,  7  ;  the  number  of  pri- 
soners being  ]  12. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  a  careful  attention  is  paid  to  ventila- 
tion and  perfect  cleanliness  in  the  cells  of  all  these  prisons.  If  anything 
is  essential  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  where  such  numbers  are  congre- 
gated, it  must  be  an  unvitiated  atmosphere.  Considering  the  aggregate 
of  persons  in  confinement,  the  mortality  has  certainly  been  exceedingly 
small. 


386  Medical  Intellis^cnce 


to' 


Boston  Medical  Association. — A  pleasant  meeting  of  the  Boston  Medi- 
cal Association  was  held  at  Dr.  Hildreth's,  Lagrange  Place,  on  Friday 
evening  last.  Nothing  contributes  more  to  a  good  understanding  among 
the  members  of  the  profession  in  cities,  than  frequent  social  intercourse. 
We  hope,  therefore,  the  spirit  which  has  thus  far  characterized  these  in 
Boston,  will  always  be  cherished  with  increasing  interest. 


Mortality  of  Boston  in  1838. — The  city  has  never  been  freer  from  epi- 
demics in  any  period  of  its  history,  perhaps,  than  the  pa.st  year.  The 
total  mortality  was  1920  only.  Consumption,  as  usual,  was  the  most 
formidable  disease  in  the  catalogie — 256  having  been  swept  away  by  it. 
Of  infantile  complaints,  112  ;  uoknown  diseases,  182  ;  and  of  old  age, 
65.  We  are  struck,  particularly,  with  the  number  of  stillborn — 121. 
The  population  of  the  city  is  supposed  to  be  not  far  from  eighty-two 
thousand. 

Philadelphia  Medical  Society. — From  the  Medical  Examiner  is  ex- 
tracted the  following  list  of  officers,  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society, 
for  1839.  The  annual  election  was  held  January  2d.  Dr.  Thomas 
Harris  was  elected  President  ;  Drs.  S.  Jackson  and  R.  Coates,  Vice 
Presidents  ;  Dr.  Bond,  Treasurer  and  Orator  ;  Drs.  B.  H.  Coates, 
Warrington  and  White,  Secretaries  ;  Dr.  Johnston,  Librarian  ;  Drs. 
Brewer,  Kirkbride,  J.  Parish,  West  and  Patterson,  Curators. 


Important  Surgical  Operation. — Early  in  September  last  a  rencounter 
took  place  between  Mr.  T.,  a  stojt,  muscular  young  man,  residing  in 
Saugerties,  Ulster  co.,  and  one  of  his  neighbors.  In  the  course  of  the 
affray  Mr.  T.  received  a  stab  near  the  led  shoulder,  which  wounded  the 
main  artery  a  little  below  the  collar  bone,  and  nearly  terminated  his  life 
upon  the  spot.  The  bleeding,  however,  was  arrested,  and  the  wound 
was  healed,  but  not  without  the  formation  of  a  bloody  tumor,  which,  in 
two  weeks  from  the  time  when  the  wound  was  given,  appeared  to  be  oq 
the  point  of  bursting. 

At  this  time  the  operation  of  dissecting  down  and  tying  the  subclavian 
artery  was  performed  by  Dr.  G.  H.  White,  of  Hudson,  assisted  by  Dr. 
S.  White,  and  by  Drs.  W.  and  B.  Dewitt.  The  operation  was  success- 
ful. On  the  seventeeth  day  the  ligature  came  away,  and  m  three  weeks 
the  wounds  were  healed.  This  man  may  be  truly  said  to  have  had  a 
very  narrow  escape — first,  from  a  very  severe  and  dangerous  wound, 
and,  secondly,  from  a  difficult  and  hazardous  operation. — JV*.  F.  Spectator. 

Intense  Headache  induced  by  the  presence  of  Grubs  in  the  Frontal  Si- 
nuses.— A  woman  presented  herself,  recently,  at  the  Hospital  at  Sienna, 
complaining  of  intense  headache.  The  pain  was  most  severe  over  the 
forehead  ;  and  often  it  was  so  distressing  that  she  became  delirious. 
She  said  that,  some  time  before,  a  common  fly  had  got  up  one  of  her 
nostrils,  but  whether  it  ever  came  out  again  she  did  not  know.  The  phy- 
sician in  attendance  suspecting  that  there  might  possibly  be  some  of  its 
ova  deposited  in  the  nasal  cavities,  advised  her  to  fumigate  her  nostrils 
with  the  vapor  of  some  anthelmintic  substance.  Judge,  then,  ol  her 
surprise  when,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  she  found  that  several  full-formed 
grubs  were  discharged.     Upwards  of  fifty  came  away  during  the  course 
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of  the  next  week.  These  grubs  were  at  once  recognized  to  be  those  of 
the  common  flesh-fly  (mnscadi  came).  To  prove  that  there  was  no  mis- 
take, several  of  them,  being  kept  in  favoral)le  circumstances,  passed  from 
the  stale  of  chrysalis  to  that  of  a  perfect  fly.  The  woman  was  at  once 
relieved  from  all  her  sufTerings. — Bulletin  Med.  Beiges. 

The  Blood. — Professor  Mitscherlisch  has  performed  a  variety  of  ex- 
periments for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  substances  introduced 
into  the  animal  economy  cause  any  appreciable  change  in  the  blood,  but 
the  results  obtained  have  unfortunately  been,  for  the  most  part,  negative. 
He  has,  however,  ascertained  that  most  substances  act  only  on  the  glo- 
bules of  the  blood  when  placed  in  immediate  contact  with  them  ;  lor  if 
they  are  submitted  to  the  influence  of  digestion  and  absorption,  they  un- 
dergo certain  changes  which  totally  destroy  their  powers  ;  thus  acetic 
acid,  oxalic  acid  and  ammonia  will  not  dissolve  the  globules,  unless  in- 
jected directly  into  the  veins  or  arteries.  Solutions  of  the  sulphate  of 
iron,  and  sulphate  of  copper,  when  introduced  through  the  stomach, 
seem  to  exercise  an  influence  on  the  blood,  but  if  mixed  directly  with 
the  latter  they  produce  an  evident  irregularity  in  the  form  of  the  glo- 
bules.— Miiller  Arch,  and  Jirch.  de  Med. 


Sudden  Death. — In  a  memoir  on  the  causes  and  frequency  of  sudden 
death,  M.  Devergie  analyses  forty  cases  which  he  had  observed,  and 
shows,  contrary  to  the  vulgar  opinion,  that  apoplexy  is  much  less  fre- 
quently the  cause  of  sudden  death  than  is  imagined  ;  of  the  forty  cases 
only  one  was  produced  by  apoplexy.  Pulmonary  congestion  is  a  much 
more  frequent  cause  ;  this  has  been  observed  by  M.  Devergie  in  twelve 
cases  singly,  and  in  twelve  others  combined  with  congestion  of  the  brain. 
Finally,  he  asserts  that  syncope  may  terminate  in  death,  without  the  oc- 
currence of  any  organic  lesion. — Arch,  de  Med. 


JYew  York  University. — The  editor  of  the  Examiner  is  constantly 
opening  phials  upon  the  heads  of  the  counsellors — touching  the  organi- 
zation of  the  faculty  of  medicine.  As  nearly  as  we  can  discover,  there 
is  too  much  machinery  in  the  institution,  or  there  would  be  less  friction. 
If  energy  of  character,  genuine  talent  and  tact  are  desirable  qualifica- 
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the  hive,  is  to  be  expected — and  some  injudicious,  indiscreet  members  of 
the  council  ;  but  on  the  whole,  the  aspect  of  affairs  is  certainly  of  an  en- 
couraging character. 


To  CoRRESPO.vDE.VTs. — Dr.  Alexander's  paper  on  the  capillaries  of  the  eye, 
and  other  favors,  have  been  received. 

Died, — In  Brimfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  Orson  Parker,  aged  30. — At  Hartford,  Conn., 
Dec.  28th,  Dr.  Dwell  Morgan,  an  eminent  surgeon,  74. 
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DR.    MARSHALL    HALL    ON   PUERPERAL   DISEASES. 

(Continued  from  page  379.) 

The  cases  which  have  been  now  detailed,  will  sufficiently  display  the 
usual  symptoms  and  effects  of  loss  of  blood  in  the  puerperal  state,  and 
demonstrate  the  danger,  in  different  cases,  of  mistaking  these  effects  for 
inflammation,  or  disease  of  the  brain  or  heart,  according  as  the  symp- 
toms affecting  the  former  or  latter  organ  may  predominate.  The  first 
will  strongly  illustrate  the  danger  of  drawing  a  wrong  inference  from  the 
effects  of  bloodletting  in  such  cases;  for  the  symptoms  were  all  relieved 
by  this  measure ;  but  its  repetition  was  attended  with  some  alarm,  if  not 
hazard.  This  case  illustrates  another  point,  which  is,  that  leeches  ap- 
plied to  the  temples  may  relieve  and  be  admissible  when  general  blood- 
letting is  inadmissible.  It  is  further  to  be  observed,  too,  that  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches  to  the  temples  was  followed  by  the  same  degree  of 
reaction  as  the  bloodletting  ;  so  that,  in  this  respect  also,  they  formed 
the  appropriate  remedy.  The  second,  and  especially  the  third  of  these 
cases,  strongly  exemplify  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart  arising 
from  loss  of  blood. 

I  now  propose  to  detail  the  principles  of  the  treatment  in  cases  of  the 
effects  of  loss  of  blood  in  the  puerperal  state. 

In  the  first  place  the  state  of  exhaustion  from  loss  of  blood,  with  or 
without  reaction,  by  no  means  precludes  the  possibility  of  congestion 
within  the  head.  And  it  is  no  less  certain  that  the  application  of  leeches 
to  the  temples,  or  of  the  cupping-glass  to  the  back  of  the  neck,  relieves 
the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  head,  arising  from  loss  of  blood,  in  a  re- 
markable manner.  In  a  case  given  by  Mr.  Hey,  in  his  work  on  puer- 
peral fever,  which  I  regard  as  being  of  this  character,  and  to  which  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  revert  hereafter,  urgent  symptoms  of  affection  of 
the  head  were  twice  relieved  by  the  abstraction  of  but  three  ounces  of 
blood  from  the  temporal  artery.  This  mode  of  treatment  must  not, 
therefore,  be  neglected,  except  in  the  most  extreme  cases,  in  which  the 
loss  of  even  so  small  a  quantity  of  blood,  and  that  from  the  head  even, 
might  precipitate  the  remaining  powers  of  the  patient. 

The  next  point  of  practice  which  requires  to  be  mentioned  is  the 
state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels.  If  these  were  free  from  all  disorder 
before  the  occurrence  of  the  loss  of  blood,  yet  the  state  of  exhaustion 
ever  induces  a  deranged  state  of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  state  of 
the  bowels  must,  therefore,  claim  our  attentive  consideration  in  every 
25 
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case  of  sycDptoms  arising  from  loss  of  blood  Tiieir  functions  and  lone 
must  be  carefully  restored  by  every  means  in  our  power,  while  we  as  care- 
fully avoid  any  fresh  source  of  exhaustion.  The  bowels  must,  in  particular, 
be  carefully  evacuated  daily.  This  may  i)erli3ps  be  best  done  by  means 
of  the  warm  water  injection,  so  often  recommended  in  these  lectures 
already,  with  or  without  the  aid  of  a  draught  containing  an  ounce  of  the 
infusion,  and  two  or  three  drachms  of  the  compound  tincture  of  rhubarb, 
and  of  manna. 

By  these  means,  the  stale  of  irritability  which  is  so  apt  to  affect  the 
system,  and  especially  the  head  and  the  heart,  in  cases  of  exhaustion 
from  loss  of  blood,  is  greatly  obviated.  But,  for  this  affection,  it  is  fre- 
quently also  necessary  to  give  some  mild  but  efficient  anodyne.  The 
tinctura  opii,  the  tinciura  hyoscyami,  the  spiriius  ammonias  aromaticus, 
ScC,  are  extremely  useful  remedies  in  this  affection.  But  perhaps  the 
best  are  the  liquor  opii  sedativus  of  Battley,  or  the  extract  of  poppy, 
given  in  efficient  doses. 

When  the  head,  the  heart,  and  the  alimentary  canal  have  been  thus 
relieved,  and  even  during  the  exhibition  of  the  medicines  which  have 
been  enumerated,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  attend  to  all  the  follow'- 
ing  points  :   viz.,  nourishment,  fresh  air,  quiet,  soothing,  sleep,  &c. 

It  is  difficult  to  give  any  rule  for  the  administration  of  nourishment. 
But  the  first  rule  is  to  ascertain  that  the  bowels  have  been  properly 
evacuated  ;  otherwise  food  will  only  oppress  the  stomach  ;  the  second 
is  to  give  the  nourishment  itself  in  sucli  forms  as  will  prove  light  and 
easy  of  digestion  ;  the  third  is  that  it  should  be  taken  at  first  very  slowly 
and  in  small  quantities.  Arrow-root,  done  in  water,  beef-tea,  panado, 
sago,  Sic,  may  be  given  frequently. 

The  best  restorative  we  possess,  is,  I  believe,  fresh  air ;  but  it  is  es- 
pecially the  best  in  the  cases  under  consideration.  The  warmth  and 
closeness  of  a  lying-in  room,  must  therefore  be  forthwith  exchanged  for 
free  ventilation,  only  observing  the  due  precautions  against  giving  cold. 

Nothing  is  more  essential  than  quiet,  both  of  body  and  mind.  Bodily 
exertion  leads  to  still  further  exhaustion,  and  perhaps  even  to  unexpected 
dissolution.  And  every  kind  of  mental  effort  or  hurry  not  only  ex- 
hausts the  patient's  strength,  but  is  extremely  apt  to  lead  to  those  at- 
tacks of  symptoms  of  irritability,  of  which  I  have  given  so  full  a  de- 
scription. 

The  patient  should  be  soothed  and  lulled  in  every  possible  way  ;  and 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  procure  sleep.  But  it  should  be  ob- 
served, in  regard  to  sleep,  that  too  long  a  sleep  is  apt  to  exhaust  or  over- 
whelm the  patient.  This  is  especially  true  if  it  be  not  preceded  by 
nourishment.  The  sleep  is  also  apt  to  be  injurious  by  leading  to  turbu- 
lent dreams,  which  have  the  sanie  bad  effects  as  waking  hurry  of  mind  ; 
the  sleep  should,  therefore,  be  watched,  and  it  should  be  interrupted  if 
the  patient  is  observed  to  suffer  from  agitation  ;  this  is  best  done,  I 
think,  by  offering  nourishment,  for  the  patient  is  immediately  collected, 
on  awaking,  from  knowing  what  is  doing. 

There  is  one  point  which  I  have  not  hitherto  mentioned  as  it  deserves. 
It  is  the  efforts  made  by  the  patient  to  suckle  her  infant.     Nothing  is  so 
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injurious  in  all  puerperal  diseases.  These  morbid  affections  have  often 
appeared  lo  be  first  induced  by  the  attempt  to  nurse ;  and  they  have 
still  more  frequently  been  exasperated  by  it.  This  attempt  especially  in* 
volves,  within  itself,  almost  everything  which  can  be  injurious  in  a  state 
of  exhaustion  ;  the  drain,  the  muscular  effort,  the  mental  excitement, 
implied  in  the  act  of  suckling,  are  all  of  the  most  injurious  tendency  in 
this  affection. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ON   THE  CAPILLARIES   OF  THE   EYE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — When  my  former  article*  on  the  anatomy  and  physiology  of  the 
capillary  bloodvessels  was  inserted  in  your  Journal,  I  was  not  aware 
that  the  optical  phenomena  which  induced  me  to  write  that  article  had 
been  previously  observed  or  described  by  any  author.  I  have  since  dis- 
covered that  they  have  been  treated  of  in  various  scientific  and  medical 
works.  No  one,  however,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  enter- 
tains the  same  opinion  with  regard  to  them  that  1  do.  So  early  as  1831 
a  writer  in  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Philosophical  Magazine,  Thomas 
Batcheldor,  Esq.,  describes  them  as  observed  in  his  own  eyes,  and  by 
referring  to  that  article  it  will  be  seen  that  he  entertains  the  same  opinions 
and  gives  the  same  explanations  of  them  as  your  correspondent,  Mrs. 
G.  The  earliest  published  opinions  of  that  lady,  upon  this  subject, 
appear  in  the  same  journal  for  1834.  She  afterwards  treats  of  them, 
more  at  length,  in  a  work  entitled  "  Discoveries  in  Light  and  Vision," 
published  in  1836,  which  contains  many  interesting  and  novel  experi- 
ments and  suggestions,  and  deserves  to  be  much  more  extensively  known 
than  it  is. 

Mrs.  G.  thinks  that  the  objects  seen  in  the  eye,  and  which  I  suppose 
to  be  the  seriferous  capillaries  of  that  organ,  are  nothing  more  than  viscid 
secretions  floating  in  the  aqueous  humor,  and  that  what  I  suppose  to  be 
pores  in  the  parietes  of  these  vessels  are  air-bubbles  adhering  to  the  vis- 
cid secretions  after  they  have  assumed  the  form  of  strings,  or  that  the 
bubbles  adhering  together  form  these  strings.  She  states  that  the  strings 
seldom  continue  of  the  same  shape  more  than  a  second  or  two.  My 
observations  have  led  me  to  a  very  different  conclusion.  I  stated  in  my 
former  article  that  they  retain  the  same  appearance  for  years,  and  I  now 
repeat  the  assertion.  The  vessels  which  I  first  saw  are  now  distinctly 
visible,  and  I  cannot  perceive  any  change  whatever  in  their  appearance. 
I  need  hardly  observe  that  this  would  not  be  the  case,  if  they  were  no- 
thing more  than  strings  of  bubbles.  Dr.  Dunglison,f  in  some  comments 
on  my  opinions,  states  that  he  had  seen  in  his  own  eye  a  tube  resembling 
those  described  by  me  ;  and  afterwards  in  some  remarks  introductory  to 
a  communicationj  from  Mrs.  G.,  he  makes  the  following  observation^ 

*  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  XVI.  No.  18. 
t  American  Medical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  I.,  page  145. 
X  American  Medical  Intelligencer,  Vol.  I.,  page  186. 
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"  We  may  merely  observe,"  says  he,  "  in  reply  to  the  reference  made 
to  tiie  appearances  in  our  own  eye,  that  they  could  not  have  been  of  the 
character  to  which  our  correspondent  (Mrs.  G.)  alludes,  inasmuch  as 
instead  of  rarely  continuing  in  shape  more  than  a  second  or  two,  they 
were  identical,  or  nearly  so,  for  months  or  even  years." 

When  these  vessels  are  seen  most  distinctly,  the  pores  in  their  parietes 
have  no  resemblance  to  air-bubbles  ;  they  are  not  in  immediate  contact 
with  each  other,  but  placed  at  distinct  intervals.  Their  relative  posi- 
tion never  varies.  The  ramifications  of  the  vessels  are  distinctly  visible. 
I  have  repeatedly  seen  one  part  of  a  vessel  in  the  very  act  of  contract- 
ing its  diameter,  while  the  other  parts  remained  the  same.  It  may  be 
objected  that  the  diameter  of  a  string  of  bubbles  would  be  diminished 
by  its  being  stretched  out ;  but  I  have  seen  these  vessels  contracting 
their  diameter  when  they  were  not  stretched  out,  but  very  much  folded 
up  upon  themselves.  Mrs.  G.  says  that  some  of  them  have  detached 
open  extremities  ;  1  have  never  seen  any  such,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how 
a  string  of  bubbles  can  have  an  open  extremity.  Dr.  Dunglison,  in 
speaking  of  the  tube  seen  in  his  own  eye,  remarks,  that  instead  of  "  the 
pores  being  confined  to  the  sides  of  the  apparent  vessel,  there  W'as  a 
manifest  termination  in  an  open  mouth."  1  think  Dr.  Dunglison  must 
have  been  deceived.  1  have  myself  several  times  thought  1  could  per- 
ceive detached  extremities  to  these  vessels  ;  but  I  have  always  dis- 
covered that  I  was  deceived  by  a  part  of  the  vessel  being  hidden  from 
view.  I  do  not  deny  that  any  such  extremities  exist ;  but  I  do  not 
think  their  existence  probable. 

The  reader  may  be  disposed  to  think  that  the  objects  observed  by 
each  of  us  are  of  a  diflerent  nature  ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the  same 
objects  are  to  be  seen  in  every  eye.  I  have  never  known  any  one  fail 
of  seeing  them,  who  made  use  of  the  proper  means.  I  feel  confident 
that  both  Mrs.  G.  and  myself  see  the  same  objects  ;  and,  of  course,  the 
conclusion  of  one  or  the  other  must  be  erroneous.  We  have  no  proof 
of  the  existence  of  air  or  gas  of  any  kind  in  the  form  of  bubbles  in  any 
of  the  healthy  living  fluids.  If  it  did  exist  in  any  considerable  quantity 
in  the  aqueous  humor,  it  would  be  a  very  serious  impediment  to  vision  ; 
now  thousands  of  these  pores  are  seen  in  the  eye  ;  but,  in  general,  it  is 
only  when  the  attention  is  directed  particularly  to  them  and  the  eye  is 
placed  in  a  favorable  light,  consequently  thousands  pass  their  entire 
lives  without  ever  noticing  them. 

To  suppose  that  air-bubbles  could  attach  themselves  together  in  the 
form  of  a  string,  and  retain,  in  an  organ  so  restless  as  the  eye,  the  same 
relative  position  for  years,  is  absurd,  and  Mrs.  G.  does  not  sujipose  it. 
She  says  that  they  seldom  continue  in  the  same  shape  more  than  a 
second  or  two.  To  account  for  tho^e  objects  which  I  afllrm  to  remain 
the  same  for  }  ears,  she  makes  use  of  a  very  singular  sui)posiiion.  She 
says,*  "  The  fixed  tubes  and  spots  certainly,  as  Dr.  Alexander  observes, 
have  the  appearance  of  being  in  motion,  a  motion  which  only  belongs 
to  the  eye  itself  On  a  careful  examination,  after  the  lapse  of  a  year, 
he  will  find  that  the  spots  and  irregular  tubes,  which  he  imagines  are  the 
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seriferous  capillaries,  will  appear  in  the  same  place  and  present  the  same 
appearance.  They  are  notl)ing  more  than  j^a?t;s  and  cracZrs,  just  such 
as  we  see  in  the  dried  lens  of  an  ox  when  we  look  at  it  throu2,h  a 
magnifier."  IVow  INIrs.  G.  seems  to  conclude  that  because  there  are 
flaws  and  cracks  in  the  dried  lens  of  an  ox,  there  are  flaws  and  cracks  in 
the  living  human  lens.  Even  supposing  that  flaws  and  cracks  do  exist 
in  the  lens,  they  could  not  present  the  appearance  of  these  vessels. 
Some  of  the  vessels  that  are  seen  move  very  freely  upon  themselves, 
and  are  evidently  ramified  upon  some  internal  part  of  the  eye,  which  is 
capable  of  moving  independently  of  the  external  coats.  Flaws  or 
cracks  in  the  lens  could  not  change  their  relative  position.  Whoever 
will  take  the  trouble  to  observe  for  himself,  will  be  convinced  that  the 
appearances  described  remain  always  the  same.  He  will  no  doubt  find 
it  difficult  at  first  to  get  a  good  view  of  them,  and  to  keep  them  in  sight 
for  any  length  of  time  ;  but  by  practice  this  difficulty  is  overcome,  and 
if  he  then  fixes  upon  any  one  of  the  vessels,  and  remarks  its  peculiari- 
ties, he  will  be  able  to  see  it  again  and  again,  and  to  convince  himself 
that  it  remains  always  the  same.  It  is  from  not  pursuing  this  course 
that  Mrs.  G.  has  been  deceived. 

Mr.  Batcheldor  makes  the  following  remarks  on  the  means  of  render- 
ing the  muscae  volitantes  (as  he  calls  them)  visible.  "  1  have  tried," 
says  he,  "  various  means  of  illuminating  the  interior  of  the  eye,  in  order 
to  examine  these  specks  to  the  greatest  advantage.  They  may  be  seen 
by  looking  through  any  small  lens  at  a  candle — it  is  best  to  use  the 
smallest  lens  which  can  be  procured  ;  for  the  light  thus  entering  by  a 
very  small  point  is  obviously  more  likely  to  admit  of  a  shadow  being 
cast  upon  the  retina  by  a  small  object  between  it  and  that  membrane. 
By  looking  through  a  small  hole  in  a  plate  of  tin,  1  have  also  clearly 
seen  a  stratum  of  still  smaller  particles  than  those  which  appear  as 
specks,  and  interfere,  in  a  trifling  degree,  with  vision  under  ordinary 
circum.stances." 

Mrs.  G.,  in  "  Discoveries  in  Light  and  Vision,"  recommends  a  va- 
riety of  methods  which  will  be  found  very  useful  by  the  beginner ;  it  is, 
however,  easy  to  acquire  the  power  of  seeing  the  vessels  without  any 
artificial  aid,  and  it  is  better  to  do  so,  as  they  are  then  seen  more  dis- 
tinctly and  frequently,  and  in  different  lights. 

In  Vol.  IV.  of  the  new  series  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Philo- 
sophical Magazine,  will  be  found  several  papers  on  the  bloodvessels  o< 
the  retina  as  rendered  visible  by  the  experiments  of  Steinbuch  and  Per- 
kinje  ;  but  these  are  an  entirely  difterent  set  of  vessels  from  those  now 
treated  of,  and  only  the  shadows  of  them  are  seen  ;  on  this  account  I 
shall  not  at  present  take  any  further  notice  of  them. 

Boston,  Jan.  \Qth,  1839.  Andrew  Alexander. 


PEDATE   VIOLET. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — This  herb  is  now  called,  by  botanists,  pedate  violet,  or  birds 
foot  violet ;  but  has  long  been,  and  is  yet,  known  in  the  western  part  of 
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Massachusetts  by  the  name  of  parsley  violet,  and  was  so  called  when 
first  had  of  an  Indian  in  1696.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  ever  been 
noticed  by  any  medical  author  for  any  use  as  a  medicine,  but  it  has  been 
so  esteemed  in  my  father's  family,  and  was  ever  ready  for  his  use  during 
his  life,  after  he  had  been  relieved  by  it  in  a  case  of  nephritis  in  1739, 
to  his  death  in  179-2.  It  has  been  kept  by  me  as  a  shop  medicine  more 
than  sixty  years.  If  asked  why  not  more  generally  known  and  used, 
1  answer,  I  have  not  failed  in  many  opportunities  of  telling  its  proper- 
ties;  nor  has  it  been  used  by  me  alone,  as  I  have  supplied  some  even 
at  a  distance.  A  tea  of  these  violets  I  esteem  as  an  excellent  mucila- 
ginous diuretic,  so  affecting  the  urinary  vessels  as  to  have  promoted  the 
passage  of  calculi  into  the  bladder  and  brought  them  off.  It  has  also 
relieved  a  spasmodic  dysuria,  and  is  a  valuable  n)edicine  in  disorders  of 
young  children,  and  been  often  of  use  in  complaints  of  child-bed  wo- 
men, making  a  palatable  drink  not  improper  in  a  fever,  and,  a  little 
sweetened,  rarely  refused  even  by  timorous  little  ones.  I  doubt  whether 
a  substitute  can  be  found  to  operate  with  so  much  ease  and  so  good 
effect,  without  any  consequent  debility  of  the  vessels,  which  is  probably 
owing  to  the  peculiar  mucilaginous  quality  of  the  herb. 

I  think  the  article  ought  to  be  introduced  into  the  materia  medica,and 
also  cultivated,  lest  the  agriculturists,  in  their  zeal  for  improvement, 
should  eradicate  it,  which  I  should  consider  a  loss.  I  have  never  seen 
them  growing  in  Berkshire.  They  are  to  be  found  on  the  head  lands  of 
old  plough-fields,  on  the  plains  in  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  river  in 
this  Stale,  which  were  formerly  covered  with  yellow  pines.  I  have  had 
my  supply  always  from  Hatfield.  The  largest  growth  of  the  said  vio- 
lets I  ever  saw  was  north  of  VVestfield  town,  on  the  old  road,  as  I  went 
to  Northampton  some  years  ago  in  May.  Near  the  middle  of  said 
month  they  are  in  full  bloom,  when  they  ought  to  be  gathered,  root  and 
branch,  dried  well  in  the  shade,  inclosed  then  in  paper  bags  (double) 
and  secured  from  moisture. 

The  petals  of  the  flower  are  five  in  number  (of  the  size  of  the  gar- 
den violet  flower),  two  of  them  white,  two  pale  blue,  and  one  a  deep 
blue  (if  I  forget  not  their  order),  standing  on  stems  rising  direct  from  the 
main  root,  as  do  each  of  the  leaves.  In  some  instances  there  are  fifty 
or  more  leaves  from  one  root;  the  stems  of  the  leaves  and  fibres  from  the 
main  root,  when  dried,  are  not  larger  than  fine  wire  ;  said  main  root  ought 
ever  to  be  bruised  before  steeping.  1  have  thought  a  tea  from  them  to 
be  best  if  made  with  water  not  boiling,  but  simmering  hot,  and  the 
second  steeping  as  good  if  not  better  than  the  first,  if  made  seasonably. 

For  a  persuasion  to  have  these  violets  noticed  and  used  as  a  diuretic, 
I  will  relate  certain  cases  where  said  violets  were  used  to  good  effect,  and 
if  my  narrative  is  thought  too  circumstantial,  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
thought  altogether  uninteresting.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Williams,  of  Hatfield 
(their  2d  minister),  in  the  seventeenth  century  had  many  relatives  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Boston  ;  his  daughter  Martha  (eventually  my  grand- 
mother) was,  say  in  the  year  1696,  when  not  quite  ten  years  old,  car- 
ried to  reside  awhile  with  her  aunt  Hyde  at  Mystic  (now  Medford), 
■/our  miles  from  Boston ;  while  there  she  heard  her  aunt  relate  that  her 
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son's  life  had  been  despaired  of  in  a  case  of  gravel,  and  that  an  Indian 
happening  to  call  and  ask  what  was  the  coniplainl,  was  told  the  case 
and  of  his  desperate  state,  and  said  1  think  I  can  give  sonieihing  to  help 
him.  His  two  physicians,  who  were  of  Boston,  were  soon  informed, 
who  agreed  to  have  him  use  the  medicine,  and  requested  that  if  prac- 
ticable Mrs.  Hyde  would  procure  some  of  his  roots.  She  laid  aside  two 
or  three  roots,  which  were  set  in  a  garden  and  carefully  attended  to; 
they  sprouted  and  proved  to  be  the  parsley  violet  (as  then  and  till  lately 
so  called).  The  young  man  voided  a  calculus  and  recovered,  and  the 
cure  was  imputed  to  the  violets. 

My  father.  Col.  Oliver  Partridge,  formerly  of  Hatfield,  was  26  years 
old  in  1739,  so  that  it  is  near  a  century  since  the  time  he  was  so  greatly 
afflicted  vvitli  tlie  gravel  that  his  recovery  was  despaired  of  by  all  who 
saw  him.  Being  the  only  son  of  his  parents  and  in  active  usefulness  in 
civil  and  military  life,  his  distressed  and  hopeless  condition  excited  great 
anxiety  in  all  who  knew  his  state.  My  grandmother  uould  since  say, 
that  sleep  was  departed  from  her,  and  finally,  in  her  anxious  wakeful 
hours  the  case  of  her  cousin  Hyde,  as  she  heard  related  (as  above  said 
more  than  40  years  before)  came  suddenly  into  her  mind,  and  without 
delay  the  said  violets  were  procured,  plentifully  used,  and  he  voided  a 
calculus,  and  was  relieved.  He  himself  has  told  me  that  it  was  nearly 
the  size  of  a  large  pea,  not  entirely  round,  somewhat  notclied,  so  that  he 
was  astonished  at  its  ever  beiny  brought  off.  Many  times  after  this  he  had 
turns  of  dysuria,  and  was  always  relieved  by  the  violet  tea,  and  some- 
times the  sediment  of  his  urine,  when  dried,  was  gritty.  He  died  of  a 
pectoral  affection  in  1792. 

More  than  thirty  years  since,  as  I  was  going  to  Saratoga  Springs  with 
a  diseased  friend,  an  old  gentleman  with  his  attendant  happened  in  com- 
pany, and  he  was  subject  to  nephritic  complaints  ;  his  favorite  physi- 
cian was  Dr.  Sylvester,  of  Boston  (if  I  rightly  remember  the  name), 
whose  directions  he  had  followed  some  years,  and  had  used  his  silver 
catheter  himself.  We  rode  till  near  two  o'clock,  when  his  pains  obliged 
him  to  stop  ;  after  resting.  Sic,  we  went  on  a  few  miles,  and  he  could 
go  no  further.  His  pains  were  so  great,  and  he  so  disheartened,  that  he 
said  he  should  never  go  on  or  return,  but  die  there.  The  medicine  he 
had  taken  that  day  I  thought  to  be  soponaceous  and  anodyne,  but  it  had 
not  the  effect  he  expected.  I  persuaded  him  to  lay  aside  his  medicines 
and  use  the  violet  tea.  He  went  into  a  bed  warmed  (say  Sept.,  5  1-2 
P.  M.),  and  took  two  large  teaspoonfuls  of  my  elixir  asthmatic  (so  made, 
i.e.  opium  si.  &c.,  to  8  3  spts.),  and  plentifully  of  the  violet  tea  often, 
and  a  little  food  in  the  evening,  as  tea  and  milk  biscuit.  By  11  o'clock 
he  was  so  comfortable  1  went  to  bed,  directing  his  attendants  not  to  omit 
the  tea  :  I  think  he  might  have  taken  more  than  a  quart.  During  the 
night  his  water  flowed  with  ease  and  in  plenty,  and  in  the  morning  he 
was  comfortable.  I  observed  at  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  urinals,  what 
I  saved  and  proved  to  be  five  calculi,  two  of  the  size  of  large  radish 
seed,  and  three  of  a  likeness  to  cabbage  seeds.  We  rode  to  Albany 
(11  miles)  this  day,  and  Friday  (the  next)  to  Ballstown.  Sabbath, 
he  was  out,  P.  M.,  two  miles  to  meeting.     In  the  night  I  was  called  up 
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and  found  him  using  his  catheter ;  the  violets  were  again  used,  and  he 
was  comfortable  the  day  after,  his  urine  carelessly  thrown  out.  We  were 
at  the  Congress  Spring  as  soon  as  we  could  be  ;  this  water  was  very 
beneficial  to  him,  and  proved  to  be  of  a  lasting  benefit. 

March  28th,  1830,  a  female,  the  third  child  of  healthy,  respectable 
parents  in  active  life  on  a  farm,  was  born,  and  to  appearance  healthy  as 
usual,  till  nearly  six  weeks  old,  when  it  had  turns  of  pains  which  daily 
increased  until  they  were  distressing.  Living  in  the  northwest  part  of 
this  town,  their  family  physician  was  Dr.  C,  of  Lenox,  in  whom  they 
had  all  necessary  confidence.  The  attacks  were  from  four  to  six  or 
seven  times  in  24  hours,  as  sudden  as  a  flash,  with  shrieks  from  distress 
as  if  pierced  through  with  a  knife,  throwing  out  her  limbs  as  if  her 
whole  body  was  afflicted  with  spasms  ;  the  arms,  with  several  tremulous 
jeij<s,  placed  on  her  head,  as  if  to  pull  it  forward  ;  the  arms  a  minute 
or  more  not  pliable  ;  the  lower  limbs  bent  and  drawn  up  some,  and  the 
body  bent  forward,  some  resembling  emprosthotonos.  The  distress  did 
not  continue  more  than  two  minutes  before  she  sobbed,  swooned,  and 
sank  into  a  listless  state,  as  if  much  fatigued,  and  at  once  all  the  muscles 
became  quite  relaxed.  After  about  six  weeks  attendance  (as  thought 
necessary)  the  said  doctor  quitted  his  patient,  saying  that  she  was  affected 
with  an  incurable  malady,  seated,  as  he  thought,  in  the  head,  that  it  did 
no  good  to  give  any  medicine,  and  that  she  would  languish  and  die,  for 
he  had  not  given  an  article  which  appeared  to  be  of  any  benefit,  except 
castor  oil,  after  which  the  spells  of  distress  were  more  tolerable  two  or 
three  times.  This  relation  was  from  the  mother,  who,  some  days  after 
the  child  was  left  by  her  doctor  to  pine  and  die,  brought  her  to  stay  at 
our  next  neighbor's  a  few  days,  as  she  said,  not  to  expect  any  benefit 
from  my  prescription,  for  she  fully  confided  in  her  doctor's  opinion  as 
to  the  event,  but  only  to  let  me  see  her  distress,  and  know  whether  I 
had  ever  seen  or  heard  of  anything  like  it.  She  said  they  could  not 
impute  the  distress  to  any  disorder  of  body  ;  she  slept  quietly  except  at 
the  times  of  distress,  was  supplied  with  a  plenty  of  good  food  from  the 
breast,  and  seemed  to  relish  it,  yet  she  was  evidently  more  and  more 
feeble  and  languishing,  and  she  presumed  would  soon  die,  as  the  doctor 
had  said,  and  that  she  and  her  husband  were  worn  out  with  care  and 
watching  day  and  night,  and  had  not  had  a  quiet  night's  rest  in  more 
than  five  weeks.  Sitting  a  few  hours  by  the  child,  several  females  being 
present,  we  were  startled  as  suddenly  as  if  a  pistol  was  fired,  with  a 
shriek  of  distress  as  the  turns,  above  described,  came  on.  1  soon  ques- 
tioned whether  the  babe  was  not  found  wet  directly  after  said  times  of 
distress.  The  mother  said,  invariably  very  wet.  1  then  said  I  should 
not  wholly  despair  in  the  case,  and  would  give  a  little  medicine  if  direc- 
tions would  be  followed,  which  I  thought  might  be  very  beneficial,  if  it 
did  not  remove  the  complaint,  and  was  very  certain  it  would  not  be 
hurtful.  Fearing  that  in  this  distressing  case,  pronounced  desperate  and 
believed  to  be  so,  an  herb  tea  alone  prescribed  would  be  disdained  and 
neglected,  I  ordered  a  tea  of  said  violets  to  be  given  every  hour  (if  not 
asleep),  and  to  insure  strict  attendance,  added  8  or  10  drops,  every  2d 
hour,  of  spt.  nitre  duic.  neutralized  with  aq.  ammonia.     Near  midnight 
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she  had  another  distressing  spell,  but  never  any  more.  The  mother 
tarried  a  few  days,  expecting  a  return  of  the  complaint,  which  I  tolp 
her  I  should  call  a  spasmodic  dysuria,  and  the  most  distressing  of  the 
three  cases  I  had  seen  in  suhjects  too  young  to  tell  their  complaints,  and 
yet  much  the  soonest  relieved  ;  that  she  might  impute  the  relief  solely 
to  the  violet  tea,  which  she  might  continue,  abating  by  degrees,  and  finish 
in  about  two  weeks  ;  but  if  any  return  of  the  complaint,  to  have  re- 
course to  the  tea  again. 

About  two  months  after  I  met  the  father,  on  the  road,  who  told  me 
the  babe  was  doing  well  and  gaining  strength  and  health  ;  but  they  were 
inclined  to  think  she  made  rather  too  much  water.  I  directed  some  uva 
ursi  and  rosar.  rub.,  made  intoastrong  tea  and  given  syringe-wise  awhile. 
This  family  afterwards  moved  to  a  distance.  Last  winter,  in  an  answer 
to  a  letter  to  her  parents,  the  mother  informed  me  that  the  child  had 
not  had  any  of  said  complaint  since,  but  enjoyed  comfortable  health,  yet 
was  not  so  athletic  as  her  brother  and  sister,  and  they  think  that  she 
has  not  been  able  to  retain  her  urine  as  long  as  their  other  children. 

The  particular  efficacy  of  these  violets  in  disorders  of  little  ones  who 
cannot  tell  their  feelings,  is  such,  from  their  mucilaginous  and  diuretic 
qualities,  that  I  cannot  think  of  a  substitute,  especially  when  from  atten- 
tive observation  1  find  that  something  of  the  kind  is  needed  ;  and  for  the 
benefit  of  these  patients  alone,  1  think  these  violets  are  worthy  of  notice. 

Stockbridge,  Dec.  1838.  Your  friend,  &ic., 

Oliver  Partridge. 

P.  S. — It  is  presumed  that  this  article  will  long  be  called  parsley  vio- 
let by  the  people  of  Hampshire  county.  O.  P. 


SUSPENSION   OF  THE   POWER   OF   SPEECH    FROM    THE   USE    OF 

CAMPHOR. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  called  on  Sunday,  December  16th,  to  visit  Miss  B., 
a  young  lady  whom,  the  messenger  said,  was  very  ill,  and  that  she  had 
"  already  lost  her  speech." 

The  following  symptoms  were  obvious  upon  my  arrival  : — flushed 
face,  eyes  suffused  with  blood,  pupils  dilated,  extremities  cold,  pulse  full, 
soft,  and  about  forty  to  the  minute,  breathing  laborious,  and  a  constant 
putting  of  the  hand  to  the  top  of  the  head  and  again  to  the  stomach,  as 
though  suffering  great  pain  in  both  of  those  organs,  the  brain  and  the 
stomach.  In  addition  to  these  symptoms  there  was  a  total  loss  of  speech 
for  the  time  being  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  power  of  speech  was  lost, 
her  hearing  remained  unimpaired,  so  that  she  understood  every  inquiry 
that  was  made,  and  nodded  her  head  in  confirmation  or  denial  of  all 
questions  asked  her. 

As  I  was  informed  by  her  friends  that  she  had  never  been  subject  to 
fits,  and  that  she  had  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  health  for  a  long  time 
previous,  and  as  her  tongue  at  this  time  appeared  perfectly  clean  and 
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natural,  I  could  not  account  for  the  symptoms  until,  upon  close  inquiry, 
I  found  that  about  four  hours  previous  to  my  being  called  in,  she  had 
taken,  for  a  slight  pain  in  the  stomach,  a  dessert  spoonful  of  a  strong  so- 
lution of  camphor,  but  which  had  been  entirely  overlooked  by  her  friends 
as  the  cause  of  her  illness,  although  she  became  unwell  and  lost  the 
power  of  speaking  soon  after  taking  the  draught. 

Before  and  after  I  arrived,  she  had  exacerbations  of  suffering  as  often 
as  once  in  twenty  minutes,  when  she  would  almost  cease  to  breathe  and 
appear  in  great  anguish  and  distress. 

As  she  had  previously  enjoyed  good  health,  and  as  the  appearance 
of  her  tongue  at  this  lime  did  not  indicate  any  derangement  in  the  di- 
gestive apparatus,  1  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  her  illness  was  produced 
solely  by  the  camphor  which  she  had  before  taken.  If  this  conclusion 
was  correct,  the  case  obviously  offers  itself  as  one  confirmatory  of  the 
theory  "that  camphor  in  its  operation  is  primarily  and  chiefly  directed 
to  the  cerebral  and  nervous  systems  ;  and  the  circulation,  though  usually 
affected  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  involved  only  through  the  agency 
of  the  brain."  It  will  be  recollected  in  this  case,  that  although  the 
camphor  was  taken  in  a  sufficient  quantity  to  suspend  the  power  of 
speech  and  produce  other  alarming  symptoms,  yet  it  entirely  failed,  as  a 
narcotic,  of  affecting  the  function  of  the  brain  so  far  as  hearing,  seeing 
and  understanding  were  concerned. 

The  statements  of  this  young  lady,  after  her  recovery,  were,  that  af- 
ter taking  the  camphor  she  was  seized  with  a  violent  pain  in  the  head 
and  throu<,'h  the  temples,  accompanied  with  an  indescribable  sensation  of 
sinking  and  exhaustion,  as  though  her  breath  was  leaving  her. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  merely  add  that  the  remedial  means  made  use 
of  were  a  blistering  lotion  to  the  temples,  and  a  smart  emetic  of  ipe- 
cacuanha and  mustard.  The  emetic  not  operating,  it  was  repeated  in 
thirty  minutes;  full  and  free  vomiting  soon  followed,  with  the  recovery 
of  speech  and  the  abatement  of  the  unfavorable  symptotns. 

Wilton,  Me.,  Dec.  30th,  1838.  J  as.  L.  Brooks. 


ACCLIMATION  IN   THE    WEST. 

In  the  West,  you  will  often  hear  medical  men,  as  well  as  others,  speak 
of  strangers  becoming  seasoned  or  acclimated.  These  terms  refer  to 
some  kind  of  illness  (mostly  of  a  febrile  character)  with  which  emigrants 
are  attacked,  and  this  sickness,  of  whatever  character  it  may  be,  is  con- 
sidered as  constituting  the  highest  point  or  summit  of  a  gradual  process 
called  acclimation.  Emigrants  commonly  experience  this  sickness, 
which  is  supposed  to  procure  for  them,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 
exemption  from  future  attacks,  during  the  first,  second  or  third  year ;  but 
the  longer  it  i*;  delayed,  generally  speaking,  the  more  severe  is  the  at- 
tack. The  following  account  of  an  attack  of  extreme  severity,  which 
occurred  in  the  third  year  of  the  residence  of  the  writer,  it  is  true  is  not 
strictly  medical  in  its  details,  but  as  »lie  circumstances  under  which  it 
occurred  contioue  to  exert  a  deleterious  influence  upon  the  health  of  emi- 


I 


Death,  of  Broussais.  399 

grants  from  the  eastern  States,  and  as  the  symptoms  are  described  with 
the  graphic  pen  of  one  who  had  himself  felt  all  he  has  recorded,  the 
description  may  not  be  devoid  of  interest. 

The  attack  of  sickness  occurred  a  week  after  returning  from  an  excur- 
sion on  the  Illinois  river,  in  the  month  of  August.  It  may  be  premised 
that  this  river  is  sluggish  in  its  motion,  and  so  shallow,  at  certain  seasons 
of  the  year,  that  reeds  and  tall  grass,  growing  in  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
rise  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  of  course  must  receive  and  de- 
tain vegetable  and  other  substances  in  a  state  of  decom[)osition,  de- 
posits of  a  soil  not  exceeded  by  any  in  the  world  for  the  rank  luxuriance 
of  its  vegetation.  Besides  which,  the  banks  on  either  side  of  the  river, 
in  many  parts  of  its  course,  are  subject  to  annual  inundations,  the  bane- 
ful effects  of  which  are  well  known  in  intermittent  and  reniittent  fevers. 
The  subject  of  this  account  had  suffered  much  from  heat,  bad  food,  and 
exposwe,  and  had  breathed  the  air  of  the  Illinois,  charged  at  that  suU 
try  season  with  miasma.  "  I  had  had  a  fever  before,  and  had  risen  and 
been  dressed  every  day.  But  in  this,  with  the  first  day,  I  was  prostrated 
with  infantine  weakness,  and  felt  with  its  first  attack  that  it  was  some- 
thing very  different  from  what  I  had  yet  experienced.  Paroxysms  of 
derangement  occurred  the  third  day,  that  is,  partial  derangement  mixed 
with  a  consciousness  generally  sound  and  a  sensibility  preternaturally 
excited.  At  the  same  time  that  I  was  unable  to  recognize  the  counte- 
nances of  familiar  friends,  my  memory  was  more  than  ordinarily  exact 
and  retentive,  so  that  I  repeated  entire  passages,  in  the  different  lan- 
guages which  I  knew,  with  accuracy,  many  of  which  I  could  not  so  re- 
peat upon  my  recovery  to  health.  My  mind  was  sometimes  occupied 
with  imaginations  the  most  delightful,  and  at  other  times  the  most  terri- 
ble. About  the  time  my  strength  sank,  and  as  the  painful  process  of 
blistering  and  the  administration  of  emetics  and  other  active  remedies 
were  laid  aside  as  of  no  further  use,  a  mental  hallucination  occurred, 
from  which  every  person  who  came  into  my  room  seemed  to  have  an 
insufferable  glare  of  light  about  his  head,  like  a  dazzling  glory,  and 
every  one  about  me  seemed  to  walk  in  the  air,  and  in  eccentric  ellipses. 
Then  there  were  continual  flashes  from  n  y  own  eyes,  like  those  arising 
from  the  concussion  of  a  violent  blow  on  the  head.  Such  was  my  ex- 
treme weakness  that,  for  the  greater  part  of  two  days,  I  was  unable  to 
close  my  eyes  ;  and  yet  during  this  period,  when  I  was  supposed  to  be 
entirely  insensible,  I  possessed  consciousness  in  such  a  degree  as  to  hear 
and  to  know  all  that  was  passing  about  me.  Fifty-five  days  had  elapsed 
from  the  commencement  of  the  attack  before  convalescence  took  place." 


DEATH   OF   BROUSSAIS. 


[From  the  London  Medical  Gazette  we  obtain  the  following  particulars 
respecting  the  life  and  death  of  this  celebrated  physician.] 

Professor  Broussais  died  at  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  18th 
November,  at  his  country  seat,  of  Vitry,  a  few  miles  from  Paris. 


400  Death  of  Broussais. 

His  immediate  decease  was  rather  sudden,  but  he  had  long  labored 
under  cancer  of  the  rectum. 

Brou  sais  was  born  at  St.  Malo,  in  December,  1772,  and  was,  there- 
fore, sixty-siK  years  of  age  when  he  died.  In  1792  he  entered  the 
army  as  a  private  soldier,  but  soon  afterwards  became  an  officier  de  sante. 
He  subsequently  served  in  a  trading  vessel  during  a  period  of  six  years, 
after  which  he  went  to  Paris,  and  graduated  as  doctor  in  medicine. 
His  thesis  was  on  hectic  fever,  and  was  dedicated  to  Pinel. 

Subsequently  to  this,  he  followed  the  campaigns  in  Holland,  Germany 
and  Spain  ;  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  amid  the  fatigues  of  military  ser- 
vice that  he  conceived  the  plan  of  the  work  to  which  he  owes  his  ce- 
lebrity— the  History  of  Chronic  Phlegmasiae.  Of  this  the  fifth  edition 
was  published  in  Paris  during  tlie  current  year. 

Broussais  was  Physician-in-Chief  to  the  Val-de-Grace  ;  Professor  of 
General  Pathology  in  the  Ecole  de  Medecine  ;  and  a  Commander  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor.  His  appointments  brought  him  10,000  francs 
per  annum. 

He  was  attended  in  his  last  illness  by  M.  Amussat,  and  when  arrested 
by  death,  was  actively  engaged  in  a  reply  to  the  Memoir  of  M.  JonfFroy 
against  Phrenology,  and  in  prei)aring  a  new  edition  of  his  work  on  irrita- 
tion and  insanity.  There  was  a  rumor,  arising  probably  from  the  abrupt- 
ness of  his  death,  that  he  had  been  poisoned  ;  but  there  seems  to  have 
been  no  ground  for  such  a  suspicion,  and  it  appears  to  have  speedily 
subsided. 

M.  Broussais  was  buried  on  the  21st  of  November,  on  which  occasion 
all  the  usual  display  and  parade  which  mark  such  scenes  in  Paris,  were 
exhibited.  A  crowd  of  practitioners  and  pupils  were  assembled  in  the 
Rue  d'Enfer ;  military  medical  ofHcers,  and  the  members  of  the  Ecole, 
in  their  official  dresses  ;  deputations  from  the  Academies  of  Sciences 
and  of  Medicine,  were  in  attendance,  to  say  nothing  of  a  detachment 
of  troops.  This  imposing  corthge  jjrnceeded  to  the  Val-de-Grace,  MM. 
Larrey,  Orfila,  Boissy  d'Anglas  and  Droz,  being  the  pall  bearers.  Di- 
vine service  having  been  performed  in  the  chapel,  the  procession  pro- 
ceeded, the  students  having  taken  out  the  horses,  and  dragging  the  hearse 
all  the  way  to  Pere-la-Chaise. 

Discourses  were  pronounced  over  the  grave  by  ]MM.  Droz  and  Arago, 
in  the  name  of  the  Institute;  M.  Larrey  {fils)  on  the  part  of  the  mili- 
tary medical  officers  ;  and  ]\L  Bouillaud  on  that  of  the  Ecole  de 
Medecine. 

The  officers  of  the  Val-de-Grace  propose  to  go  into  mourning  for  a 
month,  as  a  testimony  of  their  airectionate  respect  for  the  deceased. 

A  subscription  has  been  opened  in  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  monument  to  the  deceased. 


CoLLEOE  OF  Surgeons. — Mr.  Samuel  Gaskel,  of  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, Manchester,  has  received  the  Jacksonian  prize  of  IS'H — for  a 
"  Dissertation  on  the  Nature  and  Processes  of  Suppuration  and  Ul- 
ceration." 
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NEW  VACCINE   VIRUS. 

The  new  lymph  received  in  Boston  from  the  city  of  Bristol,  England, 
has  been  successfully  propagated,  and  entire  confidence  is  reposed  in  its 
character.  This  arises  in  a  degree  from  the  circumstance  that  it  came 
recently  from  the  cow.  The  vaccine  matter  which  we  were  generally 
using  in  Boston  at  the  time  Dr.  Putnam  received  the  package  from  Mr. 
Estlin,  came  from  the  cow  two  or  three  years  ago,  in  Rhode  Island.  On 
comparing  the  arms  of  two  children  vaccinated  with  the  new  and  the  old, 
we  were  unable  to  perceive  the  slightest  difference  in  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  the  pustules.  The  matter  was  introduced  into  each  at  the 
same  time.  Again — two  quills,  one  charged  with  the  British  virus  and 
the  other  with  that  in  use  here,  were  inserted  into  the  arm  of  a  young 
child,  week  before  last,  and  .so  far  as  we  can  discover,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  difference  in  the  appearance  of  the  vesicles.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  prophylactic  properties  of  the  matter  which  we  have  generally 
been  using  in  New  England,  is  equal  (to  all  intents  and  purposes)  to  that 
which  has  been  imported.  Lastly,  to  place  it  beyond  all  manner  of  doubt^ 
that  those  who  have  been  vaccinating  with  it  may  feel  perfect  confidence 
in  the  operation — vast  numbers  have  been  vaccinated  with  the  old  from 
time  to  time,  who  have  afterwards  been  brought  in  frequent  contact  with 
smallpox,  but  without  having  suffered  in  the  slightest  degree  whatever. 
There  are,  probably,  several  thousand  children  in  the  public  schools  of 
Boston,  who  were  vaccinated  at  the  Health  Office,  with  this  same  lymph, 
many  of  whom  have  been  repeatedly  exposed  to  smallpox,  with  impunity. 
In  conclusion,  we  are  persuaded  that  full  reliance  may  be  placed  in 
either — one  being  as  good  as  the  other,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
one  is  more  recently  from  the  fountain  head.  Under  all  circumstances, 
it  is  believed  by  many  very  experienced  physicians,  that  it  reproduces  its 
kind,  and  that  indefinitely.  How  far  climate  may  modify  its  original  pro- 
perties in  other  countries,  we  know  not,  but  since  the  introduction  of 
kine  pock  matter  into  the  New  England  States,  upwards  of  thirty  years 
ago,  the  original  stock,  it  is  thought  by  some,  has  never  deteriorated  ; 
the  people,  with  a  few  solitary  exceptions,  being  free  from  the  attacks 
of  varioloid.  Whenever  a  case  of  smallpox  occurs,  although  in  some 
instances  fifty  or  a  hundred  persons  may  have  been  directly  exposed,  it 
rarely  happens  that  it  is  thought  necessary  to  re-vaccinate  ;  such  is  the 
confidence  of  individuals  thus  situated,  in  an  operation  which,  perhaps, 
may  have  been  performed  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  years  before. 


Fibrous  Structure  of  the  Retina. — The  preparations  of  the  eye,  by  Dr. 
Wallace,  of  New  York,  were  sent  to  Sir  David  Brewster,  and  by  him 
presented  to  the  British  Association  at  its  last  meeting.  That  they  were 
examined  with  considerable  interest  may  be  inferred  from  the  circum- 
stance that  Sir  John  Herschel  has  written  to  Dr.  Wallace — and  thus  ex- 
pressed himself.     "  Your  preparations  of  the  retina  are  certainly  very 
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curious,  and  appear  to  place  vl  fibrous  structure  beyond  a  doubt."  This 
is  flattering  testimony.  IJut  it  should  be  recollected  that  this  learned 
astronomer  is  not  an  anatomist,  and,  further,  those  who  are,  have  not  yet 
seen  these  fibres  sufficiently  distinct  to  demonstrate  them.  We  feel  no 
disposition  to  undervalue  the  researches  of  Dr.  Wallace  ;  yet  from  all 
that  can  be  gathered,  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  that  an  active  imagina- 
tion has  had  something  to  do  with  the  dissection.  Very  many  in  this 
neighborhood  would  like  to  examine  the  pamphlet  written  by  Dr.  Wal- 
lace— a  copy  of  which  cannot  be  mustered  in  one  of  the  book-stores  in 
Boston. 


Dr.  Fletcher^s  Truss. — Having  announced,  some  weeks  since,  a  nevr 
invention,  by  Dr.  M.  R.  Fletcher,  of  a  compound  sliding  truss,  an  in- 
genious instrument,  there  is  just  room  in  the  Journal  to-day  to  present  a 
drawing  of  it.  By  a  careful  examination  a  tolerable  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  construction.     The  profile  view  is  very  exact. 


E— ^ 


A  refers  to  a  rotary  wheel  on  the  under  side.  B,  a  small  screw,  the 
head  of  which  is  for  the  perineum  strap,  and  fixes  the  wheel  immoveably, 
as  desired,  at  any  guage.  C,  a  short  steel  spring,  connecting  the  block- 
pad  to  the  revolving  wheel.  D,  block-pad.  E,  a  brass  nut,  fulfilling 
three  objects,  viz.,  it  fixes  the  machinery  to  the  spring,  holds  the  leather 
covering  to  the  spring,  and,  lastly,  is  a  knob  to  fasten  the  end  of  the  strap, 
as  it  goes  round  the  body.  F,  a  screw  regulating  the  degree  of  pressure 
upon  the  pad,  over  the  hernial  orifice. 


Exlra-Uterine  Prcgnancxj. — In  the  January  number  of  the  Southern 
Medical  Journal,  there  is  the  report  of  a  case  by  Wm.  F.  Baldwin, 
M.D  ,  of  Union  Springs,  Macon  Co.,  Alabama,  worth  transcribing.  A 
negro  woman,  of  aljout  'Jo  years  of  age,  after  death  presented  the  fol- 
lowing appearances.  On  opening  the  abdomen  the  placenta  was  found 
adhering  to  the  parieles  for  about  two  inches  round  the  umbilicus.  On 
laying  open  the  abdominal  cavity  there  was  a  full-grown  child  lying  pa- 
rallel with  it — the  head  occupying  the  epigastric  region,  and  in  contact 
with  the  mother's  stomach  ;  the  right  of  the  infant  was  towards  the  um- 
bilicus, and  the  left  to  the  intestines.  Dr.  Baldwin  says  it  was  as  large 
a  child  as  he  had  ever  seen  at  birth,  and  perfectly  formed,  except  the 
head,  which  was  enormously  distended  with  gas — the  cranial  bones  hav- 
ing been  broken  into  small  pieces,  apparently  bv  the  tremendous  power 
of  the  abdominal  muscles  at  the  time  when  parturition  should  have  oc- 
curred. The  uturus,  the  size  of  a  goose-egg,  contained  a  small  quantity 
of  glairy  fluid. 
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Ligamenium  Dentis. — Dr.  Antony,  editor  of  the  Southern  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  has  made  the  only  common-sense  observations  we  have 
seen,  on  the  boasted  discovery  of  a  ligament,  which  on  being  cut,  allows 
teeth  to  drop  out  of  their  sockets.  Jt  is  surprising  that  practical  anato- 
mists, of  all  others,  could  have  been  so  gulled  as  to  admit  the  possibility 
of  the  thing.  For  the  credit  of  the  profession,  we  hope  the  journals  will 
have  no  more  to  say  about  it,  unless  they  are  willing  to  become  abso- 
lutely a  laughing  stock  in  Europe. 


Censors'  Meeting. — On  Wednesday,  January  30th,  a  meeting  of  the 
Censors  of  the  First  Medical  District  of  Massachusetts  will  be  held  at  the 
Boston  Athenaeum,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  Gentlemen  desirous  of  becoming 
licentiates,  a  necessary  qualification  to  a  legal  practitioner  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  this  Commonwealth,  should  make  application  to  the 
Secretary. 

Phrenological  Journal. — A  fourth  number  of  the  Phrenological  Journal, 
just  issued  from  the  press  at  Philadelphia,  contains  some  interesting  pa- 
pers. That  entitled  "  Phrenological  Develofinents  and  Character  of  Tar- 
die,  the  Pirate.,''''  is  full  of  exciting  interest  ;  it  makes  one's  blood  run  cold 
to  read  the  narrative  of  that  fiend's  atrocities.  Whoever  prepared  the 
article,  possesses  a  tact  for  the  horrible.  Next — "  Association  of  Jdcas,^' 
by  R.  P.,  does  not  amount  to  much  ;  there  is  in  it  an  evident  manifesta- 
tion of  a  desire  to  fill  up  the  pages  at  all  hazard.  Still,  we  really  like 
the  Journal  exceedingly,  and  warmly  recommend  it  to  the  favor  of  the 
medical  faculty. 


JVeto  York  State  Lunatic  Asylum. — The  commissioners  appointed  in  1837 
to  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  in  JN  ew  York,  have 
made  their  report.  From  it  we  learn,  that  the  plan  submitted  by  them  to 
the  Governor — which  plan  was  founded  on  observations  made  by  the 
commissioners  while  visiting  the  institutions  of  a  similar  character  al- 
ready established  in  most  of  the  northern  and  middle  States — was  ap- 
proved, and  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  procure  land  and  com- 
mence the  erection  of  buildings.  The  sum  of  5|?66,300  has  already  been 
appropriated,  all  of  which  will  be  expended  by  the  middle  of  February, 
The  whole  cost  is  estimated  at  431,636,  and  the  establishment  is  intended 
to  accommodate,  including  officers  and  attendants,  about  1000  persons. 


Amputation  of  the  JYeck  of  the  Uterus. — M.  Retzius,  of  Stockholm, 
performed  this  operation  during  the  year  1832,  three  times,  but  on  each 
occasion  the  carcinomatous  affection  returned,  and  extended  to  the  rest 
of  the  uterus.  His  experience  is  opposed  to  that  of  M.  Lisfranc,  and 
from  the  numerous  examinations  of  the  dead  body  which  he  ha.s  made, 
he  is  convinced  that  carcinoma  is  rarely  confined  to  the  neck  of  the 
uterus. — London  Lancet. 


Errata. — On  page  365,  line  29,  for  north  read  south,  and  for  west  read  east. 
Page  366,  line  20,  for  1828  read  1838.  The  sickness  of  the  publisher  must  be  our 
excuse  for  these  errors,  as  well  as  for  any  others  which  may  have  been  detected 
in  the  two  last  numbers  of  the  Journal. 
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Died, — At  Iowa,  November  10th,  Dr.  Henry  W.  Eaton,  late  of  Francistown, 
N.  H.,  25. — In  Mercer  Co.,  Illinois,  September  10,  Dr.  Alfred  Perry,  late  of  Stock- 
bridge,  Mass,  58. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  19,  29.     Males,  14 — females,  ]."). 

Of  consumption,  3— scarlet  fever,  G— croup,  2— lung  fever,  2 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  2 — 
ascites.  1 — infantile,  2 — inflammation  of  the  stomach,  1 — convulsions,  2 — wounds,  1 — hooping  cough, 
1 — burn,  1 — fracture  of  the  leg,  1 — typhous  fever,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — scrofula,  1. 


SCHOOL  FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  .Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.    The  advantages  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        .        -        -        Dr.  Bigelow. 
On  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by         ........    Dr.  Reynolds. 

On  Midwifery  and  Chemistry,  by-------        Dr.  Storer. 

On  Physiology  and  Pathology,  by --    Dr.  Holmes. 

Dissections  will  be  carried  on  throughout  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  Surgery  will  be  given  in  the  interval  between  the  .Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB  BICELOU', 

EUWARU  REYNOLDS, 
Boston,  August  17,  1838.  D.  HUMPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOL.MES. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL    ALMANAC. 

American  Medical  Abnanac,  fur  1839 — designed  for  the  daily  use  of  Physicians,  Surgeons,  Students, 
and  ."Vpolhecaries  ;  being,  also,  a  genera!  .Medical  Directory  of  the  United  States.  By  J.  V.  C.  Smith, 
M.D,,  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Published  by  Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon,  133 
Washington  street,  Boston.  J  16. 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

The  .Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  I8th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1839. 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Joseph  Robt,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Theory   and  .Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  James  McKeb;«,M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  Medica,  by  Parker  Cleaveland,  M.D. 

The  .'Vnntoinical  Cabinet  and  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  Institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence.of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  fees  for  the  lectures  is  ^oU,  payable  in  advance.  The  lectures  continue  three 
months. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September.  P.  CLEAVEL.\ND,  Secretary. 

Braiutcick,  Me.,  October,  1838.  D.  5 — eop6t 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 
Phtsiciaks  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccisk 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editoi  of  the  Boston  .Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  AoWax ,  ■post-paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  post  office.  Oct.2 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  are  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  reaular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Cen- 
eral  Hospital.  They  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  wliereopportunlties  will  be  aflbrded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  .\natoniy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  the  last  year.nf  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  nflVirded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  nbslelric  practice.  Instruction  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  different  brnnches  of  medical  .xiudies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
to  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructers.  (;E0RGE  C.  SH.\TTUCK, 

W  A  LI'  E  R  C  H  A  N  .N I N  G , 
JOH.\  WARE, 
Oct  31— eptf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Ja. 

WI.NSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr. 

THE  BOSTO.V  MEDICAL  ANO  SI^RGICAL  .IOITRN'al  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
I).  (;L.\PP,  JR.  at  HI  Washington  Street,  corner  of  Fianklln  Street,  to  whom  all  rommiinicntions 
mu-it  he  addressed, povr-prtii/.  It  is  also  published  In  .Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  containing  the  weekly 
numbers  of  the  preceding  month,  stitched  in  a  cover.  J.  V.  C.  S.MITH,  M.D.  Editor.— Prior  S-', On  a 
year  in  advance,  ft3..'>()  alter  three  months,  and  .S-LOO  ifnot  paid  within  the  year. — Agentsallowed 
every  seventh  copy  <rra(i.«.— Orders  from  a  distance  must  he  accompanied  by  payment  In  advance,  or 
tatisfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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DR.    MARSHALL    HALL   ON   PUERPERAL   DISEASES. 

(Continued  from  page  391.) 

In  my  last  two  lectures  I  have  laid  before  you  what  1  believe  to  be  most 
valuable  practical  remarks,  on  the  most  frequent  puerperal  diseases 
which  occur  in  private  practice.  I  have  to  notice,  very  briefly,  in  this, 
one  or  two  terrific  forms  of  these  diseases  which,  fortunately,  occur 
more  rarely,  which,  however,  sometimes  occur  epidemically,  and  thus 
lead  to  one  of  the  most  heart-rending  events  which  a  medical  practi- 
tioner can  ever  witness,  and  which  are  especially  seen  in  lying-in  hos- 
pitals.    They  are  the  following. 

Softening  of  the  Uterus. — I.  The  History  and  Symptoms. — 
When,  after  rigors,  and  fever,  and  with  pain  in  the  hypogastrium,  and  sup- 
pression of  the  lochia,  there  are  symptoms  like  those  of  the  sinking  state, 
softening  and  destruction  of  the  substance  of  the  uterus  may  be  suspected  ; 
the  countenance  becomes  pallid,  cold  and  collapsed  ;  the  pulse  extremely 
frequent  and  small ;  there  is  a  hurried  state  of  the  respiration,  anxiety 
and  prostration,  and  other  typhoid  symptoms. 

11.  The  Morbid  Anatomy  consists  in  a  softened,  broken  texture  of 
the  substance  of  the  uterus,  with  a  foetid  sanious  exudation  from  inci- 
sions made  into  it. 

Inflammation  of  the  Lymphatics. —  The  General  Symptoms  in 
this  formidable  disease  are  typhoid,  and  very  similar  to  those  just  de- 
tailed. There  is  usually  peritonitis,  and  sometimes  pleuritis  ;  but  there 
are  not  the  secondary  abscesses,  &z;c.,  observed  in  phlebitis. 

Phlebitis. — The  important  distinction  in  regard  to  uterine  as  in 
other  forms  of  phlebitis,  is  between — 1.  The  Adhesive  ;  and  2.  The 
Suppurative.  In  the  former,  the  effects  are  localised.  Uterine  phle- 
bitis of  the  adhesive  character  is  attended  by  local  pain  and  tenderness. 
The  occurrence  of  crural  phlebitis  seems  to  constitute  the  disease  for- 
merly termed  the 

Phlegmasia  Dolens. — This  disease  is  distinguished  by  pain  in  the 
situation  of  the  iliac  and  inguinal  veins,  with  tension  and  swelling,  after- 
wards pursuing  their  course  down  the  thigh.  The  femoral  vein  is  some- 
times felt  like  a  cord,  and  the  swelling  is  white,  tense,  elastic,  painful 
and  tender.  Its  treatment  consists  in  local  bloodletting  in  the  course  of 
the  inflamed  vein — a  strict  attention  to  the  diet,  bowels,  &tc. 

The  latter  is  a  far  more  formidable  and  fatal  disease.  It  is  denoted 
by  the  occurrence  of  terrific  typhoid  symptoms,  and  by  extornal  suppura- 
26 
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live  inflainiiiation  of  the  integuments,  or  of  the  eye ;  whilst  abscesses 
form  internally  in  the  brain,  the  lobules  of  the  lungs  and  liver,  in  the 
spleen,  in  the  joints,  in  the  muscular  substance,  &z,c.  It  is  usually  un- 
attended by  peritonitis. 

Besides  these,  puerperal  peritonitis  is  sometimes  epidemic,  and  thus 
it  is  far  more  virulent  in  character  and  n)ore  fatal.  The  general  princi- 
ples of  treatment  are  the  same  ;  they  must  be  adopted  more  energeti- 
cally, however,  whilst  the  indolent  or  peculiar  character  of  the  epidemic, 
in  reference  to  the  effects  of  remedies  and  the  organic  changes,  are  care- 
fully studied. 


I  shall  occupy  the  rest  of  this  lecture  by  requesting  your  particular 
attention  to  a  few  points  not  usually,  I  think,  treated  of  in  lectures  or 
works  on  practice,  although  you  will  find  them  very  important. 

First,  let  me  earnestly  beg  you  to  study,  carefully,  the  circumstances 
of  [he  puerperal  state  in  health;  you  will  thus  have  a  point  of  com- 
parison to  determine  what  is,  and  what  is  not,  malady,  in  the  milder  or 
more  insidious  forms  of  puerperal  disease. 

Remember  what  has  taken  place:  pregnancy,  with  the  bodily  and 
mental  sufferings  and  anxieties  natural  to  it  in  its  early  and  later  periods, 
has  been  followed  by  parturition  ;  that  is,  pain,  fatigue,  loss  of  blood, 
removal  of  the  pressure  induced  by  the  gravid  uterus  ;  sometimes  much 
mental  anxiety,  son)etimes  long-continued  loss  of  rest,  injury  of  struc- 
ture, he.  &ic.  A  state  of  complicated  exhaustion  and  shock  exists  in 
every  case  :  in  most  cases  this  subsides  into  that  of  health  ;  but  in  too 
many,  alas,  it  goes  on  to  malady.  What  are  the  early  sis^ns  of  safety 
or  of  danger?     How  important,  how  anxious  a  question,  is  this  ! 

There  is  almost  always  a  certain  degree  of  febrile  movement ;  perhaps 
a  little  chill,  perspiration,  frequency  of  pulse,  deliriun),  tenderness  in 
the  uterine  region,  &:c.  But  let  me  warn  you,  earnestly,  always  to 
watch,  with  the  utmost  d^nweiy ,  continued  frequency  of  pulse.  Some 
disease  is  forming,  is  formed,  generally,  if  the  pulse  remains  at  one  hun- 
dred. Chills  or  rigor,  dry  heat  of  skin,  delirium,  tenderness  in  the  hy- 
pogastric region — these,  too,  are  symptoms  to  be  watched,  to  be  care- 
fully watched. 

An  early  diagnosis  is  everything.  In  cases  of  doubt,  however,  take 
care  that  there  is  no  source  of  gastric,  of  intestinal,  or  of  fnental  irrita- 
tion ;  no  exertion,  no  fatigue  ;  wait  and  watch  most  earnestly.  If  there 
be  the  fear  of  hidden  inHamtnation,  I  know  not  what  you  can  do,  but 
most  cautiously  to  adopt  the  plan  of  bloodletting,  which  I  have  recom- 
mended to  you  so  frequently,  so  urgently  : — 1.  It  will  be  safe,  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  taken  being  neither  greater  nor  less  than  the  patient  will 
bear  and  the  disease  require;  and, '2.  It  will  cast  a  vivid  ray  of  light 
upon  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  disease — upon  the  diagnosis.  Lastly  ; 
it  will  assist  you,  and  it  will  succor  the  patient,  in  cases  of  great  diffi- 
cidty  and  danger,  I  have  heard  of  some  recent  criticisms  upon  this  sub- 
ject;  but  I  have  never  heard  one  single  intellectual  observation  in  oppo- 
sition to  my  proposal.     I  will  venture  to  say  that  you  will,  in  your  fu- 
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ture  practice,  frequently  remember  what  1  am  now  stating  with  ineffable 
satisfaction. 

In  the  second  place,  I  wish  to  warn  you  that  bloodletting,  instituted 
on  the  former  principles,  has  proved  suddenly,  unexpectedly  fatal. 
What  a  commentary  on  the  criticisms  to  which  1  have  adverted  ! 

In  order  that  no  caution  may  be  wanting  to  guide  the  young  physician 
in  the  treatment  of  puerperal  diseases,  and  in  order  that  tiie  full  value  of 
the  mode  of  proceeding  which  has  been  recomn)ended,  and  that  the 
precautions  which  are  necessary  in  carrying  it  into  effect,  may  be  felt,  I 
think  it  right  to  adduce,  in  this  place,  several  cases  of  the  fatal  effects  of 
inconsiderate  bloodletting,  in  puerperal  diseases. 

Cases  of  Fatal  Bloodletting. — These  cases  illustrate  several 
points  of  great  practical  importance  ;  and  first,  the  danger  of  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  bloodletting,  in  cases  which  have  been  relieved  by  previous 
remedies,  as  a  preventive  merely  ;  in  such  cases,  all  inflammation,  if  it 
existed,  having  subsided,  a  chief  source  of  safety  in  the  use  of  the  lan- 
cet, as  well  as  of  the  necessity  for  it,  is  removed,  and  the  patient  will  be 
very  apt  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  further  loss  of  blood.  This  is  exemplified 
in  the  first  and  second  cases  about  to  be  adduced.  In  the  second  place, 
I  consider  the  particular  danger  of  an  unguarded  use  of  the  lancet,  in 
cases  not  inflammatory,  to  be  exemplified  in  the  third  case,  which  was 
clearly  one  of  intestinal  irritation,  and  not  of  inflammation.  The  last 
case  is  a  sad  instance  of  an  inconsiderate  bloodletting,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  few  such  examples  have  occurred,  although,  I  confess,  that 
in  the  prevailing  mania  for  bloodletting,  even  such  cases  should  not  greatly 
surprise  us. 

The  first  of  these  cases  presents  the  phenomena  of  a  rather  gradual 
sinking,  from  a  fatal  bloodletting. 

Mrs. ,  aged  30,  had  been   affected  with   what   appeared  to  be  a 

slight  attack  of  influenza  ;  she  was  seized  with  rigor,  and  soon  afterwards 
the  pains  of  labor  came  on,  and  issued  in  delivery  in  about  fifteen  hours, 
at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  which  was  followed  by  much  fever,  the  counte- 
nance being  flushed,  the  pulse  frequent,  and  the  breathing  difficult  with 
incessant  cough  ;  these  symptoms  increased  towards  evening  and  in  the 
night,  and  about  forty  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm  at  two 
bloodlettings,  and  the  next  morning  twelve  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
chest  with  great  relief.      In  the  evening  a  blister  was  applied. 

The  night  was  passed  more  comfortably ;  she  dozed  a  little  and  was 
cheerful,  and  continued  relieved  in  the  morning.  As  a  preventive 
against  a  relapse,  however,  three  teacupfuls  of  blood  were  taken.  The 
patient  became  faint  durinii  the  flow  of  the  blood — sank  from  that  time, 
and  never  again  rallied  ;  she  became  extremely  feeble  and  could  scarcely 
articulate,  and  from  being  cheerful  the  day  before,  was  now  impressed 
with  the  conviction  of  ap|)roaching  dissolution,  and  expressed  herself  as 
unable  to  recover  from  the  last  bleeding.  During  this  day,  Saturday, 
and  during  the  two  succeeding  days,  there  was  a  state  of  extreme  ex- 
haustion— and  still  a  sense  of  load  at  the  chest,  and  pain  of  the  side. 

On  Tuesday  the  countenance  was  observed  sometimes  to  flush  to  a 
deep  scarlet,  and  then  to  become  quite  pallid,  an^  a  profuse  perspiration 
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frequently  ran  down  tlie  face  ;  the  pulse  was  extremely  frequent,  and 
tlie  pain  severe  on  coughing;  there  was  no  delirium,  though  she  awoke 
liurried  from  sleeps  which  she  descrihed  as  "just  like  death." 

During  the  four  following  days  there  was  little  obvious  change  ;  dis- 
tressing faintings  usually  came  on  about  two  or  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
On  the  Sunday  she  became  drowsy,  and  evidently  more  sinking  ;  this 
state  continued  to  increase,  and  she  died  in  the  evening  of  the  suc- 
ceeding day. 

The  following  case  presents  an  example  of  the  fatal  event  superven- 
ing immediately  on  the  use  of  the  lancet. 

Mrs. was  of  a  pale  and  sallow  complexion  and  weakly  consti- 
tution. Six  days  before  her  confinement  of  her  first  child,  she  was 
awoke  in  the  night  by  severe  pain  of  the  head  confined  to  one  spot. 
This  pain  continued  several  hours,  when  Mrs. applied  to  her  ac- 
coucheur; she  was  completely  relieved  by  losing  sixteen  ounces  of 
blood  followed  by  purgative  medicine,  and  she  continued  well. 

Mrs. 's  labor  occurred  on  September    1st,  1817,  and   was  rather 

tedious,  but  natural,  and  she  had  no  complaint  until  the  second  day, 
when  she  experienced  a  second  attack  of  pain  in  the  head,  but  less  vio- 
lent than  the  previous  one.  She  was  seen  six  hours  after  this  attack  ; 
she  then  complained  of  pain  and  beating  of  the  head,  about  the  ante- 
rior part  of  the  right  parietal  bone  ;  the  skin  was  hot,  and  the  pulse  fre- 
quent and  strong.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm, 
leeches  ordered  to  be  applied  to  tlie  temples,  and  an  enema  and  purga- 
tive medicine  were  prescribed. 

In  three  hours'  time  Mrs.  was  again  visited,  and  it  was  deemed 

necessary  to  abstract  more  blood.  Six  or  eight  ounces  were  therefore 
taken  ;  faintisliness  was  induced,  and  the  symptoms  were  little  abated. 

On  the  succeeding  morning,  September  the  4th,  the  symptoms  still 
remained  the  same  ;  tlie  surface  was  hot  ;  the  bowels  had  been  purged, 
and  the  evacuations  were  natural.  The  saline  mixture  was  ordered. 
At  noon,  the  symptoms  remaining  as  before,  the  purgative  medicine  was 
repeated,  and  a  blister  was  applied.  In  the  evening,  the  evacuation  of 
the  bowels  was  satisfactory  ;  the  pain  of  the  head  was  not  severe,  but 
there  were  much  beating  and  a  rushing  noise  ;  there  was  restlessness  ; 
and  a  teasing,  irritative  cough.  A  draught  with  thirty  drops  of  the 
linctura  opii  was  administered. 

The  next  morning,  September  the   5tli,  Mrs.  expressed  herself 

as  being  much  better  from  having  enjoyed  comfortable  sleep.  The  sur- 
face was  still  hot,  and  the  head  still  affected  as  before.  In  the  evening, 
there  was  a  degree  of  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  uterus ;  she 
dreaded  the  idea  of  being  bled,  from  the  faintisliness  she  had  before  ex- 
perienced from  it,  and  said  it  would  certainly  kill  her. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6ili,  the  pain  in  the  region  of  the  uterus  was 
relieved,  the   head    was  affected   as  before,  the  window  was  kept  open 

for  want  of  air.      In   the  evening   Mrs complained  of  being  faint 

and  low.      A  mixliirc  with  camphor  and  sulphuric  elher  was  prescribed. 

On  the  7tli,  the  irritative  cough  again  occurred;  the  pulse  was  fre- 
quent, from  120  to    130  ;  and  the  other  symptoms  remained  unabated. 
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A  physician  was  consulted.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  directed  to 
be  taken  from  the  arm  ;  a  grain  of  calomel  was  given  every  tliree  hours, 
and  the  effervescing  medicine  was  ordered. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  Mrs.  appeared  to  be  relieved   in 

every  respect ;  the  heat  of  surface  and  pain  of  the  head  were  diminished  ; 
the  blood  presented  the  buiFy  coat.  It  was  thought  proper  to  abstract 
more  blood,  as  the  last  bleeding  liad  apparently  conferred  benefit,  and 
had  been  borne  better  than  the  preceding  ones.  Four  teacupfuls  of 
blood  were  taken  ;  the  most  dreadful  fainting  followed,  with  gasping, 
open  mouth,  and  a  convulsive  action  of  the  diaphragm,  and  in  an  hour 
or  two  death  closed  the  scene. 

In  the  third  case  which  I  adduce  here,  the  fatal  event  was  equally 
sudden. 

Mrs. ,  aged  33,  weakly,  was  confined  of  her  sixth  child,  after  an 

easy  labor,  without  flooding,  at  midnight  on  the  20th  of  July,  1818. 
During  the  ensuing  day  all  was  well.  The  lochia  were  natural ;  there 
was  no  alvine  evacuation,  but  the  bowels  had  been  open  during  preg- 
nancy, and  twice  evacuated  during  labor. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  Mrs. took  half  an  ounce  of  oleum 

ricini  ;  and  at  four  in  the  afternoon  this  medicine  was  repeated,  the  first 
dose  liaving  produced  no  effect ;  this,  however,  induced  violent  purging, 
occasioned  great  fatigue,  and  caused  the  patient  to  complain  much.      At 

ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  Mrs.  was  seized   with  rigor,  which  was 

violent  and  continued  more  than  an  hour ;  this  was  followed  by 
great  heat  of  skin,  with  wakefulness,  restlessness,  anxiety,  sighing  and 
moaning. 

At  ten  on  the  succeeding  morning  there  were  great  heat  of  skin,  and 
pain  at  the  bottom  of  the  back.  Four  teacupfuls  of  blood  were  taken 
from  the  arm.  The  symptoms  still  continued,  and  at  seven  in  the  even- 
ing, three  teacupfuls  of  blood,  and  at  eleven  three  more,  were  taken 
from  the  arm,  and  twenty  leeches  were  applied  to  the  region  of  the  ute- 
rus for  the  increased  pain.  The  pain  still  continued  to  increase,  with 
restlessness,  sighing,  faintishness,  constant  necessity  for  the  smelling  bot- 
tle, and  apprehension  of  impending  dissolution. 

Afterwards,  the  symptoms  being  unabated,  a  physician  was  consulted. 
About  three  o'clock,  three  teacupfuls  of  blood  were  again  taken  from 
the  arm,  and  leeches  again  ordered  to  be  applied  ;  an  enema  was  given, 
which  evacuated  a  quantity  of  fajces  quite  unexpected.  In  a  short  time 
she  became  cold,  and  the  surface  clammy,  with  fainting,  gasping 
breathing,  &;c.,  and  all  was  done  to  restore  warmth.  After  an  interval 
of  three  hours  the  pain  was  still  great.  Some  opening  medicine  was 
prescribed.  But  the  state  of  sinking  continued  ;  t^ie  smelling  bottle,  the 
fan  and  fresh  air  were  urgently  called  for.  All  the  symptoms,  except 
the  pain,  were  aggravated,  there  were  gasping,  a  slight  convulsive  strug- 
gle, another,  and  the  patient  expired. 

In  this  case,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  pain  remained  unabated, 
even  after  the  last  fatal  bloodletting.  I  have  reason  to  regard  this  as 
denoting  not  an  inflammatory  origin  of  the  pain,  but  the  presence  of 
morbid  alvine  contents. 
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I  give  the  last  of  these  cases  without  comment.  For  I  should  be 
sorry  to  diminish  the  impression  which  it  is  calculated  to  make  upon 
the  mind  by  any  observations ;  and  1  am  persuaded  that  no  addition 
can  add  force  to  the  plain  and  simple  detail  of  its  fatal  issue. 

Mrs. ,  aged  35,  was  confined  on  the  5ih  of  December,  1818,  at 

midnight,  of  her  eighth  child.  She  was  delicate,  but  in  good  health, 
and  the  bowels  were  regular.  The  labor  was  favorable,  but  during 
the  first  six  and  thirty  hours,  lingering  ;  the  after-pains  and  lochia  were 
natural. 

Mrs. appeared   well   on   the  sixth,  and  had   had  a  good  night ; 

but  she  complained  somewhat  of  the  noise  in  the  house,  saying  that  it 
hurried  and  disturbed  her. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventh,  she  took  an  opening  draught.  This 
induced  two  unsatisfactory  evacuations,  with  great  and  continued  nausea 
without  vomiting  ;  for  this  nausea   she   was   ordered   a  cordial  draught. 

Soon   after   taking   the  draught,  Mrs.  was  seized   with  shivering. 

About  eight  hours  after  this,  she  was  found  complaining  of  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  uterus.  Three  teacupfuls  of  blood  were  taken  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  about  half  after  nine  four  more;  fo- 
mentations, Sic,  were  used  in  the  interval.     During  the  night  Mrs. 

was  extremely  restless,  tossing  about,  wakeful,  or  with  a  little  dozing, 
some  delirium,  and  hurry  and  starting  on  awaking;  there  were  dimness 
of  sight ;  cold  clammy  perspiration  and  great  coldness  of  her  feet ; 
sighing  breathing  and  moaning,  fainting,  and  the  necessity  for  being 
fanned.     There  were  ten  n)Otions  during  the  night. 

The   next   morning  Mrs. was  again,  as  it  were   by  infatuation, 

bled  to  three  teacupfuls.  This  measure  was  followed  by  paleness,  cold- 
ness, cold  clammy  perspiration,  gasping,  sighing  breathing,  and  restless- 
ness. A  physician  was  consulted.  The  pains  and  tenderness  had  sub- 
sided, but  the  patient  remained  in  a  state  of  great  lowness.     Mrs. 

was  again   visited  in   the  evening,  and  wine  whey,  &z.c.,  was  prescribed. 

In  the  night  Mrs. dozed,  and  awoke  alarmed  ;  all  at  once  the  eyes 

became  fixed,  with  gasping  and  sighing,  and  she  expired. 

I  would  merely  add,  that  such  disastrous  events  could  not  have  oc- 
curred had  the  safe  and  simple  and  efficacious  rules  which  have  been 
laid  down  for  the  use  of  the  lancet  been  implicitly  adopted. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 


SARCOMATOUS   TUMOR. 

[From  the  fourth  quarterly  report  of  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  in  Can- 
ton, China,  we  select  the  following  account  of  an  operation  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  sarcomatous  tumor.  Tiie  report  is  drawn  up  by  the  Rev. 
Peter  Parker,  M.D.  Other  cases  will  be  hereafter  copied  from  this 
interesting  document.] 

Leiing  Ashing,  aged  27,  an  artificial  flower  maker,  came  to  the  hos- 
pital August  5th,  having  an  enormous  tumor  upon  the  right  side  of  his 
face,  extending  from  near  a  line  with  the  zygomatic  process  superiorly, 
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to  two  inclies  below  the  sub-maxillary  infeiioily,  and  from  an  inch  be- 
liind  the  ear,  and  standing  about  four  or  five  inches  from  the  side  of  the 
face.  It  was  18i  inches  in  circumference.  It  had  been  growing  for 
more  than  len  years  ;  by  ihe  application  of  cautery  (ihe  moxa  is  com- 
monly used)  it  had  been  converted  into  a  loathsome  ulcer  at  its  apex. 
Though  deep-seated,  it  appeared  practicable  to  remove  it.  The  pa- 
tient's constitution  had  not  then  suffered  much,  and  there  seemed  no 
objection  to  delaying  the  operation  till  cool  weather  should  return.  At 
the  expiration  of  more  than  two  months,  the  man  came  back,  and  to 
my  great  surprise  the  healthy  countenance  had  given  place  to  the  sallow 
and  cadaverous  expression  of  one  fast  verging  to  the  grave.  The  tumor 
had  become  exceedingly  foetid,  and  so  decayed  internally  as  to  admit  a 
probe  three  or  four  inches  in  different  directions.  After  the  system 
had  been  braced  up  for  a  short  tinie  by  a  course  of  tonic  treatinent,  the 
patient  was  apprized  of  his  situation,  the  certainty  of  a  speedy  death  if 
left  alone,  the  possible  unfortunate  termination  if  extirpated,  and  the  en- 
couraging prospect  that  he  miiiht  live  for  years  if  he  submitted  to  the 
operation.  He  referred  it  to  our  discretion.  Himself  and  his  brother 
gave  a  writing,  certifying  that  they  requested  the  removal  of  the  tuuior, 
and  if  successful  should  rejoice  ;  but  if  otherwise,  it  was  teiin  che  ming, 
"  the  will  of  heaven,"  or  fate,  and  no  blame  woidd  be  incurred  by  the 
operator.  On  the  -Sd  of  November,  assisted  by  Drs.  R.  H.  Cox  and  J. 
Cuilen,  and  W.  Jardine,  Esq.,  the  tiuuor  was  extirpated  successfully,  in 
about  nine  minutes.  Some  portions  of  the  rnasseler  and  buccinator 
muscles  were  divided,  also  numetous  small  arteries,  but  two  of  which 
required  a  ligature.  It  weighed  twenty-five  ounces,  avoirdupois,  and 
was  fast  tending  to  mortification.  Some  days  previous  his  bowels  had 
been  regulated,  and  twenty  minutes  before  the  operation  twenly-fi>e 
drops  of  laudanum  were  given.  During  the  incisions  through  the  in- 
teguments and  the  dissectina,  out  of  the  tunior  he  did  not  move  a  mus- 
cle,  change  a  feature  of  his  countenance,  or  draw  one  long  breath,  so 
that  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  he  was  insensible  ;  but  if 
spoken  to  he  answered  deliberately  and  correctly.  Subsequently  he 
informed  me  that  be  was  sensible  of  all  that  was  done,  but  putting  his 
arms  across  each  other,  he  said,  "  1  determined  not  to  move."  In 
passing  the  sutures  near  the  ear,  he  started  involuntarily  a  few  times. 
On  raising  him  up  to  change  his  bloody  clothes,  he  beiian  to  laint  and 
was  threatened  with  spasms,  but  soon  recovered  as  he  was  laid  down, 
and  carb.  amm.  applied  to  his  nose,  and  wine  and  water  adn)inistered. 
After  being  put  to  bed  he  complained  of  thirst.  There  was  some  ooz- 
ing of  blood  from  the  wound.  At  3,  P.  M.,  pulse  was  120,  its  average 
for  some  days  before.  Treatment :  in  the  evening  the  patient  took  congee 
and  chamomile  tea.  Pil.  hyd.,  grs.  x.  and  pulv.  Dov.,  grs.  v.  At  9 
o'clock,  pulse  96.  Patient  complained  of  a  swelling  on  the  side  of  the 
neck  ;  and  1  found  that  some  blood  had  settled  beneath  the  platisma 
myoides,  and  on  pressure  that  there  was  emphysen)a.  Applied  a  spirit 
lotion  over  the  part. 

November  4lh,  A.  M.     Patient  very  comfortable.     R.  ol.  rici.,  one 
ounce.     Bowels  freely  moved   during  the  day,  and  very  little  thirst  or 
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pain.  Emphysema  of  the  preceding  night  nearly  disappeared — pulse 
ranged  from  90  to  96.  Dover's  powder  repeated  in  the  evening.  No- 
vember 5th,  dressed  the  wound.  Its  lips  had  united  in  several  places 
by  the  first  intention.  All  appeared  well,  bowels  free,  Dover's  powder 
in  the  evening.  November  6th,  pulse  90,  all  the  symptoms  improv- 
ing, and  the  same  treatment  continued.  November  7th,  on  dressing  the 
wound  found  considerable  foetor  like  that  of  the  tumor,  and  a  thin  un- 
healthy discharge.  The  coagulated  blood  thrown  off  was  very  black. 
Apparent  want  of  vitality  in  the  part,  cleansed  it  with  the  chloride  of 
lime,  applied  simple  dressings,  with  a  poultice,  gave  a  glass  of  port 
wine  forenoon  and  afternoon,  and  three  grains  of  sulph.  quinine  in  the 
evening.  November  8th,  A.  M.,  dressed  as  usual,  and  injected  a  so- 
lution of  nit.  arg.  and  laid  a  pledget  of  lint,  saturated  with  laudanum, 
over  the  whole  ;  P.  M.,  decided  improvement :  more  vitality  in  the 
parts,  free  discharge  of  pus  and  of  a  more  healthy  character,  less 
foetor ;  pulse  96,  port  wine  and  quinine  continued  and  a  generous  diet 
allowed.  The  above  treatment  was  continuefl  daily  ;  the  application  of 
the  laudanum  was  decidedly  beneficial.  On  the  tenth  day  from  the 
operation,  the  discharge  had  ceased  and  the  whole  was  healed.  There 
is  partial  paralysis  of  the  buccinator  muscle,  and  of  the  under  eyelid  ; 
and  the  lips  are  drawn  a  little  askew.  General  health  is  much  improved. 
He  seems  properly  to  appreciate  the  faror  he  has  received,  and  is  very 
ready  to  tell  to  others  what  has  been  done  for  him. 


EXANTHESIS     ROSALIA     V.   PARISTHMITICA     (OF   A   MILD     GRADE), 
TERMINATING   IN    ENTERITIS   TYPHODES  V.   NERVOSA. 

BY    T.    GLYSSON,    M.D.,    NEWPORT,   TERMONT. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  AM  well  aware  that  the  nature  of  the  treatment  adopted  in  the  follow- 
ing case  will  not  be  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  practitioners,  for  the 
reason  that  many  are  so  strongly  attached  to  particular  doctrines,  as  not 
to  pay  much  attention  to  remedies  by  such  considered  incompatible  with 
their  own  peculiar  notions  in  relation  to  the  supposed  nature  of  the  par- 
ticular affection.  Such  place  the  highest  confidence  in  the  general  in- 
structions laid  down  in  the  books,  and  pay  but  little  regard  to  the  varie- 
ties of  disease,  however  much  these  varieties  may  differ  in  their  nature 
or  type.  It  is  to  be  admitted,  however,  that  there  are  exceptions,  to  a 
certain  extent,  among  the  clas.s  referred  to,  but  they  are  few  indeed. 

The  following  case  will  sufficiently  illustrate  the  mode  of  treatment  I 
have  always  adopted  in  this  variety  of  disease. 

C.  B.,  aged  8  and  a  half  years,  was  attacked,  October  23,  with  the 
symptoms  of  rosalia,  though  of  a  very  mild  grade.  Among  the  symp- 
toms there  was  some  stiffness  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  ;  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  pharynx,  on  examination,  presented  a  bright-red  ap- 
pearance. The  eruption  appeared  on  the  25th,  about  the  shoulders, 
neck  and  face  ;  a  slight  swelling  of  the  tonsils  and  parotid  glands;  a  tight 
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hacking  cough  ;  deglutition  difficult  and  painful ;  pulse  frequent,  and  a 
brown  fur  on  the  tongue  ;  slight  chills,  attended  with  burning  heat  of  the 
skin.  Owing  to  four  others  of  the  family  being,  at  the  same  time,  tnore 
severely  sick  with  the  same  disease,  he  did  not  take  any  medicine  for 
the  first  3  or  4  days,  except  a  solution  of  ext.  glycyrrh.,  3ij.  ;  t.  anti- 
mony, grs.  iij. ;  ipecac,  grs.  x;  boiling  water,  giv.  Dose,  a  teaspoon- 
ful  once  in  5  hours,  and  infus.  rose  leaves  for  a  gargle.  This  seemed  to 
alleviate,  in  a  measure,  the  burning  heat  of  the  skin,  and  gave  relief,  so 
that  he  was  comfortable  in  other  respects. 

Oct.  27.  I  was  sent  for  in  haste,  but  did  not  arrive  until  late  in  the 
evening.  He  was  attacked  very  suddenly  with  severe  pain  in  the  um- 
bilical region,  which,  on  examination,  appeared  greatly  tumefied,  ex- 
tremely "  sore  and  painful,"  and  so  very  severe  that  the  weight  of  the 
bed  clothes  could  not  be  borne  without  those  symptoms  to  an  extent  al- 
most beyond  endurance.  Pulse  was  frequent,  weak  and  slightly  corded, 
numbering  123;  extreiTie  thirst;  tongue  covered  with  a  coat  of  deep- 
brown  fur.  The  eruption  had  disappeared  from  every  part  of  the  body 
except  the  inferior  extremities.  Soreness  of  the  throat  and  mouth  had 
nearly  abated  ;  cough  had  disappeared  ;  there  had  been  no  movement 
of  the  bowels  for  the  last  24  hours  ;  previous  to  this  the  bowels  had 
been  as  regular  as  usual.  Gave  1st,  an  injection,  prepared  from  senna 
and  sem.  anisi  and  spt.  tereb.,  which  operated  very  promptly  and  gave 
some  relief.  Gave  2d,  a  cath.  of  ol.  ricini,  one  tablespoonful,  spts. 
tereb.,  f^ss.,  and  to  be  repeated  once  in  four  hours  until  it  operated 
freely.  Ordered  3d,  spts.  tereb.  to  be  applied  to  the  bowels,  with  con- 
siderable friction,  once  in  an  hour  or  two  until  it  produces  considerable 
redness  of  the  skin.  Gave  4ih,  a  powder  prepared  of  s.  morph.,  gr. 
1-14  ;  camp.,  gr.  1-2  ;  prot.  chlo.  mere,  gr.  i.,  to  be  given  after  the  opera- 
tion of  the  physic,  and  repeated  once  an  hour  until  the  pain  had  disap- 
peared ;  after  that,  once  in  4  hours.  Ordered  5th,  mucilage  of  ulmus 
iulva  to  be  taken  freely,  and  no  other  drink  to  be  given. 

28.  Physic  had  moved  the  bowels  twice;  but  little  pain,  and  tume- 
faction of  bowels  less  ;  a  slight  perspiration  ;  pulse  soft,  though  frequent, 
and  numbering  125  ;  had  had  some  sleep.  Gave  fsi.  of  ol.  olivae,  with 
gtts.  20  of  spts.  tereb.  Ordered  another  cathartic  of  ol.  ricini  with  spts. 
tereb.,  to  be  given  at  4  o'clock,  and  to  be  repeated  once  in  four  hours 
until  the  bowels  are  moved.  Continue  other  medicines  as  on  yesterday. 
The  application  of  the  tereb.  had  produced  considerable  external  sore- 
ness of  the  bowels. 

29.  Being  detained  at  another  place,  did  not  visit  him  to-day,  but 
arrived  on  Tuesday  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  was  informed  that  his  phy- 
sic, after  two  repetitions,  "  operated  very  powerfully,"  bringing  away 
large  quantities  of  air,  and  since  then  has  not  complained  of  much  pain, 
except  by  turns,  and  then  not  at  all  severe  ;  pulse  120,  soft  and  more 
feeble.  Eruption  has  mostly  faded  away.  Continue  medicines  as  be- 
fore, except  omit  giving  physic. 

31.  Pulse  115;  in  other  respects  the  same  as  on  yesterday.  Con- 
tinue the  medicines.  The  prot.  mere,  is  beginning  to  affect  the  sali- 
vary glands. 
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Nov.  I.  Decidedly  better  in  every  respect.  Secretions  returning. 
The  prot.  mere,  has  produced  considerable  soreness  of  the  mouth  ;  but 
very  httle  tumefaction  of  the  bowels  remaining;  pulse  90,  more  full. 
Continue  medicines  as  before. 

2.  Rapidly  improving  ;  has  considerable  appetite  ;  had  one  move- 
ment of  the  bowels  last  evening ;  since  then  has  had  no  pain,  and  is 
able  to  sit  up  half  an  hour  at  a  time.     Continue  medicines. 

4.  Improving,  though  has  suffered  from  a  diarrhoea  since  yesterday. 
Discontinue  all  former  medicines,  and  give  20  gits,  of  tinct.  opii  once  an 
hour  until  relief  is  obtained. 

6.  Appears  quite  well ;  is  able  to  sit  up  3  or  4  hours  at  a  time  ;  ap- 
petite is  extremely  good. 

8.  Continues  to  improve  rapidly  ;  is  able  to  sit  up  nearly  half  the 
time. 

12.  Appears  as  well  as  ever,  though  he  has  not  yet  acquired  the 
usual  amount  of  strength. 

Neicport,  Vt.,  January  17, 1839. 


ANI.VIAL  MAGNETISM. 

The  London  Lancet,  which  has  contained  reports  of  the  wonderful  ex- 
periments in  animal  magnetism,  by  Dr.  EHiotson,  has  lately  changed  its 
tone  in  regard  to  the  subject.  The  editor,  in  the  No.  for  December  1, 
thus  speaks  : — 

"  Is  it  true  that  any  physicians  or  surgeons  of  any  of  the  London 
Hospitals  are  insulting  public  decency  and  abusing  the  confidence  which 
has  been  reposed  in  them  by  parents  and  guardians,  by  still  practising 
animal  magnetism  on  the  sick  and  deluded  patients  ?  If  there  be  such 
a  hospital — if  there  be  such  officers  belonging  to  any  establishment  in 
London — the  sooner  the  governors  take  serious  notice  of  what  is  passing 
in  their  institution,  the  better  will  it  be  for  the  interests  of  the  charity, 
and  the  reputation  of  the  science  of  medicine  in  this  country.  After 
the  exposure,  the  extraordinary,  but  niost  complete  and  effective  expo- 
sure, of  the  folly  of  believing  in  the  reality  of  animal  magnetism — ac- 
complished to  the  satisfaction  of  every  sane  spectator,  at  a  private  resi- 
dence in  London — we  had  thought  that  the  humbug  would  no  longer  be 
tolerated  in  any  of  our  public  institutions.  If,  however,  we  are  cor- 
rectly informed  as  to  what  is  passing,  at  least  in  one  of  them,  we  have 
been  deceived  in  this  expectaiion.  We  have  a  duty  to  discharge  to 
the  profession  in  this  affair,  and  it  shall  be  executed  to  its  lullest  extent. 
The  nuisance  shall  be  attacked,  the  hmnbug  shall  be  pmsued,  until  it  is 
thoroughly  and  finally  abated.  Our  chief  object  in  writing  this  notice, 
is  to  solicit  immediate  information  on  the  subject  to  which  it  relates.  If 
there  be  such  a  hospital  as  the  one  we  have  described,  the  medical 
school  with  which  it  is  connected  must  be  speedily  and  irreparably 
ruined,  unless  the  immoral  cpiackery  be  at  once  ])ut  down  by  the  gover- 
nors, or  other  controlling  body  of  the  institution,  in  which  the  heinous 
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enormity  against  common  sense  and  female  delicacy  is  perpetrated. 
Sincerely  shall  we  rejoice  to  find  that  we  have  been  misinformed  by  the 
reports  in  question. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  ANDSURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,      JANUARY    30,    J83  9. 


MEDICAL   MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  IN   CHINA. 

A  MEDICAL  gentleman  of  Boston  has  placed  in  our  hands  a  pamphlet 
with  the  above  title,  containing  also  an  "  Address,  with  minutes  of  pro- 
ceedings ;"  together  with  several  copies  of  the  Chinese  Repository 
— the  object  being  to  make  us  acquainted  with  the  benevolent  efforts 
which  are  making  in  a  distant  part  of  the  globe  by  missionary  physicians. 

The  Chinese  are  most  wretchedly  served  by  the  native  practitioners, 
who  being  ignorant  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body,  are  wholly  unfit  to  prescribe  medi- 
cine. In  surgery  they  absolutely  know  nothing,  if  reliance  is  to  be 
placed  on  the  representation  of  those  who  have  had  opportunities  for 
investigation. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1838,  not  quite  a  year  ago,  a  public  meeting 
was  called  by  T.  R.  Colledge,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  P.  Parker,  at  Canton, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  JVIedical  Missionary  Society,  which  seems 
to  have  been  a  considerable  time  in  contemplation.  The  object  in 
view  by  the  Society  is  to  encourage  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion to  go  to  China  and  practise  gratuitously  among  the  people,  by  afford- 
ing the  usual  aid  of  hospitals,  medicines  and  attendants.  From  the  very 
beginning,  the  support  or  remuneration  of  medical  men  was  not  contem- 
plated by  the  association.  Persons  subscribing  fifteen  dollars  annually, 
are  members  during  the  continuance  of  the  subscription  ;  donors  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  dollars  at  one  time,  are  members  for  life  ;  and 
donors  of  five  hundred  dollars  at  a  time,  constitute  the  directors  for  life. 
Not  far  from  nine  thousand  dollars  have  thus  far  been  subscribed. 

Before  the  formation  of  the  Society,  it  seems  that  Mr.  Colledge  was 
the  owner  of  a  medical  establishment  at  Macao,  for  it  was  resolved  "  that 
the  said  building  be  accepted  by  this  Society,  on  the  liberal  terms  of 
Mr.  Colledge's  offer — and  that  the  trustees  be  authorized  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  transfer  of  the  property." 

One  individual  who  has  given  a  decided  character  to  the  institution, 
and  whose  name  has  been  widely  circulated  as  a  bold  and  successful 
practitioner,  is  the  Rev.  Peter  Parker,  an  American  Missionary.  His  mot- 
to, like  that  of  his  Christian  associates,  is  "  heal  the  sick."  "  We  have 
called  ours  a  missionary  society,"  say  the  committee  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  address,  "  because  we  trust  it  will  advance  the  cause  of  missions, 
and  because  we  want  men  to  fill  our  institutions,  who,  to  requisite  skill 
and  experience,  add  the  self-denial  and  high  moral  qualities  which  are 
usually  looked  for  in  a  missionary.  Men  of  eminent  qualifications  and 
tried  character  are  indispensable  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the 
work."     Further — "  By  the  employment  of  such  an  agency,  the  way  will 
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be  paved  to  a  higher  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  Chinese, 
which  will  tend  to  put  our  commerce  and  all  our  intercourse  with  this  na- 
tion upon  a  more  desirable  footing,  and  to  open  avenues  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  those  sciences  and  that  religion  to  which  we  owe  our  greatness — 
by  which  we  are  enabled  to  act  a  useful  part  in  this  life,  and  which  fit  us 
for  the  enjoyment  of  a  better  life  hereafter." 

In  the  appendix — for  we  are  drawing  liberally  from  printed  docu- 
ments— it  is  said,  "  In  further  illustration  of  our  views,  we  would 
here  premise,  that  in  order  to  the  success  of  the  object  contemplated, 
those  who  engage  in  it  must  not  receive  any  pecuniary  remuneration;  the 
work,  throughout,  must  be,  and  appear  to  be,  one  of  disinterested  benevo- 
lence. It  is  indispensable  that  the  men  who  shall  conduct  the  institu- 
tions be  not  only  masters  of  their  profession,  and  conciliating  in  their 
manners  towards  all  classes,  but  judicious  men — thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  genuine  piety,  ready  to  endure  hardships  and  to  sacrifice 
personal  comfort,  that  they  may  commend  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  and  so  co-operate  in  its  introduction  among  the  millions  of  this 
partially  civilized,  yel  mijslerious  and  idolatrous  empire." 

Thus  far  these  quotations  are  introductory  to  a  series  of  remarks  on 
the  ophthalmic  hospital  of  Canton,  to  be  noticed  the  coming  week. 


"  Birds  of  America.''' — The  4th  or  last  volume  of  Mr.  Audubon,  with 
additional  plates,  and  the  4th  volume  of  "  Ornithological  Biography,  illus- 
trated by  39  engravings  on  wood,"  have  been  sent  for  the  library  of  our 
General  Court,  for  the  Salem  Athenaeum,  for  our  University,  and  for  the 
Society  of  iVatural  History.  Mr.  A.  states,  "  I  had  been  obliged  to  in- 
troduce a  number  of  species  of  birds  into  one  and  the  same  plate,  but  in 
a  manner  as  seemed  best  to  accord  with  the  affinities  of  the  species.  In 
August,  1836,  the  well-known  zoologist,  Thomas  Nuttall,  had  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  from  a  journey  over  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  accompanied  by  J.  K.  Townsend,  M.D.  Nuttall,in  his  zeal  for  the 
furtherance  of  science,  and  in  the  generosity  of  his  noble  nature,  gave 
to  me,  of  his  ornithological  treasures,  all  that  was  new,  and  inscribed  in 
my  journal  all  the  observations  which  he  had  made  relative  to  the  rare 
species  which  were  unknown  to  me.  All  this  information  I  have  pub- 
lished. I  had  access  to  the  collection  sent  by  Dr.  Townsend,  who  was 
yet  on  the  shores  of  the  Columbia.  I  have  now  |)ublished  such  of  the 
species  as  p.'ovcd  to  be  new.  lie  returned,  next  year,  after  lour  years 
absence,  with  a  second  collection,  containing  several  rare  and  new  birds, 
which  I  received  only  a  few  weeks  before  my  plates  were  finished.  Ho 
was  extremely  desirous  that  everything  new  or  rare  belonging  to  our 
Fauna,  should  be  given  to  me.  What  was  I  to  do  ?  Publish  them,  to 
be  sure,  to  the  best  of  my  power.  Could  the  '  Birds  of  America  '  be 
finished  when  new  species  were  undescribed  in  my  hands  ?  All  that 
was  in  my  power  has  been  accomplished.  All  Dr.  T.'s  species,  and 
some  received  through  other  channels,  have  been  published.  To  him  I 
am  indebted  for  the  valuable  notes  which  he  has  forwarded  to  me." 


Morlalilijin  J838. — In  Baltimore  the  deaths  were  2691.  Of  these,  1433 
were  males,  and  1  23B  were  females.  Six  hundred  and  seventy-two  were 
colored  persons  :  IIG  were  slaves.  A  white  woman  died  at  the  great 
age  of  105  years  ;  a  free  colored  woman  at  the  age  of  103  ;  and  a  white 
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man,  at  101.  Consumption,  as  usual,  was  the  most  predominant  cause 
of  death — 410  having  died  of  that  disease  ;  of  cholera  infantum,  199  ; 
scarlet  fever,  141  ;  intemperance,  57  j  stillborn,  215  ;  infantile  diseases, 
535 — an  appalling  number  J — but  still  worse,  in  this  age  of  vaccination, 
71  died  of  smallpox  ! 

In  Bristol,  R.  I.,  only  64  deaths  occurred   in    1838—36  males  and  28 
females.     The  greatest  mortality  in  any  month  was  14,  in  October. 

In  New  York  the  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  year  1838,  was  7533; 
being  679  less  than  in  1837.  By  consumption,  1225  ;  marasmus,  470  ; 
cholera  infantum,  437  ;  convulsions,  638  ;  dropsy  on  the  brain,  368.  Of 
the  whole  number  deceased,  3801  were  white  males,  3105  white  females, 
313  colored  males,  315  colored  females.  Under  5  years  of  age,  3836 
(more  than  half),  without  including  still-births.  Only  one  reached  the 
aire  of  100. 


Dr.  Fletcher''s  Double  Truss. — Below  is  a  representation  of  the  instru- 
ment without  covering,  in  order  to  show  more  perfectly  the  different 
parts  and  their  modus  operandi. 


A,  the  rotary  wheel  on  the  under  side.  B,  a  small  screw  which  fastens 
the  rotary  wheel.  C,  a  short  steel  spring  connecting  the  pad  to  the  ro- 
tary wheel.  D,  the  pad,  which  is  convex  on  the  side  next  the  body.  E, 
a  bra.ss  nut,  which  fills  three  offices — holds  the  cover  to  the  spring,  holds 
the  spring  to  the  brass,  and  serves  as  a  knob  for  the  end  of  the  long 
strap  which  goes  round  the  body.  F,  a  screw  which  increases  the  pres- 
sure upon  the  pad  as  desired.  G,  a  small  screw  and  nut  fixing  the  end  of 
the  right  spring  to  either  of  the  holes,  as  represented.  I,  a  loop  riveted 
to  the  hinge  part,  J,  the  double  hinge.  K,  the  slaught  in  the  end  of 
the  spring.  L,  a  small  nut  which  holds  the  brass  to  the  spring.  M,  the 
circle  in  which  the  pad  will  move  when  the  small  screw,  B,  is  taken  out. 
N,  the  end  of  the  spring  after  passing  through  the  loop. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  the  hinge  on  the  backside  will  allow  of  mo- 
tion in  walking,  which  will  be  a  source  of  great  comfort  to  the  patient; 
and  that  the  size  of  the  spring  may  be  varied,  and  thus  fit  different  per- 
sons, and  yet,  when  fixed,  be  perfectly  firm.  The  slaught  in  the  end  of 
the  spring  allows  the  pad  to  be  moved  along  the  groin  and  be  made  per- 
manent at  any  point  ;  and  by  removing  the  screw,  B,  the  pad  performs  a 
revolution.  Still  further,  in  the  short  steel  spring  to  which  the  pad  is 
joined,  are  three  holes  ;  thus  there  is  a  circle  within  a  circle,  until  you 
have  three  difl^erent  sizes.  Consequently  there  is  not  a  spot  in  the  groin 
where  hernia  usually  appears,  upon  which  the  pad  may  not  be  placed  and 
permanently  fixed.     One  other  advantage  which  this  instrument  has  over 
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others,  is  that  when   fitted  to  the  desired  spot,  the   pressure   may  be  in- 
creased as  gradually  as  desired. 


Infantile  Diseases. — The  treatise  of  j\l.  Billard  on  infantile  diseases, 
which  we  announced  in  a  late  number  of  the  Journal,  as  being  in  the 
press,  by  Geo.  Adiard,  of  JNew  York,  will  shortly  after  be  followed  by  a 
translation,  by  Dr.  Stewart,  of  that  of  M.  Berton,  I).]M.P.,on  children, 
from  the  period  of  dentition  to  puberty.  This  work,  which  has  been 
published  in  Paris,  with  notes  by  JM.  Baron,  is,  like  JNI.  Billard's, 
founded  on  a  great  number  of  clinical,  physiological  and  anatomical  ob- 
servations, and  is  intended  to  extend  the  system  adopted  by  M.  Billard 
to  the  whole  period  of  childhood.  These  two  works  will  contain  a  vast 
amount  of  important  facts  in  this  highly  interesting  department  of  medi- 
cal practice,  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  treatise. 


Sludenls  of  Medicine  in  Harvard  Universitij . — By  a  recently  published 
catalogue,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  gentlemen  attending  the 
medical  lectures  in  Boston,  the  present  season,  is  eighty-five.  The 
character  of  the  lectures  gives  the  highest  satisfaction  to  all  who  have 
the  privilege  of  pursuing  their  medical  studies  in  this  long-established 
school. 


Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  held  at  the  City  Hall  on 
the  7th  instant,  the  following  officers  were  elected  tor  1839  : — President, 
Frederick  May,  M.D.  ;  1st  Vice  President,  Alex.  McWilliams,  M.D.  ; 
2d  do.  Nathl.  P.  Causin,  M.D.  •,  Recording  Secretary,  Richmond  John- 
son, M.D.  ;  Corresponding  do.,  Thomas  Sewall,  M.D.  ;  Treasurer, 
James  C.  Hall,  M.D.  ;  Librarian,  Tiiomas  Miller,  M.D.  Examiners. — 
Thomas  Sewall,  M.D.,  J.  C.  Hall,  M.D.,  and  Noble  Young,  M.D.,  for 
Washington  City  ;  N.  VV.  Worlhington,  M.D.,  Georgetown  ;  O.  Fair- 
fax, M.D.,  Alexandria.  The  following  gentlemen  were  unanitnously 
elected  honorary  mombersof  the  Society.  John  S.  Spence,  M.D.,  from 
JNlaryland  ;  Louis  F.  Linn,I\LD.,  fron)  Missouri  ;  I.,ulher  Reily,  M.D., 
from  Pennsylvania  ;   William  Taylor,  M.D.,  from  ISew  York, 


A  Chinese  Medical  Maxim. — In  the  illustration  of  duties  by  the  phi- 
losopher Tsang,  it  is  thus  written.  "  The  faithful  minister  whose  prince 
is  sick  and  requires  m«!dicine,  will  first  taste  of  it  himself;  when  the  pa- 
rents need  medicine,  the  son  will  first  try  it  himself.  And  they  will  not 
take  medicine  of  one  who  has  not  been  a  successful  practitioner  for  a 
long  time." 

Cifst  in  the  Breast  of  a  Female. — May  QO,  1838,  M.  Velpeau  discharged, 
cured,  a  young  woman  of  twenty-five  years  of  age,  from  his  wards.  She 
had  been  there  during  the  last  five  weeks  on  account  of  a  small  tumor 
occupying  the  upper  part  of  the  left  mammary  gland.  Before  operating 
he  considered  that  its  nature  was  fibrinous,  and  probably  originating  in 
an  extravasation  of  blood,  but  afterwards  it   was   found  to  be  an  osseous 
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cyst,  full  of  a  gelatinous  fluid.  The  wound  was  longitudinal,  and  in  the 
same  course  as  the  fibres  of  the  great  pectoral  muscle.  Velpeau  con- 
sidered the  case  as  rather  rare,  and  that  there  was  no  reason  to  expect  a 
return  of  the  disease. — London  Lancet. 


Tumor  of  the  Left  Spermatic  Cord. — A  youth,  18  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  May  16.  There  is  a  tumor  occupying  the  left  spermatic  cord, 
which,  he  says,  has  been  visible  only  during  the  last  eight  days.  It  is 
now  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  It  is  a  cyst,  but  as  to  its  contents  Vel- 
peau can  only  guess.  It  may  be  serum,  but  it  is  not  transparent  to  the 
transmitted  light  of  a  candle.  It  may  be  an  abscess,  but  then  there  are 
no  collateral  signs  of  such  an  affection.  It  is  situated  about  midway  be- 
tween the  external  abdominal  ring  and  the  testicle,  and  is  unconnected 
with  either.     The  patient  is  in  good  health  in  all  other  respects. 

22.  To-day  Velpeau  made  a  puncture  into  the  tumor  with  a  lancet  ; 
a  quantity  of  clear  and  thin  aqueous  fluid  issued.  Compresses  of  Gou- 
lard water. 

24.  The  tumor  is  forming  again  ;  injected  to-day  with  tincture  of 
iodine. 

31.  There  is  a  large,  doughy,  heavy  tumor  in  the  situation  of  the  sac 
of  the  hydrocele. 

June  8.  Discharged  cured.  There  is  still  a  considerable  hardness  ia 
the  situation  of  the  hydrocele. — Ihid. 


Medical  Miscellany. — In  the  city  of  New  York  one  thousand  dollars 
have  been  appropriated  for  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Dispensaries.  A 
pamphlet  is  about  being  issued  in  that  city,  relating  to  the  Kappa  Lambda 
Association. — Mr.  Combe's  lectures  are  spoken  of  highly  at  Philadelphia. 
— A  mad  elephant  was  poisoned  at  Berlin,  lately,  with  Prussian  blue,  in  the 
presence  of  a  great  number  of  physicians.  The  poor  animal  sank  after 
two  hours'  suffering. — A  queer  book  by  Mr.  Walker,  entitled  intermar- 
riage, has  appeared  in  England — an  edition  of  it  would  sell  well  in 
America. — Beck's  Elements  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  has  reached  a 
sixth  edition  in  London,  with  notes  by  Drs.  Dunlop  and  Darwell. — Beau- 
tiful copies  of  the  latest  works  of  Portal,  the  great  surgeon  of  Palermo, 
have  reached  this  country. — One  of  the  botanic  quacks,  at  Philadelphia, 
by  the  name  of  Chauncy,  has  been  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second 
degree.  Nixon  and  Armstrong  were  also  arrested,  but  were  acquitted. 
The  crime  was  procuring  an  abortion,  which  killed  both  mother  and  child. 
— Dr.  Kimball  has  been  appointed  physician  for  the  northern,  and  Dr. 
Bartlett  for  the  southern  di.strict,  in  the  city  of  Lowell. — Dr.  Colledge, 
President  of  the  Medical  Missionary  Society  of  China,  left  Boston  last 
week,  on  a  voyage  to  England. — Professor  A.  T.  Thomson  has  found  much 
advantage  from  the  use  of  elaterium  in  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  heart. 
— In  cases  of  deafness  arising  from  deficient  secretion,  the  following 
formula  has  been  used  with  benefit  :  Creosote,  1  drachm  ;  oil  of  al- 
monds, 4  drachms.  Mix  ;  a  little  to  be  inserted  in  the  meatus  night  and 
morning,  with  a  camel-hair  brush. — Mr.  Guthrie,  of  the  Westminster 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  an  instrument  to  be 
employed  in  excising  the  eye  is  keen  and  well  set,  employs  the  following 
test:  a  piece  of  fine  kid-skin  is  to  be  penetrated  by  the  knife  ;  if  no 
sound  be  created  in  the  incision  then  the  instrument  is  fit  for  service, 
but  if  the  slightest  noise  be  perceived,  it  must  be  laid  aside. 
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Notice. — Twenty-seven  numbers  will  be  given  in  this  volume  of  the  Journal, 
in  order  that  the  commencement  of  the  new  one  may  correspond,  in  date,  with 
that  of  the  first  volume. 

Died,— At  Ashford,  Ct,  Dr.  Joseph  Palmer,  GO.— At  East  Hartford,  Ct.,  Dr. 
William  Cooley,  57.— At  Framinghara,  Ms.,  Charles  Walker,  M.D.,  32,  late  of 
Boston. — At  Cape  Elizabeth,  Me.,  Dr.  Hosea  L.  Cushman,  late  of  the  U.  S.  A.  in 
Florida,  31. 

Whdie  number  of  deaths  in  Boston  for  the  week  ending  Jan.  26,  32.     Miiles,  15 — females,  17. 

Of  consumption,  3— drowned,  1 — wounds,  1— scarlet  fever,  8 — infantile,  2— scald,  1— dropsy  on 
the  brain,  2 — apoplexy,  2 — lung  fever,  1— bilious  fever,  I— croup,  1 — introsusception,  1 — inflamma' 
tion  of  the  lungs,  1— erysipelas,  1— stillborn,  1. 

MASSACHUSETTS   MEDICAL  SOCIETY.— COUiNSELLORS'   MEETING. 

A  STATED  Mieeliu:^  of  the  Counsellors  of  tho  .Massachusetts  Medical  Society  will  be  holden  at  their 
room,  at  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  Pearl  Street,  on  Wednesday,  February  6lh,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

J.  30—1  S.  1).  TOVViNSEXD,  Recording  Secretary. 

ORTHOPEDIQUE    INFIRMARY 

FOR   THE   TREATMENT    OF    SPINAL    DISTORTIONS,    CLUB    FEET,    ETC. 
At  6.5  Belknap  Street,  Boston.     Patients  from  a  distance  can  be  accommodated  with  board  in  the  Im- 
mediate neiahborhood.  JOH.\  B.  BRUVVN,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

^Ve  the  subscribers  approve  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Brown's  plan  of  an  infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  Spinal 
Affections,  Club  Feet,  and  other  Distortions  of  the  human  body,  and  will  aid  him  by  our  advice 
whenever  called  upon. 

John  C.  Warren,  George  Ilayward,  Edward  Reynolds,  Jno.  Randall,  J.  .Mason  Warren,  John  Jef- 
fries, John  Humans,  AI.  S.  Perry,  W.  Channing,  George  C.  Slialtuck,  J.  Bigelow,  Enoch  Hale,  W. 
Strong,  George  Parkman,  D.  Humphreys  Storer,  George  W.  Otis,  Jr.,  VViiislow  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  H. 
Lane,   Edw.  Warren,  Geo.  B.  Doane,  John  Ware,  George  Bartlett,  John  Flint. 

Boston,  .\ugust  1,  1838.  tf. 

NEW   LEECH   ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  medical  profession  are  hereby  informed  that  the  subscriber  has  made  such  arrangements  that  he 
will  be  able  to  supply  them  with  the  best  Foreign  Leeches,  at  the  lowest  market  price.  They  will  be 
safely  put  up  in  boxes,  with  the  clay  in  which  they  were  imported.  Physicians  may  be  certain  that 
careful  attention  will  be  given  to  their  orders.  SETH  W.  FOWLE, 

Oct.  17 — lyeop  33  Prince  St.  corner  of  Saleui  St.  Boston. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 
PHfsiciA.:<3  in  any  section  of  the  United  States  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vicciwa 
Virus,  by  return  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editoi  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  enclosing 
one  doWair,  poat-paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  Hie  post  office.  Oct.2 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

The  subscribers  aie  associated  for  the  purpose  uf  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regular  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hiispitiil.  Ihey  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly pre.seiils  a  large  number  of  important  cases,  and  wliereopportiinlties  will  be  afforded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowledge  of  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines.  Tliey  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  country.  To  the 
pupils,  parlicuiiirly  to  those  in  the  last  year  of  their  professional  studies,  facilities  will  be  afforded  for 
acquiring  a  personal  acquaintance  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Instiuction  by  exami- 
nations or  lectures  will  be  uiven  in  the  different  branches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  firr-  and  lights,  will  be  furnished 
10  the  students  at  the  expense  of  the  instructors.  (iEOKGE  C.  SHATTUCK, 

W.VLTER  CHA.NNING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  31— eplf  GEOIIGE  W.  OTIS,  Ja. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  J«. 

AMERICAN   MEDICAL    ALMANAC. 

.American  Medical  Almanar,  for  1«3'.)— designed  for  the  daily  use  of  Physicians,  Surgeons,  Students, 
and  .\polhecaries  ;  beint;,  ;ilso.  a  genera!  .Medical  Directory  of  the  United  Stales.  By  J.  V.  C.  Smith, 
M.I),,  Editor  of  the  llosi.iu  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Published  by  .Marsh,  Capen  tc  Lyon,  133 
W  asjilniitou  street,  llosliin.  J  16. 
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DR.    MARSHALL    HALL    ON    PUERPERAL   DISEASES. 

[Concluded  from  page  410.] 

In  the  third  place,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  influence  of 
previous  disorders  upon  the  slate  of  the  patient  after  delivery. 

This  is  a  most  important  and  interesting  question,  and  it  has  two  bear- 
ings: the  first,  upon  the  parent  herself;  the  second,  through  the  medium 
of  the  milk,  upon  the  infant.  I  chiefly  allude,  in  this  place,  to  those 
forms  of  disorder  of  the  general  health  of  which  I  have  already  at- 
tempted a  description. 

Such  a  state  of  disorder,  especially  if  long  continued,  and  attended 
by  much  pallor  or  pale  icterode  hue,  involves  in  itself  a  state  approach- 
ing to  that  of  loss  of  blood  ;  and  it  has  been  sufficiently  shown  that  this 
form  of  general  disorder  itself  depends  upon  a  deranged  state  of  the 
functions  of  the  intestinal  canal  and  of  the  other  digestive  organs,  so 
that  it  is  obvious  that  such  a  condition,  before  confinement,  predisposes 
to  the  effects  of  intestinal  irritation  and  of  exhaustion. 

I  need  not  remark  how  important  it  is,  in  such  cases,  to  devote  an 
especial  attention  to  the  restoration  of  a  healthy  state  of  the  system. 
The  state  of  the  bowels  should  be  watched  daily,  a  mild  but  invigorat- 
ing diet  should  be  enjoined,  and  the  tonic  effect  of  gentle  exercise  in 
the  open  air  should  be  secured  during  the  whole  period  of  pregnancy, 
for  conception  is  not  generally  prevented  by  this  state  of  disorder  of  the 
general  health. 

In  extreme  cases  the  bowels  become  exceedingly  loaded,  and  there 
is  a  state  of  the  system  approaching  to  bloodlessness.  In  neglected 
cases  of  tliis  description  death  has  quickly  and  unexpectedly  ensued 
from  a  far  less  shock  than  that  of  parturition.  In  other  cases  a  series  of 
painful  symptoms  has  ensued,  which  have  perhaps  exhausted  the  patient 
finally,  though  more  slowly ;  of  this  the  following  is  a  most  interesting 
example  : — 

Mrs ,  aged  28,  had  long  had  all  the  symptoms  of  disorder  of  the 

general  health,  with  a  pale  icterode  hue  of  the  complexion.  For  some 
time  before  her  confinement  she  suffered  from  aphthae,  with  irritability 
of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  there  was  some  oedema  of  the  ankles 
and  of  the  face. 

After  delivery  there  was  a  considerable  flow  of  lochia  ;  the  tendency 
to  diarrhoea  contioued,  with  light  yellow  fcetid  stools,  and  the  pulse  was 
27 
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frequent;  the  countenance  was  extremely  pale,  and  there  were  great 
pain  of  the  head,  fluttering  and  tendency"  to  faintishness. 

Soon  after  delivery  the  aphthae,  wliich  had  somewhat  disa[)peared, 
were  again  observed  on  the  inner  part  of  the  under  hp,  in  the  lorm  of 
vesicles  clustered  together,  and  one  or  two  were  situated  on  the  tongue, 
w  hich  was  clean  and  pallid  ;  the  face  was  pale  ;  the  prolabia  exangui- 
nous  ;  there  was  repeated  bleeding  from  the  nose,  the  blood  becoming 
pale  and  aqupous  ;  there  was  frequent  pain  of  the  head  ;  the  pulse  was 
freqvient,  often  110;  the  boweh  loose.  She  was  much  relieved  l)y 
taking  liiictura  opii,  |)ure  opiuui,  the  jiilula  hydrariyri,  &cc. 

On  the  5i4th  of  iVlay,  1819,  twenty  days  after  delivery,  and  after  a 
gradual  amendment  for  a  fortnight,  she  experienced  in  the  night  a  fit  of 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  which,  however,  soon  went  off. 

On  the  26th  Mrs.  had   taken  a  little  n)utlon,  and  lier  room  was 

particularly  close;  under  these  circumstances  she  became  affected  with 
great  anxiety  and  agitation,  an  overwhelming  internal  feeling  not  to  be 
described,  and  tendency  to  fainting,  all  increased  on  attempting  to  be 
moved  ;  the  pulse  was  small,  and  156  ;  the  heart,  carotids,  and,  indeed, 
the  head,  chest  and  bed-clothes  were  affected  with  throbbing  and  palpi- 
tation. Thirty  drops  of  the  tinctura  opii  were  given,  and  repeated  with 
great  relief. 

The  next  day.  the  27th,  the  pulse  continued  qt  132,  and  the  move- 
ment of  the  heart,  carotids,  head,  chest  and  bed-clothes,  was  still  great ; 
the  pulse  was  fuller,  the  general  expression  and  feelings  n)ore  tranquil; 
there  liad  been  some  sleep,  but  on  awakin;^  there  was  a  temporary  con- 
fusion of  mind  ;  the  bowels  had  been  gently  moved  by  the  Rochelle  salt. 

On  May  the  30ih  the  symptoms  remained  nearly  the  same.  The 
pulse  140;  the  beating  of  the  carotids  still  visib'e ;  the  palpitation 
greatly  increased,  and  faintishness  induced  on  moving;  the  countenance 
was  pale,  and  rather  tumid  ;  the  tongue  and  teeth  appeared  as  if  be- 
smeared with  syrup,  and  the  breath  had  the  odor  of  new  milk  ;  the 
bowels  were  confined  ;  the  urine  plentiful  ;  no  tenderness  of  the  abdo- 
men, cough,  or  headache,  or  tendency  to  complain. 

May  31st.  A  mild  purgative  and  an  enema  were  administered  yes- 
terday, and  evacuated  large  portions  of  hardened  faeces,  after  which  a 
draught  with  thirty  drops  of  tinctura  opii  was  given.  The  pulse  fell  to 
'100  ;  and  all  the  syfuptoms  were  mitigated.  In  the  evening  the  pulse 
was  about  104,  there  was  still  a  little  throbbing  of  the  head,  but  the 
palpitation  and  beating  of  the  carotids  were  much  diminished  ;  the 
bowels  unmoved  to-day  ;  urine  plentiful  ;  fluent  catamenia.  No  pain 
or  tenderness  of  the  abdomen. 

June  the  3d.  Since  the  last  report  there  have  been  repeated  attacks 
of  sickness  and  vomiting,  with  more  throbbing  of  the  head,  carotids  and 
heart;  and  the  alvine  evacuation  has  been  occasionally  costive.  To- 
day the  countenance  is  pallid,  and  more  swollen,  with  oedema  ;  there  is 
throbbing  at  the  occiput,  with  pain,  and  bealinj;  of  the  heart  and  caro- 
tids ;  a  degree  of  lab(jr  in  the  breathing,  and  cough  ;  tenderness  of  the 
fipigastriutj),  sickness   and   constipation.     The    manner  appears    rather 
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changed;  speaking  requires  greater  effort ;  there  are  greater  hurry  and 
exhaustion,  and  greater  repugnance  to  food  and  medicine. 

June  the  7th.  Since  the  3d  the  principal  symptoms  have  been  sick- 
ness and  vomitins,,  medicine  having  been  quite  rejected,  and  sometimes 
food.  There  have  been  once  or  twice  deep  breathing,  and  a  sort  of 
blowing,  apparently  implying  a  sense  of  want  of  air;  there  is  an  occa- 
sional hacking  cough  ;  some  throbbing  of  the  head  ;  the  pulse  has  been 
from  100  to  110.  The  countenance  is  pale,  but  the  lips  have  a  little 
more  color.  There  is  much  loss  of  flesh.  The  bowels  have  been  kept 
open  ;  the  appetite  is  better.     There  has  been  good  sleep. 

June  the  8th.  Tiie  countenance  is  much  as  before  ;  there  is  less 
tlirobbing  in  the  head;  no  delirium;  pulse  108  and  rather  irregular  ; 
some  sighing  and  deep  breathing,  hacking  cough,  sickness  and  vomiting; 
some  tenderness  of  the  right  hypochondrium,  and  beating  of  the  abdo- 
minal aorta. 

June  the  9th.  Less  throbbing  of  the  head  ;  pulse  116  ;  much  pulsa- 
tion over  the  aorta;  the  sickness  has  recurred  several  times. 

June  the  10th.  This  evening  there  is  increased  sickness,  with  dysp- 
noea, consisting  of  deep,  sighing  breathing;  pulse  120;  the  throbbing 
palpitation  and  pulsation  of  the  abdominal  aorta  are  less;  no  cough  no- 
ticed; the  sickness  continues;  bowels  open  twice. 

June  the  11th.  The  deep  breathing  has  been  very  urgent.  The 
nose  is  cold  and  livid;  the  lips  dry  ;  the  eyes  deathly  ;  the  pulse  100 
and  feeble.     Mrs. expired  on  the  12lh,  about  2,  P.  M. 

On  examination,  on  the  13th  at  noon,  three  or  four  ounces  of  water 
were  found  in  each  cavity  of  the  pleura,  and  one  ounce  in  the  pericar- 
dium. In  every  other  respect  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  were 
most  healthy.  The  heart,  the  stomach,  the  bowels  and  the  liver,  were 
free  from  the  slightest  appearance  of  disease.  The  uterus  was  collapsed 
to  its  natural  size. 

This  case  may  be  taken,  instar  omnium.  In  many  others,  such  an 
event  has  been  prevented  by  a  timely  and  appropriate  attention  to  re- 
store the  general  health. 

It  may  happen  that  the  patient  was  not  known  to  the  physician  before 
the  period  of  her  confinement.  It  will  then  be  found  important  to  have 
studied  the  external  characters  of  disorder  of  the  general  health,  and 
especially  the  appearances  of  the  con)plexion,  and  of  the  tongue,  the 
state  of  the  alvine  evacuations,  &ic.  ;  and  much  will,  of  course,  be  ascer- 
tained by  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  history  of  the  case. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  conjoin  aperients  with  a  cordial  and 
nutritious  kind  of  diet.  For  I  am  persuaded  that  the  strength  is  far 
more  apt  to  fail  in  these  cases  than  is  generally  imagined,  and  especially 
in  that  variety  which  is  attended  by  extreme  pallor,  which,  in  fact,  de- 
notes a  state  approaching  to  bloodlessness  and  exhaustion. 

The  next  point  to  be  mentioned  is  the  influence  of  a  morbid  condi- 
tion of  the  general  health  upon  the  secretion  of  the  milk,  and  upon  the 
health  of  the  infant.  It  has  frequently  occurred  to  me  to  lament  that 
patients  have  given  up  all  hope  of  ever  being  allowed  to  nurse,  from  the 
sad  consequences  produced  upon  the  infant.     This  circumstance  gene- 


424  Amputation  at  the  Shoulder  Joint. 

rally  depends  upon  disorder  of  the  general  health  of  a  protracted  kind  ; 
and  it  is  obviated  by  proper  and  persevering  efforts  to  restore  the  func- 
tions to  their  nalural  state. 

It  may  be  necessary  for  the  infant  to  be  fed  or  to  have  another  nurse, 
if  these  precautions  were  not  enforced  before  the  approach  of  confine- 
ment;  for  time  is  required  to  subdue  the  disorder,  and  change  the  se- 
cretions. But  if  there  be  space  for  effecting  the  due  changes,  the  plans 
which  have  been  already  recommended  for  restoring  the  general  health 
of  the  parent  will  always  succeed  in  enabling  her  to  nurse  without  dis- 
ordering her  infant. 

1  now  conclude  my  observations  on  puerperal  diseases — the  most 
anxious  of  all  cases.  What  I  have  stated  I  have  learnt  in  actual  prac- 
tice. Treasure  up  the  remarks  I  have  made,  and  try  their  force  and 
truth  when  you  enter  into  practice  for  yourselves,  and  to  each  of  you 
allow  me  to  express  the  sentiment  contained  in  these  well-known  lines, 

"  Si  quid  novisti  rectius  istis, 
Candidus  imperii,  si  non  his  utere  niecum." 


AMPUTATION   AT   THE  SHOULDER  JOINT. 

The  following  case   is  numbered  2152,  in  the  fourth  quarterly  report  of 
the  Ophthalmic  Hospital  at  Canton. 

Absorption  of  the  os  humeri  and  enlargement  of  the  arm.  Po 
Ashing,  aged  23,  entered  the  hospital  on  the  3d  of  November.  Six 
years  since,  he  fell  from  a  house  and  broke  the  humerus  of  the  left  arm, 
half  way  from  the  elbow  to  the  shoulder,  the  lower  shoulder  passing 
upwards  and  backwards.  Union  so  far  took  place  as  to  render  the  arm 
serviceable,  till  six  months  since,  in  a  crowd  at  a 'sing  song,'  it  was 
again  broken.  From  that  time,  according  to  his  statement,  the  arm 
gradually  became  larger  till  it  had  attained  its  present  enormous  size. 
Besides  being  painful,  the  weight  of  it  drew  him  quite  one  side  ;  at 
several  places  it  seemed  ready  to  burst ;  the  skin  was  bright  and  glisten- 
ing, and  the  veins  passing  over  it  were  numerous  and  much  enlarged. 
There  was  no  doubt  of  its  containing  fluid,  and  though  no  pulsation 
could  be  felt,  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  tumor  might 
be  of  an  aneurismal  nature.  November  14th,  assisted  by  Messrs. 
Cox,  Cullen,  Jardine,  and  Bonsall,  I  punctured  the  arm,  supposing 
that  possibly  it  might  contain  pus,  and  that  the  necessity  of  amputa- 
tion might  be  avoided  ;  yet  prepared,  if  disappointed  in  this,  to  remove 
the  arm.  On  opening  the  abscess,  a  dark -greenish  fluid  escaped,  with 
considerable  force,  but  soon  became  darker  and  more  bloody.  Sixteen 
ounces  were  first  discharged,  but  the  character  of  the  fluid  was  not  de- 
cisive. In  the  hope  that  the  blood  was  from  some  small  vein  divided  by 
the  incision,  and  that  there  was  deep-seated  pus,  the  lancet  was  re-en- 
tered nearly  its  whole  length  ;  but  the  same  discharge  continued  with  a 
greater  proportion  of  venous  blood  :  thirty-two  ounces,  in  all,  were 
discharged,  and  the  aperture  closed.     All  were  agreed  that  the  only 
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chance  of  life  was  in  the  removal  of  the  arm  ;  but  the  exhaustion  of 
the  patient  and  absence  of  his  father  inckiced  us  to  postpone  the  opera- 
tion till  the  next  day,  unless  subsequent  symptoms  forbade.  At  3 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  it  appeared  that  the  tumor,  which  had  been  diminished 
by  opening  it,  had  attained  more  than  its  former  size,  and  supposing  that 
the  vein  which  had  been  opened  was  einptying  itself  into  the  tufnor, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  safe  delay,  t|je  operation  would  have  been 
performed  immediately  but  for  the  absence  of  the  patient's  friends. 
The  next  morning  (November  15th),  the  circumference  was  still  but 
thirty  inches  ;  the  integument  having  reached  its  maximum  of  disten- 
tion, it  appeared  as  though  the  fluid  was  insinuating  itself  beneath  the 
integument  about  the  shoulder  joint,  increasing  the  difficulty  and  hazard 
of  the  amputation.  It  proved,  however,  to  be  mere  tumefaction.  The 
father  and  friends  of  the  patient  had  come,  and  given  the  agreement 
usual  in  cases  liable  to  fatal  terminations  ;  and  the  patient  had  recovered 
very  much  from  his  previous  exhaustion. 

At  11,  A.  M.,  the  gentlemen  present  the  preceding  day  were  ready, 
and  all  things  were  prepared  for  the  amputation.  The  patient  was 
seated  in  a  chair  supported  around  the  waist  by  a  sheet ;  the  tourniquet 
was  applied,  also  the  subclavian  artery  secured  by  an  assistant  ;  a  single 
flap  was  formed,  as  recommended  by  Liston,  the  extent  of  the  disease 
not  admitting  the  use  of  the  catlin  as  practised  by  Cooper.  With  a 
large  scalpel,  two  incisions  were  made  commencing  on  either  side 
of  the  acromion  process,  and  meetinc:  at  the  origin  of  the  deltoid 
muscle,  which  was  immediately  dissected  up  ;  the  capsular  ligament 
divided,  the  head  of  the  humerus  turned  out  of  the  socket,  and  another 
stroke  of  the  knife  upwards  dissevered  the  arm  from  the  body.  A  gush 
of  blood  pointed  out  the  axillary  artery,  which  was  readily  secured.  The 
time  did  not  exceed  a  minute  from  the  application  of  the  scalpel  till  the 
arm  was  laid  upon  the  floor ;  the  patient  was  then  put  upon  a  bed,  and 
the  pressure  upon  the  artery  removed.  An  excellent  flap  was  formed, 
and  dressings  were  applied  as  usual.  Afterwards  the  patient  threw  up 
the  brandy  and  water  and  other  medicines. 

The  best  representation  of  the  arm  after  amputation,  so  far  as  shape  is 
concerned,  is  that  of  a  large  hani  of  bacon.  It  weighed  sixteen  catties, 
equal  to  24  pounds.  Opening  the  arm  at  the  place  where  it  was 
punctured  the  preceding  day,  a  dark  cofl^ee-colored  fluid  gushed  out. 
There  were  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  coagulated  blood  in  the  cavity  first 
opened,  which  was  bounded  by  a  cyst  that  formed  the  walls  of  others. 
It  resembled  serous  membrane.  Opening  other  cavities,  there  was  a 
similar  discharge  and  a  quantity  of  matter  resembling  putrid  crassamen- 
tum,  of  a  light  and  purplish  color,  or  like  the  disorganized  limgs  of  per- 
sons who  have  dicfl  of  pulmonary  consumption.  Some  of  the  cysts 
contained  nearly  half  a  pint  of  fluid,  &,c.  Traced  the  brachial  artery 
from  the  axilla  to  the  forearm,  and  also  the  veins.  The  artery  was 
very  small,  about  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  its  coals  thin; 
veins  also  small.  The  radial  nerve  was  considerably  enlarged.  The 
bone  was  entirely  absorbed,  except  an  inch  of  each  extrefuitv.  From 
these  small  portions  a  few  spicula  of  bones  projected.     At  the  head  of 
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the  humerus  it  appeared,  till  we  discovered  the  absorption  of  the  whole 
bone,  as  il  nature  had  formed  a  new  joint  with  the  glenoid  cavity  within 
the  head  of  the  humerus.  There  were  points  of  osseous  matter,  but 
the  cysts  collectively  were  surrounded  on  the  inside  and  back  of  the 
arm  by  a  firm  cartilaginous  wall  like  the  brisket  of  an  ox,  with  tendinous 
fibres  passing  in  every  direction  like  the  cuily  maple.  The  muscles 
were  much  diseased,  and  their  tendons  lost  in  the  mass  of  cartilage, 
which,  near  the  elbow,  was  three  or  four  inches  in  thickness.  From 
the  elbow  downward,  the  muscles  were  perfect.  The  forearm  was 
oedematous,  and  considerable  adipose  substance  was  found  under  the 
integument.  All  who  were  present  pronounced  the  case  the  most  re- 
markable they  had  ever  seen.  The  patient  is  the  first  Chinese,  so  far 
as  1  know,  who  has  ever  voluntarily  submitted  to  the  an)puiaiion  of 
a  limb. 

At  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  patient  having  awoke  from  sleep,  asked  what 
he  might  eat.  Congee  was  given.  The  expression  of  his  countenance 
was  good  ;  he  spoke  with  a  natural  voice,  complained  of  cold,  though 
his  body  was  of  a  good  temperature,  the  skin  feeling  natural,  with  a 
gentle  perspiration  upon  the  forehead.  Not  much  oozing  from  the 
wound,  but  little  pain,  and  he  was  quiet;  his  pulse  was  126.  With 
a  friend,  Mr.  H.,  I  watched  all  night  with  the  patient.  At  1  o'clock 
next  morning  he  wished  to  know  if  he  might  eat  chicken.  He  occa- 
sionally started  in  his  sleep,  and  when  awake,  spoke  of  his  arm  as  if 
it  were  still  on.  From  four  till  five  o'clock,  he  slept  quietly,  and  made 
no  complaint  of  pain,  though  there  were  some  febrile  symptoms,  and  his 
tongue  was  white  and  the  skin  dry.  At  six  o'clock  sponged  his  body, 
and  gave  an  ounce  of  castor  oil.  Pulse  from  4  o'clock,  110;  bowels 
were  moved  during  the  day,  and  all  the  symptoms  became  more  favora- 
ble. On  the  I8tli,  the  wound  was  dressed  and  found  to  be  united, 
by  the  first  in'lention,  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the  incisions.  INlost 
of  the  sutures  were  removed.  On  the  2 1st,  the  dressings  were  changed 
again,  and  the  remaining  sutures  slipped,  and  the  wound  had  the  most 
healthy  appearance.  Patient  walks  his  room,  his  general  health  is  good, 
and  his  strength  fast  restoring.  His  gratitude,  and  that  of  his  father, 
seem  deep  and  sincere. 
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[CommuHicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 
"  EXTREMES    AKE    DANGEROUS." 

Of  the  extremes  to  be  avoided,  we  will  now  mention  the  miasms  of 
vegetable  and  animal  matter.  Our  object,  more  particularly,  will  be  to 
point  out  the  means  of  avoiding  the  marsh  poison.  Much  has  been 
written  and  said  upon  the  nature  of  this  poison  and  the  way  il  first  at- 
tacks the  system,  but  it  seems  to  very  little  purpose.  Some  seem  to 
imagine,  or  believe,  that  if  they  could  ascertain  exactly  the  nature  of 
this  enemy,  they  could  obtain  an  easy  victory  over  him.  But  the  de- 
tails of  every  new  experiment  upon  the  nature  of  this  poison  serve  only 
to  confirm  us  la  the  belief,  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  it  in  a  separate 
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state,  or  detach  it  from  its  affinities,  so  as  to  examine  it  singly  and  satis- 
factorily ;  and  it  will  in  all  probability  elude  forever  the  researches  of 
the  most  careful  and  the  most  scrutinizing.  It  may  be  said  to  evapo- 
rate, expand,  or  fly  off  in  the  process,  or  combine  by  affinity  with  some 
peculiar  associate,  so  as  to  assume  a  very  difleient  character.  Its  re- 
semblance to  other  poisonous  gases,  we  know  only  from  its  effects  ; 
but  this  is  all  we  need  to  know,  in  order  to  guard  against  it. 

Malaria  are  the  product  of  animal  and  vegetable  putrefaction  or  de- 
composition. "That  all  vegetables,"  says  a  late  writer,  "contain 
water,  will  not  be  denied  ;  and  that  all  water  contains  animals,  may  be 
proved  by  the  hydro-oxygen  microscope.  Tliere  is  no  putrefaction 
without  water,  and  therefore  none  in  which  animals  are  not  involved." 
"  One  sixth  of  the  driest  and  hardest  wood,"  says  Dr.  Good,  "is  wa- 
ter." We  are  disposed,  however,  to  commit  this  subject  to  the  wire- 
dravvins;  genius  of  a  professor  at  the  West,*  and  to  some  others  inferior 
to  him  in  point  of  talent,  vi'hilst  we  go  on  to  apprise  the  reader  of  those 
precautions  which  he  would  do  well  to  take  against  this  enemy. 

Habits  of  uncleanliness  are  to  be  avoided.  Nothing  is  more  rea- 
sonable than  to  suppose  that  a  habit  of  uncleanliness  will  prepare  the 
system  for  the  reception  of  marsh  poison,  as  well  as  render  it  liable  to 
many  other  diseases. f  The  pores  of  the  skin  in  any  part  of  the  body 
(although  the  amount  of  perspiration  in  every  part  is  not  the  same) 
will  not  endtire  to  be  checked  with  safety,  and  especially  if  it  be  done 
habitually.  The  capillaries  of  the  skin  being  disturbed  or  disordered  to 
any  considerable  extent,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  of  the  disorder  being 
proi)agated  to  some  vital  organ.  There  seems,  for  instance,  to  be  a 
peculiar  sympathy  existing  between  the  liver  and  the  skin  ;  and  it  is 
admitted  by  most  persons  who  treat  upon  the  subject,  that  the  maisli 
poison  may  enter  the  pores  of  the  skin  and  thus  nffect  the  liver.  It  is 
also  thought  that  it  may  reach  the  nerves,  as  well  as  the  inner  surfiice  of 
the  lungs. 

It  is  not  our  design  lo  occupy  much  of  the  reader's  attention  with 
remarks  upon  the  importance  or  necessity  of  frequent  ablutions  in  warm 
climates  and  in  the  warmer  months,  nor  shall  we  think  it  necessary 
to  insist  much  upon  tlie  virtues  of  the  cold  or  the  warm  bath  ;  whilst 
we  would  caution  him  particularly  against  the  use  of  any  apparel  that 
promotes  the  accuuiulation  of  fihh  in  the  pores  of  the  skin,  arul  also 
against  the  tendency  of  certain  mechanical  trades  which  are  often  ac- 
companied with  an  accumulation  of  filth.  The  wearing  of  flannel,  un- 
less it  be  frequently  changed  (altliouiih  it  must  ahv;n  s  be  put  on  per- 
fectly dry),  may  inflict  a  greater  and  moie  extensive  injurv,  than  its 
entire  disuse.  Fhinnel  ab'jorbs  and  retains  the  matter  of  perspiration 
in  a  state   far  less   injmious  tlian   linen  ;  but   without   beins;  frequently 

*  V\'e  allude  lo  Dr.  Cal<hvell's  notion  of  rtissoliiiion,  as  diflVriiii!  Croni  the  deroinposition  of  vece- 
tahle  matter,  and  also  lo  a  controversy  which  he  promoted  for  some  time  in  relation  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  foreign  snhstances  into  the  circulation. 

f  "  A  scinpiilons  attention  to  cleanliness,"  says  an  Enslish  Journal,  "  is  amnnt!  the  surest  means 
of  restorinc  liealth  lo  those  -.vho  are  sick,  and  securing  it  to  those  who  are  well."  •'  A  Frenrhman 
in  the  middling  ranks  of  life,"  says  one,  "often  iiuls  on  a  dirty  shirt  over  a  clean  skin  ;  but  an 
Englishman,  of  the  same  condition,  still  oftener  puts  on  a  clean  shirt  over  a  dirty  skin."  As  sarcas- 
tic as  this  may  appear,  we  are  disposed  to  apply  the  same  remark  to  nine  tenths  of  the  laboring  class 
iaour  own  country,  and  to  this  source  we  attribute  tbe  prevalence  of  many  complaints  amons  them, 
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changed,  such  an  accumulation  takes  place  as  is  likely  to  block  up  or 
lock  up  the  very  doors  of  the  skin.  It  is  foreign  to  our  design  to  make 
out  a  moral  lecture  upon  clothing,  and  yet  we  are  constrained  to  drop  a 
hint  or  two  on  economy  in  dress.  We  are  bound  to  confess,  however, 
that  we  believe  it  strictly  economical  and  healthful  for  both  sexes  to 
clothe  themselves  with  that  apparel  which  the  seasons  dictate,  and  the 
circumstances  of  people  will  admit.  We  are  also  disposed  to  think  that 
the  peculiar  texture  of  cloth  that  is  worn,  is  not  a  matter  of  so  much 
consequence,  as  it  is  to  avoid  the  frequent  and  sudden  changing  of  ap- 
parel, and  the  practice  of  wearing  too  much  or  too  little.  Many  of  our 
amiable  country-women,  it  is  believed,  have  experienced  an  entire  over- 
throw of  good  health  and  a  good  constitution,  and  we  had  almost  said  a 
good  character,  by  adopting  the  thin  dress  of  fashion,  and  then  venturing 
upon  the  midnight  air.  On  the  other  hand,  many  a  young  man  of 
promise  among  us  has  incurred  an  unfortunate  delicacy  of  health  by  the 
mere  circumstance  of  occasionally  wearing  too  much  clothing.  We  are 
sensible  that  habit  has  great  influence,  but  we  think  that  experience  has 
long  since  dictated  an  invariable  rule  for  the  colder  season,  and  that  is, 
for  every  one  to  make  use  of  just  what  clothing  is  necessary  in  order  to 
be  comfortably  warm.  No  one  in  his  senses  would  be  apt  to  wear  too 
much  apparel  in  the  hot  season.  Cold  is  the  insidious  enemy  that  all 
should  guard  against ;  and  we  need  only  repeat,  that  the  hands  and  feet 
should  be  carefully  protected  from  its  influence.  It  is  by  way  of  this 
enemy  to  healih,  that  wet  clothes  are  so  injurious.  In  respect  to  this 
matter,  however,  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  oppose  the  practice  of 
immediately  throwing  them  off,  and  yet  we  are  of  the  opinion  the 
sooner  it  is  done  the  better,  proviiled  an  adequate  quantity  of  dry  cloth- 
ing is  assumed  in  its  stead. 

Returning  to  the  subject  with  which  we  commenced  in  this  essay,  we 
would  observe  that  the  marsh  poison  may  be  guarded  against  in  a  good 
degree  by  the  following  precautions  ;  to  wit,  withdraw  immediately 
from  the  sickly  region,  if  possible — uniformly  live  and  sleep  in  upper 
rooms,  well  ventilated,  during  the  sickly  season — avoid  the  night  air — 
drain  and  cultivate  marshy  grounds — and  take  care  to  leave  every  tree 
intervening  beticeen  the  marsh  and  the  dwelling  house,  unmolested. 
During  the  fatal  fever  that  prevailed  in  Natchez  in  IS'2'2,  when  not  more 
than  two  hundred  souls  could  be  found  (in  a  city  characterized,  at  that 
time,  by  a  population  of  four  thousand),  and  they  upon  the  skirts,  one 
family  remained  in  the  city  and  escaped  the  disease.  In  answer  to  the 
question  whether  any  precautions  were  taken  by  the  family,  it  was  said, 
that  they  all  lived  and  slept  in  nn  upper  room.  The  night  air,  in  cities 
and  towns  with  a  dense  population,  is  peculiarly  poisonous. 

We  shall  now  conclude  this  essay,  by  briefly  remarking  upon  the  evil 
of  indulging  in  low  spirits  and  melancholy.  This  is  an  extreme  that 
may  be  spoken  of  as  not  being  subject  to  the  control  of  every  one, 
owing,  as  it  is  thought,  to  some  constitutional  defect.  It  may  arise,  how- 
ever, from  a  mere  want  of  resolution,  and  a  culpable  proneness  to  look 
only  at  the  dark  side  of  things.  Disease,  it  is  true,  may  so  far  enfeeble 
the  system,  as  to  destroy  all  resolution,  and  banish  the  virtue  of  firmness 
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entirely.  But  it  is  surprising  to  see  liovv  much  can  be  done  to  alleviate 
or  modify  this  peculiar  state  of  mind.  The  kind  offices  of  a  friend,  a 
nurse,  or  a  physician,  will  do  much  towards  dissipating  the  evil.  The 
advice  and  the  efforts  of  the  excellent  Rush  (in  which  we  were  per- 
sonally concerned)  is  fresh  in  our  remembrance.  Whilst  lying  under 
the  power  of  a  most  depressing  fever,  he  advised  and  urged  us  to  do 
our  utmost  to  keep  iqj  our  spirits,  and  not  yield  to  our  situation.  It 
was  his  practice,  at  every  visit,  to  relate  some  interesting  anecdote,  with 
a  view  to  strengthen  his  advice.  The  effect  upon  the  mind  was  so  great 
or  so  absorbing,  that  we  have  more  than  once  been  compelled  to  say, 
that  his  endeavors  in  that  line  were  of  more  service  than  his  medicine. 
Kindness  and  complacency  are  virtues  of  a  superior  cast,  and  can  never 
fail  to  produce  the  happiest  effects  upon  all,  whether  well  or  ill.  The 
low-spirited  invalid,  the  melancholic  misanthrope,  and  the  insane,  de- 
mand nothing  so  much  at  our  hands  as  proper  attentions  and  constant 
kindness.  The  man  who  would  rudely  jeer  or  insult  either  of  these 
characters,  deserves  neither  to  be  trusted,  nor  to  be  tolerated  in  good 
society.  We  shall  not  enter  info  a  detail  of  the  various  methods  of 
alleviating  the  depression  of  a  sick  man,  as  it  is  certain  that  a  judicious 
friend  will  adopt  none  but  judicious  means,  and  only  such  as  circumstan- 
ces afford.  "In  favor  of  the  influence  of  music  upon  melancholy  or  low 
spirits,"  says  one,  "  we  have  the  testimony  of  all  antiquity,  along  with 
the  effect  produced  upon  the  gloomy  distemper  of  the  perverse  n)ind  of 
5'aw/."  But  it  is  not  every  kind  of  music,  vocal  or  instrumental,  that 
will  produce  the  desired  effect,  nor  will  music  of  any  kind  prevail  at  all 
times  and  in  all  seasons. 


NEW   HAVEN    MEDICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — In  the  19th  No.  of  the  "Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal," 
you  have  a  notice  of  the  compliment  paid  Drs.  Jackson  and  Warren,  in 
which  reference  is  made  to  the  Boston  Medical  Association  as  having 
been  the  cause  of  "  unparalelled  harmony,  good  will,  charity,"  he, 
among  the  members  of  the  profession,  and  also  to  the  lengthened  time 
of  its  continuance.  For  the  "  New  Haven  Medical  Association,"  I 
must  claim  a  greater  age  and  not  less  harmony,  good  will,  mutual  aid, 
confidence  and  forbearance.  If  you  think  best  to  publish  the  following 
statement,  as  another  evidence  of  the  benefits  of  such  associations,  it  is 
at  your  service.  Respectfully  yours,  &,c.         B. 

New  Haven,  Ct.,  Jan.,  1839. 

Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  New  Haven  Medical  Association, 
the  physicians  of  the  town  were  in  habits  of  occasional  social  meetings, 
without  a  constitution,  or  written  professional  laws,  in  1784  they  origi- 
nated the  "  Medical  Society  of  New  Haven  County,"  which  is  now 
merged  in  the  Connecticut  Med.  Society,  "  plighting  to  each  other  our 
honor  for  the  strict  observance  of  all  such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted 
by  the  majority  of  said  Society,  formed  for  the  following  important  pur- 
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poses,  viz.  :  1st.  To  lay  a  proper  foundation  for  tfiat  unanimity  and 
friendship,  which  are  essentia!  to  the  dignity  and  usefuhiess  of  the  pro- 
fession." To  communicate  discoveries,  to  make  accurate  observations 
on  the  chmate,  diseases,  &;c.  &.c. 

The  New  Haven  Medical  Association  was  formed  in  January,  1803, 
by  ten  physicians  then  practising  in  the  town,  by  the  adoption  of  a  con- 
stitution and  code  of  laws,  and  has  continued  in  existence  to  the  present 
time.  Every  practitioner  of  rej^pectabijity,  on  settling  in  the  town  since 
its  formation,  has  become  a  member,  and  continued  attachment  to  the 
institution  has  been  almost  universal. 

Two  of  the  first  members  of  the  Association  still  survive,  viz.,  Drs. 
Eli  Ives  and  John  Skinner.  Of  the  eminent  men  who  have  favored 
the  association  with  their  attachment  and  attendance,  so  long  as  health 
or  life  continued,  may  be  mentioned  Dr.  ^neas  iMonson,  Dr.  Levi  Ives, 
Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Hubbard.  Indeed  the  last  was 
regular  at  the  meetings  during  the  last  year  of  his  life,  when  prevented, 
by  infirtnity,  from  attending  to  his  oidiiiary  professional  business. 

The  meetings  are  held  every  fortnii^ht  at  the  house  of  one  of  the 
members,  the  oldest  present  at  the  opening  being  chairman.  Each 
member  is  called  upon  for  the  statement  of  cases,  either  as  remarkable 
or  for  consultation  and  advice.  So  freely  are  rases  stated,  that  where 
there  has  been  error  in  treatment,  no  hesitation  is  felt  in  mentioning  it 
for  the  instruction  of  others.  Candor  prevails  in  the  discussion  of  all 
topics,  which  is  conducted  with  that  confidence  and  kindness  which 
assures  to  the  youngest  not  reproof  but  encouragement ;  and  offence 
rarely  occurs.  There  is  then  usually  discussed  a  subject  previously  se- 
lected ;  or  occasionally  each  member,  in  turn,  reads  a  dissertation,  which 
elicits  further  discussion.  Contract  is  made  by  the  Association  for  at- 
tendance at  the  Alms  House  on  the  poor  of  the  town,  and  the  time 
apportioned  by  lot.  The  bill  of  mortality  of  the  town,  with  the  causes 
of  decease,  is  also  here  made  out.  But  few  cases  of  discipline  are  upon 
the  records,  and  they  occurred  at  an  early  date.  It  is  the  duty  of  each 
luember  to  record  any  deviation  from  the  code  of  medical  ethics  which 
may  come  imder  his  cognizance.  Cases  of  this  kind  have  been  few, 
and  in  all  instances  they  have  been  har(uoniously  and  readily  adjusted  ; 
and  if  misunderstanding  has  occurred,  it  has  been  soon  obliterated. 

Well  were  it  for  our  professional  honor,  and  the  |)ublic  interests,  could 
equal  harmony,  good  understanding  and  desire  of  mutual  benefit,  every- 
wliere  prevail  among  tnedical  men. 


BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
BOSTON.      FEBRUARY    6,    18^9. 


MEDICAL  SCHOOL   OF   THE    UNIVERSITY   OF   NEW   YORK. 

The  foUowintj  professors  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  the  city  of  New  ^^ork,  have  resigned  their  respective  trusts  :  Mar- 
tyn  Paine,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and    Practice  of  Medicine  ; 
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Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  find 
Medical  Jurisprudence  ;  Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Ob- 
stetrics, and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  ;  Alfred  C.  Post, 
M.D.,  Adjunct  Professor  of  iXnatomy  ;  A.  Sidney  Doane,  M.D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  Physiology  ;  J.  C.  Beales,  M.D.,  Professor  nf  Operative  Sur- 
gery and  Surgical  Anatomy  ;  Caleb  Ticknor,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Hy- 
giene ;  John  Watson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  ;  J.  Augus 
McVickar,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Midwifery  ;  James  A.  Wash- 
ington, M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

We  are  almost  out  of  patience  in  trying  to  keep  pace  with  the  ap- 
pointments and  resignations  in  this  intended  mammoth  of  learning.  Only 
three  weeks  ago  we  published  a  flattering  account  of  the  prospects  of 
the  medical  department,  from  a  correspondent,  in  which  the  unction  of 
praise  was  liberally  bestowed  upon  the  above  defunct  faculty — and  we 
still  feel  that  they  were  and  are  individually  entitled  to  high  considera- 
tion as  men,  and  teachers  of  their  profession.  But  here  they  are  again, 
thrown  into  the  ranks  from  whence  they  were  taken — and  so  the  Univer- 
sity must  go  to  work  and  elaborate  anrdher  batch  of  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary professors.  About  all  the  Council  has  ever  done,  since  the 
first  day  of  its  organization,  has  been  to  make  and  unmake  faculties. 

Just  as  the  foregoing  remarks  were  written,  we  were  favored  with  the 
following  exposition  of  facts  from  the  Medical  Examiner,  and  therefore 
introduce  it  without  further  apology. 

"  The  cause  of  this  simultaneous  resignation  will  be  learned  from  the 
following  statement  :  The  University  is  greatly  in  debt,  and  the  Council 
wished  to  make  of  the  Medical  School  a  sort  of  sinking  fund.  The  first 
demand  they  made,  was  that  the  Medical  Faculty  should  raise  ^25,000  on 
account  of  the  University.  This  the  latter  at  once  refused.  It  was 
then  agreed  that  the  faculty  should  pay  $2,000  a  year  for  certain  rooms 
in  the  University  building,  the  Council  to  make  the  necessary  alterations. 
This  agreement  was  subsequently  so  modified  that  the  Faculty  them- 
selves were  to  make  the  alterations,  and  have  the  rooms  for  four  years  at 
the  rate  of  |i  1,500  a  year. 

"  Everything  seemed  satisfactorily  arranged,  when  lo  !  the  Council 
passed  a  resolution  that  for  every  pupil  in  attendance  above  a  hundred, 
the  Medical  Faculty  should  pay  as  rent  $12  a  year  extra,  and  that  all 
matriculation  and  graduation  fees  should  be  paid  to  the  University  fund 
and  not  to  the  Medical  Faculty.  So  that  on  the  supposition  of  there 
being  200  pupils  in  attendance,  the  University  would  have  received 
from  the  College — 

For  rent, $2,000 

For  students  above  one  hundred,       -  -  -  1,200 

For  matriculation  fees,  -  -  -  1,000 

For  graduation  fees,  supposing  all  to  graduate  who 

matriculated,  -  _  .  .  2,500 


Total,  ....         $6,700 

"  And  this  without  being  at  the  slightest  outlay,  or  running  the 
slightest  risk. 

"  On  learning  this  demand,  the  professors  immediately  sent  in  their 
resignations,  which  were  not  given  in  to  the  Council,  however,  the  pro- 
fessors being  privately  assured  that  that  body  would  not  persist  in  its  de- 
mand.    But  the  Council,  on  meeting,  determined  not  to  recede,  on  which 
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the  professors  simultaneously  and  unanimously  resigned,  for  doing  which 
tlicy  deserve  and  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  profession. 

"  We  must,  notwithstanding  this,  have  a  good  and  efficient  medical 
school  in  this  our  city,  and  we  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Columbia  College,  whether  this  be  not  the  appointed  time  for 
giving  effect  to  that  part  of  their  charter  which  confers  on  them  the 
right  to  grant  medical  diplomas.  Their  funds  are  most  ample,  and  no 
time  could  be  more  favorable  to  success.  We  hope  they  will  not  allow 
it  to  pass  unimproved. 


Medical  Missionary  Sociely  of  China. — In  giving  a  second  notice  of 
this  admirably  devised  institution,  we  are  desirous  of  circulating  the  in- 
telli"fence  far  and  wide,  that  philanthropically-disposed  physicans  of  this 
country  may  have  an  opportunity  of  exercising  their  benevolence, 
either  by  transmitting  such  articles  as  would  be  acceptable  in  a  hospital, 
or  engaging  themselves,  personally,  in  the  Christian  labor  of  relieving 
the  physical  sufferings  of  the  Chinese.  As  a  people  they  place  implicit 
confidence  in  the  opinions  and  prescriptions  of  the  European  and  Ameri- 
can physicians,  and  as  they  alone  are  enabled  to  gain  access  to  the  higher 
classes  of  society,  it  is  through  them  only  that  the  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity can  successfully  be  introduced  into  that  immense  empire  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  millions  of  souls. 

As  all  those  who  practise  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  neither 
ask  nor  receive  compensation  for  their  services,  the  impression  made  on 
the  minds  of  the  multitude  of  applicants  for  medical  advice,  is  of  the 
most  favorable  character.  No  plan  of  intercourse  with  that  singular 
race  of  exclusives  has  ever  been  devised,  which  promises  so  well  for  the 
future,  as  the  introduction  of  upright,  skilful  surgeons  and  physicians. 
It  is  not  impossible  but  that  through  their  agency,  within  fifty  years,  the 
old  barriers  of  prejudice  against  foreigners  will  be  wholly  broken  down  ; 
and  China,  when  once  open  to  the  free  ingress  of  civilized  man,  may 
yet  be  distinguished  for  her  advancement  in  science  and  in  practical 
Christianity. 

As  opportunity  occurs  we  shall  continue  the  republication  of  extraor- 
dinary surgical  cases  from  the  printed  reports  of  the  0|)htlialmic  Hos- 
pital, which  were  published  at  Canton,  as  the  surest  method  of  showing 
to  the  reader  the  wisdom  of  the  original  founders  of  the  hospital,  ia  un- 
dertaking the  Herculean  task  of  building  up  an  extensive  charity  in  a 
country  where  selfishness  is  the  predominant  characteristic  of  the  nation. 
Should  any  gentleman  feel  desirous  of  offering  himself  to  the  directors 
as  an  operator — and  many  are  wanted — he  would  be  furnished  with  all 
the  letters  and  necessary  documents,  on  making  application  at  this  office. 


Dr.  Parsom'n  Prize  Dis.fertalions. — Messrs.  Little  &  Brown  have  pub- 
lished a  remnrkably  neat  volume  of  218  octavo  pages,  entitled  "Bovls- 
TON  Prize  Di.sskrtations,"  on,  1st,  Inflummaiion  of  Ike  Periosteum  ; 
2d,  Enenrcsiii  Irrilala  ;  ."Bd,  Culaneom  Diseases  ;  4th,  Cancer  of  the 
Breast  ;  also.  Remarks  on  Miliaria,  by  Usher  Parsons,  M.D.,  Sic,  of 
Providence,  now  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Rhode  Islatid. 
The  profession  will  be  griitified  with  the  respectable  shape  given  to  these 
important  papers.  Dr.  Par.sons  is  so  well  known  in  the  annals  of  medi- 
cal literature,  that  it  is  almost  needless  to  present  the  permanent  claims 
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of  the  work  to  a  place  in  the  libraries  of  all  our  New-England  practi- 
tioners. Had  not  large  drafts,  for  the  Journal,  been  made  already  upon 
several  of  the  essays  constituting  a  good  portion  of  the  book,  we  should 
have  presumed  to  extract  pretty  liberally.  As  it  is,  we  strongly  recom- 
mend the  author's  writings  to  the  favor  of  physicians  everywhere,  and 
may  ourselves,  hereafter,  venture  to  take  an  occasional  page  on  ac- 
count of  its  intrinsic  merit. 


Dr.  KnighVs  Lecture. — We  have  received  the  introductory  lecture  to 
the  present  course  of  medical  lectures  in  Yale  College,  by  J.  Knight, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  As  Dr. 
Knight  is  no  stranger  to  the  public,  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  more,  at  pre- 
sent, than  that  he  has  given  an  interesting  historical  sketch  of  the  medi- 
cal school  of  New  Haven,  with  biographical  notices  of  the  eminent 
men  who  have  been  connected  with  it.  It  being  our  intention,  soon,  to 
devote  a  page  or  two  to  that  school,  it  will  afTord  an  opportunity  for  giv- 
ing the  reader  a  further  notice  of  this  discourse. 


Dr.  Reeseh  Lecture. — There  is  barely  space  to  acknowledge  the 
reception  of  this  beautifully  printed  pamphlet  of  38  pages,  being  an  In- 
troductory Lecture  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, January  2,  1839,  by  David  M.  Reese,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Physic,  Sec. — published  by  the  request  of  the  class. 


Dr.  Fletcher's  Double  Truss. — The  cut  below  is  like  the  one  previously 
given,  with  the  exception  of  the  covering,  which  will  require  but  little 
explanation. 


A,  the  rotary  wheel  on  the  under  side.  B,  a  small  screw  by  which 
the  rotary  wheel  is  made  fast.  C,  a  short  steel  spring  connecting  the 
pad  to  the  rotary  wheel.  D,  the  pad,  which  is  convex  on  the  under  side. 
E,  a  brass  nut,  holding  the  brass,  the  spring,  and  covering  together.  F, 
a  screw,  by  means  of  which  the  pressure  upon  the  pad  is  increased.  H, 
a  cushion  or  soft  pad  about  six  inches  in  length  ;  this  covers  the  space 
between  the  ends  of  the  covering,  and  allows  the  spring  to  be  length- 
ened from  one  inch  to  five  inches,  as  may  be  requisite.  It  serves  the 
place  of  two  small  pads,  which  are  often  put  on  to  relieve  the  pressure 
over  the  prominence  on  the  sacrum.     This  is  fastened  by  several  small 


434  Medical  Intelligence. 

hooks  and  eyes  on  the  back  side,  making  a  neat  finish,  and  occupying 
little  space.  O,  the  loops  on  the  ends  of  the  strap,  which  are  put  on  to 
the  hrass  nuts  at  E.  In  the  centre  of  this  strap  is  a  small  stud,'i)y  which 
the  strap  may  be  taken  up  or  let  out,  in  order  to  tit  the  wearer  ;  and 
when  the  instrument  is  to  be  removed,  take  ofl'  one  loop. 


Medical  Socielij  of  jyiissouri. — The  Medical  Society  of  Missouri  was 
incorporated  January  2.5th,  1837.  The  meetings  of  the  Society  are 
known  and  designated  as  annual,  regular  and  special.  Its  officers  are  a 
President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a 
Corresponding  Secretary — there  are  also  two  Standing  Committees,  to 
wit,  a  Committee  on  Elections,  and  a  Committee  on  Publications.  The 
officers  elected  fur  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
were,  Prisidenf,  Dr.  Hardage  Lane  ;    Vice  President,  Dr.  George  Engel- 

mann  ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  E.  H.  McCal)e  ;  Recording  Secretarij,  Dr.  ; 

Corresponding  Sccrctanj,  Dr.  H.  B.  Brown.  The  annual  meetings  of 
the  Society  are  held  on  the  day  of  the  regular  meeting  in  January.  The 
regular  meetings  are  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  every  month.  A  special 
meeting  may  be  convened  at  any  time  by  the  President,  or  by  five  senior 
members,  provided  due  notice  thereof  sliall  have  been  previously  given. 


Morlnliiij  in  the  TVtst  Indies. — A  report  from  a  British  medical  officer, 
attached  to  the  army,  has  been  lately  published  in  England,  and  has 
elicited  some  startling  facts  relative  to  the  mortality  of  the  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  West  India  Islands.  By  this  report  it  appears  that  in  30 
years,  (nore  than  30,000  soldiers  have  perished  by  the  yellow  fever  and 
other  e[)idemics  [)eculiar  to  these  islands.  Consequently,  in  this  short 
space  of  time  more  than  four  times  the  whole  force  has  been  cut  off  by 
disease  alone,  and  the  average  duration  of  every  soldier's  life  has  been 
only  seven  years  and  a  half. 


On  some  objections  made  to  the  performance  of  Extraction  in  Cataract. — 
1st.  Abstractedly  considered,  no  particidar  operation  for  cataract  is  su- 
perior to  another,  because  the  forms  which  the  disease  assumes  are  so 
essentially  different,  and  its  complications  with  other  ophthalmic  and  con- 
stitutional affections  so  numerous,  thai  it  is  impossible  to  treat  success- 
fullv  all  cases  by  any  one  particular  plan. 

2d.  The  surgeon  must,  therefore,  be  able  to  apply  each  operation  to 
those  cases  to  which  it  may  be  suited  ;  and  the  circumstance  that  extrac- 
tion requires  the  greatest  degree  of  skill  and  dexterity,  cannot  form  a 
valid    objection  to  its  performance,  where  the  case  may  demand  it. 

3d.  When  the  case  is  one  which  leaves  a  choice  to  the  surgeon, 
whether  he  shall  perforin  reclination  or  extraction,  the  latter  is  to  be 
preferred,  because  no  objection  to  its  performance  is  valid. 

4th.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  the  success  of  the  operation  in 
question,  that  the  patient's  constitution  be  sound,  his  general  health 
good,  and  the  eye,  with  the  exception  of  the  simple  structural  and  func- 
tional alterations  attendant  on  cataract,  [)erfectly  healthy. 


Important  to  Druggists. — M.  Dubail  prc-sented  the  Secretary  of  Phar- 
macy, at  Paris,  during  the  session  of  2d  May,  1838,  a  specimen  of  opium 
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resembling  the  Smyrn^,  of  which  a  considerable  quantity  has  been  cir- 
culated amongst  the  trade  in  Paris  and  Havre,  and  several  cases  of 
which  have  been  seized,  on  the  requisition  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

This  opium  is  wholly  destitute  of  IVIorphia.  It  comes  in  lumps,  plen- 
tifully covered  with  leaves  ;  its  section  is  blackish,  and  its  consistence 
slightly  elastic.  It  becomes  milky  on  contact  with  water.  Its  aqueous 
and  alcoholic  solutions  are  neutre  to  test  pa[)ers,  and  are  not  precipitated 
by  anmionia.  Its  smell  and  taste,  though  more  feeble,  are  analogous  to 
those  of  common  opium. 

It  has  been  so  skillully  adulterated,  that  the  characteristic  hitherto 
considered  as  inimitable,  that  of  afiglutinated  transparent  tears,  appears 
even  on  a  section  of  mass;  so  that  this  sign,  hitherto  decisive  as  a  test  of 
the  purity  of  opium,  loses  in  this  way  all  its  value.  This  vile  production 
appears  to  have  been  imported  from  England.  M.  Dubail,  after  enlarg- 
ing on  the  dangerous  consequences  which  similar  falsifications  may  have 
in  practice,  calls  for  a  committee  to  investigate  the  subject. — Paris  Jour- 
nal of  Pharmacy. 


Burdock  in  Imjoetigo.  By  Dr.  Graves. — I  had  recently  under  my 
care  a  young  man  who  suffered  greatly  from  an  impetiginous  affection, 
accompanied  by  varicose  veins  of  the  legs  ;  the  tibial  surfaces  of  both 
were  covered  with  ulcers,  from  which  a  considerable  quantity  of  purulent 
and  ichorous  fluid  exuded  ;  and  as  his  business  obliged  him  to  walk 
about  constantly,  he  suffered  a  great  deal  of  distress  and  annoyance.  I 
treated  him,  at  first,  with  leeches  and  poultices,  and  afterwards  with  va- 
rious astringent  applications,  but  with  very  little  relief;  the  discharge 
from  the  legs  was  profuse,  and  the  heat,  itching  and  soreness  undi- 
minished. While  in  this  state,  he  was  advised  by  a  friend  to  take  about 
four  or  five  ounces  of  burdock  root  (Arctium  Lappa),  and  having  boiled 
it  irv  a  quart  of  water  down  to  a  pint,  to  drink  this  quantity  of  decoction 
every  day  in  divided  doses.  He  did  so,  and  in  the  space  of  three  or  four 
days  a  most  remarkable  improvement  took  place.  Thinking  that  the 
benefit  derived  might  be  the  result  of  accident,  I  made  him  leave  off  the 
burdock  for  a  few  days,  and  found  that  the  legs  began  to  get  bad  again. 
He  resumed  the  use  of  it,  and  is  now  well.  I  do  not  wish  to  attach  more 
interest  to  this  case  than  it  deserves  ;  but  certainly,  the  decoction  of  the 
burdock  operated  in  a  very  remarkable  manner  in  improving  this  gentle- 
man's health,  chocking  the  tendency  to  impetiginous  inflammation,  and 
arresting  (he  profuse  discharge.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  root  itself^ 
although  it  is  not  at  present  mentioned  in  our  pharmcopceia,  it  held  a 
place  at  one  time  in  the  materia  medica,  and  enjoyed  considerable  repu- 
tation as  an  alterative  remedy. — Lon.  Med.  Gaz. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  S.  Cutter,  late  Health  Commissioner,  is  de- 
clared to  be  a  pul)lic  defaulter  in  that  department. — A  meeting  of  the 
Counsellors  of  the  State  Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Athenaeum 
this  day,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. — Dr.  Ticknor's  lectures  before  the  Sluy- 
vesant  Institute,  ]New  York,  on  the  consideration  of  the  popular  objections 
to  phrenological  science,  gave  great  satisfaction  to  an  audience  capable  of 
appreciating  the  doctor's  talents. — A  case  of  poisoning,  by  eating  fresh 
porkji  s  related  in  the  last  No.  of  the  Philadelphia  Examiner.  It  took 
place  in  Carrolton,  Illinois. 
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To  Correspondents. — The  communiratio'i  .of  '  was  received  too 

late  fortliid  No.   A  notice  of  Dr.  Howe's  ne^fijurfica,  ^,      .  *t     has  been  crowded 
from  our  pages  this  week.  ■■      *}' , 

Died,— At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  J  ont,  71. 


Whole  number  of  deaths  in  Bnston  for  the  week  ending;  ieb.  y,  i>7.     M.iles,  )fi— females,  ]I. 

Of  CDii.suin)ition,  1— rheiiiinti.-iin,!— driipsy  on  Ihe  brain,  2— disease  of  llie  heart,  2— dropsy,  1 — 
drowned,  1— disease  of  tliu  spine,  1— cholera  iiifantiiiu,  1— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— intempe- 
rance,,!—scarlet   fever,  4— sudden,  1— cliild-bed,  i— old  age,  1— dropsy  in  tlie  head,  1— palsy,  J. 


BROWNS  PATENT   SELF-INJECTING    APPARATUS. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  culls  the  atteoiiori  of  medical  practitioners  to  a  newly-invented  instru- 
msnt,  which  is  for  sale  at  his  store.  No.  481  Wasliuigton  street,  corner  of  Klliot  street.  If  physi- 
ciajn  vvoilcl  exiimini;  the  principles  of  iis  cunstruction,  they  would  appreciate  its  usefulness,  and 
would  probibly  be  induced  to  recommend  it  very  geneially  in  iheir  practice.  Pliysicians,  druggists, 
and  the  inliabitjinls  of  Uosion,  are  piirticularly  iiiviied  to  look  into  the  superiority  of  this  article  over 
tlie  inventor's  former  iunrumeut,  as  it  now  has  the  advantage  of  Goodyear's  new  India  Rubber, 
which  is  allowed  by  all  to  be  aa  entirely  dltTerenl  article  from  that  formerly  manufactured. 

Feb.  6-eoply  VVILLIA.M   BROWN. 

MEDICAL   SCHOOL   OF   MAINE. 

The  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, isas). 

Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Joseph  Robt,  M.D.,  of  Boston. 

Theory   and  .Practice  of  Physic,  Obstetrics,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence, by  James  McKesk.M.D. 

Chemistry  and  Materia  i\iedica,  by  Parker  CLEAVELA^D,  M.Ll. 

The  .Anatomical  C.ibinetand  the  Library  are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  Inslilution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  of  I'ee^  for  the  lectures  is  ,'$JJ,  payable  in  advance.  The  lectuies  continue  three 
months. 

Oegrees  are  conferred  at  Ihe  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  followingCoinmence- 
ment  of  the  College  in  .September.  P.   CLE.VVEL.'iiM),  Secretary. 

BriiaatBick,  Me.,  October,  1836.  D.  5— eopGt 

SCHOOL   FOR   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Thb  Subscribers  propose  establishing  a  private  Medical  School,  to  go  into  operation  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember next.  The  advantages  of  the  .Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  other  public  institutions 
will  be  secured  to  the  pupils  ;  and  every  attainable  facility  will  be  afforded  for  anatomical  pursuits. 

Regular  oral  instructions  and  examinations  in  all  the  branches  of  the  profession,  will  form  a  part 
of  the  plan  intended  to  be  pursued. 

On  the  Practice  of  .Medicine  and  Materia  Medica,  by        -        -        .        Dr.  Bigelow. 

On  .Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by Dn.  iJEv.NOLDj. 

On  Midwifery  and  (Jhemistry,  by        ...-..-        Dr.  Storer. 
On  Pliysiology  and  Pathology,  by  -        ...---.     Dr.  Holmes. 
Dissecticms  will  be  carried  on  tliroughont  the  year,  and  a  course  of  Lectures  on  Practical  Anatomy 
and  rfurgery  will  be  given  in  the  interv.il  between  tlie  Medical  Lectures  of  Harvard  University. 

A  room  will  be  provided  in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  with  all  the  conveniences  required  by  stu- 
dents. JACOB  BIGELOW, 

EDWARD  REYNOLDS. 
Boston,  August  17,  18:i8.  D.   HU.MPHREYS  STORER, 

Aug22— ep3m  OLIVER  W.  HOL.MES. 

PRIVATE   MEDICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

Thr  subscribers  am  associated  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  complete  course  of  medical  instruction. 
Their  pupils  will  have  regul.ir  access  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital.  They  will  be  admitted,  also,  to  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Correction,  which  con- 
stantly presents  a  l.irite  number  of  import:iiit  cases,  and  wiereopporlunlties  will  be  afl'orded  for  ac- 
quiring a  practical  knowleilge  of  compoiiiiding  and  dispensing  medicines.  They  will  be  furnished 
with  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy,  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  cniinlry.  To  the 
pupils,  particularly  to  those  in  ihe  last  year  of  their  pr<ifessional  studies,  facilities  will  be  jitforded  for 
aci|iiiringa  persmiul  acqii.iiiilanie  with  private  medical  and  obstetric  practice.  Inslilirtioii  by  exami- 
nations or  leitures  will  be  given  in  the  illtterciit  branches  of  medical  studies,  during  the  interval  be- 
tween the  public  lectures  of  the  University.  Books,  and  a  room  with  fire  and  lights,  will  be  fiirnislied 
to  the  stiidiMits  :it  the  expense  of  the  Inslruclers.  GEORiJE  C.  iSHATTUCK, 

WALTER  CHANNING, 
JOHN  WARE, 
Oct  .11— cplf  GEORGE  W.  OTIS,  Jn. 

WINSLOW  LEWIS,  J>. 
I  ,  I     .  i^' 

THE  nO.STON  MEDIPAN  AND  .^ITRtJICAL  JOURNAL  is  published  every  Wednesday,  by 
1).  lyliVPI*.  JH-  at  I6t  Washington  .Street,  corner  of  Fiankliu  Street,  to  whom  ail  conimiinicatlona 
must  lie  adilri's<eil,/>»iit-p(ii(/.  It  is  also  published  i:i  Monthly  Parts,  each  Part  conlaiiiliig  the  weekly 
oumbf-rs  of  the  preceding  month, siiirhed  in  a  cover.  J.  V. C.  SMITH,  M.I).  Editor.— Price  $:i,00  a 
trear  in  ailvance.i%:i..'jO  after  three  montliH, and  54,0(1  Ifnot  paid  within  the  year.— Agents  allowed 
every  seventh  ro|)v  eralii. — Orders  from  a  distance  must  be  accotnpanled  by  payment  in  advance,  or 
iattsfactory  reference.— Postage  the  same  as  for  a  Newspaper. 
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